Index Beek III
Plan eof Geeseberry Neck by Jehn lunferd

;aiﬁivE;:iﬁgpig the U.3. (Bristel Ceunty} 1790
Recerd ef Scheel District #3 frem 1845-1863
Scheel ecerd Westpert Peint f
Geneelegy of Cerina Gifferd

New England Families (Hicks DMacember Allen, etc)
Histery of New Eedferd

Will ef ®nes Gifferd

Articles cepied frem 3 scrap beeks ef liable Cresby
with its ewn index

Seuth Westpert Scheel --Derethy Achesen
Netes frem "Histery ef Newpert Ceunty, K.l.
The Mills ef Westpert -- Pref. Martin Butler
Westpert Public Library - Wesat, His. Sec.

Parts takenfrem "The Histery ef Bristel Ceunty
Dart, Slavery, Warcef the Rev,, Rev. Seldiers, Militia

List ef Minute Men frem Dart.
Westpert's Macember -- Turnips
Early Sleeps and Whalers ef Westpert Peint
Licenses
Vessels ever 20 tens
Early Sleeps & Whalers ef Westpert Peint
and their masters
Liquefr Licenses

Netes frem Gelpke Artiecle

TIr
Av-419
Spo-36ey
Sa¥ - Sa9
P AT 74
AN - 1%
s20 - 5§25
g aé
527 - s
FYv- TV

gyvw - s§0°
NS/

Sy

rsy- $¥9

§Co-5Loo

v/ - G2

8§63 ~-57¢ 7

70

&=



Beok III cen't,
Westwert residence premenate in tewn in mid 1800 --Field

Netes frem Myra Mesher acrap bkeek

Westpert Grange

EveretttlN. Cegreshall

Verses -- Mercy k. Baker

Mestly en Martha's Vineyard -- Heugh

Material Given me by Anne Merten -- Harber

A list ef the pells & Estates, 1792 --Dick Paull

Cencerning Westpert Harber --Eliz. Sewle Jehnsen (Bewen)
Cencerning Adamsville

Netes taken frem scrap beek left me by Dick Paull
Celenial Days in Wesatpert --Kirby
Friday Club --Richard K. Hewes, Esq.
bt j..f, Phs Bt
Kirby Heuse
Fown Heuse (Bris. Ceunty)
Deed te Westpert 4o
Sedem Raad

Adamsville (Where it get its name)
Mill Pend

1863 Arrival of Captured Officers ,
1360 Bark U. S.

1861 Foat Capture off Noman's

1861 Bark Elizabeth

(FigﬂJ—ﬁth;g #ﬂi E{Lmﬂin

5957 - §¥o
§¥2 - 5Y9
X ESLE A

397

595
579 G - S’?'?
549 - Lok

UL

Lo %~(33

(39 - Y7
Lyg - (55

r AP S T



J _ﬂ‘:‘nh—‘ "7 -L--'-'—ﬂ\- -n-“'".,g,'

o L
¥ Aoy 7 -
-ﬂ‘m"“ Ardisryd, Ca

Y ey

X Jony |2y
I 5 ow by
¥y ¥ . ¥a
7 e ow Yo

t 23 ¢y 3

- “J_ 2a .
™ Yo £ ¥
—_~ Z7 wa 3l

— Y7 m Jg
- _id =, [ x4
T apm | 26

F,n\-nd QF ?“c‘fé\:ia'&vv\( Nc--:-.J-a JD7

%J—I-L e 5‘.7...,“.,.]. L f (. || . 7m A
f‘mFMW,ﬁ,va%jh ,
;j;-‘*q?m S SRR
" T YT Pk, byl T G
da&‘"‘ ?‘714 Ik The (.{_13,7:'74;

Fe JH Py~
P 5t

raandy B

—

'-.Ldj“\w N\“"‘*(:ﬁ"r'cl

¥ 7



58 FIRST CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES.

BRISTOL COUNTY=—Continued, Iqq o

o 7 T
Dl L LE ] | =t ! ! I 2= “
SAERRE 2EE b RE e
SER |n. |83 |8 P P TR " 2 4
=58 [2E (4 8 282 | =k fdn | & L% 5 i
S°2 |E9 |88 : $25 |Ag(E¥ | & : i) Y
NAME OF UEAD OF  |Ex g ldg | o NAME OF NEAD OF  [Sa SIEE B NAME OF HEAD OF (B 2
FAMILY. L5¥: 8 =8 = FAMILY. SEHP. Ls |us (S ! FAMILY, 28 s |
2 EBEN 158 | g E,55 e 2R |21 =2 £
BRAEEE BS.ld | g LAzl Bl BE . 88 EL
g ¥8El V558 E 2fEE| o7 |32E 3 | E 2 Z
SREd 8 12eE|2 | & ErSSl g gES|a | 8| g2
= [T = | @ oy B - @ (™
TAUNTON TOWN—COI. WESTIORT TOWN—Con, : 4 WESTPORT TOWN--Con, |
Peiree, 1Milklah..ioaiea. ¥ R 9 b Shormuan, Robert.,. . 1 1 2l A Gilford, Willlnm.,..,...' 2 2
Dontn, TR, . s nevnsnens 1 H 29 Sheriman, fevi. 1 O S GilTord, Wichinrd, ..., ... | a1,
Ciswell, Ahlel.... P ot (PO o ! shermnn, Gideon ., LI 5 Muaenmber, Nollinninl,, | | 3
Caswell, William....... 1 2 G|, Macomber, Ruth. . ... lieeuu... A Mucomber, Merey . S L R
Barney, WM. 0000 s i 2 29, Macomber, Willlam, $4. 4 1 3 | 'otler, Nathanie] 4 H N
Ihirney, BenJunin 1 i d L. eosl]) Macomber, Timothy. ... L\ Kuadisn 1 GitTard, {uleb, ... e 1 4
Williama, Georgn Gl F—_—r 20 1 [....}| SBowle, Oliver. ... : 1 5 e ottor, lehubod, . ... ... 4 5.
Willizema, Lemuael, 1 1 3 laua]ees ] Bowle, Benfanin, 24, . ¥ hiasda ¥ i L Kurbes, Nuthandol, . ... 1 (e
Cassidy, Nollo., ..., 1 1 41 2. Richmond, London (a ! Lirownill, Bonjumin. .., 2 /e
Sekell, Moses, Junr..... 1 3 ] [ MNOEPO) e cmn remnmaiins E LI 105 WY, T L Tahor, Job, ., i 1 as
Richumond, Renben, 2 1 3l. ITart, Job (u Negro). Tibor, Gldeon, Z 1 L}
Androws, Henry.. 3 ) - 4. Diek, Iixetor......... Tripp, John.., .. A 2 4
MHoskina, 1lenry, - 1 * | i IBarl, Jahn, "] 4 Wooi, Willinm,,....... 21 e
Hathawny, Job. . ...... [N P 5 1arl, Willi 3 2 : Waooi, Willlura, June.._. 2 i T
. Hoskina, Htu{nhnn ...... 1 2 2 Bk Pnul, . crosaasans 1 1 Munchoster, Lemuoel. ... 3 a
Hosiing, Flijah.......0 ; o 2 eesefl Dabvis, Willinm. ... ....e 3 4 Manechestor, Janes. .. .. 1 B
Iinrvay, Jnmes., . i 1 3 loaeafnaa]l Davis, Thillip. .. o7 1 2 i Tripp, Duvid...... . 1 i
T'eirce, Abmaham....... 2 4 4 Leod]eees] Enel, Robore, .. i q Tripn, David, june, 1 n
Hosxina, Willinm...... 1 2 4 [oa]oco ]l Ticks, Barnabus....... 1 z Wood, John.... o ¢
Moaking, jlenry, Liteana. s 1 lesaseess|| Ilicks, ‘Phomas. ..... i 1 i Briggs, Job.. 1 3 i
Teirco, Witlian.. . L 1 a L comalt Christopher.... 1 4 Manchester, A 1 1 i
I'eiree, Willlum, June, .. 1 1 b ) BRI et Mucu:ulmr, Willinm ... a 7 Manehester, I'hornus, . . Bl eeis 3
athaway, Denjamin. ., 1 1 2 li)ees ]t Sowle, Weston, . a 1 Hnell, Benjamin. ... 1 1 o
Winslow, IBdward...... = S 1 Brightinan, William 1 i o Dyer, 'rasorvod ., 1 1 1
Winslow, Job,..... s 1 H] 2 Mucomboer, Phillip,..... 1 1 Trownill, Jowmthan, ... . 1 1 -
Mueomber, Willinmn, ... 1 2 G Leeedt Mucombor, Humphrey , . 1 [ % L Dyer, Yaeheus. . i 2 2 b
Chace, lsune. .. x Tideaacis L leewe]seasfl Mueomber, Abiol....... v JY] R L i 1}ver, John, .. - | 1
Anthony, Job...... 0 I 1 (Ll S R | T TS TP RO 1 S (S oo 2 Head, Josepl,.... 2 1 q i
Anthony, Paul.... 1 4 2 L. .| Gittord, Goorgo,........ i 3 a2 Muonchester, Elizaboth, . 1! i 4
Willinny, Gideon.., 3 5 & sesafl GitTowd, Chrlstopher. .., 3 Il ek Browning, George, junr, 2 5 3
Mnreomber, Liijah,..... 2 1 3 [eaiifens]| GitTord, Jonathan...... ol Browning, Georga,..... o 1 0
Staples, Nathaniel.. 1 1 4 foasensad| Walking, Willlom ... .. 1 1 2 Browninz, Samuel. ... .. 1! 1 Gl.
Paul, Seth......,.. T P 2 Lo lownl]t Brownill, Abner........ 1 2 3 Chureh, Constant, i 1! 3 Gl
Paul, Edward..... 3 2 G |easilenes]) Brownlll, George, 34.,,, 2 iy [ i Tompking, Gilbert...... 1 I 9
Macomber, Ichnbod... 1 2 3 |oauileaaf] Sprinmer, Samuel....... 1 2 3 Brownill, Pardon, 5 3 g [
Mucomber, Josinh, 1 3 o IR (R ]low!:unf. Prineo. .c.... 1 3 ol 8 Rlehmond, Peres....... Bl 4 5
Macomber, Abiel 2 1 71 Brizhtman, George, 2 3 5 Copgeshall, Jonathen, ., Y s b
Dean, Job. .. 2 I foeivin 3 o 4. Davenport, Jonnthan.. . 1 4
Deen, Israal,........... 1 g 4 1 2. Deyvol, l!nnﬂmnln. 2 2
Macomber, Nethan., .., 1 2 2 1 Palmer, John. 2 1
Macomber, John....... 21 3 | | Teninmi 2 “almer, Perez 1 1
Wiilinins, Isane... Ll 1 I Allen, Joseph, | 31, 1lend, J’olm... a 2
Denn, Abner, Junr, 1 P Earl, Stephen... | i Shaw, Zebedea. .. ... i PR
Denn, Abner...... 1 3 Tahor, Jonathan | 1 Browaill, Silvester..... H 5
Muacomber, Henry. 1. 3 Tabor, Thomns, 2 Riekard, Willlam..,.... 1 3
Deuan, Ebenezer... 4 3 Inight, John.. ' . 3 Underwod, Nicholas.. .. 1 a
Hawett, Abmham. L3 2 Cadmean, Honnah, . | 5 Huzard, Oliver..... 11" 3
Freneh, Joseph.. .. 1 i “itbour, Johm..........| 1 3 31 Moshier, Edmund. . 1 3
Pollard, John. . 1 1 Gifford, Abraham,..... 1 1 - Sisson, Constant....... F 3
Wilbore, Joseph, Junr. . 1 e ] Corey, Iszne....... i 1 1 G 1. Dennis, Jogeph... 1 1
Wilbore, Joseph. o LA 5 Davis, Stephen 3 3 T Moshier, Joshua, ....... 1 1l o
Dean, Willinm. .. 3 2 2 Wood, Isriel. ... | i Ll .2 Brownill, Benjamin, juns 1 1 S
Lincoln, Ezeklel. 7 1 1 5 Totter, Elijoh. | a' 2 4 Potrer, Thomas........ 1 i
Dean, Elijab........... 1 1 3 Chureh, Gldeon.. i 3 1 | G Davael, Scth....... e 1 &
Lincoln, Stephen. ., .... 1 3 & Cornell, Gideon 1 2 1 Hnrt, Eber..... 1 u
Lineoin, Ambros....... ) ) e p 1 Cornell, Stephier e ; 1 1 Hart, George. . 1 2
Lineoln, Thomna, 1 2 2 | Cornell, Danlel. o 1 ] At Micomber, Job, 1 1
Gardner, Freeman, M Ko e 1 Daevol, Abner g 1 1 a| Wait, Shndrac) B 1 2
Leonard, Solomon., 1 1 4 I Sowle, James o 1] 2 2 Tabor, Ruth. .. . I P
White, John, June.,.... 1 b 3 Sowle, Iienr % 4 Weeden, John.... 1 1141
White, Timothy........ 2 1 1 Davis, Job..... A 21 2 Il Potter, Ama, .. QST Ee |
Lincoln, Ambros, Junr., 1 3 2 Davis, Pardon. . 1 [; 2 Brownill, Prince, 1 1
White, John..... e 1 1 1 uvia, John..... F 1 8 Clawson, Joseph, X 1 i
Witherell, Solomon 1 4 2 Eddy, Iehabod. A 1. 1 Potter, Abner, il ] 4
Smith, Abigall. ] AR 2 F o e g 3 1 L Potter, Stokes, . . 9 1 1
Smith, Samugl,, e 1 1 3\ ) X Potter, [ehabod, 24, ... bl st
teed, Isane. ... 1 3 3 | 3. J\Im?', 1 AR, 2 i
Woodwnrd, Caleb...... 7 A 3| 3 . 2 Kurhee, 13 3 1
Witherell, Nuthaniel . .. 1 3 & ladaloaii 1 1 1L Gitford, Daniel. . 1 1
Codding, Jumnes = 2RI 1 A b SRR I 2 2 it Gitford, Timothy 4 2
Bass, Lovi 5 2 3 £ 10 1 i Kurbee, Nathanlel, 1 :
' ' y Lemuel, ., 1 1 25 Kurbee, Rabort, ..
WESTFORT TOWN. Sowle, fosepl ) 1. i Allen, Abralinm.
J Bowle, laune. . 2 4 Davis, Exckiel, ..
Wileox, John........... 13 PP 2 Sowle, David. 1 8: Iinrker, Rolert. .
Davls, Jonathan, . 4 3 3 4l Cuff, Paul, . ... L |1 I AMlen, Thomas, ...
Tabor, Phillip.......... 1 1 21, Wileox, Silvanus, 1 P R Allen, Mary ...
Corey, Benjamin..... .. 2 3 3. Sowle, ‘Ilcnjmnlu, R (1 1{i]eeal Cornell, Robeort
Corey, Thomas, 3 o P sowle, Jacob...... B I S et !i Allen, Georgo. ...
Almy, Willinm, o 1 5 5 Allen, Dantel, .. G - R A [ooofennnil Acker, Joseph., |
Lirlghitmnn, Hen % 34 1 3 Cnze, Wanton B2l .|| Freeborn, Cufl, .
Brightman, Isruel. ... 21 4 3| Cnse, Mosod,.. 1 1 Al Amos, Diek, o e
Earl, Chirlstoph ! E|Wwe + (AT SR PR AR (el A T 1 il Brightmnn, Gardner... 1 i 1
Farl, Georga,...... Hf 1 2 Kurbes, Willinm,...... 1! 3 | Wileox, Willlum. ....... 1 a 5
+Maeomber, Wanton, .| i 2 Allen, Humphry........ 1] 3| LI Fisher, JTal i a
Lrighiman, Joseph..... 1 I Gifford, Willinm, june...! N e Fisher, Arthur... ; V! Sl
Vilcox, Willlam........ 1 2 Porter, Pelog. . cavnee,n. 1 2 | Tolman, Kzekiel. | 1 4
Lrightmuan, Thomad.... 1 2 Porter, Nouh... ;1 B AL Wing, Edward. .. l 1 1
Cogshell, Dunlel, . 1 4 Glll’mrd., Joseph. o 1 4 i Wing, Jozeph........ : 1 a 2
Iieks, William, . ..... 3 2 Wilcox, Culbert. . g 1 1 Muacomber, Samuel . . 1 4 o
Irieks, JOhn. .oevuvess 1 3|, White, Humphrr. # 1 i Polman, Jonuthan, . § ) 3
Iirounill, Paul £ 1 2 IMammand, David a 2 Tolmun, Gideon, 1 a 7
Tuhor, Mary.,..... Pl FEE A Mt 2 Potter, l'hillin iy 1 e rices, David, .. o L e 3 8 IR O
Shermun, Preserved. ... 2 1 ¢ Totter, Hebecea., Lhio Cornell, Bifhueuun,,... b R e 3 (R 1 R iy




HEADS OF FAMILIES—MASSACHUSETTS. | 59

BRISTOL COUNTY—Continned,

i keas fi Lt i Swi'E ‘ ik | g hs s A L8 o
58° |8 |5E | & iof g Lg 28 | 8 I2g% |5 |88 |2
Bga | o |42 |8 582 lu,lES | 8 [2u | 4. |85 | E
gay 2452 |8 887 (2452 |8 |23 |24 k8 | 5
'&;“.! 'ér: =3 = , u:’.q "33 E-g" L '553 gz |24
NAME OF MEAD OF |E=" [ FR|ZE | B NAME OF HIEAD OF |Fo l FLlgg |8 KAME OF IIEAD OF |‘:'".-¢; R 28 |8
FAMILY. e, 2u a2 |= FAMILY, 258, I.f_:’;g ad | = FAMILY, :3 L e
Z.55|2% E¥ | £ 28855 BE 15| IZ, 85| €5 |58 | 8
BRI ES BS54 | 4 EEEEIRE MR A BEEE FE (B54l2 | ¢
385 g CRE 82Ele” [32%|% | & g885| 2 [322|2 |&
eS| 2 §o:. =2 §h~-—‘i; g |Z%=li=| = 8 aa g |8T=|= 3
£ S - %3 = | o = | @ = LN =< |@
N,
WESTI'ORT TOWN—CON. | 1‘ WESTPORT TOWN—COD. WESTPORT TOWN—COL,
rd, Elljah. e 1 4 1. Custineay, Raymond... 3 Tripp, Nathan,......... 1 3 ]
3 T sfevisia 1loaalon ]l Siason, Jaimes ooeiaes 4 lrl;m, Jonuthan. . L 1) | 2
1 4 L Sisson, Dattiel..... 3 Brovnlll, Georgo, 24.... 3 7
3 4 |eaalenld] Dovol, Batunbus. 4 J\mhnnv Job.... . 2 lavssse 4
1 ) i| Potier, John....... Tripp, laleg.. 3 2 1 L3
2 1 1 i Wait, John.......... 4 Little, Barker. 5 3 4 !
T T lesiugy 3 Wait, Jereminbei. ... 2 Devol, Daniel, ... 5 i P 1
fwird, junr 1 H 2 Wait, Danlel. ... 3 Giltord, Stephuen, 2d.... 3 2 1|
, Doy ,d 1 LC31 "1‘nl|||1 , George.. il Cornell, Charles, .. £ Yiaidged 3.
] [ Wilbore, 13 benezer, 2 Daoval, Barjonaly A R PR 4
\\ 1 2 i 4 | Wilbore, lc'lmhm! i Tripp, Jumcs, lat 2 3 & lisssfannn
1rm‘,“m1 ¢ 8 (S i @ Tripp, Phillip. . T Macomber, Timothy.... 1 4 e
(PR T Y e  Femiety i1 Tripp, I2d muntl 2. Totter, Bdmunde. .. 1 & 3 PP e
ell, eleg. 1 1 Tripp, Preserved i 2 Potter, David.. 3 1 3 & lideilsinin
Al Jonn ... 2 1 'lnpn,hl.o]-.q.s.. 11 Dovol, ADDOT. . .cveeeans 1 1l 4 N
q Peleg, jm. 8 3 ‘1#5))') Nathanfel. ... 24 Buker, lShenesor.. 5 1 3 1 Lisislata
Carrell; Tobde. . 1 Gitlord, ISnog. .cvisnrens 3 Biker, Mchetable, 3 3 1 | ) P
roy, Mary... 3 Maoshier, Jonathan.. 4 ves s |l AEOENTOF TOBL s 2 1 1 3|
6l Kurhee, Iehabod. . 2 lLovaaloans)| Towland, I]umpllry.. A 1 3 1
4 Kurbee, David.. 2 |00 Chace, Jucob. .. PR 3 2 3
3 il Tripp, lehabad.. 2 5 PR P C‘Imw JONG e aans N 1t (R ) P
21 Tripp, Constant, 1 1 feciabives I‘ott‘.‘r, Tphraim. 3 & |edias . B [avisferan
3l Peliis, Irang...... ot 3 2 [.... o.aud| Potter, Stephen.. 2 2 A faasidanibe
'-.“..pp J..cuh.... | 2. \:ummlmr, Pardon.. 1 ) o] [ i I'Mh,r, Benj amin,.. ;3 2 fooad]anns
Drowaeil, Corneliu 5 bnctl retor...... L SRl G |oeiafeess]| Chaco, Bl"l'l!\ll'llin 3 2 N PR
Davel, Pardon. . 1. 4““_,(.11\"" Joh 1 4 2 Sherman, 1 homas.. 2 3 4 |eusifeses
&{sson, Wilson 1. Tronp ADthony...eeas. 1 1 4 Chiaeg, Josceph 1 2 21].
a1, Jedediah.. 1. Mucomber, George...... 1 4 1 GliTord, Johin, 1 2 a1,
and, Thomas,..... 2| Luke, JamMes. cciaes 1lossnasl "2 euesfs '\hu'oml!t‘r Petler.. 1 1 4.
o 3 Macomber, Noah (0 el 3 |eeni]ean|l Cornell, David,..iooiens 1 ki 1l
hiie, .c.ger... 4 Deavol, John..... b EER 2 LU Tripp, Daniel x b 3 S, 4
Wileox, Abner.. 3l Davol, Samuel. . ...... ! 1 2. | Cornell, Benjamin...... 1 P iy
Wileox, David.. i White, William......... 3 1 24, Tripp, Culbert.......... 1 1 3
White, Georgo 21 Tripp, Thomas.. il 3 1 5 Gitflord, W ﬂilnm_,,.“.. I 3 3
l\bm‘;-a Rabert 1. Mashier, Jolin. s 1 - 5 3. Gifford, Tn'lm, A 1 51 . %)
ey Ja‘m 4 Dovel, Charle. i 1 TN R O, B Jlrl;.:gw, Ephraim, 4 1 2 2
5. Devol, David ” 2 1 3. Briggs, Lovett.. iesass 1 B 11
5 Dovol, Joshu, £ 1 i 1 Hrl;.u Willlun, .. : 1 1 3
24, Woad, Georpe. .. s B P 1 \'nun:nhcr, Ablnl. .o [ - 8§
1 W ood George, Juw 1 2 Tl Mucomber, Abiner...... 1 3 4.
Tirows 3 4 I.nwmn. Geore..ee..- - G 1 3. Capron, JoWN eiaesnsesss Il FoAte 21
il Ler m.l.,...,,. 1 . 4 Miacomber, JOb, .vaenss p o T 1 Waddell, Thomnge..... 1 1 4 |.
4 i, Iteubon. .. b 3 (.--m Bdmund.,........ 1 1 Cornell, !.unrg 1 4 2
i TR il 1 Tripp, Georgo, 24, 2 1 2 4 Al Davis, Ablols, .. 2 3
1 1 1 'J‘npp PBITY. .. cineas e 1 basiatanslia Davis, Abiel, ]inn- i 1 3.
s Ll i i Tabor, Jondthii ..u.e.. 1) R i m-moro John..iciees 1 3.
1} 1 1 I Davia, Stophen, ... al 3 b Teckhnm, Mc])hnn, 2d,,, 2 3
21 1] 3 ]lr|"|.,u, Thomas. 1 1 | Waddell, Burden.. 2 4.
1 Liiasas 1 ll.n'.u, AuTon,... a 1 Giftord, hﬂll]llll][l‘l 2 1
1 X ' 1 Wileox, I8 zahruim 1 1 Jsmmwr, Mutthow...... 1 2
) (O 6 Moshier, GeOrfE0eeaasses 1 ik Boowmer, Mutthew, june, 1 1
Slade, lu.!:u.n 1 1l 4 Tlewland, John. s 1 1 |l Boower, Benjumin 1 1 11
Howland, Weshor, ., | 1 1 4 Carnell, Job..... 1 4 i Booner, Bdward.. 1 1 4
Bullington, Stephen.... 2 1 21 Wood, Thomud, ... Fall SRR sherman, Jab..... ) B e 2
Weood, Duvid.... 1 1 2.k Crockor, Kohort........ 1 1 31| shorman, Sanniel. 1 1 1
Gilord, Benjamin. 1 21 o Davis, Denfoanin, 24, 1 3 Al Boomer, Ephraim. 1 2| 2
J:.. | I . I vaue| Davia, dolin, b il [y Pt Waoddell, I'hinebns... 1 ] 3
i b vaes]| Duvis, Bher. oosiiennss } 1 Warran, Uorry.... 1 1 4
weel| Jreckhium, Btophen. ... 1 Pk Moshiler, Weston. . 1 i .
11! K ees|| Lippete, Heney...uene. 1 1 - L] Bueden, Tsadah.. .. 1 4 4
| [0 AR P | O D ]:lmm. Jannthan 2 1 GiTord, Nathaniel. : 1 ] 2
4 4 cenall Tlowlanad, Henry.. ... e ol Warren, Cornelins, - i 3 &
Jourbes, W Ht H 1 2 [oovddeendd| Howland, 1ency, juns 1 1 : | Pottls, lebeeen.... L EETREE 4
Kureoen, Kliliti. ., .. 1 1 1 foeoddead]| Sianon, Lemuel. . oo... .. 1 Crockor, Canann., 1 2 1
. i3, Junuthar. ., 1 1 o Hlaomy, Job, o ... % Burden, Eiward. . 1 2 2
Tripe, lhm,nrnn.. 1 amies ! 1 LA Burden, Gideon.., i 1 1 (] | fE
Wiate, Juy uuum i * | Sanford, Phillip. 4 4 31 4 R
Wy i i i Crovker, Stephien i 1 | I St MO et
“ A 0 = HI RO A A £V § TN T f i FR) {8 S (S
5] P, A Allen, Adduni. 1| 1 i Hart, Auran, .. s 1 q
B lina slowaist | Cornell, lnhu 1 b < ares| Mucomber, Weston.. H
£ A ...l“ Deval, Jh-nj T TR 4L 2 ..l Mavcomber, Willinm..
8 |eweafeoasls Tilaon, diaih. ... fosaas | Anthony, Winsor., ..
Te Lmiannd B leenslenesd! Burdick, ti\h‘n:‘;:n.... | | Brownill, Henjamin,. a
Telpp, John 3 L Maeo hor, Joslii ! | Brownill, Jostah.., 1
T H I rownlll, Josing, . obtley Mathiicee iy 1
H] Tripp, Waslon. . .. Tottis, Jmhm‘.........,. 1
i ‘Pripp, Joseph.. Sandy, Silas. ... 1
Brownill, Hobert. Booth, (-u-)r;,o Yilisads .
Brownlll, James, e, Weaver, Josepii. ., 1o 1 1
Nrownill, Junr;: (PR | Brownlll, lehabod...... 1 1
Tripp, 1ehnbod. . ..ens | Il
DUK RS
| I
CUILMARK TOWN—Con. | CIILAARK TOWN—COn. 1 ;
Tutlor, JUmes ... eeer.s Mayhow, Nathl......1. 1 1 gl [
I Mn hnw. vt duchi- | '\'in,\hu\\,.r("ﬂﬂhn.. T T q Jasviafonne
rlah... . Mayhow, Thonnte. ... & ferdeai
\fuyhuw T J | \mnmw ko, vu\. Lok 4 |.
Muyhow, Nalhii . i Allen, Juo, Bad . 1 i G |
Adims, Mayhow...oeess Allen, Robart.. 7o Pl




RETORD OF SCHOOL DISTRICI No. 3 1845

To the Selectmen of the Town of Westport. We the Subscribers
Inhabitants ofSchool District No., 3 insaid Town -~ Request you to issue
a Warrent for a meeting of the qualified voters of said District to be
holden at the School House in said District on Wednesday the fifth day
of November next at six o°clock in the afternoon to act on the following
articles viz:

l, st 7To choose a moderator

&% To choose a clerk

3. To choose a Treasurer

4, To raise a sum of money for the purpose of repariing the
School House and other incidental & necessary expences,

- To choose a comnittee to superintend the repairs of said hosse

6. To determine how the District shall be supplied with wood,

7s To determine the mode of warning all future meetings of

the Bistrict,
Frederick Allen
Sanford Lrightman
William W. Cornell
John W. Howland
Westport Abraham C. White
Ootober 28, 1845
B48. L.S.

To Frederick Allen of Westport in the County of Bristol, Whereas
the above applicatior hath been rade to us sulscribers, Selectmen of
the Town of West. These are therefor to require you in the name of the
Commonwealth of Mass. to notify and warn the mele inhabitants of
School DNistrict Number Three in seid Town of West, qualified to vote
in Town affairs to meet and essemble at the School house in said Dis-
trict on Wed, the fifth day of Nov. next at six o'clock in the evening
toact on the following articles viz:

Same as above except. To determine how the Dist. shall be suppied
with wood,
Given under our hands and seals this Twenty eighth day of Oct. Eighteen
hundred and PFeorty five.

Edward S, Gifford Seleetmen
Geo, H, Gifford of
Rufus Tripp Westport

5th of Nov, Article 1st John White Chosen Moderator

2. Precderick Allen chosen Clerk and Engaged by s'd moderator,

3, PFredrick Allen chosen Theasurer

4, Voted to raise Twenty Dollars for the repairs of the School
house & other incidental expenses,

5, Voted that W, G. Allen be superintending committee for the re-
pairs of said house.

6, Not acted on,

7. Voted that the manner of warning future meétings, if application
be made in writing by four voiers to the Dist, Clerk it shall be
the duty of s'd Clerlk to post up Notice on the Sehool house in
some conspicuons place seven cdays at least before the time of
holding said meeting, specifying the time and place and the pur-
ose of holding said meeting,



Westport Nov. 1845

Bought for District No, 3

20 panes of glass 40¢ 2 1lbs putty 16 $0.56
3 pecks lime 62¢ 2 1bs nails 12¢ 0.74
1 axe $1.17 to handle & grinding 25¢ 1.42
To stove pipe 93¢ to 2 days work $1.25 pr, day 3,43
Expence for getting things for the house 1.50
Taking down chimny .75
Cleaning the school house o735
2 sashes 24 lights 1.20
1 lock and fastnings Y
10,60
Brick sold from chimney o5

G,85

Feb,.2, 1246 Paid Wm. G, Allen

LBought this book and 8 sheets paper for district w41
Feb,2z, 1846 Rec of P.W.Peckham Collector 15,00
Remains due in my hands since 1£45 (]
Remains due in the Treasurers hands 5.50

3. Voted to have four months free schodl, female Teacher, and the
rest & residue of the Towns money, for winter school,

~--=2, Voted to have three mcnths school, including the free school
& to have afemale Teacher, Wm.G, Allen chosen committee for private

Recorded Cct, 21, 1246, scheol

Wm, G, Allen Prudential Committee bill for 1845 ¥ 1846
To Window curtains

To 1 brooom 25¢ to henging dooor 12¢

Cieaning the house  50¢
Expences of getting teacher 2,00
"  of getting teacher home  62¢
1l lock 25¢ glass 25¢
seiting glass: & other expenses 75¢

Meoney in the treasury 41¢

April 9, 1847 3, To see if the distirct will have a bell on their
school house & if so to voie such sum of mongy as may be thought
sufficient for the same,

April 20 Vote not to have a bell

2. Wm, W, Handy chosen prudential committee

April 5, 1848 3rd, To raise a sum of money sufficient for the
erection of a new school house in said district,

April 14, 3rd, Voted not to raise any money for a new school house.

May 24, 1849 first mention of Giles F, Brownell as moderator and
Prudeniial committee

Nov, 8, 1849 To see if the Pist, will repair said house
Nov, 1¥th Giles F., Brownell was chosen Moderator Then voted not te
repair the school house



Nov. 20 1849 Te see if the dist, will vote te repair the windows,
doors and plastering of said house.

Nov. 29 voted to revalr thut to mae what mengy there is in the
treasury first.
May '49 1 padlock 20¢
1 broom 25¢  dipper 17¢

eleaning house 50¢

4 pohms of glass 3¢ ,12

mortor & lime 3l¢ putty 16¢

labor 1.50
Money in treasury Jan 1850 .83

Sept. 6, 1850 Rec. of Wm. W. Cornell &3¢ for mantle bar taken )}
from school house
June '50 one water bucket B22¢

4 panes of glass 12¢

cleaningz school  66¢
Jen 27 1852 Paid G,E, Brovnell 16 cents for glass for school house
Not. ® Nothing remains in the treasury.

To take the sence of a'd inhabitants as to the expedlency of build=-
ing a new scheol house for the use of s'd distriet.

To raise money for the purpese of erecting s'd house for the use

of the Diatrlet,

Te chocse a committee to superintend the buidding of the school
house as aforesaid,

Te act on all such other business as may regularly come before s'd
meeting, respecting the building, purchaseing materials for s'd
house snd to choose such other efficers for that purpose as tehy
ahall deem necessary and expedient,.

Oct, 25, 1852 John Allen, James Allen, Saimel &, Allen, Vim.W. Handy

Nov, 1 '52 Philip T. Chace chouen Moderator
Voted not to build a new shecool house,

Tan 19 '683 Voted to waise 60 dol, for the repairs of the Schoolhouse
and other incildental expences,

Mareh 7, '53 rec. of Geo, H, Gifford Collector 24

April 11 '53 » " " $#15
Agu,. 16 »10
8.41

Oc. 14 There is in the tressury 5,48 and 1,56 more, due from the
coltor left of th e Tax asasessed on the dist. in Jan & 53

Paid Goe,H,Gifferd 2 dol.to pay the assessors for assessing a tax
in school dist. No. % last Jan,

April 4 '5& to see if the dist, will vote to sell their five frame.
April 11 voted to gebl the five frame, D,L, Howland bought it for
50 cents,

s



June 4, 1854 Paid P, Shermen $1.00 for cikeaning school heuse 37y

for cubtains 6 ¢ for dipper and 75¢ for repairs on the school &
privy house Total $2,18 lemains in the treasury $1.23

Bought 2 curtains for S,house 34¢ Jume 2, 'S5
Sat, Marel 1, '56 P, Sherman 89¢ for lock, broom, pail, dipper, cl.

lMay 4 '57 To see if the inhabitants of s'd dist will veote to tuy a
lot of land for a school house

Voted not to buy a lot of land for a schodlhouse,

April 19 158 To see if the inhabitants of s'd dist. will vote to
build a new school house

Voted to tuild a new school house

April 22 '58 Ree, of AW, Allen $1,72 for wood sold that belonged
to the Topy school

April 27th To elect any committee or committees, ncent or agents
necessary to carry the vote of thd dist. (te build a school house)
into effect and to transact any and all business that is lawful for
the Dist. to transact in relation to the school.

Geo, Mosher, Abrm, k. Gifford, Wm.W. Handy, Charles F.Sherman

Moy 4 Voted to except the report of the com. which in substance was:
That the most elegeble place would be the N.W. cormer of Wm.W.Handys
pasture to the Last of the road for a school house lot & the probahbe
cost of' house & lot would be {500

Voted that a com. of three be chosen to obtain a plan, and propesals
for building a school house, walling the lot and putting the said
house & lot in condition to commence school, with all the necessary
fixtures and to eall a meeting of the dist. within 2 weeks & in the
warent for said meeting to insert an artiele for the district to
vote n sum of money to cover the expences of the same.

May 13, '68 WVebke To hear report on com. on new school house and act
upon the same,
to vote a sum of money to purchese a lot and build school
to vote a sum of money to pay the found rent of the lot now oceupled
by the school house as demanded by Charles White,

May 21 Voted to except the report of com, on school house
voted to lay on the table (sum of money)

4 not acted on, (rent)
Meetingz held 'till past 12 o'clock and then died,

lMeeting at the house of VWm.W. Handy on Sat May 29th at 9 a.m. to

act on the following articles viz: |

To raise memgy to buy a lot wall out the same, also to ralse money
to build » school house choose com. to carry the same in to effect,
ligy 22,

{0 3



Richard L? Giffond chosen nod,

lMoved & seconded that the sum of 600 be voted to buy 2 lot & build
an school house

Vote, taken by yea & na's, Wm.W, Handy yea, AR, Gifford, Geo. K,
Brovnell, C.F, Shermen, Geo. Moshar, L, Devol, I, Allen, 7 yea's

L, Wing, na,led, Allen, L. Almy, S, Willecox, L, Whalen, A, uillcoz,
T.W.C, Wm, W, Cornell + B Gifford, and Jas, | MOgher jr. 10 na's

June 5 '58 meeting at VWm.W, Handys

to buy & well out a school house lot and raise money for the same,
To rnise money to build a school house

to see il the dist. will hire = room fo held dist meetings in,

Voted to budy a schoel house lot and wall thesame, s8'd lot to con-
tain 80 rods of land (for $50) situated in the N,W. part of corner
of Wm W, Handy's pasture E, of the road, dnd bounded N. by ¥m.W,
Cornells lond L, § s, by WmW, Handied land & VWi, by the road, to be
laid out in any shope the dist. choose,
Voted to raise 550. by assessing a tax onthe inhebitants of s'd dist
what the old school heuse will sell for besides, to pay for the
lot ,& wall the same, alos to pany for building the school house.
Voted to adjourn till Mon June 7 at 75 o'elock P.l,

Mr, Chace absent Peleg Sherman chosen mod, por-tem, June 7 '08
Voted by ya's & Na's nol.t to chhose a com, to superintend the wnlling
of the lob and tuilding of the house

voted not to meconeider the above vote.

Voted not to hire a room to hold dist meetings in

Voted the next meeting of the distpe held at the school house

vobed by ya's & na's to adjourn @ine die

16 ya's & 6 na's Fred, Allen clerk

Didn't meet again until Jan, 25, 1859 Paid $1.72 for wood that I
rec'd for wood sold last April from Dist. #3

Jan 19th 1860

To choose a chom. to superintend the building of the school house

To see if the dist, will vote to raise 300 in addition to what they
now have in the treasurers hands to build a &e&ry and to buy a bell.
To elect any com. or agent necessary to carry the vote of the dist:
(to build a 3, house) into effect. And te transact any & all business
that is lowful for the dist, to transact in rdlation to hhe scheool
house and lot  Abner W, 4llen, Wm., W. Chase, James Allen, John White

After a great deal of talk & as some said "gab" & many trials for
a com. which was not chose, voted te adjourn to the 2dn Men in April

To determine how leng time any one qualified voter in the dist. shall
have the opportunity of speaking on any one subject that is before
the meeting.

Called for ya's & na's & voted that a qualified voter shall speak
tem min,

Keconsidered the vote where it Took 4 or more voters to call a dist.
meetingz, Voted that 1t shall take 15 legal voters to call all future

dist, meetink,



To see if the dist, will vote to raise 15 dollars by a2 tax on the
polls & estetes in the sit. bo buy a Dist. lbbrary. (Feb.4 '60)

29th day Feb, to see if the Dist., will grant and raise the sum of
$»30 to mirchase a Dist, library,

Lo see if the dist, will grant and raise a sum of money sufficent to
satisfy Charles Vhites demand for ground redt against the Dist,

Mar,9 voted not to raise $30 to purchase a dist. library,
Voted to indeffinatly pestpone (Whitea)

Feb, 11 more of the seme (order the tweasurer to pay contractor
on third of am.of his contract when the house 18 raised & boarded
& balance when completed

com, shall deliver to him a preperty sclnowledged deed

feb 21 same -- choose dommittee of 3 to sup., the ceonstruction,

Feb. 23 com, of 3 John W, Howland, Yelotes L, Almy & Richardg

S or L. Gifford
Voted that the com,be authorised to purchase a lot of lamd, to erect
a school bousge & also to take a Deed of the lend in behalf of dist.
Voted to adjourn without day (always used day)

Bppil 25 to see if the dlst,will authorise the building com. to
gell the olé school house when the new one is c ompleted;

Voted the btuild com, be not suthorized to se§ the old scheol heouse

Nov 16, 1861 To see if the dist. will except the New sc hool house

Te see what instructlons the dist, will give the building com, in
relation to the construction of an out house,

murchase a stove mnd such other articles necesgary---

to sell the old school house

Voted to except the new shcool house
all the rest laid on the Table

Neov., 26th to reconsider s vote wherein the dist, voted to except the
new 8cheool house.
To finish the underpining & steps to purchase a stove end pipe
to build an cuthouse  furnish the new school house sultable for a school
the sedl the old shbhodl =t auction

Memey rec. of the Town Treasurer 550,00
pald for scheol houase lot 50.00
recording deed of S, house lot 50
Q,;él” laed fpr advertoseyemt 1.00
o {~ vaod Kpjm Sisson for tuilding S.house 431,00
¥ paid fer trenching, teaming, underpining and work
) on the lot 10.13
“1 ' Committee's servises %,00
&, lioney in the hands of the comittee 54,37

Hiechard S, 8ifTord

voted thet Chnrles I', Shermsn be com, to finish the underpinnings et

|
Deec, %0 com.te collect the moneydue
to see 1f the dist. will choose & com. te build up the wallwhere the

0ld acheol house now stands, asfterthe removel of the old house,.
Jan 8 Yelotes L, Almy chosen com, to Wild up the wall where the
0ld house stends - to compare with the wall s. of where the house

formerly stood



Frederick Allen clerk until Jan 8, 1862

May

10, To choose a District Clerk

David S. Howland clerk of dst mo. & April 25 1865
To see if the dist will vote that all money in the hands of the

agent, after paying all legal demands against it shall be deposited
in en Institution for Savings in behalf of the Dist.

Last page of book At a legal meeting warned and held at the school
house in Dist No. 3 Westport on saturday April 16th, 1864 at 75
occleek the following was done,

1et Riehard 8, Gifford was chosen mederator
ond Wm, W, Hondy chosen prudenticl com. for the ensueing year

Voted to adjourn without day

David S5, Howland “lerk

Report of Building Committee Bor Scheol District Ne 3 in Westport

Paid James I, Westgete for Sundried

1"
L
"
(i

J, D, Flint & Co w u
Y? & W M, Cook " Shingles
Borden & Almy " Chair

For Curtains
Horse Keeping.28 Dinner .33
Hasp & Staples ,17 Glass .08 Teoll .08 Broom .50
Horge & Viazon to go to IFall River
Pardon Almy for Labor
Zelotes L, Almy "
David Howland n
Ceorge Howland " and lumber
John Allen lebor & nails
Rhoda Palmer cleaning scheel house
Amron Bezse for Boat
Peleg Sherman Oxen & Shingles
John Gammons Auctloneer
R, Macomber & Co, Bumber and nails
Committees Services

Keceived of Thomas W, Cornell for Old School house

i
n

of Yohn Holvmnd
for Lumber left

Balance Due to Dist,
April 8 1862

Charles F, Sherman
Committee

9,20
15.00
2.560
1.20
1.80
«71

« 89
1.30
35,00
o 40
.00
5,71
9.49
12
)
3650
.00
25,64
10,00

85,45

45,75
51 .37
l.64
98,76
85,45



Nemes in Dist. #3 reports
Allen, E}g&gﬁigﬁ ,GWm. 5., John, James, Samel G, Major, abner W.
?

Almy, Yelotes L. , . G.

Eesse, Poter S,

Briggs, Thomas

Brightman, Senford, Joseph, Abner

Brownell, Giles, Geo, R, Ezra P.

Butts, Geo. W.

Chase, Phitip T., Vim.W.

Cﬂmﬂll, Wim. w- Thomﬂﬂ W.

Dovall, Jonathan

Gidley, Fred

Gifford, Ldwaerd, S,, Geo, H., Abner R.;Thomna B‘,Richard S,,Alex.A/
Eli, Barney

Handy Wmj W.

Hewland, John W, Haston, Poseph, David, S, Geo. Brd.jRobert F.

Jenes, CUharles C,

Gammons, Jehn G,

Macomber, Kestcome, Andrew S,

Mosher, Jos. Jr., George, Benj. F. Lorenzo U,

Potter, Philip

Sanford, Philip

Shermen, Peleg, Charles S., Thomas B,

White, John, Abraham C.; Geo, S. Peleg S. Andrew J.

Willcox, Seabury, Wilcox, Abner

Wing, David, Ezra , Charles, Luthan

Whalen, Jonathan

Wordell, Joshua
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Hete book of Tharess Giffords

Cantwal Villape, lass,
Jem 11, 1816 = -vwy 0

Tha "Busy Bee Circle” meet wlth Xabe Macomber with aine
members prasent. There wad no meeting.
dege'd dues 180 |

gale <30
81 DpeTy %400
G.70

nanes in hook

Mra. Kent, 9.H,

Ley. llre Kent

Addis Kirchy

Marthu Toipp

Mayy #llon, Frod,

Kate Macomber, Soc.

Mps, Wabttheus

Mys. Marin Mosher { pres. later)
Mps. Jeune Poltox |
Miss iarisnne Macomber

Mr. S.4, Maceubvers btenewment to have onr elrcles and sudpers
lypg, Mayy Srthingstall vice jres.

Lecra “hernan

Mrs. Jes. Whelden

Mrs, Franl Sherman

Mpa, Avitbur Allen

Mrs. Vm. Drewn

Mrs. Hobext Deane

Hrs. Frack Slecum



Notes from New England Families )l
Genealogiesl and Memorial a7
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LEWIS FAMILY

Lewis, John (France) settled in Bakerville Dart. then F.R.
George (son¢ born in Bakerville 1827 later shivped in bark
"Pilezrin" shipped from Somerset, Mass, Capt. Charles Petiey
to Indian Ocean sperm wholes (interesting Btory)
Smith Mills ~Cummings Batting Mill
1854 West, Mfg. Co. bought from Gideon Allen 48,000

This mill earlier 1812 was making yarn and weaving cloth %70a. of
land and saw mill thereon {1,200 ¥. Cotton Mfg. Co. wwners were
White, Job, a housewright
lisson, John Swansesa
Strange, Joseph of Taunton a blacksmith
Weatporters owning shares {500 each were: Edward Lorden, Nbbthan
Lincoln, Levi Uhace, Zaccheus Gifford, and Job White.

1814 reorsanized -- bought 200 additional a. from Henry Freelove
for $3,897.50 Mill built of wood, painted red known as the "eid
1 Tﬂd millﬂ .
Times were bad == weaving done in homes,
1815 changed hands until 1862%
" again, W. lifg. Co o
1826 red mill burned, Samiel Allen builb sone mill
1828 Changed again Richard Allen of W, new owner {15,000
1829 sold to Henry and Josephn #llen both of N.Y.C,
1830 Josephn Allen bought out Henry
82 18%0 so0ld to Vim. . Allen of New Ded.
18%4 John Avery Parker son Fred. in 1837 —
once more to Um. . Allen for {30,000
1841 sold to brother Gideon 15,000
GCoats of England
Shoves
Mossis mnde yubber boots and shoes
Gideon Allen
1854 Geo. W, and ®lijah R. Lewis bro. 8,000 had 130 a,
Taken in to the co., half bro. ¥m. B. Trafford and Augustus Chace
1872 sons of Wm. taken in ¥Wm. C. and Andrew kK.
1872 Another sone mill erected called "Forge Privelege"
then became known as the "Star Mill" ell added 4 store
houses,
water power 400 horse power
in drvy season steam used
made earpet warp, mops, mop yarn, cotton wrapping twines,
and candle, miners?! tufting, caulking wicking with over 300 employed .
1918 wowned 1,400 ac, (100 cleared)
%8 company houses and 30 private.

$S/6 fo



Protestant Chureh

@araonaf-;e

atholic churech

two story Union school

rolling dam 70" length

recently built bart & West. St. hailway Co,

Geo. Lewis invested surpluss earning in New Bed, real estate
ended owing 27 parcels  son Albert took over mill
Geo. died at 87 in 1914

§1ijah Robinson Lewis married iary #1llen ®immons in 1850
on Thomas Leander married Lillian H. Hicks dau. Corina
married Chester GiTford.
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Loaned we by Theresa Vifford

From: NEW ENGLAND BAMILIES
Genealogical and Memorial
The American Histerical Seciety (Ind.)
New York Bosten Chicape
1916

LEWYS PAMILY.

John Lewis, the founder in this country of the family here under consideratien,
left France, at the age of seven or eight years, to come to America with a vessel,
with the understanding that the lad sheuld be given an education by the friendly
captain, and sent heme at the ane of eighteen years. 'lhis compact was adhered to,
but when the youth arrived at his home pert, on account of the war between England
and France, he found it under bleckade by a Lritish fleet, and ne cheice was left
him save to return to fmerica, where he settled for once and all, never again visit-
ing his native land, Had it not been for this memorable Mapeleon cenflict, this
family would prebably, never have been founded in this country, hence the destinies
of its members are so closely cennected with this international quarrel that it de-
mands a prominent place in any history of this Lewis family. 1Ulpon the U,S,. declas-
ing war upen Great (ritain, in 1812, young Lewis tendered his services to hig adept-
country, and after a term of service on the old "Constitution” of the “merican navy,
under Commedore Decatur, decided to remain in this country. He warried (first) ---
Dewnes, and teo this unien were born the following children: Asa, who was lost at
sea: Pamelia, who wmrried Ldwin #1drich: marinda, who married John Smith; Mary who
married Daniel Yripp; Thowas ., who married (£iest)-J Phebe 2inmens; Sarah, who
married )first) James Lloyd, and (second) “alviu ~owman; and Warren Downes, who
married Sarah Jencks. The mother of these children died in Providence, and John
Lewis then settled in Bakerville, Yo, Yart,, where he uarried (second) wrs. Sarah
(Castinae) Trafford, widowy of William Lracdford Trafferd, and daughter of Rayuond
Castino, and his wife, Phoebe (Salisbury) Castino, he being a Frenchman by Birth,
who came to Smerica and settled in Westport, Mass,. In 1829, with his family,

John Lewis removed te Fall Kiver, Mass., where he found employment, and where he
continued to reside. ‘Lo Jehn and Sarah (Castine-Iraffored) Lewis were bern child-
ren asfollows: Yeorge VW,, mentioned below; £lijah R,, menltioned below.

George W, Lewis, son of Jehn and Sarhh (Castine-Trafferd) Lewis, was born in
Bakerville, So. lart,vass. July 11, 1827, Tpw)years later his parents removed to
f all "iver, where he, at an early age, wriet to work. Having had but a limited educa-
tional training, he later attended what was known as the "Green School House," and
after his marriage became a student at Taylor's Lusiness Collepe, New Led, At the
tender age of seven years he had begun ‘his business career at the Gleve Print
Works, putting colors on sieves for the calice printers at the munificent salary of
seven Yankee shillings per week, Either the work or the pa; did net appeal to him,
for he soon secured a hetter place in a small Batting Mill lecated wher: the present
R.%,Reed Co, bleck, Pleasant sireet, E.R,, now stards. Numerous other changes fellowed
during the next few years, notable among which was his employment at Israel Buffing-
ton's Batting Mill, on the site af the nresent Estes Mill., This was literally speak-
ing "A one-horse concern." the power "or the machinery bLeing supnhlied by a patient
steed, which, exposed to wind and weather, operated a windlass similar to theose used
to-day for moving buildings, Mr, Lewis' first positien of responsibility cawme to him
in the Oliver Chace Mill at “latville, where he was given charpe of the spinning-
room, by this time he hacd reached the age of sixteen, and after eleven years of
work in this mill he caught the whaling [ever, so common among the boys eof his gen-
eration. v“hipping {rom Somerset, Mass, in the old bark, "Pilyrim,” he set out on a
two years' cruise under Captain Charles Yettiey., lhi: vessel was owned by the Hoods,
of Somerset, whe had fitted her [or a woyage to the Indian ecean in search of sperm
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whales, which was then a lucrative enterprise, After remaining with this vessel for
eighteen months, “r, Lewis, with three companions, planned to desert the ship, and in
Fernandine Yeost kay, they slipped ever the side inte the water, swimming te shore,
and failed to return, k~*'al1:’rlg upen the old native king, they gave him a plentiful
supply of beads and calice in return for which he provided them with two guides, who
were te direct them with te Mozambique, one hudred miles away, threught a country
which had never before been traversed by a white man. Ypen reaching mﬂ?lmbique, how-
ever, the members of the party feound that they had enly their treuble fer their pains
They sent their runners on ahead to recenneitre, and te send back new puides for the
rdmainder of the journey. Meantime for shrewd Captain Pettery, puessing that his miss-
ing men whould make {or "onzambique, had sailed around te that peint, and the new
guides whe went sut teo meet them cenducted the weary party, net te liberty, but to the
leck-up, and eventually te the completion of the voyage. Upen his return, in 1847,
Mr. Lewis teek charge of the “oarse Yarn Mill, eperated by Azariah and Jarvis “hove,
at Newville, X,T, where he centinued for a perind of about a year, His next pesition
was at Smith Mills, where he was given charge of his scend plant, the John Cummings
Batting Mill, After about one year at Smith Mille, Mr, Lewis and his brother, Blijah
R. Lewis, leased the Fagleville Carnet Warp Mill, &t Tiverton, R,1, which they cen-
cnnﬁuctea successfully for several years, engaged in the 0f, of twine, carpet warps
and candle-wicks, There is to-day neighée mill nor settlement in what was then the
flourishing village of Eagleville, Here these brothers centinued for four and one-
half years, or until 1854, when the owners of the mill atteupted to double the rent,
and the brothers resolved te own their own plant, securing the Westport Mfg, Co. .
plant at Yestport, Mass, of Uideon #1len, fer $8,000 of which they paid $1,000 in
cash, and the balance in seven yearly installments., Here was laid the feundatien

of the present enternriseing and presperous business, knewn as the Westpert mfg. Co,
lecated at Westport Factery, “ass. In Dec. 1812, John Masen, of Swansea, Joseph
Strange, of launten, @ blacksmith, and Jeb White, of Westport, a heusewright, ass-
ociated themslves togehhar for the purpese of making yarn feor the weaving of cleth
They purchased a site in Westpert, “ass, comprising seventy acres of land "%ith a
saw mill thereen standing, and 2 stream of water and all the privileges thereaf, and
the privileges of flewing the land abeve the mill dam necessary for said pend or the
works thereen erected." The purchase price was $1,200, and an association was formed
under the title of the Westport Cotten fg Co,, with a capital stock of $20,000,
divided ifte ferty shares at $500 per share, and dispesed of as follews: Edward
Borden, of Westport, ene share: Nathan Linceln, of Westpert, ene share: iﬁvi Chace,
of Westport, ene share; John “ray, of “omerset, four shares; John Earl, of Swansea,
one share; William Farl, of “wansea, one share; laniel Hale, of Swansea, twe shares;
Paniel Dw#d]yof vwansea, twe shares; Zaccheus Gifford, of Westport, four and ene-
half shares; Job White, of Westport, feur and ene-half shares, and the remaining
nineteen shares either being left in the treasury or held by the promoters. The
business had inception at a peried when the stimulus of a market clesed teo fereipgn
preductien was giving an inflated encouracem#nt to demestic enterprise, The mill

was not ready for aperation when peace was declared hetween the U.S. and Great *ritain
and as a consequence a revulsion came, decreasing the price nf cotten cleth Fifty

per cent. Thronghout the country a reneral desressian ruldd:; many cotten mfg sus-
pended, and the strongest struggled on with difficulty, Thic thic new enterprise,
lagped, A reorganization, hewever teook place in 1214, consisting of Joseph Sray,
Samuel Yray and Hanah Wilbur, all of Somerset; laniel Male, Wm.Hale, Ames Mactin,

Wm. “arvel, John Masen, John Andrews and John Earl, all of Swansea; Levi Chace, Job
White, Zaccheus “ifford, Isaac Macember, Job “ifford, Lphraim ---- These parties
purchased of llenry Freeleve, two hundred acres of land additienal, at a ceost of
$3,897,50, A mill was built of woed, and painted red, and was subsequently known as
the "red Mill," Fer some coensiderable time the depressien continued, and dissatis-
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jon among many steckhelders resulted in a large preopertion ef the heldings exchang-
ing hands, Early in 1815, Messrs. Masen and Strange, whe had been prominent in

the cempany, seld their interests te Jeb White for $2,250; Zaccheurs Gifford pur-
chased a threZeights interest in the plant fer $7,500, which was par value; Josenh
Gray, of “eomerset, took a tenth interest, and several members of the cempany in-
creased their holdings. ‘he tariff of 1816 stimulated the cetten industry, but fer
some reasan the Westport Cotton Mfg. uol was net a success. Mills had become quite
numerosus in K.1, and Cenn,, and these were managed to better advantage. Fer in-
stance, they had wagons at their dispesal which facilitated them in distributing
among the farmers' wives and daughters ef the neighbering towns yarn te be weven,
which, when in a finished state, was called for by the same wagens. ‘he “estport
Cotten Mfg, “o, te some extent fellewed the same course, but witheut success. The
stock again changed hands, an! Messrs. “radford and Vaniel H. Howland, Jr. ac-
quired a centrelling interest, cenducting the factery until ®pril 7, 1822, *“nech
Wiswell, of Watertown, and Samuel Allen, of Brimfieldy were the next purchasers,
and the name eof the conpany was then changed te its present style, the Westpert

Mfg. Co. Within a short time, Mr, Allen purchased the entire plant, paying his
partner for his interest, $8, 6350, About the year 1826, the "red Mill" was burned
and very seon thereafter Mr, Allen commenced the erection of a stone mill, the stone
being supplied by “ntheony Hathaway, of New Bedbrd, farm a ledce which he at that time
wwned, Tewards the latter part of 1828, while the new factery was still in process
of censtruction, the property again changed hands, Richard Allen, of Westport, being
the purchaser, The price paid was $15,000. On May 29, 1829, Richard Allen seld eut
ts Henry and Joseph Allen, beth ef N,Y,City, Included in the sale at that time were
"Five turning engines, téw small lathes, ene cemmon lathe, one double-geared lathe,
one cutting engine, six iren vises, twelve double engine cards, and sixty-feur
spinning frames, tegether with main gearing te eperate the same.” Un “ept. 10,1&30
Joseph Allen bought Henry Allen's énterest, and en Dec, 7, ef the same year, seold
the entire plant te “illiam H, Allen, ef New “ed, The latter sold the plant en

Jan. 4, 1834, te Jehn ‘very Parker, and the 1afler's sen,Prederick, On Oct, 2, 1837,
it reverted by sale eonce more ts William H, Allen, the price therefer being $30,000.
Apether peried of business depressien threugheut the country then set in, and cen-
tinmed for several years, and en july 7, 1841, William H, Allen seld a half inter-
est in the factery and a stene barn," te his brether, Uideen Allen, fer $15,000,

The business depression ef the colitry still centinuing, en Feb., 16, 1843, William

H, Allen was forced to make an assignment of his preperty fer the benefit of his
crediters, and Gideen Allen then became the sole ewner of the cetton mill praeperty.
A firm named Ceats from England then operated the mill for a time, and they were
succeeded by the Sheves, whe made a certain yarn, which, when weven, was an imitation
of a cleth eriginally Lrought frem China, much in vogue at that time, made of a
species of cotton naturally yellew in celer, A N.Y. firm named Moerris then became
operators of the mill, their praduct being rubber beots and shees, but this venture
preved unsuccessful, and the mill was apain clesed, Llhe preperty was several times
dispesed of , but as many times eventually fell bhack inte the pnssesiion of Gideon
Allen, Tn 1854, Ueorge W, and Plijah R, Lewis, Brothers, about twenty-seven and
twenty-five years of age, respectively, were engaged in successfully enerating the
Lagleville Mill, leased by them at liverten, P.1. daing a business simular to that
for which the Westpnnrt Mill was built, Llheir lease exnired at Tiverton about this time

and the Wewners of the property deubled the reamt of the plant for future use. the
repairs needed an the leased property would entail a considerable expense and the
brothers cencluded it more profitable to apnly the amount, which by renewing their
lease would necessarily have to be axpended for repairs, en the purchase of some
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property ef their ewn, and consequently negotiated for the plant at Westpert,

the transfer of which was made the same year at a purchase price of $8,000,

of which $1,000 was paid in cash, and the remainder in instdllments of $1,000 a
vear for seven years, with interest added. ‘he preperty purchased comprised "one
hundred and thirty acres of land, with mill privileges, stone factory, barns and
dwelling houses thereen, together with all the privileges and appurtenances te the
same belenging." A ghert time after the purchase ef the preperty by the Hessrs.
Lewis, there were taken into the cempany their half-brother, William ¥, lrafferd,
and Augustus “hace, whe were then in the same business in Tiverten (now Fall River)
under the firm name of “hace & frafford . dr. Chace withdrew fren the firm about
six years later. The business was successful from the start, and in 1870-81 the
mill was enlarged, deubling its size and capacity, a stone iell follewing shortly,
which was used as a "picking department." George W. and Eligjah R, Lewis gave atten-
tion te the mfg. énd ef the busniness, and William W, lrafford served as agent

and treasurer from the time he became interested until his death, which eccurred
in 1880. In 1872 William C. and Andrew ®, Trafford, sens of William k. irafferd,
were admitted as members of the cempany, ‘hese younz men had fer a number of years
been empleved by the cempany in various capacities, being familiar with the de-
tails of the business. in 1916 the Westport mfg. Co. was incornarated, under the
laws of Mass., with the fellowing offieers; William C, Traffoerd, nres,; Albert W,
Lewis, vice-pess,; Albert-U,-Lewis, 'lenry.L. Trafferd, treas. and Thomas L, Lewis,
assistant treasurer,

In 1872, another stone mill was erectad on what was called the "forge Privilege,"
owres by the company, This mill became known as the "$tar Mill," and not a great
while afterwards an ell was alse acded thereto, ucerd as a "picking and enening
dent,." Teo the plant wa: further added four storehouses, and an "assorting and
bafling dent," Llhe rapidly increased business of this cdept. so overtaxed their
capacity at Westport for the handling of stock from the New vedford and F,R, mills,
that it was found necessary te establish anether plant for this purpese at &,R,
their Assorting and “aling Mill in the latter city being located (1917) on
North Main street,

The stock used at the Westport Mill censists of waste from cetten made by mills
mfg cloth and yarn, The plant of the West, Mfg. “o. is run by water power Labout
400 hersepower) a greater part of the year. During the dry season, stseam power
is alse used. This company alse at this writing cenducts a large cerporation
store in the village, adjeining the plant, supplying other people in the vicinity,
as well as the employees. The products af shis cempany, comprising carpet warp,
mons, mop yarns, cotten wrapping twines, and candle, miners® tufting and caulking
wicking, ase well and favorably Hnown threughout the U.5, and Candda, and the
demand for them has been such that the mills have up te present time always been
run on full time. In additien, the cempany is a very large collectaepy of cotton
waste of all kinds, contracting with mills in both cities, as aforementioned,
their specialty in this department being stocks used by knitting, woelen and yarn
mills. Over three hundred operatives are given steady employment by this cempany.

