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HOW DARTIOUTH CGOT ITS NAME

As Vestport was for many years a part of Dartmouth, it is ine-
teresting to note the various sbories which have come down to us
as to why Dartmouth was so named, Differemt ns the stories are in
many respects, each ogree on one point -- the town was named for
Dartmouth, Fngland, One historian gives the following reason for
the name: "As no name of those who came over in the Mayflower
appears smong those of the early settlers, the name of Dartmouth
wag probably adopbed by the orininal purchasers, all of whom were
pagsengers in the Mayflower.”

Another authority thinks that as the Speedwell and Mayflower
were Torced to make harbor at Dartmohth, beeause of the accident
which befell the Speedwell soon after leaving Plymouth snd be-
canse of the plessant stay in this place, the purchasers named
the town Dartmouth,

S5till another story is that the little ship, Concord, in which
Bartholomew Cosnold, in 1602, sailed to the island of Cuttyhunk,
belonging at Dartmouth, fngland, and that Gosnold in deséribing
this fair land across the sez, which he visited, called it Dart-
mouwth, On the other hand, his stories of the land across the sea
may have inspired some of the venturesome ones at Dartmouth, Lng=-
lend, wibh a desire to seek @ home in new land, Then it is thought
probable that the new home was numed for the old.

TIE FIRST VWHITE IEN T0 VISIT DARTHOUTH.

On iprch 2%, 1602, Barthokomew Gosnold in his ship Concord,

built and owned in Dartmouth, sailed from Falmouth, England, for
America, Among those aboard the ship, were two gentlemen, Gilbert
Archer and John Breveton. These two men were the historians of
thu uxnedition and to them we owe most of our knowledge of the voyesge.

lie find they sighted land illay 18th to which Gosnold gave the name of
Shoal Hope or Cape, later on, changing this to Cape Cod. From there the
party sailed anlong the cosst to an island, to which Gosnold zave the
name of lartha's Vineyard, but which is now Mmown as No lMans Land, the
Tormer name being given to another island, for an unexplained reason.
On lay 26th, they sailed by what is now Gay Head and being reminded of
Dover Cliffs in Fnegland gave to this place the name of Dover Cliffs.
Seiling along, the party arrived at an island to which Gosnold gave the
name of Gosnold's Hope. There is an island, which was located north of
¥lizabeth's Isle by the historians, and which was described as bebhg
gmall and cedar covered and given the name of Hills Hope., These two
islands bear today the namesé of Cuttyhunk, and Penekese -= modified
forma of their old Indisn names, On Cuttyhunk, Gosnold built his fort
and attempted to found a settlement which if it had been successful
would in all probablity lheve robbed Plymouth of maschk of its honor,
At Penekese was formerly locanted the lMassachusetbtts Leper Colony. -



t'rom Horseneck these islands can readily be sa%n with
others of the group to which the name of Llizsbeth lslands

has been given from the name Llizabeth's Isle which Gosnold

gave to Cutbyhunk, On lMay 3lst. Uoenold sailed scross

Puzzards Boy end anchored not far from lound Hill in Dart-

mouth, to which he gave the name of Haps Hills, "in the

hoe of hap or luck to be derived from it," This was his

© firet visit to the meinland and here he probably saw some of

"the fair conditioned people" of whom he wrote on his return

to England, From one of the accounts of this day's voya_ge

it appears that sometime during the day, they saw a neck of ’

Jand which they "imagined had been severed from the main, bub
finding it otherwise, we perceived m broad harbor or rivers mouth,"
This deseription very well might be that of Cooseberry Neck and the
harbor at the mouth of the Westport River, There was one local his-
torisn, who felt confident that Gosnold sailed to Gooseberry Neck
and Vestport Harbor.

THE FARLIEST OFFICIAL RECORDS OF DARTNOWTH,
Wew Blymouth, November the 29, 1652.

"Know 81l men by these present that I Wesamequen and Wamsuttsg
my son have sold unto Mr, William Bradford, Captain Standish, Thomas
Southworth, John Wimslow, John Cook and other associates, the pur-
chasers or old-comers, all the tract or tracts of land lying three
miles eastward from a viver called Cushenagg, to a certain harbor called
Acoaksett, to a flat rock on the westward side of the sald harbor.

And whereas the said harbor divideth itself into several branches,
the westerhost arme to be bound, and all tracts or tracts of land
from the said westermost arme of the said river of Cushenagg, three
miles east of the same, with all the profits and benefits within the
gaid tract, with all the rivers, creeks, meadows, necks, and islands
that lie in or before the same, and from the sea upward to go so high
that the English may not be anmoyed by the hunting of the Indians, in
any sort of their cattle, And I Wesamequem and Wamsutta do promise
to remove all the Indians within & year from the date hereof that do
live in said tract. And we the said Wesamequen and Wamsutta have fully
bargained end sold to the affr@said lir. Williem Bradford, Captain
Standish, Thomas Southworth, John Viamshow, John Cook, and the rest of
their associates or old-comers to have and to hold for them and their
helrs and assipnees forever.

And in consideration hereof we the above mentioned are to pay to
the sald Vesamequen and Vamsutta as followeth; thirty yards of cloth,
eight moose skins, fifteen axes, Tifteen hoes, fifteen pairs of breech-
es, eight blankbts, two kettles, one cloth, twenty~two pounds in wam-
 pum, eight peirs stockings, elght palrs of shoes, one iron pot and ten
shillinge in anther commoditie. '



And in witness hereof we have interchangeably sel to our hands

the day ondl year above written, In the presence of Jcnothan Shaw,
Samel Fddy. o

John Cook
John Winslow
Hia
Vamsutta MM
Mark.”

Although this deed wae drawn up and the purchase made in 1_652,
the deed was not recorded till 1664, the year the secbion was incor-
porated as o town and glven the name Dartmouth,

In the Records of Deeds, Plymouth Colony, Book 2, page 107 1s
a record which refers to this purchase and which also gives the names
of the original purchasers, This reads as follows: "The names of
those who by order of the purchasers met at Plymouth the seventh day of
Mareh, 1652, wholly joint consent and asreement of the said purchasers
are to have their parts, shares or proportions at the place or places
commonly called or lmovm by the mames Acushena, alias Acquessent, which
cntereth at the western end of Weeckatay to Coaksett, alias Acoalus,
and places adjacent, t0 extend three miles to the eastward of the ecast-
erly part of the river or bay ealled Coaksett, lying on the west side
of Point Pritt _{LGooaehgﬂ leeck) and to the most westermost side of
any brafch of bhe afresald river, and to extend eight miles into the
woods, the said tract or tracts of land so bounded above said, which
is purchased of the Indians, which were the right porprietors thereof,
as appears by a deed imder therd Hamde, with ul} yevhhes, peadpws, rivers
waters, woods, tinmbers, and other profits, privileges, emunitéds, com-
modities and appurtenances bekonging to the said tract or tracts above
expressell, or any part or parcel thereof to belong unto the parties whose
pames are underwritten who are in number thitty- four while parts or
shares, and no more, to them and their heirs and assignees forever,

Mir, Williem Bradford, one whole park or share, Captain Standish,
Yy, Jobhn Alddn, Ny, Collier and Shrah Brewster, lir. Hbwland and {illiam
Bassett, Goorge liorton, lisnnasses Kempton, James Huyst, John Dunham, 8.,

F i

Johm Shaw, sr., Francis Cook, Joan Cook, Joshua Pratt, George Soule,
Constant Southworth, Thomas Southworth, Miss Jennings, Stewen Tracye,
John Faunce, lenry Ssmpson, Philip Delancye, Miss Varren, ‘Hobert Bart-
lett, William Palmer, fdward Dotye, Semuel Hickes, Peter Brown, Francis -
Sprague, Moses Simons, Samuel Faton, Thomas ilorton, Samel Culbert,
Edward Holman, Ndward Bumpuse In all thirty-four shares,”



Under the date of 1639, Bradford in his History of the Plimouth
Plantation gievea the :[‘olluw:{n{g desecription of the territowy: "A place

called Accougheous’s, which lyeth in ye botome of ye bay adjoining to
ye west gide of Point Perill and two miles to ye westerne side of ye
said river, Lo another place called Acushnete river, which entereth at
ye westerne end of Napcata and two miles to ye eastward thereof and to
extend 8 myles up into ye countrie,”

1. Acoaxet 3. West Island off Yatihaven
2. Gooseberry Neck

THE TERRITORY FORMERLY INCIUDED IN OLD DARTMOUTH AND WESTPORT

The tract of land which was incorporated as the town of Dartmouth
included nearly sll of the present towns of Westport, Dartmouth, Fair-
haven, and Acushnet also the present city of New Bedford. Irom 1692
until 1747 the western boundary linwe of the town was contimually chang-
ing as the boundmry line between the liassachusetts Bay colony and the
Fhode Island colony was ever a source of argument between the colonies
and was decreed by the assumblies to e first in one place and them in
another.

The Dartmouth Records state that in 1736 the boundaries between
Dartmouth and Little Compton was settled by the selectmen of the two
towns and records the matter as follows: "We begen where the bounds be-
tween Little Compton and Dartmouth ended, and renewed by a range of mark-
6éd trees until we came to a tree fallen ddown near the pond and so to
the pond whichtwook is the bounds to Vatuppa pond, the west side of
said pond to a white oak tree, and from thence over said pond to a stump
of a tree fallen down, and by a range of old marked trees, and marked
them anew with a b].fz’;e, with three chops of an axe over said blaze until
we came o a peaked rock, which is by a path that leads from Dartmouth
to Plymouth and ended there., Dated 30th of the month, called December,
Josepl Anthony, Philip Taber, jr., Isaac iood, Restcom Sanford, Select-)
men, and by order of selectmen of Dartmouth and Tiverton.

In 1764 a part of Dartmouth and a part of Little Compton were given
to the town of Tiverton, :

In 1787 llestport and New Bedford withdrew from Dartmouth, each be~- \t
coming a separate town. Dartmouth in 1793, 1795, and 1805 ceded additiam =

al territory to Westport along its eastern boundary line, Finally in )
1828 the boundary line between the two towns was permanently established. ~

e .

In 1861 a part of Portsmouth, R,I, was ammexed to the tepn-lands
lying east and south of o certain line described after the entry of the
decree of the Supreme Court councerning the H,I, and Mass., boundary line
ghall be a part of Vestport.” 4 & ks

T



Tn 1894, the boundary line between Fall River and VWestport was de- |
Pined, T ' '

Feb. 23, 1899 the State Line bebtween Mass. and R.I. was relocated,
It was marked with thirbty-nine stone and the old *Joe Sanford® bound Z
which waa marked by s bolt in a small bowlder was flrmly reset in con=- i\ !,‘**
erete masorry. The old state line stone at the Adamsville Dam was reset \ '
in concrete, The line was marked in 138 different points and is well es-
tablished,” Sinee this dote the boundary lines of the town have remained

the same,

EARLY SETTLEMENTS IN OLD DARTMOUTH,

The territory of Acushnea, Apponegansett, and Acoaxet, which was
purchased in 1652 from the Indisng, was fimst settled at Achshnet by
the families of Jenney, Hathaway, Cooke, Shaw, Palmer, Culbert, and
Delano and next at Apponegansett by the familles of Earle, Tucker, How-
land, Russell, Sherman, Briggs, Smith, Akin, and Slocum, These hardy

ploneers dared to face the hardships of life in the forest, but were p

unwilling to add to these hardships, the dangers and perils of Indian
atbacks, 80 with one exception no settlements were made away Trom the gy

coast until ,fber King Philip's War. This notable exception Richard o N

Sisson, who came from Portsmouth, R.,I,, in 1671, settled at the Head
of Westport at a spob just west of the présent landing. The town of
Dartmouth was of little importance till after King Philip's VWar, when
the hostile Indians of this section had, been é&ffectually subdued by
Capt, Church and his band of brave followers.

Settlers came to this reglon for %wo reasons. Thoae who canme from
the Plymouth Colomy, wished religious freedoms. Many of this number had
been often arrested, fined, and punished for not conforming to the doe-
trines of the established church of the colony. These dissenters were
Anabapbists and Friends., Those settlers who cagm from the R,I. colony
believed that this region afforded better opportunites for earning a
livelihood than did the now crowded island of K.I., and they at the same
time knew that their religious freedom would be unencumbered, Here like
at their former abiding place they could continue the practices and
doetrines of the Friends® lieeting.

After King Philip's War, Lawton, Waite, and Tripp migrated from
Portsmouth and settled near the Head of Vestport to engage in the mill
business, They were scon followed by the Wilcox, the losher, the Hows
land families and later by many others, but 1t was not until after the
Revolution that the village attained any importance,

i

This condition was equally true at Westport Point, but that village

wna not worthy of the title, village till several years after the Revolu= v

tion, The first families to settle there were the Hicks, Macombers, Whites,
‘Soules, Howlands, and Giffords, ;



RELATIONS OF THE INDIANS AND THE SETTLERS BETWEEN 1662 and 1674.

In A,D, 1662, Plimouth colony was in some danger of being invovled
in trouble by the Wampanoag Indians, After liassasoit was dead, his two
sons, called Wemsubbta and metacomet, came to court at Plimouth, pretend-
ing high respect for the English, and therefore, desired English names
might be imposed on them, whercupon the court there named Wamsutta, the
elder brother Alexander and Metacomet, the younger brother, Philip. This
Alexander, 'hilip®s immediste presdecessor} was not so0 fagthful and
friendly to the English ss his father had been,

Rev, Increase liather.

"In 1665, he sold the country about Acushena (now Hew Bedford) and
Coaxet (now Compton), Bhilip's father having prewiously sold some of the
same, ten pounds was now given him to prevent any claim from him, and Go
pay for his marking out the same. John Woosanswam witnessed the deed."

nTn 1667 Philip sells to Constant Southworth and others all the meads 7 ¢

ow landas from Dartmouth to Matapoisett for which he had fifteen pounds,

Particular bounde to a2ll traets are membioned in the deeds, but as they W

are generally or often stakes or threes and heaps of stones, no one ab
this time ean trace many of them,"

"Algo in 1669 for then nounds "and another wvaluable and sufficient
sratuity"’, he sells to John Cooke (fo Akuskenag in Dartmouth "one whole
island nere the towne called lickatay,."

Tn 1671 Philip and Monjakam of lgttapoisett, for five pounds sell
to Huch Cole of Swansey, shipwright, land lying near o place called
Acsshway in Dartmouth,. ;

Sept, 4, 1671 "between 40 snd 50 Indians living near or ia the town
of Dartmonth made o like submission.” This quobetion refers to the sub-
mission to the Enzlish made by the Darbtmouth Indians similar to that
made by Awashonke and the Soconets to the Plymouth colony on July 24, 1671.

Tolcomona brother of Awashonks went with “hilip Nov, 3, 1671 when
Philip ppomises ngain to keep the treaty with the English which he had
all ready broken, During the swumer of 1671 the Plymouth court ordered
a general disarming of the Indiens, which censed trouble as could easlly
have been anbicipated. .

We find it recorded that "This court have agreed and voted" to send
gome "forces" to Seaconet to fetch in the arms among the Indians there.

Tn 1673 Tokemona =nd his brother Squamatt atbempted so the Plymouth
records state to hinder mome of the Emglish from posscssing lands in
Dartmouth but for a consideration therein not stated relinguished their
S1aim. The next vear snother Indian also surrendered his right to Deptm
mouth territory. It 1s sald the rights of these Indlens just mentioned
to this land had been sold by other Indians,

iy



INDIAN CLAMBAKES AND A MOURD

Generally these two subjects would not be placed in the same class,
but in this particular instance each bears 1o the other a certaln re-
lationship., Ve are told that the Indians of 01d Dartmouth used to have
snnual clambakes at two places, at least, in the town. One of these was
held near the shores of Apponegansett (now Padanaram) and the other at
Paquachuck (now Westport Point)., The exact spot where the paquachuck
clambakes were held is fixed for us by tradition, at a place west of the
present village and koewn today as Cape Bial, so named for Abiel lMacom~
ber. Here is to be found a plle of elan ahalla which tradition tells us
are the remains of these od Indian clambakes.

Tradition further states that the remaina of a mound to be found in
the edge of the woods on the west shore of the mill pond off Géfford road,
one fourth of o mile from the Head, were ride by Philip'e Indisns {pro-
bably Massasoit®s) as they yearly journedyed to their.clambake grounds ab
Paquachuck and their fishing @rounds at Hassanegk (Horseneck). As they
passed the grave of a brave who was buried here, each in turn placed a
handful of earth or shells on this spot, thus erecting = memorial to
their heroic camrade, The truth of the origin of the mound may be quest-
ioned, but newr thies mound shell-lined Indian graves have been opened
from time to time, About a half century sgo the mill pond far overflowed
its banks and revezled a large mumber of such graves, which contained
bolt) skeletons and Indian weapons,

INDIAN NAMES

The Indisn names of the Westport section of Dartmouth meake a most
interesting study. Some of these are heard daily while others are prac-
tically forgotten., First we shall consider those most familiar:

Noquochoke --"the land at the fork" —-

fLcoaxet --"the land on the other side of the little land”,

(mansett-- originally apelled Nutucuansett end means "at the burnt
woods" or possibly "the place of #ishing by fire" and is a part of Horse-

m.

Pagquachuek -- the name onece glven to Westport Point and means Yat
the clear or open hill," R

Hassanegk -- has been corrupted to lorseneck and means "caéllar dwel-

ling,"

Watuppa -- great ponds between Vlestport and IFall River and means

"they draw water,"”

The second 1s a list of those less familiar but which might well
be remembered.,

Poganset -~ the body of water west of Central Village called Devolls
Pond and means "at the pond.”

Y
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fuannachuck -- Lhe ewamp between Westport Factory and the Vatuppa
Pond,

Wasontuxsett --reglon east side of Noguochoke Hiver north of Hix
bridge. MNow owned by the Allen family and a part of 1t 1s devoted to
a cemetery.

schotest —- & swamp in the northesat corner of Westport.
Pectskeshuet -- on the east side of the Noguochoke River about one
mile south of South Westport and included the farm whore the Ricketson
Sherman House stood.