Since the ariginal purchase, the company has acquired from time to time
ad jacent land, se that their present (1918) heldings include abeut 1,400 acres,
on= hundred of which are cleared, and the remainder wooded. The village surround-
ing the plant censists of thrity-eight cempany houses and thirty private residences,
a Protestant chmrch, and narsonage, a Cathelic church, and a large tww-story Unien
schoel heuse. ** rolling dam, abeut ceventy feet in length, has recently been built
by the Dart. and Westport St. Kailway Co, and the Westport Mfg. Co, , the villace
having leen brought inte preminence by the epening of the above nentioned el=ctric
railway, which connects the cities of New Hed, and *.R. wa well as by the conversion
of Lincoln Park ints a pleasure resort, the latter being only a shert distance
from the plant of the Westport Mfg. “o.
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FEarly in his career as a manf,, Geerge W. Lewis began te invest his surplus earn-
ings in New Bedford real estate, The cotlen Mfg mevement was just taking ferm int
that ciyy, and he was quick to see that land values would greatly increase in con-
nection with the mill industry. His judgement has Leen verified time and again, per-
haps never mere noticeably that with regard to his very first purchase in that city.
This was a tract of thirteen acres for which he ppid $3,500, about forty-five years
ago. Today this same eri property is conservatively estimated to be worth net less
440,000, which is a fairly geod profit on thh original investment, lbp, Lewis, how-
ever, was an invester rather than a speculater, and in all his landed operatien
he never seld but one piece of property, preferring te put his heldings en a foot-
ing where they paid a good rate of interest and retained them, A rederd of nearly
fourscore years in the cetten mfg. business, real estate operations en an extensive
scale, a whaling veyage featured by an hundred-mile tramp through a part of “frica
where a white man had never set feot, and the rearing of 2 flamily, whose combined
aged (1912) with that of their parents was four hunired and eighty-nine years, are
sone of the incidents which the late Geerge W, Lewis, whe was fer so many years
head of the Westpert Mfg. Ce., could, in his declining years, dook back upen as he
sat in his beautiful heme overlooking the Neguecheke river, within a few hundred
yards of the factery which he had directed since 1854, The reader must net infer
from this statement thatMr. Lewis, for all his leng and eventful career, devoted his
entire time to reminiscences of long age, Such eccupation was reserved for his spare
moments, which even in his eighty-fifth year were chiefly noticeable by their absence.
While keeping in clese touch with the business of the factory, Mr, Lewis made it a
naint to attend every public real estate sale of impertance that was held in New
Bedferd, and within a few months nrier te his death purchased af $37,000 property
at auctien., This brought his tetal heldings in that city te twenty-seven different
parcels of land, every ona of which went to him under the auctioneer's hammer, “on-
sequently, “r. Lewis was reckoned with as a moving fore~ in the mfg. and commercial
circles te te-day, as well as a pioneer of more than a half century age. Starting
in his business career as a tier-bey in the Glove Print Werks, eof F.R., Mass. he had
passed through all the successive upward stages to b large and prosperous busimsss,
ascribing his remarkable sucfess te no eutside help or special training, but te
sheer hard work and the exercize of good cemmen sense and seund business judgment,
In conclusien, it may be stated, without frear of cortradiction, that it weuld
be difficult te find another man of his years whe was se progressive and se ready
te adent improvements as was "r. Lewis, He was quick to realize the advantages of any
new invention and as guick te install them when their worth was established. He was
ane of the first maf. in Southern Mass to establish a meter service for the business
with which he was connected, and throughout the plant of the West. Mfg. Ce. where
the burden of the management, since his father's death develves upon his sen, Albert
W, Lewis, &he most modern and up-te-date equipment and methads are the rule. Mr,
Lewis passed away at his home in Westpert Factory, "“ass, Aub. 29, 1914, at the
advanced age of eighty-seven years, after a most active and successful life, his
declining years having made happy and contented by the filial affection of his
devoted children and grandchildren,

On July 14, 1849, Mr. Lewis was untited wn marriage te Lydia Ann Mesher, a native
of Vart, Mass, the daughter of Richar d and Cynthia (Rogers) Masher. Six children
Sara A, Ueorgianna, Jesephine L, TdaL Geof. I,

Albert W. Lewis, youngest Ehhld ;f the late George W. Lewis, was born in
No. “ar, Mass, Sept, 23, 1867, mnd was educated at Wesleyan Academgly etc.
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After completine his educatienal training he became identified with the West,
lfg Co,, of which business his father was one of the founders, and of which he is
vice-pres anc pgen, managger of their plants beth in Par. and F,R,-—--=

On Jan 31, 1895, Mr, Lewis was united in marriage to Lottie W, Little, at New
Bedford, dan, ef Francis W, and “nne M,(Ricketson) Lititte , of that city, and this
union has been blessed with six childrei, as follows: Albert W, Jr, born led, 1895,
Lottie W, b, Jen 1897, Violet, Sept, 1898, Wm, C.T, April 1900. ®da E b/ Fuly 1903
Richard Hught, Jan 1914

Elijah Rebinson Lewis, son of John and Sarah (Castine-Trafford) Lewis, was born in
bakerville, So. Dart. Mass. Yct 1829. Soon after his birth, his p arents memoved te
#.R, Mmass., where he acquired his early educatienal traing in the district schools
of his neighbarheod, and early in life set out to learn the mill business, obtaining
employment in the “hace & lrafford Mills, at “t. Hepe, F.R. In 1850, in company with
his brother, veo. ¥, Lewis, they leased the *agleville Carpet Warp Mills at Iiverton,
R.T, where they were successfully engaged in mfg. bor abeut four and ene-half years,
or until 1854, when the owners of the mill attempted to double the rent, and the
brothers resolved te own their own plant, securing the Westport Mfg, Co. palnt, at
Westport , Mass, as stated above, Por 2 time the Lewis Pro, eperated the new plant
alene, when they admitted thrir half-berhter, Wm, B Trafferd, and Augustus Chace,
as partners in the business, both of whem had been engaged in a similar lone of mfg.
at Tiverton, now ¥.R, under the firm name of “hace & irafford. After an association
of about six years with the Westport Cn, Mr, Chace retired, Geeo. W, and 321ijah R,
Lewis gave their attention te the mfg end of the business, while Wm. B. Trafford
served as agent and treasurer of the co. The business proved a success from the start,
and after some time orew to large pronortions, additions te the plant being constant-
ly made tn keen pace with the rapidly increased demand of their products, which
are uriversally well and favorably known whereesver used. itr, Lewis continued act-
ively identified with the Westnort mfp Co, until his death, which nccurred July
14, 1897, in the sixty-eighth year of his age, in New Bed, Mass, te which city he had
removed with his family, in 1877, and where he had continued te reside during the
remainder of his active and useful life,

On April 14, 1850, Mr. Lewis married Mary Allen Simmons, dau, of Parden and Sarah
(Sanford) Simmons., She died in New BEed, Mass. Jan 1914 the mother of four children,
Eli jah Francis, 1851, Themas Leander, 1853,Abbie W. 1857 Nettie M. 1860
Thomas Leander married Lillian H, Hicks, dau. ef Ueor, A, and Mary E, (Crape) Hicks,
of lart, Mass, three died goung, Eeila 5. married wWm. Maker. Corina, who married
Chaster Yifford, and they reside in West, the parents of twe children, C. Arnold and
Virginia Yifferd; Irene &, who married br, C, B, Hopkins, of So.Weymeuth, Mass

A man of sterling qualities, Mr, Lewis' death was keenly felt by his associates
in business, as well as by all who knew him, He was a plain, agreeable, unvarying man
in his business and seocial relations, lThere was neither ostentation nor shew in his
make-up, but raiter a marked antipathy for pretense and deceit. Nowhere in New
England can there he found a family that for mere than half a century have eccupied
a higher position in the financial and industrial world than this Lewis family,

M, Lewis' greatest pleasure outside of his business interests may be said to have
bsen found in his heme and family, where were displayed a devotion and indulgence
rarely witnessed, His usefulness as a citizen extended far outside his business car-
ecr into spheres of acifve beneficence.




MNotes from Hicks family --

Tieks one of the oldest (uakey families
Hieks, Lobert from kng. on ship "Fortune" 1721
John wns his fathex
Samiel -eldest sone of Robert was active in pro-
motine the settlement of Dart. emong the 36 original purchasers.
Owneinz 1/34 part of the town. 1670 - one of 7 freemen of the bown.
Thomas song of Samuel & Lydia (Doane) MHicks
Ephraim son of Thomas & Mary (iAlbro) Hicks
Elder John Hicks eldes of kphraim & Sarah (Kingaly)
Hicks Nov. 30, 1755 settled in westport and was the noted elder of the
Iyiends Society of that town.
Joslah b, 1745
Joshfah son of Josdah and Lleanor (West) Hicks settled
in Dart now liest.
Josiah 2nd 1808 married Sereptha Phillips
Iva Phillips was a soldier of the kev, private in Capt. John Cook's
16th Co, Col John Heath's See. Bristol County Reg. from Aug. 1780,
5 days on an alarm abt K.l.

Daniel E. oldest of Josiash (2) born in West,., and
Sereptha (Phillips) Hicks married Prudence dau. of -~bner Lrownell
be in lieat.
taught school
made agriculture his occpation

Geo. A, eldest of Daniel E. and Prudence b. 1829 in West,

dngagad in agriculture West,
later in Dart. 1863

married Mary Crapo B. in west. .. el e - L anhi i

3) Cee 7 I T ¢ e o T ke ke T

e

{; 4 / /



(The Hicks Line)

This is one of the oldest American Quaker families, and the name anpears in
R,1 and Mass records with various spellings, such as Hix and Hicks,

(1) Robert Hicks came from kngland in the ship "Fortune" in 1721, te Plym-
outh, Mass, Ye was a leather dresser in Londen in 161&, a great-grandson of
Themas Hicks, of lrotworth, *ngland, who inheriied his estgie from his father,

John Hicks, a descendant of Sir Ellis Hicks, who was knighted by “dward, the
black Prince, in 1356, HRobert Hicks' wife, ™argaret, with two sons, -amuel
and Ophraim, and tow, daughters, came in the ship "Ann," in Aug. 1623. Rebert
llicks died March 24, 1647,

(11) vamuel licks, eldest son of Robert and Margaret Hicks, was in Flymeuth
as late as 1643, and removed soon after to bastham, Mass,. where he was representa-
tive in 1649, Soen after this he removed to barnstable, and was admitted as
inhabitant of that tewn, Yc.t 3, 1662. iere he was aclive in promoting the settle-
ment of Varl., and was anmeng the thirty-six eriginal purchasers, awning one-thirty-
fouth part of the town, whither he renoved before 1670, in which year he was record-
ed May 1, as one of the seven freemen of the town. Ie married, in 1645, in kastham,
Lydia dan., of John Doane, of that town, The births of twe children are recorded
there: lorcas, born Feb. 14, 1652; Margaret, March 9, 1654,

(111) thomas llicks, son of Bamuet and Lydia (Toane) Hicks, lived in Dari and
Portsmeuth, “,1., where he died in 1698, He was a carpenter by trade, and admitted
a freeman of Portsmouth in 1673, Six years later he seld one-fourth eof a share
at Seaconnet for twenty-two pounds, ten shillings. The enventery of his estate in
Portsmouth, made Yct, 15, 1698, amounted teo 140 1bs, His land in Tiverton was valued
Bec. 1707, at 250 1bs, and was divided ameng his three sens, who were required teo
pay twenty peund$ to each of the three daughters. la married Mary Albro, who was
still living in 1710, Children: Sarah, married John “nthony; Thormas, died 1759; *
Samuel, died 1742, in iiverton; Rphraim, Susanna, Altrail and Elizabeth,

1V) Ephraim , son o' Theomas ana ™ary (Albre) Hicks b, aboit 1684-86

(V) rlder John Njcks, eldest:son of Lpbraim and Sazah (Kingsley) Hicks, was b
bofir May 10, 1712, in Reheboth, and .there married, Junc 1734 Hannah Galusha,
Children Sarah, Jacob John Nathan Josiah, Hannah Anna Paniel, Nov. 30, 1755 settled
in Westport, ™Mass, and was the noted elder of the Friends' Seociety of that tewn,

V1 Josiah Hicks, bX1745

VEL Josiah (2) Hicks, sen eof Josiah (1) and Eleaner (West) Hicks, was born
in Royalston, and settled in that part of Darl Mass, which is now Wéstpert.

There he married, Nov, 13, 1808, -ereptha Phillips, of lar/ bern April 1784, dau. of
Tra Phillips and Sarah (dollins ) Phillips . {rg_Phillips was a soldier of the P
Revelution, serving as a private in Capt. John “ook's (Sixteenth) Ce. Cel. John a
Heath's (Sec. Bristol County) reg., from Aug 1780, five days, on an alarm at K.I,
Chitdren: Daniel £, Jaceb, “arah, “ancy, %liz., Merried Jereme sBriggs, Amanda, Philip.

(VI11I) Daniel B, Hicks, edddest child of Josiah (2)ahd Sereptha (Phillips) Iicks,
was born in Westport, where he grew to manheod, and was educated in the public s
scheols. PFor a sherf peried in early life he taubht schoel, and subsequently made
agriculture his occupation in his native town, where he died, He married Ppudence
dau, of Abner ®gpownell, bern in West, Children; George A, Sarah, married Henry todd,
Leonara, majrried Jonathan Wood: Lydia, murried Henry &liss; Ruth, married Andrew
Mosher; Carrie, married Frank Bliss; Jonathan B,; Yrenville P,

Maria, Married Jonathan Weod, as his second wife,

(LX) Yeorge A. Hicks, eldest child of Vaniel E, and Prudence, b. 1829, in Westp,
where he attended the public scheols, and engaged in agriculture, first in that tewn,
and later in Dart., whither he removed in 1863. Married Mary Crape, b, in West,
daug, of “Yearge U, and Lurana (Dennis) Crepe, of that town. bay, Mr, *homas L, Lewis
Nellie married ‘rahklin Sissen, of West,
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Macomber 518
William died 1711 b. Dart. now Westport Point
William 2nd son of Wm. 18% wag a cooper
wife Mary BEliz. 1675
Wm, 1674
Thomas
Abiel
John
Ephraim

Maxry

Thomas 2nd son of Wm. 2 and Mary ferryman sold 2 boats, a wharf
3 pieces of land ferry companiments bought land in Tiverton

Brownell, James Ellery 518

Borden 518 = o
B

Tripp's (gen.) with Buffinton connections

Basgett, Anselm son 518
Thomas - Lydia

" Married Rosalinda Holmes soon #fter gsettleing at the Head
20 yrs, practicing law Firm Bassett & Reed over 55 yrs.
186% Baagsettt retirement He was the oldest practitioner in

140 a.

Bristol County & one of the oldest in the state,
1831 he rep. his town in the State Legislature

1832 App. registrap of probate for the county of Bristol

Bassett, Charles Jarvis Holmes son b. 1814 Westport

Allen, Noel Westport

Palmer, (name derives from =--- 519

Wm. firsTAm, immigrant 66 that name came to this country -On ship

"Fortuna"

with son§ Wm. in 1621 wife Frances in the ship "Anne"

Wm, 4 John & Mary Richmond Palmer b. 1694

John 3 Married Margaret dau, of Wm., & Sarah (Brownell) Macomber of West.

Gidion Palmer son of John and Marg. b. in W. 1774

Deborah Ann, 1810 married PhilYip Grinell, W.

O



The Macember Line

Wm., soeper by trade, settled in DNerchester, Mass, and later in Plymeuth

Wm, (2) , son of “m, 1 Macomber, was a ceoper, and lived in Dart. where he purchased
one-fourth of a share in ™ay, 1665, lhis land was in the present town eof Westport,
and included the village of Westpert Peiht, It embraced ene hundred and ferty
acres, a part still in pessessien of the Macomber family, !e died between April 10
and Jply 2, 1711, His wife's name was mMary, and they had children: Eliz., bern
barch 17, 1673: Wm, Dec. 24, 1674; Themas, ; Abiel, “an 12, 1685; John July 11, 1687;
Ephraim, Feb. 11, 1692; Mary, Reb. 15, 1695,

T1T Thomas Macomler, second son of Wm, 2 and Mary, was boern june 3, 1679 in Lart.
was a ferryman, He sold two beats, a wharf, 3 peices nrfahhd an various ferry ace
companiments, Mar. 21, 1727, MHruchased lanﬁ in Tiverton the same year. Wife's name
was Hannah, All the rest is about the family livinz in R.T,

Brownell, James Ellery

Ellery srownell, b, Uec. 11 1804 in Dart, hass. died Nov 25, 1874 married
Phebe Cornell, b. in Parti. 1800

Pardon Cornell Brownell, eldest son b. Dar. “pril 14, 1824 ded at his farm.
Oct, 1811. married Phebe M, (Mosher ) Tucker, Dau, Mary Almy Brownell, “, in Dart,
mrried Dec. 1870 Pardon G White, ®orn in West. sen of Abraham C. and Nancy A.(Gif-
ford) White, ancd grandson of Wm, White and Pardons second wife Ruth J. dau. of
David brownell,

Borden, francis Stephen

(X) francis Stephen Porden son of Stephen Anderson and Ffrancis ®leanor (Wheeler)
serden, Ib. Pec. 25, 1890 e warried 1914 at Westpert, “able “orden Gifford, b
1889 in W. dau, of Lafayette Le“oy and Ludivina Alfretta Ann Gifford

Buffinten, James Needham married, at F,R, 1897, Eliz., “meline ‘ripp, dau.ef Azariah
Sheve and Bliz, ®,(Griffin) iripp daw. granddau. of Philip Jervis Leipp, teacher and
legislator, who was sencof Philip lripn, son of Edmund iripp, sen. ef Philip Smith Iripp,
son ef Jobenh Lrlpp, son of Jsrph 1r:pp son of John 1r1pp, the feunder of the
family and one of the proprietors of Porsmeuth,R.I. Jehn lr1p1was b. 1610 d in 1678;

He was prominent in the efficial public life of “.T., his son, Jeseph lripp, being
equally prominent in the town of Darfl. This branch of the l'r'im,ns settled in the Westport
section of the county, and were pro minent in West. Preetonw an” B.R. Tn the 20th

cent, representatives of the Fuffinton and Irippramilies "ol positisns of honor

and trust --- Janes Needhaw and Eliz. Emeline (‘ripp) Buffinton are the parents of

two sons Eliot, 1898 and Azariah lripp b. 1900,

VIT Anselm kassett, son of Thomas and Lydia (Mendall) Bassett. b in Rochester, ™Mass,
1784, April 29tl, etc, brown Un, entered Erown Yn. Law. Maine, back te “DChCatff
Hleye he married Kosalinda Holmes, soon thereafter settled at Head of West. “ass.
where feor about 20 yrs, he centinued the practice of his chesen prefession with a
marked degree of success. In 1849 was formed what was long &he well-knewn and
successful law firm of Passett & Reed.After a long and most successful practice at
the bar cevering a period of over 55 yrs. on June 1, 1863,kr. Bassett withdrew from
the partmership, At the time of his retirem_ent he was the oldgst practitioner
in Bristoel ceunty, and one of the oldes in the State,

Mr, Bassett always teok a deep interest in public affairs, In 1831 he represented
his town in the State Legislature, and in 1832 was appalnted registrar of probate
for the county ef *ristel,

VLLL Charles Jarvis Holmes “assett. son o b. 1814 in the town of YWestport,
where his educational tra:nzng was begun. ‘or a time he lived with his uncle. Hon. lE/

Charles Jarvis Hémes, in Roechester. Law, did not engate in practice, \:‘"



On the Allen, Rodnlphus N,

TV Samuel Allne, eldest known son net in West,

V. Josenh Allen third son of Samued and Mary (Cog eshall) Allen was bern feb., 1752
in Middletown, and lived in that tewn., Ile, married, bn Newport, 1779 Mary larrart,
He mayl have removed int:West, andlad other children, (Thomas 1783, Neel, Samuel
1781 Thomas 1783 Mary june 1785

VI Noel Allen elesat child of Joseph and Mary was bern May 12, 1780 in Middletown
and lived in Westport, Mass, His intention of marriage te Hannah Dunham is recoredsd
there, 5She was then a resident of Dart.and thexir marriage intention is alse re —
corgded in that town, as well as the marriage, Jan 1801 --Children: “hristine,
Fliza, Susan, Geor. ™arparet, Rhedelphus, 'oward,

VII Rhedelphus Howard, #llen b, Jan 1, 1808 in W, and died in B.R.

Palmers The nane Yalmer was originally a common title of those who had returned
from the Heoly Land, and brought back, as a token and rememebrance of their pilgrim-
age, a palm branch, Thus in Marmien, Cante I, xxiii:
from Alem first, and last frem Home
Here is a holy Palmer come,

I=Wm, the first Am., immigrant ef the namm,came to this ceuntry in the ship "PFertune"
with his sen Wm, in 1621 wife Prances in the ship "Anne"
Wi, (4) send Jehn sen of Wm, 4 and “ary Richmond Palmer b. Nov 1694

VI John 2 4th son of John 1 and Alice Shaw Palmer was b, Sept. 22 1731 in Little
Compton, and there married 1767 Mary Steddard, of that town
ViI Jehn 3 son %ol j&h 2 and Mary Steddard,Palmer, resided in Little Com, and married
Mafﬁrpt, dau, of “p ard Sarah (Brownell) “acowber, of West, Mass. in 1806 John Palmer
Jr. deeded to hip sons Gideon and ldley, his farm and they in the same year leased
it to their faiher.
VIT Gideon Palmer, son of John 3 an< Margaret (Macombber,) Palmer, was b, in West,
Uet. 4, 1774, and married in Little “omp. in 1806, Leis Head, L. there April 17&7
dau. of Daniel anc llannah (lavenport) iHead Setsy, Deberah Ann. 1810 married J‘“h:i.lip
Grinnell, of Wast,

(The Head Linc)

I ~Henry Head, b. 1647 as shonw by the recerds of Little “om. R.I. died in that
town, July 1, 1716. lle was representative to the Ylymouth Ceurt in 1683, and fer
several years afterward, and on the consolidation of the Mass., “ay and Plymouth
colonies, he was representative to the General Court at Besteon in 1692, ‘e married,
in 1677, Blizabeth Pabodie, 1, 1654, died June, 1748, according te the recerds of
Little Compton. She was a dau. of Wm, Pabecdie, and his wife Eliz, dau. of John Alden
of the Mayflower Soleny. Child: Jonathan, L. 1678; Henry, Cbenezer. 1682, Mary 1684,
Innevent, 1686, “en, 1687




Sherman, Peleg Hugprey BESR0

_—

Peleg 3 b. 1704 married in 17351 Bathsheba
Peleg 4 their son b, 1784 d 1776 mar. Dart
Sarah Kirby dau. Thomas K,
Serah sec. mar, 1780 David Wing :
Peleg 4 owned farm on road @rom So. W. to Horseamck house built 1680
% one of the oldest dwellings with a stone chimmey in New Eng.
son ‘Thomas b. 1775 d. 1845 wife Meribah (Allen) Sherman dau. of

Ebanezer Allen
their son Peleg 5 b. 1804 farmer and carpender wife Hannah P. (Case)

Their son Charles mar. 1829
Charles F. father of Peleg Humphrey Sherman b. in West. 1835 4. 1915
taught winter school W. public schools
wmed a farm
on school committee
constable .- _ i
married Martha W, Snell bl 842 d, 1896 dau. Humphrey W. and Clarendia
(Potter) Snell
their child Mariah
Peleg Humphrey
Peleg Humphrey son of Charles & Martha W. y,, on farm ia W. 1866,
taught by Bis father in ¥, school
mason
funeral director -N.Y. then N.Bed, :
married in N, Bed. 1894 Hannah ¥. Davis, B. Dart dau. of
Capt. Joshua V & Eliz. (Wilson) Davis whaling capt.

_Potter, Edward Everett Franklin P. 521
son Warren S, of W,
grandson Werrem- Restcome Potter .b. in Tiverton d. 1B64 at 77
married Bdith Gifford d. 1872 at 82 Pomdie @
Child. Charles, Lyman, Rachel,Warren Sherman, zardpm, gerru. Delilah,
Clarenda, Edwin R. Elias

Gifford, C. Chester-- (Already writtém)

Kirby, Frank Rivers (from Bates,Kirby Co. of New Bed. 521-2
~—Riehard founder of Sandwich 1637 & later of the town of Dart,
moved to Dart. 1660 d, 1688
Richard 2
18t wife Patience Gifford of Sand.
son Robert 1787 part of that became West. 212 a. both sides of the
Coaxet River.
Member of Soe. of Friends
Robert mar, Rebecea Potter
their son Mathaneil married Abigail Russell (descendent of Ralph
Russell iron Forgh at Russells Mill
son Justus his wife Catharine (Cormell) of West.
their son Wesson his wife Hannah {White) of West, she a descen-
dent of Francis Cook of the Mayflower,

A
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their son Abraham his wife Eunice (white) of West.

#holr son Stephen P. Kirby 1st wife Harriet N.(Brownell)
of West. they the parents of Frank Rivers

Frank Rivers. K. b. 1850 d. in New Be, 1915 returned home
in West. engaged in tusiness Kirby & Hicks

returned to New B. Bates & Kirby bakery

_married Cora L. Rddy.

Worth, Henry Barnard lawyer . P.523

~— b, Ia N.Y. 1858
taught school 1877-1881

law in New Bed.
father was Capt. Cdlvin G, Worth of Nantucket

mar. Sarah E. Truell 1891
granfather Wm. a., Quaker

P, 524-5-6 1815 will of Enos Gifford of Little Compton,
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Nev York
PHOMAS i, TRIFP Pres. &t, izchington @lsss Co. 1877 Polrpont
Corn, 1895 comes Tfrom frmily long sested in the town of feirhuven,
hig sncestor, Jos, Tripp, of the second generatich, & deputy from the
town of Dart. in 1685, wns admitted an inhobitant of the Islund of
Agquidneck (mow K.I) in 1636, nnd becume one of the ilmportant men of
the K.I. celony, deputy and agsist@f} mmay years. Le married Hary Pain

FPELEG HILFHREY SHERMAIT -

Peles Shermen (3), born 1704, who married, in 1751, kathshebs ~herman;
their son, Peleg (4)Shermen,borm “eb, 11, @4 1744, died 1776; mer-
ried, in Dert. Mass, Sarsh Kirbr, dsughter of Thomas Lirby. irs.
Sherman narried (second) in 1780, David Ving. Peleg (4) Shermen
_owned theform on the road from So, Weat. to Horeneck, where is still
standinz the Temeus #illism iicketson house built in 1680 and one

of the oldest dwellinge with a stone chimney in New Bngland. Un “this
farm the Shermen fzmily locsted, The léne is continned through their
son, Thomee Shermsn, born 1775, died Oct. *7, 1845, ¢nd his wife,
Verihoh (Allen) Shermsn, dusghter of Ebenezer illem; their gon, Peleg
(5) Sherman, bora Oct.10,1804, ¢ farmer snd crroenter, end his wife,
Lenneh P.(Crse) Sherman, whom he married, Dec. 7, 1829. imong their
ehildren wes Cherles F,, of whon further.

Cherles T, Shermsn, father of Peleg Humphrey Sherman, wus benr in
Westvnort, Eristel count . , “ess,, harch 10, 1835, and died lov, 11,
1915, e w== = well educcted men, snd Tork twinty-one yeurs tahght
the winter term of the iiestvort mublic school. Le owned © furm,
which he eultivabted mony years, :nd wcs one of the respeeted, substan-
ticl men of the town, He w s = kepublicon in polities, was & member
of the school committee, ond constable for meny years, kr,Sherman
married Marthe l/. Snell, tora in %est, liass July 16, 184%, died Dec,
26, 1896, dau-. of Humphrey V. and Clarinds (Potter) onell, of west.
+two children laria L. and Peleg “unphrey.

Peler Humphrey Shermsn, only son of Lharles 7. and kartha V.
w8 born on the home farm in West, april 28, 1868, e vias educated in
the matlic school taught by his Tather, snd in the intervals of school
life, until sixteen years of age, he remsined his fether's farm assis-
tent. He then began learning the trade of muson, at which e forked
for = time before deciding to become a funeral director. He took un his
residence in W.Y. relocated in Wew Bed.

Vr. Sherman morried, in Yew Bed. Sevt,1894 Hanneh X, Davis, born in
Dart,. doue of Capt Jeshua V, snd Lliz. (Wilson) Davis, her father
a vhaling eapti,




EDVALKD EVERETT FRAMKLIN POTTER son of Varren S. Potter, of
Vlest, birth,and ¢ rrandson of hestcome Potter, born in Tiverton
thig branch descending from Nathaniel Hottej, born in Eng., who wag

admitted an irhabitant of the ls. of icuidneck, spril 30, 1659, and
died before 1644, From R.I the famly came to the town of Dart., sn
important branch settling ther% Restcome Potter was of the Tiverton
Braneh, but joined his relatives in Vest. where his son harren 3,,

was born. He wzs o farmer and curpthter, & strict church memhbr .
pnd o good men. fe died June 27, 1864, oged 77 Le married Edith Giffoxd
who died larch 5,1872 at 82 Uhildren' Charles ,Lymsn, machel, Warren
Shermen, of furthe' mention: Pardon, Perry, belilah, bl¢rindu, Edwir K.
Eliss, (Warren E in W, Sent. 11, 1817 Died in New Bad June £, 1876.)

C.CHESTER GIFFORD, now mnn@ger of the New Ded. branch of the L.,
Powers Co, distirbutors of the Fudson Auto in “o. llass, has been con-
nected with the commereis1l life of the eity for all the yezrs of his
business life, lie is = gon of Chirles L., ond Lllen i, Gifford, the
former nemed for meny yesrs nrior to hiq death ir 1913 waos assistant
city engineer of I.H.

C. Chester Gifferd waz bern in F.h. Aug., 27, 1881, be was educated
in the mitlie schools, lcter mursuint ndvanced courses at Cusking Aced-
ery, Ashbturnhem, li-se,lle hegan business life in 1903 with the Title
Burrrntee nnd Trust Co, of W.Y.City, filline the position of Soliciter
for mine vears, Le wrs then for o term of yeanrs sssceisted with the
Fponklin Howes Medicine Vo, of Boston us treassurer, snd is still o
director of this compeny. In beht these postions, dew Bed, wes embraced
in the territoyy he covered snd st regpuler intervals he was ia the
city in mursuit of tusiness, In 1914 he entercd the employ of the k.U,
Powers Co, of .R, and in 1915 was apoointed monager of their New
Bed. office. The Fowers Co, hove the agency B6r the sale of Indson
Auto in Yo, kass. and &,I, and the ilew Ded. office ishne of the import-
tent offices of the Hudson Pover bo.'ﬂhe corpeny's showroons #nd
parape are locsted ot Moo S01 County g%, tnd there n l: roe veloje
of tusiness ig transscted. lir. Gifford is » mepublican inkpolitius,
an sttendont of the Cong. emreh, formerly ¢ member of the 7th Heg.

§.Y. Nat. Guard,

iir, Gifford merried, in 1907, Corina M. Lewis, daug. of Thomse L,
and Lillisn (Hicks) Lewisz, of Yart. her father an owner of the est,
Iﬁfr’{ . G O

FRANK RIVERS KIRBY For over thiry yesrs Frnsk hivers Kirby was one of
New Bed successful merchonts, and when, at the cloze of his yezrs,
gixty-five, he journeved to "that bourne from which no traveler ever
returns,” he left behind him the memory of = man, genial snd kindly
to nll, honorable rnd upright in every business transecticn, cuiet

and retiring, very Tend of his home and femily. He come to New Led.

£ men of mature years, =nd experienced in mercrntile business, and in
the eity of hie ndontion bourht cut sn established bqkury snd confect-
ionery store, loter knovm ns Intes, Kirby & Ce.




¢

Fr. Eirby was cf the eighth generction of thefamily founded in
Lynn, liass, In 16%6, by hichard K4Tby, who the next year wos one
of the founders of Sandwich, and lster of the town of Lartmouth
that ancient torm which at one time included llew Bed. This hichard
Kirby moved to Dart. after 1660, and there died in 1688, beins suc-
ceeded by his son, Richsrd (2) Kjrby, of Sandwich and Dart., He
narried (first) Potience Gifford, of Sandwiich their son, Kobert.
Kirby, being o vesident of that pert of Dart. which, in 1787, be-
came the tovm of West,, his homestead of two lundred and twelve scres
lying both sides of the Coaxit river. With Robert Kirby membership
in the Soc, of ¥rienmds begnn officislly, elthough both his futher
and rrandfather were friendly to the Soc,, but are not of record
as membvers, Hobert Xirby msrried LRobeces Potter, the next in line beimg
their son, Nathaniel Kirby, who married Abigail hussell, z direct
descendsnt of Haloh Kussell, who esme from Lnglepd =nd set up @n ircn
forse ot Fussell's lille in Dert. The lone of descent from “athaniel
Kir-y is thpough his son, Justus Kirbw, snd his wife, Catherine (
(Cornell) Esrby, of Vest,; their scne VWesson Kirby aond his wife
Hennsh (White) Kirb-, eof West,, she n descendsnt of Francis Cooke of B
the "Mayflower;" their son, Abrshem Kirky, =nd his wife, Zunice |
(White) Kirby, of West; their som, Stevhen P, Kirby, ond his first

" wife, lerriet N, (Erommell) Kippy, of West., thery the parents ef

Prenk Hivers Kirby, to whose memory this review is dedicsted,

Fronk Rivers Eirby,w:s born in west, buss, »uy 28, 1850, died in
lew Ded., Loss, Jun, 22, 1915, He @as educsted in the publie schools
of Wiest, and Pierce aAcademy, lliddleboro, zoing thence to the iason
Machine Co, 2t Teuton, there serving four yesrs as an apprentice,
learning the machinest's trade. Lut ncither that trede nor his father's
business, cottle buyer end drover, sttracted-him sufficietly to re-
tein him, and z8 soon left the mechine shop for the store, his real
ambition being for mercantile life., His first store wos o grovery st
Isunton, ex-Senator Walter OBO. Luscombg being his purtner, the fiim
nere Kirby & ILuscomb. This pertnership was finally dissolved, ba.
Kirby returning te his home in West,, 2n ther again -enzaging in bus-
iness under the firm neme, Kirby & Hicks, an sssociation which wes
dissolved early in the eizhties, Such hne been the career of Lir.
Kirh,y ot the time of his coming to New Bed., immediastely after the
dissolution of Hirby & Hicks, liere he formed = pertnership with Orrin
Eates, whose brother, willism Betes, wes oroprietor of o bakery and
confectionery store, The oortnership Bstes & Kirby boucht out the
William Pstes Businezs, which they enlsrged snd successfully conduct-
ed ¢t No, B9? Pleasant street, loter sdmitting o third partner,
Charles &, Tripp, the frim then becoming E-tes, Kirby & Co, kr Kirby
continued retive in the business until 1912 when he retired to enjoy
the full benefits of his life of well dirmcted effort,

Vir, Kirby morried, Oct, 11, 1877, Cora L, kddy, who survives him,
gtill residing »t the Cottzge street home dn llew Bed.




FENEY BAIMAED WORTH Henry Bevnerd Vorth, lavyer, and secroiiry
of the 01d Dsrtmouth Historiesl Seeiety, hus rendered the city
and sncceedins ceneratione unirue service. Yoy meny yerrs he hes
devoted Himself to reserrch snd historierl s=nd peneclogictl in=-
vestigmation, comnillng masses of mamecript of inestimable value,
These mamuecrints heve been depesited with the 0ld bar, Lis. Gec,
and the Free Public Library. lir. Vorth hee gone about this ser-
vice without ostentation. Comparatively gl people hove Know-
ledre of the vastness of the 1nbor and those who know his work
sndapprecivte it hove mever leormed of it from him, for he has no
smbition for notoriety. [he records cover a wide scope., C(ne
undertekine wes o history of the odd houses of ilew DBed. and sur-
rounding towns, This is jltustrated with photosrapvhs of every

old house in the vicinity. The history of these houses has not
teen zssembled cmsuzlly. Nir. {jorth spent the spare time at his
command for n peried covering several yve:rs in thr compilation and
the faets and dotes have becn verified by the examination of coutt
records, The exvense of these volumes w5 borne by lir. horth

end vhen the work woe done he Aenosited it smong the archives

and took uv the next task, Ile has written exhsustively upon topics
of such veriety ns the fortunes of the rich men of olden duys,
the old cemeteries and those buried therein, snd old ships, und e
iz keevine nt the task vereistently, conetontly adding to & atore
of merherinl which is invalusble,

v, Jortt wns born ot Erooklyn, Hew fork, ieb, o4, 1858, He
wns eduented in the schools of Nentucket, the Eridpewster Morman
3chool, from which he redunted, then spending @ year at ~mherst
Collere, He tausht school from 1877 to 1881, then psssed his ex-
sminrtion to the ber #néd commenced the praetice of liw in lew
Bedford. kr, Vorth esme of =n old lontueket family snd hes con-
tributed to the histery of Hantueket as well ugs of New Bedford.
Mr., worth's father wrns Capt. Cclvin G. glorth, of Nantueket , who
commanded whaleships and merchant vessels. Lir. .orth is of "kay-
floger" and kevolutionsry sneestyy, including the Gardiners of
L.I and sllied ferdlies, the lorths of srectown, Less,- buek to
Yenelm iiinglow. Ur. Worth merricd, on Aug. 18, 1891, Sarch L.
Tuell, = deughter of Chorles D. &nd Sarch A, Tuell. He is o mem=
her of nll the bodies of Free Masons in lew Bed., exeepbing
the lodge, nnd of Union Ledpe of Nzntucket,

Capt. Calvin G, YWorth, the father of Henry B, lorth, wos born
in Nsntucket, Merch 1, 1817, KHe merried, in 1855, Helen D. vin-
elow, dmu. of Od' ifinslow and Love Parnard, of Wentucket. The
children were Ienry E. yorth £nd lelen B.Y, vorth, The letter
wae born in 1861 and died in 1907, OCeapt. Uorth died in Nantucket
in Sept. 1879, =nd his wife died in Jen. 1911,

Henry B, Vorth's sropdfether ve-s vim. Worth, & blucksmith,
born in Hrntucket in 1763, Ie died in 1851, im. Yorth merried
Liebeces CGordiner in Dec,, 1807, She wes born in 1787 snd died in
1841, Vim, Viorth wes = CunkeT. The children were Uobhis, Mer-
raret, Celvin, Thomas, Vim, Mctthew end Lyvdia.




This 126h day of April in the year ef cur Lord 18195, g Lnes Gifford
of Littlaégomptnn in the “ounty n¥ maw;brt Stagg of hhed IIB and ang )

Providence plantations Yeomsn Being in common health of body and of a
wound _dispesing mind snd memery thanks be te God for the same calling
to mind the mortalty of my body kpewing it is eppeinted for all men
once to die having a desire te put my house in erder De make end~“ordain
this my-last will and testament princeppally and first I give and com-
mend my soul te God that gave it and my bedy I commit te the serth to
be biried in decent christisn burial at the discrestion of my executor
here in after nemed and appeinted as teuching such worldly estate as
it hes nleased God to bless me in this life I give becuseth and dispese
of the same in the following msnner and form viz.

Imorimes I cive unte som fnes Gifferd over and sbove what I have
already ziven him, one dollar te be paid him by my Executer in one year
after my decease and all the securities for moxye) that I have against him,
T+tim- I oive snd becueath unte my beleved wife Susannsh gifford all thke
house hold goeds of 2ll kinds that she breught te me and as mach of
whet we have menufactured since we have lived together as she shell see
fit #nd I give her my cleck during her life and efter her to my seon
Joseph Gifford.

Ttem~ I 21so give unto my said wife the use and improvement of the west
end of my house that I beught ef Williams Durfee as leng as she remains
my widow, .
Tttem~ I give unte my son Christopher Gifferd and to his heirs snd
sssigns Terever my now dwelling house and the deor yerd snd my corn houuse
or erib and my erchard to the northard eof the house he deing =nd per-
forming what I shall order him te do inm this my will
Tttim =I mive unto my son Joseph Gifferd to him his heirs and assigns
forever all the half part of the farm thet I beught of William urfee
and the building thereon and alse = lot of salt meadew commonly called
the_Jacob marsh containing about three scres bounded northerly partly m
Stephen Prownells land and partly on Constant Harts marsh basterly on
the River Seutherly on Christepher Manchesters kesrsh westerly on said
Enos Gifferds land 211 which I give to my said son Joseph he doing and
performing what I shall erder him to do ifl this my will to do end I alse
give him my desk and cupboard on it end my gun that he has in keeping
Ittim I sive unte my two sons Christopher Gifferd and Jehn Gifford
to them thelr sssigns and heirs for ever £11 the reamnsinder part of my
homestend farm that I have not before given away in this my will both
upland and ealt mesdow especizlly divided between them my twoe said sons
according te Quantity snd (uality with o privilege to pass and repass
te and Prem with team snd ecart where it shell do the least damagze and
most convenient znd I alse gzive unto them my tow sons Christopher and
Tohn Gifferd the two third narts ef my live stock ecuslly divided be-
tween them excentinz onme cow shat I shall otherwise dispese of they
doine snd perferming whet I shell order them to de in this my last will
Tteem: 1 gzive unte my son Christopher Gifferd my gun thet I keep &b
“heme end my chest with three draws in it, ~
Ittem; I mive unte my son Joseph Gifferd the other third part of my
live stock,
Ittgn I give unto my sen John Gifferd my silver shoe buckle and knee
buckles. )




Tttim I give unte my tew sons Christopher and Joseph uifford all my

—

wearing nppserel equally divided between them.

Tttim. I do will an order my scn Jeseph Gifford to find and provide -
Tor my said wife Susannah Gifferd.all neseessacies of life for her in
sickness and in health suitable for her se lenz as she remains my widow
and give Her six dellars a year and every year if she ealls for it so
long ,as she remains my widew if she see cause to except of it in lieun
of her right of dower and power of thirds and not otherwise

Ttbim I =ive unto my daughter Deborzh Dyer over and sbove what I have_
already given her ten dollars te be paid by my son Christepher Giferd
in one yesr after my decease, ,

Tttim I eive unto my daughter Mary Tabor over and above what I have
alrendy piven her twenty dollars to be noid in by my son John Gifford
in one vesr after my decesse, -

Tttim I eive unte my dauchter Lunice Lyen over and sbove what 1 have
FTredsy given her twenty dollars te be paid by my son John Gifford in
ocne vesr after my deceasge,

Ittim I give unto my damchter Hannah Gifferd my loom snd cuill wheel
and sleys and nll the utensils thet belonss to the leoom.

Ittim I zive unte my three daushers FPhillis Gifford Hennah Gifford
"end Michsel Gifford the use snd imporvement of my stopie bedroom

and the bed room ever it and the one half of my kitchen the west.end
and the closet ip the porch and sll to have a privilege te the oven to
bake snd to pass to and from the well of water and the other rooms and
a orivilege te go in the cellar te put their ssuce in if any so long
a3 they or either of them remains unmarried and alse give them my three
daughters Phillis Hannah and liichael Gifford all the remaining part of
my household goeds equally divided between them three and I also give
them my three daughters cne good cow to be kept on the farm wihber

and summer by my tow)sons Christovher and John Gifford and brought

nesr the door to milk so long ss either of them remains unmarried and
my two said sons Christovher and John tifferd to find them three cords
of wood brought near their door =nd cut fQr their fire yearly and every
yesr se leng as they or either of them remains unmarried and they to
keep the outside of the house in good repeir and I z2lso give unteo my
three above seid daughters the use and improvement of my gerden to east-
ward of the house so leng =5 they shall need it and Christepher to plew
it fer them.

Ittim I give unte my son Christopher W fford my ox cart one plow one
chain my smell iron bar snd my hend ssew and fine saw snd my lathe and
my shen turning tools and one broed =xe ., i

Tttim I =ive unte my desughter rhillis Gifford sevety dollars te be
TDaid her by my son Christopher Gifford in one vear after my deceese.
Tttim I give unte my daughter Hannah Gifford seventy dollars to be
paid her by my son John @iferd in one year sfter my decease.

Ittim I give unto my grandson Kebin Gifford son of my sen Isaac Gif-
Ford all the wesrTing apvarel that wes his fathers that I have in keep-
ing and the chest they are kept in and I also give him thirty del-
lars te be paid by my son Joseph Gifford in one year after my decease.




Tttim I give unte my grand dayghter ?Sabba Gifford daughter Qf.mv

son Isaac Gifford all the ho'¥sehold Puods and the clothes that was her
mothers that I have in keeping with the case of draws and 1 alse give
her twenty dollars to be paid her by my son Christopher Gifford in one
year after my decease,

Ittim I «ive unto my Grandsen Enos Gifford son of Josenh Gifford my -
silver svoon that I cemmonly est with,

Ittim I give unto my sen Jeseph Gifford =2ll the rest and residue

of my estzte that I have not before given away this my will ef

both resl snd persemal ef what nature or kind soever

Ittim And I avpoint my son Jusevoh Gifford scle executer te this

mv lest will and testement he paring all my just debts and fanersl
charges and I do disazlon? reveke snd dissnul all and every othermnd
former testement will and becuest and execution by me in any way before
named ratifying and coenfirming this and ne other to be my last will and
testement in witness where of 1 set my hand and
seal to the day and the year first above writtine signed sealed

-, vullished pronounced and declared by the said kpnes Gifferd to be ny last
will and testement. :

In nresence of us
Brovmell Wilbur Eneos Gifford

Right Willbuzr
Mary Willbur

Hecorded in L Cemnton i

“itness zodfrey Pear?




Howland, Lysander F, P. 527
janitor Town Hsll neariy 50 yrs.
. wife Annie N, (potter) howland
con Joseph and Kary Amm (Vornmell) lowland -
carriape meker in Charles Brownell Cent. Vil. more than 30 yrs.
1890 firast Town lall built , he was first janitor »75 o yr.
Carriages out when auto came in too up earpentry with 4A.ll,

Bricss bostshop at the liead
his son George -

®ish, John R, at 77

(jenersl store at ¥W. Peint

W, 2yma L., Fish

gon John Ke 97

dau, krs. A.G. Baker Drift kd.

Tripp, Clayton B, at 66 014 County rd,
~—  Mason
01¢ time fiddler
son of Oakley Tripp of Dart.
bro} AMugustus Tripn of W.
two dalters (si¥sters) lrs. Jemes F. Tripp 3rd of No. West.
urs, John Yumningham  Head .

liend, Frederick B, (Barton) 89
General Store So. West closed after 70 yra.

P_q_l:;bgr! Hev, Isaac H.
pastor of the Zion Gospel Misslon
niece ira, Lynwood Potter
bro. Abram J.

Hicks, Dr, Charles Poard of Health

Brown, iary lilcks, Prize winner "Westport Kiver Scene™

Manchestor, B Fred mede rugs est. Point
Honmond , postmaster West. Point
wife Lulu

Pea-room "The Landing" Head FRev. James Wileock-village church
controversy apnlic ation for liquor liscenco

Third Christian Clmgch destroyed (Main and fix)
Coata, John lived across the street
“Knat;ty Shingle Chmgeh first built 1842 remodled 1859
no regular minister after 1922
1927 merged-Central Villase Friends



Allen, Asa

son Arthur C. 1947 45 wed ann. village
Wife Mary A, (Mathews)
mem of 3rd Christian Chwrch, ets.
sau, Lizze C.

Povter, A.ML/ J. Cent. Village ~
~ “snow transportation
groceries
refreshment
P.0Oe telephone . gasoline

Howe, Louis McHenry summer home Horseneck

Ujles, G. Harry barn burned

-Allen, David W. 70 588 Gifford P. 950
7 retired rTural mail carrier (not West) .
wife Alice M, (Brightman)

dau Mrs. Kobert W, Jeffrey  Mrs, Harold J.5isson West,

Potter, 1954 8oth birth,
= ret. Cent., Vill postmaster 1944 after 39 yrs.
child. Marion Spooner
Lynwood Potter Inez Gifford West,

Tripp, Arther C. Cornell hd,
wife Ella M, Manchester
Mar, 1899 married 50 yrs. by Rev. Challes Johnson whn lived on
the Adamsville Rd. (3rd Chris. Church
child, Mrs. Hverett Cornell, Sam, C. Tripe, Archer C. Mrs. Verdon
Law

-y

Bahuock John 8, (woodworking) West. Point P 531
| custodian (Point School)

wife Lmma L, Reed (Bolom Rd)
dau. Nelson Pettey

Macomber, Clarence d., 83 1955 60 wed. avvi.
farmer until 1909
grocery Post Mas. at Point 1931-1946
he was son of Andrew 8. and Lydia K. (Tripp)
wife Lottie (Davol)
gons Kalph Carlton D. dau. Doris E. Wordell



53!
Hicks, Dr. Charles A. 91 diea lussells Mill b. Y.k, 1858

practiced in F.R. end West. on horseback Beflore autos®
" gince 1882 rot. 1944
grad Dart College deg. in med. Un. of Vi
F.R. phavmecy for awhile back to practice in 1917
when he moved to Vest.
Board of Health -(dev. sanitary milk insp, cte)
married 4 times dau. Bthel H. Nicks, Dart.

Croaby, Mabel Ball 1950 hond -loomed xugs P os2
house 700 yrs old (lived in it 60 yws.
mother taught her to weave
husband Jomes E. -refinished and repalred antiques
mother Aberdeen Ball 74 (would be 91 -1976) Mable now 70

Potographs in her scrape book of P553
Bwowvmn, Krs G, Fercy
Fish, John
heron Gumner Island
Potter, Frank -nt Waite Potter house (1667)
Hicks, Wm. B. (gren, durant - Eliz. Lrown)
Howland , Emerson

Potter, Abran J.
P ster 9 yrs.

Brackett, Chester, succeeded him :

Qottle, Eliz befe Potter (lives in So. W)
saya new buildings in his time :
Municipnl bullding
high school
St. John's -
Friends %7727
Comm, House

had only store -- telephome office in it.
no eleetric lights at thnt time]
he and Alice Magomber orgenized Cent. Vil Imp. Ass, (well and
wotering trough installed tell Complted 1907

Lake, lirs. Btella 53034
SRAN g Ta e

famerstte

farm mile so. Hix Bridge on Horseneck

(1owe of faxm)

Robbins Mps, Charles M. settled at Polut 1925
7 he died 1929

Chase, Capt. Charles 91 1956

‘f‘owa, Louis He. Henry
7 FDR horseneck
Dy. Wim. lebonald of larion attmnded
2 child, Mary Howk Baker .and Hartley
fyor "The Men Behind Poesevelt"by Lela Stiles '




Almy, Wm, Jr. (Quansett Hunts ) P 535

(Stone Barn Farm in Dart.)

Tuekerman, Bayard Jr. Joint Master of Hamelton

Hynt first recognized in 1920

Wm. Almy was master of nounds for the Culpepper & Warrenton Va.hunts

The Quansett bunted by the Myopia at the inv. of Wm. Almy ST &
Bayard Tuckerman - masters.
— The hunt ap; l44 sq. miles

Breakfast at Bayden farmstead ("snooze" Bayden)

Macomber, Edward L. 71 Po36 - 38
Town Clerk nearly 50 yrs.
father was John A, Macomber (2nd) Clerk for 22 yrs .
(Three John A. Mac. on vobing list - voted as 1-8-3)

grandragher Leonapd- Troas, Tax cols
John farm Cent, Vil bus. did legal bus. was nob a lawyer

John A. 24 Town Clerk 1874-78 Robert Lawbon, def. him
he was back in two yTrs. 1892
West., school conil.
Board Public Welfare
Edward L. b. Cen. Vil now Kirtaldys now ocC. by disters
Hattie F. Alice A., Mabel E. Sohia E. Hawkes
Mabel retired school teacher (New Bad)
Rdward att. school #9 Adems. & Sodam (now a dwelling)
high school upper floor of old Town Hall -
Town office lower floor. Rec, fTirst of 3 deplomas 1894 - before
students just quit. Other two Kote (Tallmen)Chase Carl Cutter-=
now curator at Mystic.
Moges Brown grad 1897
Haverford--when father died (mother needed him)
Town Clerk at 21 (1889) oposed by C. Chester Gifford --Dre
Burt Alex Walsh Elmer B, but each thme wom.
first salary $3%.50 a yr. fees $5340
800 “ n o $1,200
dog fees has always been the same.
first 500 voters 15 Pohabitionists & the rest Rep.
now 1,000 rep & 150 dem.
married 1906 Ada S, Buzzell 2 yrs later bought preseat house
used it for his town businss until 1978 present Town Hall built
Tohn Mac, gradf, had the farm
Faward-Justice of the Peace and Notary Public
no lawyer in West.
Chairman Sch., Conle 5=-6 yI8
Finance Com.
Trustee Free public library
Board of Reg. of Voters 50 yrs
Sed & Chalr of West Republicn Com. 45
Friend
Lincoln School , Moses Brown, ete,
Four Child, Eliz Binton , Lt. John A., Mrs. Geo S. Sinnicks, Mas. David
W. Douglas



John Avury Parker o P 539
“store in Westport brokedf into

4§hlqy, Clifford Warren at 65 b. 1881
~On bark Sunbean in 1904
"The Yankee Whaler" 1926 reissued 1938
Westport home rebuilt -- one of his studio's in West.
* married Sarah 1932 at Sarah mothers Scudder

Tiverton -- David Simmon's b, 1842 P 540-43

Grist Mill ealled "Mill Mers"
Saw Mill down a little wap
fgyer shot" water wheel --Russells Mill

concerned with Civil War, Memican and Abolition ceuse

mothers sorrpwalways kept him home.
Sold Mill to boother-in-law 21 yrs. later bought it back.
Waite, Jrieh owned mill Benj. kls son

Good diacriggion of how mills work

Babes, Lot B,

The South Westport School #3 complbted 1865 P544
Acheson, Dorothy 1973
Handy, Jemes H. wife Hope 4 a land 1861 for $50
Howland, John W.
Gifford, Richards committee
Almy, Zelotes
Brownell, Nathan C, Jr.  witness deed

Howland Frederick planted two pine trees in front. Val.W.H.S.
Hendy W.W, teacher 18358
Teachers P 545

Smith, James B,

Gifford, John W.

Handy, Frances H, 1866
Allen, Lizzie

"44 scholars"

Brownell, Hamnah  $20 per mo,

Allen, Cortes 27,50
1869 MNass. Leg. passed Cahap, 110 "abolish dis. sch. gystemW
1877 Town owned all its schools P.546

1887 schl for 8% mo.

teachers for l@be ninties listed

" for nineteen mndred listed incl. Scphia, Lvelyn W,
and Frances Howland,

mid=30'a no more school

used as commnity center, 4-H Extengion classes

orchestra "The Wind jammers" P 547
aold to Perry E. Marshall

Acheson, Dorbthy has deed (or copy) Point School 1809



Cepied from three old scrap books leaned me by Mable Cresby
on May 29th 1971

Westport Town Hall Employe DPies After 50 Years of Service
Lysander F, Howland, &4, husband of Mrs. Annie R.(petter) Hewland

and janitor of Westport Town Hall for nearly 50 years, died last night

at his heme, Main Rd, Central VYillage, after an illness of several months.
bofir in Westport, a son of Jéseph and Mary Ann (Cornell) Howland,

at the age of 17 he learned the trade of carriage nakér in the shep of

Charles Brownell, Central Village, He follewed this trade for mere

than 30 years, ; ‘

It was while working in the carriage shop that the first Town Hall
was built, iapopally acrnss the road at the three corners of Central
Village in 1890 Tle Lecame the first janiter at a salary of $75 a year,

With the decline of the carriage business and the zcvent of the aute
Mr. Howland teek up the trade of carpenter and werked for years at the
A.H, Briggs boatshop at Head of Westport;, He also worked at Hand's Boat-

yard, Fairhaven. He retired form' the position of janiter in 1939, He
held mamebershop in Westport Grange No. 181.

Surviving are his widow, ene son, “Yeorge of Central Vidlage, and twe
crandchildren,

Jehn R, Fish, 77, welll known proprietor of a general store at Westpert
Peint, died suddenly at 5 a.m. teday at his home from a blood clet, He had

been at the store in his usual geed health yesterday,

He was bern in Taunten and fer a time cenducted a {ish merket in EF.R. and
Brockten., He came to Westport Point many years age to establish his store.
He had a wide circle of fripéds among the Summer residents and townspeeple,

Mr. and Mrs, Fish observed their goldne wedding ann. on Se t, 24, 1925
His wife, Mrs. Emma L. “ish. sen jJohng R,Jr. West. Peint, a dau. Mrs. A.G.
Baker, Dri’t Rd, --- grandchildren Mrs. Ydoris Vavis, Miss Sarhh Fish, West.

Clayten B, Tripp of V1d County Rd. W, died yesterday at Tewksbury, aged
65. A mason by trade, he had been unable to work for about a year because
of ill health, lle was widely known throughout this vicinity as a particip=
ant in old-time fiddlers contests, and years ago was in demand te play at
community dances. He was a nitive of West., A son, Oakley Tripp of Var\, a
dau. Mrs, Charles Gilbert of Ne, Dighton, a brother , Augustus Tripp of W,
and two sisters, Mrs., James F. lripp 3rd, of N, W, anc Mrs. John Cunningham
of Head of W, survive,

-Frederick & Head Searchers teday found the body of Mr, Head, &9-year -old
liorseneck Beach resicent, in ma shes 3/4 mi. from Last Leach, M/, Head's
many (riends called him Burten Head, lle had been a year-round resident of
Fast Seach 64 years and witnessed the development of that section inte

a popular resort,

SHOOTS DUCKS AT 79 Frederick &, Head,, Horseneck beach, is still an active
and enthusiastic duck hunter through he has arrived at the age of 79,




The general store in ®o. West, which has clesed its doors after 70 years'
operation, 7The stock has been deld, but many residents hepe another store
will locate there., ‘he tewn holds a tax title en the properiy,

REV.POYIER 1S HONORED ON BIRTHDAY “ppreximately 55 persons gathered Samburday
to honor the Kev., Isaac L, Potter, pastor of the Zion Gespel Mission, on his
85th birthday.

The minister was presented with several gifts., # lge birthday cake baked
by his niece, Mrs. Lynweod Potter

A short testimenial outlining Mr, Potter's accomplishments was read by
Mrs. Irene Noreiga. Piano selections were rendered by wrs. Gladys lacomber,
with soles by *“rs. Helen breman and dMrs. Edith Fhalen.
Also attending the party was r. Potter's b6§htcr, Abram J. Potter, whe
tuhred 87 in March,

r. “harles A, Hicks Boatd of Health TO SERVE AGAIN. Andone A. Feio has again
been electerd pres., of W, “onncil, Poartupuese Am, Civic League. served three
previous teq§H> He succeeds Antone C, Vieira,

PRIZE WINNER WESTPORT RIVEX SCENE Mary Hicks Ubrown, Westoort,

J. Charles Ferguson Newly elected pres. oi the “otary Club of New Eed. is
Mr. VYerguson of 241 Hawthorn St. a laundry proprietor. (

KNITITING rugs with strands of vari-cclered rags is the avecation ef k.
fred manchester shown at werk on the sunny perch of his “estport Peint home.

HAMMONDS  Secn to retire after almest 20 years of service as postmaster of
the Westport Point post office Mrs. Lulu Hammond, above, pictured with her
husband, stands in the doorway of her place of business. In this small
building she has conducted a combined grocery store and post office.,

"The Landing" a little tea-room on the river at the Head of Westport
over which a controversy has arisen betwen former County Commissioner Reed,
left and seme residents ef the Head of West, lead by the Rev, Jaines Wil-
ceck, right, because of Reed's application for a permit to sell liquer in
that village. Beyond the tea-room is the spire of Wilcock's village church,
where, next Sunday night, he will deliver a sermon on the menace of liquer,
after which there will be a public portest meeting.

RFIRE DESTROYS WESTPORT CHURCH Central Village Edifice "as Unused

Fire early today cestroyed the Third Christdan Church, a leng -unused
edifice at Main Road and Hix Bridge Road, Central Village, West,m owned by
the Centerville Religious Society,

Cavse of the fire was undetermined, It was discovered by John Costa
of Main Rd, who lives across the street, liremen were called too late to
save the builfing,

The fire burned off a telephene cable neatby, cutting of f telephone ser-
vice for Main Road subseribers and others west of the road, A southwest wind
prevented flames (rom spreading te other property.

The little white-painted church, known lecally as "Knotty Shingle Church"
was remodeled shortly after organization of the cengregationtie~ in 1859
from an older structure built about 1842, It had ne regular winister after
1922, and in 1927 te parish merged for worship with the Central Village
Frineds Meeting, The loss was covered partly by insurance.




Asa Allen son Arthu¥ C, Allen  dapghter, Lizzie C, Allen

Snow Transpertation A,J, Potter, Cent, vil, West,
A.J.Potter Groceries Refresments P.0, Tel. Service. basoline

Louis McHenry Howe, serieusly ill teday, and Mrs. Howe, herself active in
politics Below, their Summer home at Herseneck Beach, West,

NOT RICH ‘he fortune left by the late Louis McHenry Howe has been listed
as $25,793 in perscnal preperty and $750 in real estate, in an inventory
filed at the Kegistry of Porbate in launton.

When it is considered that he was the sage publicist wheo was the closest
adviser to President Ronsevelt for many years, and rose with him to the
White House, this sum does not seem large,

Then,teo, when it is considered that the mark of “r, Howe on the histery
of the country nany some day be consideres of tremendous importance, the
sum seems insignificant, Yet many Aunericans have changed the pc11t:cal
future o” the country, and® have not Lecome rich despite aht great power
they exerter,

This is indeed a striking commentary on their integrity-- BO STON POST.

REV? ROBERT RUSSELL WOEBES, dean of the chapel @f Princeton Un. for the Rast

15 years, sits by the broad window in the living room of his Summer bome at
Westport Point. the house, which he designed himsélf, is on a steep bluff
overloeking the west branch of the Westpert River, W, llarbor and buzzards Bay.

1947 Mr. and “rs. Arthur “, Allen 45th wed annv, Central Yillage.,
Mrs. Allens sister ™r, Charlc& A, ur:g’s of 111 “ark St.

Arthur C. Allen, 81, of 111 Park St.formerly of 1247 Main Rd, “entral "illage
didd yesterday at an out-of-town hospital after a long illness.

A native of “rov, “,I, he was a resident of this area wost of his lile, A
retired farmer, he moved to New Bed, serveral years ago.

He was a member of the forumer Third Christian Church, Cent., Vfl, and recent-
ly atiended the West, Monthly Meeting of Friends., He was an active mimber of
the West, Sunday School Ass.

He leaves his widow, Mrs, Mary A, (Matthews) Allen. ‘they had been marriod
57 years,

HORSE SARE TN WEST. DARN ELAZE A barn owned by “, Harry Giles of 1154 Main
R. West. was struck by lighning shortly befere 1 a.m, Monday and was almost
destroyed by the resulting fire. etc.

FROENDS YEBRZDNG HBNSE OS OPENRDPI The historic Apnonegansett Friends bieet-
ing louse was opened yesterday, resuming the practice of hol”ing one cath-
ering there each ycar, These sessions were discontinued durinz the war.

:noakera were Frederick J, Lbbby of the Nat, Council or Yrevention of War;
Sanuel Haworth, prol. emeritus o' religion at Guilferd Colleze; Louis
Hloskins, minisier of the Allen's Neck Meeting and Prof, C. “mmanuel Lkstrom
Summer resident ol Kussells Mills.

All paid tribute to the late Rufus M. Jones, the most famous member of
the rriends family,nown the world over and part. in Horope for his work as
chairman of the Friends Service Coa. for Buropean Xelief. Mr. Haworth spoke

of Mr, Jones from actuyal contact with im in newspaper work

=)




WESTPORT MAILMAN TO RETIRE AUG. #¢ 31, 1960 On Aug. 31 a 1945 Chevrolet,
its right side scarred after years of grating against steel mailboxes, will
be relegated io a junkyard after years of service to the Rural Free Delivery.,

David W, Allen Vestpurt, Dies. Retired wWestport rural mail carrier David W
Allen 80 collapsed and died yesterday while taking part in the town's
Independence Day parade,

Mr. Allen was one of Westport's best known and mest respected citizens,
lle 1lived at 588 Yifford Road with his wife, “rs. Alice M, (Brightman) Allen,

ile was a native of Lliverten, R.I.k and lived in Westport 38 years. In his
early years, he was a motorman for the Ynion Street Railway Company,

Then he served 40 years as a rural mail carrier, working out of the No,
Dar, branch of the New Bed, P,0, Mr, Allen retired last Aug, receiving a
certificate of honor from Postmaster Jo'n J. Gobell,

At the same t{em, Mr. Allen was cite? by The Standard Times in its “ats
Off" coloumn for his "active, evoter service to the 2.0 Pept.”

When he started the rural route in 1921, mr, Allen served a total of
300 mail boxes. At the time of his ret:rement the number had climbed to 620

Buring storms and hurricanes, [ew ﬂel1xer3es were m,s&ed by the phstal
veteran, who, at times, was 'crce to abandon his car and deliver to boxes on
foot. luring one stogm, he was buried in snow up teo his neck but succeeded,
after pulling himsélf from tree to tree in the woods, in returning to his home

Two daughters Mrs. Robert w, Jeffrey and Mrs. Hareld J. Sissen of West,

(* "Gest car ever made [or deliveg y work was a '36 Chevvie," he declared, "I

drove one for 500Q000 miles., lhose cars were narrow, and cold go anywhere
under any conditions,"
/4

March 17th 1954 dr. Fotter of Central Village, ", observed his &ih birthday

at an open house in Vest, Grange Hall, retired as Central Village postmaster
in 1944 after 39 years service. A carpenter, he is employed as maintenance-

man in St, Ffrancis Hespital, “artford, Conn. ™r, and “rs, “otier have tlree

chiliren vrs, Mdriam Spooner of Harford, and Lynweod ¥, Potter and wrs,

Inez Yifford, Loth of West,

Mr. and Mrs. Archer C. ‘ripp, “ernell Rd. Central Village, celebrated their
golden wedding ann, yest. Mrs. Tripp was the former Ella M, Manchester.

The couple were married April 30, 1899, by the Rev, Charles Johnson, who
at the time was the pastor of the Third Shristian Church at Central Village
The ceremony teok place in the home of the pastor on Adamsville Rd, #p,
Tripp is 70 years old and his wife is 68.

lhey have four chilirep, Mrs. liverett W, Cornell, “amuel “, Iripp and
Archer C, 1ripp, all of W s. and “rs, Vermon B, Law of ' F,R, Grandchildren
Mrs. Walter Fearce, Lawrefnce Cronell, “pencer C. Tripp and Valerie D, lripp
of W. and Cynthia Law of F.R,




1934 WOODWORKT MG KFH*S NIMBLE FINZERS OF 80 YEAR OLD WESTPORT RESIDENT BUSY:

The home of . John 5. Babcock, 80 year old resident of Drift Rod¢ Westport FPeint
is a mecca for pe perbnnb 1ntcrc5ted in the art of woodworking. dr. Babcock,
who was a carpenter by trade has taken to producing miniature furniture as a
hobhy .

Johnny Babcock, who was custodian of the wWestport Point “chool for some
25 years, seems to have found a pleasant way; to occupy ene's leisure time,
His house,which he built himself --- (as carpenter fell broke his leg)

Mrs. Habcock who was the former Emma L, Reed, Lorn on Sodom Read, ",
helps in keeping track of all the miniature. Marrlcd 53 years.and mnved to
their present homestead in 1910, shortly after “r. ~abcok completed its
construction.

A party was held at the home of “r, and Mrs. Bddiwhowden, “rift Rd. in
honor of the 90th birthday eof John “abceck. who makes his home with them,
Cake macde by “r. Babcokks daughter Mrs. Nelson Pettey,.

Mr. and Mrs, Clarence Macomber Ffeb 21 1955 60gh Wedding Annv.

Methodist farsonage Portsmouth, R.1. Mrs. Macember born in F,R. moving te
Westpoart while a young girl, Mr. born in West. farming until 1909 when he
started as a grcceﬁ& Postmaster at the S, West, P,0 foom 1931 to 1946,

when he retired. Grange 1891 %e he in 1892,Mr, 81 Mrs. &4, He died at 83,
He was son of Andrew S, and Lydia K, (Tripp) Mcomber., Widww Lottie (Davol)
Macomler sons, Ralph R, and Carlton D, dau, Mrs. Poris E. Yorcell

This old school building at West is scheduled te become a public library.
The West, Lobrary Ass, is raising funds to renovate the 100 year edl'schoeol
building into a library and recreation centre. '

Nr. Charles A, Hicks, 91 dies Russells Mills, Part, A familiar figure more
than a halfcentury ago in the Y,R. and Westport areas where he visited
patients on horseback prier fo invention of the auto, Dp. Hicks had been
practicing intermittenly since 1882 . He had been retired since 1944
still treated patiencc in his home, B in F,R. 1858. elementary scheols in
F,R, grad from “art. College and received his medical degree in 1882 from th
Un, of Vt, 1n 1897 suspended his practice to become proprietor of the #Anthony
Pharmacey PBR, then resuming his medical practice in 1917 when he moved te W,
After moving teo West. he was elected chairman of the town's Board of
Health until meving te Uar. 1927.Noted for his activity in enforcing health
regualtions including sanitary milk inspections. Married 4 times, dau. by
first marrddge Miss Ethel F, Hicks of Part,




Aug. 14, 1950
ART OF HAND-LOOMED RUG MAKING IS CARRTED ON BY WESTPORT WOMAN

Nomination for being one of the "first ladies" in the art of creating
hand=leome¢ rag rugs goes Lo Mrs, Mabel Ball Crosby, a Weslport woman who has
been weaving rugs on hand-leoms now for 30 years,

Colorful rag rugs made by the 53-year-old woman are well-known in this
district by persons furnishing their homes with early Americana,

She estimates that in a period of 30 years, she has completed well over
6,000 rugs by hand--rugs whick now grace the [loors of heuyses not eny in
brlstol and Newport Counties, but homes on Cape “od in N,Y, and as far
West as “hicage.

Mrs, Crosby lives in a pre-Rec, “ar house set on a 63-acre plet at the
end of a half-mile woodland trail of f the ™ain Road outside Central Village.W.

Jammed inte the two front rooms of the 300 year old heuse are all the
accummulated tools of her trade—- the piles of woelen and cotton rags,
the filled spindles, the sturdy, hand-made loom on which she works-- a
loom which has been in hef family fer more than 100 years.

She also operates an auxilliary workshep in an upstairs room of the
barn in which is situated anohther loem also over 100 years old.

The procedure in rug-making, eutlined by “rs. Crosby, follows the pat-
tarn of cleaning and dyeing denated cotten and woolen rags, cutting them
inte strins and widding the strips on shuttles.

She then continues to the difficult and laborious task of weaving the
rugs, which invelves the use of foot treadles to adjust the 320 warp threads
required for her 30 gnch wide rugs, and the "beating” of the cleth with the
hand-operated reed to push the rags firmly into place,

At top speed, “rs. Crosby says. she is able to produce a yard and a half
to two yards of rug a day, But the strength needed te achieve this amount
of yardage makes it impossible for her to maintain such a pace for any
great length of time.

"Rug making is my hobby," the Westport woman declares. '"The art is a family
tradition handed down froem mother to daughter. My own mofhd¢ taught me.”

Years ago, “rs. Crosby used to give exhibition demonstrations at the Bld
Westport Fair, new discentinued. She wove rugs on the fair grounds at a
loom set up specifically for her, she says.

Formerly, too, Mrs., Cresby used te spin her own wool for her rugs from
sheep raised on the farm for that purpese. loday, however, she uses rags,

Her husband, the late James E, “rosby, was a refinisher andrepairer of
antiques, and “rs. Crosby's rug making hebby complemented her husband's
business.

Teday she lives on the farm where she was born, With her lives her mother
74 year ol Mrs, Aberdeen “all, whe more or less leaves the rug making te
her daughter, but who raises a large vegetable garden very successfully.

In Mrs, Ball's garden can be found Indian and sweet corn, cucumbers, te-
matoes, muskmelosn, squash, beets, turnips, carrets, parsnips, cabbages,
kale and leeks.

The tweo women also keep four goats-- white ones-- which supply them with
milk.

nsd try to be as nearly self-sufficient as possible.” Mrs. Crosby says.

Mrs. Aberdeen ball and daunghter, Yrs. Mabel Crosby are moving from their i
farm near Central Village where they have lived for the past 60 years to L™
their new house on Drift Road,




GLINPSES IN AND AROUND WESTPORT

Photos by Mrs. G, Percy Brown
Cutting Sealleps Jehn Fish
Heron's Home The nest of a heron #itep a tree on Gunner lsland
West. river
Westports Oldest This early residence, with its matched stone
chimney, was built certainly not leng after the Pilgrims landed at
Plymouth., Deeds of the structure go back te 1667. It is owned now

by Frank Potter. (man in yerd with stack of weod almost to roof)

Memorable Days VWm, B. Hicks takes his grandchildren, Durant and
Elizabeth Brown, Ter a herseback ride,

imerson Howland Of West, Point and n yoke of oxen . “r. Howland is

nearly eighty vears old yet still attends to details of his large
farm.
2 L
POSTMASTER FOR #a YEARS, ABRAM J. POTIER RETIHES

---gucceeded by Chester Lrackett, also of Central Village,
whose statisn is lecated on the Adamsvlle Rd., within a few feet
of that overated by kr. Potter, whe conducted his business at the
intersection of 4ain Road and #damsville Road.

In the long perded of serviece, lir. Potter has seen many changes
in the village sand he has watched with intense interest the growth
in the velume of mail. Several new prominent town buildings were
erected and numerous improvements te the section made, and “r.
Potter has assisted in many of the prejects, -- he took over from
Blizabeht Cottle, who mow lives in Se, Westport.

lew buildings erected during Mr. Petter's tmmure include the
Municinal Building, high scheel, St. Johm's Church, Friend's
Chrech and Commnity House,

Tor many years, the store lr. Potter eperated was the only one
in the section and for a short period he also eperated a telephone
office ther: There were no electric lights or side walks in the area.

With Miss Alice Macomber, he hepped organize = Central Village
Imorovement Seciebty which was instrumental in improving the sec-
tion. Sidewalks were constructed, & curve around the tree which
stands at the intersection was completed and a well and watering
trough installed at the junctien of the roada.

The well was completed im 1907 and first used by horses, but dur-
ing the current drought residents of the cemmunity have heen re-
plenishing their supply.

WESTPOKT FEMIWINE FARMER HIKES QUT TO HER NEIGHBORS

Tourists through Westport in the last few weeks have been amazed
to see on different days a woman, running a hay rake one day, &
kicker another day, and probably a mower at some other place, and
have wondered if Westport was a town of femainine farmers.

The woman in each case was dirs, Stella Lake, Horseneck road, So
Westport. She has been hiring out with her horse and implement,
either mower or rake, to a number of farmers who were having hurd
work petting their hay in,

"Yes, I'm a farmerette, or whatever they éhall 'em," lirs, Lake
admitted, "but not because I want te be, its necessity that made me
one, not choice."




All the duties and responsibilities, as well as all the work of
her farm, descended on lMrs, Lake's shenlders last winter when her
husband met with an accidamt and was killed, He was bringing a
lond of lome out of thewoods on his proverty when he was knocked
dovm and a wheel of the wagon ran over him.

Since then, almost unassisted, except for a hired men which she
employs part of the time to help her, she has carried on the farm,

ngim doing it to save my heme, and that's the only reason," she
explained her calling, 80 unusual for a weman hereabouts,

The farm is em the west side of Horseneck road, So. Viestport, a
mile or so south of Hix Bridge road. From the road the farm slepes
down bowards the Westport river.

On the day she was interviewed by The Standard, Mrs. Lake was
busily engaged in bringing in hay. Wiht)a hired man and a relative
whe came out be help, pitehing the erodp up, lirs. Lake was treading
down on the wangon, and carrying om a vunning Tire of cemment, inter-
spersed with directions te the workmen, the two horses hauling the
wagon, and hex two dogs, minning looge nround bhe Tield.

"Phat was the best part of this ferm, my husband, always said."
Mrs Lake declered, waving an arm towards the west, where pine treeg
the river, the west bank with its sumner residences, and the lewer-
inz sun made a picture of 1ife =nd coler any artist would have dif-
ficulty in trensferring teo canvas,

"It working to keep the place, beceuse my husband love it so"
ghe ndded,

Ae she telked and worked, suddenly the hay wagon started and pr
part of the lead of fragrant hay fell off the back end.

"Well, I declarse, I thought I could tread = load of hay better
than thet." she exclaimed, add added ss the fallen hay was thrown
up again, "It won't fall this time,"

Mrs., Charles M. Robbins 80 native of Besten (Minnie Alice Swint,) lr
Rebbins mfg jewelry., Settled at Westport Foint 1823 he died 1929, .
son by former marriage Chester ™, Ny, Mrs. Robbins had a gift shop
and tee room for several years, W.W.I plane spetter.

Capt. Charles A “hase at 91 died April 24, 1956,
Louis McHenry Howe =--

‘ They were a team in other things, teoe. And FDR spent many a day
after polie struck on the warm sands of Horseneck “each where the Howes
had their cottage. And it was from Horseneck that FDR visited Dr, William
McPonald in Marion, It was there Roesevelts daweleped-by took some new
polie treatments developed by Yr. McDonald.

Mrs. llowe has two children brs. Mary Howe ®aker, librarian at Abbott
Academy, Andover and a Summer resident of Westport Feint, and Hartley
of New York, five grandchildren and one great grandchild,
from book review "The Man Behind Roosevelt" Lela Stiles




fields to draw on the riders.
At the stone walls across t
had passed.

HOUNDS HORSES AND WARY FOX BRING TRRILLS TN QUANSEIT HUNTS

he fields the horses soared and the hunt

Sniffing the tingling,wun-1it air, the hunters are led into the barn yard

of the Sebem- Stone Barn farm in Dart, 1heir red-coated riders examine

cinch and Lridle. As they are mounted the horses know they are to follow .
the hounds across Westport and Dartmeuth fields and fences--- a sport they
are trained to enjoy,

Under the direction of Mr. William Almy Jr. master of fex hounds,the
hound pack circles and mills in the heof-marked snow of the barn yard,
their noses constantly searching the air for the scent,

Whips crack over the backs of the pack, Voices--loud and unreal in the
quiet air-- soeak to horses. Joint Master Bayard Tuckerman, Jr. of Hamil-
ton sounds his hern and the New Year's Day meet of the Quansett hunt is off
across the snowy fiéds.

The riders in their coats of "hunter's pink" stand out against the snow
through which the tan and white hounds seem te guide effortlessly.

Almnst before the hound pack is out of sight down a stone wall lane they
started a fox and their mingled hoarse voices are fleoating back Le the
spart-leving spectators and neighbors who have gathered te see the hunters off,

The Quansett Hunt has never lapsed since it was first recognized in 1920.
The farne of the Vartwouth and Westport country has spread, it is noted among
hunters as good open country, clear of the terrer te a horse, the wire fence
provides much sport in the frequency of stone walls,

It is goed scenting country, dus to the dampness from the nearBy sea. Pry
weather and droughts are hard on fox hounds., The patches of weeods-- the
"@overts"-- are few and widely spaced so that plenty of epne riding is
provided, And last but not least there are plenty of foxes,

During the absence of Willima Almy Jr. while he was master of hounds for
the Culpeper and Warrenten, Virginia hunts, the Quansett country was hunt-
ed by the Myopia at the invigatdon of William Almy Sr, and Bayard Tuckerman W
who at that time served as nasters.

Since his return dbr. #1my has hunted the fields near his Dart, farm alene
until last Dec. when the regnlar hunting of the Quan:ett country was resumed

The hunts are held twice a week on Wed. and Sundays. The hunt today
starts at the Quansett farm at 12:30,

Every recognized hunt in the U.S. is registered with the Nat. Steeple-
chase and Hunt Ass. Tn order to hold their standings however, each hunt
must maintain a pack of hounds.

Permission of the owners of the land ever which the hunters ride must
be obtained and in the years of the Quansett hunts ne trouble has ever arisen,

The speed of the average hunt is clese to seven miles am heur. In an
afternoen the foxhounds and riders will cover about 20 miles, Perhaps one
fox will be followed the whole distance and perhaps several will be found,
The Quansett Hunt country covers approximately 144 sq. miles.

‘the hunt breakfast New Year's Uay was served at the Boyden farmstead,
Their house, like all houses should, gave the feeling of being well lived
in Open fires burning on every hearth and every room had a fireplace,

Holly and green frem the nearby woods decorated deorways and rafters.

A Christmas tree from which little 1ll-year old "Sneeze" Beyden had picked
his Christmas gifts still steod, decorated with sliver stars-- while
"Snooze" rode to the hounds with the clder hersemen,

In the low rafted dining room a leng table was spread with food.Befébre
and after their chase across the fields the riders welcomed refreshment,

Starting at approximately 12:30, the eager fox hound pack was followed
by the brilliantly coated horsemen, As the hounds took the scent and gave

veice the snectator gallery in cars chased around the read te reach a bar
way where the hounds and hznt were expected to pass.

Down a laneway cane the pack. Noses close to the ground the hounds were
concentrated attention. Their bugling notes floated off across the snowy




TONW OFRICIAL NEARS HIS 50th ANNIVERSARY

E.L. Macomber Is “lerk In Westport

Appreaching his 50th anniversary as lown Clerk of Westport, Hdwrd L.
Macomber today leooks forward te many mere years of wdgvice in this public
office, which was held for a period of 22 years before him by his father,
the late John A, Macomber 2d,

Annual reports of Westport have listed a Macomber as Town Clerk fer
72 years, coninueusly except for a break in 1878 and 1879 when the present
Town Clerk's father was out of office. This record of public service by
father and sen is believed unsurpassed in Mass.

Generation after generation of Westpert citizens has been served by the
twe Macombers, and it leoks as if Edward L, Macomber, still energetic and
more efficient than ever at 71, cman keep on being Tewn Clerk as leng as
he pleases,

Grandfather Was Treasurer

Public service by Macembers in Westport dates back befere the time of
Mr. Macomber's father, His grandfather, Leonard Macember, was for many
years lreasurer and Tax Collecter of Westpert, and his great-grandfather,
John Macomberhad a big farm on what new is Main Read, Central Village, and
did a legal business, writing wills, settling estates and hanrdling other
Probate Court matters, although he was not a lawyer.

"My father was called John A, MacomlLer 2d because there were three men

' of the same name on the voting list in Westpert and the Registrara of Voters
! wanted to avoid confusien," said Mr, Macember in his effice at the Westperi
Municipal Building.
"Thepee alse were three James £, Tripps anc three William H. Gifferds en
| the veting list., Ihe custem of the Registrars of Voters, was te list ene
as James F. Tripp, James P, Tripp 2d and James P, iripp 3d, te give an
example. That's hew my father bedame John A. Macember 2d, and not because
he was the second of the name in his family,"
Father Was Clerk

Mr., Macember's father became Town Clerk in 1874 and held office until
1878, when Rebert A, Lawten defeated him at the polls. Twe years later, the
elder Mr., Macember went back into office and served until his death in 1898.
He was alse on the Westport Scheel “emmittiee for many years and when he
died was on the Board of Fublic Welfare,

Edward L, was born in an old heuse on Main Read, Central Village, near
the present Municipal Building. The heuse new is occupied by his sisters,
the Misses lattie F. Alice 4, and Mabel B, Macomber and Mrs, Sephie E]
llawkes, a widow, “r. Macomber was 71 last Jan., 26, Miss Mabel E. Macomber
is a retired teacher whe taught many years in New Bedford.

As a boy, lir. Macomber attended Public Scheel Ne., 9 on the Adamsville Road
near Sedem Road, a structure new used as a dwelling., PFrem this he was pro-
moted to Westport High Scheel then housed in the upper fleer of the eld
Westport Town Hall at Central Village. Town offices eccupied the leower floor.

Attended Moses Brown

My, Macember received one of the first three diplomas ever isstied to a
student in Westport. That was back in 12894 when he completed his studies at
Westpert High¥ Scheel.

"Lefsre that ti{em, students went to schoeel and when they had finished
their studies they quit scheel, and that's all there was to it, ‘lhere were
no diplomas," recalled iy, Macomber.

"The other tow)who got these first diplouas were lrs, Kate (lallman) Ehase
and Carl Cutter, now curater ef the museum at Mystic, Conn., where the
Charles ", Morgan is enshrined."




Mr. Macomber centinued his studies at Moses brown Scheel in Provid-
ence, from which he was graduated in June 1897. ‘hen he enrolled at Haver-
ford Colleg, Pa. and was completing his frehsman year when his father died,

"Ihat was back in june 1898," reminisced br. Macomber. "l hurried home
and never went beck te schoel., Mother wantedjue near her, and since I knew
as much about the work of the Lown Clerk as anybody else in tewn, the Sel=
ectmen of Westport urged me to take my father's offices Albert 2. Sherman
was chairman of the Pcard of Selectmen,

Watched Town Grow

"I consented to take over the jeb, and the Selectmen appointed me tenm=
porary Town Clerk. I was 21 at the tipﬁpl was elected lown Clerk at a spec-
jal election a month after the ¢mmperary appeintment,"

Mr, Macember has been lown Clerk centinueusly since that appeintment
June 25, 1889. He has watched the Town of Westpert grow from a sparsely-
settled farm commmity te a thriving town with a pepulation of anproxi-
mately 5,000,

Opposed six times im electiens during the last 50 years, he always was
re-elected with little difficulty., His office fir$s was contested in 1913
when C. Chester Gifford ran against him. It wasn't even clese. Mr.Macomb-
er ,walked away with it, The following year, Dy, Edward W, Burt, head of the
Progressive Party of that day opposed wr. Macomber, but it was another easy
win for Edward L.

Work Has Increased

In more receut years, Alexander walsh, present town lreasurer, unsucces-
suflly ran against mr. hacomber, Slmer U. Manchester Jr., town accountant
and clerk of the board of Selectmen and beard of Assessors, ran against Mr.
Macember six years ago and this year, with little more luck than the pee-
ceding candidates,

The Town Clerk new is elected for a three-year term and it loeks as if
Mr. Macomber, like Old Man River, will just keep rolling along.

"There is much mere work attached to the jeb of lown Clerk in Westport
than there was when 1 took office 50 years ago," said Mr, Macember at his
desk in the Westport Municipal bBuilding. "Why, there's 20 times mere work
—4oday what with the new laws that have been added, the increase in the
number of residents and voters,"

Report of the town auditors for the year ended Feb.k, 1900 shows Mr.
Macomber received the salary of #33,50 a year and fees amounting to $51.40
"for obtaining, recording and indexing births, marriages and deaths," To-
day, Mr, Macomber gets a salary of $800 a year as Town Clerk and keeps fees
amounting to approximately $1,200.

Dog Fees Same

About the only thing that hasn't changed since I teok office is the fee
for dog liceases," said r, Macomber, a small lively man with clear, gray
eyes that always are twinkling and a ready smile.

"Rifty years ago, the fee for a male dog was $2 and for a female it
was $5, same as today.

"When 1 began as Town Clerk there were 500 voters in Wesipert, Then were
enrolled as Pemocrats, 15 as Prohibitienists, and the rest as Republicans.
Today, the town has an enrollment of 1,000 Rejublicans and 150 Demecrats.”

During his first year of office, Mr, Macember recorded 29 marriages. Tn
1947 there were 81 marriages recorded, lhe Town Clerk estimates he has
married 400 couples in the last 50 years.
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Married In 1906

Mr. Macember was married in 1906 to Ada S5, buzzell. lwo years later,
they bought their present home on Main Road, nerth of the Westport Munici-
pal Building, and Mr, Macember transacted town business there until 1938
when the present town office building was built, Since then, he has had an
of fice in the brick building but many still ceme to his samll effice at
home for public services.

The house is en a farm ence owned by his gram@-grandfather, John Macember

"He had such a bi; farm that he and a Little Compten, R,I. farmer made
an agreement te go to market in New Bedford on different days because the

produce either one of them brought was enough te flood the market for the day,"

laughted Mr, Macomber,

The Westport lown Clerk has been a justice of Lthe peace and netary public
for many years and probably is as well known for his work in Probate Court
as for his service as a teown nff1c1ll. Judge William E. Fuller, grandfther
of the present Judge William E, Buller of Probate Court, was on the bench
in these early days,

Ne Lawyer Then

"There was no lawyer in Westport back in these days and I was called
upen te handle much lepgal werk which teday only an atterney would bea 1-
lowed to take," Mr. Maceomber peinted out, "I took care of wills and deeds,
have been administrater for many estates, and handled practically all the
legal business in which the town was involved,"

Down through the years, Mr. haco mber has net confined his public ser=-
vice to the work of Tewn Clerk, He was chairman of the town Scheol “emmittee
for fige or six years, served en the Board of Health, was a member of the
town Finance Committee and a trustee of the Westport Free Public Library., He
has been an ex-officie member of the Loard of Registrars of Velers for the
last 50 years.

Mr., Macomber has been either secretary or chairman of the Westport Repub-
lican Committeée for the last 45 years, He alse in a member of the permanent
board ef the New England Yearly Meeting of Friends, a director of Moses
Brown Scheel and Linceln Scheoel, beth in Previdence; a directer of the F,R,
District of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty ofe Children and a
member of the 01d Partmeuth Historical Society.

Mr, and Mrs, Macomber have four children, brs. Elizabeth Vinten of
Syracuse, N.Y, wife of Dr. Paul * Vinton, a dentist; Lieutenant John 4,
Macember of fort “ragg, N.C; Mrs. George 5, Sinnicks of “harlette, N,C,
and Mrs, David W, Deuglas eof Weymouth, “r. and bdrs. Macohhmer alsc have three
grandchildren,




DECEMEER 31, 1800
Closing Mays of Twe Yentruies “ompared
What Happened in New bedford a Hundred Y ears Ago

RS —

Events and Conditions In down When Eighteenth Century Ended,
Only a ceuple of paragraphs taken from this newspaper clipping

TheNew Bedford of 1800 was a vastly different propositien from that of
our day and had you teld a New Béford man of then that it weuld Bn a
centony be a thriving city ef 65,000, he would have kooked on you as z
dreamer of visiens. ‘= knew it with a pepulation of 4,400 an infant which
had cut away from eld Mother Dartmouth's apren strings enly 13 years
befere, a spparation for which the fond parent had not yeat granted her
Fergiveness, Men were living whe were bitter enemies by reason of thegi
differences about the division, and the wouunds never healed till a few'
funerals smoecthed the troubled waters,

Doubtless the constable was busy anawering questions as te why he didn't
ge in for the reward of $20 which Jehn Avery Parker offered for the appre-
hension of the thieves whe broke inte his store at Westport a few nights
before, Mr., Parker had met yet left Westhort and come to New Bedford te
lay the feundatiens for the great fortune he later acquired,

I

FAMED ARTTST DIES IN WESTPORT 1947

Ashley, Clifford “arren at 65 b, 1881
His latest pai'ting --odl) New bedford scene painted for Patrick Sweenecy, de-
picting the origainal plant ef the Centinental Jcrew werks.

brought up a lever of the sea, in a family which included whaling captain
uncles, Mr. Ashley in 1904 made a six-month whaling veyage on the bark
Sunbeam. lhis experience gave him back-ground material and technical
knowlege which was reflected in many ef his paintings and in "The Yankee
Whaler," This beok, first published in 1926, and reissued in 1938, is
ranked as a standard autheritative work on whaling. 1t combines two chap=-
ters on the Sunbeam veyage, cemprehensive discussiens of whaling metheds
and gear of whalebeats, informatien about whales, the stery of life
abeard a whaleboat, and 375 illustratiens by the artist in black and white
and celer.

A lover of antiguef furniture, quantities of antique mahegany in Jamaica,
some of which he retained for his own home, His Westpert heme, rebuitl
from plans he and Mrs. Ashley worked out together, became a teeasure
heuse of family heirleoms and ether antiques.,

Form many years Mr. Ashley maintained a studie at the waterfrent, foot
of Washingten Street, Fairhaven, where many of his whaling pictures were
painted, After it was razecd, he moved his easels across the way to the
second fleer of 44 Water Street, Fairhaven, e alse had a studie at his
Westport home, and at times painted at Swain Schoel of lesign,

Mr4 Ashley married iarch 16, 1932, at her mother's home in Hethesda, Md,
Mrs, Sarah Rodman (Scldder) Clark, of New bedford ancestry, who had been
& Summer visitor et Nonquitt for several seasorns.
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STBLL PORTUCES OLD R.I JONNY#CAKE CORN MPAL

David W.oimmons Proukd of Oldest Grist Stenes in Sectien {

Niney years age leng enough to wear most men out., Pavid W, Simmens, ef Tiverten,
however whe recently cut and ate his birthday cake bedecked with 90 candles, is
still tending his grist mill, where the eold fashiened stenes, like these of the
gods, grin "exceeding fjné# tn make the real old time X.7, Jahhqf;ake frn meal,

It was 65 years ago that dr, Simmens first let the mill stream inte the water wheel
te turn the ponderpns stenes. The stones were ancient then, Teday they are witheut
doubt the oldest in service in this vicinity, and the mill is the enly one ef its kind
remaining in R.I, as Mr., Simmons relates,

With the excention of an "aver-shot" water whedl in Russells Mills, which is net in
active operation Mr, Skmmons helieves he has the last surviving grist mill in this
secion, it harbs back te Celenial tiies. and recalls te the children of this indust-
rial age the primitime but sturdy methods by which Americans for 200 years carried on
their siuple manufactures. Something abeut the henest grinding of the stenes, native to
the near by fields, something in the painstaking care of the old fashioned miller makes
the product "differein!' from that bought ferm the great modern milling cempanies,

"Mill Mere'" as bir. Simmens calls his hespitality rambling farmhouse and grist mi1l,
lies,down Crandall Read ever the R,I, lire in liverten. Hard by the road stands the
house, its yellew clapboards like a cernflewer amid the green of trees and the grassy
mere. Down back, Ly the mill pond, are the weather beaten shingles of the leng, lew
gabled mill, while under the heed ef the bables like steut lengs with the living
bark still on, soon te be put to the shrieking saws fer lumber. The stream that turns
the mill is, Yankee fashion, made to werk the tinber on the farm alse. (Hwere indeed is '
ancient New Englan‘, '

llere comes the farmer from miles areynd te have his bern ground between the upper and
the nether stone, as in biblical times. Here the sons and daughters of this stalwart
patriarch, his 22 grand children and his 12 great-grandchildren may come of a. Summer
afternoon to enjey the shade of the apple tree on the slepe of the mere, and the young -~
er ganerations te pluck a lily frem the mill pond.While from the old well the thirsy
may hoist a briming bucket of water se tasy and refreshing.

"I have worked from dawn to dask --out fishing it was hard work. And when 1 came
heme I used te go meving houses and builing dtone walls. I can't dripve d own te—Adams—
hetween here and Little Compton Lut I see buidings that T've moved and stone walls
T helped put up.

Mr, Simmoss was bern eon Aug, 12, 1842, en Crandall Xd,, about a mile above his
present heme, His father was ill, and on the small boy's sheulders fell mucef the
farm werk, When he was 18 he went to New Ded, to work fer Benj. Redman in the latler's
ige house, which i: new used.Mr. Simmons belives, by the Wamsutta M:ll as a storage
shed, After five years there he came home te go F1ah1n

In the Spring the Yiverten fishermen wnet after scup anﬁ foed fish, but mest ef the ‘
time it was for menhadenand porgy to make eoil,

"We used te trade with the Churches of the Marragansett 011 Werks on the nerth end
ef R,T," recalls Mr. Simmens. "We werked down as far as Delaware &nd up along the
Maine coast ]




"] was out fishing when the Civil War began. I could just remember when the
Memican War started, and when the soldiers came heme from that, As L was six
years old at the time,The Mexican War was quickly fergotten in the excitement of the
abelition cause, I wanted te go te the Civil War, but I was my mohter's enly support
as my father was ill., T agreed te stay at fishing for a while, but after Gettysburg 1
was determined te ge, My mother met me as I came off the beoat. She knew what I was mind-
ed to do. She said nothing, but there were tears in her eyes, and--and 1 wht back fishing.

When everyene else poes teo war, the man whe stays civilian has his meral battle to
fight, but te Mr. Bimmens the memtroy of these days now merges inte the well ardered
pattern of almest 100 yea¥s of meeting lile with principle.

"With my brother-in-law, Philip Gray, I bought this place 65 years age." Mr. Simmens
recalls. "We worked it twe years as partners, then I had a hankering te go fishing
again, se I sold my interest te Philip Gray. Then 21 years later 1 bought it back.
William Wilbur, whe died tlow) years age, had taken it over, and I effected a trade with
him, as 1 had a place up the line that he wanted, Se I've been here 44 years steady new.
I1t*'s net a bad place." he comments drily, and smiles a little, as much as te say,

"try and beat it."

Bsually ene "hears tell" of when the first settlers' outfits started, but the
echoes of the early days of Mill Mere have faded out aleng the corridors eof lime, The
present miller has heard that the "running stone" of the "eating" mill, as he ealls it,
was set in 1812, but as te the under stone he has never heard tell. Then there are
the cattle feed stenes, unaccountably eld,

In the early part of the 19th century Jireh Waite owned the mill, The stenes of
the grist mill were heused in a structure on the pend, The s&w mill was cdown a little
way. When Mg, Simmens was 16, he recalls, Benjamin Waite, son of Jireh, jeined the twe
mills tegether. Pegjemin Waite alse built the present farmhouse in Mr. Simmens' early
yeuth, It used te have a gambrel reof, but was changed ever te leng, sleping gables.

The one thing that has net changed is the making of the meal. As the first settler
milled their grist and made histery with R.I. jehnny cakes, so does dr, Simmens mill
the same grist,

Up in the left ever the millstenes he shells the cern and sends it dewn the hepper
inte the flaring funnell of the "eating'" mill. The upper er "running'" stene turns slew-
1y as the nether stone remains fixed, The operatien is like a pair of shears. “n the
grindingface of the millstenes are eight segments of filirrews like pie cuts, and within
each segmme¢ three more furrews., The fuurrews are almost straight cut en ene side, and
sheared of f en the other, so that the cern between the twe stones is greund inte meal
by ihe scissors-like action of upper anc under furrows shearing acress each #sther.

Ititakes about half an heur te grind up a bushel. The meal pours eut inte a sack
hung under the spill bex, and the miller ke@ps werking it with his hands te make sure
the quality is right and the corn getting plenty ef air as it grinds.

from the sack, or barrel, it goas te the sifter te be belted. Seme custemers prefer
the unbelted meal fer the sake of the bran, but others like it sifted, The siftings
of pure bran are thrown into a scrap barrel to be fed to the stock, but there are a few
customers fer even this gritty substance, as it is new fashi#enable to eat a little
"roughage" for the stemach's sake, !

A second set of stene grinders ta'es care of the cattle grain. #r, Simmens has a
special marhine for cracking up coerncobs, simply breaking them in pieces. Then the
corn, cob and all, goes inte the sténes to mill out inte cattle feed,

The feed millstones are of flint, unearthed from the fields ajes age, lhe "eating"
mill, te distinguish it from the other, has stones of granite,




There's semcthing in the quality of the 'eatin' mil's running stone,'" said mr, Sim-
mens, "that grinds a specially geed kind of meal, People have asked me where I goi it,
! have heard tell that at the begdmning of the War of 1812 a Negre dug it eut of the
field on NabLy Dring's place, dewn the road in Adamsville.,"

The stone measures abeut feur feet across and nearly a foot thick. It illustgltes |
well the ferce of the “ibical anathema, that "better a millSone were hung abeout his neck."
It weighs a ten and a quarter, according te Mr, Simmemss, whe certainl_y should know, -
as once in a while he hag te 1ift it up te "pick" it out. ‘lhere are a pain/ of iren —?
hames hung up by the mill for that purpese. They Boek in &hd permit the pendereous ‘
stone to be swung out and turned ever, so that the miller can sharpen up the furrows
again, If the furrews get dull, the shearing may be teo dose or toc loose, and the
cern heats in the grinding,

Pecause care is taken to keep the preduct up to the old settlers? standard, people
come fromas far away as the island of R.7,, and the family that didn't Tnow R.T jehnny
cake was scareely respectable, Then the grist mill vanished hefore the competition
of modern manufactured prodicts., But " just-as-geed" johnny cake would not satisfy the
Re Ts. Se they began coming to Mill Mere in Tivertsn,

When it was Simmons and Gray, 65 years ago, Mr. Simmons seld Mill Mere to the old
Unien store in New Bedford, and though that store is cone, others take his product,

His brother in law, Let &, bates, used te be a distributer for him.

The best customers in those early days were the farmers whoe brought their corn {or
milling. An ancient law allewed the miller a todl of tew, quarts to the bushel, but
Simmens and Gray couldn't do business on that ratie, adjusted to the needs of their
grandfathers' time, They were permitted te take three quarts in toll provided they put
a sign up, and Mr, Simmons has ever since considered that a fair allowance, through all.
price fluctuatiens ef the 65 years.

Rarmers teday still bring their cern for milling but almost all arekash customers’
wab-the~late-Ue,- The last regular toll customer was the late br. wilkie of King Rd.

diha tewn and city stores pet their meal put up in five peund bags, with the Mill
Mere trade mark,

Antbhr source of profit from the will is the lumber department. The farm embraces
& large weod lot, which ™r, Simmens used te work and now has worked [fg him, te get
out beat timber, wagon peles and mewing machine peles. .

"Horses are about all gone," said Mr. Simmens , "so we don't have much call fer
wagon peles, but mowing machine peles still setll A year ape 1 did a let of work for the
Narragansett Oil Works,."

Sawmill and grist mill werk by water power from Autumn through the Winter and late
Spring. The old water whell is now supplanted by & turbine. During the dry spell a
tractor engine is geared to the mill, and while this is in use #r, Simmens calls on his
hired man, Isaac Abbott, te start the angine, Utherwise he manages affairs quiél by himselif

"You'll never get rich being a mill," said V., Simmons, but he lays a hand on the
"eating' stones with casual pricde and declares, "This mill has always mace a living fer
a family, even so, and still does,"

1That might be called a fair return indeed, as the patriarch of Mill Mere has nat

reared a small family, There were eight children by his first wife, téw by histecond,
The first break in the family group Aid nat sccur until last warch, when the eldest
daughter, Mrs. Prark Wilbur, died spddently. Now there are nine chilrren, 22 grand-
children and 12 geeat-grandchildren. One datizhter, Mrs. Evelyn Hart and her daughter
Eunice, live at Mill Mere,

Theothers, nften come to make up the family circle again, 'lhe children of his




delight te play at Grandfather's heme, and “randfather, net at all eld as some

p8ople seem, guietly watches them with his still keen eyes, these eyes which have seen
go mugh 6f 1ife. S@-tje-faeddpgA curious light as of satisfaction and understanding
gleams as he goes here and there Bbout the business of his farm.

So the feeling settles dewn upon the visiter at Mell Mere that in this place peace
has been made with the hard cenditions of mertal existence. leh/curse on the sons of
Adam, te earn their bread by the sweat of their browy has been wmade inte a blessing
and as the patriarch ef Mill Mere has been ture to the sedl that supperts him, so are
his days indeed leng in the land the Lerd gave him. Thus, in the phrase of the
Scriptures that he honers, does Navid W. Simmons find life good at 90 years, and goes.
regularly en Sunday te the Stone Church at Tiverton.

Perhaps Mr. Simmens has not heard the fellewing invecation, It is inscribed on the
wall of an ancient mill in a remote part of the Elack Forest in Germany, but weuld
not be out of place in Tiverton, A free translatinn would give it thus:

"We give thanks, good Lord, for the earth and grain, and for the streams that turn
our mill, for what men neer alove all bbher needs is bread, and bread makes brothers
of humanity., So let thy grace fall on our mill, that we may grind ~ur brother's bread.
Yet when wars come the best of mills must cease to grand, an” man must want for bread,
Se keep our Lrethers, Lord, at peace, that we may mill their daily bread."




THE SOUTH WESTPORT SCHOLHOUSH
by Dorothy Achesom (This copy made March *73

The one-room scheelhouse called the Seuth Westport Schoel-
heuse is lecated om Morsemeck Read just south eof Pime Mill Aute
Service amd the four corners, The previous South Westport scheel
steo! om the southwest cormer of the four cormers. The half acre

of groumd which was deeded March 12, 1861 belonged to James I,
Handy, physiciam, and his wife, Mepe, and it breught them $50
from Johm w, Howlamd, Richard 5. Gifferd, Zeletes Almy and a com=~
mittee chesem by Scheel District Ne. 3, 'The deed was witnessed
by Natham C. brownell, J, P,

The building was completed about 18565, It has a large room
lighted with big windows on four sides, and a deor amd small emntry
each for the boys and for the girls, Hach emtry had hooks for
coats and a small metal sink with draim pipe but mo rumming water,
Water was carried from the towan pump at the four cormers, There ..
asstove (or heat, There were two, three, or four terms ef schedl,
and sometimes a differremnt teacher fer each term, Prederick A, Mewland
set out the twe pime trees im fromt of the scheel, Mr, Mewlamd was
vajedictoram of the class of 1898, W,1,S,, and his valedictery was
entitled "Tomorrew".

It appears from the ammual reports eof this peried that each
member of the scheeol comittee was assigmed certaim scheels which he
sheuld visit and peport en, Ve read that W.w, Handy begam teaching

in Seuth Westport (District 3) im the summer term (repert of 1858-9),
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In the winter term James %, Smith and Johm W, Gifford taught there,
1866 report says Prances 1, Handy the Doctor's dauphter, taught
the summer term and Lizzie C. Allem was teacher in the winter,
There were 44 "schelars". The connent:;; welit on to say that

many were quite youmg and meeded a lomger scheel tham the Dis=
trict's share of the nublic momey would supply (abeut six memths

a year) amd that they attemded irregularly. "Quite impossible teo
advamce rapidly im learmimg,” This report says, "Im this district
they have a comveniemt and comfertable scheel heuse, and it is
lamentable that the terms of scheol are se shert. Censiderinmg the
time, the teabhers have beem theraughly soccessful, amd the scheol
has made comsiderable progress during the past year.,"

Comcernimg District 3 Scheol the 1868 report says, "This is one
of the largest scheols in town, amd with so wmany classes as there
must mecessarily be it is nea ly impossible to make so much improve=
ment as would be expected from a schoel containing a smaller mumber
of schelars.” flammah Brownell taught im the summer amd im the winter

Cortes Allem "a gentleman of experiemce and emergy whe labered dil-

igrntly for the advancement of the scheel,"” Mis Browmell had 43 @ :“'

e\) - "\Al'f'-" l"{"' - Y - Ol v "J ‘;")'
pupils (av,39) and received $?7 50 per no-th. Pupils' ages ramzed

from under 5 years to somewhat over 15,

1his report urges paremnts te visit schoel, amd pupils te be pune-
tual. It says from 9,00 te 10:30 A.M, scheel is comstamntly imterrupted
by late arrivals, an” that amether evél is irregualar attiendamce.

In 1869 the Massachusetts legislature passed Chapter 110, "An act
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te abelish the district scheel system,"” There were amendments
necessary in 1869 and 1873 for clarification and to describe PLO=
cedures and in 1880 came the final act declaring towms and cities
must take comtrel of all the scheels and their equipment, appraise
the property amd levy sufficiemt tax te suppert the scheels, The
town of Westpert ewmed all its scheels before 1877,

Accerding te the 1887 scheel report there was schoel for 8%
months, with 23-27 imn the Seuth Y“estport scheel. The teachers
were Ida P, Aiken and Alice L, Allem, Im the late mimties some of
the teachers were Alice M, Jonmes, Susie B, Lawton, Laura W, Peckham,
Chlee Macomber, Mary C, Cery, Alice Allen, Flera Y, joplim, Nellie
#. Allen, Nellie M, Pettey, and a partial list of those in the nine-
teen hundreds weuld include Sephia Macomber, Hmily McLaughlin, Lula
Wilkens, Mamie Woed, Leuisa Chace, Kate Chace, (and Kate Chace Talle
man), Bvelyn Westpm, Mrs, Adae, Framces Howland, Miss Masom, Miss
Orpen, M.i.lns Regnn;

The scheel steed vacant 1929-30 but was opened again for a shert
time, Iu the mid-thirties the building ceased to be used as a schoeol,
The Scheel Committee gave permissien te am association of South West-
pert families to use the buildimg as a commumity center, amd it was
2 busy place for several years, with commumity parties, 4-H Eroups,
Extension classes, etc., The stipulatiem was that the property must be
well cared for, lhanks te the efforts of the comnumity amd gemerous

gifts electric lights were installed, the imterior repainted, the
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reof reshingled, Some gifts were chima, spoons, etc. with which

to serve refreshments, There was a curtain for the small plat-

form and little plays were produced, The center had an orchestra,

"The Wiadjammers", At oene time the place owned a piane, an organ
and a victrela with records,

However, time amd circumstamces brought changes, and when the
building was mo lomger in demand as a meeting place the Schoel
Committee reclaimed it. It was subsequemtly auctiomed by the

town amd the buyer was #r. H. Marshall Perry.

March 10, 1973 Note:
Dear Eleapor,

Here is the lenmg leost, long everdue report om the South West-
port =cheolhause, ! hepe it is acceptable though my typing is
quite peoor I knew,

I have seen a couple of times that the tewn did mot set up
scheels or spend memey for the purpese Before 1840, 1 have a
copy ef a deed for land fer a scheel at the Peimt dated 1809,
A scheel district bought it. Net the towm but actimg for the
public goed.

Sincerely,

Derethy “chesen

LWL
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Handy, Dr. William B, New port baptised 1766
practiced in New Lond, Conn,

White, Dr. Geo. F.S. b, West, 1818 son of Wm. and Cynthia White 4
studied med, in office of James H, Handy. DBershire med., College
Pittsfield married Mary Corey W, Point. practiced im West,

then Adsmsville died Adam, 1881 parc, 37 yrs. school com (W. or K.I?)

White , Wm. b, 1846 son of Dr. Geo, F,5, of Adamsville P549
' ~ 1867 to 1877 drug store in Broolyn ret, to Adams,

1872 attended to mfg. and sale of "Dr. Whites Specilly

for Dipthbéria,

3Tripp, John freeman 1655
\Trippe, John 1639 Kimg Charles,
Geo II 1847 boujdry Tiv, Little Comp. Mass. accept without
examination 1791 questioned survegy 1844 1852 supreme court,

Ralphs Neck No. Watuppa Pond, So,. Wat, Sawdy P550
' Gray, Philip J. B, 1837 son of Samel B, merchant in

Adamsville bus. Since 1879 bought Abraham Manchesters farm

in Tiverton, .

Mills of West., by Prof, Martin Butier o01-3
~ " Bread & Cheese brook

Taber, Philip Tothal, Duapel

Wordell, Phineas " Ephraim

Borden, Jonathan Thompson, Ephraim

Lawton (mill) Gifford, Pardon

Gifford, Geo. H. Mac, Timothy

Lawton, Geo, Sphraim

Waite, Benj. Howland, Bradford

Tripp, John *  Dgniel H, Jr.
Giffordm, Wm, Allen, Samel
Milk, Lemuel "  Richard
Roteh, Wm.Jr. Lewis Geo. W. & Flijah R.

Allen, Gbdeon

Rot e-h N w“h
Gifford, Anthony

Lewig Bro.
Trafford, Wme

554
Library : . |
| bner
. Livrary Ass. kichmond Widow Mary, Gifford, A .
ﬁgigi,PREhe%% E. ripp Evelyn , Ledlie J. Whi%e W.E,

Paull, Richard, Tripp Leslie J, Gifford Abner F. School Dis.jl4 FE??E_

Richmond, Widow, Gifford, Jonathan P,, Barboza, Rose, Murphy Wm.M.

Alumni Hall
Witness of deed listed (7)
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Notes From "History of Newport County R,I."
MNew Yerk L.k, Preston & Co, 1888

P.90 Dr, Wm. Handy, son of Charles & Ann Zrown Handy, was born
at Newport, & was baptised ian Trimity Shurch, Sept, 29, 1766,

He married in Jume or July 1788, being then of Newport, Abby
Saltonstall, daughter of Roswell baltcﬁatall, sqs merchant, of
New London, Me was for many yeafs a prominent & successful
practitioner at New Lo%ﬂon, Conn,

P.636 Dr, Gea. .S, White, son of "m & Cynthia White, was born
in Westport, Mass Aug 6, 1818, Ie attended the Middlebore, Mass.
acacdenmby @€ and afterwards taught school for several years, He then
orosec;ted the study of medicine in the office of James H. “andt}
M.T' & received the degree of M,D, at Pershire hedical College, at
Pittsfield, having also attended lectures at the College of Phy-
sicians & Surgeons, at N.Y. At the age of 26 Dr, White married
Mary Corey, of Westport Point, & at about the same time began the
practice of madicine at Westport, removing, however, soom after,
to Adamsville, in Little Compéon, R,I., where he centimued to
practice until his decease which accurred on the 5th day eof May,
1581, at Adamsville, having'becn in practice 37 yearé. Dr. White
was, for several years, a Eaéefnl member of the school committee,

"He was a man of warm and sympathetic nature, and was greatly

esteeamed by a large circle of friemds. "

e had ap extensive prac-
tice and rode a large circuit for nearly 40 years, yet he did not
lay aside his wedical hooks, nor lose his zeal in his chosen prop -

ffession,"

(Ve

p
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P 1057 #161 Wm. White, born 1846, is a son of Dr. “eo. F.5.
White, who practiced medicine i; Adamsville about 30 years,
during which time in 1860 he oriyinatrﬁ the fFormula for the
remedy once widely known as "Ne, White's Specialty far Diﬂ%h—
eria,” From 1867 to 1877 Wm, was in a drug stoee in Brooklyn,
He then returned to Aéamsvitlc since 1872 he has given his atten-
tion to the mfg.'anﬂ sale of the Hipttﬁeria specially which Br.
White vsed with great success in his practice during the last
years of his life,
P.626 Tha (reemen of Portsmouth in the year 1655 John Tripp
P. 622, April 30, 1639 "wé whose nawes are under signed'ﬂu
admit our selves the loyall Subjects of Nis dajestie King Charles,
and im his name we doe bind ourISelves into a eivill bédy polit-
icl agreeable unto hi; lawes accurd}ng t%ﬂll matters of jusices.
§ fohn Trippe
P.886 The policy of Geo. I1 to lesson the territoyy and limit the
influence of Mass. he appointed a conmittee —--May 1847 by which
Tiverton, L. Comp. and three other towns were added tc the juris-
diction of “.7.(They had the lines surfeyed witheut Mass. survey-
rrs making rew lines) Masgs, accentsd whthont examinatiem im 1701

she questinoned the survey=1844 each state appointed 3 lesislature

of Mass, . st

—

1852 to supreme court

The N H. corner of Tiverton, by this survey, was on Ralph's
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Neck, S.E. of No, Watuppa pond. The whole of Sa, Watuppa pond
and 8awdy were in the town, The course from Ralph's Neck was
described as Seo, 22degress, W 2, 125 rods, ' The next course, on
the E, bonndry ;Jf Little Comr_.\thﬁ, was So, 2 degrees 15' W,,
1,944 rods, to the east of Little Compton,

#129 Phiiip T« Gray born in 1#37, is a son of Samnel 5, Mr,
Gray is a merchant at Adamsville, where he has been in business
since 1879, He was engaged in the oil business at Pierce's
Wharf, in Tiverton, with ™r. Cook (%8) , and subsequently was in
the 5t, “eorge 0il and Guans 7 Ce, Later he brought the Abraham
Manchester farm im Tiverton, His wife is Permelia W., daughter of

4
William L. Simmons (85). Mr, Gray is now ser¥ing as assessor.

b




THE MILLS OF WESTPORT

Netes used by Professer Martin Butler fer a talk te the Histerical
Seciety em March 15, 1973,

Grain and saw mills were cemmen te this area during the Celemial era,
Aleng the ceast graim mills were eperated by the pewer of wind, One
such windmill was lecated em the site ef the Methedist Church at Westpert
peint in 1795, Water pewered mills were much mere cemmen, until the water-
sheds were destreyed fer their lumber, One of the lecatiens eof a censider~
able ameunt eof mill activity in the Celenial peried was at Smith Mills,
Before 1681 either @ grist er fulling, weaving, mill had beem built at this
site, At ene time there were as many as five mills eperating there,

The earliest mill in Westpert was established befere the end eof the
seventeenth centmny at Adamsville by Philip Taber, The village was then
knewn as Taber's Mills, Other early Westpert mills include a saw mill built
by Phineas Werdell and eperated by his family between 1782 and 1833, where
Bread and Cheese Breeok cresses the read betweem Himville and Fall River,
On Sanferd Read abeut a mile and a half seuth ef the Narrews, Jenatham
Borden built a mill which eperated frem 1817 te 1877, Prier te 1854, en
the Lawten farm a half mile seuth of Mix Bridge, a mill was in eperatien,
Geerge H, Gifferd eperated a shingle mill en Meuse Mill Breek imn the early
1340's, Meuse Mill was the nickmame given te ene of the grist mills em this
kreek which milled abeut enly eneugh te feed a meuse.

The ma jer center of industry im t he tewn was lecated abeve the Mead of
the River, The village at the Head of Westpert was situated en a main reute
frem Plymeuth and the Cape te MNewpert and Rhoede Island, Abeve the village
te the present Reute 6 are lecated several mill sites which teek advantage
of the water pewer previded by the River, Im 1712 three men jeimed tegether’
te harness this pewer te theisi te their advantage, George Lawten, a miller,
Benjamin Waite, a carpenter, and Jehn Tripp ebtained a seventy acre site
near FPerge Read Cermer, Lawten and Waite built twe mills, ene en the west
side of the River, knewn as Lawten's Mill, The ene en the east side, a third
of a mile east of PFerge Road Cerner, was knewm as Waite's Mill, later Tripp's,
or Chase's Mill, These mills greumd grain er sawed lumber feor the lecality,
They were net business enterprises which seld em far distant markets, Only
when better transpertatien became available weuld wider markets appear, and
alse thedanger of eutside cempetitien,

~ As New Bedferd®s maritime pursuits grew, they created an increasing

demand feor iren, In 1789 William Gifferd and Lemuel Milk purchased the pre=

perty which is new the site ef the lewer Westpert Mill and built an irem

ferge, Te assist them, they turned te the Leenards ef Tauten, a family

familiar with the irem imdustry in that tewn, This industry aleng the River
attracted the attentien ef the Retch-Redman whaling interests ef New Bedford, (
In accerdance with their pelicy eof centrelling all aspects eof the whaling {
business, frem ebtaining the supplies te the sale of the cateh, Willdam {
Retch, Jr. purchased the Waite's Mill im 1795, Fer $3,000 William Retch ;
ebtained twenty acres of land, a grist mill, saw mill, ferge, ceall, a stere- |
heuse, a blacksmith shép and heuse, Thus the Head eof Westpert area centributed
timber, iren werk and chain as well as feed fer the New FEngland whaling fleet,
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Rurther up the River, the earliest mentien of a mill at what is new
Westpert Mactery (Reute 6 site) is centained in a deed dated 1795, This
cefers te a mill constructed by either Stephen er Ephraim Petter in that
year, In thefollewing decades, several mill eperatiens ceme te eur
attentien, yet the specific jecatien of there enterprises remains seme-
what vague, In 1811 at the upper site, Ephraim Thempsen and Parden Gifferd
started a cargin; and fulling (weaving) mill, while Timethy and Ephraim
Macember eperated a sawmill theee until 1812, when they seld their pre-
perty te John Masen ef Swansea and "ethers," whe intended te manufacture
yarn, In the fellowing tew years this greup purchased extensive tracts aleng
the River. In 1814 they assumed the name Westpert Cetten Manufacturing and
the Westport Meghamics Pactery.