Shimsuet -- a locality om the east side of the Noquochoke River
about a mile south of Hix's bridge. The Wing Farm which has been in the
Wing famlly for over two hundred years ls on it.

Copatneast -=- & reglon south of Adamsville on the Westport Hiver,
It weans "thick woods or brush.”

Uashtuzet--~"reed or grass broolt" and is now called Allen's leck
{yom the farm of one Increase Allen,

Mashuamskesebb--where Robert and Christopher Gifford owned land on b
the east side of the Noguochoke River two miles south of Hix bridge.
It means "at the place of the red standing stone,"

Nanelkumgick--cedar swamp in nothh part of town.

ho Were the Indians of This Section?

The Pokanoket race wes composed of the Wampanoags, who occupled
Dristol County; the Pocassets, who lived at Rehoboth, Swansea and Tiver-
ton; the Saconets who dwelt at Little compton; the nemaskete who dwelt at
fitddleboro; the Agewans who held sway in Wareham; the manomets who
held deminion over Sandwich; the Sakatuckets at Mashpa; the Mattakees
at Barnstable; the Nolsquassets at Yarmouth; the londmoys at Chathamj
and the Nausets at lastham. '

The Wampsnoags appear to have held sway over the petiy tribes that
covered the territory as far west as the Nipmucks (Worcester, Oxford,
Dudley, Crafton ete.), while thelr own bervitory extended from lass, Bay
and Cape Cod through the disputed tracks north of the Narragansett
eountry to the bay bearing the same name,

The Indians of this section are Wampanosgzs becegie of their polit-
ieal comnnections and Algonquins beeause of their racial connections.

THE FRIENDSHIP OF THE SACONETS.

The saconet Indians, who dwelt at what is now Little Compton, were
as & whole friendly to the English settlers. This fact was of great
benefit to the dwellers of Coaksett, now lesbtport, as the Saconet's ter-
ritory joined theirs. Ve find the name of this tribe spelled in three
ways --Sogkonate, Ssuconet and Saconet,



The aguaw-sachem of this tribe was Awashonks, who Tlrst appeared
in July 24, 1671 when Bhe agreed with the Plymouth court to submit her=
self and her people and to give up their arms., In Aupgust of the follow-
ing year, she affixed her mark to & letter written to Gov, Prince, in
reference to the agreement of June 20, 1672 when she had agreed to set
off some land in mortgaie to the Plymouth Court in satisfaction of a
debt due Mr. John Almy,.

On May 7, 1673 she is named among the sachems to be treated with
by the H.I., Asgembly, "to consult and agree of some way to prevent bhe
excess of the Indians' drunkenness.” .

Tily 7, 1674 she is complained of at the Plymouth Court by "Mamen-
uchkh, Chieffe propriator of the lands of Saconet.," for "foreably det-
aining"some of his land mnd hindering him from giving possession of it
to the Epglish to whom he had sold the same. Their respective rights
were made the subject of a ijumy trdél to Awashonks® great discomfort,

.6n May 29, 1675 Awashonk's has theeequerters of a scuare mlle of
territory, set off to her by the Saconet proprietors, on the shore im-
mediately south of the south line of their purchase., OSomn after this she
gends for Capt. Church and tells him of Philip's sending six men to her
to persuade her to join the confederacy of hoatile Indi=ns, Previous
to sending for Church, Awashonks ordered a geat dence for all members
of her tribe, as was the cuastom when a great gquestion was to be discussel
During the dance, Capt. Vhureh arrived and Little-Eyes, a hostile Sac-
onet, tried to draw him one side on pretense of having some privete telk
with him but really desiring to kill him., Chmeeh lmmediately saw through
the play and told Little-Eyes and Philip's Mount Hopes, who were pre-
sent, that they were blood-thirsty wretches.

After Awashonks had told Church all she knew of Philip's plans, he
advised her to seek shelter with the people of Plymouth,

The 01d Dartmouth Blockhouses.

The prineipla blockhouse was ealled Russell's Carrison named for
John Fussell, a prominent man of the town, According to one asubhority
this structure was not originally built for a fortification but was the
sald John Russell's dwelling house, and at the time of King Philip's War
was converted into a fort. It was bullt near the shore on the cast silde
of the Aponagansett river in & swampy pasture. This fort was commanded
by Captain Semuel Fels of Hingham, WNearly opposite this was a rude
Indien fortification. A very interesting old story has come down o
us concerning the Russell Garrison in the King Philip War Days., One day
during this period of slaughter, an Indian appeared upon the "Heath" or
tlleathen fMeck.” This is a place on the opposite side of the river, ly=-
ing in 2 southwesterly direction from the fort, at a distance of about
a half mile., The Indian began to defiantly gesticulate at the fnglish in
the fort and while thus engaged, was killed by a musket ball, The story
hes & later incident comnected with it, which goes to prove, that such a
thing may have happesled, In the inventory of the estate of an Abraham



Sherman taken in 1772, there appears the following item: A gun which is

said once killed an Indisn across Apponsgansett Hiver from ye old castle
on Russell's land to Hehthen Neeck,” This tradition would now immediately
become history, if we could orove, that the rusket of 1676 had an ef-
feebive ranze at so great a distance.

The white settlers had a second garrison on Palmer's Island in
New Bedford harbor, nearly oppo#kte IFort Phoenix and teday there is a
lighthouse locsted here, The third blockhouse was loested in Oxford
¥illage, in Fairhaven, about a quarter of a mile from the house of John
Cooke for whom the garrison was named., This John Cooke was the last
survisor of the Mayflower snd one of the purchaser of Dartmouth.

It would appear that allithe white settlers of the Coaksett sec-

tion (Westport) who escaped destruction from the Indians must have
taken refuge in Russell's Garrison. The greatest loss of property and
life was suffered in the Aponagansett section as this was most densely
populated, We fi@b that becanse of needing so many men for home defense,
Dartmouth was excused from furnishing men for military service in other
parts of the colony. So poor was the tewn from loases suffered during
the wal, that for the period of the war and for suffeszed several years
later, the town was omitted in the tax rates of the colony. During this
time of poverty and suffering, "contribution was made by divers Christ-
ians in-¥reland,” so the record states, "for the relief of such as are
impoverished, distressed, and in necessity by the late Indian War,"

Philip Makea His Escape becsuse of Ald Needed in Dartmouth.

ool

Capt, Church went to Portsmouth, K,I, to look for provisions for
his men and while there, he saw Alderman, a friendly Indian, who had
forsaken his tribe the Bocassets., Alderman promised to lead Church to
feetamo's (the scusw-sachem of the Pocassets) headquarters, This tribe
during the whole war wes frieundly to Philip, Church immediately order=
ed his men to start on thé two mile tramp to Weetamords encampment. AS
gsoon as the commander-in-chief heard of this, he called Church and Alder-
man to him and asked if they lmew whether Philip and his men had not sll
arrived at lieetemore's camp and were waiting to kéll hhem. Finally de-
e¢iding that the enemy's camp was 8o large and thetd number so small, it
was not worth while o make the attack, so remained at thelr present loca-
bion a while longer.

Their next move was to the windmill on H,I. where they stayed until
a garrison with more strength came to them and a sloop to transport
them to fall River in order %o visit VWeetamore's camp, Next day they
procceded to Weetamore's camp, but 'were discovered by one of the eneny
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on Englishman before dinner, As it turned out, he was killed instead of
the Inglishman, The Indians were chased into the cedar swaiy iocated
in Fall River between south South Watuppa pond and the helghls that lodk
down on !, Hope.

Their pursuers were ordered back to Dartmouth, as the distress there
was so acube, immediste assistance was needed, The most of the Ply-
mouth marrison were ordered to fmssell's Carrison, where they met a
mmber of the Indisns who surrendered themselves Lo Capt. Lels and halph
Earl, who was the firet settler in Dartmouth., These twe men wished the
Indians treated fairly, If this had been done, the war would have ppo-
bably ended soonexr, tut others who had more power than they, had the
Indizms taken to Plymouth and sold into alavery, then transported irom
the country to Cadiz, While all this was going on Philip escaped.

Little-Nyes Taken Prisoner,

At the timm when the scenes of the King Philip War were in Darte
mouth, Little=-Hyes with some other Indians, who had deserted from thelr
tribe became friendly with the English, were captured in the part of
Dartmouth, which is now lew Bedford, hen Little-iiyes wns captured,
gome of the Netops or friendly Indians revealed his identity to Capt.
@hureh, who when told made this reply: "It is not an Englisiman's fashe
ion to seek revenge and Little-Eyes shall have the samg quarder as the rest."”

Little-Eyes end the other cantives were sent to the blockhouse on
Palmer's Island, Chmreh and his party proceeded toward the hussell Cor-
vison, Near the garrison the party encemped for the night., In the morn-
ing it was found the Indians had been at hussell’s orchard and Yad beat-
en all the apples from the trees ond had carried these away, It wes
next discovered that all the swine had been killed and what had not been
eaten had been carried away,

After Purther investigation of the premises, traces of the Indlans
having spent the night there lying near the walls were found. Dy the
footpints made in the dew on the grass, it was readlly seen thab the Ind~
jen's hour of departure had not oceurred mch previous to the discovery
of their recent occupation, ; 5

lipasons for the Heavy Losses in Dartmouth during the King Philip's
. War,

Take the present Fairhaven as a center and with twenty miles as a
rading inscribe o cirele, Vihkbhin that circle there were at the time of
the King Philip's War a number of English villages, among which were llan-
omet, Mamasket (Middleboro), Cohannet (Teunton), Rehoboth, and many along
Narragonsett Bay. None of these villages was in any way able to ald
Dartmouth, as each one hod all it could do to defend itsdlf from the Indians,
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Within this circle of Laglish villagés wos a mumber of Indian
villages, any one of which could easily wipe out the English settlements,

in Dartmouth., There were reasous for the Indians wishing to do this

very thing, as there were famous fishing grounds in this section of which
‘the Indians wish to hove the use in the summer. Worth of these fishing
grounds were lakes and foreste which furnished all their needs in winter.

Duving this war, in Dartmouth alone, one hundred and sixty Ind-
jand were captured. A fact which in itself is sufficient prodf that
the Indians of this section were mumerous enough to do considerable harm,

Vihy Dartmouth Heceived Ald from Ireland.

Soon after Lhe attack at Swansea the Vempanoags paddled across
the bay to Poscasset (Piverton). There they were left for three weeks
while the white settlers, went to the Narvagansebs Lo make a Lreaty.
The treaty was made, but proved worthless, ihile the white men were
engaged in treaty making, Fhilip burned Dartmouth dwellings, which
were i® thirty in mmber, and killed many of the inhabitants., .28 a
large part of Dartmouth’s population were the non-resistant (uakers,
Philip did not meet with as much opposition in his eruefll and tortur-
ous raid, as would have been the casé, had the inhabitants not had a
religloun which caused them to meet death fearlessly and without re-
sigstance for conscience's sake, At this seme time, Middleboro was
burned and several of the houses in Taunton.

A the close of this war, the Plymouth colony was in debt to the
smount of 27,000 pounds, being ia the worst shape financially of any
of the colonies that engaged in the war., The only help which came to
the colonists was that zent by a group of Inglish Honconformists who
were engaged in business in Dublin, These people were under the leader-
ghip of Nathaniel Mather, a brother of Increase Mather, who went to
Dublin after his graduation from Harvard in 1647, When the news of the
great losses sustained and the subsequent hardships to be endured
reached Iveland, thees kind-hearted Nonconformists collected a funfl of
1000 pounds to said the suffering coloniats,

Thogn who spent the money did not exercise the best of judgmonh
for they invested in provieions on which they had to pay & frelght o=
charge of 450 pounds, When the eargo reached Boston, its market value
there was less then its cost in Dublin, Plymouth's share of this do-
nation was 124 pounds 10s, This was divided among the towms 68 the
colony and 22 pounds was the share alloted to Dartmouth.

The Fate of Philip and His Tribes,

On August 12, 1676, Capt. Church ordered John Alderman, a friendly
Saconet Indisn, -~ the same John Alderman who had revealed Little-Eyes®



}dant.ity to Church at Dartmouth -- to shoot Philip who was wandering
N the swamps near his old home at Mount Hope. ter Church's order
had been obeyed, it is said that he would not allow Philip to he turied

as Philip had not permitted meny of the Englishmen to recdfve proper
burial, The body of the slain chief of the Wampanoags was eut into
quarters by and Indian, The head was sent to Plymouth and there placed
on a pole, where we &aye to@ it remained as a warning to hostily in-
elined Indians for twenty years. Philips hands were sent to Boston

and his quartered body was hung on the trees near the spot where he
vas killed

The ecolonizl zoldiers retuymed to Plymouth after this gruesome
work had been accomplished andreceived as their pay 30s. for each In-
dian, whom aﬁc}r had killed, and strange to say no extra price was paid
Mdermen Tor killing Philip, The exact fate of Philips wifeand child is
not knoen, Some aubporities hold that they were sold as slaves and '
later died from overwork on a rice plantations in the Barbadoes., Other
authorities say that were placed on a vessel in Boston harbor which was
pbound for the llest Indes and as this veassel sailed along the coast of
R,I. passed their former home, the mother with the boy clasped to her
bosom jumped from the side of the vessel into the sea,

il The sort of feelings which possedsed the inglish settlers when
Philip's body wns so savagely butchered by them canbest be expressed by
these two quotations, the first from Rev. Increase Mather and the second
from Rev., Cotton lMather: "There was he like as Ageg was hewed in pieces
before the Lord, eut into four quarters, end is now hung up as a momi-
ment of revenging justice, his heasd being cut off and carried to Plymouth,
S0 let all thine enemies perish, O, Loxd} Thus did God break the head of
thet Leviathan and give it to be meat of the peopling inheriting the
wilderness.” "CGod sent %em in the head of a Leviathan for a thanksgiving
feast,” This last quotation was uttered in speaking of the day of thanis -
giving appointed by the Plymouth govermment in hormor of their defeat of
Philip-

The various petty tribes with many of their sachems who at the be-
ginning of the war were friendly to Philip, gradually purrendered to the
English at Plymouth. All these Indians were promised fair threatment by
the Bnglish, but were as a matter of fact sold into slavery or killed.

It is saidthe Viempenoags escaped to lMaine and joined the Penobscots and
the Nipmicks went and joined friendly Indians thus their identity was lost.

Some of the Results of the King Philip*s War in Dart.

During the tow years of the war, no town meetings were held in Darte
mouth and this territory was abandoned, After Philip's death and the
subsesuent suppression of the Indians, the inhabitants gradually return-
ed and rebuilt their homes,



In'gune 1678 a town meebing was held and from that date the town

appears to have started on the road to prosperity. The Acushnet river
was no longer the western boundary of the town. lerries were estab-
lished over the river where bridges could not be built., At about this
time some of the voters began Lo demand a more central location for a
town house, It was voted to have one "at the mills,” meaning Smith
¥ills, This struecture was built st the head of the Slecum Road,

At this time the inhabitants of Apponegausett and Acoaksett great-
Ly outnumbered thostwho lived on the east side of Acushnet river. How= -
ward's neck where Cocke's garrison is said bo beve been built was no
longer needed 28 a place of refuge from the Indians, Those who sebtled
west of the Acushnet were ln the majority and these people were Guakers
hence not in harmony with the religious practices of the Pilgrims ond
had their separate meeting houses, The first one was built at Apponesan-
sett in 1699,

The results of this war in Dartmouth snd elsewhere in the colonies
would have been very different if it had not been for the praying Indiam
There were seven villages of these praying Indians in Maass, who had been
ingtructed by John Bliot and they remained faithful to the English dur-
ing the entive war, if this had not been so the Fnglish colonies would
probably have been exterminated,

Dartmouth People Killed and Wounded in King Philip's War,

Tor many years a tradltion apparently with little foundation was
told and retold, The story was --that Anthohy Slocum of Dartmouth was
killed by an Indian during King Philip's War. The scene of the crime was
the obd stone bridge near the Apponagnaselt meeting house, This is ab-
solutely without foundation, for the records clearly show that “Anthony
Slocum was at the time of King Philip's Var, a member of the Palatine
Court in Albemarle County, Wo, Carolins, The records slso Burther state
that in 1680, "Anthony Slocomb, Esqr., one of the Lds Brops Deputics
aged ninety or thereabouts,"” made a degposition in regard to some "rot-
ten tobacco," Thue the man who was supposed to have been killed in 1675
was offering writtén testimony in court five years late,

Those who did lose their lives were witbut doubt numerous but the
records revewl only a short list. Jocob Smith, who had been appointed
ensign bearer in 1671, was killed as was hls wife, while they were ride
ing on horseback to Cook's garrison. Both were instantly killed, The
tovndpeople later found the bodies and buiied them at the roota of a
pear tree, where they had fallen from their horses,
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Joeob Mitchell, his wife, and Wifidiiam Palmer were also slain by
the Indisng as they were going early ome morning 4o Cooke's gazxrison
where the Mitchell children has been sent the night before for proper
protection, John Pope oo met 2 similar fote on his way to the garrison
There was some srisoner, whos treatment was the pest the lndian could
give, @s an old redord shows—-'"in June 1675 *F* ancther womdsn was
taken, but, bedause she had kept and Indlan ¢hild before, so much kind-
pess was shown her as thai she was sent back, after they had dreszed
her woundsi and the indians gnardéd her $ill she came within sight of
The English,” Dorothy Hayward, who afterwards gave the following de-
position, was probebly the womsn who was meds prisoner and troated
vith such exemplaxy humanity.