This was a premisimg time fer domestic manufacturing enterprises,
since the war with Britain effectively ended the cempetitien eof British
textiles, However, the mill was net finished befere the war ended, and
the fleed of British textiles amd ether manufactured articles breught
abeut a pestwar slump, Several ef the eriginal ewners seld their interests
in the cempany durimg the early part eof 1815, The fellewing year a pre=-
tective tariff increased the prise of fereign made cetten cleth foeurfeld,
This enceuraged the ewners of the mill te purchase additienal land areund
the ceurse of the river and the shere of the lake, Nevertheless, presperity
remained as elusive as ever, The cempetitiem eof mills in Rhede Island and
Cenmecticut was tee great., Yarn was even sent eut te the farms in the
adjacent ceumtryside, where the wemen weve it inte cleth,., Yet even this
failed te make the undertaking prefitable te the mill®s wwners.

Bradferd and Daniel H, Mewland, Jr., seld the plant im April 1822 te
Enech Wiswall of Watertewn and Samuel Allem of Brimfidld for $6,500. The
name of the company was alse changed te the simpler Westport Manufactur-
ing Cempany, The fellewimg year, 1823, Samuel Allen purchased his partner®s
share ef the business,

About 1826, fire destrofyed the red woeden mill building. Mr, Allen
in 1828 built the south half ef the present structure of stenme frem the
ledge just east ef Linceln Park em Reute 6, While the new building was
being censtructed, the property was seld te anether Allen, Richard ef
Westpert, foer $15,000, Within the ensuing decade ewnership changed hands
several times, The depressed state of the ecenemy after 1337 adversely
affected the mill®s affairs and during the forties severaml, varied
enterprises were undertaken inthe factery, each with little success.

Fimally en May 13, 1354, Geerge W. and K1lijah R, Lewis beught the
mill preperty frem Gideen Allen for $8,000, in eight annual installmentse
The Lewis brethers, them in their early twenties, had eperated the Hagle
Mill at Bagleville, Tivertem, They remted this mill, which was in need
of majer repairs, Deciding te purchase a mill ef their ewn, the brethers
appreached Gideen Allen whe was prebakly ready te see his hithertefere
neme tee successfull preperty, The Lewis brethers alse purchased the
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William Retch preperty frem Anthemy Gifferd, The mills at this lecatien
have been called the LwerLewer Mill, the Seuth Mill, the Star Mill, and

new Meyt Mamufacturing Cempany, Under the Lewis ewnership this was knewn as
Mill Ne. 2, built in 1872 and epened the fellewing year, The mill build-

ing upstream en Reute 6 was knewn as Midl Ne, 1. This building was en-
larged in 1869 with the additien of the nertern part of the duilding

beyend the tewer, This expansien illustrated the success of the Lewis
undertaking.

The Westpert Manufacturing Cempany eperated between 1354 and 1933,
Prier te 1916 4t was essemtially a three man enterprise: the Lewis
prethers and their half brether, William B, Trafferd, and later their
sems, After 1916 it was incerperated and its steck mere widely dis~
tributed withim the family circlee

The cempany did met weave cetten cleth, rather it manufactured yard
and twine frem cettem waste carted in frem New Bedferd and PFall River
mills, It preduced varieus grades ef twine, ranging frem that used in
dry and wet meps, te cetten twine frem braidimg werk, caulking ships*®
hulls, amd avariety ef ether uses,

Transpertatien was previded by cempany ewmed teams and herses.
I erder te reduce the time it teek te travel te Pall River, the Cempany
teek an active part in the building ef a sherter read (Route 6)o In the
early 18908°%s it supplied laber, teams, dump caris, steme and gravel te
build this new read acress the swamps.

The cempany empleyed abeut 150 werkers, mestly of PFremch-Camadian -
erigin, Westpert Factery was a mempany village largely self=sufficienty
thanks te the cempany farm, The company éperated a stere fer the village
and alsessupplied ceal te the inhabitants, as well as leasing and event~
ually sellimg abeut 30 cempany heuses.

Changing deman, mew preducts and greater cempetitien gradually brought
abeut the decline of the cempany's fertunes, During the Depressien of
the early thirties the cempany went ihte receivership., It ceased epera-
tions and filedfor Bankruptcy im 1938, this ending an era in the histery
of manufacturing activity en the Westpert River,
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Westport Public Liirary Asseciatien a duly erganired corpocatioen, of
Westport, bristel Ceunty, Mags,, for consideration paid gra ts te Westp rt
His. Sec., Inc, a duly erganized corperation, of West., having & mailing
address at P.0O, Box 31T, West.m Mass, with QUIT CLATM COVENANIS 1IN TRUST
NEVERTHRLESS, upen the term hecrainafter set ferth,

the land with all improvements thereen situaie at the dast
éranch el the Head of Westpsri River, new called the Aceaxet River,
in said West,, beunded and described s Mliow: )

-

n the nerth by lend new or formerly of widow Mary Richmend;
en the west and gouth by land formerly of the heirs of Abner F.. "/
Gifferd; and en the east by the Tewn Landing; containinly i
fifteen (15) rods, mere or less,

Being the same premises cenveyed te the pestpert Mublic Libk-
rary Asso», by dded of Alber C., Kirby dated Few, 2i, 1910,

The terms of the trust hercin established pre:

1) The nse of the preperty shall be for antiquariar and/er
histerical purpeses.

2) The building situated en suid premises shall ke kemt in repair
and may hereafter ke renevated or restured in keeping with the present
architectural lines ef the building, but the west addition te the Puilding
may be remeved if so desired,

3) The belfry ghall be kept intact and the bell shall ke replaced
when necessary. The present belfry is a restoration apd all repair s shall
- conferm to the present architecture and dimppsiang,

4) 2 flagpele and® weather vane, saltewle for the building shall be
maintained,

5) The Westpart Public Library Ass, is autherized te élacc a placque
en the building, at its cenverience, designating the na: es of the builling
and to cemmerate the present gift from the granter te the grantee.

6)Sheuld the West, lis Sec, Inc, at any time find that it is unable
or unwilling te maintain this preperty in sccerdance with the terms hereef,
then said preperty shall be transferred witheut charge te another histerical
er antequarian seciety which will sccept and msittain the property E6r
histerical er entequarian purpeses, and in making such a transfer said Sec,
sahll leek first te ather secieties within the Teown of West, and theraflier
outside the Town vntil ene iz found,

IN WITNESS WMPREOR the Westport Public Library Ass. has caused its corper-
ale seal to be affixed herete and there presents to be signed, acknewleged and
delivered in its name and behalf By Wvelyn G, L., Tripp, its Pres. and Leslie J.
Tripp, its Ireasurer this 21st day aof Sept, 1972, !

W, R. White




Richard Paull Sept. 18,1949

Mr, Leslie J. Tripp
Drift Read,
Westpert, Mass.

This merming T examined t he deeds ef the scheel heuse let, In 1845
Abner P, Gifford entered into an agreement with the inhabitants ef Scheel
Dis Ne, 14, The old scheeol stoed in frent ef Gifford's preperty te the seuth.
The Scheel Dis. was about te build a new building and Gifferd agreed te "let
them have " a let betwef the eld sbheel heuse and land ef the Widew Richmond
upon certain cenditiens, ene of them being that the Vist sheuld erect a geod
poard fenge 63 feet in height with geed substantiéal stene pests en the west
and south of siad let. In 1848 the widewn ef Abner P, Girzhrd and ene Jemathan
P. Gii*ord quitclaimed te the Scheel Dis the let "where the scheel heuse and
eutbuildings new stand."

In the absence of any éther descriptien ef the let I believe the rew of
stone pests must new be acfepted as a boundary.

The deed which I saw from Rese Barbeza te Wm, M. Murphy cevered the land
te the nerth but did net appear te include land te the west of the scheel
heuse let, If yeu discuss with Mr. Murphy the pessiblity ef purchasing a
strip aleng the westb&undarv of the scheel heuse let yeu might ask whether
he has received any ddeds ether than the ene from Rese Barbeza,

The name by which the Corperatien shall be knewn is
Westport Public Library Ass.
Y The @orporation is censtituted for the purpese of
establishing and mairtainint libraries; for encouraging athletic exercises;
by taking up and preseciting any antiquarian histerical literary scientific,
artistic or musical purpese er work; for establishing er maintaining places
for reading reoms, libraries and secial meetings.

We hereby waiwe all requrements ef the statutes of Mass for netice of the
first meeting fer erganizatien, and appeint the 13th day @.)Ci%. 19@9 at

7 P.M. at Alumni Hall, West, Mass as the time and place of helding said férst
meeting.

In Witness Whereef, we have hereunte set eur hands this 13th day ef Oct. in the
year 1989

Bdward W Burt  Stephen R. Tripp Blmer J. Sissen Lydia C, Tripp Susie X,
Lawten Emily F, Sissen Lettie G, Burt
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Parts taken frem "The Histery of Bristel Ceunty”

P, 195 Dartmeuth

The larger pertion ef the early settlers were Friends, and we find them
recegnized as a religious body in the tewn as ear ly as 1683, Their first meét-
ing house was built in 1699, and was lecated upen the spot new eccupied by them
at Appeneganseit, lheir influence as a sect can be plainly seen and felt even
new, and much of the high-toned merality, generous and practical philanthrepy,
and pure-minded Christianity which have blessed and develenes eur people is
wwing te their religious teachings. ‘

Next te the Priends in numbersand influence steood the ®aptists. John “eoke,
whese name we meet with en the first and on nearly every page of the early
recors of the town as a deputy and a selectman, {illing varieus effices of trust
and honor, was a Baptist minister for many years, But this same town efficial,
Oct, 29, 1670, wa s fined ten shillings "fer breaking the Sabbath by unneces-
sary traveling thereen.™ If the record ef the dase had been preserved it weuld
habe appeared, we think, that Hlder John LCeoke was net a Sabbath-breaker, but
traveling upen his circuit as a Baptist prekacher,

P 197 It was further agreed at the said Town Meeting the 29th May 1685 that fer
the repairing eof the highways the village of “enset shall extend se far as

Peleg slecums and penagansett village fromthence te Hezekiah Smiths and that
Cokset village shall pepare the redways frem the westermest sid ef this tewnship
to the east sid of Necachak river and penagansett frem thence inte the east sid
of the next swamp te the east eof the next swamp which is abeut the midway bwt-
ween the mill and Cflushnet and acushnet village te repare from thence te the east
side of this tewnship, it is further ordered at the tewn metting the 29th May
1685 that wereas it doth appear that indian Rebben living at Sacenet did kill

a wolf some time this last year within the tewnship ef Dar. that he shall have
six shillings paid unte him eut ef thé weim tewn rate by the constable at some
convenient time after the making of this years's rate and that any iddian or
indians that shall kill any welves er bares hereafter within this tewnship and
bring the heads of said welf or bare to the denstaBbe shall have six shillings
paid unte him er them fer etch welf er bare se killed, Alse roflered that the
English shall have teen shillings fer the killing of a worlf er a kare within
this tewnship paid out ef the town rate by the constable,

P 199 Slavery Dec. 24, 1735 July 9 1770 Whereas %1nathan Samnsen of Dart, in the
Ceunty ef Bristel, & Provinceé of the Mass Bay in New Eng, Blacksmith didy on the
Bighth Day of Nev, A.D. 1269, at public auction purchase, buy and become peossessed
of a negro man slave name Venter aged about forty five years a$ may appear by a
Bill of Sale of said negre, given te the said Elnathan Sampsen, by Jeb Willims
8+ Debuty Sheriff, in siad County ef ®¥ristet whe was then taken and seld by
virtue of a Writ of Execution wherein ene Daniel Bussell was creditor and ene
Jeremiah Child debtor, as the proper Estate of the said Jermaih Childs, before
dhe said sale-- and the said Elnathan Sampsen did afterwards cenvey een half ef
the said negro te John Chaffee of said Dar-- Spermacett Manufacturer—-

These are therefere te certify whomseever it may cencern, that be the said
Blnathan Sampsen & John Chaffeefor and in censideratien of the sum of twenty
one pounds-~ six shills & five pence, lawfull meneyef s’ Province te us in hand
paid by the said negre man Venture, the receipt whereof we haereby acknewledge,
have acquitted & renounced all Right, Title or Interest, whatever in and te said
negre, & de hereby set him at full liberty to act his ewn will frem the rate
hereef ferever, In whereef we have hereunte set eur hand and seal this
178422 day ef January--- Daniel Shepherd was agreed with te be one tewn scheel
mas¥er for the year fellewing and te have 18 lbs, and his did fer his his
service fer the year,
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History of bristel County cen't,

Chap, XVII P.200
War of the Revelutien

First Action of the Town-- The Tenw-Meeting of 1774-- The Resolves-- Patrietic
Women-- They Kesolve to Yiscontinue the Use of Teaw-Interesting Incident--
Revelutionary Seldiers-- Extracts fpem Town “ecords,

Dartmeuth was in ne repect behind her sister towns eof kass in devotion and
sacrefice to the cause o' liberty, She contributed freely in men and money, and
although we find in the military annals of the peried ne names of distictien
belonging te the town, yet we knew that her people were thereughly in sympathy
with the Revelution. On the nineteenth day of Sept. 176&, Walter “peoner was
appointed by the town te represent it in Faneuil Hall, ®esten, teo censider
what wise and prudent measures sheuld be adopted to prevent the distress and
misery which were likely te come apen them by reason of the number of regular
troeps to be quartered in Mass, In 1774 a town-meeting was called "te take inte
the mest mature and serious cemsideration the melanchely and distressing situa=-
tien ef public affairs eof this province, and te adopt and pursue all those
ratienal and justifiable metheds which, by the blessings of heaven attending
our endeavers, will have the geeatest tendency to remove from us and eur fellow-
sufferers thes treubles we feel and fear under the present frowns ef the ®ri-
tish administration,"

The town-meeting was held july 18, 1774, Hoh, Walter Spooner, ®enj, Akin, Hsq,,
William Yavis, Wililiam Tallman, Maj, Sbenezer Willis, Jireh Willis, ®eth Pope,
Seth Hathawgy, and Hannaniah Cernish were appointed a committee to prepare and
draw up what they should deem most preper as expressing the sense of the meeting,
and report of these gentlemen was accepted, 1t was voted, "That we are grieved
at being negessitated to act a part which at first view appears unfriendly with
respect to eur manufacturing brethren and friends ti Great ®ritian and Ireland;
but we trust we shall readily be excused by them when they consider that this
part of our cenduct is whelly designed, and in eur judgment wi¥1ll have the greate
est tendency ef anyting in eur pewer, te save both them and us frem bondage and
slavery for upen mature eonsideration we judge the several late uncenstitutienmal
acts of the “ritish Parliment have a direct tendency te destrop the harmony
which has subsisted ameng all the British sub jects, and te entirely abolish the
Bnglish “enstitutien and form ef government; and therefore, as the mest probable
means te prevent these destructive purpeses, we unite with eur American brethren,
and

"REsolve, That we will nte purchase any geods manufactured in “reat Britain
and Ireland which shall be imperted from thence after this day; that we will net
purchase any English geeds 6f any hawker or peddler; that we wi 11 net purchase
any foreign teas whatever; that we will net expert any flax-seed te any foreign
market; that we de acquiesce in the fiature and necessity of raising eur pre-
pertion ef money te pay the Congress and te raise the same by subscription, and
that these resolves do remain in force seo leng as the present grievous acts of
the British Parliament remain unrepealed,"

At thés meeting a committee of correspondence was chesen to act with other come
mittees in Americ, #nd alse a reselve was passed advancing "the town's propertion
of the money te pay the committee of Congreas ,"
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Revolutien Cont,

In the county congress, held a t AfuTaunten, the same year, "te devise and
act en such measures as the exigencies of the times require,"™ the tewn was ably
and patrietically represented,

Not the men alene, but the wemen of Dar. fully entered inte the reselutiens
of non-interceurse with Great Britain. They had their League Seciety, which
was mere exactieng in the observance of its principles than the tadies' Leasgue
Ass, ef the present day., In Jan,, 1774, fifty-seven ladies of Bedford village
had a meeting at which they entered inte an agreement net te use any mere India
tea; and having heard that a gentleman there had lately bought seme, they re-
quested he weuld immediately return it. *his request he complied with, whereupen
the ladgées treated hidm with a glass ef "this ceuntry wine" and dismissed him,
highly pleased with his exemplary cenduct. ® number of gentlemen present gave
him three cheers in apprebatien of his nekble behavier,

This eccurred six menths prier te the actien eof the tewn-meeting, and doubfw
less centributed much in ferming the public sentiment ef the tewn,

REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS -~

The fellewing list ef seldiers, etc, is taken from Daniel Ricketsen®s ex~
cellent "Histery ef New Bedferd,”™ published in 1858, These lists were furnished
Mr, Ricketsen by Themas Kempten.

The fellewing is" ™a muster-reoll ef the cempany under the command ef Capt,
Themas Kempten, in Cel. Danielsen's regiment, te the &st of Aug. 1775"

Themas Kempten, “aptain; Amasa Seper, lst liett, Jehn Chadwic, 2nd Lieut,
John Swift, Geerge Brownell, Thmas West, John Sullings, sergeéants, James Spooner
Robert Crosman, Blijah Allen, Paul Weston, Cer, Obed Cushman, fifter; Simeen
Puller drummer etc, ameunting to 58 all frem Dart But for 3 exceptions. The
time for énlistments was in the menth of May 1775, The time of service, with
a few exceptions, was 3 me, the shertest, 1 mo, and 12 days, Their headquarters
was Roxbury; the allewance, 1 penny per mile for travel; greatest distance eof
travel, 69 mi. least, 57 The amount captains received for this campaign was
18 1bs 10s 1id; 1st liet, 12 16 4 These ameunts paid after deducting what had
been charged for supplies.  —----

Capt. Kempton was a descendant from Manasseh Kempten, ene of the early preo-~
prietors of Dart,, and hhe father of Themas Kempten, Previously te this peried
(1775) Capt. Kempten had been master of a whaling-vessel from this pert, and a
large portion of these whe enlisted in his cempany hacd been his sailers., “apt,
Kempten had previously received a commission as ensign eof the militia feem
Gov, Hutchinsen, bearing date May 13, 1773. Subsequent to his cemmand of the
Dart Ce at Rexbury, he hecééved the commissien ef lieut, cel., but owing te a
failure of health he left service at the evacuatien ef Besten by the ®ristish
treeps. He was born April 20, 1748, and died Jan, 27, 1886, in his 66th year,
Of the twe ether cempanies from Dart, that jesmned the Rev, army, ene was cem-
manded by Capt, Bgery, of Fairhaven, and the ether by Capt., Benj, Dillingham,
ef Acushnet:

Benj. Abel (Indian) 1775 Benj, Obadiah (Indian) 1779
Prince Almey (African) 1781 Pempey Peckham (African 1780=1)
Selemen Dick (African ) 1782 Peter Pen (I, didn ) 17830-1)

Bbenezer Primas (African) 1781
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Militia =- FPFrov 1664 until 1787, a period of ene hundred and twenty-three
years, the lecal militia of that section eof country new Westport formed a part
of the military flerces of Dar,, which ferces were, in 1667, by the colonial
Court erdered te submit te the erders of Serge, James Shaw and Arthur Hatherway,
who by the autherity of the said court were appeinted teo exercise the men in
arms in the twon of Dar, About six years later, viz., March 4, 1673, John °mith
was appeinted and cemmitciened lientenant commandant of all the lecal militia
of Dar,, and conswquently of these residing within the limits of what subse-
quently ef these residing within the limits ef what subsequently became West-
port, Lieut Smith's suberdinate officer was Jaceb Mitchell, whe was commiss-
iened engign-bearer,

It is extremely difficult, and in some cases impossible, to learn who were
the military leaders, the wIrain Band Captains" of the lecal militia of the
different town, as very meagre records of these app@q¢ in the public archives in
the office of the Secretary of State in Beston, and these are particularly
deficient for the cantury commencing at the date when the colenies of Mass. ®ay
in New Bdgland and that ef New Blymouth, now called Old Colony, were united,
Indeed it was net until the adeption of a State Constitution, near the clese of
the war of the Am, Rev,, that erder came out of confusion, system and care suc-
ceeded iregularity and neglect, and he military history ef each town can be
definitely and easily traced in the of ficers of the Secretary of State and
Adjutant-General in Beston.

While the Prench and Indian war was progressing, 7achéus Tobey and Ebenezer
Willis werc captains ef Par, militia, Capt, Tobey was promoted to major of the
Second Regiment in 1762, and Capt, Willis was promotesd to major of the same regi-
ment in er about 1771, and discharged 8gpt.19, 1775,

As early as 1762, the milita of eld er original Yart, had become $0 numereus
as to be divided inte five companies, one of which doubless embraced the train
band and alarm list of whatis new Westpor, ‘he commissioned officers of these
companies at that date were asfollows:

Captains--Bbenezer Aiken, Job Almey, Bzekiel “ernell, ®enj, Sherman, and Hlk-
anah Winslew.

Lieutenants -- llenathan Winslew, James Wilkey, ¥m, Mix, ‘hemas Dennis, and
Benj, lerry.

Fnsigns--EBlkanah Tebey, Janes Richmend, Samuel Grownell, John sabcock, and
Jarius Clark,

Ninteen years later the militia of ancient Dart, had been increased to nine
companies, and that part of these forces in what subsequently became Westport
appeared under these eapiains officers, viz: Robert Barl, Capt; Sylvester “rown=
ell, Lieut, and Jehn Hix, ensigre

In July, 1788, “apt, Robert Rarl was promoted to major of the Second Keg. of the
Bristol County brigade, and Lieut. Sylvester srownell advanced to captain of
the Westporl company.

May 20, 1794, Capt. Sylvester srownell was promoted to major,

Barber, in his "Historical Collections," published in 1848, in speaking of
Westport, says,"This town, previous te its incorporation in 1787, was a part of
Darge There are two small villages in the tewn, one at the head of HEast River,
the other at West, Peint. The people are much divided in religious sentments,.
There are five meeting-houses: twe for Friends, two for Baptists, and ene for

f:tzzgxﬁzié ;?e:: :s alse a small seciety of Congregationalists, ‘he village
Bk Frankji or :ochacuck River is about eight miles from New Bedferd
Plans ro. ohtain:& :n tﬁl from Neﬂpart. Formerly considerable quantities a;
kg il s 1? is town, The whale fishery is new an impertant branch
o Ninatns gk whaling vessels now go out from Westport Peint, lhere i

n is town having 3072 spindles, which in 1837 consamed 30&,30;

pounds of cttem; 270,000
Epumds of gut : ; pounds of cetten yarn were mfg,, the vaule of which
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Cant. kenpteon

Lenj., Aiel {(Indian) 1775 (not)
Eenj. Adams 1775 M, .
Eleozer Allen

Llizah "

Josbu Austin 1776
Pavid bBalceck 1775
Benij, Baker 1778 M.M. 1779
Neah dall 1775

Jabez Lennel 1775
jos, ~ennet 1775 M.h. 177950
Lhomas ™ 1775

thowas berry 1775

Nalhan (2) Bradshaw 1775

vuea, brownell 1775

Prince ™ 1775

vamaliel bryani, ensign 1775
Jesse bush 1775

John Yhadwick ensign 1775
tolert Crosswan 1775

[aben Vaniel 1775 M, M.1778, 17R0
leni, Nillintham, “ant, 1776
Inhi lenhson 1775

ttepa jah Punham 1775 M,¥ 1775, 1780-81
Femi; Bllis 1775

lhomas lskredge 1775

Sineon Fuller 1775

Phinehas llanmond 1775

Noper Hammond 1775

Tayid llandy (not)

weo, Haskins 1775

Pavid lathaway

Jobn !lathaway

Lemuel Halhaway

Samuel Yewland

Ihomas Incrahamn

Flrathan jéenne

David Kenleth

Hobert Evowlten

Mavid Lewes

Ha .vhrey sacenber 1775

Louis Me Morawnville 1775

lsaac YNeble 1775

Kebert “elten, res, 1775

lar itmonth

[0
%:




Lenj. Uhasiah (Indian) vot

john Ormsfy 1775

Aver. tarker, Cant, (mot) 1778
Jompey teckham (African) 1760=51) nol
3ilas Perry 1775

Perer Yhillips 1775 deme 1778 1580
Perer Pon (Indian) 1780-b1 not
Lhenezer Primis (African) 1751 not
Peter Sands 1775

Naviel Shearman

John Li

Lenel £

John skiff fifer MoM 1779 1881
Blisha Swith 1776, 1780 M.M
Jomathan " 1776 M.M. 1780-81
John »olomon (Indian 1775 M.b.
Amasa “aper, liet. 1775

lien ju Speoner, drummer 1775

Janes LU

falin L)
Jeduthan “pooner
Simpson "

Jahn Sulliegs 1775

John Swiflt

Giles ‘lallman 1775 M M es.

Jes, *rafford

lstmal Iripn (lillimghams “o.) not

Samiel " i775

ihoma = v 3776 (Dillimpims Yo.) not
Lettice Washiurn 4 1775
Thouas it "
Thomwas west 1775 Mub 1778=80
Thomas Wwestcot " L T4
Henj. Weston i

l:"aul 1] (1]

tobert writhington 1775
prince Almey (Afrecan) 1731 (nol)
thomas Crander, Capl "

Goloman Nick (Africanl 1782 -
thoma: Bempton kiecut “ol 1776 "
Amos Simmons, Lisnt 1779 "

P, 6Y5 West., War of the Relellion list of wen,




From The Standard Times
Nov, 22, 1973

WESTPORT®S MACOMBER IS CASE IN POINT
NOTHTNG ORDINARY ABOUT TURNIPS
By Margaret A, Chagig

Turnips is turnips, right? Wrong.

There are Macombers and ¥ristol Whites and rutapagas and Swedes and
Russians, And there are white turnips and yellow turnips. And there
are turnips with smamth, yellow-green leaves and turnips with serrated,
blue-green leaves, And there are turnips what are pointed and turnips
with light tops and turnips with dark tops. And there are turnips
that are grown the world over and turnips that are grown in Westport
and Dartmouth,

The saga of the Macomber turnips, the one that grows in Westport
and Dartmouth so well, began when Adin and Elihu Macomber returned te
Westport from the Exhibition of 1876 in Philadelphia,

Trains were new then and they probably took the leng trip te Philly
by rail, but no one really remembers. The trip back was slow and ted-
ious, But they had a prize...Fxhibition turnips seed,

The seeds were dumped inte Westport®s accommodating soil and clung
on for dear life, As the season turned and they sapped their life from
dirt and water, they spread theis great, long central reot down deep
into the heart soil of the Main Road farm.

Adin and Elihu were proud of their turnips and nurtured them, devel-
oping a rutabaga that became popular from Beston to Providence, The
vepetable, known as a Macomber turnip, wasn't tankard shapedé- bigger
at the top than at the bottom-- and unlike its more sqat, fat counter-
parts that adorned the rest of the nation's market places.

The Macombers were careful to perpetuate their own turnip seed each
year, Being of prudent New England stock, they sold the seed ongy to
several neighboring farms--- friends of the family, you understand---
who alsoe nurtured their own seed.

But as surely as the nigh follows the day, turnips begat turnips and
by the 1930%s practidally every dairy farm seuth of Route 6 grew mac-
comber turnips fer a cash crop as well as potatoes,

The potatoes went inte the ground in April and were harvested in
July, If you got your turnips in right away yeu could get a good crop
for late summer early fall,

But, like a pedigreed cat turned fleese in the alley, byf the late
1940s the turnips were looking less and less like the originals, Bh,
they were called Macomber turnips alright, but there were only three
or four farms in Westport that were producing real Macomber trunips,
"The rest of "em was crossbredds,”



This bastardization of the breed upset two fellows at the Waltham
Field Statien and the Bristol County agricultural extension and they
began methodically to rejuvenate the original 1800 Macomber turnip,
in support of the farmers who knew a sweet, mild turnip when they
tasted one,

Finally they had it back -- the good, old Macomber turnip,

Only one problem: the market was floeded with things called Mac-
omber turnips that really were't, except for the few se "real" Mac-
ombers from the Westport farms.

Obviously they could®t call their superier, sweet, mild Macomber
turnip a Macomber turnip. o they named it a Bristol White,

But with steadfast Yankee traditien, the Westport farmers weren't
changing others chese to peddle a crossbreed by the same name...
anyone who wanted a real Macomber knew where to look fer it,

Teday, Mrs, C, Arneld Gifford, wheo still lives on the Main Road
farm where the first Macomber turnip seed went into the ground, recalls
fondly the stories her¢ father used to tell of her great uncles Adin
and Blihu, the only twe of four Macomber brothers who stayed in Westport,

She has only a hazy memory of the stories because "as a child I
never paid much attention when my dad was talking about the old days
when my his father went out West to the Gold Rush and his brothers
farmed here,"

Her memories of Adin and Elihu include some early photographs of
them with a group of other men, all dressed in jackets and hats, at a
clambake on the beach, and a funny little bottle of Macomber turnip
seed that will never grown anything but older now,

The ture Macomber tunip gets harder to find year by year but they
are still available and Bristo White turnips are the same thing with a
new heme .,

The prices for turnips this year are as varied as their colors ands
shapes., A quick survey of area markets shews that folks are paying as
much as 25 cents a pound. But you can still get the best for less if yow
go to the source ; Macomber turnips in Westport are selling for 10 cents

a pound this week,

If you want the sweet taste and mild odor of a real Macomber turnip,
don®t go to the Market and ask for one. Look for it.

Because the Macomber turnip is really a rutabaga, it has smoeth, blue-
green leaves and a light colered top and always tankard or heard shaped,
The "other ™ turnips have pale yellow-green leaves with serrated edges,

are generally dark on top and are approximately round,

A Magomber turnip is really a rutagaga, which is really a Swede (which
is short for a Swedish turnip, which is also known as a Russian turnip),
whiich is not te be oonfused with a Bristol White turnip. Se now you hnow...

os o Ybkessm if ciyrse
soeosUnless, of course, you still believe that turnips is turnips.



Early Sléoeps and Whalers of Westpert Point

1770 The Vren Calet Iripp

1775 Sleap Uniom  Thomas Case, bdaster
1307 Bark llere L. Paddeck, Master
1216 Sloop Aurora

1816 Stoep Traveller

1816 Sleop Adventure

1816 Brig lndugtry

1620  Bark Schooner “elly and Eliza, later coaster; capsized, crew saved
1624 Siseop Westport, Capt, Antheny Cery

1530 Brig bdexice

1830 Brig Almy

1830 Brig Thomas Winslew {lest)

1837 Brig Elizabetn, Capt, Gideon Sewle

1839 Ship Hydaspe, Capt, Hathaway (pessibly ef N, D,)

1849 Bark ‘lheenhilus Chace (lest finally)

1849 Bark “arclay



pate first given

on Old Papers

i o et

Aug. 6
Aug.

, 1829
6, 1829
tay 29, 1830
May 29, 1830
Apg, 6, 1829
May 29, 1830
Aug., 6. 1829
may 29, 1830
Felr, 15, 1832
Aug, 6, 1829
Mar, 10, 1832
Mar. 19, 1833
Mar, 10, 1832
Yeb, 15, 1332
Feb, 4, 1835
May 9, 1836
febh, 22, 1842

July 23, 1830
July 23, 1830
Sept, 29, 1830
June 2, 1831
June 2, 1831
July 8, 1431
Nev. &, 1832
Feb, 22, 1833
June 20, 1832
Mar, 23, 1833
mar, 19, 1833
Mar. 17, 1834
Mar ., 1634
Fely, 2, 1836
May 9, 1836
reb, 22, 1842
Apr, 8, 1846
June 14, 1832
feb, 16, 1833
Mar, 12, 1836
var, 5, 1836
Sept. 28, 1838
ADE o 1?, IBﬂO

v
June 1, 1346
June 1, 1846

GOct, 15, L#do

LTCANSE

Mame of VYessel

Sleop

Fame

Sloap Pame

Schr.
schr,
Sleen
Sehr.
3loon
Sehr,
Sleap
Sleep
2lvap
Sleen
Slaop
S5leap
Sleop
“ehr .
Slmep

LICT
Sloap

Slaap
Schr,

Calumbia
Cnlumbia
ﬁame
“olumbia
l*':ame
“olumbia
Am, ¥,
Fame
Leader
Charles
Leader

A ML P
A.MlPo
Columbia
‘\ . | @ i -

NgES Apove 20 T

Fame
Fame
Columbia

Schr. Calumbia

Smack
Slaeon
Schr .
Sloap
Sdeep
Sleep
Sleep
Sfeap
Sloan
Sleep
Schr.
2 loop
Slaep
Pmacl
Sloap
S5leep
Sleoap
“leop
Sleep
Sleep
51a0p
“1gep

Sloap

Sjpep Franklin
Fane
“olumbia
AMy Poa
Fame
Leacler
Char les
l.eader
A.M, P,
AM, P
“plumbia
AN, Pa
Alice
Sleap Sea Flowe
Smack Teason
Blackfish
wapelineleazen
Caroline
Hornet
Hornet
Dercas
Dorcas

ENAULLMENT

Senator

LLate Master Present Master

P

Allin dripp == Gideen Vavis, Jr.
Gideon DPavis, Jr. -- Allin Tripp
Silas Kirby -- Isaac Sowle
Peleg . Peckham --lsaac Sowie
parden iffacd -- Allin *ripp
isasc Sewle Janathan Mayhew
Allin Tripp == Christepher Yifford
Peleg W, Yeckham -Jenathan Mayhew
Peleg W, Peckham - Jjerimiah Drightaan
Christopher Gifford - “1lin 4ripp
L, Rebinsen I. “owie
Humphrey Gifferd - Jenathan Yayhew
i, Kobinsen 1, “ewle
#. P.Peckham jeremh brightman
‘homas ". saybew-Jeremh “rightman
lhomas ., Mayhew - P, Kirby
Peleg . Peckham -Jeremh brightman

IR

Uideen Davis, Jra
~=-Allin Leipp

Allin *ripp
Gideon lavis, Jr. _
$ilas Kirby Isaac “ewle
Peleg W, Peckham Isaac Sowle
“Edwd, B, Hazard-Seabury 2, Gifferd
Al1lin Tripp Christapher Gifford
Peleg #, Peckbam- Jonathan Mayhew
Peleg W, Peckham- Jeremiah Prightman
Chris, Gifferd --Allin Tripp
E, Rabinsen 1. Sewle
Humphrey Gifferd-Jerathan Mayhew
i, d4ebinsan Isaac Sowle
P, Peckham Jerimiah brightman
Themas W. Mayhew ~Jeryh Prightman
Themas “, Mayhew-Perry Kirby
peleg W. Peck-am -J. Prightman
Camuel “rightman
r --Uhom, #. Hayhew=‘rnold Seabury
navid H, Gifferd-jehn Macomber
11i jah Abel “ewle
John Macember  “ntheny Uifford
GGiles Vifford Israel Sewle
Giles uifford vennet Wilber
Sennet "ilber “estcem brightman
Apthony Gifford
dptheny Vifford -Harney Wing

Barnay wWing Humphrey A, Gifford



VESSELS Qvir 20

Pate first given

an Old Papers Namve of Vessel

Feb/ 22, 1842 Slaap A,b, P,
Feb, 24, 1842 Sleep A.M, P,
Apr, 27, 1842 sleon Alice
Schr Pentiac
reb, 22, 1542 Sleap A M,p,
May 27, 1834 Slewp Alice

Feb, 22, 1842
May 27, 1834
May 27, 1834

oleap A M. P,
Sleap Alice

Slewn Alice

LICENSE

I'ONS

lLale Master Pragsent Master

- a————

Jermh Brightman H., manchester
Them, W. Mayhew-llermh “rightman
Samd Brighiman-Allin Tripp
Andrew Hicks  Ueerge Vifford
Thom, W, Mayhew- Jermh drightman
Alidn fripp - Saml brightman
Thom, v, Mayhew- Jermh Prightman
Saml Yrightuman
Saml Lrightman-Seabury Gifford
William Watkins- “aml Brightman

veb/ 22, 1842 Slsop A, M, P. Jermh Brightman-Heycolas Manchester

Heb, 27, 1843 Sleop A, M, P, Them} W, Mayhew= IHermh Brightman

Apr, 27, 1843 Slecp Alice Saml, Brightman- Allin {ripp

July 11, 1843 Sehr, Yentiac AncBwe Hicks Gew, Gifford

“ar, 1, 1844 Slaep AM, P, Them, #. Mayhew =Jermh Yrightman

Anc. 27, 1843 Sleop Alice Allin Tripp Saml Brightman

Feb. 20, 1845 Sleep A, M. P, Thom, W. Mayhew « Jermh Yrightman

Apr, 16, 1845 Sleon Alice Hmml Brightman

Apr. 16, 1845 Sleep Alice “aml brightman-Seabury Gifford

Apr, 8, 1846 Sleep Alice Wi, “atkins Saml Yrightman
5loap Senator Humphrey Uiffard



Naue Tons Master
#a jah, bark 250 Yjsher
Sea Green,bark 261 Marshall

Goy,“arver bark 180 Ives

Harbinger,bark 262 Cornell

Eliz., bark 270 Sowle
Geo, & Mary,bark-165

Janel, bark 194 Ricketson
United States,bark 217 Hicks
Sacramente,bark 218 Sgwle
Bavclay,bark 185 Tedpp
Mexice, brig 130 Collins

Greyheunrs, bark 240

Ny Franklin, bark 171 Russell
Catherweod, tark 199  Oliver
“latina, bark 266 Allen
Leonicdas, brig 128
tiattapeisett,bark 150 Smith
Champion, bark 209  Gardner
President, bark 180

Sea Pex, bark 246 Comery
Selen, bark 129

T, "indlew, bark 136 Blake
Mermaid, bark 330 ilowes
“urera, bark 351 Marshall
Keaka, Bark 250 Grinnell
Yate Cory, brig 132 Tripp

Agent

Henry Wilcex
Andrew Hixks
Henry Wilcnx

Alex.H,Cary

Andrew liicks

Manchester-Restconb

Macomber
Henry Wilcex
dndrew Hicks
Mex, H,Cory

Alex.H.CnrY
Henry Wilgex

Henry wilcax
Jalh Davis

il sohnrch
Andrew Hicks
C.A.Church
Henry Wilcex

Andrew Hicks
Andrew Hicks
Andrew ilicks
Hewnry Smith

John flicks
Andrew Hicks
Apdrew iicks
C.A.Church
A, He Cory

Sailed

/11 /1851
10/5/ 1851

(1850 )

12/4 /1851

(1847)
12/1/1851
7/17/1852

6/22/1852
6/18/1852
11/11/1852

7/22/1852

1/8/1853

(1850)
1/31/1853
(1831)

(1849)

6/16/1853

8/29/1833
10/6/1853

In pert
(1550)

11/10/1853

11/15/1853
11/29/1853
11/28/1853

Sailed in 1350

(In part)
12/2/1853
B/6/1855
11/10/1856
9/9/1857
12/9/1858

Round

N, Pacific
Pacific

Atlantic LiIndian

Pacilic
Aglantic

Atlantic
Atlantic

Atlantic &Indian

Undian
At lantic

Atlantic
In pert

Atlantic
Atlantic
Indian Ycean

Atlantic

Pacfic

Pacific
Pacific

Atlantic
Facific
Pacific
Atlantic
Atlantic



Early Slesps and Whalers ef Westpart Peint and their Masters

Brightman, Jerimiah, Sleep A.M.P,, 1832, 1833, 1834, 1835, 1836, 1842, 1843
1844, 1845

Brightman, Restcem, Sleep Harnet, 12840

Brightman, Samuel, Sleep Alice, 1834, 1842, 1843, 1845, 1846
Cage, Themas, Sleap Unien, 1775

Cery, Antheny, Capt., “lesp Westpert, 1824

Davis, Jr., Gidesn, Sleep Fame, 1829, 133@

Gifferd, “ntheny, Slesp Teazen, 1836
Sleep Dercas, 1846

Gifferd, Christepher, Sleep Pame, 1829, 1831, 1832
Gifferd, DPavid H,, Sleep Smack Teasen, 1833

Gifferd, Glies, Sieep Carelime, 1838
S1esp Hernet, 1840

Gifferd, Geerge, Schesner Pentiac, 1843

Gifferd, Husiphrey, Sleep Charles, 1833, 1846

Gififerd, Parden, Slesp Fame, 1829

Gifferd, Sesbury, Smack Sleep Fran'tlin, 1831, 1834, 1845

(?) Hammend, Eli jah, Sleep Blackfish, 1836

Hathaway, Capt.,, Ship Hydaspe (p;ssibly of N,B,) 1839
Hazard, Edward E,, Smack Sleep Franklim, (en er befere) 1831
Hicks, Andrew, Scheener Pentiac, 1382, 1343

Kirby, Parry, Scheener Celumbia, 1836

Kirby, Silas, Scheener Columﬁia, 1830

Macember, Jehin, Sleep Teazen, 1836

Manchester, Hercelas, Sleap A M.,P., 1842

Mayhew, Jenathan, Scheener Celumbia, 1830, 1832, 1833
Mayhew, Themas W,, Sleep A.M.P,, 1835, 1836, 1842, 1843, 1844, 1845,

Scheener Celumbia, 1836
Smack Slmep Sea Flower, 1832



Early Slesps and Whalers of Westport Paint and their Masters (U@ntinued)
Paddeck, L,, Bark Here, 1807

Peckham, Peleg W., Sleep A,M.P., 1832, 1833, 1834, 1342
Scheoner “eiumbia, 1830, 1831, 1832

Rebinsen, E., OSleap Leader, 1832, 1833, 1834
Seabury, Arnald, Smack Sleop Sea Flewer, 1832
Sewle, Abel, Sleep Blackfish, 1836

Sewle, Yjdeen, Brig Elizabeth, 1837

Sewle, I, Sleep Leader, 1832, 1833

Sewle, Isaac,, Scheener Celumbia, 1830, 1831
Sleep Leader, 1834

Sewle, Israel, Sleep Careline, 1838

Tripp, Allin, Slesp Fame, 1829, 1830, 1831, 1832
Sleep Blice, 1834, 1842, 1843

Y
Watkins, William Sleep Alice, 1864
Wilbar, Bennet, Slsep Hermet,K 1840

Wing, Barney, Sleep Dercas, 1846
Sleep Senater, 1846



Brirhtman, Jerimiah
Brightman, Hestoom

Srightman, “Lamuel
g '

'

Case, Lhomag
Pavis, Jr., Gideon
Liffard, “nthoeny

Gifferd, Christepher

Sewle, lisaac

Sowle, Igrael

Tripp, “llin  (brether of Pardon lpipp
1848 Denadal, Later latel Lot)

watking, william (father built Texters)
wilber, hennet

“ing, varney (Lived in Lafe “ifford's)

Gifferd, Pavid il. (Prewned abeut 1833 Leved where Healey's built,)

Gifferd, Ulies (Lived at Selle Washburns)

Giffard, Gearge

Gifferd, Humphrey (Lived at Al Piercé's)

Gifford, Parden

Gifford, Seabury

Hammond (?) Elijah (Lived nerth of ilewlands on lane)

Hathamay, “apt,

Hazard, Ldward b,

ilicks, Andrew {1799-1595)

Kirby, Perry

kirby, Silas
“acomber, John
Manchester, Hercelas

Mayhew, Jenathan

Mayhew, Themas b, YBuilt LeValley's lived in Depodale)

Paddeck, I'. er L.

Peckham, Peleg *, (Liguor license 1522, 1828 Owned share of Last wharf)

Asbinsen, Y. (Lived in leis Heonge)

Seabury, Arnold
Sowle, Abel
Sewle, Yideon

Loawle T



Mary Hix

Wm. White

Job Almy

Jehn Sewle

Isaac Cery

Ben jamin Davis
Gideon Davis
Joseph Gifferd
Isaac Cery

Thomas W. Mayhew
Perry R, Macember
Peleg W, Peckham
Stephen Hewland
Peckham ? Howland
Aline B, Gifferd
Canen Yifford
David M, Brewnell
Isaac Hewlamd

Ben jamimn B, Sissen
Frederick Prownell
William Brightman

John Milk

Liquer Licenses
1717-1732 Hix Bridge
1725-26
1768 Herseneck
1773 Westpert Foint?
1794-1807
1788-1806
1808
1788-1803 Hix Bridge
1828 1822
1828 1822
1828
1822
1828
1828
1828
1828
1822
1816-1822
1822
1816, 1822, 1828
1822

1822-1828



Gelpke

40 a, N, Wm, Barle's land
E., Stenn=n Sawle's preperty
S, 1iMﬁfo M, asaber
W, highway to peint
Gideen 1783 arrried Hamnah Macnmber dau ef Gabriel and Sarah ( anchester
Hicks 5 daughters Edith, Siathy, “ibbel, Ruth, Rheda som Parden
Gideen Sherman bought Asa Allen Place
Levy “herman Gideen Sherman heuse built 1796 (ar earlier) Sheemaker in a 1792 deed
Gidesn Y, 1805 ne will -- divided Levi Sherman place te Widew Hannah with 21a
2 stery house while 40 & jes. "ac. and “enstant Sissem frem ub, Div., 5 dau,
His sen Parden 12 a of weedland te east Gelpke part Rheda Sherman 1813 seld
hers fer $210 Jeb Tripp Yeoman of Eittle Compton and wife Patience 8 yrs
later 1822 Job te Brewnell Lripp $450 N. Abmer Wilcex
B, Jaceb Sewle
S, Bemj, Sewle
and Wm, Mac -~ and highway
1821 Bewnelllripp married Reuby “llen
Hewlard “avis 1828 360
10 a Mar, Mary Cery 1324
Deeded te Yilbert Tripp 1838
Ne. Stephen Cormell
B, and S. Benj, Sewle and “imeen Mac
W. highway
Abner Wilmex (carpenter) 1822-1835
own 30 a N, ef the farm
Chiis Tripp well-knewn Blakcsmith
GilbertT., 1879 at 77 grave Beech “reve widew Phebe sold te Rheda Sewle
wife of Tillinghast #llen Sewle 1879
new farm in hrs. of new-living peeple
‘ary “lmy Sewle and sister her sister Flerence Braytsn Sewle
childheed en The Farm and went te the scheel acress the read (new ewned by D'Orlande)
1889 Rheda had kitchen ell built E.Side abeut the time Maay A,", Sewle was 10
Parden Tillinghas Sewle Mhodes eldest b, 1864 marcied Mary Davix sau, of -Wi
Walter S, and Mary D, extensive farm (er., Barl land) 1ge 2 stery hemestead
dewn lane of f Cernell -~ new Hugh Merten Mary Almy Wing Sewl and sister
Flerenc bern here Mether died Mary 22 mo Plerance 6 Me, Mary went te Art-
ingstalls (step Corn place) Flarence te The Farm,
When Rheda Sewle meved inte The Farm 2 child, Parden Tillinghas 1864
Marry 1866 Lydia 1874 they were 15, 13 and §
j917 Rheda inhereted her sister Hannah (Wing) Tripp®s heuse ~Peint
1881 Main new Mary A, W, Sewle) Hannah was Dart scheel teacher married
Parden Wing build 1873 Victerian heuse Lydia dentist N,B, Dr, Wm. Chase
Macy sell edl place $3,000 1917 dining reem added and perch
Amanda Peirce Macy inh, 1945

gravestones '"44 "44
1748 Hear Lyes 1748 Hear Lyes
Mary Macember Mary Mace

mber the wife ef
Jeseph Macem
30 unmarked ber Huem 28 ™



b P@e 572 s M&S}?
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4th Gen, Jeseph P, 1700 tanner married Mary Tripp Circa 1724
40 a, B, in 1730 Mary father Dbenezer Tripp heuse~carpenter
up the read frem this preperty
no, beund was en Jshn Allen's land
¢. baund en "Jaceb Seuls"
heuse 3/4 cape
8 chilcren
cemetery 2 legeble stenes
Josephn's wife Mary d, June 1748 _
secend wife Abigail Allen 1748/9 daul ef Benj,
Jeseph deeded te John Sissen 1751
1751/2 Jehr Sissens sen Censtant Sissan acembes-E
married Eliz, HiX
1784 Jehn d, Censtand deeded 1784 te Wm, Pavis Esq and
turned it ever t ¢ Gideen Sherman in 1784 ( mariner)
140 a, or mere in Macember family as ef 1909 swned by Charles F, Macember
56 preprieters ef Dar, includimg Wm. Mac. Jr. and twe women Mary Davis
and Bliz, Ricketsen 800 a, each
family cen with eur "Farm"
Wm, Macember 1638 Ceeoper b. 1610 En, 1670
came with brether Jehn (feumder of Taunten)
Wn. Jr. b. Marshfield 1640 Cesper
founder of the Westpert Macember
Thildren Eliz., Wm, 1674 Themas Abiel  Jehn Ephraim March
1673-1695
W, 3red b, 1674
50 a, en east side Marin R, 1697/8
1711 elder Wm, d sen Wm. 3rd (1674-1767)
and Bliz. 100 a, Ne, Cermell Rd. 3,700" teward breek en the way Paint,
Mathew, Jeseph Wm., Hanmah, BEliz, Sam, Sarah Timeth, Ruth, Margaret (1697-1719/20)

"Thc PRI m"
Cenfirmatery Deed: Wm. Bradferd, Jr. te Wm. Mac 1D
Wm, Mac, Sr. te Wm, Mac, Jr. 50 a, plus . 1
Wm, Mac (Mertgate te Belcher, Davenpert discharged !
Wm. Mac, te son Jes, Deed of gift 40a !
Wm. Mac and Jes, te Jehm “issen 40 R
(well) Jehn Sissen, yeeman te sen Canstant Sissen IS
(M. Eliz, Hix 1751/2 shemestead 1 live en 40a,
Caonstant “issen te Wm. Davis : .
Wm. Davis (m, Margaret Taber 1757) te gideen
Sherman (m, Hawnah Mac, 1783 I 7287

Gedien Sherman est, div, te Rheda Sherman
Rheda She man (m, Isaac Palmer 1814) te Jeb

Tripp ef L, Cemp, and wife Patience 10 a,
Jeb Tripp te Brewnell Tripp 10a
Brewnell Iripp ( amd Rhubey wife) te Heward Davis

(M. Mary Cery (18&4- 10 a.

Howard Davis te Gilbert Tripp (m, Phebe Manchester of Perts, ®,I, 1829)10a
Phebe Tripp, widew te Rheda Sewle, W. of Tillinghas
Rheda Sewla te Ur, Wm., Chase Macy
Pr. Wm, C, Macy Bst, te Amanda Macy Gelpke
Land s, of the Farm ewned (in turn)WmMac Timethey Mac., Wm, Mac. Simeen Mac.
Jes. Weed, Delane, Ceeper (div, Later) Manchester M.Apdruskiewiez (1976) rlq
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Material Copied from back of 1895 maps belinging to Janice Field
Wicks, Capt. Rodolphus, Westport --(Head)

Native of W. Falmouth, Born in 1847, The Capt, went to sea in 1862,
when he was only 15 years of age, and has followed it for 31l years,
and is still engaged in the whaling busines. Has been generally
very successful on his voyages,

Taylor, John C, , Central Village, Mass,

Native of Maine, born in 1832, Came to West. 1879 engaged in the
Canning business, He has held several town offices, taught school
in Maine and Mass,

Allen, Henry A. Westport

Son of Albert D. and Rachael (Gifford) Allen was borm in Westport
Oct, 30, 1846, He has always resided in his nativetown, and is en~-
gaged with his father to gemeral farming. Served as member of the
Auditing Com, from April 1881 to 1889; also on the Board of Assessors
from April 1882 to date.

Peleg S. Sanford Ceneral Farming Westport

sharrodk & Co. Hemd of Westport. Dealer in Dry Goods, Groceries,
Boots, Shoes, Paints, Oils, Varnishes, Window Glass, Crocker &l
P.B, Westport, Mass,

Howland, John W, West. Mass.

Native of West; born on July 125 1848, Educated at the public schools
and the Academy at Head of West. Mr., Howland was .raised a farmer,
and learned the carpentering trade and followed the same for about

7 years, after which he resumed the occupation of farming. He owns
and livee on his grandfather's and great grandfather's old homesteead,
which has been in the possession of the family since 1799, He also
ovmes his birth-place, which was his father's farm, The two places
include 108 acres, His home is pleasantly located, and gives a

fine view of the surrounding country,

Manchester, Abraham, Adamville R.I.

Generel Country Store, Lealer in Dry goods, boots, and shoes,

grain and groceries, harware, fertilizers, ete. Successor to Philip
Manchester & ®on, who succeeded Eben P, Church, who ceme to Adams-
ville, R.I.Ekrom Falrhaven, Mass. 'to this place in 1812, and built
the store now occupied by Mr. Manchester.

Russell, Charles, P.0. Wesat,

Is a native of Dart,, Masa. He moved to the Town of West., about

30 years ago. He built his present residence some 25 years ago.
Received his education im the common schools of Dart. Mr Russell

was raised a farmer, and has always followed that business, He now
ovms a Tine productive tract of 30 ac, in a high state of cuktivation
wiht his buildings in first-class condition,

4



Brownell, H.H. Westport Point

Is a native of Little Compton, R.I. He waw engaged in hhe grocery
business from the age of 16 until the year 1852, He then dold

out and went to Calif. where he remained for 5 years. Returmning to
the States in 1857, he again engaged in the grocery buginegs, con-
tinuing for some time., He then sold out and moved to Westport Point,
where he purchased a farm, and has since devoted his time to agricul=-
ture pursuits, He has been a member of the Board of Assesasors for
three years,

Davis, Zebedee E. Westport (North)

Born in West., Sept. 12, 1842. Was raised a farmer, and followed
farming until 17 years of age. He then learnmed Lthe butchering bus-
iness, and started for himself in 1863, which he followed extensively
up to 1879. He now devotes most of his time to gereral farming.

Mr. Davig was first married at the age of 28 to Abbie C, Lawton,

who died in 1877. In 1880 he was giwenagain married to his present
wife Almy A. Brownell.

Hicks, Isaac C, Westport (Main)

Was born in 1863, on his grandfather Barny Hicks' farm. His father,
Barney Hicks, Jr. died in 1892 at the ripe age of 81 years, The
Hicks family are descendants of teh Pilgrim fathers, Isaac C, Hicks
received his education im the public schools Has always followed
farming, and now owns a well-improved tract of 30 acres, in a high
state of cultivation, well-stocked and very productive.

Gottle, Melvin W, (No. West.)
Was born in Steep Brook, May 25, 1870 When 3 his parents moved to
North West. where he attended the public schools and the Davis Gram-
mar school in F,R; at 17 he engaged in the teaming business, which he
continued for 3 years., At the age of 20 he procured an auckionser's
license, and with trading in various ways he continued for one year,
when he decided to visit Kansas, Upon his return he purchased Lhe
stock and trade of Chars, H, Macomber's Grocery store, at No. West.
and succeeded Mr. Jacomber as Postmaster, and located at the Narrows
on the New State Highway, where he has built up a thriving business,
dealing in Grain, Groceries and General Mdse, At 23 he married Miss
Sarah Vaughn; erected a house adjoining his store, in 1893, where he
now resides, He 1s the son of Robert and Elizabeth Cottle, and
grandson of the late Gershorn Wordell, of No. Westport.

Gifford, Charles A, P.0. West, Mass (Head)

Conducts a General Store, imcluding dry goods, proceries, hardware,
boots and shoes, grain, hay, straw, and coal, Mr. Gifford is a nahive
of West., born, 1853, Has been in his present businessfor 8 years.

Tmippfﬂ&&grunﬂeT#f_dﬂanxmalJLLllagaTJMaa&T—v-%wood)



Tripp, Algren O, Central Village, Mass, (Wood )

Born in West., 1833, Educated in public schools; remained with his
parents on a farm until 15 years of sge, he then shipped and went to
dea on a whale-{ishing voyage, which he followed as a business for

20 yrs, In 1864 he gave up the sea and engaged in farming, which he
has since followed, making Dairying and the raising of Vegetables a
speclalty. In 1889 Mr, Tripp was chosen a member of the Boaré

of Selectmen, and continues to fill this position, He is alwo a member
of the Town Rapublican Com.; and ene of the Road Commissioners, as
well as a Member of the Board of Health,

Tripp, Albert E & Alfred C., Westport Point

They do business under the firm name of Tripp Bros, and carry on a
general store, -- Groceries, Feed, &ec. They organized in 1879 and
continue successfully to carry on the above business, They also keep
a livery, feed and sale stable, and are prepared, at all times, to
carry pasengers to all points on short notice, ''hey were both born
at Westport Poink, where they also received their education, in the
public sheools, Albert E,, for several years, followed lobster fish-
ing, &c. Alfred C, taught school for several years in his earlier
life, and also represented as a salesman, for 6 years, the firm of
Fairbanks & co, , of buffalo , NY, Has filled the office of Post-
master for 4 years, his brother Albert as assostamt/ Albert E, is
now a Justice of the Peace,

Note: Tripp Bros., Store & Telephone Off'ice 1898 map So. next South

Pierce, Curtis L., P.0. West, (Head)

Born in Westerly R.I. May 18, 1850, He was the only son of Aaron
Pierce of Rehoboth, Mass, and his mother was a native of N, Stoning-
ton, Conn,, her malden name was Emily Borwn, Mr. Curtis I. Pierce
received his education in Westerly and was ordained as a Minister in
the Christian Church May 31, 1873, Came to West. cOCt. 1874, and be-
came Paster of the First Christian Church, He is the 7th generation
from Michael Pierce who settled in Scituate, Mass, about 1630,

Wordell, Gilbert R., West., Mass,

A mative of West, where he was born, July 30, 1823, His parents moved
to Maine, when he was only 2 and remained until he was 12, Then re-
turned to F,R, where he worked in a cotton factory for 2 years, He
then came to West. where he worked on a farm, and afterwards to New
Bed, and learned the corpenter trade, which he followed in F.R. for
2 years, then engaged in bthe wood business for about 10 yesrs. And
in 1873 bought a farm and moved to Weat, where he has since been loc-
ated and engaged in General Farming, and working at his trade occas-
iondlly. MWMr. Wordell has been 4 times happily married, First, at the
age of 22, to Mis Rachel Wordell with whom he lived 10 years, Second,
to Mrs, Abby J. Brownell, with whom he also lived about 10 years,
Third, to Mra. Alice M, Alden, with whom he liveed 18; and in 1889
tp,,déss Hannah E, Tripp, his present wife,



Hicks, Jonathan B, West,., Mass,

Born in Dart., kn 1849 -- but removed with his parents when a chold to
West, -- where he received his education inthe public shcools in
that place, He remained with his parents on a farm uatil he arrived
at the age of fifteen, after which until he was nineteen years of
age, he was engaged in the grocery business; He then shipped on a
whaling vessel, and sailed for eight years, On his last voyage

he filled the office of scond mate of the bark "Gazett," Returned
to his home in 1880, He then engaged inthe grocery and teaming
business until Feb, 1892, when he formed a partnership-- under the
firm-name of Hicks & PotLer-- in the undertaking business, Mr. Hicks
iz a member of the Board of Overseers of the Poor,

Potter, Harry L. Westport, Mass (County kd.

Was born in Boston, Mass, Oct. 30th 1869, At the early age of five
years he was left alone by the death of his parents. An aunt in West,
gave him a home and protection--looking after his dducationk etc,

He was educated in the West, public schools, and had also bthe advant-
age of two years' study at the East Greenwich Academy, R.I. At the
age of 19 he contracted employment with J.B.Hicks, in the grocery
business, with whom he remained for about 4 years, He then formed a
co-partnership with Mr, Hicks--under the firm-name of Hicks & Potter
-- as undertakers; in which business they still continue, and have
the confidence and support of the public, Mr. Potter served as a
member of the Board of Assessors in 1893,

Bllen, Benj, W, S50. West, Masx:,

Now resides on the old homestead, where he was born in 1839 He rec-
eived his education in the public schools of his native town; where he
also learned the blacksmtih trade and Sollowed it as a business for

35 years, He then changed his bbusiness to a Grocery, Grain and Feed
Store, also owns and manages a farm of 60 ac. Mr, Allen is a member of
Noquochoke Lodge, F & M. and Past Master of West. Grange.

Austin, James J. So. West, Mass,

Followed whale fishing for many years., First shipping in the 1854,
and Teturned in 1856, Began his second voyage in 1857 from F.R. re-
turning in 1859, again sailing in the "Elliott C. Cowder" from New
Bedford in 1860; from Lhis voyage he returned in 1865 as third mate,
He then tried his fortunes in the rmines of Calif, for 18 mo,, then
returned to Mass,., "and again tried the sea, shipping in the Bark
"Ganton" of New Bed., for a voyage lasting 45 mo. In 1892 he shippeé
as first mate on the "Varnum H, Hill" of New Bed. returning in 1893,
Mr. Aiston was born Jan, 5, 1838, at Mabtha's Vineyard. Iducated in
the public schools and Dukes Co, Academy, graduating 1854

Cottle, Robert H, No, Westpobt.

Was born May 28, 1834, in Freetown, Mass. Received his education at
the public schools in his native town. His father Robert was éngaged
in the lumbering and charcodd business, Robert H. has followed the
game business since he was 20 and is now extensively engaged in the
game line. His great-grandfather was captain of the first whaling
vessel that sailed cut of New Bed.,
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Crapo, Capt. Reuben W. County

Wias born in Dart. Mass. Sept. 10, 1829. Removed to West/, where

he received his education. He sailed on his firat voyage on a whal-
ing vessel at the age of 15 in 1844, After his third voyage hebe-
came magber in 1853, of the Bark "Camelia" of New Bed., Mass, He

has made in all 12 voyages, retiring in 1882, Capt. Crapo was mar-
ried in 1853 to Lucy A. Hicks, his wife accompaninghim on two differ-
ent voyages of 4% months each, He now lives retired on a farm,
pleasantly located on the oldest road in the county, having been an
Tndian trail from New Bedford to Newport.