"Dorothy Hayward, aged 30 or bhereabouts, being engaljed upon oath
testifieth that she being taken by the lndisns in June, in the yvear 1675,

in Davbmouth in Plymouth Colony seith, Wikbimes William Palmer vas slain.

by the Indians and Jecob iitchell and his wite and John Pope. Chic de-
ponent eaw these Indians, Ponoho, iatanom, John Bryant, Nenpos, Fotal,
Tpganem. These be the names of those that we Imow 0o be in being, Ho
furbher this deponent saith, Taken before me upon oath,

Joseph Clark Assistant,
June 26, 1677

The Szconets after King Phidip's Var

Tn the year 1700 there were lelt about one hundred warriors of
this tribe over which Awashonk had once held sway,., in that year the gen
ernl assinbly appointed Humpns their capbtaln. This Humpas lived to be
an 0ld man, dying about the year 1748, Harly in the seventeen hundreds,
we ind these Indians had become thoroughly Christianized and hed a
meeting house of their own where they made qulte & regpectable congreges:
tion,” One Sunday each month, they were lmstructed by the iev. M.
Piliings at theii meeting house.

Ope of thedi own tribe, John Simon, wes thelr regular preachor,
He is spoken of as ¥ a man of a strong mind." A plague of some sort
broke out among this tribe about the year 1750 and carried off a larie
mimber of the tribe, The tribe was never again large and in the yeaxr
1805 there were but tne Saconets living at Little Gompton, whidh was
their orincipal place of wesidence, From hhab date, we are unable to
£ind any treces of that once warlike tyibe, the Saconebs.

Indisn Rellca.

ALl relations, of sny amount, which Westport had with the Indions,
were prior to King Fhilip's Var, Even at thab time the Indians north
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of the town were friendly and were of great mssistance to the sebtlere.
These Indisns were descendants of the Wampanoags. After King Philip's
War Capt, Church deeded land to them which was later knovn ag the Fall
idver Heservation, TFrom this town wag a road leading irectly to the
resexrvation} which came to have and atill rebtains the hame, Indian ‘lown
Toad, We find a recovd doted 1764-5 which states thatl there were £A0y=-
nine Indians then living &t the reservation, At later dates records
were made of the number of Indimms then residing on the reservatilon,
From the stories handed down to us, we find they continped to live in
a semlcivilized state Tor the most part until the last one left fox
the happy hunting ground, However some of them inter-married with the
white sottlers and scme 8 bheir descendants are living |in that sectiony
L N0 W
One Westport fumilw, who lived near the reservatlon, was ons of the
THAME O S Gifford_ﬁg@{;ies. There are in hhat femily today, baskets
ovmed, which were made by these Indiang, In 1907, as there were no
Indians et the reservation and had not been for several years, the re-
servation, was by speclal ach, trensferred to the city of lall River.

There are two Indlan cemeteries in the town, one on the Driit Road { 2

and ome on the east bank of the Nojuochoke River about a mile and 2 half |

north of Hix's bridge. The one on hhe river has tomb stones on which
are cut Indian pictures,

here is vrobably no farm in town which has not had wrrow heads
plowed frompeneth its surface, Hecasionally & tomashawk ia unearthed,
as happened ut a few weeks ago,

DEED OF STHAHEN'S NECK,

The land designated in this old deed given by the Indians describes
and now within the bounds of Vestvort, in that port of the town named
Acoaxet, but which in 1700 was a part of Little Compton, This deed is
now in the possession of G. Fred Davia of Fall River wifose ancester Den-
jamin Davel came into possession @9 Stephen's Nemk in 1786, The neclk

is owned by G. Fred Davis, the Acoaxet Club, George H. Brayton, George et
W, Kirby, Mre, James B. Springer and the heirs of Asga R. Howland, ¥Fram \ ¢l

this wather lenpgthy document much hiﬁtpry ¢an be learned and reads as '
follows: J ‘

s all people to whom these presents shall come iJohotua Sam

Parachns, tra Sue Godomoch, gigber bol said Jomotus, Indlans of "the

wown of Little Compton, in the county' of Bristol in New Bngland gend-
:* 3 l

ebh greetings.

A 1
3 I
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Know Ye, thot we the said Jonotus, Sam Parachus, and Sue Godomoch,
for end in considevation of the 11 and jubt sum of One Hundred and
Twenby Pounds of current 1ewful money in New England afopesald, to us

o

in hend paid before the séuling and delivering of those present by Capbe
Wililem Sonthworth, of Little Compton afresaid, and Johm Rogers an in-
hablbant of Boston in New England, and now in said Little Compton, of
which said eum of One Hundred and Twenty Pounds we the said Jonotus,
Sam Parachus, and Sue Godomock do ovm the vecelpt of, and thereof and
every part and parcel thereof, acquitg exonerate and discharge the sald
vm Southworth, John Rogers, them and theird, and either of thelr heirs
fxecubors and Administrators forever, by these gpresent given, granted,
pargained and sold, slienated end enfooffed, counfirmed and by those pra=-
sent do ireely and absolutely give, grant, bargain, sell, allen, en-
fooff and confirm from us the said Jonotus, Sam Parachus, and Bue Dod-
omoch, our heirs, and each of our heirs, unto fim. Southworth, owm heirs
and each of our helrs, anto Um. Souwbhworth and Fohn ROgETrs, their heirs
and each of their helrs end asslgns forever, © certain Neck of Land, Stdd
Neck Jyeing snd being in the township of Little Qomphon afregsaid, a=nd
in that part of the btown called Coxit, commonly ¢alled and lmown by the
nsme of Stephen's Neck., Bounded as followbh ire:

On the Worth side or end partly by the lends of Isasc, an Indian
preacher, now deceased, and partly by a straight line drawn from bhe
South Tast éorner bounds of said Isase's land, ULasterly by a snag
wood tree; and from -said snag wood tree bounded on the Last gide by a
gtrait line running soubherly to the South Viest corner of a great rock
that lieth about two rods Eastward of a 11ttle brook, the bounds of &
parcel of medowland formerly sold by Momanuah unto Capb. Wim. Southworth
and Vm. Soale, &as may appear by a déed under the hend and seal of the
gaid lamanuah, bearing date, April 2, 1694, and then bounded by aald
bpook on the East side of the brook until said brook falls into the pond
¢alled Coceast, and then Bounded on the Bast side of said pond to the
place where sdid pond rTona into the sed. Bounded on the West slde from
the seid Isaac's Soubh West coiner, bound Houtherly by the bounds that
were Tormerly the land of Feter nuashim, unbil it comes to & pond called
by the Indians Nonoqueshazee, and then said pond bo be the Hound on the
West side untill it comes 40 the place vhere sald pond runs into the sed.
The ses being the bound O South side or ond of said Meck, conbaining abuut
Phree Hundved seres of land, be 1t move or less, with all the sinmular,
the privileges, and appurbanenses tereunto bekonging, as it is herein
before butted and bounded nnbo thessaid tig, Southworth and FMohn ROgZers,
they and either of them. thelr and elther of thelr exeeubros, assigns



forever, free end clear, clearly acouitted of and from all other iozuexr

AR, DAECRIRGs SRAR0e. 00580 BRE GRAREs doversy Lutanalen, Ao
Rogers, and either of thely heirs, sxecutors, mncil ac{]ﬁinia-hmtora or agsigns,
and every of them from time to time, and at all tilmes forever heveafter
freely, peacably and culebly to take and possess, occupy, use and enjoy
before bargeined premises witout any lawful suib, throuble or denial, in
terruvtion, eviction, or disturbances of us or any of us, the said Jono-
tus, Sam Parachus snd Sue Codomoch to own affirm to be bthe true Proprie=
tors snd lawful possessors of the above Meck of land, and for confiima-
tion of the sale thereof, in manaer and foru above expressed, we the

said Jonotus, Sam Parachus, and Sue Codomoch have to these presents set

oor hende and sesle this 6bh day of April, Amne Domini One Thousand Seven
Hupdred, in the Twellth year of the reign of William the Third a8 Lngland
Schobland end ¥rence, and Ireland, King Signed, sealed snd delivered in
the presence ol us witnesscs.

.ThE.E Goe_

Willims Pabodle,ly.

Bristol, 8., Aoril 931700 o ‘ihe above-mentioned Jonotus, Sam Parachus,
Sne Codomock sppeared beiore me, the subscriber, one of his majestyts Jus=
tice of Peace for sald dounty, and acknowledged the above written iu-
gtrument to be their own act and deed.

Thomas Leonaxd.

The mark of Bonobus (Seal)
The Hark of Sam Parachus (Seal)
The mark of Sue Condomock (Seal)
"Entered April the 1lth Dy John Cory, Recorder.
Bristol, 8 8., lMay 12, 1703, then takon out of the record for sald
county and is & tiue copy thereol.
Atbest, John Cory, hecordels

Dapiel ililcox {eontinued )

After Doniel Wilmox made his escape from Samuel Gallop while the later

mas atbenpbing to convey the Tormer to the county jail at Bristol,

Gallops during a period of several years, made seve ral unsuccessiul
attenpts to recapture the prisoner. This gherrifl failthfMlly kept and
account of hia expenditures and presentsd the same for poyment ©o the
general courtb. ¥

The following copy of hisaccount of expenditures tells of the mm=
erous journeys made in pursuit of the prisoner.

"Here Tolloweth an Accomth of the Deburshbents of Samdl Gallop



sherriff of the County of Bristoll about Daniell Willkocks Which was aGe
agoned by ad Wilcoxs his lscape from ad sherriff in ye year 1693,

To o jurny to Little eompton in october 1685 to B 8., d,
Look after him & 12 o
To onother time in December 1693 to Look for him o 15 o

To a Jurny in iiarch 1695 Where I Lay Hid to waite (his)

Coming I was gon (from) home Just a week on no other bmrasinsss 1,120
To o Jurny to newpourt in llareh 1696 to Demand him of ye 018 0

Gouevr, | Covernor)
To a Jurny to Boston in March 1696/7 to pebion, ye honorable
Left Couer, end Counsell and hous of Representatives for favoer

for a time Whilst he mite be Taken, mony time znd Fxpences 3120
To two jurnys to newpourt to comlayne to e Barl of Bellomont
when my Lord was bhefe 1o September 1699: 4 Days in all, 1 04 @

hesides the may (many) Trestyes which % have hod with Duiers
(Givers) persons To be cesisting to me in Taking of him bthe said
Wilcocks, 3 o000

Ture acecount pr
Samll Gallops”
Danlel tiilcox of Wasonbuxzsett.

Probably there wae no sebbler in the sarly days of old Dartmouth's
history who held s0 unique a place as Daniel Wilsox, By his openly defy-
ing governors, courts, officers, laws, he atands ocut in marked contrast
to the culet unobtrusive law-asbiding Quaker element, who formed the Jam
major port of the population of 0ld Dartmouth. However this man wes
not really & desperate chavacter, Doth the H,I. Colonial Recoxds and the
Plymouth Colony Necords make many references t0 this man and his troubles
with the ~eourts,

In 1659, Daniel Wilcox and Halph Barle of Fortemouth, K.I. purchsed
gondiderable territory in Dsr, These two men were the ponsers in that
great mlgration from H.I. to Var, Three years previous to this mugchase
of land in Dartmouth, Wilcox received a grent of one hundred Tifty acres
of land in Portsmouth but in 1688 sold the same to Thomas Lawhbon, lie
next hear of Wilcox in 1661, whan two years after his purchase of land
in Dartmothih, he moiidéd Llizabebh Cooke,

filcom was more or less intlmately comnected with Benjamin Chuzch
as Church males mention of Wilmox several times in his '"@hurch's Philip"®
War," These two men were members of a jury at Plymouth "That made return -
mrsuant to the order of the court that they had bounded out 'the soubh-
g8ide of thos lands formerly granted teo the inhabitants of Plymoubh at
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Punekotbecsett ote. ¥ The court had ayreed to geant lond to in-
denbured servants ot the expiration of thetd term of service, This

in 2ll cases had not been fairly dgne, so a protest was entered
4o the Plymouth eourt, who declded the question in the manner above
statbed,

Chureh bought from Yileox Jand in Portamouth valued at 4 1lbs.,
10s. Just previous to thebeginning of open hostilities in King
PMiilin War, @lmreh engages ilmox to go with him to visit the Soced
conets, and Awashonk, to act as interpreter. In referring to the
incident, Church speaks of Uilcox as "a man that well understood tho
Indign lanenarve,” also thet he is vprobably the son of Daniel Uilmox
who appeaved as o member of the Grand Inquest of Newport ln 1643,
a5 & vesident of Portsmouth, Other anthorities inaist that this
pecord refers to Daniel of Vasonbtuxsett snd not hia father, Iowe
gver 1n considering what happened later, this does not seem « log-
jeal solubion of the question for the firvst Danlel wiould have .
1ived@ o0 o marvelous old ome,

The records of Dartmouth show that in 1674 Wileox wa- elected
one of the surveyors of the town, His farm extended alony the a6t ~)
henk of the Nogquochoke river for a distance of nearly four milcs,
The spot dssipgnated as asontursets, is about toy miles north of
Hix's bridge =nd rvefers to a small bwork, which mne neross this seo- ,
tion and empbies into the river, Jn Crane’s note hooks of his sur= \ e
veys of Dartmouth during 1710, 11, 12, are numbrons notes conceining
Wilgox's lend, These show that the Daniel Wilcox purchase evbonded |
a8 far soubh o8 bthe homestead of William Ricketson, whkich bore the
Indion name, Poebakeshuet also that Leke's Isleond and ancther islen d
ealled Little Island (vrobably Little Pine asd-sumethes or opng of the
Spectnele Talands) belonsed to Daniel Wileox, -

Tn 1678, the Plymoutk Colony Record tells us that Doniel waz
fighténg n decree of the court of the i, I. Colony. The folloving
is a copy of the record: "Daniell Wilecockes is granted the sume of
Le 10 in consideration of a considerable chavge by him sustoined in
answare of & muite comenced aszainst him att R, I end tryed tevs, and
verdiet of twenty nounds silver money obtained agrinat hin to make =2
eood the charpe of & man lately enred, which was one of the vwounded
men what were wounded in the late wmr,"

Deniel seems o have belonged to that elass, who see the pos- 7
gibility of making money in land booms, for he is ever buying land | 3
in newly-laid-out territeey. In 16Y9 he bocame one of the purchnsers @ o ‘
of Poenssett, Seven years later, he is cceussed by the Piymouth .
court of buying land illesslly from the Indiana for which he was P o
placed undor bonds of 500 pounds, It is also recordad that the same g
year he purchased Penikese whebher or not this igland was a parst of
the elezal ourchase has not been ascertained, In & balf obhliterated
of the Plymouth Colony under the date of 1690, Wilcox "made tumil-
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tnous opposition” to Gove, Thomas fHinckley's taolking poasesaion of a
grant of land along the river (at Saconet, Little Compton)” next to
the land of Dartmouth,

Daniel's next appearance before the court 1s in 1695 In the H.I
Colonial ‘ecord the following mention is made of thia: "Woted, Oxdered
by this Assembly, upon Ghe camplalnt of Danddll 1iillcocks, concerning
the outrage committed by Samel Gallops, Sheriff of Bristol county,
at Little Compton, notwithstanding the appeal made to his lajesty,
linjor John Greene 1ls ordered in beholf of the Assembly, to write in
theilr behalf to the Bientenant Covernor.¥

The next vear Daniel purchases more land and thi: time he buys
smother of the Blizebeth Islands--Basque, This year he also enters
into a second matrimonial venture which pnfortunately lands him in
soutt end pets others into trouble beside himself, as the H,I, Col=
onial Hecord of lareh 23, 1696-7 will show. "Voted: Iir. im. @lbson,
Assistant, being impeached by Lapt. Jeoffrey Champlin, Assistant, Tor
marrying Daniel Wilcocks and Mary Wordell of Kingstown, contrary to
the laww of this Collony, said Gibson pleaded not guilty, dut also
gonifessed the sald parties were not published agcording to the low of
our Gollony, to his kmowledgzos

The Gommittee having head both parties and upon sericus debate,
do we Tind that the mavriage with Daniel Wileocks and lary Vordell
was done conbrary o the law of this Collonyj therefore do declare
anld marriage to be illezal,”

Tn 1699 he was complained of by Lord Bellomont, SoOvernor of
Mags, For the high misdemeanor of which Bellomont secused him ha
was Pound and gilty and "fined 150 1lbs,. and find securitles for the
cood behavior for twelve nonths time, and to stend commitied untill
he performed the said sentence,” lllcox neither pays hig finc nox
Purnishes his security, but instend flees to k.I. Thie arouses Lell-
cmont's ire so he makes a demand upon the governor of H.,I, for the
veburn of Wileox. The {,I. governor in no wise troubles himsalf to
peburn Wilcox to the Mass, authorities. Then Pellomont tells us in
4 lensthy extract from his diary, how he journeys to H,I, and shows
the H.I. governor the scandalousness of thelr aet in harboring o fug-
itive from justice, e finally closes by gayinz "iilcocks was at thab
time in the roam, "Ihus we infox that Wilcox had been sumuoned by
the 1,I. governor to meet the liasi, govelnor, ot Bellomont fails to
301l us when and how Wileox returned to the liass, colouy. '

%, I, Colony Pecordl I:76; III:507; UR3: B95
Plymonth Colony hecord Vi26l; VI 30:2028; 2453 VIII:23
ohureh’s Philip's War, Paszes 77 and 78, AVIII. ‘
Verrogonsebt Historieal legister Page 289,
Gonealosleal Dictionary of R.I. Page 422,



Grene's Nobe Book of Suzveys. Paves 184, 155, 229, 472, 479 517
587 and 568,

01d Dartmouth Historical Sketehes Mo, 88 Page 6.

cida ¢ " " No. 39 Page 1l

History of lew Dedford --Ellis Page 44

01d Dar, Higtorical Skebtehes o, 20 rage 10.

How Danlel Wilcox Paid lils Flue.