Sanford, Peleg S, Nol Westport

Wasborn Nov. 10th 1842, Received his education at the public and high
gchools at Head of West, Was raised as a farmer. Remaining at home
until he was 21, he then went to Summerset, where he engaged in
farming and general work. He then engaged in the plaining-mill
business, and after 3 yrs. experience became foreman, and continued
in that tradefor 9 years. In 1872 he built himself a home in West,
Tn 1876 he retired from his business in 7.R, and again returning to
farming--and carpentering, He was elected assessor in 1877, Was
again elescted in 1880--- made chairman of the Board in 1383, His
present term will expire in 1897, Mr, S. has been Wood and Lumber
Surveyor since 1877; Auditor for 4 yrs, Land Surveyor, for 12 yrs.
and was appointed Justice of the Peace Feb., 1894 for a temm of 7 rs.
He married in June 1864 Mary A, Lawton--Daughter of David Lawton of
West ., Deceased July 4th 1878.

Sherman, Mrs. Annie E,

Has been schosen a member of the Sehool Committee L bya handsome ma j-
ority. She is the first woman celected by the town to serve in

that capacity.

Sowle, Capt. James M, Adamsville, R.I. (Westport Harbor)

Was born in West, Point, Mass. in 1825, He went to gea at the age

of 2, as a cabin boy, on the whaling vessel--bark "President." Con-
tinued following the whaling business, in different capacities, for
30 yrs,. making in all, 11 voyages; during 4 of which he was Capt. of
his vessel, The Capt's present home-- the site of West, harbor--

has been in the family name since 1756; but much improved by its
present owner, Capt. Sowle owns a fine hotel--locat®d on the beadh
an inviting hostelry to all pleasure-seekers; with first class acco,

Sowle, Andrew H, West. Point

Born in West, Point, Aug, 3lst 1843 Received his education in the
publie schools. Mr. Sowle went to Calif, in 1861, and engagzed in
mineing until 1865, when he returned to West, Point and engaged in
the Tubber business, in Bristol R.I. until aboub 1889, when he re-
turned to his native place,

Mr. Sowle was superintendent of construction of the road from
terminus of West. Point bridge, to the beach, during 1893, Was elect-
ed Selectman March 1894, for 3 yrs; also Road Commissioner, and a
member of the Board of Health,
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Gifford, Capt. Benj. Central Village

Born at West, Point in 1824, His father commanded a Packet from West-
Podnt to N.Y. and Albany for many years, Capt. B, accompanisd his
father on those trips at the early age of 7 rs, and it was then that
he acquired his knowledge and taste for navigation, and at the age of
15 he went to sea on a whaling expedition which he followed as a
business until his death, In the year 1853 he was married to Miss
Hannah A, Allen, who survives him, She was educated in the publie
schools in her native towm, slso at the Friendd' boarding School at
Prov. R.T. She now resides in her pleasant home in Uentral Village,

Reed, John M, North West.

Was born ir No. Dart. Mass,, in the year 1850, Was educabed in the
public sehool Lived in Dart, until 1868, then memoved to New Bed.
engaged in teaming. Then removeé to F.R, in the year 1870 and con-
timed in Contracting, Teaming and Blacksmithing until 1890, Was a
member of the Bosrd of Aldermen, of the City of F.R. in the years
1886 '87, '88 In the year, 189%, removed to No. West., and engaged
in the Tce business and can be found at the cottage by the lake.

Macomber, John A, 2d of West,  (Main)

Was born in that towm, Jan. 25, 1849, where he has since resided,
educated in public schools and at Friends' Boarding School, Prov. R.IL
He teught school for several years, was an Undertaker for 12 yrs., sefll-
ing out in 1892, Town Treasurer, 7 yrs, School Com, 15; Reg. of Vob-
ers, 11; Justice of the Peace, 9, Twustee of Public Library, 43

Town Clerk 19; the last 4 positions he holds at the present time. He
was elected to represent the Seventh Bristol Dis. in the Legislature
off 1894, and re-elected the following yearT. He is at present en-
gaged in Probate husiness.

Valentine, William Mrs. West. Polnt

This ie one of the most beautiful locations in West. Point. The house—-
a commanding structure stands back from the main street, on a very
large lawn, which, with its mulbtitue of floral embellisments, slopes
gracefully in both directions, reaching on oon gide to the river., The
building, from which a delightful view is obtained on all gides, is

one of the most elaborately constructed in the town, equal in all
respects to any modern city homie, The stables onthe premises are
thoroughly furnished and equipped, in the second story of which is a
spacious and well regulated bullierd room.,
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Notes from Myra Moshers notebook given to the Westport Historiecal Society

Aug. 14, 1950 F.,R, Hearld News !
Crosby, Mable B, 53 (now 79) hand-loomed rugs for 30 yra, § ¥
complted over 6,000 hother taught her Demonstrated at West., Fairs

used to spin her own wool from own sheep, Kbbm in her family for over

100 yrs, and hms another same age upstairs in the barn,

Hysband James E, Crosby repairs antinques.

house pre-rev on 63 a. plot house 300 yrs old (1950-300 makes 1650)

born on this farm mother 74 Mrs, Aberdeen Ball

2 ]

Pietures --
Head landing, Babtist church Coggeshall house Waite-Potbter Head Bridge

Egebtion of offices His, Soc, Porter, Thomas Pres, Guilmette, Artmr Vice
Wiest. seeks to restome 'Powder House!

Lawton, Allison 50th ammv, 1947
Tallman ’ Kate
Wood, Kent (Louise Margaret Kent) dau. Geo. L, Kent Cornell Rd
Milton (Sanford Rd,) make home on Sodom R.d
Lawton-Devoll (Clarence A, and Annie M, (sister is Mrs. Albert I. Davis)
Cook-Lawton Carrie R, dau, Isaac i, Lawton
Edward F., (Brownell Corner) Lida A, sister Brother Lester C.

Babcock, John S. and Emma L. (Reed) 1946 5Bth, Child, Esther Crapot Drift
Mrs, Nelson Pettey, Char, White
Janitor Point school 30 yrs.

King Louis A, Mra, Walter Seeley Wewbl His. Soc. Mar. 28th '66

Tripp, Wm. C. (Alice H, Davis of Vt,) Soth Wed.
1883
Wm. born in present residence, Groe, Meat bus., 50 yrs before retirdmng
Howland, Wm. W. Drift Oct. 21, 1939 Soth. married in present home by
Dr, J, B, Parris, House home of Mrs, (Fliz, H, Little) Howland son Wendell

Allen Arthur C. (Mrs, foom Eng,) Ded. 18, 1952 50th Main R, brides Parents
Rev. Go, H, Perry former pastor of %rd Chiis., Ch, Allen life-long
memer, He -farmer
Tripp, laasc 70 01d Bed, 50th Ann., married Aug, 1 1892 (1942 article)
she from Maine he farmer no. West.
Child, Mrs. John A, Smith So. W. Geo. S. Mycock Asa, Harold S,Freelove
Se Mty Leamnna Tripn and Isaac Jr, West, John H, Tripp F.R.

Lincold Park 1941 sold by Railway to Boston interests for $40,000

Date? Mr, Bordon to Gideon Gray P.0., he got 1t when (
Pagkard Hary S, Mrs, resigned
original P,0, at Macombers Corner (0ld Bed. and Sanford)
Believes Charles H, Mac. first No, W. postmaster
Successors in order were---
Cottle, Melvin moved it to Narrows
Reao, Arthur M,
Lavton, Albert, bhack to Sanford
Mrs, Packard back to Narrows
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Page 2

Same Infirmary Article that I have Aug. 26, 1956
Gammons, John G, Innkeeper Karliest available records--inmates ad-

mitted 1841 Bartest mention of travelers was 1866 from 1870-1880 i
i

nearly 500 travelers Tramps 40 each year,

Gifford, Camercn E. Div, Rd. So. West,
Whist at Ntman B, Hopkinson (1956) says house more than 265 about 1664
aon Stanley

Atticle sbout town in Standard Sept 30, '51 5000 population

Sisson, Richar, Waite-Potter, Wilgox, Daniel at David Whites farm

Indien cemstery 10 graves, Town Barn on Handy Hill once stbod in

Cent, Vil behind the town hall, Some of the earliest town meetings

may hnve been held in it, Point bridge out since march,

Waldo Shermens father (mo,West) remembers Whalers built and ) oated
from Head, Harry Howland helped dock one (85 in '61) "When I was a boy
the Mattapoisett, the Jeanettef and the Greyholdd, all whalers, docked here.

My father and I brought the Mattevoieett in with a full load of oil when
T was 12, The cargo sold at a bad loss and that was just about the end of
whaling."

Addition to the old high school in Ben, Vil, 1936

As a contrast, you can see one of the earliest town halls in West, by
going to Handys Hill and inspecting the town sheds, A one-story structure
with hand-pepgged beams, now built into the sheds, it once stood in Central
Village and voters met there, Later, it was moved behnd a newer two-atory
town hall there, This latter building is still in use, ss a vocational
training shop,

Head town handing one of six which provide $2,000 in revenue yearly.
There used to be cobbler, wheelwright, and blacksmith shops at the Head
landing, When they collaspsed or buhed down the town decided not to allow
further ildings.

Chief of Police Charles H, Dean made 89 arrest, dast year 34 to motoriet s,

investigate 1, 564 and view 98 auto acec, Don't worry about house breaks,
Did Yon Know?

Nogquochoke means "land et the fork" Acoaxet "the land on hhe other side
of the little aldn." It's been spelled Coxet, Coaxet, Acoakset, Acoaxet,
Conkset, Conksett and Acosksett, Hassanegh meant "hosse of gtone,"

Townapeople rowed out from Hoarsmeck in 1836 and capbured two whales,
F.R. and W, were st11l squabbling over the boundary line in 1894, Maas,
and R.I. relocated the State line in 1899,

The State has eyed Horseneck's 247 a, of bathing paradice lovingly for 15 yrs,

Drift R, was so named because early merchants used it to further trans-
port goods after landing on the river ghore, An early meaning of “"drift"
was "transport,"”

** Borden, Thomas %, 73 Aug. 9, 1866 No. West. Poastmester 27 yrs.
40 yrs ago erected building P.O variety store and his home
Wife Macie L. (Grinnell) Borden Ass, P.M,
Post master Genersl Frank H, Hitchcook made his appointment.
Doesn't know if ke was born in F.R, or West, with the line changes,
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P % Potter, Kenneth took over fathers undertaking business 1928

Pictures Horseneck (pines)

Palmer, Oscar Westport News Nov. 4 '75
Tax assessor 285 yrs,. from 1943
Regiatrar Voters 37 yrs.
father Franklin d, 1932 Mother Amanda 1983 (Franklin a journeyman carpenter
lived on Cornell Rd. orignally
1906 1,200 people in W, Wo earn more money Oscar repaired town vehicles
in back of his house, Farmer--inherited dairy famm from his father
Property orginally his grandfather purchased in 1851 from iy, Brownell

first West. Town Clerk,

Teachers retiring

Westport Library at Head Aug. 29 '49

School Dedicated May 1% , '67 Alice A Macomber

Pictrues == John Fish Point
Wnite~Potter House

Cottle, Capt Robert Rev. eoldier House built 1815 Reed Rd.
W. Service men Oct 14, 1919
ond Chibis Church  Dolmen Store

Fdward L. 1948 went to public schbol #9 Adamsfille khd, Hight Sehool
upper floor Town Ha,, Wife Ada 5. Buzzel Mar. 1906

Bell-- St. Johns '76 The bell had hung in St. Rose of Lima, on Horseneck
Beach The chureh distropgd 1938 hurricane

Alton Wood Davis son Leslie B, Davis Sanfor Rd. June 9, 1943

Edward 1. Macomber Publie Sehool #9 Ademsville Rd, High Sch. upper flbor
Town Hall Wife Ada S. Buzzel mar. 1006

Be Crippen. Clock Yollector Point and Florida (no dete)

Westport Grange Jan 6, '40 Charter member was Asa B. Allen 86 with Walter
A Brightman ded, 17 consecutive years

Westport Grange 50th birthday #181 4Almy M, Kittell 50 yrs. about Jan,l

189% a Cooperative Co. knovn as the Grange Union, was formed and a store

wes built near Handy's Cornmer and operated for several years. It vas managed

by Benj. W. Allen,

The Grange was ine, May 1893 It met in Union Hall, Cent, Vil., Later
the Grange bought a hall and enlarged it. It was occupied by them until
1925 when it was moved and inc, in the new hall now ovmed and occupied
by the Grange. This new hall was dedecated June 10, 1924 The orig. officers
~=== TI'rances H. Handy Sec.

Grange Feb 19, 1965

150 snnv. Paul Cuffee

Charlie Warfild? of Sodem Rd, splitting wood.



P 4 Grénngll, Adrianna (Bogardus) 91 wife of Frank D, KReed R, JanG,'4l
b, Fishkill N.Y., Oct 6 1850 West, 42 yoars dau, Geo, I, Tripp

Rev. Roy I, Durkee Pac, Union

Wood- Pilvie T, (Maxfield) 94 315 Sodom Widow Geo, E.B. Wood
b, Dart, in West, 83 yrs, four sons Ired, A, Milton E. Albert. C,
Carlton M. Dau, Lester B (Mary) Davis , Alston J,(Carrie) Potter

Ferrirra, Angelina R. (Antone F.) 81 B, in W, Nov. 20, 1859 Sent9' 40
Dau, of Leami & Loulse (Sabins) Tripp 5 dau, 3 sons Robert F. Pettey W,
gister Mre. S5, Fred, Petty W.

Boan Samuel A, (Nellie B,(Allen) Boan 76 Mar 24 '52
b. in W, dau Charles R. Carrie BE,(Sisson) Allen saon Alton A, sister
Bourrunne P, Smith
Tripp, Mary 1950 at 90 Mary Hartman Tripp born in a praire schooner near
Salt Lake City. dau. Geo & Adeline (Prmmie) Hartman came with Philander
Macomber(mother death) by chipper from Calif. was 11 came to W,
mar, Godfrey Tripp Sawdy Pond from 1880-193Y7

Lewisg-Sarah I, 82 widovm of Thomas L, b, West, dau Geo A, & Mary E,(Crapo) Hix
lived W, Factory 3 dau, Mrs. C. Chester Gifford W. Jang2dt4l

Lawton, Mre, Clarence A, 69th year Annie May(D8voll) Lawton old County
dau, Henry & Mame (Hawkell) Davoll

Davis, Susie R, 0ld County No. W. deu Zebedee E - Amy A (Brownell)
aister lMrs, C, Tred, Sanford W, Bro. Lester B & Stephen B, W. Fre'49

Pettey, Miss Nellie M, 72 So.,W, retired sch, teacher dau, Benj. T. &
Caroline A, (Lawton) P. brs, David L, Pettey SoW, Sept .30 146

July 31 '40 Macomber, Laura J, Taught Seho, W, husband Maecy C. Macomber
Dau’\E1i F, & Abbie B.(Davis) Tripp July Bl, '40

Browvm, Eliz, L. (Tripp) 85 b, W. sister G, Fred, Petty W, May22 '41

Greenwood, 67 Mellie A, 0ld County dﬂu.‘%lﬂary F, (Palner )TpipP Clifton L,
widow Geo. L. Greenwood sons Lecnel J, & Clifton 0, Greenwood

Davia, Augusta B, (Hart) Phelender R, Friends lleeting Rev, Raymond T. Matthe son
Brownell Helen M., W. Peiht from Ireland Albert T.
Mosher Annie T, N.,J., Widovm of Hiram A, Mosher

s 4
Lopes, Frank Mrs, ( ary (Smeaton) Lopes not b, in W, 862 014 County.
lived in W. 60 bro Wm. Smeaton W, July 24, '51

Sanford, Phrelia Mrs, 74 B. Wes, Sanuel T, & Susan (Borden)Sanford Dec,30 '46
Shorroch, Ann E, 01d County 78 wido Joseph M, Sharrock W.Postmaster

sister Geo, E, Swelly 4 bro, Albert A, John B, Sidney D, Orville M,
Harrigon Jogeph D, 1932 Dge, 17 140



Newbon Hesident Formerly Lived In MHearby Town
Decs 17, 1940 {no-ante-==gon et~ 1020}

e, Fllen Leland Leeaves lclotives in Vestport:funeral Tanorrow,

ups, Ellen . Leland of Newbton widow of Luther E. Leland of the
same eity, dled yesiterday in her 9%nd year after a Brief illneas.
She wns born in Vestport, larch 15, 1848, the second daughter
of “eleg Mill Cifford and Cayah Brown Tripp Gifford and spent
hor childhood on the farm now omed by her nephew, Charles G. Bab-
ecock of Gifford hoad, Westoort.

Her older sister, Caroline A, Gifford, married hev, Edwin G, Bab-
cock, a Civil War veteran, at thet time pastor of the Nethodist
Church of Westport Point, later pastor of the lethodist Clmrch of
Steop Frook, and with her lusbond spent the later years of her
life in Westport where she died in 1919.

Her brother, the late John B. Gifford was a well known educatar in
Massachusetts publie schools, serving as Superintendent of tchool in
mmpercus touns of the Jtate, He was one of bhe first to develop West
Bench of Horseneck as a residential center and his son, Normam B, Yif-
ford, is Prineipal of the Westport High School, while his daughter,
Joannn Gifford, i teacher in thw Watertown Hish Schools.

Hor sedond btrother, the late Charles A. Gifford, spent his life in
westport and had for years the prineipal gemeral store at the lead of
Westport. Ne held positions of twuet and influonce ond was one of
the leading fisures of his town, §His daughter the late Cladys Gdfford
Kirby, was prineipal of the Junlor High Sehool ab westport Factory and
the second daughter, Elizabeth R, Cifford, the only surviving nember
of his family, tecches in the public schools of Vestport.

Taught in Vestport

Mrs. Leland was educated in the schools and Acadeny of Westport,
and secured o position as teacher in them ot the age of 17, in order to
earn money necessary for a normal school educetion. In this wany she
was able to enter tihe Dridgewater State Noyman Sehool, now Teachers'
College, in 1869, end wae greduated in 1871, to be at once appointed a
teacher in the public aschoola of Newton, o position which she held until
her retirement in 1903, In 1875 ahe was merried to Luther E. Leland of
Hlewton, principal of the Hamilton Grammar Schocl, where she horself
tanght, Upon his death in 1895 she became acting principal,

Vacationed in Town

She remained strongly attached to her native town and spent most of
her Surmers with her father and mother on the farxm on Gifford koad.
Upon her mothor's death she spemt nll her vacations with her father,
and entered into the life of the town in many ways. uith hor sister
in 1893, and mainteined a Summer home there until it woas purchased by
her son in 1936, It wns destroyed in the murricane of 1938,

iy



Her son, Valdo Gifford Leland, of Washington, D.C. is Director of
the Ameriesn Couneil of Learned Societies ond member of sevoral
advisory comittees of the United Gtates Govermment. He was murried
in 1904 to Gertrude C. Dennis of Newton, snd since then they Lave made
their home in Washingbom, with long periods of residemce in Parls,

Ellen M, Lelond visited her son and @aughter-in-law in Washington on
mmerous occations, spending meny months there. She also spent the
Summey and Auturm of 1911 with them in Paris,

Mneral Tomorrow

In Westvort she was a member of the Pacific Uniom Clurch ot The
Head, tut tronsferred inm 1875 to the Lineoln Park Babptist Chareh
of West Newton, She always retnined n warm interest in the Pacific
Union Church, and as lote as 1939, when she spont severnl wecks with
her nevhew and nisce of Gofford Road, she attended services with much
regularity.

In opite of her ase she retained her physical faculties to a vemurk-
able desres end her mental Pfaculties were unimpaired to the end. She
was one of the last suxvivors in her genewation of the old stock, that
mmmmummmﬁmmmmmmwbuontm
Civil Viar,

Services will be held in the Lineoln Purk Daptist Chureh., West
Hewton, tomorrow afternoon, lev. Williom ¥, Blake with officiate and
barinl will be in the Lelond Family lot in Hewton Cemetery.




tHlorseneck PaBtures, ot Beach, Were Importunrt in 1802
Newspuper clipuving --not dated about 1938

A proposal to develon Horseneck Beach as a State recreatioal area is
now beforc: the Masa, Legislature, but back in 1802 the townspeople and
Logiskature were much more interssted in that section as cattle-grazing
grounda,

Harch 2 of that year the Leglslature passed an act making Horseneck
Tand all of the salt meadows adjoining” a common mesdewa and general
field, This meant that the various owners of the land at Horseneck could
let their cattle graze over the entire aren, eliminaiting the need for
fencing off individual properties,

Just as there is opposition today to development of lorseneck Beach by
the State, so was there opposition back in 1802 to making lorseneck and
the salt meadows a common field for cattle pgrazing, Some property ownera
wanted the status quo to remain, and claimed the pstitioners wanted the act
passed to save themsdlves "the expence of feneing their meadows." Opponents
of the act also fesared the petitioners intended to prohibit the feeding of
eattle on some areas of the peneral field during the Summer months,

Text of Petition

Following is ouaint wording of the petition presented by those in favor
of the net %o make Forseneck a common and general fleld:

“he petition of us the subseriters, proprietors and owners in the Horse-
neck so-called, and salt meadows adjoining, lmmbly shows that we are the
owners of the greatest part of saild Forseneck, as will appear by a plot of
the same wherein our rights are dezcribed, which consisis prineipally of
sand hills snd besek and a Tew cranberry bogs wheveon grow some pitch pines
and a few cther tushes and green friara and beach grass thut grows in
bunches and some eranterry vines, out in many places it is entirely barren,

v"Said Horseneck lies adjoining the seashowe on the south about 4 miles
distant, including 2 peninsule of land ealled Gooseberry beck which is
oontlgaous Ho saild Horsensck so that at low water vihere is a nurrow beaéh
or isthms that is bare and panssable cn o Gooseberry bMeck, yst a Tew
rods of fence will enclose or eeparate that from said Howseneck and at high
water the sald isthms is all overilowed with water and impassable,

"On the went saild Horseneck adjoins the harbor of Westport Hivers-- on
the north gide it adjoins said rivers and salt meadows, und is a very
erooked line which makes a distance of between 5 and 6 miles and sevenbth=-
eichts of thig side adjoins salt wmeadows, Opn the cast it adjoins the
water cnd o beach or lsthmia so nerrow that less thnen 20 rods of lence
will enclose all this tract of Horseneek (of about 10 or 11 miles circum=—
ference) and aull the salt meadows adjoining, which are very extensgie and
which meadows hove been very much damaged for many vears by horses, cattle
and gheep poing on from slad Horseaeck and feeding sald meadowa, 8o tihat
in =ome ploces one-half the grass on said meadows has been destroyed
veerly, and in many places considerably eaten up.

" And to Tence the weadows offi from Horseneck is a geat disstauce of
about 5 wiles and not only so bub very expeunsive and difficult Lo keep Ghe
fencc up, »nd what makes it more so is thot some of' the owners live O
and 10 miles distance off,



"And some seasons of the year people pass across said Horseneck to Goose-

berry Weck e-fowling and a-Tishing snd some of those peopke fregquently
tarry all night on said Horseneck, which necessltates them to the want of

fuel, ete. From which circumstances and taking into view that the profit

of feeding the whole of said Horseneck all the year fexclusive of what is
got by feeding sald meadows) is far less than the damage done on suid
meadows, ond even far less than the one-half of the expense of fencing
where the meadowsadjoin said Horsepeck,

"These considerations with others induce your petitioners to pray that
the snid Horsemeck and salt meadows adjoining mdght Le incorporated into
a common and peneral flefld end be under the same regulaticns and vested
with the same power end suthority that orbher proprietora of common and
general fields have in this Commonwenlth/

Signed Petition

Petitioners for the act were Williem Macomber, Darney Hicke, Arnclfl Wood,
Gideon Cornell, Wesson Kirby, Micah Dean, Iseae Cory, Chiistopher Cormell,
Humphrey Mecomber, George Allen, Klijah Gifford, Lbenezer Allen, William
Wilwex, Benjomin WilYdox ,3amnel Wilcox Jr, Humphrey Wilcox.

Also, Warren Gifford, Thomas Allen, Daniel Allen, Humphrey Howland,
Jonathen Peckham, Stephen Erownell, Samuel PBailey, wWilllom Sanford, Philip
Corey, Abraham Gifford, Lemiel Milk, William Wood, Philip Sisson, Henry
Sowle, Nathaniel Sowle and John Davis,

The memoriasl OUpposing the dggislation was sigued by Job, Christopher
and Thomas Almy, Richard Kirby end Gideon Cornell.

So far ag is known, the act never was propealed by lts provisions bave
not been enforced for mamy years, aa the aren was abandoned es catlle-
grazing ground end Horsencelr became & Sumer resort, Today the beach, not
the salt meadows and epsrse grass, make Horseneck important,
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‘ 75th
Taken frewm Seuvenir Pregram 7th Ammeversary
WESTPORT GRANGE Ne, 181, P ef H,
Central Yillage, Mass,
Friday Evening  Jam, 15th 1965 §:00 e8cleck

1890 1965
WESTPORT GRANGE HTISTORY

Westpert Grarce #181 P, of H, was erramized en January 6, 1890,
by Deputy Llbridge Cushmam ef Lakeville, Mass,

There were 36 charter members,

The members ef lartweuth Grange "162, which had been erganized twe
years earlier did a sreat deal el the preliminary werk and were mest
helpful in the early years eof the Grange, A warm and lasting friend-
ship still exists between there twe Granges,

Certez Allen was the first Master eof Lhe Westpert Grange. His dau=-
ghter, Agnes (later lirss Frank Slecum) was a charter member.

In 1891 a Ceeperative Cempany was fermed, knewn as the Granges Umien,
A stere was bult mear Handy®s Cerner ans was managed by Penjamin W,
Allen, 1t centinued feor several years finally being clesed,

Westpert Urange was incerperated in 1893, At first we leased Unien
flall, which was lecated en this same let, afterward buying it, and after
seme time emlarging it and installimg a heating sysime,

In celd weather when there was danger ef freezing, the beiler had te
be filled each meeting night., It required 14 pails of water which was
breught frem guite a distance, After the meeting the water had te be
drained sut making quite a chere fer the janiter,

Finally in 1923 a Mall Cemmittee censisting of Flderus Westen, Framk
A. Patter, fmasa B, Kemingten ant William W, Brightmam was appeinted
and the present hall was censtructed im 1924, being dedicate” Jume 10th
of that year wibh State Master Brnest H, Uilbert officiatimg. The hall
was cleared ef debt Dec. 11, 1964, when a hNertrage burnimg Ceremomny teek
place,

Several imprevements have beem made in t he intervemimg years. In jeint
ceaperatien with Friends Meeting a well was driven and waiter system in=
stalled, Medern palumbimg has since beem added and teilet facilites ime
preved,

Tareugh the interest and activity ef Milten %, “erden eur hall has
recently been re-decerated upstairs and dewn,

Westpert Juvenile Grange was erganized abeut 1930 under the spensere
ship ef this Suberdimate with Mattie 5, Dubeis as its Matren, It was
discentinued in 1944,

I
=Y
b )l Y \ L.f.“"‘

Rin



Westpert Grange has been preud e have during its 75 years several
ef its Masters serving as Sate Deputies, Mrs., Bmily Brightman, new a
member of New Bedferd, but leng time member eof Westpert, is new a
member of 1he Assrmb]y of Demeter. Brether Samuel T, Brightman, new
deceased, served 40 years in State CGrange werk, elected Master in 1933,

Fer a number of years Westpert Grange hald an Agricultural Fair im
September each year, a practice which has new been discentinued. West-
pert Girange has beern interested in and centributed te varieus civic
activities, A tree was planted in the Village Square after read cen-
structien demelished the eriginal., The eld vatering treugh with his~
teric and sentimental value, was rescured and restered frem Kirby's
carner, and erected in frent of the Gramge Hall,

Westpert Grange membership a$ present numbers 178 with an interested
and active nmoleus eof workers whe are dedicated te maintain a high
level eof Grange activities.

We are preud te recegnize that we have ene 60-vear member as eof May ,
1965, and déight 50-year members, twe of whem are henered tenight.

60 years
Geegge H, Hewland (as of May, 1965)

50 years
Abram J. Petter Janie B. Smith
D, Stuart Smith Jehn A, Smith
Carlten Y, Macember Ralph Macember
Gertrude Weed Ethel Reynelds



Bverett N, Ceggeshall, Westpert's
First Cep, Always Get His ™am
Fall River, Mass. Hearald News
Oct. 6, 1972

When Everett N, Ceggeshall ef Westpsrt became a pelice of-
ficer im the tewn, things weren't quite the same fer him as they
are for a roekie @@ the ferce teday.

lihen he was appeinted the tewn's first pelicemar by selectmen,
the year was 1914, And 58 years later, the 88 yr. ed Ceggeshall
still preudly wears his badge em his suspenders,

Sitting back en an eld ceuch in his heme at 129 Cress Read,
Coggeshall reminisced abeut his early years as a law enfercer,
when he peliced the tewn in a herse and buggy.

As far as crime was cencermed then,"it was mestly malicieus
stuff,” he recalled, "Tt was mething like teday, New, they steal
the heuse right frem under yeou,"

But the tewn's ®ldest policman (hey is reinstated each yvear by
selecmen) said he did net '"ge lesking fer the jeb, They had cen-
stables then, but ne pelice efficers. And they just went and
named me ,'" he said,

Copgzeshall recalled he did net begin te cenduct his duties in
an autemsbile until 1916, "I'd pelice the whele tewn befere we
even had a chiefl," he neted

He alse recalled the days when he werkdd under the jurisdictien
of the late Judge Edward B, Hanify. "I 2dadA't give a damm fer any-
ene, When I went after them, I get them, And 1 mever lest a case
in csurt," he beasted, "If I didn't have the evidence, I didn't
bring them im,"

An incident that stands eut ameng his many memeries was ene
that sccurred during the days ef rum-rumming.

Ne ene was suspicisus ef a small plane frem Canada that landed
in Westpert Harber and struck a buey in the river em takeeff and
was disabled the fellewing day,

But Eeggeshall discevered twe bushel bags ef whiskey abeard the
aircraft, Threugh a private telephene line te his effice, Ceggeshall
reperted his finding, and his effice in turm centacted federal agents,
whe made the arrest and seized the whiskey,

In additien te being the eldest peliceman in the Tewn ef Westpert
Ceggeshall speaks preudly ef being ene eof "the eldest werking plumb-
ers in the ceuntry,"

He has piled that trade since 1897 and still maintains a business
Wlhere was a time when as many as 26 men werked fer me," he said,

Ameng seme eof his mager plumbing centracts were the YMCA and
Bennett buildings in this city.

Besides his dual rele as psliceman and plumber, Ceggeshall alse
was active in the bettled gas business fer many years, directing
eperatiens ef the Fulite Gas Ce, of Lexingten,

This, tee, was anether first fer this "Jack-ef-all trades,”
since, he said, "my cempany was the first te put gas inte bettles%

He continues te previde marine gas fer beats,

Coggeshall characterizes himself teday as "just an eld hermit,"
His wife cdied 14 years age, and he has ne children, "I'm all alene
and dan't like it a hit," he admitted,

A member of the Westpert “iens Club fer 35 years, Ceggeshall still
tends te a vegetable garden in his backyard, "I ds all I can because
I hate te just sit areund," he said, "1 have te be active,"
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From Bird Logic and Other Verse by Mercy E. Baker
logned to me by Theresa Gifford

Privately Printed November 19556 Reynolds Primting, Inc,
New Bedford, Mass,

28 poems with only two about Westporter s

IN MEMORIAM
( Rev. C.C, Hall)

Fitting, the guiet raim should fall t oday

Upon the little group of these who keep

The fimal meeting -- that the skies should weep
Whose smile ke lived so, when from far away

He come® to the New Emgland churchyard gray,

Tan this small seashore towa to lie asleep
Between the graves, sere mouraful grasses creep;
The chill wiad sorrows, Is it March alway?
"Sunset aad evening star" -- why, them we kmow
At evenimg time shall come at least some ray;
Not always hamg the dreary clouds so low

About our pathway -- through the mist and raian
The light that shone so elear upoa his way
Shall reach our troubled faith, and make life plain,

FOR CAROLINE HOWLAND
(on her 92nd birthday)

Seeing today this life serene, that spans
Almost a centwwy of fulfilled yearsi =~
Remembering well its count of jo¥s and fears,
Finding mch goodness, as the past it scans,
While history that's blurred im modern men's
Brief thought already, this keem memory clears
Tovivid pictures touched with smiles or tears,
We cam but wonder whether God's own plans
Show mot em opemer scroll to such a mimd;
Viewing the whole of life's circumference

And guessimg at the pattern that's desigmed
To lead umanity through time and sense;

We look om this fair life with reverence;

And loving tears are mear our lids, we find,

GERIATRICS

The iafirmities of age

Put me in a rage,

Bad memory's the worst;

And fttis with that I'm curst.
More I might say, bat find
That it has slipped my mind,



(83
from: Mostly On Martha's Vineyard"

A Personal Recerd 1975
By Henry Beetle Hough

It was on a visit to the Island that my grandfather met Lydia
Winslow Anthony, who was te become my grandmother, Her home was in
Westport, some seven miles from New Bedford, in a regien of river,
marshes, and green fields, The “ntonys were Quakers who kept a
station on the Underground Railwoad from escaping slaves during the
Civil War, They were appapently well-to-dn, for T once saw a marriage
seftlement paper protecting the right ef her possessions in her own
name. Her supply of sheets, table linen, and seo on, all with the
initials L.W,H,, has worn through two more family generations and
still persists in plenty,

How guiet and unchanging and hew cemfortable in her principles
my grandmother was as she sat in a cormer of her dark; neat living
room on the secomd fleer at 95 Elm Street in New Bedford. Her "nic
things" whre different from these of Aunt Addie and Aumnt Ettie-- an
old grandfather céock, paintings by R, Swain Gifferd, an artist esteem-
ed at the time, whe was born on Naushon Island and was afried of my
grandfather's, an etching or tew by Dr. Leroy Milton Yalke, two enor-
mous blue~and -gilt Chinese vases with rippled rims, oriental rugs,
fine old mahogany things.

My grandmether dressed always im black, beceming te her age and
bulk. She was not at all fat, but it ceuldn't be denied that she was
"fleshy.”™ One of her shees was built up an inch or so higher than
the ether, but I never asked whj, She didn't walk a great deal, but
when she did walk she didn't limp,

o o e e o

My grandmether didd im 1914, and our family rode by autemebile
follewed by a moter hearse, a new thing then, not generally cemsidered
proper, over a lemg whaleback ef a road te the burying greund at West-

port, where she would lie with her Quaker ancestors, My father pointw
ed out to us the Anthony homestead, a clear-limed, stately house, and
I remembered that runaway slaves hhd beem sheltered there, On the way
home, as we passed the crest of the great hill, I lecked back at West-
port and them ahead at the smoking stacks of the cottom mills of New
Bedford.




"Mestly Om Martha's Vimeyard "™  continued

Daniel Ricketsen left a description of John Avery Parker:

"Among whese whe carried great weight onm change dém our community ...
he rese by his wwn industry and ability from a poor boy to one ef
our wealthiest merchants, PFew men pessessed more energy or enter-
prise tham he .., In person he was rather steut, and his count-
enance mild., His manmers were a little hasty fer dignrity, but bhere
was much of the eld-fashioned gentility about him whem meoat harassed
with business."

His mansien was built inm 1834 on what had been the farm of Eben-
ezer Willis, and therefere it wss enly twleve years in being when
Melville saw it in fts greatness, and perhpps seventy years when I
turned in at the gateway, leeking aleft at a massive portice, a
pediment supported by six Ionic celumms rising beldly, All this
graneur was f[lanked and cempleted by pillared wings at cither side.

] entered the bare and ravaged reoms, still grand in prepertion
and scope, from which the furnishings had been removed te make way
for the arrival of the wrecker, A great hall ram through the center
of the mamsien with am imposing staircase at the end, and beyeomnd that
another portice and erraces descending im erderly gracee

I remember toe little eof that imperted classic style of demes-
tic architecture but I can attest that what the Mercury reported
was ture: "Untenanted, with the process of disintegrateiom alweady
at work, its tow facades plastered with the bills of am agent, the
once magnificent estate awaits igneble demelition by dealers im
second hand materials.," 8o was te end "the finest adaptatien ef Greell
temple architecture te a dwelling ever created." This I dare believe
te be true, I at least saw the mansien whele, and there are net many
extent whel did,

Soon all wasgone except one demuded south wing made inte a heuse
for the chief of pédice ., Frenmting the hillsdde and the Common dev-
elepers put up a crowded succession eof dwdllings modern enought fer
the prespering new generation of the middle class,
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JUDGE & MRs. HuGH MoRrToN
OLD HOUSE FARM
5B CORNELL ROAD
WESTPORT, MASSACHUSETTS 02801

Information Re: property situated at above

address.

The 1sland in the River mentioned in the early
deeds and surveys is now known as Judy's Island;
and appears under that name on the charts.

When the change took place I do not know & for
whom it was named.,

It is iderifified on page 9, Vol 20, " 0Old
Darthmouth Historical Sketches " March 27,
1908 as " Contesawaocset”. In the early
records it is spelled also Contisewaxet &
Contesawaxet, It is part of the property
now known as " 0ld House Farm",
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Partmouth March ve: 3ist 1732 then we laid out ye: Homstad of John
Earl of Road Island containing two huadred and eight nine acres of land
with allowance for mean Land Scitunte lying and being on ye:

Fast sicde of ye: Westernmos:i fred of Toxet River am! bounded ag
followth beginning at a heap of stores on ye bank a houns of Thouas
Brightman's Homsted & From thence south west to yei middle of a little
islapd in ye river calle” by he: Indian “ontesawaocset then from ye heade
of stanes on ye: Bank as afore Sdi thence Fast forty Five dgs Nor one
hundrad and severty on2 Rod ta a stake & heap of stones on ye: West
side of ye: way a bounds of 3z brighmans homste % from thence South
Fourteen dgs. East sight fods to a heap of stones & from thence South
thirteen dgs & half West Miftean Rods © half o a Stake & from thepce
Spubh twlve dgs & kalf West fiftean Hods & Half to a sta¥s thense South
Saventean dgs Fast Fifty nine ftad to @ Stake thence Scuth twenty seven
fgs Fast Tast one hundred & forty ong Rod & half to @ Stake lhence Gouth
one dg Bast twently Forr fods T0 a Zluke by ve! brook then South sixteen
dgs & helf West ten rods to a rock e 2 corvgr & (rom thence Rest four
dgs % half South ninty two reds to e rogk in yes Frook & from thangs 2
Seauth three dgs West one hundred rods to a creat flat cock by ye: Salt
cater & 84 corse to yei River & {rom thence ounded by ye: Salt watzar &
Salt marsh meadow wntil it comes ta ye : heap of first mentioned the band
Bound westerdy on thomas Srightman Yonstec Harthwardly on y2i wal
Festeriy on Mixes Homsted % Southerly on yes Salt water & “ult Yarsh
Meadaw ye: sbout 54 Land is part of ve @ eight hunired acre Division
on ye: Night of ye: 3d: John Farl & was quatified Ly *brabham Tuckers
Homested % ye: lapd helenging teo it by those of ye Jomte chesen &g Ao
satd wark whese reuss sre undar Wriflen ye: above sd, aldn was formerly
1aid out By Lerjamin “rane surveyor Jeceased & his assistance & by then
qualified by “brahem [uckers Homsted as above Sd.

Bariah Gaddard
vathle Telano Comte.
Yenin tHamond
Recorded May: 15th 1732

A true edov of instrument as recorder in Bristol Caunty { &.T.)
Registry of Teeds in Pron. Records Vao ume 2 pages 135 ¥ 137

Lawrerce . vaton, Register
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Property Records Vol L.

m, FBarle Jr.
to
enry Brightman

my homestead lying

Nwly by land of Wm., Corey,
, SEly by land belonging

e which SEly line dequith
an island in the river
Contisewaxet and runneth

hat is marked N.E. until
ided land and is bounded

y by his undivided land.

karl's farm at Dart on

tern most acres.

stone at Wm, Brightman's
p of stones against the
ndians Contisewaxet

27TR

edge of the upland \sa
ne to Thomas Macomber 8

3 R 283 A,



William Earle Elder
William Barle
William Earle Junior
July 4, 1702 William BEarle Jr. to Henry Brightman

June 13, 1714 Surveyed Earl's farm

Vol.: 1s 339 A 113 R 283 A

Mar. 2nd. 1713/1714 Philip Tabor
to
John Earl
Mar. 17th, 1713/1714 (200 A laid out of 300)

Source deéd of #m. Barl 1713/1714

No Date Ralph Earl to son John Darl
Life Tenancy
169 2/3 Feb. 28 250 A in Datt to be taken up and laid
169 3/4 Mar. 10 out of the undivided land in Dart out
170 2/3 Jan. 28 of my right
Remainder

100 4 grandson Daniel Earl
100 A grandson John "
50 4 grandson Ben] o

Recorded May ye 15 17 32
Surveyed Homestead of John Earl

1774 1915

411 my homestead farm which my
father John Barl gave to me in

L i & ,Stc t
his last will snd testamen John Earl of Darthmouth

160 A o to %
Bnded Nely on bro Wm Earls land ¥illiam Davis
N by Henry Brightmans Land Lol

Wwly on acoxset River



Darthmouth March ye: 3i.st 173%2 +then we laid out yve: Homstad
of John Earl of Road Island containing two hundred and eight
nine acres of land with sllowance for mean Land Scituate lying
and being on ye:

BEast side of ye: Westernmost area of Coxet River and bounded as
followth bheginning at a heap of stones on ye bank a bound of Thomas
Brightman s Homsted & fromothérnce south west to ye: middle of a little
Island in ye river called by ye: Lndian Contesawaocset then from ye heape
of stones on ye: Bank as afore S5d: thence East forty five dgs Nor one
hundred and seventy one Rod to a stake & heap of stones on ye: VWest
side of ye: way a bounds of Sd Brightmans homsted & from thence south
fourtean dgs. Fast eight Rods to a heap of stones& from thence South
thirtean degs &whalf Bast fourtean Rods & half to a Stake & from thence
South twlve dgs & half West fiftean Rods & half to a stake thence oo\
seventean dgs East fifty nine Rod to a Stake thence .South twenty seven
dgs kast East one hundred & forty one Rod & half to a Stake Thence South
one dg Fast twenty four Rods to a Stake by ye: Brook then South sixteen
dgs &« half West ten rods to a rock for a corner & from thence West four
dgs & half South ninty two rods to a rock in ye: Brook & from thence
South three dgs West one hundred rods to a great flat rock by ye:Salt
water & sd corse to ye: River & from thence Bounded by ye: Salt_water &
Salt marsh meadow until it comes to ye : heap of first mentioned™iand
Bound westerly on Thomas Brightman Homsted Northwardly on ye: ws
Fasterly on Hixes Homsted & Southerly on ye: Salt Water & Salt Marsh
Meadow ye: about S4 Land is part of ye : eight hundred acre Division
on ye: Right of ye: Sd: John Earl & was qualified by Abraham Tuckers
Homsted & ye: land belonging to it by those of ye Comte chosen to do
said work Whose names are under Written ye: above sd. land was formerly
laid out by Benjamin Crane surveyor deceased & his assistance &: by them
qualified hy Abraham Tuckers Homsted as above 3d..

Beriah Goddsrd
Nathle Delano Comte
Fenjn Hamond

Recorded May: 15th 1732

A true copy of instrument as recorded in Bristol County ( S.D. )
Registry of Deeds in Prop, Records Volume @ pages 135 & 137,

Lawrence W, Caton, Register
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Sept., 20, 1974

Conversation with srcher Tripp:

The stagecoach from Hix Bridge to westport Point used a road no
longer in use but traces of which still remain., The road came out on
Wain Road a little south of where swartz's store and gasoline pumps
are, Then continued off south passing by the Davis Farm ( 0ld House Farm)
where it stopped to leave mail and parcels for the neighborhood; then
across easterly past the cemetery, past the house now owned by Qliff
Lwelly and out through that lane to Main Roadéhﬁum.

Court was held in the Southwest room on the first floor of the Davis
Farm ( 0ld House Farm ) and the house was a gathering place for the
neighborhood in the evenings, Steps were built into the line wall
between the Davis and Brightman places so that those coming from the
Adamsville direction would have easier acesss.

Mary Davis kept a small store, selling candy and tobacco etc., clay
pipes,%a penny apiece) and other small items,(Possibly some liquid
refresnment) _

Many people have told me that court was held in the parlor;( SW corner
roomy) and also 1 have heard many versions of the tale of Mary Davis
and the penny clay pipe.

, One version is that a neighbor for a joke, offered Mary Davis
an one hundred dollar bill asking for a clay pipe, Mary went out
of the room and came back and handed him the right change, $ 99.99
much to everyones surprise,

The other version is that a neighbor, who was not known forhis
honesty, did the same thing in an attempt to find out how much
money she kept in the house, This time everyone present was horrified
and warned her, " You better watch out Mary he will be back some
time to rob you."

Miss Mary A.W. Sowle and her sister Mrs. Florence Brayton Nichols
were born in the Northwest room at 0ld House Farm, Their mother
wag the granddaughter of Walter and Mary Davis, daughter of their
gon Dr, BEdward E, Davis, and was brought up at the farm by her
grandparents.,

7According to Mrs. Nichols, during her childhood various members of
the family lived together and worked the farm together, She spoke
of rememberéng her great-gramdmother ( Mary Davis) pulling up small
pasture cedars and trees of all kinds trying to keep the pastures
clear, 4 never ending occupation, AJM.Morton 3/11/1975

Sept 1468




Notes taken on telephone from Mary Hicks ﬁrown & her son, 9/20/1974

"he early records of this area in Westport( old House Farm) are
in Portrmouth R,l1. Town Hall, starting in 1639, The area is described
ag the"Vesternmost arm of The Coaxet or Coacksett River,"

After 1740 the Records are in Taunton .gdd after 1840 in New Bedford
following the seperation of Westport and Darthmouth.

Earle Family

Ralph Earle married Joanna =—-=—-- ‘ ( 4 children )

One son Ralph Karle married Dorcas Sprague, daughter of ----Sprague
who came over on the Ship Anne and was one of the original proprietors
of this land bought from Samequin ( Wassasoit ) & wamsutta. Sprague
gave the land to his daughter & her husband at the time of their
marriage. They had two sons, William & John, John died in May 1684
ﬁgEd TOs

Davis Familx

Phe Davis family came from Swanzey Wales to Swansea Mass, in 1664,
Then went to what is now Assonet, then settled in Westport in 1760,
In 1774 John BEarl conveyed by deed 160 acres. to William Davis,
( the oldest stone which is marked in the cemetery at 0ld House Farm is
that of William Davis, B, 1736 - D. 1797

Notes From Loulise Simmons Morton
New Bedford Marine Journal, April 21, 1797

Died at Westport on the 15th inst,
William Earle in the 88th year of

his life (age). 4 worthy, respectable
farmer, and with truth can be said to
have been an ' honest man, the noblest
work of God ",

Ten children of William and Mary(Lawton Earle

Lawton Earle April 2, 1741 Married Mary Palmer
John Earle Nov, 12, 1745 " Priscilla Hilliard
Twins Caleb Earle i W i " Elizabeth Brightman
: William Barle (son Paul Brownell) " Edith Brownell
Pardon Barle Unmarried
Stephen Barle Sept. 4, 1754 "1, Mary Hicks
2, Priscilla Hicks
Robert Earle " 1, Hannah Hicks

2, Elisabeth Putts

%



1792
From material loan to me by Pick Faull from records in Boston

A 1lift of the Polls & Eftates, Real & Perfonal of the feveral Propriators
and Inhabitants ok the Town of Westort.

243 dwelling houses
1 diftill houses
1 tan houfies
3 slaughter --houfes & other working houfes
2 ware houfes
5356 (1501 & 3856) Superficial feet of Wharf
1 (3 &%) grift-mills
3 (2% & %) saw-mills
275 (12 - 12 - 237) tons of Veffets & fmall Craft, of 5 T. burthen
& upwards, at Home & B Broad computing the fame according to
the rules eftabifhed by the Laws of the U,S, es,

p1

Wm. Almy

Thomas Cory 2 houses
Zaccheus Dyer 2 houses
Philip laber

Thomas Manchester

Wm, Brownell

Benj. Snell

Preserved Dyer

John Pammer %

Mary Barmer (widow) 2
Peris Richmond %
Pardon brownell & son
Constant “hurch
“ilvester brownell
John head

Oliver Hazard

Wm Records %

Nichalar Underwoocd 3
Geo. Brownell, sr.
Lovet Head

Joseph head

John Uyer

Jerothmeal White %
Cornelus White %
Elizah Gifford 8r., 2
Capt. Job Almy 1



P3

Fasich Taber
pPhilip eoonell
Sjlvenus #hite 2

Slaughter-houfes, K & other
working houfes 1

Peleg “rownell
Holder "hite
Stephen Kirby 2
Joshua *ripp
Ichabud Kirby
Jufters Kirby

Davia RufelY 2
Luther Kirby
Elihu Kirby 3
Jonathan Kirby L
Philip dripp
Perserved dripp
Ichabud Potter Jr.
John Potter
wefson Kirby
Benj, dripp
Anthony Tripp
Paniel Pevol
John Yevol
Samuel Devol
Geo Woor lr,
Wm, White
gals Lripp (widown) 3
Stokes lripp %

B 7

Bennet Cook

Jos. Yifford

Wm. Gifford (Sen?)

Wanton Case %

Moses Case §

Peleg Potter

Wm. Curby

Naniel Allen

Humprey Allen

Sarah Sowl Tona Sowl wicdow 2

Lemuel Sowl

Paul Cuffe 2 22 tons vessel small craft

Naniel “ripp 2 1 warehouse 2356 superficil
feet of wharf
12 tons small craft

Gideon Wate 1/3

Benj, Sowl

Benj. levoul

Tchabod Edy 2

Job “avis 3

John Davis 3

Henry “owl 1

Gideon lavis

Wesson Sowl

Israel Wood

Gideon “ornell

Janes Sowl 13

Benj. Davis

Ifaac Cory 13

Humphrey Macomber
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CONCERNING WESTPORT HARBOR, MASS,

BY BLIZABETH SOWLE JOHNSTON

Bhe Deeds mentioned with the list of dates are, 1 understood,
recorded in the Registry of Deeds in New Bedford with the exception
of the Dividion Deed (Feb. 1862) between Thomas lompkins and Philip
Grinnell in which Tompkins look the Beach, as he wanted the sea weed,
and Grinnell took the upland,

There was, at that time, no definite West line but my father, by
allowing Mre Bsther Pavis, our adjoining neighbor, with her son's con-
sent, to decide where she thought it should be, finally sueceeded in
placing it., Judge Morton, Dr, who was my father's lawyer at the time,
told him it was the wisest thing he had ever donw,

The first Deed we had was to the first Johm Palmer, in the PReign
of King George the Fourth,” I forget just the wording. When I seold
the Harbor Property to my Brother-in-law, “olomon Woodward, and te
Barl Perry Charlton, to settle my Father®s (James M, Sowle's) Estate,
I gave all the old Deeds to Mr, Woodward and when he sold his interest
to Mr. Charlton he passed them on to him, When the “harlton house, at
the "arbor, was burned I understood they were destroyed, "

John Palmer mentioned here was of the fifth generation, *revious
to that, the name was William Palmer for four Generations --the first
William arriving here with his Son William in the Ship Fortune in 1621,
and was followed two years later by his Wife, Prances in the Ship Anne,

The first John Palmer in his Will reserved the little Burial Plet
opposite where Macomber's Stable now stands, "for himself and family
and to His Yeirs and Assigns forever,"

My father had the tombstone made and placed there and built the
surrounding wall to protect it, He also cougtioned me to be sure it
was not included in any land sold, which 1 have done,

A list of Deeds with the Nates and the Palmer Genealogy as I
have it follows,
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DATES AND RECORDS OF DFEDS_

John Palmer owned lands in Little Compton and Westport,

John Palmer gave to his Son, John Palmer, ene half of all

his lands in Dart, or elsewhere and one half of all the
buildings,

:\
Sons of John Palmer-ferez and John Palmer, Jr,

Division Deed between John Palmer, Jr, and Perez Palmer,
both sons of John Palmer,

John Palmer sells to Dudley Palmer and Gideon Palmer
his Homestead Parm,

Dudley Palmer and Gideen Palmer leased their Farm to
their Pather, John Yalmer,

Isaac Palmer, son of Perez Palmer, sold land to Stephen
Simmons .,

Isaac Palmer deeds to Gideon Tompkins and Gideon Palmer

a certain tract of land, or beach, containing about seven
acres, bounded on the west by Benjamin Devel's land and
north by the waters of the Pond,

Christopher and Isaac Palmer to Philip Grinmell,
Sylvester Gifford te Philip Grinmnell,

Division Deed between Thomas Tompkins and Philip Grin=-
nell, Tompkins taking the beach and Grinnell the "upland,”

Philip Grinnell to James M, Sowle,

To Elizabeth !, Sowle, at Auction, te settle the wstate
of James M. Sowle,

Elizabeth F. Sowle to Solomon Woodward and Earle P, Chari-
ton,



_PALMFR GENFALOGY

———

Beginning with the Mayflower Pilgrims, John Alden and Pris-
cilla Mullen
Their Baugheer, Flizabeth Alden, married

Wm, Pabodie,
Their Son, Henry Head (2nd), married
Anna Paddock,

Their oldest Son, Johnathqn Head, was Lorn May 31st in Little
Compton, R,I,, and settled in lart, Mass,, where he was probably a
farmer, He was a soldier of the Revolution, served as a Private in
Capt, Wm. Hicks®s (Dart,) €ompany, Col, Pope's Regiment, marched
Dec. 7th, 1777, served sixteen days,

Johnathan Head married Ruth Little Oct. 21st 1760, in Little
Compton, born in that town Apr, 2, 1742, Daniel, third Son of John-
athan and Ruth (Little) Head, was born in Dart,, Mass., March 29,
1765, and lived in Little Compton where he was married Jan. l1st,
1787 to Hannah Davenport by Adam Simmons, "Justice", (Hannah Davenw
port was the oldest Child of Thomas & Deborah (Simmons) Davenport,)
Children of Daniel & Hannah (Davenport) Head:-

Lois 1787  Sarah 1789 Abel 1791
Peborah 1794 Ruth 1797 Lydia 1798
Betsy 1800 Hannah 1803

Lois, odest Paughter of Daniel & Hannah (Davenport) Head,
married Gideon Palmer (1806) Westport, Mass,



_GIDEON PALMER & PAMILY

HURRICANE
L81% (1815)

In the February, 1806 item where John Palmer sells to Dudley
& Gideon Palmer his "Homestead Far', Gédeon was the one who owned
the Harbor Property at the time of the 1815 Hurricane, He was
born in Westport, Oct, 4th, 1774, and married, in 1806, Lois Head
of Little Compton, born there April 9th, 1787. She was the oldest
Daughter of Daniel and Hannah Davenport Head, At the time of the
Hurricane Gideon and Lois (Head) Palmer had four children --

Betsy, born 1806. marrded Edward Jennings-"New lroy™ or Fall River,

Mass.
Deborah Ann, 1810, Philip Grinnell-Tiverton, R.T,
Gideon Jr,, 1812, " Priscilla Gifford- Pall River, Mass,
Cordelia, 1814, L Restcomb Brightman- Westport, Mass.

My Grandmother told me that on ¢he morning of the hurricane,
her Uncle Pudley Palmer (brother of Gideon) came to their house
and told her mother it was time for low tide but that the water
was higher than ever known before and urged her to leave the house,
He took the children and she collected as many necessary be-
longings as possible 4t such short notice and bollowed him, They
found shelter in the lee of a large rock not far from the house
and on higher land where they watted until the water had receded,
Gideon Palmer had some kind of a small vessel in which he
carried produce of certain kinds to the Islands (Cuttyhunk etc.)
and brought back sheep and geese which he sold to the Farmers. No
mention was made of him at this time which woulcd seem rather im-
possible unless he was on one of his short voyages. What became of
the vessel I have never heard but the Storehouse where he kept the
things he collected for his next tiip wasswept away with its contents
and his house was ruined,
After the Hurricane other children were born to Yideon and Lois
Jead %a;,er/
Head Palmer. They were-

Almira born 18l6-married-Manchester (Wm.G)

Thomas Davenport " 1818-Loat at sea

Lorinda " 182l-married-Nathan Wood-New Bed.Mass.

Harriet " 1823-married -Mr, Robertson Renfrew,
Scotland

George Seabury " 1825~ married in New Bedford

Julyann " 1827 = Died at the age of nine

All born in the t own of Westport, Mass,



A1l born in the town of Westport, Mass,

Hannah Phillips Head, sister of lois Head Palmer,
Pierce
married Johnsthan Pearce ( or Piweme) of Little Compton and they

were tmhe parents of Abel Head Pierce of Texas,
June 23, 1831, Gideon Palmer sold the Harbor Property to
Philip Grinnelll and moves to Fall River with his family,



_CAREIR OF A NEALTHY STOCKNAN
How A,H, Pierce, who died yesterday in lexas, made his money.
Kansas City, Mo., Dec. 26 (Special)

News was received here this morning of the death of A,H. Pierce,
the well known and wealthy stockman of Pierce, lex., best known as
"Shanghai" Pierce., It came in a despatch to his daughter, the wife of
Henry M, Withers, former prosecuting attorney of Jackson County,

Mys, Withers will go at once to Texas, The cause of death was Bright'S
disease, Mr. Pierce was a remarkable man in many respects, and had a
National repurtation among stockmen and f inanciers. In his youth he
received the sobriquet of "Shanghai," and it stuck to him through
life, He was a giant, physically and mentally. He possessed great
business energy, and accumulated a fortune variously estimated at

from $4,000,000 to $5,000,000,

1t was c ommonly said of him by stockmen and bankers in this city,
where he was particularly well known, that he never "flickered" on
his word, Mr, Pierce was born in Rhode Island sixty-six years ago.
He stood 6 feet 4 inches, and weighed 275 pounds, He was one of a
family of ten children, and at an early age was sent to live with an
uncle in Virginia, 7This relative was a ridgid Puritan of the old
school, and young Pierce chafed under the restraints put on him, At
the age of twelve he ran away from his uncle's home, and set out for
Texas, On leaving home he said he would not return until he had $100,
000, When the “ivil War broke out he merved the Confederacy, and at
its close he set about to make his work good, 1Two years later he
went back to "Rbody", as he called it and he had the money with him,
or at least the documents to show for it.

After the close of the war Mr, Pierce formed a connection with
the firm of Allen & Pools. He traversed Texas for three years as
the representative of the firm, buying droves of catile ahd sebdabg
them té Galveston, where they were shipped to New Yrieans, In 1869
this firm discontinued business. Mr, Pierce had an interest, and
drew out $100,000 as his share of the profits. In 1871 he went to
Kansas and embarked in business on a large scale, Three years of ex~
perience there convinced him that he was in the wrong place, and it
was only by exercising sound business judgment that he managed to
save himself from heavy loss, and returned to Texas,

His property in Texas consists largely of farming and grazing
lands and cattle, His estate covers six hundred thousand acres, and
much of it is in rice land, It embraces more than one whole county.
There are also many fine farms in the holdings. 1In addition he
owned thirty thousand head of cattle,



_EXPLANATORY

In the "Record of Deeds" no mention is made of the Deed from
Gideon Palmer to Philip Grinnell but speaks of it in the Hugricane
paper. Philip Grinnell bought back those pieces of land that had
previously been sold to Christopher and Isaac Palmer and Sylves=-
ter Gifford so he could control all that part of the Harbor. It says:-

June 23, 1831, Gideon Palmer sold the Harbor Property to
Philip Grinnell and moved to Fall River with his family.

There was a very old house standing somewhere near where Judge
Morton's house (now Mr, Mitchell®s) now stands, It was so old ne
one could remmmber who built or had lived in it. No one dared at the
time of the Hurricane to seek shelter there for fear it would blow
down but later on when Philip Grinnell decided to tear it down think-
ing it a menace to somebody's safety he found it was built int he
oldfashioned way, put together with wooden pins and the customary
safeguards of those times and almost impossible to tear apart,

The Remington house was said to have been built in 1815 and the
Harbor House in 1816, The original house was much smaller, as I
remember it, There is some doublt as to who built it but it would
seem reasonable to believe that with four children at the time of
the "Great Storm" and six more later on that if anyone needed a
house it was Gideon Palmer.