Uileox and scme obhers were found guilty of riobt, woub and
cther high misdenmeanors, iilcox ond several others wished thai the
perribory, in which they were living, be made & part of it.I. as they
would enjoy greuter freeodon under the government of H.le In an ende
cavor bo grabify thie wish, they reguested it.I, to assert jurisdlc-
fion over bheir torritorye t.l answeredby proposing to have the line
mmn by & sucveyor. To such an arraheoment the Mass. anthorities
loudly protested, iilecox and one Head were arrested by the laos,
wubhoritics, siven trisl, ond fined 150 lbs. 4As bthey refused Lo
nay tholr fines they were comuitted to the Ypigtol jadl, On btho way
50 Deistol, Vilcox escapes from Samel Gallops, Sherrdifl oL Ledsuol
(ounty, who is later fined Lox allowings Vilcox bo escape. Gallop
1aser makes soveral unsuccossful attenpbs to mrrest the fugitive,
who as later evidences indicote fled to Porbsmoutih, itele

In 1700, Uilcox's wife bocame insane and he wished to reburn
4o his family in Mass, He is Ghen willing to pay his fine by cone
veying cerbain londs whieh he owned in Miverton to the _lasg, Col-
ony. His fridd, Denjomin Church, prescnted his petition bo the leg-
1sl.ture, The vetitilon is gronteed ond a cormnitben was appeinted ©o
abtond to She convoyance loveh 15, 1700-l. :is land in Tiverton
was conveyed to the council and assembly rov the time being. This
1and with others from Thomas Hinckley was set apart Jor an Indicn
Tieservation by the lass. Bay Colony. This land was a nayt of Tiv-
erton which then bordered reebovm.

Ain esbract fram the deed which ilcox gave veads as follows:
none Hundred and Twenby acro lotbt beins the fourteenth 1n mnber
and of one forty acre lott being the second in lumber as appoass on
hecord in the Purchassors Dooke of Hecowds in Tiverton and & Thivt=-
vebh part or a whole share of a Tract of land that 1s undivided Lo=
lonzing o Piverton Bounded as followeth vizb Southerly by lands of
Dairt mouth west by lands of Wiverton and Freeborm and Norbh erly by
1ands of Niddleborough Ixtending Bast to a place Knowm by the Hane

of Gupitbleus And hath prayed that upon hls the gd Wilcox compleate
ing o Deed for yo sald lands he might Do gat at Libertie to geo
hone 4o his familie.”
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"In witness whoveof the sald Uaniel Wilcox heth hereunto sett

his hond and sezle the Twenty Seventh Day of Novembr Aunno Domini
1701, Amnog B R. Hs. Gulielmi Wexrbili Anglie: and ¢ Decimo tertio:

Signed sesled and Delivered Signomn
In presance of Daniel (I) Wilcox (Seal)

Ltenezer Breton
John Jmlder
Hdenjamin Ellexy

Portsnouth on Rhoad Ialand Novembr ye 27th 1701: Personally
appoared the above named Dank@l Wileox snd aclmowledgad the above
writton Ingtrument o be his Act and Deed and his hand and seals
thereuntosett.

Lefoxe me Joseph Cheffleld Assistant.” The General Conwt

of the lasgs, Bay Province assigns the land to the Indians %o be used

ag a reservation on Ieb, 18, 1704,

“hree years later, Oct, 1707, the Ceneral Court of the ‘rovin-

ce of llass. Bay authorized bhe exchange of the Wilcox lan 4, for the

land of Benjamin Church in the S8cond and Third Shares of the Froe=-

men's Parchase, on the oest side of North Watuppa Pond, The Church

land wee what is today known as Wavuppn Reseivation, which was fox

many vears the dwelling olace of the Unmpanoags who were frkendly

to the bnglish colonists during Fing Thilip's Wer ond their descen-
danntuo,

O Aprdl, f, 1709, the Province of Mase. Bay soid to Capt, Donj-

emin Church, the land which had formerly belonged to Daniel Wilcox,
Incrense lethex's Account of Fing Philip's Var in Dewtmouth,

In Increase !lathexr's History of lew Englond is the following
account of the Dortiiouth massccre: "Likewiae Iiddleberry (MHiddle-
bore) and Dorbmeuth in Plymouth colony did they burn with fire asad
barbaronsily mirdered both men and women In those places, ™ Such
also ig thelr dinlwmanlby os that they flay off the siln from their
foces and heads of those they get iuto their nds, and go swoy
with the scalps of thedir enecmya,”

s
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HISTOEY OF {ESTPORT

Dedanae you boys and girls live in this town of Westport, you pro-
bably feel thab you know all there is %o be learned aboh this interest-
ing place, Mow let na see if you really are as wise as you imagine your-
selves to be.

First, let us see how this town looked more than three lmndred years
ago when the white men were gazing for the first time upon the shores of
this placo we call Westport, Then all over the twon from north to south
and from east to west no houses, no atores, no barns, no roads, no churches,
no schoolhouses, and no bridges could be seen, Now do not think that this
neans that no one was 1living in this region for that is not txues Instead
many neople with copper colored skins were living in various little Indian '
villares seattered throughout the town, These villages did not look like
our villages of Viestoort Point, Central Village, or Head of Westport, for
inatead of our ronds there were then only occasional rude paths or trails
winding through the woods and birth bark mts or wigwams were seen instesd
of our wooden houses.

ie Pind that the first white men who came to cur shores were some Ing-
1ishmen who had built a trading post over on the Island of Cutbylmnk, I wone
der how nany of you have ever seen this island as you have stood on the fask
Beach af Horseneck and looked across Buzzards Pay, There it is six miles
from the southern end of our town, just os it was in 1602, when these lng-
1ighmen first saw our btown ond wrote an account of their visit which can
otill be read today, These visitors did not come here to live, as they were
not interested in finding n new home, but in making money through fur trad-

ing with the Indians,

There were whowever some Inglishwen, f1fty years later, in 1652,

14
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who did become interested in this reglon and who declded it was a good

land to buy to use for farms., Some of these purchasers were people of whom
you have already heozd through your former study of history. These people
are illes Stapdish, Rev. Bradford, Francie Cook, and his son John, George
Soule, John Howland and Mrs, Brewster, Elder Brewster's wife, Of course
you remember bhat these people sll ceme v& riymouth in the Mayflower in
1621, Do you recull amy stories about them? If you do not, see LI you can
find out in your history books.

There wers obher people bealds thsse we have Juat mentioned who were
purchagers of the region for 35 pames weve zigned to the record of purchase
vhioh wus mede ot Flymouth on Wove 22, 1652, None of Lhese people ever came
to live in our town but some of their children,,grandchildren and great grand-
children did, allong with many of their friends and neighbors, as well as
people Trom the neaxby lhode Island Colony,

Ay first people Aid aot dare to settle here because cf the cruelty of
the copner colopred nzbives, tut finally in 1671 one very darlng man by the
name of lchard Sisson, wio had been living at Portsmouth, Rhode Island,
moved with his family to the ilead of Vestport, Hore he Muilt a house near
the landing just west of the bridge on Drift Road a little scuth of the 01d
County Foad, We have learned all this from some odd records which tell of
our first settlers. Here Hichard Sisson and his fomily contimed to 1fwe
for o century and a half,

Do you Ymow how many yours bhere are in o century? If you do not see
if you can find oub.

liow in these carly days though men then had to be very brave and dar-
ing, we {ind few who were brave and daring enough to come to live here in

Weatport among the Wampanoag and Scaconnet Indlans who were then livinz in
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our town, The Wampanoags whose headouarters were at Mount Hope had villages
in the northern part of our town while the Seaconnets, who had headquarters
at Little Compton, had a village in the southern part of our town,

Mt aome of the people came here to live because they were forced outb
of their homes becnuse they had refused to worship God as the governors of
the Plymouth and lassachusetts Bay Colonies had ordered them to do,

These psople were forced to choose between going back to England, where
the king would puniah them severely for not attending his clurceh or staying
here in Americs and lfving among wild Indians, Many preferred to do the
latter and 1% was some of this elass who came to Westport to live,

No emall mumber of these people had been forced to pay heavy finda for
attending the meetinga of the Friends, or fuakera as you may call them, Others
had to pay fines for allowing the Friends to hold meetings at their homes,

Probably thess people chose Wemtport for their new home, because it was
near the (uaker colony of Rhode Island, so although their neighbors might be
unfriendly, their nearest white neighbors were sure to be most friendly,

ot long after some of these persecuted Friends had become well estab-
1ished here some of their relatives and acquaintances from Rhode Island came
to join them, You will probably wonder why these people who were living hap=-
pily in Rhode Island should choose this more daygarouu place for their home.
It was this vay, A% that time the Rhode I;EiﬁﬁAGolony was vary‘much gualler
than the present State of Rhode Island, for it then included only the lsland
which extends fyrom "Stone Bridge” to Narragansett Bay, a refiion only ten niles
in length, This little territory was fat f£illed with people and there would
then be no room for farms and 4f that came to pass the people of Rhode Is-~

1and would havﬁ no place to raise food for the people and cattle.
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‘oo, this little island colomy had no streams in which there were
waterfAlls whose power could be used to turn waterwheels for thelr saw
and pgilst mills, TLike the Duteh people you have read about, these Rhode
Island peovle had to nse wind mills to grind their grain and saw their
lumber., As the wind did not blow hard enough everyday to turn thaq mills,
the people were often greatly Inconvenilenced and as thelr population grew
they felt they mist have a more dependable means of grinding grain and
sawing lumber, estport had these meams,for it had three good waterfalls
in its river where dama could be buillt and good water power had at almost
any senson of the year, so theas thode Islanders came over here to live and
use thage gifts of natura,

Other people, and probably the smallest group of all who eame, were the
hunters and fishers who were anxions to get the fur ﬁearing anlmals with
which the woods were filled and the many eatches of fish which swam in the
streamnd, You see many of those places which had sebtled earlier Lhan Vests
port had hed many of thelr animals trapped and most of thelr flsh caught, 80
the business of hunting and trapping was not as good as at first, therefore
the tmappers and hunters mist go to places where fewer people were living,
A8 Weastport was such a place it attracted people to come here to live,

Tou see Ieod of \estport was eight miles from the semshore while it had
dense Torests to tha north, This region alsc had winding through it the
Plymouth to Newport trail which the Indians had made long before. This trail
furnished a pathway to Plymouth were the government was carried on and to
Newport which wag the center of the (uaker Colony where their friends lived,

Pyrobably you have been wonderfhs how this town of ours got its name
Yeatport, Vell, that is an interesting atory which we shall hear about a

little later, but before we will talk of the town's earlier names, When the
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white men first came here they henrd the Indians call this reglon /Acooxet,
which in the Wampanoag lanpguage meens "the land on the other side of the
1ittle land,"

Possibly you think this name sounds nonsensieal, hut let us consider
fPor o moment what this "1ittle Aend" may be, If we should be sallllng around
Horseneck some fine sunny moraning we would see not far from the shore the
island now ealled Cooseberry Neck. This was the "libtle land" of whilch the
Indiang spoke, and just east of this is fhe mainland ineluding Horseneck
and the small. section of the town we now eall Acoaxet, This mainland the
Tndians cnlled the "land on the other side of the little land,"”

From 1658, the time when the land wes bought from the Indians, until
1664 the white people contimed to call this region /coaxet, /coaxeb during
thie time had so few settlers that 1t could not be called a town, but in 166k
gomm men who were 1iving in Acoaxet along with some other men who were live
ing in the two nearby repions of Apponeganset and Acushueé..sked the gover-
nor and his couneil et FPlymouth to please join these three reglons and malke
them & town which should be ealled Darmouth, The governor and his couneil
goon did a8 the men asked, so there wms a brand new town in the Plymouth Cole
pny nomed Dartmouth, This was a very large town for it included nob only tle
most of what is now Vestport but also the most of the territory that is at
present in the towns of Fafdhaven, Dartmouth and Acushnet, as well as the
city of llew Bedford.

Iy these men asked to have their town named Dartmouth we really can not
toll, Wt we can do what moset everybody does when saked a question that thoy
eannot-snswer--just guess, e shall make three guessea about this nanme,

First these men may hmve agked to have their towm named Dartmough be~

amuse when artholomew Gosnold ond his men retuyned to England from their
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trading post at Cubttylmunk they may have ealled "the 1and which was on the
other side of the "1little land" Dartmouth, and some of the men who purchnss
ed the region remembered his rame for it and spoke of the place as lts first
explorer had, Other people think it was not Gtosnold who named the land Dartb=
mouth, but some of the brave snilors who were with him whose home had been
Daytmouth, England, The third guess is that as s ome of the men who purehag=
ed the veglon wers passengers on the Speedwell when it had to go into Darte
mouth Harbor for repairs before it could again try to set aail for America
with itz sister ship the Mayflowers The Pilgrims at that timm were forced
to spend three weelks at Daytmouth, England, while cayrpenters tried to repcir
the leaky Speedwekl, and laber as they vemembered their pleasant sbay 1n this
town named our Maggaclusetts Town for this one in 014 Lngland,.

Do you remember the story of the Pilgrims gtarting for America in the
Yayflower and the Speedwell? If you have never heard of this story, you will
be interested to read about it,

Now you see our town was f£irst called Acoaxet and thé Dartmouth. This
second name 1t bore for 18% years, At the end of that time or 1787, the town
of Dartmouth hed grown so b rge thant the people wanted to divide the town imto
three parts, One of these parts was to be kmown ns Westport, Now why do you
suppose the people of that far off day chose sich a name for ocur town? lell,
T shallhave to tell you, If you hod seen 2 mnf of New England in those days
you would have found it very unlike cur maps of New England today, in some
reapects at lenst, One of the first things which you would probably have
noticed was that our largest state, Maine, wes not then called Malne but ine-
stead bore the mame of our state, for across it in large lotters would have
appeared the mame "lMassachusetts,” Many people who lived in cur part of the

colony, for it was then a colony and not a state, cayried on o great deal of
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fur trading with the Indians of the Maime coast and also sentthhely boate
out to fish along the laine shores, >Sometimes too, some of these salling
vessels want ocut from our own harbor to sail the entire lenght of the then
WMssochisebts const line, When the saibora on these boots spoke of such a
voyaze, they would t-11 of s2iling from the wewipport o the eaat port of
Mansachusetts, Now when our [ﬂ.‘.li‘-fﬂ'f.' 0ld Dartmouth separated from the othexr
pown, it asked the General Court =% Boston to pleaael allow it to take 1te
name from 1ta harbor and be nalled Westport. The CGteneral Dourt readily,
we sec, agreed to let the new town have the name which it has today.

Bven though the old town had grown, we find that the liesbpaet of 1787
and the Weatport of today are so unlike that if we were to wigit the old
bovm ve would hardly recognize the place as ocur home town, Dowmn at West
port Point we should find a very small village bull% on both sides of the
river and only = very few houses standing any distence away from the river,
At this time the whaling industry, which was laoter to make this village a
iarge and progperouns one, nd not yet started. There were, hovwever, houats
which sailed out froem this port to eateh cod fish in thhe surrounding vaters.
When these returmed thelr catches were salted and put to dyy on racks, later
£b be s0ld in exchange for other merchandise, Near the shore wag a galt
works where windmills pumped the wabter fyom bthe river into mige vatn which
were exvozed to the sun, The water would evaporate and leave the coarse
salt which was used in curing the fish, And probably gtrangest of all to us
4@ the Pact that there was no briflge at the Point, Up at Head of Westport
there were only n few houses and no real village could be scen, On the Fag=
tory Rosd stood the Cogpeshall house with its gambrel roof and big central
ghimmey, At Beorge H, Gifford's Corner stood the old houss with its long

north roof, This house wag buillt about 1720 or 1730 and looks mich 1like the
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house at (uiney, lassachusetts, where ouyr second President John /idams liv-
ed., lenr this house on the 01d County Road stood the old Vest house which
was built in 1240 by & woman named /Ann Vest, who was a seamstress,

I wonder if you know what sort of work a seamstress did, We do not have
people we call seamstresses today., /A seamstreas than did the work ddne by
tailors and dressmakers, only bthey had to do all the sewing by hand for the
sewine machine was nob invented until many years lat#r. This woman did not
work at home tut instead spent several weeks each year in the homes of the
wealthy people making and repalring clothes for their families, Poor people
coldd nob afford to have the seamstresses come to thelr homes, A little
farther down the 01d County licad we find the Sisson-Brownell house where Ghe
pecple tell us some of lafayette's soldiers stopped and had lunch one warm
sunmer day.

If you have not heard of our Fremch friend Lafayette who came from France
to nid us and help cur famous Generazl ashington win the American Revolution,
you surely have a great treat in atore,

Lot us see if thers was anybody living at or near Cpmtyral Village at thia
time. Oh,yesl Heve we find the oldest house in scutheastern Magsachuoetts,
This stonds down o land just east of the lMain Road, a short distance fram
Booth'a Corner, and is now owned by Mr. Frank Potter. This house does not
1ook mueh like the houses we build today, for it has very small windows, each
having many panes of glass, while the doors have abrange hingea in the shape
of "I'a" and are fastened with large wooden latéhes. The chimney of this
nouse 18 not 1like those which masons build for houses today, for it 1s made
of stones instesd of bricke, OStones, too, are used as the building material
for the west end of the house, 80 you see this house has three sides tuilt

of wood and one of stone,
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Wot far from this house are two other hougesa which were gtanding atb
the time our town redeived 1ts name Westport, These are the houge now own=
ed by Mr, Charles R. Wood, and fapther down the Adamsville Road the house
now owned by Mr, Franklin Palmers At this 1atter house once lived a “"minute=
pent! duping the days of the American Revolutions Heye, too, lived our first
town clerk, Abner Brovmell. Mr. Brownell was also our trial justice or town
judge., Ve do not have such an officer today. The trdal justice used his own
house, 80, you see, that wrongdoers were often tried for their crimes here.
Too, this house long served as o taveyn for travelers going between New Bed-
ford and Little Compton,

Petween lestport Foint and Central Tidlage stood the Brightman Houge
with its gambrel and slooplng north roof., Iotice how this houde and all these
houses we have spoken of were built to face the south rather than the road,
The Wilders of these houses did thia go that they could have as mich gun-
shine as possible in their homes.

Another place in our town which looked quite different then waa the re=-
tion about Hix's Bridge. The hills on both sides of the river were mich high=
er than they are today. At Piret only a rough trail or path wound up and
down these hills, This was a part of the path that led from Seaconnch ©o
Achshnet, Later the people of the town widenod this path so that it was ble
enough Tor wagong to travel on. Sometime later one of the eitiuzens of the
town received permission from the General Court at Boston to tuild a bridge
across the river, Thisrman, whose name was ii11liam Hix, was allowed to charge
pasople for passing across his bridge. Lvery person who walked across hias
pridge was charged one penny, while every horse and wagon had to pay two per=

niea for nging the bridge.
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Near this bridze in 1787 there were two houses standing which are
at111 standing today. These are the houses now owned by My, Amasa I,
Reminzton and the ome st the Corner of Hix Bridge and Drift Roads now
Imovm as the Handy House,

iihen VYestport bsoame e town, of course it had no town house where the
men could go to vote and make laws for the town, Of course, even if the
town hed no rogular town house 1ts citizens mist meet somewhere to decide
what %o do for the good of the town and strange to say, they cose Mr, Rem-
ington's house as one of the largest and most convéaiont houses for this
mrposes So for two years several iesbport town meetings were held here,

This house was aslso uvsed as a tavern for years, Do you lmow whabt a
tavern was? Ve now have no taverns in our town, but we had greoll need of
them for many years, as you will readily aee.

Let us see how Horseneck looked at this time, There were no cottages
along either beach and omly a few form houses slong the "let,." At the place
which 18 today lmown as the E(lmy farf: there were three fine houses, two of
which we cnn still see ioday, and across the road from these stood the Benj-
amin Cumming?s house ns it does today, ALl of these houses here then cwned
by the Almy femily, At this time two men were living in the Benjamin Cun-
mins's house who goon became famous in the town, One was Humphwey Almy, who
one weim spring morning ran across the sand hills of Horaeneck to the Point
to tell the people of that village that a British frigate wns salling toward
the Point, probably intending to attack that place, so they mist premre the
village to defend ltself, Another member of the Almy family who interests
ug is Villiam Almy, who was Bhosen moderator of cur Pirts town meeting, one
of the members of our firet board of selectman, and a delsgate to the Genere

al Court ot Boston., At Boston he had to vote upon a very important matter,
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Tt was such an important matter that every one in the thirteen states, for
we had only thirteen states in our country, were then talking about the mat-
ter, Can vou name tlose thirteen states?

This tmportant miestion was "Shall the people of the United States vote
to become a rewblic and accept o new set of laws ealled the Constitution
of tha United States? We do nobt know how he woted but hope he voted,"Yas."

Now the people who lived in these houses did not do the work about their
fmrms or in their house as we vould do the gaie work today. Why do you sup=-
pose this was true? Let me tell you,

Fipgt these neople did not have all the fine tools, machinery, end
ptensils to work with thot we have, 8o let us see whab tools they did have,
and how they used them, |

I'hen the faymer wanted to plow his f£leld, and get ready to plent his
erop, he had only a wooden plow to use. Ai8 the fPields then had many more
gtones in them than our flelds have today think how hard the farmer must
have had to work in order not to break his plow and still turn the furrows,
Like his plow, his shovels, hoes, and rakes were all made from wood, OfF
course wood was cheap in those days, as thare gbill were many acres of for-
@st in our town and many sawmills which wer constently sawing logs into
boards. Too, all small boys were taught to carve and whittle when still
very young so they could help make the toola.

Mowinz machines, haybenders, tractors, corn binders, and many other
pleces of farm machinery which are coimon to you were undreamed of then,
Tverybody, even small children, had their work bo do abeut the house or
farm. Gchools were kept only o few months each year 80 children had maich
more time to work at home than do the ehildren of today. There was wood to

be chopped, sawed and split for the lmngry fireplaces; ﬂ:.i'*:and wool o be
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hathered, cleaned, spun and woven lnto clothj erops Go be planted, cared
for nnd hnrvested; clothes to be cut, made and repaired; food to be cooked
which was not easily done before the fireplace or in the mmge brick cwens.

Besided all these kinds of work'éhe women and girls of the family had
to make candles and soag, weave and sew rugs, ke butter and cheese, con
fit and vegetables, dye the clobth for the girlst dresses ond the boys'
suits, refine the fat of animals %o use in cookigs, dry fruits to use in
the cooking in the winter when fresh fruits could not be had, and many obher
things which the women and #irls of today are not called upon to do.

The women snd she glrls were not the only people who had to work many
hours each day at many styenge hard tasks, The men and boys not ony had %o
use the poor tools which we have already spoken of , but they also had to be
tutchers, carpenters, shoemakers, masons, ond tool-mokers. Tu0y,these
people had to be able to mend harnesses, wagons and tools and often lnd to
be thelr ovm blacksmithe, Besides being their ovm butchers, these man were
at firet thely own tanners, but luter as the town grew two men d ecided they
could earn thetr livings mostly by tanning hides of the cattle. This they
aid and soon other men decided to glve up farming and become shosmakers, Now
you gee though all the men nad to be farmers at firvet in order to get food,
that later some eould give up the work on the farms and 'go into other lines
+o work and buy their food from those who sbtill remained farmers.

5 little later we find the town had stores, blacksmith shops, forge mills
and prist mills, Iater still we find ship yards, sail lofta and tailor shops
ot the Head and nt the Point. In the ship yards whaling veasels were built.
These ships wheﬁ finighed sailed nll over the worlk, some going to the hot

countriea where the weather im so warm thot the people live out of doors the
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mogt of the time, while others went to the lnnd of the Lskimo, Sometimes
theae vesaels would make vogages that lasted as long as five years, but they
generally were pone from home about two years,

You see the saillors zot all the clothes they needed for these long voy=
apes before they left home, These were mode at the $illage tailor's shop
beasuse there were no department or clothing stores where such things could
be bought, Near these tailors! shops we find that millinery shops there were
iloter doing Yusiness, IHere the ladies of the tovm eould have their hats and
bonnets made and trimmed, The hats end bonnets of those days wers generally
meh more elabornte affairs than are those of today, so it often took several
daye for the milliner to make one of these headcoverings,

At this tilne when the men Were having thely clobthes made at the village
tailor shops and the women were having their hats and bonnets made at the
villnge millinery shops we find that the villmpze doctors were practiclng
medicine in a way quite different from the way they do today,

First the dockors of those days rode on horsekack when they went to vieit
the sick, while they carried thelr medicine in large bags atbached to the
horses'! saddles, Tinally when the roads ilmproved somewhat, the doctors bought
chnises wheich were a sort of two wheeled wagon having a buggy top ut no
springs, Tnto th ese chalses they harnessed their horses which they have been
using for riding, end thus made their calle., The dotitors of that day received
n very small fee for one of these visite -- only fifty cents, while if the sick
person called ot the dootor's office for tweatment, he had to pay only o fee
of twenty=Tive cents,

The dootors of that day not only received very much smaller fees than do
the doctors of today, but they also did many things which the doctors of today
do not have to do in theixr practice of medicine, For instance, they had to

roll nll theiyr own pllls on larpge marble alabs, and had to paund the herbs ol
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other things which were used to make the pills, They often hod young men
come 4o thelir homes to study medicine, These men would visit the sick witin
the dootor and then in their spare time reand such medical books ag the doc-
tor had in his office, /After such young men had spent a year or a year and
n half with o doctor, they would start to proctice medicine by themselves,

The doctors were not the only men who received amall fees for their ser-
vices, We f£ind that the sthoolimsters of this time were receiving even small-
er onlaries, for these men were paild 78 each month of the winter term end ;6
each month of the surmer terms, while the boys' and glrls? fathers and mothers
took turns having the schoolmaster board at thelr houses,

Not only hed our town come to boast of ite doctors and shhoolmasters,
tut it also came to boast of another class of men vwho were quite differant
from either, These were theiy stagecoach drivers, In the days before steam
ears and electric oars we had three lines of stagecoaches paasing through
llestport, one going between Newport and Westport Point, another between New-
port and New Bedford, and still mnother between New Bedford, Fall River, and
providence, I people wished to travel to Boston, which was considered a
very longz journey in those days, they would have to go to New Bedford and here
stay over night, taking another stagecoach for Boston early the next day,
These coaches wade theilr trips three times wach week each way. As the roads
were very poor the horses had to be changed every 10 to 12 miles. These chang-
es wore umally made at the differmnt village taverns were the passengers
could rest, partake of food, and exhbange news with the owvmer of the tavern
ond hia friends,

Besides pamsengers these stages often carried parcels for people who
1ived alonz the routes they traveled and later these conches carried the mail,

Now mail caprrying dm those days amounted to very 1little because the rates of



wl B

postare were so very high that only the very wedlbky could afford to send
letters, It then, too, wae against the law to send parcels, newspapers, or
magazines by mail, However, the stngecoach drivers could deliver papers at
the taverns even though these dould not be sent as mall, We find that in
1792, "Th New Bedford liedley and Malne Journey," o weekly newspaper was bo=
ing brought by the Wewport-lew Bedford stagecoach drivers to Westport. Iven
though this newspaper was published once a week it was not large, containing
as 1t did only four pages, each of which wes about three~fourths the size
of those of onr ordinary dally nowspaper.

In these esrly days of travel our tovm lacked some of the roads we have
today. Let us see about these early reads, The fﬁaﬁ road of which our

towm could boost was the 01d County Rosd, In just what oxder the other roads

were built we cennot tell, but this we know that befora the year 1700 the Hix's

Bridge Road, the lower Drift Road, she Adamsville Road and probably the lorse-
neck Road were tuilt, In 1716 the road past the Town Hall and the Central
Villame Chmreh was Built, Just when ¢ he road leading from George H, Giffoxdts
Corner to Central Villare wns bidlt we:do not Mmow, but this is certainly not
one of our oldest ronda, How do we lmow this? Well, a very old rock at %the
corner of 01d County Road end Sodom Roads tells us this. At the Place lmnown
as Lewton's Corner we find a Rarge boulder on which ia roughly carved these

words ! "Iy the Point.”
Wlg Howland's Fereys"

Now 1f the road which we have just mentioned had twen built in the days beforw
the stageconches and other vehicles from » great distance had been traveling

that way, the diredtions on this etoms guidepost would never have been neces-
gary, Of courde you know where the Point is, but Howland's Ferry may perplex

you, This name was then applied to the place which we now call "Stone Bridge."
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Althiouch this place is not in Westport, perhaps some time later you would be
interested to hear why this place once had another nome and how 1t gobt 1%,

The raod leading to Veatport Pectory hnd the State Road are among some
of our youngest ronds, They were not btuilt until the decades 1860 Lo 1880,

for some time we have been thinking about how our btown looked in eaile
fer dnya and what places in 1t have changed and which have not. HNow let us
2o beek o 1ittle while and think cbout mome of the dealingsa our ancestors
haé with the Indians in the early daya of cur tovn's history. Eet ua for a
time think about those Tndisns from whom the Pilprim fathers bought the land
and about whom mentlon was made snrlier in our astory.

How much do you suppose Ueatport cost when it was first bought in 16527
Well, we cannot say exactly bedause at the same time Weatport wos purchased
the towna of Fairhaven, Acushnet, and Dartmouth were also bought, as well as
the land now included within the limits of the city of New Bedford. "The price
paid for this large tract of land was: 30 yards of cloth, 8 moose skins, 15
axes, 15 hoes, 15 veirs of breeches, 8 blankets, 2 kettles, 1L cloth, 22 pds.
of wanpn, 8 pair of stockings, 8 pnirs of shoes, 1 fdon pot, and 10 shillings
in other commodities, I'rom this list you can readily see how little value the
Indians place upon thelr lands,

The ohief who agreed to the sale of this Ind vms called Massasolt by
the white men, bub celled Vesamaguen by the members of his own tribe, the
Viamponoags, His son whose nowme nlao eppears in the dddd was named Vamsutta,

Have you ever heard of these Indian nnmes before and if so, in what cone
nection have you heard them?

Althouph these Indians had leerned memy of the white men's woys, they had
nob learned to write for we £ind that Wemsuite wos mnabhe to sign his name to

the deed so instead hnd some one else write hia name for him beside which he
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mt these marks "M", while two off the Pilgrim fathera, John Cook and John
Winslow, witnessed the mark, Today this deed con be found at the Plymouth
Court House,

For mony yenrs the white men snd the Indians lived very ko prily togethe
er, but finally both lagsassoit and his son, Wamsutta, died and Philip, a
poungey son of the old chief, became ruler of the Wmapanoags, Philip, un-
like his fether and elder brother, did not like his lnglish Heighbora, Today
as we look back and see how some of the white men were treating FPhilip and
others of hls trlbe, we do not blame him for trying to drive all Inglishmen
from his lend,

Philip did not waib long after he becoms chief before he started abir-
ring up trouble for hisﬁonamies.

The firat thing he did, so far ns our town is concerned, wna to send a
messagzer to the Senconnet Indians' squaw sachem, Awashonks, ansking her to
Join with him in trying to drive cut the whites, He would probpbly have suce
coeded in this undertaking if Capt. Clurch, om important man of the colony,
who had been sent by the Lnglish to get /washonks on their side, had not ar-
rived just in timm to prevent Awsshonks from saying, "Yes" to Philip's measen-
FZors,

/s soon as Awashonks hnd said she would be friendly to the English,
Clurch ordered her to go to Pyymouth to stay among the white people so that
no harmeould come of her, This she did although some of her tribe fought with
FPhillp throughout the war, which began soon after these Wompanoagza had
visited Awnshonks' caump,

The White people naturally did not want wer so did all that they could
to prevent it, One man whom they felt would be of mich use to them in pro=-

vent it. One man whom they felt would be of mich use to them in nreventing
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the wer wes Damiel iiilweor, ¥ileox was o geeat frlend of the Indisna and
had learned to speak thei& lanpuage. He, too, was a great friend of Capt,
Cmreh, ao Church took him to act as interpreter when he made vlsits to the
Indian villages, trying to persuade them not to make war on the English cole
onists, This man, Danlel Viilmox, lived on a farm on the east side of Nequo=-
choke River, north of Hix's Bridge, now owmed by Mr., John Allen. The place
was then mown by the Indian name of Wasontuxet,

In spité of nll that Capt. Clmreh, Daniel Vilcox, and obher brave men
could do, way come., During the summer of 11675 every house in the town of
Dartmouth, of which lesbport wae then a part, was burned, while many people
were cruelly killed by the Indians, The only places of safely to which
people could flee were the blockhouses, of which there were three in Dart-
mouth, One was at Russell's Mills, another was at Palmer's Islaud in New
Betford Harbor, while o third was losated in the present town of Iairhaven
and nomed for John Cooke, Cook's Garrison, You remember that Ubhn Cooke
wag one of the original purchasers of the town,

A1l the people who were living im.that part of the town, that is now in
Westport, mst have tried to get to Fussell's Garrison, for that was the
neayest blockhouge as well as the largest one, The people who fled hither
took with them as many of their cops, plgs, horses, and fowls as they could,
for they had no desire to leave these for the Indians to enjoy.

One Vestport fomily who had o lively time getting to this blockhouse
was the Farle family who were building a house on the west side of Horaeneck
Road about one mile south of Hiz's Bridge., One sumer day in 1675 just as
they were boarding the roof a messenger came to tell them that the Vampan-

oaps were ooming, Vith all pomsible haste the family got their belonglngs
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together =nd started for Russell's Garrison, On the way there people en-
dured many hapdships, Juat what these weye we do not know but any how thn#
were 80 frightened that this #iamily could never be parsuaded to come back to
yestport and finish thelr house even after the Indians had been budly beaten
by the English. But many yeanrs later the Larles gold thelr farm to a man nem=
ed Joseph Londers who finlshed the house which stood untll 1894,

Just ot the time the Laxles were hirryring along the road to Russell's
Garrison things did not look too bright for the c¢olonists as the days flew by
and the Indians wore abtacking this torm and that, Copt.00hureh's army wos by
now almost without provielons, so one dey he went over to Porbemouth, R I.,
for food for his men., He at last reached the camp of lieetance, the unfriendly
soiew sachem of the Poocmaset Indions, Here n batife ensued in which the In-
dians were defeated, They were then chased into a celar swamp located in Fall
niver between the South Watuppa Pond and the heights that look down on iir,. Hope.,.
Just at this time the pursuing inglish were ordered back to Dartmouth as there
wns great distress in this town and assistance wag needed ilmediately. A
this time, took the most of the Ilymouth Garrison was ordered to hussell's
Garrison, Thera the larger army captured several of the Indlana who were coaus-
ing so mch trouble in Dartmouth. At this time Philip escaped. Is, too, vas
in Dartmouth, Wit in e part far distant from Russell's Garrlson, and his pur-
suers, like all other soldiers, were ordered to leave whatever they wore do=
inz and hasten to the Garrison to protect the people there, Probably if the
white men hnd not been foreced to leave their chase, hilpp woulld have been cap-
tured in the region arourd Slocum Road, and thiswould have brought the war to
a mch sarlier close.

During the two years which this war d4id last, in this town, one hndred

and sixty Indinns were baken prisoners, thirty white people were killed, and

¥
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all the houses were burned, All this put the town so budly in debt that no
taxes were levied for several years snd no town meetings were held for two
yenrs, In fact, there vms so mch suffering inthis town and those near 1%
that the people of Ireland raised 1,000 for the war sufferers of the Ply-
mouth Colony, of which Dartmouth®s share was 22 |

In spite of all the suffering which this waxr brought the people do not
geem o have become discouraged, for in s few yenrs we find that the town
was soon more progperous than before the war, Several ferries and bridges
were built, and s new town house was built at the head of Slooum Road, A
1itble later, 1699, the town's first church was bullt ab Apponegansett .
Phie belonged to the Dartmouth Heeting of Friends. You remember ve read
sometine ago that most of the early settlers of Dertmouth were Friends, or
tnskers, os they are aometines called.