Philip Grinnell bought it however, and the-fikkiwubg following
year April 1st, 1832 married Deborah Ann, daughter of Gideon Palmer,
The Harbor House was their home and theif four children, Oliver,
Pheobe, Thomas and Philip were all born there,

At that time Jeptha Wilkie and his family lived in what was
later on sold to Hale Remington and from that time always called
"The Remington House", Jeptha Wilkie and Philip Grinnell were very
good friends and had many interesting experiences., One, in particue-
lar, told me by my grandfather, whéch I have always remembered, It
was in very cold, freezing weather with waves breaking across the
mouth of the Harbor when a loaded vessel trying to come in the river
went ashore on Horseneck Beach, She was in a very dangerous posite
ion, Four men could be seen clinging to the rigging, By this time
quite a group of neighbers had gathered to see what had happened. No
one thought it safe to try to go to them, Philip Grinnell said he
would go if anyone would go with him. No one spoke so he said, "Then
I will go alone for I can’t see them freeze to death,” Then Jeptha
Wilkie said, "I will go with you", Prom that, everybody was willing
s0 they had the needed help and somehow reached (they rowed through
the breakers) the vessel and saved all four men.

Sometime ago I was calling at one of the neighbors where there
was a very odl lady spending the afternoon, We were talking togeth-
er of different things when she asked me where my home was, I told
her I was born at Westport Harbor and she replied, "so was Iy I
was the daughter of Jeptha Wilkie”. Upon my telling her the ex-
perience of Jeptha Wilkie and my grandfather, Philip Grinnell, she
said, "that is true for I was there and I remember it"., She said she

was about seven or eight years cld at the time., Some one had come
to their house to tell her father about the wreck, He started for
the shore right away-- she wanted to go too and he took her with
him,

Mrs. Wilbur, daughter of Jeptha Wilkie, was born in 1836 and
died in Feb, 1933 at the age of ninety-seven. If she was seven or
eight years old at the time of the shipwreck this would have placed
it to have occurred in 1843 or 1844,



PHILIP GRINNELL

o ————— o ———

Philip Grinnell was born in Tiverton, R.I. He was theson
of Louis Grinnell of that town, a descendant of Richard Grinnell
of Little Compton, buried in the old cemetery by the sideof the
United Congregational Chmrch not far from the Yabodie monument,
The inscription on the slate stone at his grave reads: "In
memory of Mr, Richard Grinnell who departed this life March 15th,
1789, in the 73rd year of hsj age".,

Some wild and fanciful stories are told of the voyaging of
this man, The folklore of the town would have it dabht he was a
gallant sailor man whose flag was sometimes the Union Jack and
sometimes the Jolly Roger., Indeed it used to be whispered that he
wss a jovial fellow marauder of the famous Capt. Kidd, when how-
ever, we come to line these stories up against the measuring stick
of history, we find that like many of the oft-told legends, they
do not coinside with the facts, For, in this case Capt. Kidd died
before Capt, Grinnell was born,

"He was the son-in-law of Pastor Billings, was a good sailor,
a successful merchant, and a man of examplary habits," (Cppied
from the history of the Little Compton United Cong'l Church).

Philip Grinnell was born in November 1799. At the age of
twelve he was "bound out™, as it was called in those days., to a
family on one of the Elizabeth Islands (Pasque, I think), His
brother, John, 18, also worked at the islands and they had a small
boat at the Harbor in which they made the trip out and back, Dur-
ing the War of 1812 while on their way out they were captured by the
British vessel, Nimrod, but allowed to go on after gquestioning a
little while,

My grandfather thought the Harbor was a beautiful place and
said if he ever had money enough he was going to buy it. After a
time the people for whom he worked died and he came home. He fole-
lowed the Sea for a time, sailing on a merchantman but came home
and took up farming again,

He had a boyhood friend in Tiverton, Philip Lake, of whom
he was very fond, They used to walk to New Beford in the morning
before daylight taking corn to be ground at a certain mill over
that way, Their route was down to the ’arbcr, across the river to
Horseneck and to New Befford. They would say one to the other,
"We must hurry for the Day Star is rising”, Years later when Philip
Lake was very ill and nearing his end he said to his daoghter,
"Tell Philip the Day stalﬁis rising",

Philip Grinnell was twice married, His first wife was the widow
of Silas Gifford of Dafﬁ, Mass., by whom she had one son, Charles
Gifford, eight years old at the time of her marriage to Philip
Grinnell, They had one child, a daughter, Ruth Ann Grinnell, born
November 16, 1827,



Mrs. Grinnell must have died soon after that as Philip Grin-
nell bought the Westport Harbor property from Gideon Palmer June
23, 1831 and through that transaction met his daughter, Deborah
Anrl Palmer, They were married April 1st, 1832, A copy of their
"Marriage intention" follows: "I hereby certify that intention of
marriage between Mr, Philip Grinnell of Westport and wife Deborah
Ann Palmer of Troy hath been entered with me fourteen days prior
to the date hereof and published in the town of Troy as the Law
Birects, Given under my hand this &st day of April, 1832, A.B.

Stephen K, Crary--Town Clerk"

Four children were born to them, Oliver, Pheobe Ann, Thomas,
and Philip Louis Grinnell, Oliver married Deborah Grinnell of
Little Compton, his second cousin, They had one child, a son,
Thomas, who died Feb, 3rd, 1897 at the age of twenty-eight. He
was married but had no children., His parents were so overcome with
grief at his death #hat they both passed away the same year, His
father Feb, 20, 1897 and his mother Dec. 17th.

Philip Grinnell at that time was trying to be a farmer but
many things interfered. Fish of all kinds were very flentiful and
by degrees certain men who knew something about the place would
drift down for the fishing and stay a day or two and then by and
bye they would bring their families and want to stay longer,
pall River seemed farther away in those days with poor country
roads which made it a long and tiresome journey, There were no
roads where they are at present but the way they traveled at that
time wasto go directly to the beach and drive across.if it was
low tide, and above bank if the tide was high and then up past
Howlands® on the old Road to Adamsville and, in many places, gates
and bars to be opened before one could pass,



Philip Grinnell, as previously stated, bought the Harbor
Property, June 23rd,, 1831 married Deborah Ann Palmer April lst.,,
1832 and the ship wreck mentioned occurred about 1843 or 1844,

I have a letter written by Phebe Grinnell, aged about fifteen,
at the time, to her sister Ruth, twenty-two, who was then in Yall
River, Lhe day of the month given is Dec. 3lst. but not the year,
As the letter dontinues, however, it must have been about the year
1849 ("Gold Rush Days") for she says:

There is paénty of Calif. news about, more than I could write
in a week, Ruth Hoxie has written home twice., She is getting one
hundred and fifty dollars per month, She is on board the Vessel
(they probably saildd around Cape Horn) and takes care of the
Captain and his wife, She says the Captain has made an indepen.-
dent fortune,

Washburn writes "Tell the Folks that they are coming home in
two years with ten thousand apiece, and if they stare at that,
tell them twenty thousand,” Otis Manchester is getting fomrteen
dollars a day in the mines,

She speaks of the Whale ship "Harbinger." reportes in the
last paper, with two hundred barrels of oil, in August.

She also speaks of the building of the garden wall and says--
"If it ever gets done, it will make a nice garden.” It was a very
high wall and she said some of the "Pointers" asked her father
if he was building a Fort,

The letter continues--~ Mr, Marvel has sent us a yellow rose
bush and some more tulips, a Boot Jack and a Shagbark cracker.

He ggave Andrew Brownell the same, Andrew carried his over to the
Point but no one could guess what they were, they had never seen
anything like them before,

The School Master is coming here to board tomorrow night if
if is not cold (This was the old custom of the teacher "Boarding
Around") Yis name John Q. Richardson. He is teaching us to sing by
note, She ends her letter-=-~"Goodbye Ruth

Your Sister Phebe.”

Mr, William Marvel with the firm of Hawes, Marvel & Davol,
amd the jassaspet Steam Mill Co, Pall River, Mass, Had been
coming to the Harbor for some time. He had built a cottage on a
piece of land leased to him by Philip Grinnell,



Ruth Ann Grinnell, oldest daughter of Philip Grinnell, married
James M. Sowle in August, 1851

For a short time they lived at Westport Point but later Capt.
Sowle bought the Seabury Place (A part of farm Philip Wheeler now
owna) and moved there,

Five children were born of this marriage, three boys and two
girls, of whom only thetow girls, Ruth Ellencand Mary Sophia, lived
to grow up, '

Mrs. Sowle died March 9th,, 1862, in her 36th year,

Family Records

of
James Montgomery Sowle and Ruth Ann Grinnell
Born, in West. Mass, Born, in lar, Mass
July 22nd 1824 Nov, 16th 1827
Died, April 12th 1898 Died, March 9th 1862
Married

Aug. 9th 1851
lheir children

James M, Sowle Jr. Born June 19th 1852 Died July 7th 1856

James E, Sowle '  Jan, 1lth 1858 ¥

Ruth Ellen Sowle "  April 25th 1859 " Feb. 4th 1924
Mary Sophia Sowle " July 4th 1860 " Oct. 16th 1886
Charles T, Sowle " March 8th 1862 9

Solomon Woodward of Wheeling West. Va,
and
Ruth Ellen Sowle of West. Mass,
Married
December 3rd 1884

Their Children
Ruth Margaret Woodwad Born Nov. 19th 1885 at Woodwarg Ala, Died

Henry Stimpson Woodward Pec, 23rd 1887 "  died Oct. 29, 1917
Philip Grinnell Woodward " Oct. 15th 1896 " West., Marbor, Mass.



-

James Montogomery Sowle, born in Westport, Mass., July 22nd,
1824 and died April 12th, 1898 was a direct descendant of George
Sowle who came over on the “ayflower and whose name is inseribed
on the Plymouth Monument.
(1) George Soule married in 1627, Mary Becket (?) He had four
sons- Zachariah, who was killed in Indian war, Nathaniel, (died
1702), George, (died 1704) and John,
(2) Nathaniel and George came to Dartmouth. John stayed in Dux-
bury. Nathaniel married Rose ---(7) and had four sons--Nathaniel,
Sylvanus, Jacob and Miles. Nathaniel died inl702. He left no will
but there was a division of the estate to Rose Soule (widow),
eldest son Nathaniel (born 1681-died 1766), Sylvanus Jacob and Miles,
(3) Nathaniel married Meribah Gifford, daughter of Christopher and
Deborah (Perry) Gifford, died, 1732. In 1711 Miles Ai¢ was dedd,
The sons of Nathaniel (2) and George (2) inherited the Dartmouth
share (of the Mayflower Grant) and came to Dart. about 1670 and
took up lands on the west side of the "Pascomansett River", on
what is now called "Slocum's Neck" and lands on the west side of
the "Noquachoke" River, a little above Westport Point.
(3) William, son of George (2) was executer of his father's will and
in 1708 he and Nathaniel's heirs Bivided the lands, William had
the part of the lands nearest to Westport Point and Nathaniel,
Jacob and Miles had farms next north, bordering on the river.
(4) Wi4diam Soule, Jr. (4) born :Aug. 28, 1692 "married in meeting",
Rachel Allen, daughter of Increase, 9th of first month, 1717.
(4) She wasborn Jan. 8, 1692 and was named after her mother. When
William and Rachel were married they went over to Westport Point
to live. In 1722 his father gave him a deed of this farm of about
a hundred acres and a let on the west side of the "Long Let" on
Horseneck of some four or five acres. The next year Wm. (3), the
father died and in 1726 Wm. Jr. (4) sells his farm to his cousin
Nathaniel Soule (4), and his Horseneck lots to Ebeneezer Allen and
disappears fromthe record except that his children are recorded
asborn up to Sept, lst, 1733, He was a weaver by trade,
(4) Nathaniel Soule lived in a house built on a part of the land
given to George Soule in the Mayflower Grant and owned by Soules
through the generations until the death of John Soule, son of
Nathaniel, Nathaniel (4) and John (5) Soule are both buried in the
cemetery at Westport Point, (5) John Soule married Sephia Gray of
Tiverton, R,T., Eight children were born to them, three girls, --
Apby-Mary*Marcia, and five boys, Edward-Eben-Gideon, lost at sea,
John-and James Montgomery Soule, named after his mother's favorite
Poet, and eight years of age at the time of his father's death,
"Soule" was the spelling of the name by the earlier generations but
later on someone (my father said) who was eighher a poor speller or
a poor writer, spelled il "Sowle", since which time it has been



written both ways but they are all the same family, A few years
after the death of John Sowle, his widow, Sophia Gray Soule married
Manassah Kempton of New Bedford where they went to live,

Edward, my father's oldest brother, who married Hannah Hicks,
sister of Andrew Hicks of Westport Point and at that time was a
Sea Captain, took James my father, to live with him and when he
was twelve years old, took him on his first voyage as "Cabin Boy".
When he was fourteen years old he took out his "Protection Paper",
as it was called in t hose days and which reads, in part, as follows--
"Protection

# 744 United States of America

1 Collector of the Pistrict aforesaid do hereby certify that
James Sowle, an American Seaman, aged 14 years, or thereabouts, of
the height of five feet, O inches, light complexion, brown hair,
gray eyes, born at Westport, Mass., has this day produced to me
proof in the manner directed in hhe act entitled, "An Act for the
relgef and protection of American Seaman” and persuant to the
said Act, I do hereby certify that the said James Sowle is a cit-
izen of the United States of America, in witness wherof I have
hereunto set my hand and Seal of Office this 10th day pf Sept.
in the year of our Lord, onethousand eight hundred and thirty-seven."
May 27, 1843 -- Page 13--

At the age of twenty, he sailed on the barque Barclay--

*Master” - Thurston Macomber
Mate = Alden Wilkie, Tiverton

2nd Mate - Manuel Praites, Flores
3rd Mate - James M. Sowle, Westport, Mass.

About this time the Civil War was in progress and Philip
Grinnell sold the "Point of Rocks" to the Government for the sum
of one hundred dollars,

It was bought for a Lighhouse location and for a few months
a Sentinel was place there on "Night Duty" for which he drew a
pension for the rest of his life, a very long one, having lived to
reach the late nineties,

The Sentinel, Israel Sowle, and his wife, lived at Westport
Point in a pleasant cottage near the River. For many years he was
Sexton of the Westport Point Methodist Church.



On the twentieth of Peb, 1865, Captain James M. Sowle and Phebe
Ann, youngest daughter of Philip Grinmell, were Married,

Three children, Elizabeth, William, and Philip were born of
this marraige.

Family Record

of
James Montgomery Sowle and Phebe Ann Grinnell
Born in Westport Mass Born in Westport, Mass,
July 22nd 1824 May 22nd 1834
Married

Bef. 21st 1865
Died April 12th 1898 Died July 31st 1889

Their Children
All born in Westport, Mass/

Elizabeth Foord Sowle Born Dec, 28th 1865 Died

William Marvel Sowle L May 23rd 1870 " Jan 6, 1897
Philip Grinnell Sowle = April 12th 1874 " Jan 10 1894
Married William Marvel Sowle

Mary Anna Manchester April 12th 1893

i John Frederick Johnston
Elizabeth Foord Sowle October 21st 1808

Copies from the old Polyglot Bible

Captain Sowle still followed the Sea, His wife and children
lived with her father and mother and with their help rented the
Seabury place to a farmer and began taking Summer bBoarders at
the Harbor House.

Captain Sowle still foll

As of later years fishing, bathing, the beautiful location and
facilities for boating were the important attractions, Hale Reming-
ton of Fall River bought the Jeptha Wilkie place and used it for a
summer home for his family (date unknown at present). He was the
first to erect the "Spindle™ (as it was then called) on the Point of
Rocks, ©Some time after Mr, Remington's death, the "Spindle™ having
become very much out of repair, my father replaced it with a new one,
After a number of years, it was again in need of replacement, my father
thought this time, he would let it go, but on the visit of the Coast
Survey Steamer that year, was told that it was necessary to have it
replaced as it had been printed on all the charts,

From that time on, the Coast Survey took care of it until it was
decided to have the present Permanent Light.

On one of the rocks south of the rock with the Spindle, and at
the edge of the ocen, is etched the Points of the Compass which can
be plainly seen today.

This is a picture of the "Verbena" the last Coast Survey Steamer
that 1 remember,

Her body was painted black with a red stripe around the top and
with White Cabin and Wheel House, She came down the river early in the
morning. the day she went out, When she was about opposite the House
I dropped the Flag from t he Balcony and she saluted,

This piecture was taken at ghét time,



1 do not know who were the first New York people to come to
the Harbor, or the circumstances of their coming, but among the
first were Mr, Renwick and Mr, Wisner Howland. I mave three
letters written to my mother by Mr. Jacob Anthony of New York City
wA Member of the Firm of R.C. Root,Anthony & Co., #18 Nassau St.,
cprmer pf kéme (Pine) St. and opposite the Custom House"---

"Bark Stationers, Account Book Manufacturers, Importers, General
Dealers in Books & Papers, Printers, Lithographers and Engravers,”

The first letter, dated Oct, 28th 1863, reads as if he had
visited the Harbor before as he wishes to be remembered to "all
inquiring friends and particularly to Mr, Marvel's "Mullet Net,"
Also if My, Renwick is still there, wishes he would bring him an
eight or ten pound Bass,

He also in this letter speaks of Mr. J.0. B, Webster as having
been there and of having seen Mr, Wisner Howland since his return
and of his saying that "he had some fine fishing too."

The second letter, written Jan. 4, 1864, has not much of special
interest except that my mother has subscribed for the "Harper's
WeeklyW, "Harper's Magazine" and Godey's Lady®s Book" that year.

Extracts from a letter dated Sept. 2nd, 1867, to Capt. James M.
Sowle, then on his last voyage at Sea, from his wife Phebe, She
writes ---"The Photographers were here Sat. taking pictures again,
We have a group of the family sitting in the front yard, Mr, & Mrs,
Lewis of Taunton and Mr, Renwich age in it,

It was a near view so they can all be recognized, Mr, Lewis
sat in t he old arm chair, Mr, Walter Paine and family have been here
more than two weeks, I have had about as many as we could take care
of ever since the season commenced, A number are engaged for Sept.
and some for Oct,” She also said that she could accommodate about
fifteen guests "with ease",

wpriday Billy Val and Mr. Renwick went to the "Neck" (Gooseberry
Neck) with father. Billy caught a Bass weighing thirty pounds and
Mr. Renwich one weighing fifteen pounds and eight smaller ones,"

®n December 1869, Philip Grinnell sold the Harbor Property to
James M, Sowle and bought a house at Westport Hoint with land extend-
ing to the river, so that he could still enjoy boating and fishing,
a garden, and the pleasant associations of a seaside village that
had once seen thirteen Whale Ships sail from its wharves. The last
two ~-"Greyhound" ancd "Janet" ---never to return to that Peint Port
again but at their voyages ends came back to New Bedford.

Philip Brinnell lived to be in his ninety-first year and except
for his last few days, never had a Doctor or took a drop of medicine
in his life that he could remember,



1 am inserting here the Faper--"Concerning \lestport Point" as
the time coincides with what I am writing, for I too, remember the
ships Greyhound and Janel tied at the "Point'" wharves and also of
seeing them sailaway, but not the "Governor Carver", John Pell, of
whom Mr, Smith speaks, first came to the Harbor with his sister and
brother-in-law, Mr.& Mrs. Louis Jenkins, with whom he lived at
Great Barrington, Mass, He, thep was about seventeen years old and
was very much interested inthe stories he heard my Fahter tell of
his sea vovages and experiences and said they helped him in writing
his Moving Picture --"Down to the Sea in Ships", =--=

(The following is copied from a Newspaper Article given to the
Standard Times" New Bedford , Mass. by Mr. Abbott P, Smith of that
City and dated April 2nd 1936,)

Westport Point of Old Recalled in Aid Move
Wharf was nsed by many ships, records show

Far]y days when Westport Point was a busy fishing and whaling
village are recalled by a campaign being waged under the leadership
of the Westport Yacht Club to have the Government deepen Westport
Harbor, Abbott P, Smith of 95 Hawthorn Street remembers seeing as
many as three whaleships tied up along the wharf at Westport Point
at one time, and paints a vivid word picture of the village and
harbor in his boyhood days,

"Records show," says Mr, Smith, "that a large sloop sailed from
Tripp's Wharf at Hix"s Bridge and made a trip to the West Indies,
bringing back to Westport Point a load of molasses in barrels., She
is the first big ship recorded as having floated down the Westport
River.,

"Back in those early days there was a U,5. Customs office loc-
ated in a house which still stands at Westport Point. Ships af all
sorts were cleared out of the harbor for foreign ports. As far as
is known, this office served until 1769 when customs houses were
opened in New Bedford and Pall River, In those days there was be=
tween 11 and 12 feet of water in the harbor,

Recalls 014 House

"There was only one house at the entrance to the barbor, and
that was one owned by Captain James Sowle, who worked for my father,
Henry Smith, in the whaling business, John Pell, who wrote the story
for the motion picture, 'Down to the Sea in Ships,' spent many
Summers living at Captain Sowle's home,

"Westport Point was also a fishing place. Among the many fish-
ing boats that made their home port there was the schooner E.P.
Church, named after an Adamsville man, She was built for lobster
fishing and drew nine feet of water,

"Before 1850 there was a shipyard on the east side of Westport
Point where whaleships were built. There are also reports that whade-
ships were built., There are also reports that whaleships were built



at the Landing, Head of Wesport, and floated to the harbor on casks
at high tide, At the Point two hoopers and six blacksmiths plied
their trade,

Oy OB,

:paded Whalers with Water

"I was born in Westport Oct, 7, 1853, and s pent my boyhood at
Westport Point, I remember how they used to load the whalers with
water, The water had to be brought from the old Stephen Allen farm
a mile away from the river, A stream led down from the farm and
casks were filled with water, loaded on a scow and floated down to
the river where they were hauled ontoc the whalers,”

The barge Janet, Governor Carver, Greyhound and Mattapoisett,
for which Mr, Smith's father was agent, tied up at the wharf at
Westport Point.

"The whalers went to sea and returned to t he wharf without
being towed., They were loaded with all necessary supplies for the
long voyage and then kedged out of the harbor stern foremost, This
was done by throwing out the anchor and then pulling in the line,
repeating this operation so that the ship moved slowly out to the
open sea,"

Sailed Ships to Wharf

"When a whaleship returned from a voyage, its masts were sigh-
ted above the sand dunes outside the harbor and the old pilot,
Clark Tripp, went out in a small boat to meet the ship., He boarded
the ship and waited until tide and wind were right. Then he sailed
her right to the wharf, fully loaded,"

"An open lot at the Point served for 75 years as a storage
place for whale o0il unloaded from the ships, Barrels of oil were
rolled a distance of several hundred feet to the lot, covered with
seawee for portection from the weather, and left there until sold,
Sometimes the oil remained on the open lot two or three years,"

Mr, Smith sailed Sept, 15, 1876, from Boston on the bark Azor,
a square rogged Jaclet carruomg sid};oes tp tje Azores and bring-
ing back il to New Bedford, At the Azores he boarded another ves-
sel and continued én a world frip, visiting many countries and
traveling on many ships. He was absent nine months,

Sponsors of the ppoject want the sand bars which block the pre-
sent mouth of the bargor removed and they ask the barhor be dredged
out to provide anohorage space for pleasure and business craft,

The projects has the support of Westport officials and Summer
as well as year-round residents, They believe that not only
pleasure craft but other ships would come into the harbor if sand
bars did not block passage. A few contend that with the water travel
improvements, Westport Point woyld again become a busy little sea-
port.



ABBOTT P, SMITH, NEW BEDFORD, DDES

e S -

New Bedford, “arch 18 -- Abbott P. Smith, 89, of 95 Hawthorne
Street, long prominent in New Bedford business and civic
affairs, died today.

He was president of the New Bedford Storage Warehouse
Company, the first important cotton s torage warehouse built
in the city. He had been director of various mills and was a
former member of the Common Council, the Water Board and the
Public Library trustees,

He was a member of the Port Society, Boston Marine Soc=-
jety. Sons of the American Revolution, New Beford Y.M.CoAa,
National Ceorgraphis Society, Wamsutta Club, New Bedéord
Country Club, Brooks Club, Republican Club of Mass., Mass.
Society of Mayflower Descendants and the Old Dart., Hist. Soc.

He leavds his widow, Mrs. Sarah Metcalf Smith, formerly
of Boston: a son, Abbottt M. Smith of Westchester, Pa,, and tweo
daughers, Mrs. Arthur D. Delano of New Bedford and Mrs. Ruth

Smith of Boston.



JUTGE'S PECISION PICTURES RISE AND BALL OF

CAPE COT® WHALING

liay State Land Court Justice, in giving 700 acres of Cran=
berry biog to commercial concern traces history of once
profitable industry on smae jot.

lhe rise and fall of Cape Cod's whale '"fisherie" was re-
viewed today in a decision of Judge Charles Thornton Navis of
the Mass, Land Court, which gave to Makepeace Brothers, Inc.,
cranterry bog land on Sandy Neck, PBarnstable,

Judge Tavis found the land in question originally was set
adide by the town of Barnstable for use by the '"fisherie" and
as ithe site of four try works for the rending of whale blubber
to oil,

In 1620 whale were numerocus in Cape Cod bay, the judge
found, and by 16 88, whaling was a regular and profitable business
on ¢t he Cape, The bog mammals were harpooned and dragged out upon
Lhe shore and the land was set aside in 1715 to aid the industiry.
As whales became scares in adjacent waters, the judge continued,
larpe vessels were fitted out for sea which carried their own try
works "and by 1760 the use of try-yards ashore had become obso -
lf'teq"

"The scheme was purely local," said the judge, referring
to t he Barnstiable enterprise, "not for the benefit of the gener=
al public, but for the proprietors and inhabitants of the town.

1 rule that there are no rights in the general public except
below high water mark,"

After deseribing the decline of the whaling industry, Judge
Davis ecommented upon the birth of the cranberry industry and told
how one Braley Jenkins cultivated the tart red berries on Sandy
Neck until his death in 1894, and "vigilantly watched trespassers
and pursued them in his big boat and took t heir spoils away,"

Judge Davis upheld the title to the property passed on to
Makepeace Brothers, In, by Jenkins.



(2)

After Captain Sowle's return his last voyage he took up the
responsibilities of the Harbor Property from where Philip Grinnell
had stopped, The third letter my mother received from Mr} Jacob
Anthony was dated Aug, 24th, 1871, This time the firm of R.C. Root,
Anthony & Co, have moved to 62 Liberty St, New York City.

Mr. Anthony writesSe=

"As near as I can find out, my party willbe Mr, & Mrs, J. Anth-
ony and son (Frnk L. Anthony, who came to the Harbor for many years
afterwards,) Mrs, Steers, three children and nurse, Miss Walters -~
(Mrs. Steers' sister) Mr, Webster and Mr, Du Bois, ten in all,

One or tow have backed out, It is our present intention to leave
here on Tues, evening arriving as usual, at your house on Wed. about
dinner-time, I thought I would let you know how many were expecting
to visit you as I expect they will be pretty hungry,

If any one should be going to Fall River inthe meantime, will
you be kind enough to send word to the Stable Keeper who generally
takes us to your house, to be on the lookout for us Ed, morning.

I would like him to meet us at the "Boat with vehicles enough to
convey us and baggage comfortably to you house.™
(His signature) "With kind regards to
yourself and the Captain,
very truly yous,
Uncle Jacob,™

From t hat time the Steers family visited Westport Harbor
every summer for nineteen years when Mr, Steers bought land of my
father and built a summer home. They called their place "Pond
Meadows", It was always so named because it bordered on a pond
and to distinguish it from land north of it which was always
called "River Meadow,"

At first, Mr, Steers bought only the west half of the lot
on which he built his house but later on, bought the east half
and also the land south extending to the Ocean, He spent a great
deal of money filling in the grading the shole lot, building
walls and making it a very beautiful place,

Some of these items are copied from New York nespaper clip-
pings, at the time of Mr, Steer's death, which I have saved, and
from whpt was told me by members of the Steers family and also I
was with Mrs, Steers at the time,

Mr. Steers, While Pishing Drowns

Retired Banker, Broker, and Yacht Builder Meets Death at Westport
Harbor, Mass.

Designed the Henrietta

Crossed the Atlantic on the America, the Cup Lifter, Which His
Uncle Built



(Special Bespatch to the Herald)

New Bedford, Mass. Tuesday, Sept. 29th, 1904 Henry Steers, a
retired New York Merchant and banker, with s summer home at West-
port Harbor, Mass, was drowned at noon today while fishing off
Stony Point, Captain William Hammond, his skipper, who was in the
boat with him at the time, had a narrow escape from the same fate
being unconscious when picked up by fishermen,

My, Steers went out this morning for sea bass, There was a heavy
sea, and in seeking good fishing fround near the r ocks the boat
was caught in the breakers and overturned, PFishermen who saw the
acdident went to the seene as quickly as possible; and on arriv-
ing at the spot where the boat was overturned froundboth b ckges
floating on the surface, Mr. Steers had made his home in Westport
Harbor every summer for twenty years,

Was for Several Years Pres. of the Dry Dock Bank., Mr. Steers was
pres. of the Dry Dock Bank for several years and was a director

of the Eleventh Ward Bank, t he Fast Broadway and Battery Railway,
the Dubuque and Siouz City Railroad Co. and the State Trust Co,
His father was Magistrate James R. Steers, who presided at Essex
Market Court for mapy years. He succeeded to hés Uncle's ship
building business and built the schooner yacht Henrietta which won
thef first yacht race across the Atlantic in 1866. He built sever-
al ships for the ‘acific Mail Steamship Co, and was the constructor
of the United States Ship ldaho, He was a member of the New York
Yacht, Union, Racquet and Engineer's Clubs. He is survived by a
widow and two sons, Henry Jr. and James R,

A strange story in connection with this tragedy was told by
Walter Manchester, of Adamsville, the man who recovered Mr, Steer's
body, He siad being out many timesg in all kinds of weather, he
had often wondered how far he could swim if his boat should be
capsized, and this year, in particular, when he had someone with
him to manage the boat, and they were on their way home from the
day's fishing, he would jump overboard ans swim alongside until he
fows tired, then get back inthe boat and the next day, try again,

He little knew for what he was preparing, but at the end of
his experiement, said he could swim the distance of one mile.

The time came and he did his best., He told someone afterwards
that he never went to sleep at night without going through that
dreadful experience again,



The Anthony, Henry Steers and Seabury families came to the
Harbor House at about the same time in the summer for a number of
years and became life longfriends,

It was the custom of the Steer$ family, until their house at
the Harbor was built to come for the month of July and then, leav-
ing the children with the Governess, whomthey always brought with
them, they spent Aug, at Bar Harbor, soming backfor Sept., when the
Bass f ishing which Mr, Steers enjoyed very much, was good,

A number of years later his father, Mr. James R, Steers, Sr.,
bought the Stickney house and spent his summers there as long as
hd lived,

Mr{ Hemry Steers was the son of Mr. James Rich Steers also
of New York whose brother, George Steers, designed and bult the sch-
hooner yadht America, which in 1861 won the famous cup which bears
its name. Mr. Henry Steers, then about nineteen years old, sailled
in the schooner when she went over to participate in the Inter-
national contest,

He succeeded to his uncle's shipbuilding business and built the
schoofter yacht "Henrietta"™ which wonthe firs t yatht race across
the Atlantic in 1866,

The model of the yacht America was lost whenthe summer home of
J. Rich Steers 3rd, (son of Henry Steers, near Port Chester, was
destroped by fire,

D D o A S S T

This picture is a copy of the first photograph ever taken of the
Harbor House at Westport Harbor Built in the year 1816

I do not know the exact date but according to the style of dress
at the Garden Party with the "Tent" and onthe Marvel cottage
piazza, it must have been the era of hoop-skirts, chignons and
"Godey's Lady's Book", Mrs. Marvel is one of the group,

Ice drifted in from Vineyard Souned, The menare Robert Lake and a
son of one of the neighbors They are standing on cie cakes

Verbena

This is the photgraph of the '"Family Group" mentioned on the pre-
ceding page., It was taken abotit the year 1867

Street View Westport Point, Mass.
Shore View, Westport Point, Mass,

Pon Meadows Summer home of Mr. Henry Steers at West. Harbor Mass
Built about the year 1890



From left to right, these men are -

Col. Bremner, of Brooklyn, N.Y,, who was the first Colonel
of the Seventh Regiment of N.Y,

Mr. James R. Steers, of New York, who with his brother
George, built the yacht America,

Captain James M. Sowle, a resident of Westport Harbor, Mass.

Mr. Alexander Seabury, of Brooklyn, who wrote the call for
the first meeting looking to the formation of the Republican
Farty in N,Y, State,

In the background, Mr, Philip Grinnell of Westport Point, Mass.



“"Concerning Adamsvﬂle", copied from a descriptéon of the
store and its activities --- by J, Earl Clausen,

They sold the last horsewhip out of therrack in t he Mane
chester store at Adamsville last month, It's the first time
since the start of business in 1820 that there haven't been some
handging just inside the door, and it is doubtful that any more
will be stocked Ox-gads, too, are out,

Adamsville, if you happen to be g eorgraphy-shy, is the last
village on the Rhode Island side along the road from Tiverton
Four Corners to Westport Harbor. It's only by a streak of luck
that in the division it didn t fall to Mass.--luck for Adamsville,
we mean, of course, For Rhode Island also, for that matter, be-
cause it's a restful, pretty little place.

RELATIVE OF PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT BUILT STORE

But getting back to the Manchester store, where you needn't
go looking for horsewhips any longer, another thing which inter-
ested us about it is that it was built for and opened by a great-
uncle of Pres. Pranklin D, Roosevelt, His name was Ebenezer P,
Church.

This, as noted, was in 1820, Mr., Church ran it a good many
years, and eventually it was bought by the Manchester family, which
still owns it.

There are older businesses in Prov, but none which retains
more eccurately the atmosphere of a slower age, You feel it's
authentic, from the old stoen platform at its front to the barred
window of the office at the rear,

The stone platform is roofed over, and if you look you will
see a groove cut across one of the stones diagonally from the cor-
ner of a supporting post, This is the noon line, When the sun falls
on it you may be sure it's exactly 12 o'clock Fastern Standard Rime,

This was useful a century ago when watches were rare and costly
family heirlooms handed dlown from father to son. Nobody foresaw the
day of dollar timepieces when that lien was cut,
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A bench runs around the corner just inside the door, This
spot is known as Bummers® Corner -- the spot where villagers sat
evenings, out of the way of trade, to talk over public affairs,
The big stove which heated the store in those days has vanished,
Tt used to stand inthe centre of the room, If it failed on an
extra cold night to throw its heat as faras Bummer's Corner that
was just too bad,

Today, as a centruy ago, it's a general store, the stock an
odd mixture of semi-antiques and modern merchandise., At one side
stands the old spool cabinet which used to hold a full line of pro=
ducts, Those old cabinets were much desired by boys who collected



arrowheads and bird$" eggs, and it took strength of character to
hold this one through the years,

Near by is a big, double-decker, glittery showcase of plate
gdass and nickel which formerly stood in front of a store on Broad=
way, New York City --- Stewart's at the corner of Chambers St,,
according to tradition., We tried vanily to learn how it was trans-
Jated to the remote spot,
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A cheese-box, which hasn t been emply for a century, strikes a
cord in the memory of old-timers., The Manchester s tore has a cheese
tradition, None of the Cheese-press-to-day-and-on-sale-tomorrow pro=
ducts serves here; that cheese, to the Manchester way of thinking is
just curd, while real cheese must be ripened before it is fit to eat,

You can buy chimneys for oil lamps and the most modern adver-
tised kinds of food, The last package of blotting sand instock fell
into widl these willing hands after nobody knows how many years on
the shelf--black, powdery sand which served for years before absor-
bent paper stole its occupation away,
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WEST INPITES GOODS OLD STORE SPECIALTIES

For many years store was kept by Miss Deborah Manchester, who now
is frail and chair-bound, She was there during the lifetime and after
the death of her brother, Abraham, whose name the sign in front still
bears., The Adamsville post office was in the Manchester s tore for 7%
years and Miss Manchester was postmistress in addition to her other
duties until it was felt this was too heavy a burden,

If you look closely you will see under later coats of paint out-
lines of an early sign setting forth the nature of the business donw
there -= "American, European and West Indies Goods,"™ The West Indies
goods were rum, and most of the Furopean goods gin and brandy, which
all generalstores carried inthe early days. These liquids were sold
over the counter at five cents a glass, or to be darried home at twenty-
five cents a quart,

When this store Z¥#d¢és/ closes at night heavy solid cak blinds
are drewn and locked with bolts pinned on the inside, The front door,
of double thickness of oak, has its original lock, with a key which

looks as if it weighed a couple of pounds,
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The store force for many years slept on the premises, opening
early, closing late, and permitting no customer to get away even
at the cost of turning out in the mélddle of the night, Competition
is keener today, but there isn't the same sedulous catering to the
casual half dollar; when a store shuts up bor the night now it
stays shut,

Miss Manchester recalled a tradition of the erection of the
building, The boss carpenter of the neighborhood was hired for the
job, and he in turn took on such men and boys as he needed,

The door and window frames came by water to Sakonnet Point.
When worll was received of their arrival the boss carpenter took
his force at the close of the day's work and marched them afoot
to t he point, eight miles distant,

There each seized a piece of casing suited to his size and
strength and started for Adamsville. They got there at 4 ofclock
in the morning, in good time for breakfast and the next day's
work,

It‘s Miss Manchester's opinion workmen today would balk at
such an undertaking. We wouldn't wonder. But, of course, she adds,
they had plenty of West Indies goods,



COLONIAL DAYS IN WESTPORT

Fall River Globe  Friday, December 7, 1928
Mrs., Walker Kirby Reviews Early History of ™eighboring Township

In the paper on "Westport in the Olden limes," in which “rs. walter
S, Xirby of that town read before the Fall River Historical Society, Wed.
evening, is much of interest to Lhese interested inthe quaint customs
and mannerisms of a former day, utstanding events in the founding of
the town and its people have been revicwed in a delightful manner. The
papferfpllows:

While our Pilgrim fathers were living peacefully at Scrooby enjoying
the religious freedoms and the general prosperity of the closing days of
the reign of "Good Queen bess," a band of English gentlemen and traders
uhder the leadership of Bartholomeu Gosnald came to the island of Cutty-
hunk and there established a fur trading post, hoping to carry on a luc-
rative trade with the dndians of this section, but the unfriendly attitude
of these lndians, and rigors of our New England climate, the grawing pangs
of hunger or some equally terrifying reason forced these faint hearted
Foglishmen to remain in this locality but three weeks,

However, during this brief sojourn these men did one thing which to us
of this era is at least signifiéant, They took a sailing voyage from the
western shore of their island settlement across Buzzard's Bay to Round
Hill then to a place which we recognize as Gooseberry Neck and lastly
to the broad harbor or river mouth which is so well described by one of
the two historians of the expedition that we readily realize it was not the
Pilgrim band, but Gosnols” and his traders who were the first Englishmen
to gaze upon the shores of Westport, this visit taking place according to
the recor'er of May 31, 1602.

However, tho e same stern Yilgrims did not overlook the value of this
region for any long period, As early as 1640 we find them trying by means,
somewhat irregular, at least accorking to the practices of modern business,
to get possession of this Indian region known as Acoaxet and its tow ad-
jeining neighbors, Acushnet and Apponaganset, Fimally in 1652 William Brad-
for, Captain Standish, Thomas Southworth, John Winslow, John Cook and
other associates, the purchasers or old owners bought from Wesameque and
Wamsutta, his son, all the tracts of land lying three miles eastward from
a river called Cushenagg, to a certain harbor called Acoaksett, to a flat
rock on the westward side of the said harbor. "Por this vast region these
"01d comers™ paid thrity yards of cloth, eight moose skins, fifteen axes,
fifteen hoes, fifteen pairs of breeches, eight blankets, two kettles,
one cloth, twenty-two pounds of wampum, eight pairs of stockings, eight
pairs of shoes, one iron pot and eight shillings in other commodities, pro-
bably meaning eight shillings worth of rum., Por this munificent sum these
men received roughly speaking the territory now included within the limits
of the city of New Bedford and the towns of Fairhaven, Acughnet, Dart-
mouth and Westport, )
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Petition Courts

In 1664 or twelve years after the date of the purchase, these three
regions united and petitioned the Plymouth Court to be incorporated as
a2 town and given the name of Dartmouth, Although this petition was read-
ily granted, the western section of the town continued to be known by
its former name of Caaksett or Acoaksett, This town was destined to Erow
and by the close of the American Revolution was desirous of breaking up
into several smaller municipalities, So in 1787 the Acoaksett section
petitioned the General Court to become a Separate twwn to be known by the
name of Westport, This name, Westport had a real significance at that
time, for then the states of Maine and Mass. were both Mass, territory
and remained so until 1820, During this beriod the term "from Fastport to
Westport" was used by the sailors to determine the limits of the Mass.
coastline, Thas the harbor of the southern end of the town and the west
port of our Mass, sailors gave to the town its present name,

The first white settler, who came to dwell in Westport was Richard
Sisson. In 1671 this venturesome character had the courage to build a
house eight miles from the seashore a thing most hazardous to contemplate
in those days prior to King Philip's War, Sisson's farm was a large one
located at the Head of Westport on the West side of Acoaksett river nog
the erroneously called Noguochoke as today, The name "Oquochoke was
always applied by the %*ndians and early settlers to a region in Hixville
which lies at the fork of the river as “the name itself implies--mean=-
ing "the land at the fork,"

This Sisson grant extended about a wuarter of a mile along the pre-
sent Trift Road and equally far west along the O1d County Road., Fxactly
where Sisson built hs house is not known, "but it was probably just
west of the present landing and near both the road and the river."

Theorigiral house was burned by the Indians dur 'ng the summer of
1675, This fact is nowise daunted the Sisson family, for no sooner was
the war over than they proceeded to build another house on or near the
site of the old one, Here the family continued to dwell for a century
and a half and during most of the time kept a tavern at which the stage
coaches stopped on their way to and from Newport and New Bedford and
wheee the town meeting warrants were regularly posted

\Sklliam Earle

Another would be inland settler of Westport during the days before
King Philip® war was William Earle. He had, so the story goes, bought a
farm on the west side of the Horseneck Road and about one mile south of
South Westport, near the regions called Peetskeshuet and Shumsuet by the
Indians. Here in the summer of 1675, Barle started to build a house and
was in the act of boarding the roof when a messenger came to warn him of
the approach of hostile Indians, Whereupon the Earle family started for
the block-house in safety, but even after the Wampanoags had been effect-
ually sub#lued they could not be induced to return to Westport,

Many years passed by and finally when trees, which had taken root in
the cellar had grown as high as the roof , Joseph landers purchased the
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rarle farm and completed in 1707, the house which remained standing until
1894, when the present owner of the farm tore the old house “own an' erect-
e a modern structure in its place.

A little more than two miles morth of this spot, at a place just sovth
of Pall River Boys's Schout Camp Noquochoke, there dwelt the most strik-
ing character of Westport's early colonial history, This outstanding in-
dividual was name Daniel Wilgox, Daniel was very friendly with the ‘n-
dians of Rhode lsland and southeastern Mass, and, because of this friend-
dhip, learned to speak their language and so proved very helpful to his
friedn, Captain Benjamin Church, during King Philip's war, Chorch, in his
"History of Philip's War," speaks of Wilcox as "a man that well understood
the Indian Language," However, what attracts our attention to Paniel is
not his ability as a linguist but his ability as a law breaker and a law
evader,

To sell Large Tract

Then an obliging Indian chief would sell Wilcox large tracts of val-
uable land for a few trinkets, a small consignment of rum or not too
large measure of powder, the later deemed it wholly unnecessary to call
in a colonial official who might look with Puritan severity upon such a
legal sanction to the bargain would thus complicate a very simple matter.
After one of these little informal transactions Wilcox was arrested and
fined, Soon he and several of his associates petitioned that the ter-
ritory in which they were living might be made a part of Rhode Island so
the petitioners could enjoy greater freedom, For this trifling affense he
was fined 150 shillings and six pense by the court, This he refuesed to
pay so was ordered to the Bristol Jail, While traveling in that direction
in the custody of Samuel Gallops, sheriff of Bristol County, he skillfully
evaded that gentleman's watchful eye and successfully made his escape to
Portsmouth, R,1, where his daugher was living. Here Mr. Wilcox's troubles
were over for a time, but such was not the case with the sheriff, who was
removecd from office for allowing so valuable a prisoner to escape, but who
after much pdéading and begging was reinstated on condition that he soon
recapture his prisoner.,

As the records show this bargain he most faithfully tried to keep, but
Paniel was too clever for him so finally after weeks of futile searching
Gallop presented to the court a lengthly itemized bill for travelling ex-
penses incurred while chasing Daniel across the border line between R.I
and Mass., lhe enraged court at first flatly refused to pay the bill but
on hearing of the trials and tribulations which the poor sheriff had en-
dure’! while chasing the elusive Paniel not only voted to pay the bill but
also allowed the sheriff to continue in office even though he had failed
to return the prisoner,

hbwever, when the royal governor Lord Bellomont heard of the affair
he decided that Daniel must be given a lesson so armed with all the auth-
ority of his office and displaying all the splendor he could summer the
royal governor journeyed to R,] where he endeavored to make the governor
of that colony see the scandalousness of harboring so desperate a criminal
as Naniel, Bellomont's words had little effect upon the R,I.governor and
apparently less upon Wilcox who was present while the contoversy waxed hot,
As Bellomont could neither force nor purswade Wilcox to return to Mass.,
he had to content himself with journeying back to Boston and writing a
lengthy and spicy aceount of the affair in his diary,
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P4 Became Insane

A few years passed by and Daniel's wife who har continued to re-
side in Westport, became insane, When Daniel Bearned of this, he had his
friend Benjamin Church arrange with the Mass, Legislature concerning his
return to Westport., The legislature finally agree to let Daniel pay
his fine by deeding certain land which he owned in liverton to the Mass,
Bay Colony. Lhis land together with ether tracts was set apart for an
Indian Reservation, Three years later, to be exact Uct, 1707, the General
Court of the Yrovince of Mass, Bay authorizecd the exchange of Wilcox land
for the land of Benjamin Church in the Second and Third shares of the
Freeman's Purchase, on the east side of North Watuppa Pond, but f for this
Paniel's last real estate transction, the Watuppa Reservation would today
be in part the former property of the colonial bad man of Westport.

Part of Dartmouth.

Several years after Wilcox's escapades but still during that period
when Westport was a part of Dartmouth, there came to dwell in Westport a
man by the name of Sylvester Richmond, His estate included a vast tract
of land in the southwestern corner of the town, including the region
round about the pond at Acoaxet which today bears his name, Besides his
family Hon. Col, Sylvester Richmond brought with him a large number of
slaves who did all the work atthe farm, The seleriad Col, lived here for
several years and during that time his son Ezra was born. These two men
played a conspicuous part in the Prench and “panish Wars, At the capture
of Cape Breton, Hon, Col. Sylvester Richmond rendered conspicuous service
as commander of the Sixth ™ass,. regiment which was one of the first two
regiments to appear in Boston for Col. Pzra Richmond as his aicde the Col.
won a high position and great respect for himself because of his sagacity
and bravery, 1t happened this way. Hon, Col. Sylvester was dissatisfied
with the management of the regular engineer so proposed to take the for-
tress by hand to hand fighting. His counset was accepted, the assault was
macde and Louisburg taken. After the fall of the fortress the French com-
mander presented the Hon. Colonel with the French flag which had f lown
over Louisburg during the seiges

when King George 11 heard of Hon, Col., Sylvester Richmond's gallentry
at Cape Bretonand Louisbur, he invited him to come to Fngland and receive
the thanks of the Crown. As the colonel did not wish to tkae the journey to
Englancd he asked permission to have his son go in his stead, The permiss-
ion was granted and the son set sail for England where he enjoyed a year's
travel and study as well as receiving the decoration from the hands of the king.

From 1652 to 1752 Westport grew very rapidly and it was not until after
the dlose of the American Revolution that the town was able to boast cf a
village,

However, the growth, if slow, was steady and we find that much of real
interest happened in the first century of the town's existence. Probaly the
outstanding event to the majority of Westport residents of that period was
the building in 1715 of the Friends' Meeting House, which was then know as
the Afocaxet Meeting, We know little of how this edifice actually looked
other than it consisted of a main builcding which was 34 feet long and 28
feet wide and 17 feet high and an ell, This meeting house stood until
1813, when it was torn down and a new one built, which is standing today,
though it was greatly mocernized in 1872, when galleries, firenlaces,
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sliding partitions which separate® the men's meeging from t he women's
Meeting were removed. At this time, too, the walls were painted and
carpets, cushions and stoves were used in the refurnishing,

Bridge is Built

Another incident of thas era which shows the town was prowing was
the building of Hix's Bridge in 1735 by William Hix, Probably to that
date no incident had so stitred the town politically for no sooner was
the bricge completed than court proceedings were instituted against
Hix. In order to understand the full purport of the case we must consid-
er what had beengoing on for several years previous so the building of
the bridge., About 25 years before this or in 1709, Hix's mother, a widow,
with a family of children to raise, purchased land on the west side of
the river and the south side of Acushnet Seaconnet Irail, near where the
present Hix's bridge is. In the ddéed of this land mention is made of
"thg nce where the ferry now land,” Who the venturesome soul was who
had conducducting this ferry we have been unable to learn. He certainly
had not applied to the colonial legislature for permission to conduct his
feery, which was both the customary and the legal way to establish one,
but such formalities and legalities were probably overltoked in this re-
mote and sparsely settlec past of the colony., Near this ferry, in 1710,

- Mary Hix built a house, which is still standing at the west end of the

present bridge, on the south side of the road and now owned by Amasa E,
Remington. This house Mary used as a tavern and from 1710-1735 hac granted
to her each year an innkeeper's license to sell alecoholic liquors, so

Mary Hix, living in a time when the buying and selling of alcoholic bev-
erages was most respectable and when the beverages themselves were looker
upon as a necessary commocdity, was able to earn & comfortable living for
herself and her family, But after 25 years as proprietor of tavern and
ferry Mary Hix solc out her business to her son, William Hix, Although he
continued to have a liguor license and keep the tavern he was apparently
more interested in developing transportation facilities than inn keeping,
Of course he may have reasoned with real business sagacity and prudence
that the safer and more comfortable he made traveling in the vicinity of
his tavern, the more travelers he could atgract to the place. However what
William Hix thought is a matter of conjecture; what he did is an actual-
ity, Very soon after the purchase he started to build a bridge across the
river at the place where the ferry had been running, After working for
three years the bridge was completed in 1738. As scon as the bridge was
finished Hix began to have his troubles. Immediately the voters at the
Head of Westport, under the leadership of George Lawton and William Sisson,
protested to the General Cour that William Hix, who had a privilege of a
ferry, had built a bridge which was a common nuisance, because it obstruet-
ed the passage of vessels up and down the river and that the bridge be re-~
moved, Notice was (issued) to Hix to show why the petion should not be
granted, By the incidents which followed it would seem as if William Hix
had inherited some of his mother's executive ability as we find that for
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the next two years he was elected rﬂanSu;Etﬁve to the General Court.

This election was anparently worth much to his arvantage in the bri'ge
controversy for in 1739, in responding to the notice of the “eneral Court,
Hix showed that, at his own expense he had built a commodious Lridge at

a convenient place, also that it was a great benefit to the public, He

at the same time petitioned the court to establish the same as a toll bridge,

Brant Plan

The court granted the petition and he was allowed to charge the same
amount for toll as he had previously charged for feeiage. In 1743 Hix was
allowed to double the rates because of the cost of building and maintain-
ing the bridge., The rates as thenestablished were:

"Single passernger, one penney; every horse and man, two pense; every
house, ox or cow, one penney; every score of sheep or hogs, five pence
per score,"

From the time of Hix's death to 1871 this bridge was owned by various
residents of the town and vinally in 1871 was bought by the town for $1800,
when the practice of paying toll was abolished.

The Hix's house, as well as the bridge, was destined to become a place
of local interest, Here in 1787 and 8 in the days when Williem Hix's son-in-
law, Joseph Gifford, was managing the tavern many scenes were here enacted
which were entirely unlike those which usvally take place within the walls
of a tavern., These occurred during the period when Westport was trving to
organize itself as a town, when it was attempting to have its coundary lines
legally determained, when it was choosing a representative to the General
Court who should vote negatively of af/irmatively or the rativication of the
new Federal constitution. At a town meeting held here Apr:l 1788 votes were
cast for governor and lientenant governor, John Hancock received 75 votes
for governor and “amuel Adams 38 for lieutenant governor.

At another town meeting held here in June of the same year, it was
voted to pay Lemuel Bagley fomr shillings for making a jury box, This jury
box is probably the one now in use at the Westport lown Hall as its hinges,
and its evidence of never having been painted all indicate.

To Handy House

We will now leave Hix's bridge and the old tavern and climb the hill
to t he Dr, Handy house, which stands on the cormer of Prift and Hix Bridge
roads and is now the property of Abbot Smith of New Bedford., The eastern
third of the house was built in 1714-15, 16 and given by William Cadman to
his son-in-law, William White, who married Cadman's only daughter, Elizabeth,
Cadman also gave his daughter a slave, who should do the menial work about
the house, lhis house, while looking much like a colonial tavern of huge
proportions, was never fortunate enough to have served in that interesting
capacity. Though showing little evidence of the fact on the exterior, this
house was bumlt at three different periods when the style of architerture
in vogue in each varied greatly from the others, thyough this is plainly
noted in the interior construction, the west end of the house being more
than a century younger than the eastenest section,




p g

Leaving this part of the town let us journey along Drift Road to
Westport Point, where we can visit abat part of the town which was fam=
ous as a whaling port during the prosperous days of the whaling industry.
Let us congregate at the whaff, On the west side of the road just as you
turn toware the whaff stands an old store, which was a busy place about 1830.
Here, onthe lower floor, a man by the name of Davis, was selling clothing
and groceries, while upstairs was a tailor's shop, whose specialty was the
making of sailers' outfits.

Opposite this store in 184] Alexander Cory erected a large three story
building on the site of hés granfather's store, lhis building long served
as the post office and custom house of the village as had its predecessore
Here, too, the Corys kept an outfitting store while they rented the upper
floor to one Nooning, who kept a sail loft, there making sails for the
whaling vessels, of which there was a fleet of twenty or thirty in the most
prosperous days of that industry.

Retrace Your Steps

Retracing our steps we walk a short distance up the Main road and we
come to a large two story and a half house on the west side of the road,
now owned by “rs, Clementine F. Soule which at this period (1830) served
as the village tavern, Today as you enter the front doorof the living room
at your right --these words "Bar Room" which were rudely cut there a cent-
ury ago, On entering this one's attention is soon drawn to the massive up
cupboard at one sice of the room which without doubt was the huge liquor
closet of tavern days, “ot far from this house is Thanksgiving bane where
William Watkins, an Uxford scholar who took up his residence at Westport
Foint in the latter part of the eighteenth century built his house which is
still standing and in which he conducted a private school of considerable
note,

During the days of the American Revolution this small village would
often be jubject to attack if it had not been so well defended by the nar-
row harbor mouth, which is so situated that it appears to the unacguainted
as if one of its boundaries completely overlaps the other. Uften as a source
of amusement a vessel would sail out from the Point and harass a British ves-
sel for awhile and then when the captain of the former found things getting
too exciting for his comfort would slip gquicly into the harbor and out of
reach of the enemy,

Because this thing happened too often to suit the faocy of the British
they named the harbor the Devil's Pocket Hole," However, residents of the
southern end of the town never felt sure that some especially enterprising
British eaptain might not succeed in sailing his vessel near enough to the
Point to do the residents and the place some harm, ¥n response to the fear
one spring morning in 1782 Humphrey Almy a resident of Horseneck, sighted a
British vessel sailing in the direction of Westport andwith all haste ran
across the sand dunes to warn the residents of the Point of the approaching
danger . That hamlet was then located along the east and west banks of the
river, so the runner probably stopped only to warn the inhabitants of the
east bank allowing them to spread the news., He then ran directly back to
Horseneck were, exhauste' from running, he dropped dead,

Humph
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Humphrey Almy was not the only member of his family to render unus-
unal service to his town, His kinsman, William Almy in 1787 was chosen by
Westport as the moderator of Westport's first town meeting and chairman
of its first board of selectmen, tis representative to the General Court
to vote upon the ratification of the federal Constitution. Both of these
men lived at the farm at Horseneck now known as the Penjamin Cummiangs farm.

Now let us journey back to the Head of Westport and see what inter-
esting developments have been occurring there since the days of Richard
Sisson,

We find that in 1724 Benjamin Crane who made the first suthentic sur-
vey of the town of Dartmouth laid out land at the Head of Westport to "the
saw mill men,” These "saw mill men" were George Lawton, John ¥ripp and
Benjamin Waite all former residents of Portsmouth, K,1, Tripp and Waite
appear to have conducted mills on two sites, one ofi the east side and the
other on the west side of Factory road about one half mile north of the
lead of Westport, one being near the present cottom mill at the Westport
Manufacturing €ompany and the other directly opposite it. Here until 1796
Tripp and Waite ran a forge in the mill on the west side of the road and
a grist mill in the building on the east side of the road., lhen this pro-
erty was sold to William Rotch, Jr, Fifty years later Rotch sold this pro-
perty to Anthony Gifford who made hoes in the forge and had a rule factory
on the east side of the road, In 1854 Gifforcd sold the property to William
B, lrafford who erected a stone mill on the site of the forge. This mill
today the property of the Westport Manufacturing Company is known as the
"forge mill." The houses of two of these "millmen" are still standing and
are in good states of presevation, Waite's house built in 1667 according to
records in t he possession of its present owner, Frank A, Potter is located
about one fourth of a mile north of Central Village on the eastside of the
Main road some distance from the high way. Mot only is this the oldest
house to be found within the territory once included within Old lartmouth
but is probably the oldest house in southern Mass. 4t is a one story dwel-
ling 18 feet square with a low attic under the roof. The west side of the
house has a stone wall tapering with the roof and ending inthe chimney
stack. The fireplace is low and a century after the house was built was
lined with brick, The chimney jamb is a beam eighteen inches square and
the corner posts are braced and mortared, The mortar used in construct-
ing the chimney was made from a composition of oyster shells.

Away From Mill

Iripp, like his partner, Waite, chose to build his dwelling at con-
siderable distance from his mill, His house is located about two miles
south of the Head of Westport on a lane running off Drift Road, ihe
type of architecture chosen by the second "mill man" was the overhanging
gable style and is somewhat similar to the Paul Revere house in Boston,
thYough the Tripp house is the larger of the two. The present owners of
the lripp farm are the Hebert family,
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Lawton, the other "mill man," erected a saw mill on the Uifford
Road about a half a mile north of the Head of Westport, For a century
this mill was known as the "Sawton Mill," In recent times Benjamin
Cummings, Thomas J. Allen, A,1, Sisson and C.E. Brightman have been
its owners, “ts present owner is “udolph Maffenraffer of this city,

Another important change which had taken place at the Head of West-
port during these years was that portion of the Newport-Plymouth trail
which lay within the town which had been widened to meet the demands of
viBhicular traffic and gien the name of Old County Road, which it still
retains today, Over this road on April 21, 1775, rode the swift rider
dispatched by “aptain “empton of New Bedford to carry the news of the
battles of Lexington and Concord to Newport and those places lying along
the route also to order all minute men to start for Boston immediately,
Apparently the town that is old Dartmouth had its share of minute men
for the next day two regiments were on their way to boston, many of whose
members started from homes along 0l1d County Road.

Interesting Spots

This road seems to have had almost more than its share of interest-
ing spots along its borders. Probably the outstanding place of interest
is the George H, Gifford house, which stands one mile west of the Head
of Westport on the north side of the 014 County Road, at the junction of
fhis and the Main Road leading to “entral Villare, and was built in the
decade 1720-1730 by Zoeth Howland of Portsmough, This is the only house
in t own whichhas the long north roof of the early colonial type. As
originally built, the house container but two rooms, one upstairs and one
downstairs., However, from time to time various additions have been built
on, until today the house is fairly sizable with the original structure at
the southeastern end of the building, In the days of Zoeth Howland's
ownership this house was usedas a tavern and here the weary traveler jour=-
neyed by stage coachfrom Newport to New Bedford could stop for refreshmentf,
but the house won its fame not as a tavern butas a court house when George
H, Gifford was trial justice during the period from 1854-1874, 1t woudl
hardly be right totell of this house and not something of its namesake,

Mr if ford held every town office, represented his town in the leg-
islature and was justice of the peace and trial justice, At one time he
was serving his town in the offices of elerk, treasurer, collector of
taxes, overseer of the poor and a ssessor, while attending to his duties as
trial justice and acting as aucioneer at every auction held for miles
around, 1his man was widely know for his great work in the temperance cause,
So ardently did he fight the "demon rum" that he won for himself the title
of "01d lemperance War Horse,"

As we come down theroad to the village of the Head of Westport we
cone to the Howland tavern situated at the southwest corner of the 01d
County and Drift Roads just west of the present landing. This house was
built by Isaac Howland in 1801 tolbke used as a tavern. The high old fash-
joned basement on the east side of the house was for many years used as a
store both by the original owner and hsi son. This tavern too was West-
port's first post office, lts owner Isaae Howland was appointed Westport's
first postmaster in 1816,

Along the south side of the ell of this house is a piazza is a huge
stone step., This step differs from others of its kind in that it hasthree
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circular grooves on its upper side, Into thece grooves the ordinary
barrel will fit, The circumstances of each of these depressions is
pierced by a lengthwise depression about as deep as the circular ones
bu is in each case, only three or four inches long. Upon investigation
this odd doorstep proves to be the ancient stone upon which sere placed
lye barrels and from which lye leached on the days when soap was made
at the tavern,

As we leave the 'owland tavern and across the bridge at the Head of
Westport we come to the Abner Gifford house situated just east of the
bridge on the north side of the road, The chief interest in this rambe-
ing structure is that in the days of its namesake it served as Westports
courthouse from 1830 to 1845,

Directly across the road from this house was the shipyard of Thomas
Windlow, Here roughly speaking from the close of the war of 1812 till
the days of the Civil War ships were built and repaired, Lhe large ones
when finished were floated down the streams on rafts made of emply whale
oil casks,

Just at the east of the shipyard Windslow erected a substantial
dwelling house in 1818. This house is now the property of Charles B,
Brightman,

Leaving the old shipyard and continuing our way un WYFf Wolf Pit Hil1l
we come to the junction of 017 County and Pine Hill roads,., Here at the
head of the Pine Hill road stands a house bult by Charles Baker in 1792,
when that gentleman was Lut eighteen years old. Behind this house which
is still ownec by descendants of the builder, the origianal owner for
many years ran a tannery, one of the two tanneries of which Westport boast-
ed the other being situated on t he Weiner farm on South Drift road,

Not far fromt he Weingr farm lived one of the most far sighted, broad
minded and philanthropic men who ever claimed Westport as his place of
residence. We refer to Captain Paul Cuffee, whose father, a ndgro, and
whose mother an Indian were slaves owned by the Slocum family, When still
a child Paul Cuffee's father purchased the freedome of the family from the
Slocums for the sum of $140, Though Paul early received his freedome he
received only a very meagre education for in his family of ten children
of whom Faul was the youngest few luxuries were had, At the age of six-
teen Paul became a sailor and it is said that in two weeks he learned
enough about navigation to be able to command his own vessel. He made
voyages to the Gulf of Mexico, the West Indies, Yngland and Africa. Of
his many voyages the two most famous are one to Sierra Leone in 1803 and
another made to Sierra Leone and England in 1812,

On the first of these voyages he carried thirty-one emigrants to the
free British settlement of Sierra bearing the expense of the whole ex-
pedition himself which amounted to $4000, While on his way to Africa he
made port on the Scottish coast and the next edition of the Edinberg
Review commented upon the unusual occurrence that a vessel with negro
owner, captain and crew had made port in their harbor and in a later
edition commented upon the noble life and character of this negro Friend
from Westport, Massachusetts,
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o In spite of all these varied interests, Yeorge H., Gifford found
time to work upon an invention which wad dear to his heart, He finally
4 produced a machine which would turn out c arriage spokes. Up to this
time they had been split by hand, At Mr, Gifford's mill, known as the "
"Mouse Mill," dozens of carriage spokes were produced in the length of
time it had formerly taken to make one, lhese carriage spokes were im=-
mediately used by all the best coach builders in the country. So far
as we can learn Mr, Gifford is Westport's only inventor.

1t is interesting to note the variety of cases which were tried
before this justice in his colonial house, In looking over the records
which Mr. Gifford kept of the court proceedings we have found cases of
assault and battery, Sabbath violation, vagrancy, fast driving, larceny,
and cases of property owners not keeping their sidewalks clean, ‘lowever,
the most important case ever tried at this house was one where the def-
endant was found guilty of murder and held for jury trial, 7The most fre-
quent cases to come before this trial justice were those connected with
the illegal sale of intoxicating liquors,

Court lach Week

Court was held sometimes each week and sometimes for several days
each month, At such times the defendants® and the plaintiff counsels
were lavishly entertaines by the trial justice for the home of Geoge H,
Gifford was well known for its bountifully supplied table. There was,
however, one exception to this rule. All lawyacrs for the defendants in
liquor cases were fed only crackers and cheese. A memler of the family
well remembers a comical incidant in a liquor case, and the next week
argued for the defendant in another type of case, later in comparing the
food served to him on these two occasions remarked that in the future he
should be very particular not to accempt cases to defend persons charged
with the illegal sale of liquor if such cases were to be tried before
George H, Gifford,

We might go on almost indefinitely citing unusual happenings which
have transpirec at the George H. Gifford house, but let us consider
other places of interest which are located on this, the oldest road of o
our towm,

Just south of the George H, Gifford house on the north side of Qld
County Hoad standing a short distance up a lane is the Ann West house,
built in 1740, a gambel roof structurc to which an ell has been added,
The house coriginally cost something over 200L and in order to build so
fashionably a house its first owner, a seamstress, must have charged m
more than the customary sum for her work as tailoress and dressmaker or
she could never have acquired a sum sufficiently large to invest in this

dogs without licenses, breaking and entering, peddling without a license,
disturbing meetings of public worship, allowing cattle to run at large

way. #lt is said this lady often spent days and weeks in the homes of et
well-to-do relenishing and putting in order the fanily wardrobe,
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On the later voyage which came to an ed after the war of 1812 hac
began as the vessel was returning from Sierra Leone it stopped at Edg-
land and here took on a cargo of mechandise including 160 Merino sheep,
said to be the second importation of these animals to this country.
wWhen Yaptain Cuffee's vesse) was drawing near Buzzard's Bay, she was
halted a nd hoarded bya custom officer,

Tests of Cargo

After the officer had cancluded his examinaition of the cargo he
orderd the vessel to Newport because in his estimationat least part
of the cargo was contraband, Cuffee did not agree with the officer but
immediately care to Westport without further discussion. Here ht got a
certificate from the Acoaxet Meeting of Friends stating that he was a
free negro in order that he might not be apprehanded as a fugitive slave
on a trip he had suddenly determained to take, Next he prodeeded to Phil-
adelphia where he got letters of recommendationfrom prominent Friends,
From there Captain Cuffee went to Washington where he interviewed Pres-
ident Madison., At the close of the interview the President gave Capt-
ain Cuffee an order addressed to the collector of the port at Newport,
R.1 which directed the collector to detaintibhe captain's vessel no long-
er andd to restore the same and its cargo to the owner. On Ciuffee's re-
turn to Westport he wrote a letter to President Madison thanking him
for his courtesy. A copy of this letter was macde by Faul Cuffee and is
today in the collection of Pauvl Cuffee papers at the New Eedfor Public
Litrary. So far as we can see Paul Cuffee has the distinction of being
the only Westport citizen who ever wrote a letter directly to 2 United
States President although on two occasions the citizens in town meegings
have sent petitions to the President and Congress first to repeal the
Embargo Act in 1808 and second not to enact the Pansas-Nebraska Bill in
1854,

To this man Paul Cuffee, the negroes of Mass. owe an everlasting
debt of gratitude because it was through a pepgtition which he caused
to be written and circulated in 1780 and which he later forwarded to the
general Court asking for redress from over taxation that the legislature
of this commonwealth ultimately granted to the negroes of Mass, the
right to vote,

But all residents of Westport, whether black or white are indebted
for another great blessing for Paul Cuffee budklt and maintained at hds
own expense the first public schoel in town which was free alike to
both white and negro children,

In the days when Paul Cuffee was doing these things of which we have
just beenspeaking let us consider the adventures of anothe Westport cit-
izen of this period, Another member of the Richmond family named for his
great uncle Hon. Colonel Sylvester Richmond and whose home was the old
Richmond farm was passing through experiences which are interesting to us
even if they happened to prove otherwise to him, This gentlemen was a mer-
chant and shipowner who for many years acted both as captain and super-
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cargo of his own vessel, “uring the early days of the nineteenth cen-

tury when on a voyage to England he made port, at “iverpool where he

was immediately impressed into the Yritish service and put on board a war-
ship. In consequence of which he served in 1805 under Lord Nelsonat the
Battle of Trafalgar, the greatest navel battle in all history, where he
saw the British navy win a gallant victory over the navies of France and
Spai.“.

Two years later “r, Richmond was released by the British because of
the intercession of his brother-in-law a Mr, Jones of Dighton. Never=the
less Richmond's experiences as an impressed seaman where nat over,

Sometime later when saiding a brig to the British West Indies he and
his brig were taken by a British sloop-of- war. The Eritish then put an
expert captain and six sailors in charge of the brig to whom orders were
given to sail to "alifax while Richmond one of his crew and the cabin boy
were to-sasd-allowed to remain on board, While on the vovage to Ha1ifax
these three re-took the vessel and brought her safely to an American port,

To Ohio Country

One October day in the year 1788 there journecdyed from “attapoisett
along the Y1ld New Bedford and Blossom Roads a Conestoga wagon which bore
the inscription, "To the Ohio Country.” Within this wagon was the se-
cond greop of people to leave Mass, for the Northwest Territory. Among
the group were several people who were destined to play an important
part in the development of the territory. Pathsheba Rouse became a school
teacher at Belprie, in what is suppose ' to have been the first school
established for white children in the state of Ohio and later becoming
the wife of Richard Green, a leading man in public affairs, while her
sister, Cynthia Bouse, married Hon. “aul Pearing, the first delegate to
Congress from the “orthwest Territory and also for manyyears a judge of
the court. The third sister of the family married Levi Barber, who for
many years was receiver of public maneys and for two terms was a member
of Congress from his district,

Our imagination has to be exercised but littke to see the great amount
of attention this small group of travelors attracted as their prairie schoon-
er passed over these dusty roads toward the Ohio Country.

In the days of these imigrants to the Fall River and Watuppa Turn-
pike Company to build a turnpike from the line between “ass. and R,I, at
the corner of the "First great lot and the mill share of the Pocasset
purchase"™, thence "southeasternly to the Narrows on the r oad that divid-
ed Watuppa Ponds™ and then eastwardly to the town of Westport, In 1838,
the assembly voted that the erection and maintenance of a bridge across
the Narrows shbuld forever be incumbent upon the turnpike corporation.,
Previous to this the Marrows had been crossed either on stepping stones
or by fording at the wading places."
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The president of the turnpike company during almost its entire
period of existence was N.B. Borden and its secretary. James Ford,
The road which the corporation built extended from the present
Plymouth avenue, Fall River, easterly along fleasant street across the
Marrows, and along the Old Westport Road to the dwelling of “harles
“acomber in Westport. When the “ass, R.T, boundry lines were rear~-
ranged in 1862 this entire turnpike was transferred from R.I. to Mass.
§o had the distinction of being the only turnpike in New kngland ever
to be transferred in its entirety from one state to another. This
thoroughfare became a public highway in 1865, when the dommissioners
of Bristol County paid the owners $7000, of which Westport's part was
£1000,

From there we might go up and down the roads of Westport, find-
ing here and there scattered over the town many other places where
incidents have occurred which help to interpret and evaluate those g

greater scenes in the dramas of state and national history, but all these

would only impress upon us the more forcibly that while times and cus-
toms have changed, human nature had remained much the same throughout
the ages.
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FRIDAY CLUB
January 24, 1974
GUEST SPEAKER
Richard X. Hawes, Bsq.

January 24, 1974
Ladies;

Humbly I again stand before you, delighting in the honors your club
has bestowed on me. Three times 1 have been permitted to assist one of
your members, and each member has been one of my Strengths.

In 1912 Mary Tripp Hawes, in desparation, called me from the law
School to "talk" to the Friday club= and I addressed them on "The In-
fluence of Sea Power on History." Some of them smiled when I finished -
it must have beer heavy going.

About 30 years later Genevieve Chase Hawes asked me to resaue her-
and 1 wrote her a paber, mostly copied from the Naval Institute- on Loran,
which was revolutionizing coastal navigation., At this meeting, Genevieve
read the paper- which was short, anc someone remarked-'"Genevieve, that
is a fascinating sketch; tell us more abont itl"™ and Genevieve said "But
that's all T know, and all my husband knows:".

Now I come again to resdue a member, Gretchen Harwood Rogers, and in
her own home- and this time I shall not attempt erudition which is boring-
1 shall reménisce which is of no importance, and so may not be so dull,
There is no system or pban in what I have to say; it is just a few recol-
lections of the early days of Westport Harbor as a resort, as observed by
me in youth, or as told to me by my elders. Edith Hawes Barker wrote for
your club a very good history of our community, My effort is not history.

Westpprt ‘arbor as a resort was created in 1873, one hundred years
ago, by Captain Sowle, who owned most of the land east and south of Cogk-
east Pond, (cxcept the farm later owned by the Remingtons and Bassetts, -
and now serving several of our families). His wife, Phoebe, "took in board-
ers™ in their 188h century standard type farmhouse on the river's edge.

The boarders were frequently the lovers of wide beaches and f ish; few in
the early days swam, Among the early visitors was my father O.S.Hawes,
then eight years of age, with my grandfather and grandmother who drove down
for a few days-and in 1868 you did drive- a horse and buggy for speed- a
horse and surrey for a family outing,

These visitors to Captain Sowle's boarding house, and Phoebe Sowles
muf fins and pies, were mainly interested in fishing, and Captain Sowle
arrabged for the adventurous to go in a Cat Boat or rowboat out side the
harbor for the Striped Bass-considered the great prize because of size,
beauty and edibility, The Captain was a retired Whaling Captain- and had
retired upon the farm at "the Harbor™ which his wife had inherited from
the Grinnell family,



But in 1873 too many wanted to stay at "the Yarbor" too long in the
summer, and Captain James Sowle ha d part of his land surveyed into house
lots, each lot with an easement on the beach to build a boathouse "for
bathing.," It was my pleasure fifty years later to unravel this legal snarl,

The first group who purchased lots in 1873 were "0Od] Mrs, Pidelia
Durfee," Captain Reynard, also a retired Whaling Captain, William Jennings
and George Hawes, business meme, Jane “awea, a well rounded spinster and
great aunt to your speaker, and next door to her, and directly in front of
Captain Reynard's house Daniel Brown? built an identical victorian cottage,
which was acquired by the speaker's father in 1888 and into which I entered
with job for my first summer vacation, at the age of 2 weeks,

Among these early "summer settlorsf was a famous name from New York,
of all places-James Steers- whose brother George had designed and skippered
the yacht America, and who had sailed across the Atlantic with his brother
and brought back to these shores the "Queen's" later the "America's" Cup,
lle added much to the fame of our community-and he spent his latter days
pursuing the striped bass off Indian Rock on a skiff towed by his faithful
employee Captain "Tilly" Sowle of Westport Point, who came down the river
daily to serve Mr. Steers, His nephew, Henry, later built a house across
the road from his uncle's, lots now belonging to Ruth Charlton, but the
house Henry Steers built was burnt shortly after the Charlton's acquired it,
Mr. Charlton then built the beautiful stone house, designed for him by
Parker Hoover, which now stands emply, as its owneer lives in Minnesota. The
James Steers hbuse, later owned by Judge James M. Morton and ihhen by Ruth
Charlton Mitchell also stands empty,

Meanwhile the summer 1life began to enliven, and luxury, in the form of
community water, and a community bathing pavilion added to the pleasures,

My earliest recollection of any event in Westport Harbor was when at
about five years old 1 went down to our bathing beach, which was then sit-
uated at the foot of what is now Remington Avenue, and listened to the in-
dignant exclamations of my family's friends as they gathered to see the
wrecks of their separate tiny bathhouses, placed on land of Captain Sowle,
which Edward Howland, a relative of Asa Howland who owned the Howland farm
on both sides of the Harbor Road (now called Howland Road), had plastered
inside and out with thick gooey oil residue, in order to drive the "foreign=
ers'" whom he detested, off of what he claimed to be his land, After some
legal title searching it appeared he had a claim to 2/3 of the beach below
high water mark, After long negotiations through the Law Uffice of James F,
Jackson, who with Charles Buffington and Dr, Daniel Babecock had added cot-
tages on the south side of Atlantic Avenue, Edward Howland sold his claim
and deeded it to Abraham Manchester, Abe had negotiated as a native hot
adsociated with the objectionable "summer people." The summer people then
bought it from Abe,



As a result the separage shacks were burned in a grand Fourth of
July bonfire, and the new "Pavikion" was erected, I think in the sum-
mer of 1894, Life became more luxurious about this time also, as the
water system was developed to permit piping Cockeast Pond water to the
houses, which were annually increasing in numbers, as it was no longer com-
sidered healthy to have a cesspool and a dug well on an 85 foot lot,

Prior to this improvement, we had no running water, no toilets, but
subsisted as had our fathers from before the time of Cheops.

It was my morning privilege in the early nineties to take a pail in
each hand and cross Atlantic Avenue (which then boasted of no name) to
Captain Reynard's well, situated in the corner lot now belonging to Grace
Ashworth, and bring the full pails to my grandmother Hawes, who lived with
us in the summer with my grandfather who was confined to a wheel chair with
Brights disease (whatever that is)., One pail was marked "drinking" and the
other "dishes” Personal requirements were furnished by a good "woodshed,"
of five holes, separated in two parts by a partition, and gorgeously decor=
ated with Barnum & Pailey circus posters, where we kids often gathered for
friendly chats until our parents explained some of the facts of life.

Attached to the "woodshed" was the "pony-shed" where a live Welsh pony,
complete with pony cart, was kept during the summer for my pleasure., Many
a ride Ruth Babcock, Harry Woodward, Ned Borden and Margaret Bassett, among
other playmates, had in trips to Adamsville over a sandy track called a
road, where we bought several penny's worth of candy,

Abe Manchester drove his wagon, stuffed with groceries daily from
Adamsville, as did Mr. Mosher the butcher, It was fun for us kids to have the
butcher's cart draw up while we watched the carving of our mother's meat re-
quirements, amidst clouds of flies, bees and wasps. We must have been more
immune to desease in thos days; we wouldn't survive this now,

Recreation consisted of living in Westport and doing what you pleased
after the chores were done, except-except-on Sunday, when we were gathered
together, first at Captain Sowle's dance hall, for Christian worship conduct-
ed by some visiting minister, or some good rector who sacrificed his day of
communion to journey from Westport Point or Little Compton to save the souls
of the heathen "summer crowd."

Sunday was strictly observed in myyyouth; no swimming, no going out in
a boat, no games. [Even as late as 1904-05 I spent Sunday afternoon, dressed
in "Sunday clothes," reading on the Point of Rocks, I still have a photo-
graph of a bevy of girls, included among them Margaret Bassett, Ruth Babcock,
Genviene Chase and two girls from Boston whose names I can't remember, but
who boarded at Sowle's "hotel," surrounding me sitting on the Point of Rock's
while I, dressed in a "boater" (straw hat flat brim) and Sunday clothes, am
reading aloud to the girls., Can you believe it? And what did I read?
Kipling probably, calese
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Even as late as 1914.15 the Sabboth was quite sirictly observed by
some, My great aunt Ella Hawes, wife of Ceorge Hawes, who lived between
James Steers and Mr. Jennings, gave a cup to be raced for a season by
the seven one design sloops built in Bristol by various families, and
withdrew it when we held a race on a Sunday, as Saturdgy the wind had
been too hard to go off shore. Negotiations resulted, however, in an agree-
ment that the race helf on Sunday would not count, and an exira rsce would
be held over Labor Pay to make up fHor it. Don't think we didn't bave fun,'
Nobody really worried about anyting, as far as we knew,

Undtil 1913, when ! was out of Law School, there were no Federal In-
come taxes, no State income taxes until 191®, the local tax rate on Real
estabe was infinitesimal, and when you earned you kept and spent, .1 re-
call in the 1890%s, my nother giving me & 1l0O¢ piece and telling me to go
over to Sowie's wharf and buy a biue-fish-size made ne difference, You
looked into the "well"™ on eachr cat Leat tied up to the dock nud picked
out the size your mother liked, paid your 10¢ (for which the cat Loet
skipper ¢leaned it) and took it houwe in youn arms.

And speaking of Cat-uoats-; these in our early days herée were our
resort te luxury-like the Cadillac before King Peisal ceeided to keep his
own oil. they sailed down every morning in the summer from "the Point"-ar-
riving at Sowle's wharf at various times according to wind end weather, as
of course, there were no such things as motors, inboard or cutboard. Often
the wharf would be crowded with waiting suumer people, who wished to sail
to Cuttyhunk, or simply go fighing, and the wind was calm aund the tide com=
ing in, and the Cats would be all stretched out along the river. the crowd
would bte looking at their watches, as if they could do something abort it.
And if you finally got off, you might not get back until after dark, One
trip T recall in our "tecnage," when our group hired Captain Hammond's 24
foot Cat to visit Gay Head, with picnic lunches. There were scme worried
parent: on shore, as we were becalmed all night, and didn't get in upntil
Just beforve dawn, Jt was a shocking and disiressing social situation, but
our grandchildren of ioday would merely ask; "what do you mean? What was
shocking and distressing? Staving out all nighte"

Te the lovers of sailing, those Cat Loats were joyful! We had no ten-
nis courts or golf courses in the '90s. lLater we had only one tennis court,
north of the houses of my aunt, Mrs. James Euffington and of my father,
until the Accaxet Club was built in 1921, Ouz fun was in and on the water=-
daily swimming (except Sundays) sailing on "the Pond” in flat bottomed skiffs
with a center board,-eui-teard-suddet-ard-6pritenity--thase-waro-buidsd
When we were about 12 yeare cld, certain of us cstablished racing on the pond
in 4 one design 12 foot "Sharpies" with centerboard, cut=board rudder and
Spritsail. ‘These were built by Pred Tripp, who was an old skiff builder on
Main Road north of Central Village. They were skippered by their ownerse-
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Harry Woodward, Edmund Bassett, Winward Prescott and R,K.Hawes. They

were well built and were still around in the river or pond in 1938, when the
hurricane dispersecd them un river. They were, however, the start of a trad-
ition, which is still strong, as the place to safely teach yourself to

sail and to race under orders:; now there are more than a dozen sailing
skiffs on the Poncd each summer,

When we had learned our lessons on the Pond, we went to the river,
hired small Cat boats from the Point, and sailed and fished off shore, to
the great distress of our mothers, who had never sailed in their youth, and
cared little for it as recreation. By the time we entered college several
of us had cruising sloops, and our group scattered off shore for some years,
coming together again in 1913 when we acquired the seven one-design sloops
built for us in Bristol. The outbreak of world war I that year discouraged
cruising along the coast, and although we kept our little fleet active for
many years, boats changed hands, some owners entered the armed services,
and organized yachting slowed up until anodher generation and another world
war came along and brought us where we are,

And at the moment of reminiscing with you, I must admit 1 do not quite
know where we are, We may have some difficulty this year using auxiliary
motors in sailing boats, but this will, in the speaker's opinion, do the
sport some good, bringing us back to sail, laying up the gas-guzzling lux-
urious motor vachts, I am looking forward myself to watching the America’s
Cup races this year from a sail boat,

The youth and development of Westport 'arbor took place during the
generation reaching maturity in the last quarter of the 19th century: pro-
gress was steady, and the future clear, until the 1938 hurricane brought it
up to the wall; the next generation, to which these memoirs are addressed
took over, and we have improved our resort in every way, The building of
the golf club in 1919-1921 savec the community and furnished those resid-
ents, a majority of us all, with the assurance of community sport and re-
creation, not confined to water, which had no appeal for many. But I can-
not cease recalling, without order or intention, certain things which gave
an especial character to our communffy at a time when many of my present
audience was unfamiliar with our resort, or in fact did not exist,.

One was transportstion: In the early nineties, Charles Macomber caused
the barn at the top of what is now Remington Avenue, to be moved to "Acoaxet
Street" (now officially River Road) where it now resides, and furnished ex-
cellent care for the horses of the summer residents, and a stage-coach to
operate daily to Fall River, "The 3tage" left at 7 a.m, and reached the
stable on Bank Street about 10 a.m, There-weres-a-ehange~of-herses-each-way at
the leaving again at 3 P.M. , it returned to "“acomber's stable'" at 6 p.m.

i
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There was a change of horses each way at t he "half way house' on Crand-

el]l Road, It was a real experience, and your speaker rode it many times,
even sitting onthe roof of the coach with Edwin Rassett or another, when

the vehirle was crowded, Of course, our parents, whe mostly carried on
business in Fall River, could not waste time on the "stage" so each head

of family had a good horse and a light wagon which he drove to Fall River

in a little over an hour, This, however, was too much for daily trips, so
the custom was for all the bread-winners to drive off Monday mornings,

stay in Fall River Monday and Tuesday nights, return Wednesday afternoon and
back to Fall River Thursday, returning Friday night or Saturday noon as
business requirements dictated, Saturday was an important day in Town, at
least until noon; even after world war I we drove our cars to lown Saturday
morning, returning at noon in time to race off shore, or later, when the golf
club was built, to play tennis and gold,

Macomber 's stable in the 90's and early 20th century was a gathering
place each afternoon about 5:30 p.m. when all of us children gathered at
the top of the hill by the big boulder (which is still there) and waited
until Mr, Steers' coachman, Paterick, drove up in a whirl of dust and threw
out a bag of mail which he had received from Deborah or lLizzie Manchester
at Ahe Adamsville Post Office, then situated in Abraham Manchester®s store,
We kids proceeded to sort it out, and if no one claméd any of it, it was
left with Mr, Macomber. Whether it was ever claimed, whether the mail was
all delivered, we never knew and cared less. It was some years before the
U.8, Government established the summer Post Office of "Acoaxet Mass,"
which is still in existence 1 believe,

Charles Macomber was a delightful friendly person, who watched us all
grow up and in kindly interest helped to kepp us from irresponsibility,
Presiding as he did over the stable for our family horses, driving the stage,
in the early days to town, keeping an eye on the penny candy in his store,
he was an unsuspected educator in family and community loyalties, and in
consideration of others, My last reocollection of him was on September 21,
1938, when, after being washed out of my new Buick, seeing Gen and my
children driven home by Rossie Brayton, while 1 stayed "to get the car going,"”
I gave up and started to walk home by the River Road, On my way I passed a
number of friends, wet and distressed, headed for the Charlton house, while
T went over the hill, As i reached the top @ new gust of wind in the 100 mph
class carried me of f my feet, and T rolled down in front of the stable, where
Mr, Macomber was sitting in a chair. The gale was so fierce it left a calm
below the hill. Mr, Macomber said "Richard, don't try to go home, the water
is coming deep over the herring-diteh, and you®ll be swept into the river.,"
As I couldn't believe that ! walked down the road, found it to be true,
walked back past Mr. Macomber, who said "we are destroyed! Cottages are be-
ginning to floatli" So, as there was nothing else to do I walked back to
Israel Brayton's and watched Westport Harbor disintegrate-ending up at the
Charlton's house which was filled with very anxious people., Ruth Charlton
remarked later what, in our wet clothes, we had soaked the living room furni-
ture,
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It is a wonder to me how close to our homes we all lived in those
day early days. There were two trips which stand out in my mind, One, the
annual trip of my family to lunch with their close friends Teddy and Delia
Usborn., This expedition was fun for me, as my childhood playmate Beth al-
ways welcomed me, As you all know, Beth and I lived on opposite sides of
Rock Street in Fall River in our early chilchood, I distinctly remember
when T was six months old, looking out the window of my Grandmother Tripps'
house (where I lived) and seeing a gorgeous white swan dron a bundle into
the middle of the Car-Osborn cow pasture and seeing Mr, Csborn run out and
pick it up and run into his house. I told my father about this and he said
Boh, that's the little daughter he's been expecting for some time, I1°11
take you over to play with her as soon as she gets settled in, and I have
had the great pleasure of playing with her foreighty-five years,

This drive was in the "carry-all", with Betsy the brown mare doing
the work, to the Osborn's summer place on West Main Road in Little Compton,
Once, when it happened to be dead low tide in the forenoon, father drove
along the hard sand beaches. There was no road south of Coaskeast pond then,
and he went over Asa Howland's land (unlocking gates), over Second Beach
and then up the hill onto lhomas Brayton's farm, now Brayton's Point) There
I had to get out of the carriage again and open the gate, and close it, so
that Mr, Braybon's cows would not wander off, repeating the preformance on
the west. Then descending on to Quicksand Beach (which was impassible if
Quicksand Pond was full and its waters were leaching through the sand to
the ocean) and on to the south end of long Highway. Thence through the Com-
mons to West Main Road and the Osborns. The tide, of course, woudd make a
return along the Beaches impossible, so we returned via Adamsville. It was
an all day adventure, much of the time being spent by me running beside the
family vehicle, as the roads were so soft that the old mare walked most of
the way.,

Another great expedition was the summer "Straw Ride" when Steve Howland
filled a large hay-wagon with straw, hitched up a pair of horses (he tried
oxen once but it was too slow) drove at a walk over towards Compton on a
moonlight night, while we kids settled on the straw, ate candy and screamed
at our own jokes, Of course, we had a chaperone on the seat beside Mr., How-
land. T have always felt sorry for those elderly ladies, usually spinsters,
who had to guard us against iniquity, They must have been bored to death,
but at least nobody caught inicuity; even in a mild form.

As the years passed the activities became diversified, autos became
numerous, everyone seemed to go somewhere else for amusement, but the com-
munity simnly grew along the same lines-cottages stretched along the sand
dunes on the ccean front, boat houses crowded together along the river.
Some of us went to live a little way in-land, but everything centered along
the ocean until the great hurricane of 1938,

After that: a long period of vacancy, abandonment of the water front
except where banks could be strengthened against another flood, New cottages
along both River Road, Howland Road, and Brayton's Point Road provided sife
locations for old and new residents who left the ocean front for good, Life
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has changed only slightly, however, and 1 find that the yound, although
they are seldom still, do live Westport and return to it with joy.

Perhaps I should add a word about our youthful social life, Daily
we did a few chores for ourfamilies, and then gathered at the beach for the
daily swim to Elephant Rock:; we gathered again at the Hawes-Bufifinton
tennis court, we spent the evenings in somebody's house playing gaves of
all types, and once each week there was the dance, In the early years it was
crowded into the hall of the Sowle boarding house out-building at the head
of the "big"whaff, But by 1903 we had out grown it, and a group of concern-
ed parents, concerned lest we should begin to use the family cars for trips
to public dance halls, raised maney, built the Casino (note now Miller's
attractive cottage) and there, every Saturday evening we held a dance with
a five piece orchestra, and danced until midnight. The Casino also served
as a community Church, where services were conducted by any minister we
could find to help save our souls. Both the dances and the services on
Sunday were very well atteneded by all ages. Nothing can happen, however,
in Westport without a cris#s now and then, and the brown Cocker Spaniel of
Brud Buffinton afforded us some real difficulty. An especial rector from
Fall River came down one Sunday to conduct the service, and we boys who open-
ed the windows, arranged the chairs after the dance, were supposed to be
responsible for everything.

As the Rector kneeled on the little bench we had provided for him, and
entered into the reciting of the beautiful pryers from the Prayer Book, a
brown spaniel appeared on the Casino Stage, quietly walked over toward the
retor's shoes, sniffed their soles, sat down, gave a tremendous yawn and
started to scratch, The audience burst into badly suppressed giggles; the
Recotor, who had seen nothing as the dog was behind him, acpse abruptly,
said"meeting dismissed" walked by the dog and off the stage. It took a dip-
lomatic convention to irom out the problem and save our congregation from
eternal damnation.

These are some of the recollections which came off the end of my pen-
without plan or systemd each item suggesting another incident, none of them
of any importance, but together present a picture of youthful happinesss
which created the healthy immaturity that crystalized into a way of life,
Afther such a childhocd, where in our later life covld we equal the joy to
be found in Wesport Harbor? T have had the good fortumm of vacations in
Vermont, New Hampshire, Maine, Nova Scotia, the Carribean Islands, Bermuda,
England, Bavaria, Switerzerland, Greece, but it is here I learned joy, was
taubht the value of loyalty, and hope that all of us here and our descend-
ants will continue to find the strength and happiness that this little spot
beside Ocean, River and Pond, has granted us,

I thank you all,

RnKn['Ia



RICHARD K, HAWES WRITES CRAPHIC ACCOUNT OF HURRICANE
Fall River Herald News, Tuesday, ®ov.1l, 1938

Book Read To Society By Author
Eye Witness Tells How Homes Were Swept Away by Waters.,

THRET. ARE DPROWNED
Account Prepared Yo “ive Record of Catastrophe For PFuture Use,

A graphic and permanent record of the destruction wronght at Westport
Harbor Sept. 21, by a tidal wave and hurricane, was offered last night by
Richard K, Hawes, at a meeting of the Pall River Historical Society.

Mr. Hawes, an eye-witness of the disaster, recorded in detail what he
saw. Knowing the Harhor thoroughly, he was well qualified for producing
this record, The reason for this account, said Mr, Hawes in he preface, is
that it was written principally as a record for the future,

"So many stories have grown up concerning the effect at Westport Harbor
of the gale of 1815, none which can be verified by any contemporary writ-
ten accounts of tha famous storm, that this narrative supgested itself ,”
he writes,

The book is ifiustrated with views of the Harbor before and after the
catastrophe., l!louses familiar to most persons who have visited the colony
are seen in their original dignified solidity, while other pictures show them
being tossed like houses of playing cards by the angry wind and sea water.

Text of Book

The text of Mr. Hawes book "The Hurricane at Westport ‘‘arbor" follows:

Wednesday noon, Sept. 21, 1938, 1 lunched at my father's house on Roeck
Street in Fall River, The wind was then blowing approximately South by East
with noticeable velocity, roaring through the trees in the city, and small
branches were falling. We discussed at luncheon the speed of the wind, es-
timating it to be between thirty and forty miles per hour at about one o'clock
We also speculated whether this could be the West Indies hurricane whose ap-
poach along the Atlantic Coast we had watched through newspaper reports for
8everal days,

The last reports of the hurricane had given its position about 150 miles
Fast of Cape Hatteras, We remarBed that it would probably pass off the
coast, possibly leaving a sea worth watching,

No real warning of the storm or its intensitv was given, At the one 0O
clock broadcast over WJAR, the Weather Bureau reporter stated that there
would be stron winds, possibly reaching gale force, with probably heavy
rains along the coast that night. Tmmediately I called my house at West-
port Harbor and requested Gen to send Sam and Arthur, two men working on
the place, to move the rowboats from my float on the river to my boathouse
porch. The boats were found Saturday two and one-half miles up-river.,

After lunch T returned to my office, and at about three o'clock Gen tele-
phoned me that the electricity had been cut off at quarter of three, the cop-
per metal top to the North chimney had been blown away, and our mulberry tree
had been split in two. She stated that the wind was then blowing with ter-
rific force, that I ought to come down at once before the trees began to
fall, that the barometer had dropped very rapidly in the last half hour , and
that she thought the hurricane of 1924 was "child's play” compared to what
they were already experiencing.
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I left my office at twelve minutes of four and drove directly to West-
port, Second Street, South of Pleasant, was blocked off because of a fal-
ling sign or roof, and I went up Fourth Street, turning through Spring and
back on to Second, as a tree was down South of Spring Street on Fourth Str.
From these to my house I had no difficulty, as no trees at that time blocked
the road, I drove directly through Adamsville, noting that the tide appear-
ed to be high, as it just covered the marshes where the river bends in close
to the house of George Brayton, Later I was told this road was blocked off,
as there were approximately six feet of water at Beorge Brayton's entrance,

I particularly noted that the wind had reached while gale force, and that
the safest places to Adrive were through the woods, the most dangerous places
being near isolated trees, which were rapidly being uprooted and overturned,
Upon arrival at the house I immediately changed into old clothes and per-
suaded Gen, against her better judgment, cogently expressed, to drive down
to the Harbor with me and the boys to see the surf, We left the house at ap-
poximately half past four, driving South down Howland Road to the corner of
Atlantic Ave, Near the Waldo Fish house water was crossing the road about
two inches deep. The wind was screeching with a terrifying noise and the salt
spray was plastering the car so that it was aalmost impossible to see any-
thing through the windshield except the line of the road, 1 remember notic-
ing, however, as 1 turned the corner, that the ocean was extraordinarily high,
the water running between the dunes in sizable streams into Richmonds Pond,
and also running into Atlantic Avenue through all the open spaces on the
top of the sand bank,

My attention was so closely directed to driving that ! did not note care-
fully the actural conditions. Gen, on the other hand, was noting them with
positive and vociferous comments, and forcibly stated that we should turn
around, 1 continued to drive, it lging in my mind, as there was only a
little water on the road, that conditions were then no worse than I had ex-
perienced in a heavy rain, My one thought at that time was to drive down at*
lantic Avenue to the high land East of the bathing pavilion, where we coudd
get a fine view of the surf, I do not recall that the surf appeared extra-
ordinarily high, but I did note its extreme turbulence and the unusual zen-
eral height of water or tide level. This must have been at about twenty*five
minutes of five,

As I apnroached the Bast end of Atlantic Avenue, passing John Brayton's
house, T noticed that The water ahead was somewhat deeper, and that it was
somewhat deeper, and that it was running across the road back of the pavil-
ion with more depth and force than I had ever before seen it, even includ-
ing the hurricanes of 1924 and of some year in the 1890's, the exact date of
which T do not recall, Just before my car stopped running the water was cros-
sing the road ahead of me, back of the pavillon, about a foot deep. T then
felt it too late to turn around,

When my car reached a point between the cottages of Madison Welsh and Nat
Purfee the engine stopped, and Dick said, "Keep her going, Dad, keep her go-
ing." Gen said, "We're going to get out," and opened the door on the North
side of the lee. She and Dick got out, and I let Sim out, on the leeward
side, from the front seat, I noted when Gen stepped on the roadway that the
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water was kist pver tje tpi pf jer ;pw sjpes/ Gen

water was just over the top of her low shoes. Gen said she would run in to
the Dennett house and I shouted that they were not there and she had better
go to Israel Brayton's house, where she coudd get dry clothes, She then pro-
ceeded with the boys on the run across the Dennett's porch. As she reached
the porch she states that the roof of the front part of the pavillon, with
a series of crackles like a machine gun, rose in the air and folded over
backwards onto the bathing houses as if it were a hinged box cover, This
startled Sim, so they continued running, crossing the driveway between the
Dennett house and the Barker cottage, and e¢limbing up the wall back of the
Barker cottage onto the Brayton lawn, Florrie Hills said that Betty Barnes,
who was looking out of her West window, said'"Here comes Cousin Gen crawling
across the lawn on her hands and knees." Gen states that the water in the
driveway East of the Dennett house was about up to her knees,

While this was going on, I got back into the car and tried to start it;
then I tried to drive it on the battery with the clutch in, but the water
had then risen to such an e xtent that 1 could feet the car sliding sidewise
so I shut off the engine and got out and ran directly toward the Brayton
house. The water was deep and flowing at great speed East of the Dennett's,
and I worried as to whether ! would lose my footing when I went through the
terrent, This was not more than two minutes at the most after Gen had gone
through it,

When 1 climbed up on the wall at the Brayton's I notice for the first
time that the roof of the front part of the pavilion had been blown over,

I hac not seen it, because of the spray on the car while I was trying to
restart it, and I had not heard the crackling noise which had so startled
Sim because of the screeching of the wind and the splashing of the salt
spray, which struck the car horizontally on the windward side.

Upon reaching the Brayton lawn, I was blown around to the Westerly side
in the lee of the house., The wind at this time was approximately Southby
East and had increased to hurricane force. I remember remarking to someone
at the Brayton's that 1 believed it was blowing eighty miles an hour. As we
were all thoroughly soaked through from salt spray, Rossie Prayton volunteer~
ed to drive us home, and Gen, Dick and Sim went with him, but ! stayed as
1 said I had never seen snything like it and did not want to miss it. but
that I would be along in a few minutes. At that time, which was certainly not
later than a quarter of five, I had mo apprehension whatsoever of what was to
come; I only thought it wise for Gen and the boys to get home because they
were soaked through,

Cne of the interesting things which I noted all through the stom was the
warmth of the water. 1 was thoroughly soaked from my waist down, having on
only a short oilskin top, yet 1 experienced no feeling of cold or chill,
although in wet clothes until dark.

As soon as Cen left, I went out in front of the Brayton house and noted
that the water had risen apnreciably and that the navilion had begun to
move a slight distance off its foundation. Gordon Thatcher came out of his
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house with some personal effects, got into his car and drove rapidly away.
While L stood vatching the pavilion, Nat Turfee's house started Northwest,
swinging slightly in a clock-wise motion, its corner piazza posts beginning
to fall, 1 looked back at the pavilion and it had reached the road, its
secions sliding in echelon as it seemed to swing on its Northeast corner,
At that moment there was a terrific increase in the amount of wind, rain
and salt spray, and the Welsh house seemed to rise bodily in the air and
turn completely over, collapsing on the road, A moment later John Brayton's
house with solemn dignity, moved from its foundation into the middle of the
road, while my automobile was forced by the water backwards into the pond,
The water was then above the engine hood and it apparently crossed John
Brayton's tennis court the back nets of which had disappeared,

From then an all sense of time was lost, events moving so rapidly that it
is most difficult to recall at this date (six days afterwards) just what the
order of destruction was. All of the houses, however with the exception of the
Austin and the Mills houses, hac begun to move, and I recall the pavikdon, in
long sections.floating by me at the Brayton's, at a speed I should estimate
at twenty miles an hour. As the rear section of the pavilion reached a
peint Southwest from the corner of the Brayton house, the Southeast piazza
post of the Barker cottage fell outwards, that is, towards the wind, I re-
member noting with surprise that this had happened, recalling a similar
occurrence in the moving picture "The Hurricane." 1 felt for the first time
how much the scene which I was viewing was like the scene of inal destruc-
tion of the island in that picture.

The water was then nearly to the top of Israel Brayton's wall, roaring
North at great speed, and all the houses along the lowland South of the
pond were rapidly collapsing. They would float off sollapsinge--Fhoy their
foundations settle and trip, and the speed and force of the water rushing again-
st them would burst them open on their lower floors as their corners struck
the ground, The upper story would fall down on the South side and the build-
ing would settle into the water rapidly as its upper floor floated away
into the pond,

During all this time the thing that surprised me was that there were no
waves of great size, such as the long rollers which come in against a North-
east wind at the time of hurricanes whose center is off shore, It seems in
most instances the houses simply floated away and collapsed from the tur-
bulence and force of the rising water and the speed of the wind-driven short
steep waves,

I again went out in front of Israel Brayton's and laid down on the ground,
as it was not possible to stand and there was less danger from flying shingles
from the Thatcher house which was directly to windward., The wind had already
reached the highest speed I had ever experienced, but at that moment it in-
creased wat-at-that-mement-itwith a genuinely terrufying gust, and 1 noted
for the first and only time one geeat wave approaching the shore. The air
was so filled with spray and rain, driven horizontally, with flying shingles,
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tiat ekt it was very difficult to look to windward or to see very much

of what was toing on in the ocean, I recall seeiny this solid black wall

of water, which looked like an unusually large roller, coming in to the
shore with its top being blown off so that it did not curl up and break
like an ordinary wave, 1t appeared as a long black band approaching in

a world otherwise all gray mist, and it was the one moment of the storm
which startled me, I saw it first in a narrow space between the Thatcher and
the Truesdale beach cottage and I turnmed to look at £lephant Rock to es-
timate its height. All that was to be seen was alout two feet of the Elep-
hant Beek-te-estimate-i+ts head, and as this wave approached Elephant Rock
completely disappeared, I estimate the height of this wall of water to have
been about eight feet above the tpp of the rock,

Simultaneously a very marked increase of the wind occurred. I put my head
down on the ground and watched to see what ws going to happen, as the force
of the wind was so terrific I did not dare get up, The noise of the wind
rose suddenly to a frightful screech. The wave struck the Thatcheer cottage
with a burst of spray which came directly at me as if from the nozzle of a
fire hose. The Thatcher house seemed to burst apart. Part of its roof flew into
the air, and the front of the Turesdale cottage caved in and it fell fiorward,
1 do not recall seeing either of these cottages going by me, nor do I recall
anything for the next wwo or three minutes except flying shingles, screech-
ing wind, horizontal-driven spmay and roaring water.

I recall, however, noting that the general height of the water had risen
suddenly, between two and threec feet, after that great wave had approached,
and that it was then running over the top of Israel Brayton's wall,

The ma jority of the people who were still living at the Harbor and who
had been caught on the peninsula were at that time om prabout the Brayton
and Barned houses, It is @ifficult to remember at this time who all of
these people were, but 1 distincltly remember a number of them, Yf course,
Fthel Brayton was at her house when we first arrived these, as were Char-
lotte and Rossie and a group of Rossie's colleg friends who were members
of the Harvard Cross Country team. All of the Darnes family except Fred,
who was away, were at theri house, I remember the first person 1 saw after
the sitvation grew serious was Sylvia Davol, who appeared out of the mist
with her family, and I think they arrived in their car, Then Gretchen Rog-
ers and Margaret Hubbard arrived with several household employes. I do not
remember seeing Jack and Patty Barker until I reaeched the Charltion house,
Thooughout this whole period of the height of the storm I noted that no one
expressed any fear, and I never received the slightest impression of fear
from anyone 1 talked with. In the early part of the storm the attitude was
one distinctly of enjoyment of a great natural phencmenon, As the water came
up on the Brayton lawn and the houses disappeared one after another, a
feeling of concern was noticeable in references to the advisability of going
to higher land, expressed less in terms of a desire for safety than in an
intention to withdraw from encroaching water.,

There was at no time any great wave, other than that whichliroke on the
Thatcher house, ‘he approach of the water seemed to be a steady and rapid
rise in steps of six inches to a foot at a time rather than any rushing and
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breaking surf such as is customary in the ordinary storm. I believe that a
great deal of this was due to the unusual force of the wind, which blew
the tops off the breaking waves before they made up into surf of unsual
power,

When the group at the Brayton's went to the Abbott house, which was on
higher land, I walked over by Macomber's stable and as I turned the corner
of Prospect Avenue into Acoaxet Street, Charles Hawes' house began floating
away, in fairly good conditionI and the Crawford house fell forward and
collapsed on its first story, *t seemed to be badly racked and was break-
ing open on all sides, 1 did not notice any other house in that row except
the Olver S, Hawes house, which was bloating slowly Northwards with its
South side collapsing.

I then walked down the road, with the idea of going home, as T knew @en
did not know where I was, but got no further along than the Woodward's
entrance gate, where I stood with Ben Gifford watching the water roar across
the road from the pond into the river. The water on this road was rising
rapidly, and I saw a beach wagon opposite the herring-ditch house with the
water about half{ way up to its top. Beside it un a telegraph nole was a boy,
who 1 later learned was the driver, employed by the Charlton family, Ben
left me, and I went to the Woodward house, which was suprounded by water,
and assisted Mrs. Mathewson to get into an automobile standing near the gate,
The driver took the people from that house over the hill to where the other
refugees were.

Wher I looked again, the boy on the pole looked to me much like Dick jun-
ior, being dressed as I had last seen him, and 1 wondered if he had come down
with our beach wagon to get me and been surrounded, While I was in the Wood-
ward house looking for some binoculars, he disappeared, and the water had
risen over the top of the beach wagon. I learned afterwards that he jumped
from the pole into the open doorway of a barp and stayed on the seond {loor um
until the water subsided, Although the wind was still roaring overhead, its
force was little noticeable North of the high ridge by Macomber's,

Returning to the Abbott house, 1 found no one there., When I had left, the
only houses that were standing along the beach were the Austin and the Mills
houses., They then seemed in excelleni condition, although just before leav-
ing 1 had seen a wave strike the Mills house and break all over the top of it,
The house did not then, however, came in, but seemed to stand through it
without being moved at all. When I came back from the Woodward house, however,
both the Austin and the Mills houses had gone, the water had reached its high-
est point, the sea was literally raging, the wind did not seem to have sub-
sided at all, and the sight was one of utter desolation. Debris was floating
on the Brayton lawn and no trace of any houses could be secen to the West,
Rossie Brayton appeared and said that averyone was at the Charlton house, so
L went there, where we were most hospitably entertained by the Charlton em-
ployes,-- the hot coffee and the ham sandwiches which they made for us being
extremely welcome and much needed by everybody, I estimate that it was then
about a quarter of six.



As soon as I got in the house I hunted for a barometer and found one
near the front door and tapped it, lo my relief it rose .02 of an inch,
which seemed to indicate that the center of the storm was passing, The
wind, rain and spray seemed little abated, however, Ethel Prayton called
my attention to the height of the water in front of the Charlton house,
which was then breaking against the terrace, but without any dangerous
force, The Mitchell house was surrounded by water, and 1 was told that there
were three emploves in the house, which proved to be true. They remained
inthe house through the storm, the height of the water,-and rising, as they
stated, to the top of the next to the highest stair in the front hall, which
would be approximately eight feet above the first floor. Fritz later told
me the marks on the walls only show a depth of about five feet,

We were none of us aware that there was anyone in the Mills house, and we
believed that there was no one in any of the houses that we had seen washed
away. Concern was generally expressed for the fate of the people in the War-
ing and McNabb houses, for, although we conld not see clearly, it appeared
that these houses had been swept away. Belief was expressed b y me, however,
that the people in those houses had probably gone to the Mitchell house, but
this did not prove to be true,

Those of us who could find dry &lothes change into them in the Charlton
house and waited for the storm to abate. Shertly after six o'clock everyone
noted that the water level had lowered on the Charlton lawn, andbefore dark
it was again possible to see the ton of the Mitchell hadge, which gave a
definite indication of a very material and rapid decrease in the height of
the water, The sense of nervousness of the group completely disappeared,
Bveryone realized that we were greatly exhaustes and cmotionally tired, We
all sat anywhere, expressing various estimates as to how long it would be
before we could get out,

At approximately half past seven, Charles Davol came in t he door, the first
person to get through from the mainland, where, he told us, most of our re-
latives and friends were grouped in the road by the Wheeler house or in the
house itself, He said but he had come down the road with eight others, rop-
ed together, through the water, and he believed anyone who wanted toget wet
up te his waist could get out. As I knew that Gen had no idea where I was,

I horrowed a flash light and Rossie Prayton drove me over to the Woodwards

to the edge of the water flowing across the road. By dlimbing and crawling
through the water in the beam of his lights and getting wet up above my
waist, I got through without difficulty. The road was badly weshed, and great
care had to be taken with each step,

At the herring-cditch house 1 reached dry land again and walked along won-
dering why there was no one these, but discovered on turning by the big rock
near the Wilbur cottage that the water was equally deep running out of the
pond at that point, The first person I met was Paul Gifford, who asked,
"Where's Ben? I replied that he and the others were safe at the Charlton
house. He then told me that there were some people in the Mills house, and
he thought Mary Black was drowned, and they were going out to search for her.
Winston Hart picked me up in his car and drove me home, where I found that
the family had been worried as to what had been going on., They had been un-
able to see the Harbor until just before dusk, but had seen the roofs of
houses going up the pond and the river and were, naturally, anprehensive
that everything had been swept away, They said that just before dark they
thought they had seen the outlines of houses on the highest land and that
the f lashing of lights a short while before I arrived had greatly encouraged
Bofase he ioeh mette the HonuEng pinees, of Boawed R lhe sl h 1 dnd ank
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were probably all well at t he Harbor.

It is of interest to everyone who knows the ‘larbor to record for those
who were not present, or who have not been there since, the extent of the des-
truction, Every house on the waterfront from t he Point of Rocks to Brayton's
Point, was either completely swept away or damaged beyond repair, with t he
exception of the bungalow of 0.K. Hawes and the Mitchell house, which did
notleave their foundations, ‘he 0.K. Hawes house was on the highest water
front land and the Mitchell house was protected with a very heavy and well
built sea wall. It was the only brick house, and had heavy cement founda-
tions, This house, however, was gutted and swept clean of everything on
its first floor.

The Jennings and Creany boathouses and the War ing, McNabb, and Lincoln
cottapges were swept up river in splinters to the Morton Parm about two and
one-half miles, Mrs. McNabb and Miss Almy were drowned, Dwight Waring Jr.,
came ashore on the Wheeler farm on the West side of the river, t he others who
survived being carried to the Morton farm on the Fast side., The land where
these houses were and the sand dunes West of the Point of Rocks were all
swept into the river, leaving a smooth sand spit about four feet above mean
high water, The land about the Thatcher, Crawford and 0.S, Hawes houses was
very badly damaged, most of the sail being washed ont. leaving rocks and
boulders in place of former lawns, The houses in this row were not totally
destroyed but were rocked from their foundations, their first floors were
badly wrecked, and the remainder racked, probably beyond repair. All of the
houses from the Thatcher house to Howland Road were completely swept away
into the pond, a few pieces of roof or mpper stories lying on the golf links
and the land on the Bast side of the pond near the Wilbur cottage.

Mary Black, an employe in the Mills house, was drowned, and Betty Mills,
popularly known as "Wee Anne,'" twelve years old, was washed out of the house
with Mary Black, With a remarkably cool head, she saved herself by floating
away on wreckage until near the fifth green of the Acoaxet Club, where she
swam ashore and went through the bushes to the Harold Barker house. She had
had the presence of mind while on the wreckage to remove her shoes and prac-
ally all her clothing so that she would not be hampered in swimming.

Marion Waring's experience in her long drift up river in gathering
darkness, not knowing the fate of her son and the others who had been with
her, commands the sympathy and admiration of all her friends,

The fact that the temperature of both air and water was warm and that the
rain was noticeably so, having come directly from the t ropics and off the
Gulf Stream, accounted for the fact that those who went through the harrow-
ing experience of drifting suffered from neither cold nor serious chills,
The speed of the water running inland was unusual, and those who survived
reached shore in remarkably short time, considering the distance travelled,

All of the boathouses except the “athewaon house left their foundations,
my boathouse ending up just West of its sitle in the middle of River Road,
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Ralph French's boathouse, apparently little harmed, rested on Philip Wheel-
er's lawn alongside of Paul Gifford's sloop. The wreckage of the houses,
approximately ten feet above norman water level, was strewn along both
shores of the river and of the pond and remained there, a major problem of
salvage and removal,

A National Guard company took charge of the area on lhursday afternoon
and salvage operations commenced by individual efforts at once, and by co-
operatiens-eo ive effort of the Westport Harbor Improvement Trust on
Saturday morning. On Monday morning the WPA commenced the clearance of rodds,

Everyone at the Harbor, even though they have lost their Summer homes and
are without insurance, expressed themselves as thankful at the good fortune
that kept the loss of 1life so small, It was extremely fortunate that the
disaster did not occur until most of the Summer colony had left for the sea-
son. There would have been no way to have avoided an appallingly greater
loss of life in every shore community, if all the houses had been occupied,
The hurricane struck without warning and the rise of the water at its clim-
ax was extremely rapid; mo rapid, in fact, that those who were in hoases
between the ocean and the pond were trapped beyond rescue,

The wind velocity was undoubtedly in excess of 100 miles per hour., Mr.
Brigham, the Fall River meteorolegist, informed me that his recorder cannot
register mbove that figure, so he has no higher official velocity than that,
At the Winward house on Stafford Road, Tiverton, 105 miles per hour was re-
gistered, The Watch Hill R, I, Coast Guard Station recorder a velocity of
125 miles per hour.

The tide, which ordinarily rises about three and one-half feet, was pre-
dicted as high or full-sea at about 6:30 P.M. All referces to time in this
narrative acre to daylight saving time. Due to the strong and increasing
Southerly wind before noon, the tide had not fallen perceptibly at the time
of low water. The conjunction of a double new-moon tide with an onshore
wind of hurricane force created the conditions which cavsed the catastrophe.

After passing Cape Hatteras the storm center turned Northwest and moved
in-shore over Long Island, N,Y, , Traveling at the extraordinary speed of
approximately 60 miles per hour. This accounts for the wind at Westport re-
maining Southerly during the storm, and the failure of the coast to recéive
adequate warning.,

The drop in the barometer was very rapid. Sim kept note of it through
the afternoon, and stated that its lowest reading was 29,12, corrected to
sea-level,

The ocean or tide level rose about twelve feet above mean high water as
nearly as I am able to determine from careful estimates at the Mitchell house
and at the corner of Anne Chase's land near the pavilion. It was about seven
feet deep on the road near the pavilion entrance,

The edge of the water reached the North side of Atlantic “venue, in front
of the Urquhart house, which is the highest point on that road, but no de-
bris passed over the stone wall on the North side of the street. The line
of the water, clearly marked after the storm had subsided, ran Northwesterly
across Anne Chase's front lot, The line of debris reached to the North end
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of Helen Borden's house and across the Charlton lawn, at the foot of the
South terrace, Little damage was done by the wind to well constructed houses,

There were about fifty-six cottages and thirteen boat houses in the Sum~
mer colony prior to the storm, not including cottages and camps on Howland
Road or the beach at its foot, Many of the so-called beathouses are sub-
stantial cottages and carry their name by reason of their location on the
river. Thirty-éight cottages, all of substantial construction and runnin g
in the siz to twenty thousand dellar class were totally destroyed, Of these
thirty-two were simply swept away and the wreckage deposited from oneXhalf
to one mile Northward of their original locations, there being no trace of
their former positions except a few bits of cement and stone foundations,
broken and scattered along Atlantic Avenue, The strip of land South of the
pond, with its bank and sand dunes has become a smooth sand beach, the
surface of the road Leing the highest point between ocean and Pond. Twelve
of the thirteen boathouses located along River Road left their foundations
and all but three were swept up-river, from one to three miles, partly or
wholly destroyed. Five houses South of Atlantic Avenue, in the origianl
Summer cottage row, of which the house of Prescott Rogers is one, were moved
distances of thirty to two hundred feet, their ground floors badly smaashed
and the houses racked, presumably beyond repair. Fight garages disappeared,

The wreckage was left in windpows about thirty feet wide and ten feet
above normal water lcvel along the land on both sides of the pond and the
river. At the head of the pond, parts of buildings piled on each other ten
feet high, Portiions of the Mills, Kerr and Ryder homes were left on the
golf links near the eighth tee. The second floor of the Dennett house rested
North of the John Wilbur place, having floated up the pond and over the road,
The main road was gutte” near the herring-ditch,impassable until repaired
the next day, The pond was filled with wreckage, large portions of homes
appearing above the surface as the waters subsided. Spray was blown far
inland by the breat force of the gale, traces of salt being clearly seen on
trecs six or seven miles from the shore.

Both lighships drifted Northward fr om their stations, Hen and Chickens
appearing to be between the reef and Old Codk. Their lights, however, showed
when the weather cleared about ten ofclock that night. The sea was smooth
on Thursday mornig, with a clear sky and moderate Westerly breeze, The storm
passed even more quickly than it came.
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Sunday Stardzrd-Times New pedferd, Mass., Aug. 15, 1948
UNIWE ARCHITECTURE ADDS TO CHARM OF WESTPORT HOME
KIRBY HOUSE HUILT IN 1793

On the Drift Read, near the Head of Westpert stends the architectural
symbel ef a life's dream. A granitef house, frented by a coelunmed port-
ico eof weed is set well back frem the highway; this residence was the
"end eof the rzinbew" ke Stephen Hewland,

About 1793, Captain Hewland retired frem a life ef seafaring. Arch-
itecturally, America still was yeunz and presumably had preduced few dwei-
lings ef the type which the mariner envisiened fre himself. Fer he had
definite ideas abeut the heuse in which he chese te spend the remainder
of his life, and the present structure is just as he erdered it,

As an l&th Century mariamer, Captain Hewlsnd was s werld traveler; it
would be mest interesting te discever where he first saw the architecture
which he chese fer his ewn dwelling, Altheugh the riddle is unfertunately
unanswerable, it seems likely that its influence came frem abread, pessibly
frem England, er even Spain,

Accerding te legend, he spent his entire savings en the preject; 40,000
te build the heuse, and $11,000 te construct the wall ef cut stene abeut it.
His meney pan eut, end the wall was net quite cempleted as he had planned,
Even mere unfertunate, the ill-fated mariner died five years later ef tub-
erculesis, leaving his widew with a charming heuse which nevertheless was
a "white elephant" since she had ne momney.

Just seuth of the house, the daily stage frem Adamsville and Previdence
ferded the river enreute teo New Bedferd. Mrs Hewland teek advantage of
this shere~line traffic and eperated the heuse as & taverm fer a few years.
Abeut 1800, Elnathan Brewmell purchased the residence Ifrem Captain Hewlands
widew; it was seld by him a few years later te a Captaim Cemiskey and then
became Kirby preperty, which it is teday,

Seventy-eight years age, Aldert &, Kirby acquired the heuse; since his
mother was a Brewmell the preverty technically had been in the femily even
even befere that, Mr, Kirby's sen, the late Wilfred 5. Kirby, ebtained thke
preperty, keepinz the family ewnership unbreken, amd Mrs. Kirky and her sem,
Albert, are the current residents and ewners,

Planted a century wf se age, 19 lefty pines fremed an avenue te the fremnt
entrance until recent years; the hurricane upreeted every ene ef them,

But the heuse remains, a study ingeemetric grace, and a mest umusual archi-
tectural gem in New Englend setting,

Captain Hewland censtructed the walls ef his heme ef cut and fitted
stene, appreximately 1# imches thick. The huge blecks were hauled by exen
frem the Stephen Kirby residence near the Indian Burial Greund, Raising
them inte pesitien must have been an engineering feat ef consequence,

The structure has twe fleers; trisle-thickmess fleering, with cement as
the emnter layer, separates the first and secend fleers, an umusual feature
which pessibly saved the house when its west living reem was swept by fire
in 1945, Dewnstaris, there sre fleur reems, twe living reoms and a dining
reem and onc bedreom, Upstairs there are feur bedreoms and a maid's reem,

Altheugh the Kirbys retain ne servents, their home, in the manner of
heuses ef its peried, was built te include living quarters fer demestics.,
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Recalling the fire, Mrs., Kirby said it left the new-handseme west livimng
reom "a shambles." Starting inthe chimney area, the blaze was checked in
what might have been & disastreus ceurse when it encountered Wweth a fire
step and the unmusual firepewrl constructien ef the fleering between the twe
steries, This layer ef cencrete, between lewer ceiling and upper fleer, be—
lieved a mest unique feature fer the 18th Centumy, served its purpese,

It alse aids seundprecfing, ef ceurse, but gave elect®icians "a terible
time" when the heouse was wired.