About 26 years after the King Philipts War, the people of Masa,. decided
that the Indlons who had been friendly to the English during dhe war, and
their families as well, should be given certain land which should be known
as o reoservation, Here those people and their decendants should be allowed
to live without ever paying elther taxes or ront for this purpose.

Next ceme the question as to how good land could be most cheaply got
and where it should be locnted, Soon an answer was found, Our old friend,
Daniel Wilecox, who you remember acted as interpreter for Capt, Clmreh in
the days just before the King Fhilip's War, had hnd considerable with the
colonial government, In fact he had had se mch trouble that he had to go
over to Rhode Island to live in order to escope paying a heavy fine, Finale
1y after svending several years there, he ldarned that his wife, who wag

Uving over here in Westport, had become very 11l and Wilcox then wished to

2



be able to come bagk home and help take care of her,

At first he did not see how this could be ddone, Then he thought of
his ¥riend, Capt, Church, He asked Capt., Chuxrch %o go to Boston and tell
the officinls there that Danilel Wiloox waa willing to give the eclony a
large treet of land which he owned on the shores of North Watuppe Pond as
paymert for his fine, If they would let him return to Westpoxrt. Capi., Chureh
told the people st Boston of Wilmox's plen, They readlly sgreed to take the
1and and soon after pessed o law saying this land should be an indian resers
vation, A little latew the officials at Boston exchanged this land for the
plob lying naxs to it Mow you see this Westport men helped Mess,. fn arrang-
ing for ita Indlan veservabion, (hen this propeirty ceased to be of any use Bo
the Indions, the legislature of Mass, sold it to the clty of Fall River to
which 1%t belongs today.

Do you Imow what use Fall River males of this vast wooded region?

The road lenging from Vestport to this reservation is often called the
Indisn Town Rend, Can you see any readon for the name?

New we will leave these Indinng since we have found a pleasant home for
them end thelr ohildren, Let us see what we can learn about the Indidns down
in the south part of ouy town., You remsmber we sald those Indians were call~-
ed the Seaoconnots, which name in their lanpuage means the "Block Geese,"

We £1AA that two men nsmed John Rozers and William Scubtbworth in 1700
bought a large tract of land, which lncluded whe whole sactlon now kuown ag
Agoaxet, or Weatpors Harbow, {rom three Seacomnet Indians nomed Jonotus, Sam
Paraghus, and Sue Codonock, Thede Indisng had come 48 learn tihe renl value
of thelr land, so made these white men pay 120 of fngllsh money, or a sum

ecual to about 5600,00 in our money, A man then could only get for a day's
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work an amount emal to about §50 in our money, therefore you see it took a
long time to eayn $600,00, so that amount was worth much more then than now,

Wow there is a story which aays thet this region had oncs before beén
gold to the white men, but thet the white men so badly cheated the Indlnns
that the officinls of the uolon;rlt}ﬁmld not allow them to keep the linds
Much of this reglon vme not fertile, so the Indians could not Blant corn on
it, neither 414 it have heavy foreste growing on it, so it was really not
very useful to the Seaconmets, and they cheerfully sold 1t for one-half peck
of whibe beans, If this story in tme, we belleve even though the Indians
thought this land was not very valnakle, it would seem as if they mst hove
been pretty hungry the dey they planned to see this large plece of land for
go amall an amount of beans, |

Of course we canmnot btell; maybe the story ia not whobly tres. Ve have
gotrecords to tell us about 1t. It i3 only a story that people have told
each other fyom the olden days to the present,

Although mony other stories have come down to us about the Indians, vo
think that the record tells of their having to pay for the right to lmnt on
the lands that had onece belonged to their tribe is the saddest. This record
states that in 1684 the citizens of Dartmouth voted in town meeting that all
the Indians living in "Acoaxeett" and wishing to hunt there should pay Jemes
Siseon 10 shillings or else thay must kill 3 volves or 3 bears in payment far
the right to mmb, Do you think this tox Pat$?

Probably you have heard all you care to about Indians for a tima'," #0 we
will leave them and look about town to =see whht changes have been talding
place here and how much our town has grown,

Pirst we find © grist and saw mills which had been built a short distance

fyom the Heed in 1712, These were responaible for part of the village's
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gvowth, At thet time 3 men by the names of Vlaite, Tripp, ond Lawbon, came
grom Portsmouth, Rhode Island, to our town and btuilt mille, one the east
slde of Gifford Road about 1/8th of a mile from the Head, the 2nd stood about
where the Torge Mill of the VWestport lifg. do, now stonde, and the 5rd was
divectly oprosite this, partly over the mill pénd.

Mony years later the 2 mills on the Factory Road were bought by a man
named 7Wi114iam Rotch, This man made the saw mill over into a forge mill and
here hoes, axes and other tools were made from bog iron, If you do not lmow
pog irom is, look up up in your ceopraphy books nnd see if you can find out.
The great work done st the Rotch 1i1lls attracted many people to flead of lests
port to live and sevaral houses were built, =0 o village formed.

Some years later the mill which stoocd near the present sifie of the
mjpper Mill" of the Westport MNfg. Co, was pold to a group of men who built it
over somewhat and begen the mamifacture of cotton goods there, MNot long after
this the "Forge Mill" ard the'Upper Mill" became the property of the same
ovmer and to make travel between thess tow mills easier and shorter this man
built the road whiéh now connects the two and which we today call the Factoxry
Rond. The stagecosch drivers soon began to uae this road in traveling from
Fall River to New Bedford, You remember the State Road had not yet been builb,

During this time the village at Westport Point had been browing larger
almost Aaily becsuse of the whaling industry., A large fleet of from 20 to
%0 whaling vessels was sailing from this port to every part of the world in
gearch for whales, The greatest amount of business connected with this
industry gave work to a great mimber of people,

Tn time this village became as prosporons and important as the Head of
Westport and had its own post office and postmaster, We do not kmow where
this village's First postoffice was, but probably in the Cory store, as
Tasac Cory was the first postmaster here. At the Ilead the firet postmaster

was Isase Howland, Ie was appolnted to office in 1818 and used his tavern
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which is still stonding at the corner of 01d County nnd Gifford Roads for
his post office,

Timea have brought other shanges to ocur town in size and pomlation as
well as in appearance, From soms very old records we find that the western
boundwyy line of the town was combimally chenging fram 1692 until 1774, as
the people of our colony and the Rhode Island colony were always guarreling
over the land, You memember we have said fhode Islend was always looking for
more land, so the boundary line wes changed every few years in an effort to

gettle these cuarrels, In 1746 our town-, Dartmouth, and its neighbor, Littde

Compton, each gave some of thelr territory to form a new town which was give
on the name Tiverton, The new town was then in the Maes, Bay Colony and not
{n the Rhode Island Colony as it later came to be,

In 1787, a® you remember, ouy town and New Bedford broke away fyom the
old tovm Dartmouth, but the boundsypy: line between the tomw Westport and the
0ld town Dartmouth was not really agreed upon, so we find that im 1793, 1795
and 1805 Dartmouth gave Vestport some more lamd along its eestern boundsry.
Jeveral years later im 1861 we find that Pertemouth, Rhode Island, gave us
gome land which 1t felt should belong to our towm, Then again in 1894 o new
boundwyy line wns drawnlbetween lestport smd Fall River, and finally the last
change came in 1899 when the lthode Island and Mags, boundary lines whemere-
morked, Now after all this long list of chonges which you see it took over
200 yward to make, we have our town the ®ize and shape that 1t is today.

By looking very carefully we can see that our town has secen just as
meny changes in its pomlation or people as it has in 1ts size,

The firet people who settled in our town were Englishmen, but beore long
we find some people coming to our town Lrom France, were their very cruel

king had ordered them to worship God exactly as he directed, or suffer dread-
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ful punishments, Many of these unhappy I'rench people decided thet they pre-
ferred to leave Fyance rathér than obey the wicked &ing. lany of them came
to America and several come to our town to live, These pasople were the greoth,
great, ever so great, grandfathers and granduothers of those people who now
bear the names of Devell, Cornell, Crapo, mand Pettey.

Thege Fyench families seem to have lived very happily with thelr English
neizhbora, for soon we see that the gsons and daughters of the Knglish settlers
were marrying the sons and daughters of the I'rench settlers.

Now . .y of both these French and English families were soon buying
pesople to help them work on their farms, You probably have never heard of
anyons buying and selling wervants, but hhere really was a time when geople
did this very often, even right here in our own Vestporbt, These people who
were yurchased as serventa were called alaves and generally came from Africa,
Gur people did not po wey to Africa every time they wished to buy a servant;
for you see that would have taken a great deal of time and cost a great deal
of money. This is the way the servant buying was really carried on., Car¥ain
men who owned ships would load them with galted cod fish and other gooda,
than they would anil down to the West Indian Islands, where they would trade
their cargoes for slaves which some other boat had brought from Africa, then
taking their load of slaves, they would sail north and sell thease slaves to
people in the English Colonies.

SJome btimes a sea captain would not sail to the Vest Indies for his
slaves, but would po direvetly to the coast of Afriea for them, Irom some
odd papers that hove come down %o us and which tell about the slaves we find
that there are several houses etill atanding in our town where alaves did
the work and several farma which we can point to where slaves planted the

fiafde and hayvested the crops. Ferhaps you would like to know where some
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of these places nre, iell, first let ua o toelorseneck, lere on the Almy
and @ummings farms we find slaves buslly at work both 1n the house and in
the fields, Then let us go up the river to Hix'a Bridge, because people
genorally traveled by water instead of by land in those dlays as it was the
move comfortable way to go, Near the place where Hix's Bridge now stands
wos the Handy House, then lmown as the ihite Furm, Here we find slaves
hustling apround and hunbing about the plece, hoelng, apinning, weaving, feed-
ing cattle or mending tools,

From heve let us travel up Iandyts Hill, through Cmntrel Village, down
Adameville Rosd, to Macomber's Cormer, through Sodem Road to Lawtenhs Cor-
ner, and the #arms on the northeast corner of this road and the faxms on
01d County Rond which have been owned by the Lawbton family since 1712, This
family owned meany slaves and were noted for their kdnd treatment of these
nServants-for-1life," as they were sometimes called by the Friends,

At this time, too, Richard Sisson and his family hnd elaves worlklng
about their tavern and faxrm at the Head of Westporf,while down ab Richmond
pond in Acoaxet, Col, Silvester Richmond had a large mmber of elaves abt work
on hig faym, There were many other familiss~who wmed slaves that we might
mention 1f we had time,

Some people also had Indian slaves, but these men and women were not
usually as good workers as were the negro slaves who came from Africa.

For many years all the people who came to our town to live were either
of linglish or French descent, except these negroes, but finallyna change
osme. Let us mee what ceused this change, Our cotton mills and the wages
shey maid began to abtract some of the Fench people from Canada, 8o most of

then settled near VWestport Facbory. Later some of them who came here %0

yq
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toke the farms in the 90's were the Portupuees people, because they wished
to live in larger towns or ditiles,

Another change in population came during the early mineteen hundreds,
when people from Pelend came here to work in the mills and a Iitile later
to settle on some of the farms,

Probebly the peatest changes in our town have been at the exbreme north
and south ends, The fine sailing, swimming, and pleasant breezes attrect
many people to Acoaxet, Horsensok and estport Point each summer, while the
eacy and comfortoble travel between our town and Tall River has cansed may
people to moke their homes in the northern end of Vestport, so now this part
of the town 18 no longer covered with farms or wooda, while most of the owners
of the houses in this secion go back and forth to Fall River each doy to
their work,

Veny interesting things have happened in this town since tho days when ©
the white men fivat saw 1t in 1602, but probubly the thing that most excited
the town mas when the gelectmen were arrested for not paying the townt's re-
ligious tax, You have probably never heard of a religlous tax, for such a
tax has not been paid anywhere in Maas, for more thon a hundred years, Now
you sae that these selectmen must have heen arrested a lorng time ago, Well,
they were, for this $1) happencd Just about 200 years ago ot the tims whon
Benjamin Franklin vms o young man.

In those far off days not only in Dartmouth, for thia happened when our
towm wos o511l a port of Dorbmouth, tut in almost every other town or eity
in the whole world, men wers hoving to pay taxws to support the emrches,
just as your fathers and mothers have to myy terxes to support the mblic
schools, Issuppose you are wonderdting why these people should hove refused
to pay this tax if everybedy in every bbher tovm was doinz the same thing.
Tt vas nob the tex 1tself, or beesuse the people did not think the town

ghould have o chareh, that they refused to poy the tax, but because the tax
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monay would po to support & chureh which they did not like nnd which they
believed to be wrong., The citizens of Dartmouth =nd the officials at Dos-
ton cuarraled for =z long time over this religious tax befpre the officlals
becams cngry enough hosarrest the Dartmough selectmen and sent then to Brig-
tol jails In faot, we find that this cuvarrel started in 1671, for in that
year the court at Plymouth ordered the town to raise 152  to pay a minister
who shauld preach the word of God to the people of Darkmouth., The people
paid no attention to this okder, oo agnin in 1674 we find the governor, i,
Hinckley, the lieutennnt povernor, and the colonlal btreasurer coming from
Plymouth to a Dartmouth town meeting, At this meeting they talked with sev-
eral of the prominent men of the town about thls matter of having o preacher
who belonged to ghe Bovernorts shurch in their town, Soon after this ceme
King Philip'a Vay, and because the suffering in this town wna so great and
beeause the people horo had séid no attention to the low about hoving a nine
ister of the aoxt that the colomial officials wented in town, the court voted
thut the towvn mat be rebuilt 1ith one central villlapes so that the people
eould protoet themnelvea from ‘the Indisns and get to clmroh easily on Sundays,
This eourt, too, said that the reason vhy the poopls had suffersd so mich
eruelty from the Indians was beciuse God was ongry with them for not going to
the government church and had sent the Indians to burn thelr town and Xill its
{nhabiltants ag n wunishment, OFf couvse we know that was a very silly notlon
for these Pilprim fathers to have, Tt people in those days hud sone very
strange ideas, It would seem as if the people of our townfelly theee ideas
were nobt very sensible, for we Tind they paild no attention to the orders of
the eourt, though thpy vald 1ittle heed to this lawbreaking on the part of

Dartmonth, but at last it became so very nobiceable thet in 1698 and 1695 the
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Court again orderod the town to Mire n minister who should bekong Lo the
golonial emreh, Of course the town egain mefused to do this,

Now o change had just taken place in our government. The Plymouth CGole
ony and the Mass, Bay Colony had united and were called the Frovince of linsa,
Bay, Our town was mow roceiving its orders from the Boston officiels, as
Plymouth had become just an ordinary town in the colony. The Boston povern—
ment had long been noted for treating harshly all people who dld not attend
femilarly the colony's churches, so of course Dartmouth was soon marked as
a place that muat be punished for its disobedience.

Dartmouth, knowing that it would probablysoon have trouble with the pov-
ernment, 414 something at town meeting 1t had mever:been known to do before.
Tt eleetod a man to be ity minister, Of course this man did not belong teo
the coloninl church any more than had any of the other ministers Lhey had had,
Right away the people of Boston were more angry than ever, for hhey knew the
people of Dartmouth had played a triek on them. To get even with the Lown,
the Court at Doston passed o law aaying that towns eould no longer elect
their ministers, ut that bhe Court would appoint one for each towm, Do you
think this bothered Dartmouth? It certaiunly did not, for at town meetlng the
people went to work and elected lNathaniel Howland, a Friend, for thelr minia
ter, Meanbimm theedolony ordered the town to pay a religious tax of 100
The selectmen, who were mlso the assessors, refused to make the people pay
this smount, When the Boston officinls heard how the selectmen were behaving,
they sent aome officers here to arrest tho seleotmen. These officers carried
the selectmen, who were named Philip Tober and Joha Akin, to Bristol jail
where they were ordered to stay until the town paid the religlous tax,

Although the people ef Dartmouth were very angry because thelr seleoct-
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men had been imprisoned, they were not frichtened, Immnediately a torm Mmoot~
fng wes called at which the citizmens voted vo Luy foxr all damape that wight
be done to the selectments property or to tneir health while they should re-
main 4a jail, At this same nmeeting, they =lso voted to raise 700 %o use
for paying the expenses of a gyroup of men whom they were sending to Lngland
to beg the king to free thefk selectmen from jail, aid them from the tax.

The men who were to 3o were soon chosen, They immediotely hastened to
pet, ready for their long ovean VOyage to linglond, When they arrived in Ing-
land, they went diyrectly to see two famous FTyiends who were vell thought of &t
the Xing's court. These Friends, Thomas Richardson and Richard Patridge by
nams, helped these Dartmouth Fylends to write a petitlon which was to be
read to the king and his couneil at L, James! Court. Finally on June 2,1124.
this petition was nresented, It did not take the king long to decide that
the people of Dartmouth had as much right to have a I'rhﬂl minister in Ghelr
town as had the people of Boston to have a Separatist church in their town.
You wee, neither of these churches was the one o which t he king belonged.
The king said the selectmen wepe to be freed right away, and the governor
and nll other officers of the Privince of lass, Bay were to see these ordexs
were very carefully obeyed, Now Dartmouth's quarrel was over, and thenexb
year the people in town meeting chose two religious teachers or ministers.
One was Nicholas Howland, who served the Friends, and the other was Philip
Taber, a Dapbist, who was minister to thoase Bavbists then living in the gast-
ern part of town,

Many years later the hown became very excited again, but this time the
selectmen were not sent to Jail, The couse of this excitement was o nan
piding very fast along the 01d Connty Road one day in April, 1776, Why do

you suppose he wos in such a mrry? As you do not luow, I shell have to bell

Y.
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For some time there haod bheen a pood deal of quarreling between the
Amexlcon colonist® ond the king of England, over taxes, The colonists by
the lows of Ingland did not have to pay taxes to the English king. They
had only to pay these to the colony. The king kept breaking the laws by
trying to force the people to pay taxes, In the end this quarrel had
brought on a wor, as such quarrels always have since the world began,

The king had put texes on window glass, paper, paint, tea, and many
other things, which the people refused to pay. Finally, while in ingland,
a ship called Dertmouth-- for our town in which it was Built--was loaded with
tea, The ship wae then sent to Boston, where thepeople of that towm forbade
the captain %o land his ecor§io, The Captoin beinz a young Friend from Nan-
tucket wished to hove no trouble, either with colonists or the governor, #o0
he asked to be allowed to Sail awey to Nantucket, The governox, whose name
was Mutchinson, hed as little sinse as the king who appointed him to office,
and refused to let the young Captain eail his ahip to some obher place, This
68 course made the people of Boston $wice as angry as they had been in the

first place, so they determined to get rid of thej#ed, How do you suppose

they did this? Vell, they dressed themselves to look like Indians and hreidd-
1y jumned on board the ahip, whera they ripped open the cases and threw the tea
into the barbor, OStemnge to say, one of these make~believe Indians later
came to live in Dartmouth,

When the king heard of the "Boston Tea Party" he became very angry aod
simt up Boston Harbor so no vessels could pet in or cut of it, Purthermore ,
he sent some soldiers wver here to see that his laws were obeyed, The peopls
of Masa, and some of the other colonies became very angry about the matter,
Some very wise men lmew right awey that sooner or later war would begin, so
in secret in all the towns, even Dartmouth, were many of the people were Fr

Friends, men could be found preparing for war, Dedmuse these men promiged
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to be ready to go to war et mimte's notlce, they becane lnovm ag the
Miimte Hen,"

Mavhe you pemerber that we seid a "mimute man" lived on the /damsville
Road, by the neme of /ibner Brownell, Wall, our swift rider, whom we mention-
ed sometime back, had come to tell the geovle orﬁour town that way had bepmun,
and that 211 the "Mimte Men" muat start for Doston immediately, Now every-
thing was lmatle and hustle, for within a few hours tow companies of Dartmouth
"mimite mon" were on thelr woy to Boston, Do you wonder the peopls were Bxcited?

This war, vhich had begun two dnys befove our ewift rider brousht the
newa to Vesport, proved to be o long one, for it lasted 8 years, Our town
had many nnhapyy hours durdng that time, The pert called Bedford Village wes
roidéd ond a part f+1ib mrned by the British in the summer of 1788, while o,
Dartmouth alsc hed smeh trouble ot the hands of the British soldiers and sail-
ors. The only place in ouvy part of the tovn which suffered renl injury dur-
ing this war wes the Davis Hmuse at ‘conxet, This had one side badly enint-
ered by connon balls ghot by an sngry British ecapbain whe was unable to find
his way Inbo the harhor mouth so that he might burn the villege of Wespomt Point,

During the war our next—dooz"ntm'}@‘m over in [thede Tsland were oftemmn
hard preased by the Fritiash and had to send to us for aid, Tt was not an
upaormon sight to sse a group of men mrrying down the Adamsville or 0ld County
Roads carrying their suns over thelr shoulders, bound for Rhode Ialnand to
help those people drive the British awey,

During one entire winter the British held Narragaunsett Bay and refused
to let the people of Tiverton gmo across the Ferry to Protencuth to ottend tle
Friendh® Church in the town, VWhen the ¥riends in liestport heard of that, they
invited the Friende of Tiverton to ¢ome end worship with them every Sunday,

The Tiverton Friemnds gladly nccepted this invitation, and each Sundoy when

[ »“\
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the weather was fine they could be seen coming on herseback along the Adaus-
ville Road to the glurch at Centyal Village,

You see though few people lived in our town in these early daye that
of'ten many interesting things happened here and that many men have lived
nere who aid thinge of intereat and hhlp for other people. For a little time
1ot us think about these people. IHave you ever heard of Hon, Col, Sylvester
Flchmond who was living down at Acoaxet nearly two centuries ago? lie came
from Bdusbon with his family and settled on some of the lend that his wife's
father John Rogers had given to his wife, You probably recall that John
Rogers and another man hnd bought all of the region now called Acoaxet from
the Indians for 120 , This man, Col., Sylvester Richmond, became very fam=-
ous ag a fighter againet the IPrench and Indians, This ie the way 1t hhppen;
ed=-~he vas so interested In leaving all of Ameriea for the English that he
paid for fitting our one whole company of soldiers to go and take Loula-
turgh from the French, which was then the strongest forbkin America, The Hon,
Colonel was nade leeder of the soldiers and was successful in eapturing the
fort from the Uremch, After o hard fought battle, when the French commander
marehed out of the fort with hia soldiers, he gave the French flag which had
flown over the fort during the battle to Hon. Col. Sylveater Richmond,

King Ceorge 11, King of England, was so happy when he heard how brave
Cel, Richmond had been that he sent a message to Col, Richmond invitlng him
to come to Iingland and recééve o medal for his bravery. The Col, did not
feel like taking this long hard trip himself, so asked the king to let his
gon go in his place., The son had fought bravely in the battle, too., King
George 11 did as Col, Richmond asked him, and soon his son, Col. Ezra, was

sailing away to Ingland to recAtve the kinp's decoration,
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About the time that Col. Lzra was gniling for imgland, o little slave
boy was born down on the 1gland of Cuttylmnk, This islend was then a part
of the towm of Dartmouth. Fortunately for this slave boy, his fabther was
soon able bo btuy his family freedam from bthe Sldgm family who owned then,
Thep when our little friend Paul Cuffes, for auch was hie name, was five
years old, he became o T@§e® man, Thouszh the family wae not free, it was
very poor and little Paul had to work so hard that he hed a chance to go to
achool only tow years in his whole life. How Paul wae h hright boy, and
aven if he could not go to school very much he kept his eyes and eare open and
shroneh theae lenrned many things that other boys failed to see and hear,

At sirteen he was able to sail any of the elivgerships of that day, He

goon beecame so interested in mavization that he saved his money and becane (.

ownep of one oif these shive, in which he went on voyages to the est Indies,
On these voyages he made much money in trads, and so was able Lo buy othar
and larzer ships, [ith these dhlpa e mnde voyages to Ingland and Africa.
A4 he went from place Lo plage and saw how happy he vaa compared with tho
poor nesroes who wexe bought and gold asg slaves, he felt ha st do something
to maks the slaves happler. While trying to think out a pdan for this work,
he feund that thers was o Broup of people in Englend who had elyeady worked
aut n scheme for helping the slaves.

Phese neople had bought land in the free British coleny ah Sierra Lecne,
Afyrien, and here they were sending free of charge all mnawey sloves and
other nerroes who wished to 1ive where they could enjoy ore freedome then
they would in Americs or in Turope, Panl Cuffee was very happy when he heaxd
abhout the plan, and 4rmedictely began to get a ship veady to carry a lopge

mumber of negcoas %o Aftiean, Soon all were ready to start snd Poul Cuffoe
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with hig happy nscroes sailed away to Afrien, This voyage cost Paul Guifee
several thousand dollars, but he was glad to spend his money to bripg hig
people happiness, A few years later ha made another sush voyage to Africa
and onrried even more necroes than he did the firat time,

Not only did Paul Cuffee like to do kind things for his own people, tut
he also did menerous things for the people of our own town. When Penl was
just & young man he had coume to live on a farm on the west aide of Drift Road
in the re@ion lmown asz Tripp's Wharf, He soon saw that the boys and girls of
Jestport 4id not have very good achools, slgo that thelr fathiers and others
hed to pay for =11 the books their children used in school, OSometines it
ymg very hard for the parents in this towm to find money for these books,
Sometbimes, too, the townspeople did not try to make the negro boys and giri.s
¢o to school, and when this happened these children grew up to be vely ignor-
and people. OFf course all thiz was wrong, Poul Cuffee Tound o way to change
thinge, le opemed n school of his own which was free in every way to both
white nnd negro children, Both the white and negro psople were very happy
about thds achool,

Inspite of Paul Cuffee's treating the people of the tovm so kindly,
there were some peopla who did not treat him in the scme way, One day ve
£ind ha sand sevaral other negroes who ovmed mich property in our town, fell
vory prieved hagouse their tax bills were always mach larger than those of
the white neople who owned the same amount of land or tho same kinds of build-
ings, As negroes were not then allowed to vots, bthey could do nothdmg about
having their tax bllla changed.

After a grent deal of planning on the part of these people, 1t was fin-

ally decided that they would have Paul Cuffee write and ask the lavmakors atb
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Poston to pleawe pass a law saying that negro men in Mass, could vote just
as the white men did, Peul Cuffee did write such a papex, and the lawmakers
passed the law which hag ever gince that day allowed the negroes as vell as
white veople to be citizens of our state, Am BMON B8 this law was pﬁased,
Peml Cuffee and mll the other negroes of the town were taxed at just the
pame rate ms the white people. Don't you thi.!i'{hhiﬂ fair?

The longer ydv. study history and the more you learn about the t)lpgs thet
happened in the past, the more yvou will see that men have not always thought
and acted ag they do today., Fron the two stories we have jusht been reading,
you can sulo that people used to guarrel and argue more over paying taxes than
they ever do today, Why do youmippose this was so? Well, it was this way,
The kings and nobles of Turope 8o lonz made people pay unjust vexes that the
people #ame fiually to feel that all texes were unjust and unnecessary., Of
course this wes a very wrong idea for them to have, But they wepe not to bleme,
because the kingy and hobles weuld not explain to the ppople that 1t really
aost = great deal of monsy to govern larce gmogps.of people, Now even before
the Pilprims come to Plymouth, the people of Englend had gecretly planned all
sorts of ways to get out of paylng many of their taxes.

One sort of tax which they always Mmd not to pay was the one which
the king p:l;aoed on goode that were brought to their ocountyy from ferelen
jands. Today we all know such a tax is fair, buktbhe people of that day could
not understand why it ves just, so 4o get even with the ling, as they thought,
they had all sorts of wayas for getting these foreign goods into the counbry
without tho ling's officers oatehing them, Such secret tpeding wos ealled

smggling, Today it is oonsidered wery wrong to try to smggle goods into

this country, tut in the old days 1t was considered a very brave and smark
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thing to do. In fact, men went mbout boasting how easily they could fool the
- ¥lwgs o?ficers,
Our town had two houses which were probably built 2o that thelr own-
ers could smgele goods ir the very easiest way. One of these houses i8 the

‘Robext Gifford houge, now known as Roadside Faim., which was built before 1711

and stands facing the "let" at Hovseneck, on the west side of the Horseneck =

Toad & half mile gouth of Aldnts Corner., This house overlocks Vestport Foimb,
Horseneck, and Acoaxet, so was a good place for srmugeling goods, From this
house you were sble to see the king's officers long before they grrived at the
house, 50 would have plenty of chances to hide the goods. For mmay years the
c4fford8' conducted a store in the southwest chamber of this house, and we
are told people who lived ag far away as Taunton often come here to trade,

The second house is the Perry Hazard House, which formerly atood on the
west banl of the Acoaxet River, A sea-faring man and trader in West Indian
goods., The house stood on land previously owned by the tuilder's faxther,
0liver Hazard, great-uncls of Oliver Hazard Porry, who was a fauwous naval hero
in the vmr of 1812, You will study about this war later in your history.

This house i of the gambyel woof type, and was so built that ships could
pail slongside #nd easily unload their eargoes into the celler, Houses buils
neay the water to be used partly as a storehouse for amggled goods were not
uncermon in New Fngland at this tinme,

At the present time this house stands on the New Westport Harbor Road
whare it was moved a few years ago. Then it was partly rebuilt by its owner,
Franklin Palmer. Meny yenys after this house was tuilt, men came to belleve
that smiggling vas wrong, sc houses of this kind were no longer built, and

very fow gools were brought imbo the country except as the 1aw directed.

"(7
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You remember that a little while ago we were reading about the "Mimute
men® who fought against the king of England becsuse he taxed them unjustly.
Soma of these men, you recall, had raughh for eight warn. Eight yearas is a
fong time and our country was very poo:'. go it had a hn:M timacto got monsy:
enough to pay the soldiers for their work, When the war was over, many of
the soldiers had large sums &uq tham fyor the government. It scemed as if
these bille could never be paid, but at lest a fine plan was thought of. Out
in the regioh now calied Dhio, there wes some very vich faim land which was
owned by the U, S, The land was cut up into large fayms and given to the sold~
{ers ns pay for the £ighting they had dome during the wer,

Many men were glud to get this rieh land, so they loft their rocky New
England fayms and traveled the long hayd road to the Ohio country. |

Let me tell you how a group looked who sterted from Mattapolsett for the
Ohie country, one Ostober morning in 17688, This graup travoled through the
northern part of our town, along the Old New Bedford and Dlossom Roads on
their way to Rrovidence, R.I., where other txavelers to the Oblo country
were to join them,

This gpeup of people who names were either Devall, Rouse, or IHarkell,
were packed into their vrairie wagon, which is sometimes called a covered wog-
on, and with them were their feather heds, brass and iron kettlew, guns, pew-
ter plates, and other housshold goods. On tha outside of this wagon was o
large sign which wead: "To the Ohio country"., Two large howses glowly drawe
ing this wegon and its load over the rough, dusty road. Don't you think theb
the boys and girla who then lived in the northern end of cur town mst have
been thrilled to have this gpreep of travelers bound for the most distant part
of our countyy drive past thelr homes,

Just think~--it took these people six weeks te travel to the Ohio count-
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ry in thelr covered wagon, drawn scmetimes by horse and sometimes by oxen,
Today you and I could travel to this reglon by train in emsotly 24 hours oxr
one day. Which way would you like te trave--by coversd wagon or by train?
Wﬁile the Westport boys and girls mey have been exited about the
"Ppaivlie Schooners" passing through their town, I em now going to tell you
something which happened a little lanter which excited them as men and women
far more, |
Thie ie what hoppened, Althoggh the American "mimite men" had beat-
en the English ¥ing's army and were now free %o do as they pleased, the
English woulld not ellow them to be fese upon the aseas, What do we mean by
wfpee upon the seas"? Why, it means this:
When a country i Pfvee upon the sens, its ships are allowed to sall to
all parts of the worl®, while the ships of ohher countries never throuble
them in eny way.
nat ot this timo England was very mich in need of sailors for her ships,
as tlmf country was at war with her meighors, so her king decided that Ame-
jean ships were a good place from which to pot these sailors. To do this the
English ships would stop ocur American ships as they were sailing the seas,
board them, snd take some of the sallors as prisoners, They would transfer
these sailors _to their own ships, later Toreing them to gight for them or
ala§ to ackt as aslloras on the British merchant ships,
This thing happened time and again to sailora from our town and from
many other towns of tha country. Finally, things got so bad that in 1807
our President, Thomas Jefferson, you remember the one who wrote for us the

pamous Declaration of Indenendence, hnd onr Congress at Washington pass a

b
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1sw forbiddine any American ship to sail out of ite harbor., In this way
he forced the Inglish to leave our sailors alone, But dirsctly something
almost as bad as having our sailors aboken happened, What do you suppose
that could be?

lell., when our ships could not sail about Trom plece to place buying
and selling szoods, the nsople began to suffer because work hescame scarce
and the food scarcer, Right in Westport things became so bad that the

people met in town mecting and wrote a long letter to the President and

another to Congress, In these they asked the President and Congress to please

set agide the law about the ships leaving the harbor and again allow the
ships to go aboulb carrying goods and trading. Like Westport, many other
tovns sent letters to the President and Congress, asking to have this law
gset aside, At last the people had their wish, and trade was asgain carried
on, mt another war had to be fought with England before our sailors were
aafe upon the deas. This war was called the Var of 1812, and was the one
in'whiech we said Oliver Hazsrd Perxy fought so bravely.

e hope you have enjoyed these stories of Wesboort in the olden days,
and when you are older you will enjoy reading bbher stories of interesting

things which have happened in our tbowvm,
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Parker, John Avery
Howland, Humphre Jr. Later
(Carrs ‘
Anthony (erie, one) 1773 time of the saw mill beginning

\Howland, H,
Howland, Bhilip b, 1721 hes Lydia Karl Place
John Philip Howland son has Geo.H., Giffords (public house) bl754

P5(Howlend, Humprgy his sen b 1751 d 1881
Howland, Isasc b.1763
oamthan 1752

Pecham son Peleg

Sisson Lottie g

Reynolds ' their great aunt Hannah Wing b. 1801
Sisson, Allen ~--Hannah born their

Coggeshalls, Bradford

Peckhmm, Patience

Little, Barker
Howland. E1i; TAried kept house at Ooggoshall heuse 1773
L

Little, Nocholas  son to Barker
" Almys, No, end old

Gifford, Wm. lived ther many years &go. : A



Pierce con't. .