The frent deer, huge and peneled, is a cellecter's item in itself, Of
mammeth size withsquareblecked design, it bears a delicately-teecled brass
knecker which has areused the mdmirstien ef many vi¥isters. Omn the inter-
ier ef meny the deor is & cumberseme, but very effectivehand-made leck,
erncased in a spacieus black-iren bex; it shews ne effect of sll the years
passed since its mamufacture, Other delicately-censtructed lecks en the
doers upstairs are even mere interesting; ef brass, they turn with a kwmed
en ene side, but 1ift up a sprimg latch en the ether.

The dwelling had a basement kitchem erigimally, and a brick even and a
seceondary even Ter smeking meats,still exist. lrs. Kirby hepes te Eestere
the cellar, which has been semewhat changed in lster years thrsugh medern-
izatien, Rumning the full lemngth of the heuse, its wslls are of cut field
stene, ence plastered.

First-fleer ceilings are 1) feet kigh; en the secend fleer, enly 7 feel.
Reef eof the dwelling is gently pitched gand enly windews piercing the
second-Tleer bedreem windews are shallew rectangles er squalbt iseceles
triangles, sdding te the unusal exterier appearance,

There are ne exvosed beams, except in the attic peak, where womden-peg
constructien may be okserved; sbsence eof the mmpesed beams, feund in many
heuses eof later date, presumably may ke explained because the Kirby resi-
dence was built in very cestly manner., Certainly it was much mere exp@nsive
te plaster in these days than te leave the beams expesed,

Interier ef the heuse gains much frem chima and furnishings which are
of equal age, many ef them having been im this residence threugheut much
ef its histery. In the west living reom staundw a magnificent and ancient
grandfather cleck; acress the reem, handseme eld chins leands a teuch ef
distinctive grace, In the center eof the ceiling the white-painted irem
heok remaing where the central chandelier ence was suspended,

A Terry cleck, a hand-painted mirrer, screlled gilt frames, a black
walnul table-~ such ebjects as these, tasteful and having sympathetic an-
tiguity in their apeesarance--cemplement the builtin charm of lefty ceilings,
interier weeden shutters, an immense, paneled frent deer and similar feat-
ures, Unstairs, a faucet prejects frem the wall ef eme of the bedreoms,

originally used te ebtain seft water frem zraimbarrel eathe reef. liain
water supply still is frem the faithful B85-feot well, which never has gene
_éyy in_its leng histery.
View fPem the secend-stery windews is purely pasteral, emhanced by the
skave of the windews themselves, On the seuth, the river, green marshes,
and genereus trees stretch peacefully te the herizen; en the nerth lies
the Head eof Westpert, and ence, a busy shipyard side, In ample setting ef
6 acres, the heuse lies bounded by river and read,



Like mein

Like miniature battlements ef o medieval castle, the upemded, care-
fully-cut stenes ef the estate's wall surreund the heuse and a great
parn te the west ef the residence. This latter Building is ef the same
mossave steme structure, It is particularly remarkable te discover that
these square-cut blecks ef granite, seme ef them 15 feet lemg, were
quarried frem a sinzle ledge.

Under the ewnership ef Stephhn Hewland's widew, the heuse became the
n0ld Stone Heuse Taveram," TIts site, unchanged teday, was them en the
edge of the liestpert "high read," The read them Tan te the east ef the
dwelling, rather tham te the west as it dees new; with the gradual in-
crease in highway traffic, the central reads were meved inland te elimin-
ate the number ef ferdings which the coastline read required.,

Leng years age, the river bank te the east ef the house was terraced,
and blecks ef stene were set inte the grassy terraces fer gteps; these
remsin teday, half-hidden inthe lusk grassy grewth.

nyje leve it," Mrs. Kirby pemarked, "perhaps even mere than its erigianl
evners." With age, it has come te be mere than a heuse, certainly; it is
much mere a way ef life and a symbel ef American qualities which happily
remain., A small phete of the heuse in a matienal magezine recently
brought numereus letters, amemg them enefrem a Nerth Carelina cerrespond-
ent curieus te learn details and erigin ef the uniquely-designed residence.

The srecisely-placed walls, sel shallewly im the greund, were " pinned"
with carefully-shaped stene wedges and mertared en the seams, At the gates,
pyramidal "Dutch caps" ence surmeunted the feur gate pests; the main gate
caps remaim, but eme is geme frem the west entramce, and it is reputedly
in Rhede Island. It was remeved frem the Kirey residence seme time age by
an unknewn vandagl er seurvenir hunter.

Ter mere tham 20 years, doga--dachshunds and Great Danes particularly--
have been Mrs, Kirby's pets. They gembel em the wide perch, Temp aleng
what emce comprised river-side terraces and even dig umfeelingly im Mrs.
Kirby's flewer garden, But she doesn't mimd much really, fer the entire
atmegphere of the househeld within these carefully-laid walls is ef the
type Stephen Hewland geught and prebably never had.,

These days, there 1s peace, well-being and abeve all, a great affectiean
fer a venersble heme,
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Frem: "Histery ef Bristel Ceunty 1883

"At a Tewn meeting held en Men, the 7th day eof April, 1788,

"14, The Article was taeken up respecting the building ef a Tewn

_Heuse er net, and it passed in the Affirmative. Nextly it was
lletiened te cheese a Cemnittee te leek and enquire fer the best
accemmedatiens fer a wlace te set it and te make repertthereef
te the next Tewn Meeting. Alse avete was called hew many the Cem
mittee sheuld censist ef, and it wasveted te have three upen the
committee, And Wm, Almy, Wessen Kirby, and Edward Berden were
Neminated te be ef the Cem, and they were Chesen and were te make
pepert ef their deings te the next tewn meeting,

"15, The Article was taken up Respecting the Regulatien ef

"Lastly the meeting was adjeurned te the secend Men, ef May
next fellewing te meet at the same heuse at ten ef the Cleck.A.M."

"Agreeable te an adjeurmment ef the meeting ef the 7th ef April
last past that was adjeurned te this day and heuse (vix.) te the
Z2nd Men,. ef May, 1788 at 10 e'cleck A,M, at the Heuse ef Jeseph
Gifferd,

"A further preceeding upen the article respecting the Building
of a Tewn Heuse, and it was mekiened that the cemmittee, which was
chesen fer the purpese ef enquiring fer the best accemmedatiens fer
a ploce te erect the Tewn Heuse sheuld be called upemn, reperted that
at Stephen Kirby's, Nerthwest cermer ef his Land a jeining the
read, was the best place; and thetewn te receive ef the said Stephmn
Kirby feur reds ef land each way,-- that ias, Sixteen Square Reds,
upen the cenditien ef his being exempted frem paying his prepertien
of the expense ef building said Tewn heuse.

"Veted that the Tewn heuse be erected at the place abeve mentien-
ed en the said conditien with Stephen Kirby.

"entiened that a Cemmittee be chesen fer the purpese ef building
said heuse and Geerge Lawten, Wessen Kirby, and William Hicks were
chesen,

"Veted that the Cem. be impewered te cenduct as they think preper,
in preparing Materials fer said heuse, and in U he methed and erder
of erecting it, having regard te the manner ef ding ef it, se that
the inhabitants ef sald tewn, in things they receive ef them, may
be as justly prepertiemed, accerding te the circumstances ef the Tewn,
and appralzed by the said cemmittee in as near an ecquality as they
can ceme abt it; alse veted that the committee be impewered, if in
case the aferesaid quantity ef land sheuld net ke eneugh fer the ase
of said tewn fer the purpese ef a Tewn heuse Let (in their epinien),
that they purchase as much mere as will be sufficient,

"At a Tewn-meeging held Aug, 2, 1788, acting en the fellewing art-
icle ef the warramt, vix; lst. Te take inte censideratien the exped-
gence ef recensidering the fermer vete ef said Tewn mespecting the
place of building a Tewn Heuse, and if theught preper by said tewn,
te agree en a mere suitable place fer the abeve said purpese, eor



or otherwise, of the town te nct and de what shall be theught a

place for btuilding s Tewn-heuse mest preper reswmecting said building.

"The matter respecting a place fer building a Tewn-heuse was taken
up and a vete was called whether the Tewn weuld recensider o fer-
mer vote (which was for erectinzanid heuse at the Nerthwest cerner
of Stevhen Kirby's land) or net, and it passed in the @ffirmative,

"Tote was called whether said heuse should be erected at Stephen
Rirby's Seuthwest cormer ef his land, er ot the Nerthwest corner of
Wm, Cifferd's Land, and it passed te have it erected at Wm, Gifferd's,

"Toted that the Cormittee first chesen for building said heuse,
viz., Cavt, Wm, Hicks, Weeson Kirby, ond Gee, Lawten, be further
impewered te proceed there in agreeanble to the last vete fer said
house, and accerding te the former instruetien,

At & tewn-meeting helf at the house of VWessen Kirby, Sept, 6,1788,
o vete waa enlled whether the Tewn weuld recensider the fermer vote
passed for building e Tewn Heuse st the Nerthwest cermer of Wm, Gif-
ford's and or net, and it passed in the negative not te recensidcr=
ing of it, .

"Voted that the Uem, fer building said Tevm Heune, viz, Capt. Wm
Hicks, Wessen Kirby, and Ges, Lawten, be further instructed te pre-
ceed in Wuilding said house, se far aa ho inclese it Cenvenient and
Sufficient for helding the next Annual Tewn Meeting in March er Ap ril
1789, if pessibhle,

"At a tevm, meeting helf at the heuse of Wessen Kirby en Menday,
Oct, 13. 1728

"Totad for the tewn to mirchase twe Feds ecch way ef land of
Ichabed Petter in the Seutheast corner ef his heme farm, and give
him Six Dellars for the sane.

"Veted to reconsider the fermor vete of maild Tewn fer milding a
Town Meuse at the Northwest cerner of Wm, Gifferd's end te build
it at snid Seutheast corner of Ichabed Potter?'s sidnland,

"Teoted that the Gem, chesen for building saill heuse be directed
te tuild it at this place, agreeable te the fermer instructiens,

"The tewn-house was accerdingly built at the last-named place,
and was do far cempleted that o tewn-meeting wes held therein fer
the first time en the sixth day ef April, 1789, This house is the
one new in uae by the tewn, The cemmittee were pald fer their ser-
viee and attendance in Wuilding the ot the rate of 3/ per day each
The workmen were paid 4/ wer day easch, The timber and plank, which
was mostly eak, was purchased ef 25 diffeent persens, and ten other
persens furnished shingles in quantities of frem 250 te 519 shing-
les; and the nnils, which were made by hand, were furnished by sev-
eral different persens, The tetal expense of the hesse for mater-
ials and laber, se far as finished te Mgy 13, 1789, was L30 1/5d,"

Standord Tines Sept. 30, 1961

Has n picture of the Buillding on Hix Bridsge hd,
"ot many in VWestpert remember that this ancient building,
now bullt inte tht tewn borns an Handys Hill ence steed in Central
Village Behind the old tewn hall, Seme ef the earliest tewn meet-
inms mey have been held Iln it,




DEED TO WESTPOKT
June 13, 1978

Fellewing is the eriginal deed frem the Indians te white men¥
fer Westpert and adjeining lands, We have printe& excerpts
befere but this is the entire intrument which is en recerd at
the Library ef Cengress in Washingten.

1654 -~ A Deed appeinted te be Hecerded,

New Plymeuth, Nevember 29th 1652, Knew allmen by these
Presents that I Wesemequin & Wamsutta my Sen heving seld unte
William Bradferd Captain Standish, Themas Seuthwerth, Jehn
Winslew, Jehn Ceeke & their aeseciates, the Purchasers er Old
Cemers, all the Tract er Tracts ef land lying three miles east=
ward frem a River called Cushenagg te a certain Harbeur called
Aceaksett te a Flat Reck en the Westward side ef the said Har-
Pour and whereas thesaid Harbeur divideth itself inte several
dranches, the westermest arm te be the Beund, and all the Tract
er Tracts ef land frem the said Westermest Arym te the said
River ef Cushenagg, Three Miles Eastward ef the same, with all
the prefits & benefits within the said Trect with all the kivers,
Creeks, Meadews, Necks, and Island that lie in er befere the same,
and frem the Sea upwerd tege se high that the English may net
be anneyed by the Bmnéing ef the Indians, in any sert ef their
Cattle, and I Wesemequim & Wamsutta de premise te remeve all In-
dians within a year frem the date hereef that de live in the
said tract, and we, the said Wesemequein & Wamsutta have fully
Bargained and Seld unte the aferesaid Mr. William Bradferd,
Capbtain Standish, Themas Seuthwerth, Jehn Windlew, Jehn Ceeke
and the rest ef the assecdates the purchasers er Old Cemers te
have and te held fer them and their heirs & assigns ferever, and
in censideratien hereef we the abeve mentiened, are te pay te
the said Wesemequin & Wamsutta as felleweth, Thitty yards ef
cleth, eight lieese skins, fisteen axes, fifteen hees, fifteen
pair ef breeches, twe kettles, ene cleck, 2 peunds ($8) in
wampum, eight pair ef steckings, eight pair shees, ene iwen pet,
and ten shillings in anether cemmedity, and in witness hereef
we have interchangeably set eur hands the day and year abeve
written, in the presence ef

Jenathan Shaw Jehn Leekeyinslew
Samuel Redy Jehn Ceeke
Wamsutta XX His mark



Name Won't Let Street Forget Sin StandardfTImes Jan., 24, 1981

David Kogut startec wondering how Sodom Road got its name after his

first visit to Westport,
By David H, Kogut Standard Times Staff Writer

WESTPORT There i$ is, winding its peaceful way between American
Legion Highway and Adamsville Road: a four-mile stretch of pavement
with the intriguing name "Sodom Road."

Who could dream up a name like that?

It's good for thought. Was there a realter some time back with a
cruet sense of humer?

Or was the name prompted by some marsh with a sulfurous odor of swamp
gas? Sulfur made up much of the "fire and brimstone" the Bible says des-
troyed Sodom and Gomorrah and several of the licentious communities,

The surprising and most likely explanation comes from a spicy chapter
in local lore, Sodom Road drew its name from Quaker disapproval of past
times at two houses inthat neighborhood, called "Sodom" and "Gororrah,”

They "were two establishments of some kind,”™ said Attorney Richard
Paull of 1853 Main Road.

Housing Authority member “ary % Medeiros remembers hearing stories from
old-timefrs #bht Sodom and Gomorrah sheltered a certain kind of lady.

"] don t know they were that," Epull said, But whatever they were, the
two houses "caused the eyeborws of some serate Quakers tolbe raised,”.

The Road to Docdom and Gomorrah"™ or just Sodom Road first turned up
under that name in a 1915 town street record., Paul said the road itself
predates the American Revolution,

He heard the story form FEdward L, Macomber, town clegk from 1898 until
YHEL/Hewe/in/ his death in 1951, Macombter was told the take by his father,
town clerk from 1850 to 1898,

Paull said the two dens of iniquity probably stood in the late 19th
century. "Unlike the city, 1 really don't think these establishments would
be permitted lone" in Westport.

Residents of the houses took to feuding, Mrs, Medeiores said, and eigh-
er Sodom burned down Gomorrah or the other way around, lhe exact site is
uncertain, but, supposedly, a cluster of lilacs marks the spot.

Sodom Road, just to put a surprising fillip on the story, is not the
only road in town to draw its name frowm a sinful past, A number of long-
time Westport hands say a part of Gifford Road is still dubbed "Beulah's
Road,"

Beulah too "depended on the kindness of strangers,”

"Unfortunately, the virtuous ones aren't remembered," said Paull,




Taken from -- ™A Love Letter to Adamsville™ DBy Bertrand L, Shurtleff
Providence Sunday Journal Sept, 27, 1853

There are two stories about the origin of the name of our village.
Characteristically, they are offered by the rival business clans.

Marion (Gray) Hart, daughter of James Gray and sister of Herman, who
operated the store for the third generation, had heard through her
family that John Adams, second ‘res, of the United States, visited the
home of Samuel Church, who built the Gray store in 1788, Lhe home, now
occupied by the Lloyd family, stands next to the Gray store, ‘% was
being built in 1815 during the Great Sept. Lale, and part of the frame
was blown down, She was told the village was name because of his visit,

Uncle Abe told me that he had another version of the naming from his
great uncle, Bben Church, The land inthe vicinity of the village was
owned largely by Giffords, which gave the community the name of Giffords=-
ville, But there were three mills then, all owned by the Tlabers: the pre=
sent gristmill, the carding mell up Crandall Road, which was in ruins
in my boyhood, and a tanning méll just behind the small store now operat-
ed by Sylvia opposite where the paint shop stood. They and their friends
called the village Taber's Mills,

The post office had been operated under the name of Little Compton
since it was established in 1804, Bu the Commons, the village in the cen-
ter of the town, took over that name, which necessitated the choice of a
definite name for our area.

Feeling ran high. Arguments around the stores held over and grew worse,
Purtisans of one faction hid behind stone walls and threw over-ripe eggs
at ardent supporters of the other, Fists flew, Heads were cracked,

Fben Church, owner of the store now operating under the name of abra-
ham Manchester, decides the:e were unseemlygoings on for a community
where the Quakers faith vied with the Free Will baptist, He accordingly
tapped a keg of good Jamaica rum, then a ‘common staple in the village
store, and invited everybordy of both factions to the store one evening
to decide upon a name, when the dipper had passed several times and the
powerful rum had warmed the cockles of every heart, Eben made this pitch,

"Gentlemen,"™ he said, his tongue in his cheek at having to use the term
for some of his backward debters, "we all knew that his year, 1847, we
must decide upon a name for this village, or lose our Post Office,

"We all know that two names have been suggested and supported, we all
know that feeling funs high. If we call it Taber's Mills, the Giffords
and all their friends will be effended. If we name if Giffoddsville, the
Tabers will never forgive us, But we must have a name, lhe Post Uffice
Dept, at Washington insists that we decide at once ar get our miil de-
livered and post our letters clear over at the Commonds, five miles away,

"Now, I have gathered you together to suggest a compromise, Since half
the village is bonnd to be disgruntled with either name, I suggest that we
discard both and name it Adamsville for John Adams, the first President of
the United States from New England,”




So it seems that our viallage, which passed almost a hundred years fol-
lowing that incident without the sale of intoxicants with its borders,
was name when everybody was pleasantly mulled with hot rum, 1s it any
wonder that our lone package store is still referred to y the older
villagers as "the rum shop?™

You can well believe that the guestion of obtaining a license was
a bitterly fought subject and even today some of the villagers main-
tain that the sale is largely to people in neighboring ™assachusetts
who come to evade their state liguer tax,

b




Frem Westpert Wanderins By Herb @gﬁal?s '

The Westpert Mill Pend (dend )

The Westpert Mill Pend that the tewn is seeking te have
returneddte it By Fall River has interested the Vest pert
Histerical Seciety as well as the Hiver Imprevement cem-
mittee.

The imprevement cemmitiee wishes te rebuild the 45-acre
site se fish again may spawn in its water®, The pend wast
dry in 1934 when a dam reuptured. Since that time, Fall
River teek ever and has been paying Westpert 1,400 a year
in taxes fer the acreage. Westpert weuld give the city
reparian rights if the meve materializes.

The histerical seciety hepes the tewn gains centrel ef
the firea which is between Grifferd and Heed heads, The
Seciety weuld like te pecenstruct twe eld mills en the site
and eventually turn the area inte an histerical dbtractien,

PARLED Wegstpert Wanderings (ne date)

Rumers te the centrary, the Westpert Histerical Seciety
has net taken any actientteward recenstructing a ceuple ef
old mills en acreage surreunding Mill Pend, Thé tewn hepes
te get them frem Fall River te make a spawing place fer fish,

lrs. Themas K. Perter, pmesident ef the seciety , sald a
preject of that nature weuld require mucl mere meney than
the seciety, at present, ceuld afferd, She said the seciety
had 1 een teld the land weuld be availakle if returned te the
teown, Hewever, she added, 8 suggestien referring te the mills
was tabled witheut actien,

Westpert Wanderings by Margaret A, Charig
March 31, 1974

Article 30 asks te mutherize the gelectmen te enter inte a

leng-term agreement te-emberwith Fall River te restere the eld

1ill Pend eff Gifferd Read, Fall Kiver, te retain tthe water
rights, In exchenge ef apying taxes en that preperty.
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Bvening Standard
THursday Bvening, June 18, 1863

Arrival of Captured Officers.-- A Gunboat in “hase of the Florida, Capt. William
Lewis, lat8 of bark Lafayette, of this port, captured by the “1abama, with
Messrs. Cottle and Imson, his first and third mates, arrived in this city this
morning. Lhey came to New York in British brig Mary Gooding, which left fer-
nanbtico on 21st May, with 100 passengers, including the officers and crews of
bark Lafayette, brig Kate Cory, of Westpert, and several other confederate prizes,
They arrived at New York yesterday afterneon, Capt. Blanders, of the Kate Cory,
came to Fall River steamboat, and has gone to Westport.

Capt, Lewis states that at the time of his capture the Alabama, Flerida,
Virginia, Lapwing (an armed prize carrying 9 guns,) and “larence, which recently
turned up off the coast of Virginia, were cruising between Fernando de Noronha
and the main land, making it impossible for any vessel to pass. The Clarence
was alse a prize, caplured in that vicinity. The Florida afterwards came to Fer=—
nando, but was ordered to leave in 24 hours. She then went tc Pernambuco, where
she remained four days, and received coat, but could nte make needed repairs.

On the 21st, the day the “ary Yoding sailed, U,S. gunboat Mohican arrived at
Pernambuce, and learning that the Florida was anchored at an island 14 leagues
down the coast towards Bahia, immediately started in putsuit. The Alabama and
Virginia were then at Bahia, and the Lapwing was cruising. The Alabama had landed
80 men at Bahia. Capt, Lewis reports the Virginia to be iren-clad, The Florida is
a faster vessel than the Alabama, but not so strony Bakk Nye, of this port, was
cantured of f Hahia,

Cant. Lewis complains of harsh and overbearing treatment and extortionate
charges on the part of Adamson, United States consul at Pernmamuco. He kept all
the sailers in prison until the vessel was r eady to take thenm to New York,

Capt. Lewis endeavored in vain to get a copy of his protest, Adamson stating that
he was in to much of a hurry, when the fact was that the paper had already been
copied by a clerk,

le also states that Capt. Lambert, late of schoener Kingfisher, of Fairhaven,
which was captured, acted as pilot of the Alabama, and for a time as mate of the
Louisa Hatch, one of the prizes, subsequently burned, also that his daily wallk
and conversation at Pernambuce were sadly at variance with his professions at
home. His character was perfectly understood by the shipmasters there, who would
hold no communication whatever with him.

gapt, Lambert has arrived in Pairhaven, While in New York, on his way homne,
he published the following "card of thanks" in the Edress, the animus of which
will be readily perceived, We see no reason why he should not have remained in
such agreeable company, We are informed that many of his townspeepd- men are in-
dignant at his evident sympathy with the pirates.

———

The Kingfisher, on 23d of March, --- boarded and taken possessicn of Ly the
steamer Alabama ----Cpt. “emmes---burned.etc.etc.

June 19, 1863

Return of Captured Seamen.-- The crews of bark Lafayette, brig Kate Cory and
schooner Kingfisher, with several men from ship Oneida, arrived in this city
this morning. Mr. Look, secend mate of the Lafayette, and six of the crew, being
without money, were furnished with free passage from MNew York to New Bedford
!!i well cared for by Capt, “rown, of steamer Metropolis, for which they re-
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LETTER FROM HALL'S HILL
Hall's Hill, Virginia, Jan 27th 1862
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1 never have thought se small a target could be hit eften, but the trunk ef
this tree had suffered seo that they ceme within three er four inches ef the
centre, and that tee witheut many trials, 1 should judge, Seme weeks age
there was another pattery en this side, that threw on a hill some twe miles
pbeyond, shet and shall, which caused the immediate disappearance of the rebels
there cengrgatien, and they have not been seen there since.

1 have several memontes, ene for yeu if you care fer it, censisting ef
a cane cut frem ene of the rebel picket stands, and I have a flewer, alse,
which ene of the privtes presented me, which I will pass eover te you., 1
am in haste, as 1 take the beat fer Fert Menree immediatelye.

Yourse. W.B.S.



The Evening Standard, New Bedferd, May 10, 1860

BY TELEGRAPH

Rrem Pernambuce--Less ef Bark United States, of Westpert.
Bosteon May 10.

bark lnman, from Pernambuce l6th ult., has arrived. She reperts ne arrivals
at Pernambuce,

The Inman has en beard Capt. Weedward, the efficersand nine of the crew,
and five ladies and three male passengers, taken from the whaling bark United
States, of Westport, by ship Moses Wheeler, and transferred te the Inman., The
United States was beund heme with 550 bbls, sperm eil.

May 11th MARINH INTBELLIGENCE
Port of New Bedfoerd

Bark United States, (of Westport) Weodward, left St. Helena Mch 10th for this
port, April 4th, lat 7 40 N, len 38 30 W. teook N R trades with heavy sgualls
and from that time te the 28th, the bark leaked frem 1000 te 1300 streokes per
24 hours; rigged stages and caulked her as much as ceuld get at, but found
that the leak ceninued as befere, Apl 28th, lat 35 40 N, len 72 30 W. exper-
jenced a strong S E gale, and at 2 P M, have te under clese reefed tepsails;
at 7 P M teok in main topsail and hove te under main spencer and topmast stay-
sail amd-heve-4& the wind blowing a heavy gdde from E; April 29th, at 8 A i,
wind N N E were to E, and lest staysail and spencer; it new blowing a hurricane,
the ship leaking 180 te 300 strokes per hour, but at neon kept ene pump constant=
ly going; lest waist and starbeard beats; at 6 PM sprung the rudder; feund
a leak on the larbeard bew, under the forecastle; filled 30 bbls water en the
guarker to tip the leak out; found anether on the starbeard side abaft the fere
chains, 5 feet under water; set the passengers, five of them ladies, te picking
eakum, and the crew caulking and battening, and kept the bark free during the
night, the sea censtantly washing ever her; 30th, lest the main teopsail and jib,
both being furled; alse larboard beat and seme ef the bulwarks, binnacle, stove
the galley and hurricane heuse. At 6 p™ the leak on the starbeard side increased
fearfully, and in 20 minutes gained three feet on the pumps; succeeded in wear-
ing ship and freeagain freeing her; through the night had heavy squalls and much
rain; May 1lst, at daylight the wind hawled te SE and moderated; made sail te
steady her, but lest the rudder, and the ship became unmanageable, relling heavid
1y and the leak increasing; at 10 AM saw twe sails--a brig heading te the NW,
and a ship on the wind steering S; made a signal eof distreee, and the ship,
after passing us, saw it and came te our assistance; she preved te be the Meses
Wheeler, Capt Whitman, from New Yerk fer Valparaise; “apt W premised te keep by
until the weather mederated se as te render assistance, it being then tee reugh
te lewer a beat; at 1 PM, the wind increased again, and fearing te risk the pres-
ent oppertunity, launced a baet and made a trial trip to the ship te see if a
boat could live teo return; we did réturn in safety and cemmenced transferring
our passengers--succeeded in getting them all en board the ship safely in two
trips; feund the water still gaining, and the crew coemplely exhausted; nothing
had been ceoked en board the bark for three days, and all they had te eat was
bread and water; called all hands and not ene was willing to risk his life in
the bark, but had prepared te leave her; abandoned her te save our lives,the
last ene getting on board the ship at 7 PM, where received the first meal eaten
for three days. lhe bark when abandoned had 3 feet of water in the held and in-
creasing, altheugh the pumps were kept geing until the last mement, Nething was
saved, many of the crew having nething but what they steod in, and the passeng-

ers losing all their baggage. Capt Woodward, the mate, 2d mate, 6 of the crew,
and the passengers (John Pagley, wife, 4 sens and 2 daughters, of St. Helena,




whe were to take up their residence in this city) were subsequently transferred
te the bark Imman, from Pernambmce, arrived at Fosten yesterday and came teo
this city last evening, The remainder eof the crew remained on beard the Meses
Wheeler, and were te be carried teo Bermuda, but she was afterwards seen
speaking a vessel bound motkh, and they were prebably transferred te her. dhe
United States was 217 tons, owned by “ndrew Hicks, Esq., of Westpoert, and
others. ©“he sailed from this pert June 23, 1856, valued with her eutfits,

at $24,000, Insurance on which, including ene-eighh of the vessel ewned by

the Captain, $13,000 in this city. She had en beard when abandoned, 550 Dbbls
sp oil. “ent heme en the veyage 175 sperm.



Jan 8, 1361 == On the --- day of July, 1814 the privateer Yankee was

meored inthe upper harber ef New Bedford, She was a rakish leeking

craft, Altheugh she had net quite se much ef the clipper abeut her

as some of the saucy but beautiful Baltimere scheeners, several of whem

had made eur handy and secure habse harber a place of refuge during the war,
she was a slag sightly vessel, and leeked the Yankee in every part eof her
lew bdack hull and tall masts, and in that trig aspect which shewed that her
of ficers had an eye te active service as well as ze appearances,

That the La Heque, & British seventy feur and the Nimred, a gun brig
of the same natien, were lying in Tarpaulin Ceve, wiht their eyes upen
this daring privateer which had been se treubleseme to finglish cemmerce,
may acceunt fer the fact, that ﬁshe had been fer some time an eccupant ef
our waters,

Sus she was a most unwelcome visitor Trig and beautiful as she was,
she had ne charms fer the eyes of the goed peaple of Bedwerd village, Pond
as they were of the ocean and of all that belenged te the domain ef the
sea, she was te them a symbel alike of Demecracy and War, both demsniacal
in the view of the Federalized Quakerism of New Bedferd,

The ‘ankee was ewned in Bristel, R,I, and belenged te James D'Wo1¥:;_-

Jan 19, 1863 .

Persenal-- Capt., Alfred Davis, late Master of bark Nimred, ef this pert

whe was left at Barbadees sick, previeus te the return heme of the P
vessel arrived at his residence, Westpert Peint, en Sat, evening, in

impreved health,

Aug 27, 1861

Of ship Nimrod, Capt. Alfred C. Davis, eof West, , which sailed frem this
port te-day, for the Nerth and Seuth Atlantic, indian and facific Oceans;
Geo. L. Manchester, Westport lst Mate '
James ll, Sewle, Westport, Cooper
Stephen A, Davis, Westport, Andrew Borden, W,, seamen,




1861 July 18th BRIG AND PILOT BOAT CAPIURED OFF NOMAN'S LAND BY A

PRIVATEER.

We learn by Mayhew's Vineyard bxpress that fishing schoeher Lap-
wign, at Helmes Hele, repertw that she was hailed yesterday P.M from
Sow an® Pig's Ligzht Poat and infermed that a privateer caphtred a brig
(understéied to be demimk brig Oak,) and a pilet beat (suppemsd to be
Jeaiah Sturgles, of Homhes Hele,) yestBrday morning, off Neman's Land,

July 25 Anether Bex of Clething.-- The Soldiers! Aid Seciety, of
Mattapoisett, have sent te this office na boex ef clething fer sick
soldiers, which will be sent on te Washingteon this afterneen, by Daven-
port & Menree's N,Y, Express, The articles in the bex are 1 pair rose
blankets, 7 cotton sheets, 4 pairs pillew cases, 6 mslin sheets, 6
drawers, 19 linen Tewels, 23 handkerchiefs, 16 havelocks, 6 roll of
linen, 18 rells fer compresses, 8 rells for gun rags, 16 pairs wool
socks, 1 pkg., arrewroot, 5 all woel flannel shirts, 9 cotten and weol
shirts, 200 rells of bandages.

The ladies of Matt. have dene well, and deserve and will receive the
thanks of many sick and wounded soldiers, whe will be comferted in their
afflictions by these tokens ef sympathy and regard.

This is the third box sent fr m this #ffice for the same destination.

The previeus two were ene froem the ladies ef Heckester, and the other
from the lsdies eof Marien,

Aug, 27, 1861

Of ship Nimred, Capt, Alfred C. Davis, of Westpert, which sailed frem this
port te-day, fer the Nerth and Seuth Atlantic, Iadiam and Pacific Oceans:
Geeorge L., Manchester, Weatpert lat liate

James H. Sewle, Westpert, Ceeper {
Stephen A, Davias, Westport, Andrew Berden, Westport, seamen.

Aug, 31, 1861
A NEW WAY TO AVOID PAYING TAXES,,., We lately heard an incident that illust-
rates forcibly thedifferent measures seme people will take te aveild payinﬂ

their taxes, While the extrs session of Congress were discussing the bill
providing for s direct tax upon the people, and ameng other articles te be
levied upen were carrispes with patent springs, a well-fo-do farmer in

& neighboring tevn had just ourchased a very fine carry-all having all the
modern improvemente, Hearing, however, of the prepesed tax upon such pro-
perty, and not wishing to pay for the luxuries he could well afford, he
went to work and pemoved the svrings, setting the body squareupemn the
adddes axles., Defore the bill became a law, that pertion of it relating to
taxing pleasure vehicles was stricken out, of which fuct the man duly in-
formed bv his neighbors, whe have ridiculed and shamed him se mich that he
still uses the carrimge minus the springs,

Aug. 9 '61 ARREST OF TWO MEW BEDFOKD MEN ON A CHAKGE OF FITLING OUT
A SLAVER AT THIS POKT., lir. Albert S, Bigelew, a wholesale liquer

dealer on So. “ater st. and lir, Andrew H, Potter. of the ffim of
A,H., Potter & co. oubfittera, So,Water st. Ship Brutus




1861 April 8 A sale of oil paintings, sketches and sepia draw-
ings from the pencil of the late Albert Von Beess, in the hands of

hig sdministrators, was held in N.7, on Friday. The reputation of

the distinguished srtist called together a large agsembly of con-
noiddratd sof ey

nonnoisseurs rnd others interested in art, and the bidding was,
throughout the sale, spirited, and in all respects satisfactory.
‘Ihe highest prics reslizea for any one picture wus #70 for an oil
painting of the Attack on the Frivateer Armstrong by the brigtist
fleet, in the harbor of Faysl, < sepis drawing of smugglers watch-
ing brought #6l, and other drawings and paintings all the way rfrom
%1 to $37.50,

Arpil 10 '61 Indiens in Mass, “on, John Milton Larle, Indian Com-
missioner, statés in his last report Lhat the whole number of In-
dians in this State is 1604, there being 775 males and 829 femules
and %78 families. The number of those between the ages of 5 and 21
ijs 732, The oldest person on the list is Thom=g James, one of the
Christiantown tribe, whose age is 83; and the oldes womesn 1is
Mehitable Ames, one of the Gay Head tribe, who is 80 yrs. old.What
a small remhent of the powerful natives who, tow) hundred years =0

were the teiror of the then scanty white population of the Province.,

april 1% Uoings of the Superdor Court. The Mgpeh term 14 days
Police Court G.H. Gitford Westport io. Cases 2 Costs $20.30.

ipril 15 So.Dart, for ssle known as “geomber's Corner, formerly
enlled Slocum's “Yorner HiMRY P. MACOHPBER.

April 18 Of brig Kate Cory, Caob. Stephen Flanders, of Chilmark,
whick seiled from Westport, to-day, foi the Atlantic Ucean:
Papdon L. Petty, West., firts mate. Willard 0. Petty, W. boat-
asteerer Alex. Sanford seaman,

April 26 The Gov. destroyed tie bridge connectinz with Alex.
On bunday asskb--ke afternoon (provisions having becane scarce in
Wag) the movernment emized 1800 barrels of flour at Alex, and had
it enrted up to Caitol Hill, “ome 1200 barrels fof Ilour were
geized bythe Zov. o Iion.
One hudreh and fifty soldiers (volunteers) guard the fihite
Hiouse, using the great "kast room" for quarters,
fhe Mass. (Sixth) last all their luggase in the Balt. fight,
and are now destitute of & change of linen or clothes of any kind.



May 13, 1861

Uf bark Elizabeth (of Westport) Capt. Hiram Irancis, which sailed from
this port bé-day for the Atlantic Ocean.
George N, Little of W. shipkesper Edward B. H;kka, seaman .

Westport -- At a Town lieeting held in Westport Sat., the felleowing Reso-
lutions were unanimeusly adopted:

Whereas, Our Natienal Gevernment is invelved in a struggle of Viar fom
the maintenance of the Censtituion, Union and the Laws against the mgd
and reckless spirit ef secession and disunion, bent on the destructien eof
the beat Bovernment the world has ever seen. Therefore,

Resolved, That we regard it as the dutv of every patriet and lover of
his ceuntry in this trying hour of his country's need, te rally te the
support of that Government and National Flsg under which we have so long
and signally prespered, and that we, as citizens el Westport in Teown
meeting assemnbled, do hereby pledge ourselves te render such suppert and
to besr with cheerfulness and alacrity our share of the public burthems,
rendered necessary for the vigourous prosecution eof the war, till such
war shall be breught te a just and hererable issue,

fesolved, That it is necessary te Saise a military company in this tomm
wbth all possible dispatch, snd all persons duly qualified and wishing
to enlist, can do se by applying to the Selectmen of the Town. Therefore,

Voted, That each volunteer, being a citizen of the Lown, se enlisting,
shall received one dollar per day for two days in each week, when on drill,
and shall be paid thef further sum of fifteen dollars when called inte
actual service, and alse fifteen dollars per menth feor each menth while in
actual service, in addition to the pay received from the Government,

Voted, That the Treasurer be, and he is hereby sutherized te use any
money in the Treasury not already appropriated, and if net sufficient,
to laon money on the credit of the town te carry out the above objects.

June 7, 1861 Steam Scew at Westport-- A new Bteam scow arrived at West-
port Point en Thursday, on a trial trip frem Turtle Hill, Last River,
N.Y. The eraft is 60 feet inm length, 20 feet wide, and 24 feet deep,

and is propelled by a wheel at her atern, She is designed for rakirng
eel-grass, and is, said to have cest over $1,P00 , Our correspendent csays
it is "the first steamer on our river,"

June 6 P,1 The Preb~ble Battle-Field
June 8 The new steam scow which we noticed yesterday, was built st

in Westport East River,

June 12 CHEW LIST Of bark Ma jestic, Capt. Alexander A,Tripp, whieh sail-
ed from this port te-day for the Atlantic Ocean:

Westpon S.Tripp, Westport, first mae, Albert J. Tripp Westport third
mate; Abraham K. Tripp, de: W.G. Kirby, West. J.H, Anthony, Yo, sesman.

June 15, 1861 P.:2 Cel. 5 bottom and top 6) Portland, June 15.
The Hibernia, which seils te-day, will call at St. Johns, N.F, and
take the passengers and crew ef the Steamship Canadian te England.
The Canadian was en her passage teo Liverpool when she was lest,

f)‘._.. 5 ;';f F""..‘ A ‘ : ol ! Y 7
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Augl 16, 1860 Westport Peint bark Geerge and Mary, Pierce, Western
ground July 25 (when teek 2 whales making 70 bbl ail) with 315 bbls
sp. 3 de blackfish eil and 1900 1bs palm oil picked up at sea,
to Restcemb Macember, ”
VLS

Nev, 13 Of Brig Leenidas Westport Capt James L(:Bﬁff of Yisbury from this
pert Atlactic ecean
Janathan Chase 1st “ate
benj, C, Tripp W. seaman

~sdEt 21st Bark Active “apt. David A, Blake of F.R, from “ew Bed.
Pacifie Ocean
Ichabod T, Hazard, Westpert of bark Gev, Caver, “apt John W, Sheruan
of New medford saﬂﬁl from Westport E?Bm\lndian Ucean,




Sept. 6, 1937
Oldest Horseneck Deach Resident, Still Active, Feminisces About the 0ld Days,

Frederick B, Head Still Shows Up Younger Men In Duck Shooting.,

Although the duck hunting season is a long way off, Frederick B, Head,
the oldest resident of Horsenekk Beach, fondles his shot gun these days and
looks forward eagerly to another session of fowling in that section of Westport .
"Burt", as his many friends call him,will be 89 years old next Feb, 10 but
his hand is steady and his aim still true,

dr. "ead lives on the Horseneck Road at Past Beach in an 18-room gumning
camp boarding house that he built 61 years age when there was not one house at
Horseneck Beach, !He has made his homs in that building since then, with the
exception of one Winter which h® spent im Conn,

Shipped On Whaler

This emergetic little man has had an advanturous career. Borm at Spenmtic
near Russells Mills, Part. Mr. Head shpped before the mast on the whalimg bark
Antelope from New Bedford when he was 16 years of age, lis father, the late
Frederick llead, had Leen mate onmt he whalers Johm Windslow and Thomas Winslow,
Both hae been built at t he Head of Westport and floated up the shallew river
on casks to the open harbor,

"When I sailed on the "Antelope" ¥r, lead reminisced, "1 weighed only
84 pounds, Nevertheless, I was stroke ear in Mate Bill Sissen’s whaleboat,
took my turn at the wheel, and did all the work required of an able seaman,
They didn't favor me any because of my size, I did a man-sized jeb,

""We were gone 31 months on thal voyage, spending most of our time off
Greenland, Whales were quite plentiful but our ship was not well equipped.,
With 500 barrels of oil aboard, the Antelope dragged anchor in a gale and
was blown ashore at Dog Island, Huddon's Bay. She was wrecked there, en the
rocky shore,

Crew Rescued

"Twe English boats, the Lion and Welf, took aboard the crew and what eil
was salvaged from the Antelope, 1 happened to be on the Lion, a ship equipped
with sail and steam power. She brought me and others of the crew teo St. Johns,
Newfoundland, We leoafed around there three weeks before the American Counsul
sent us home,

"I didn t think much of the whaling business then and came back home to
Dartmough, I went to work onm a farm about two miles from my home and a year
later went to Horsemeke,

"There was mot one builfing at Horsemeck Eeach then, excepting for a bowling
alley with some bedrooms, 1 took eover this alley and opemed the room to gunmners,
who were very numerous in those days, There were mo laws limiting the duck Whg/
weY¢/YeYy/iireéy hunting seasom or the number of ducks that could be killed. Hunt-
ing was excelent at florseneck and it was the mecca for humdreds of sportsmen.

"Puring the Summers, mamy people came from New Bedford and Fall River to bath
and on picmics, A greal duture was predicted for Horsemeck as a resort,

Built Beoarding House
"Business was so goed that 1 built my boarding house shortly after I came teo
Horsenekk,. For quite awhile it was the only heuse at the beach, As many as 150
gunners roomec at my house in earlier yesers during the season when ducks and otherd
fowl were plentiful, I went hunting a lot myself and was and still am a crack shot
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"] shot as many as 86 ducks in one day and shipped them to the mark=
ets in Boston and MNew York, Loons, quail an?! other birds made good game,
too, and were in demand for the table, I shep four deer at “orseneck,
One of them weighed 310 pounds and was the largest ever killes in that
section of Westport,

"During the Summer seasons ! fished, for the market, When 4 first came
to lHerseneck, seimeing alomg the beach was allowed amd I caught a lot of
fish that way, Later this was banned amd ! trapped lebsters and fished with
hand lines. I quit fFishing for the market about four years aro but I still
row out in ome of my three rowboats and fish for pleasure,”

Mr, Head says that duck hunting at lorsemeck Leach is not as fruitful
as it used to be, Nevertheless he is the first gumner out at Gooseberry Neck,
of f Horseneck Beach, when the season opems every year, and he bags his share
of the birds, e remn1ns a crack shot with the shotgum, his accuracy al-
most as good as ft was when he was in his prime, "Burt" shows up the young-
er men every years, Oece-s 1 onosl

@ccaswibak Boarders,

This year there has been only an occasional boarder at the Head house,

A faithful housekeeper who has been with Mr, Head more than 30 years tends
to the househeld duties, When the duck season comes around, some of the
gumners will stay at the rooming house of “r. Head and he will again be
their host,

Despite his age, ™r, Head is inexcellent health and is very active, Only
his sense of hearing has been impaired, He cheps wood and is reponsible for
a Winter's supply of kindling weod piled thenf feet high outside his home,

Yesterday he was out picking beach plums., Tomorrow one might find him a
good distance from shere, fishing from a rewboat, He walks with a short,
rapid step,

Mr, Head was married twice and survives both his wives, He has a s0n,
Willimm S, Head, living at Westport Point, and alrother, Walter Head nf Darte
mouth, Eieutenant Fdgar S. Head of the New Bedferd Police lept, is a cousin,

6§57



rrift Road

'60 May 16th Westpsrt Point Tetems. The County CUammissions met yesterday
for Lhe nurpose of rfiscontinug#ng ceftain roads, and to lay out a public
Highway from the turn of the road near the dwelling house formerly occupied
by Sterher Allen , to the public highway that leacs from Westport Point to
the Town House,

1663 Mar., 7th A VALUABLE FARM FOR SALE

The subscriber offers for sale his former homestead farm, situated in
westport about 3/4 mile from West, Point and is within about 10 minbaas
walk of a meeting house, nost office and 2 stores. Said farm contains 150 a of good
land, and is conveniently divided into meadow, pasture and wood land, there being ne
200 corcs of standing wood thereon ready for market, with two dwelling houses,
barn, carriage house, corn house, wood-house, and other outbuildings; is well
watered and walled, and has three quarters of a mile of shore, where eel-
grass and rock-week abounds; is very pleasantly situated, and with no in-
cumbrance, and afforés a favorable opportunity for any person desirous of
investing theri paper money in prpperty that will not fail when the freat
reaction in the paper currency shahll tale place now so abundant in circuta-
tion. Said farm will be sold very cheap for cash, Come and see it. Ffor
fur ther particulars inquire of ISRATL ALLEM, at the store of E.P, brownell.
& <o, <entral Yillage. westport W. 3¢ no. 5gh, 1863

Israel Wood and lanrah (Iripp) lived on the lower and of Prift Road. Ap-
parently they had no children, so the farm was given to her brother Jnseph
(torn 1719 died 1797 in Westport marries Judith loasher 1740 born 1723 inp
Mart. died 1818 in Westport davsghter of Jonathan and lsable (Potter) Mngher)
was sold to Stephen f1llen he to Luc us Shelcon,

1861 March 2 A Gathering in So. wuspnrt -~ Some 30 or more of the members
and friends of the Centerville “hristian Co. in Westport callec on their
Pastor, Rev. J.A. Wood. In the evening the choir connected with the Soc.
together with “r, “rightman and dau. the singing master from Westport Point
entertained the company,

1865 march l4th Valuable Farm by Amction -- will be sold on thursday, “arch
23rd 1%65 at 10 a.m, a part of the homestead farm of the late wm, White, Bsq.
in Westport, 1t contains about 15 a of as good land as there is in the
country, with all the buildings thereon, - a two-story dwelling house, large
barn, corn house, etc. acljoining, there is about 100 a of mowing and pasture
land in good conditdon, which together will make a very valuable farm. This
will be sold with the above, o1 separage, to suit purchasers, Lt is well
supnlied wit" never failing watler, constantly running and never freezes,
‘¢ joins the river belWws anc near llix's “ridge, extending alony the shore
for near a mile, thus affording very great facilities for obtaining sea-weed,
The soil is well adapted to grain of all kinds, excellent grass land, easy
of cuttivation, and to an enterpbrising man, in a few years, will make as
valuable a farm as this section of country affords, To any one wishing for
a farm it is well worthy of their consideration, as an oportunity like this
is not often orsented,
“hould the weather brove stormy, the next fair day,.
Terms made “nown at time and place of sale.
Javes Figher, New Bedford
heference. Charles “hite, “artmouth

Apdrew 2, Macomber, on sremises

Westppotl3d, warch 1865 T
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Heb 22 1913 The arrival of Cavt. Charles Euther, with his bride, Q
formerly Miss Mayy Lawton of Westport, Stf, eve., was awsited by a

@erry company of village friends, but unfortunately for them"the

Rirey temvest raged" about the promosed time of serenading, and

?ostnonement was necessary,

%ary Luther left 15,000 by brother Rdwin D, Lawton of W, and real
Tstate Clarence A, left real estate in N, V. and ¥, ete,

Qapt. Luter died in his 83 rd vear 1986 (487 High Somerset) wouldbe
I 111 this
j year '64
Gatn, Luther one of the oririnal owneps of the LeForrest Simmons,

the schooner by whieh clav was brouzht from Perthe Amboy, N.¥. to the
itove linghg works in this vieinity, Coaptained several vessels olying
between Taunton and the elay distriets of .Y, Listed among them are
‘the Hastings, the John Fleteher, the Sslley Ponder and the Emma, Dur-
ng the last of his 87iling, he had the LeForrest Simmons built for

iim and wa=z the principsl ovmer for s srest meny years,

Achoonar L. L, Simmons arrived at lirs, Simmons wharf, Sat, with over 200
tons of coal, on her maiden trin from N.¥Y. Sunday nuite a number of people,
?oth from Somerset and out of town visited the new two master, which is

in charge of Captain Charles D. Luther, and were much pleaced with her
gpprearance, --- The schooner is 85 ! long on keel and about 100' over
11;--- She has a carrying capacity of 250 tons, Frame is of whihke ook
embers and nlanking of hard pine, Uhristened by Mrs. Wm. G. Abbott,

Wife of the builder. Capt, Luther, her cmmmande;, has had larece ex-
rerience and has been masizr of the Fleteher, Hasinge and s0lly Ponder

iwill cerry coal for Somerset, Assonet, Fall River parties and clay for
Iaunton River Manf,
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March 25 1865 ‘Lhe "wm, White Parm in Westport was sol” at aoction on
Thursday by Yeo, H, Gifford, to “ndrew >. hacomber of Westport
for $4,145,

1865 April 7th “arm for Sale

The farm situated on the west side of Westport river, 3/4 mof a mile
below Hix's bridge, and 3 miles from Westport Hoint, containing about
100 a, dgually divided into pasture, meadow and wood land, with good shore,
sea-weed and fishing privileges and well watered with a neverfailing stream,.
“n the premises are @ good house and out-buildings. For further particulars
enquire of Daniel B, Urown, on the premises, or Smith and Allen, Spar Makers,

S0, front Street, New Uedford.

1865 “July 19th lhe Homestead Farm of the iate Joshua Gifford, situated in
the town of Westport on the road leading from Hicks's Bridge to llorseneck
containing 60 a. of land, or thereabouts. 7The buildings consist of a
large two story house, barn, and crib -- nearly new, S!id farm is well
watered, highly cultivated, and very productive, I t is in every respect
a desirable farm for any one desiring to purchase premsises of this kind,
For sale either with or without standing crops. *t adjoins the river on
tle west and road on the szst, Also a wood-lot on the opposite side of
road, consisting 4 or § a . Ffor further particulare apply to

Peleg W. Gifford, Westport.

1864 Sept., 6 Llart, A Curosity John Wainer, of Sobth Westp rt brings us
a singular pear, grown on one of his trees. *ts surface is frll of eyes,
with a & mall leaf growing below each, scmething in the style of a pine-apple,

1866 Westport Alms House, Mr. Yiles E. Prownell, Superintendent of the
Westport Alms House, informs us that the number nf inmates at present

is 22, 12 of whon arc females. The oldest is 85, lhere arefour others
whose ages ace respectively 83, 81, 80, 75, The youngest is 7 years
old. The house has been undergoing repairs recetnly., “nder the charge of
“r, brownell, who has been there six years, its affairs are in a pros-
perous condition,

876 Sept. 19 tip, Abbott_ﬁ’. Smith of this city is to take passage in
Park Azor, which leaves boston this week for Payal,

'76 Nov, P, W. Tappen, real estate agent, has sold for James Burke 25 rods
of land with buildings, No. 3 Jenney °t, , this city, to a;y Je. Wainer
of Westport for $11Q0.



1866 Oct. & Longevity. Humphrey #1len, of Westport, died on 17th ¥gc

Fel, 1842, at the age of 87,

his wife, Phele (Burgess,) on 10th lec., the same year, at the age of 87,
He wha born 14 July, 1754

She 14th of July 1755.

Of their Fifteen children eight are living, as follows:

David, born lst “et., 1775

Susannah lripp, born 15th April 1777

betsey Yavis, born 12th Nov. 1778

Judieth “ornell, born 7th Nev. 1787

Oley Mosher, born 24th Jan. 1789

7illah Yavis, born 1st Lec, 1792

Paniel, born 10th “ept. 1794

Willid, born 13th Yect, 1795

The average age of these is 30 years 3 mo. *he five sisters areall widows,
and all reside in Westport., Of the seven deceased members of the family,
several lived to a verv advanced age, and but one died before reaching
matiure years., —umphrey' #llen's father, Paniel, lived to the age of

93, and his moather, Patty, to the age of 85.

J868 Also A Large Family -- Mrs. Mary “llen, widow of the late Wesson
Allen, who died in Westport October, at the age of 95 t mo. 21 days, had
eight chiddren, all of whom survive her, viz:

Barbara aged 72 Anthony 56

Amy 70 John 52

Nancy 67

Koby 66

Permelia 63

Hannah 58&

The acgregate ages of these eight are 504; average 63, ‘Lhe family senarated
when the you ngest was a child one going to Michigan, one to New fork, otate
one near “oston, two to Mew Pedforc and one to Westport Yoint, and two
remained at Westport Yillace, with one of whom. a maiden lady, Mrs. “llen
continued to reside, There was a family gathering there on the 29th Sept,
last, and one week from that time Mrs. “1len was attacked with her last
illness. Her descendants include 36 prandchildren, 26 of whom are living

42 great-grandchiliren, 35 mow living; total &6, of whom 69 are living.

J.H.P.



GODPDART frem Setp, 1968 Antiques

Randem biegraphical nestes By Wendell D, Garrett
Daniel
d, 1764
J-hg_i !
1723-1785 James
! — 1727-1757
Tewnbend Stephen Themas
1750-1790 1164—1804 1765-1857
Jehnll
1789-1843

First generatien
Daniel Gaddar, d. 1764

He was "ef Jamestswn, K,1." and "married “ary lripp, at Dartmeuth, Mass., and
came te Newpert abeut 1724" (NM Dec, 18, 1909, N&Q 1:249), He "had twe
children by his secemd wife Xuth, vix; Mary, berm Aug, 14, 1749, and Bradferd,
berm Nev, 19, 175-" (NM July 12, 1919, N&Q 5:84), He was a heusewright by

trade and died in May 1764: "Daniel Ceddard, Heusewright, Killed in S, Kingsten
while repairing a heuse'" (NM May 28, 1764).

Secand gereratien
Jehn Geddard 1, 1723-1785 (sen of Parniel)

Bern January 20, 1723, at Daetmough, Mags, died in Newpert, befsre July 9,1785;
in his death mstice his eccupatiem was listed "Jeimer" (NM July 9, 1785).

He "married Hannah Lewnsenmd, of Job and Rebecca in Newpert, Aug. 6, 1746,"

th hkat is, the daughter of the cabinetmaker te whem he was apprenticed areund
1743 (NM June 23, 1917, N&Q 4:161), She died en Nev,. 8, 1806, at the age of

70 (NM Aug. 15, 1914, N&Q 3:179). They are siadd te have had sixteem children,
but enly three-Tewnsend, Stephen, and Thewas -- are knswn te have beceme
cabinetmakers,

Janes Gsddard, 17271757 (sen eof Vaniel)

P jerkee states that he married Susanma Tewnsend, daughter of Job Tewnsend;
if that is se, Geddard brethers, Jehn and James, married Tewnsend sisterg,
Hapnah and Susanna., When James Geddard died im 1757, the administratien of
his estate went te his brether Jehm en May 2, 1757, because his "widewn Bus-
anna refused te serve™; his inventery was "taken Ap, 1757 shewn by Susanna
his widew, and Jehn, his brether™ (NM Aug. 2, 1913, N&Q 3:97-8).




Ceddard cen't,
Third generatlien
Tewnsend Gedard, 1750-1790 (sem ef Jshn 1

peth Swan and Bjerkee feumd decuments dated 1777 that indicate that Tewn-
gsend Geddard was in and sut ef Newpert, Prévidence, and Kingstenm during
the Revelutien and was surveillance at eme peiat im the pelitical tur-
meil. The fellewing death netices eof Gaddard and his wife are the snly
ether bits of biegraphical jpdermatien I have been able te discever:

np1l Persens havimng any Demands against the Estate of Tewnsend Geddard,
1ate ef this Tewn, Cabinet-maker, deceased, are requested te call fer
payment; and these whe are indebted te said Bstate are desired te pay the
same immediately teo Susannd Geddard, Executrix. Newpert Feb, &, 1790"

(N Bew,15, 1790). Twe years later his wife died; "Died-This Merming

Mrs. Susanna Geddard, Widewn of the late Mr, Tewnsend Geddard, in the
36th Year of her Age. --Her Funeral will be en Wed, next, at Three
e'cleck, which her Relations ané Friends are requested te attemd" (NM
March 26, 1792).

Stenhen Geddard, 1?64,-1804)5|u af Jehn 1)
pjerkee printed his ebituary netice frem the Rhede Islamd Republic fsr
Jume 21, 1804; "Stephen Geddard, @, June 11, 1804, age 40, after a
leng ame lingering illmess.”
Themas Geddard, 1765-1858 (sen af Jeohm 1)
Bjerkee feounmd mearly all of the knewm biegraphical infermatien aboutl him:
he married Framces Weaver im 1789, werked with hiis brether Stephen until
the latter's death im 1804, and then carried em alene until his ewn
death em July 24, 1858, at the age of 93,

peurth gereratien

Johm Seddard 11, 1789-1843 (sen of Stephen)

He married Mary “Yeuld sm Nev, 9, 1815 (NM Sept, 5, 1914, N&Q 3:185)a



THE MAN ABOTT TOwN B y W.D,Bwyer

Here we arefortunate ip having an inexhaustible supply

of the best water in the world f-sm the lakes at our back
door, but the people o the  urs ncding towns who had

to depend on their welis .+ pp s, and found that they
had failed them, have been in a4 c.tiable plight. A
moterist reports that while riding through Westport, he
found it imperative that he fill his radiator tank with
water, lle called at three farm houses in vain, The people
had no water on hand and were awaiting their supplies
from the South Watuppa pond from which the water was
carted in barrels. He finally found one place at which

he was relieved by the water which dripped from the ice
chest into the container underneath,

A Fall River man exercising his bird dog over in
Swansea found a man carrying a huge milk tank on his
back from a swamp. The latter explained that the great
vessel containec water, and that he had to "Back" it out
fully one-eighth of a mile as the place was impassable
to horse and cart. lhe water was for drinking and all
other housechold purposes,

"bBread and Cheese" brook, running from the Yellow
Rock road district crossing the old New Bedford road and

" Tater the new New Bedford road at Beulah, and finally
-ntering the mill pond at Head of Westport, is a brook
no more, It is as dry as Volstead and a neighbor reports
that he walked up the Ary bed of the extinct brook and
found numerous traces of wil” animals having been ront-
ing and digzing there in the vain attempt to find drink-
ing water, This man says that to his knowledge nothing
like it has occurred for 50 years, "breac and Cheege" | =
brook was alwavs known to sportsmen as a good trout brook,

A Swansea family that for generations have kept the
weather records is authority for the statement that the
last time that section was visited with a drought such
as the present was 112 vears ago,

We don t yet fully appreciate our geod fortune in
being privileged to five in Fall River,
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QN JAMIN 0, ALLEN, Seuth Kestperti, iass.
(- Ot 0~ | TG @
Nayw resices om the alcd hsmesiead, where he was Lere
in 1839 iis recerived his educatiem im the public
schesls ®f his mative tewm; where he alse learnecd
the blarkseith trade and fellewed it as a business
fer thirty-{ive years, |le then chamged his business ts g
te @ urecery, “rain and Veed Stere, alss ewns and
wangres a farm of sixty acres. mr, llenm is a member
ei Naguecheke Lodge, P«IM and Past Master of rnestpert
Grange,

!

< fAVES J. AUSTIN, Seuth "esipert, Tass.
o 2 i)

‘ellewsd shale Yighimp fer mavy years. First shivping
ip the year 1854, avn’ returnin: ip 1856, Vepam his
secend vayage im 1.57 from C.R, returrimg im 1859,
again sailim; imthe "Ellistt C. “ewder” fram New
‘edferd in 1860; Irem this vaiage he returped i
1565 ay thir’ mate, (= then tried his ‘ertunes

in tne mines af Calf, ier eighteen menihs, then
returne te Mhass. apd again tricd the sea, ship=-
pim. in the Bark "“astem" ef ‘ew vedfard, for a
yoyage lastinmg 45 menths, in 1892 he shipped as
first mate ofh the "Varmum 15 Hi11" e New vedferd,
‘returpimg im 1893, LMr. llem was borm Jan,5,1838,
at Martha's Yinmeyard, Educated imihe public
szhels and Tukes Ceoi Academy, graduating 1854,

A

Arthur Tripps little house on Vrift bujtt v Brigps
was Harts -- beddewe it was bhuilt by him,