= {i?ﬂpo Geo, ell ond smsll buildings age of Almys
- Peckham, Jonethan once--
G iﬁordan, Stephen on 8,1, road
Soule, Joseph 1766 built then ° z =
liosher, Capt. (Prospect Hill) baek to sumphrey Howlands son Philip

Gifford, John first’bro of ¥m.b 1754 disz2l p1751-d 1821
\Gifford, Geo E (oldest lge hoase)

. land, Isaac 1765
Howlend " grandfather house stood where Brightmans stands imown
Brishtman Vim. as Charles Little place

Little Charles

Macomber, Iaac torn down -0ld heuse by saw mill
Taylor, Lizzie Slades grandfather of Central Village
Roches Grist Craws house and mill later

Gifford, Adam near Graw house

Gifford, Nathaniel old house ty his monument

Parker, John Avery 100 yrs apo lived there

[ Adden? Charles built
dams John very old
Gifford, Job Mrs. Provhies

' Gifford, Stevhen
fifford, Charles occupies sight of old Coggeshall house 3/4 mi.W,Head
Potber 6ld house \remains left in meadow N.W. of W Giffords
baker, Fhebe
ker, Charles her erandfather b 1764 4 1855 at 92
i?isaon. El1i-. older than Paker
Tripp Mr., -- Baker bought it of ir. Tripvo
= Sisson, Elmer in garden ad) house once stood.
Baker, Job bro., of Charles -built
Xirby, Bradford house
Gifford, Susan very old
Mosher, built before Baker house
also old one head of Fisher hd, { gone)
between these two Cuff heuse and buryal grounds
W ﬁj;cml, Deniel b 1766 built where
Tripg Esey barn stands
Wing, Wilson 1802 K.W corner of Aunt Khoda Howlends yard quite old
Sissen heuse 3/4 mi V. of lead
Cornell, Ceo.
No, of it xmi in pasture old house
zfeyond Sisson opposite side of waod
Tripp Mr. old house '
Gifford Cavnt. Henry house &n its sight
{Giffurd, Stephen Fore®'Rd. = lge old house
Gifford, heris, trs, Brandfther
Milk, Semel or Lemuiel .
White, Lizzie creat great prandfather
Bightman, Charles 1ived previous teo 1799 also owWns
'rion, Geo -- old house in meadow
Milk, Job brother of Saimel (Lemuel)

Envton, Fred.

oM A
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.
¢l et ?Lyon,‘?homaa house on land of

\Little, Capt Joseph (moved to village laneway W of lm. Cornell house
. {LGornell, Ym. built
' Gifford, Charles A,
Howland, Daniel . o .
Howland, Humpreys son supposed te have tuilt
Tripp, Howard next to 1806
iiilk, Job
Shermand, Clarendd, school house stood on this sight for years
- given the name of Pond nearby 7
e ? Lawton, E1li old magazien stands -
Milk, Job son Jehn :
Howland, Danile, Hampheys son (Humphreys basement store,mouse mill
rrist , shingle, spkke his business, .
Peckhsm, Jonsthan blacksmith shep ? -
Brownell, Geo C. (his helper
Philips, Willie lives with Humprey was from Tripps wharl
Gifford Pardon msT. “umoreys nicce lives in lg new house at saw-;rist m
{Uomnatock
Thompsen, Lphraim in Barker Little house fulling & carding
liacomber, Isanc --machémery cost-frde in . scross stream grist
liooden bridge sinkke pier in middle
Kilk, Lemmiel public house store in 5. ell
(-« %  Gifferd, Job wooden blacksmith shop
Gifford John groceries in his 5.E. room tekes in travelers
Reoreh zrist=-frandfather Crow
Cifford, Stephen forge just below the old bridge
Gifford, Eluhu son
~— Gifforé, Job  John zaaisting
Baks», Chrxler, Trnnexry
Wing Wilson hat m#t. Popple Hill
Friends Meeting
Parker, John Avery was ---out of town-- building vessels at Hix bridge
Living in Gembriel roofed house Rhoda H.
Standish, r. Lives across river M, Milks old house where Goe Tri v

o PR T, PRt
dres —- JTohn OGS,
A

Plers yard vessel
Saw pit
ond water plece "Phebe Ann" only veszel built on B, side
Lamb, Wm, rigeging it
Veasels Bark Wve?
President
T, Winslow
Iris the bigres
Anthony deacon sold (the father A)
new buildins --- 1807
1ilk Job Howland Isascc exbhanze houses
Peckhem Jonathan son Peleg enlarge théies
Parris Nacy Grandfether Cornell, Peleg-Fr, 5. West, build leter
used as public house & stage exchange bowling in back of born
%iasod Cnatant new 160910
Wileox, Yohn
Gifroré, Adem Buit now-ell school from Forge Rd,

b4 b
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?.g

P10

P11

Easset-Absolem builds Sawyer? house 1824
- Parris epposite lirs, Parris
Hed Store at Abner & Adam Gifford, Anbhbny scales & shed now
stands
Milk, Job exchange with Iaac ngland de_&dies t%ara -

HE :
Parker, John Avery build ships %ﬁ&pﬁi§u§g} ggousc e 01&5%% e

Standish Pa¥ker house later

Witheral, John? building vessel

Milk, Lemuel ship building business

Milk-moves to o0ld house in meadow dies 1820

Macomber, Persy father -
J.C. bought store est of vindslow house

Allen, J.C, moves red store 1821-2 .

Antheny, John (Goat Island)

Kichmend, Dr. Thomas -1816-built next to school

Gifford, C.A.lirs. Grahfather Dr.Richmond -rented part ofViindlew h.-

Basset & Vinslow (shoe shop between)

Wing house moved across the road

Shepard, Nat has jewlry shop in Dr. Richmonds office

Shermen, Albr. later

Freights, Charles "

Devol, David - shee-paint shep over river & bailds windmill &

Kidders, Lr. grinds paints
Davis, Jonathan Cavt. -2 companies West side Co. .
({fford, Job, Capt. bast " i

Wing Wilson ensign or coler bearer
Gifford, Silvia teacher
Wing, Hanneh Pupil :
Peckhem, Jonathan & Peleg 1821-2 leng new gtore
Gifford Paul bro, of Pardon milds 30 ton vessel
Gifford, Arun yard 60 ybkks oven-(John Adams to C.A.Giffowd-
barn & store)
Sloon Alice 98 T '
1820 Brige Industry
Howlend, Deniel store closed "
liing Mr. (colored) is conducting store
Brownell, Devid cabinet business later made info dwelling
Hall, Cherles, colored from Point-kedstore moves it
Nottage, Ur. makes it into dwelling 189-
Bailey-store K. of Winslow poyveq bet, snhhony&Uhurles Hell
Sherman ,Albert keeps it dwelling of Theo. Davis
liscomber, Percy stope moves twice 1824 next to the river
Gifford, Abner,&Adsm lived years where
Gifford, Charles,i., wwmed & kept gtore
Anthony John owned it
" & llacomber
" & son Sidney
¢ i Giffords new store takes its place
Parker, Abraham building aeross canel from Abner Gifford store
DEreYIs; Abnar -meetimg

Gifford, Hohn closed his store NEcorner-religious serviss held
Devolls, Abner meeting was the ship carpenter shop above “harles

_ _ Halls.
moved agein Pine Hill hd, 2 Yhristisn church.

bYc
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Qﬁﬁuﬂ }Gifford, 4dam built house E. of Cornell house
< Lowton Eli bought it and moved it to W, side
3 Uriennels, house 5. road
= Gifford Adem erected his house on krs, C. Little site next to HU.chdrch
‘ Little school house removed from, I, end of Clarinda 1815
Bhermand house moved to Catp Francis lot
Sherman, lrs. Brected soon after oppésite
Gifford, Abner
Yooden Bridpe replsaced by sone one with £ piles 1831-2 ord?2
- Snell mill at trout pond 1820 & saw mill : -
Gifford Cant Henry builds 1833 =
( Yimcomber, Elery builds where
rion, Richard lives
lmed, Werren builds vhere
Howland, Lizzie lives -
o o & 1875 Aunt hkhods Howland house torn dovm
(= Stome house erected on site of son humphrey howlands

Triends lieeting abandoned now on Winding Hill 1840 later taken down
gennins may be seen in dwelling house in mesdow SWof Fred, Tripps
near Kirby Corner
_Church, Christopher bo ght lge home WW comner of londing
4 Forpe canges hands
Eﬁifford John A. 1843 bim Mfg, Col later *
Gifford, Anthony 1890 ruller factory below Uraw mill back of
\Gifford, lr, house and burns
tm.Fe.Go. water privelges boot mill
Tripn Ezra house erected .
White, Holder 1841 carriage shop where Bark Thomis Winslow built
— last leamge vessel
¢ Thompson, Josevh 1842 builds where
{ Little Cant Jos. lives
White, Holder 1842
¢ Devol, Devid (Philip) builds where
Levton, Ausustus 4
Thompson, Jeremsh 1840 & brother erected buildine on landing below
etone blecksmith shop. Tenement upstairs
Fronces, Cant. Hiram torn down old 1847 new h
Froneis ,Iseac bought little odd school ho se made into barn & Bhed
remains of it in present barn of
Sherman, C, lrs,
Washingtonian Hsll wos built by & stock C. about 1842 (It covers the
old (ran?) oit.
Peckham, P.W &) tuilding com, present 2 story school built old one
Vihite Il ' moved down opposite Abner Kirby. Ik is supposed
_ * the present Primary school L, erected same time
.QMecomber, Hzra uilds
| Tripps Abraham 1850
?uwancis Tasae builds barber shop end of Blacksmith shop for a market
(_Boomer Dpvid kept it
§ Lyon house occupied by
( Cases, lMissis --Tailoring moved in back of Abner Giffords 1840
Tailor =hop W end of new store
Sarmel Hill
Wm. 'Taylor occupy
g ir. Lensey
Later moved baék of Dr. Kidder house

@ifford, Ldwin house & store & barn on lending ;
# " plso saw, box board mill on the streznm below pond.

oY d




Pierce cont.

Blacksmith shop in . 1850
Peckham .1, house on Vinding Hill for his farmers

Macomber, lsasc house built by Wnlebor some years previous

Harness shop

Boples, Peter once in birs. Parris vard used for machinary Shﬂp

Christian Church divided 1857 everyone went to Hall 1855 new meeging

1858 P.U. P=rsonage built
Iripp Capt Weston

Vinchester N.W, 1860 across fram Capt. losher
?Giffnrd, Henry 1861

Gibsoj Horace

Grennells, Geo. 1861

Grennel Cant John btuilt where

h@comber, J.C. 1862
fbiason, iim, bought old house on

 Brightmen Vm, moved hill 1865
1?ittle, Charles Capt. bullt

Brightman, Mr.

Sherman, Charles built this year zlso

~isson, John

Resd, Edwin 1875

Tripu, Preserved 1874

Lripp, Geo. R.

Reed, Richard

_Sisson, Eliz 1876
ELittlB, Geo N,
‘Little, Ldwin
Waite, John I,
irbr, Frank & store now cccunied by
Sharrock, J.
Mevple Grove 188l Ine,
Sjisson, Llmee 1885
Gifford, Charles #, 1889 new -
Thomas, Mnnuel 1893
First for a generation antigues & horribkes in 1893
500 at clem beke stone house yard brass Land

-

@ider mill on siszht Blscksmith where Parscnage stands

erected

Businese
liacomber, J.C postmaster
Gifford Char A, gen dry and grocery L
Tripn, Geo K. clerk
Sisson, Elmer dry goods
Sharrock, James M, groc, ete, V.
Reed Geo, grocery cart
Brightman, Char. F. blacksmith ©
Briggs, sndrew carriage making W
Read, firam herness making L
Brightman Char. 1Mill privelege 6,000 repaired dam, *
Tripp, Cyrus ¥, house sipgn carriege painter
Tripp, Goe proprietor & butchers cart
Chnitrand? Fred shoe malker

*¥for new saw & grist mill

etec.
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Vihen the eursln of h
vie asttlopent of the Pilgrim Fathers
novtion of it now lmown as

La bl oresent

& Lo b
('!’ P '
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e

avbieles vns written is Orowns Byonehisl Troches 7%

Oat, 15, 1808
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The #routh of Westport

e .l A A i St

winihity of the "iead of the Givapt from the earlisat sebtlements

21, 1293, Sher gt | shser
sorer riage on New Zasland, bhe country made famous by
maf its shores Ded. 21, 1620, just 273 years
~fiastport presented this appearanoca, e
The Torest, with the Copecub and Shingle Kivers flowing
throuesh 14, whose conflnsnce ab lixville forms the east
branch of the ioguochoke or Aconieb river. Its princi-
nal tribntary, joins it at the north-vest cormer of the
mill pond ab the "Head”, snd is known 58 Lhe Bread nnd
Uhesse Rrook, becmuse the soldiers of Whe wavolution of o
1776, ate brend and cheese on tha bents of this abrsam |
at the foot of Davis Hill, and dzcnk of 1vs waters, &7
Thera the 1ithls hrook join the river just below
the bridgs {at the Head) is ths place vhers the old 1nddis=n
seail Trom Mewvort (1729) to fcuslnot erozsed the river,
fhe old Srail from the Poinb and Sogkomate as Little Gone
pton was e=llad, cepssed hhe river where the lyon broolk
emotise into it, 2nd joined the other fipal, sbout helf
woy up Jold Pit 4ill esst of the little schocl house,
The Tndiens wers lmewn ag Noqochikes, ot bhs Point
whey vera enlled Pockachokes and belonced to the greab
Alpon in gamily shat Formerly oceunies mooh of toe norhi
and parht of North Amsyica.
Pace 2 (This mave was sovibbled blurouzh
but T Lhouzht it shbuld be typed up anyiou)

S0 for -8 wa know, ther had never been a white Map unon

these shorss, unless hy chance some Norweglan Viking, or so

cosaterz fron the colonies to the South west, zs Il Yorl
and Virginia, or vossibly some Taur trafters like Herthole
orme Goamold who visited these vaters in 1602 and is
supposed to heove lsnded on Nongquit, and bortersd with
the iodians a fav days.

To comnrehdh the zrovth of our honored towashiv, e
miss eormara it wikh b8her sethlements along the wase
coast, DBeginning with Plyrouth in 1620,

Dupins the 256k years following nll the settlenenta
Tlon; “he cozst hed heen incorporated inhbe tovmshipe,
Derthmouth of which this town =g the weshborn narh bein-
incorporsted in 1545, fg Lithls Compton and Tiverton had
no vhite residente vntil CGapt, Bej., Church setblad there

in 16’7? the vesy befor: the crest ¥ing Phikipe ar, it
ia reaconable to sunnofe Lhat this ssction usg nob rery
thickly settled =% thet dete, snd indded it wag not,
Foorer ve heve some of the oldest land marks in and neon
= onr wlresent villese, Uhen the Pilzrims landed

1 e i ; ;
i P“"“""'l" ot Flymeath thers wag bt one nnhive Plyiouth

jgdisn Livine, 2X1 other members of the tribe having dind
oft walloy Torrorp (‘,w e Plasa o5 it was o= J]ed] K AN
sears before. Sopoko {(Lhe surviver) could talk e Tis!

) “{lerdime in mny ways uni :
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Jeakiey

1474 not ruits 2 yenva after 'i.nnﬁlim*, vhen he dizd berueathing all hie possess-
fomg bo his 1M 1epin Teiands deséring in retnrn only their orayers thet he might 92
tn kha vhite g God in heaven, Paze 3, Ty bhis set of Souanto Lhe Pilarin Mathe
ers tacaived fron the orisinal fobitants & daed by 10t of Plymouth Yownship;
rarh, 71l oblier nosdezaions hed to he wmaid for. as Linglish subjects thay all recog-
s 3=ad the bnsliah bome covernsent bui, as they had mode no resuest to the erown
for A-Pobanb-spd-psa 1i-hie Ay vnele John Pierce of Generations 5o apilied for
4 Patens ond aseeuved it with wll the vowsr bhatb such o puper conveged, and for
whieh he 9014 n cood sum for those bimes. Tn 1420 he bBold his Pohadt to v
Peadford, Goversor of the Colony -ad "ds wasociates, vho in a few yeora latew
srare Mmowm as hhe Plymoubh Comoany, and this company mirchagsad the O0Ld tonm of
Dapbmonth Trom he indisng Hove 29, 18562 for a mere dlttance,

(and »f sernbehed oot noriion) of Proediwos ond Vhhveo)

Phe Pipat selblers in our tovm were salled Proprletors, and received their
deeada Prom She Plymouth Co, These mroarintors cenerally took lund bordering on
t£he rivers in lots of ~boot 300 =cras, % 4ich wonld be nesrly o sourre mile of
mand Land, =vmmps trare ¢alled mann lend, and of no value, and enoth sood land
wma siwven o meke upbhe the intended Mumber of feras, alvmy endins the deeds rilh
the vords "more or less”, snd menerally it ms more. Mhis is Lhe resson For the
namerle oeasgiens 11y beins hes1d4, "Thia is = oicece of land no onz ovne,! &g thls

2 Abnor

aschion 1= fhe 1zz% to be oseunied, thade old hecords were kent by ix
{of was ¥villove) Tor maay yeer ne wis the logh Olerk * of bhe Plymouith
-l

1 sesve) sfter hig Arath in 18247, they vere taken to the eodabry

Gn, =and (sever:

st Doedd in Mer Pedford, ("' ey ove nov in Bhe ovéfody of the M,RB, librory in an

alAd E‘r_‘;y_) ;

ha esplisgh Prooristor h'st T on olle to lesrn of (in this vieinisy) a3 o
Ire isgon 53 the Soukh est corner of the “Herd of tle Tiver," Aboit /4
At o mile on She Piver ond yumming to the beck road 1 mils, Theps wsra L0
reigas qoon b, One in the beok yerd of Hrs. Phillp Broynell vhich hes bean en-
1=wnad ond made into o barn. The other once shood where CGgorge Hills larse house
nrrr ahenda © mile below the willere hill 9a it ms near the old infi-n LHrail and
mpevoked hozhilitity. And e burned by the indians durins King Prilins vy in
VRTA .,
PoA L Peiandly indian Inforned ¥r, Sissons fendlyv of theindicns intentions %0
mipd e bhem , bo tarm the houzs and they ivmedictely mt ther valubles into o
fonmer Tebsle su? Tpeied then in bhe wmber nt the sdre of the Pe¥ar (or wend)
ammardta the honze. The indisng mesprhiile hnd been holdins @ wor donee ia hhe
cinnds nnder o Toney Loeiel tyee(Zagt of the house } inen the fewily roturasd from
the piTer the house rma on five snd same of the {ndians had a fecthe” bhad up on
$re Wirgdl hill »tich they hod onened awnd -iers throwving (the econtented to bhe wing
amit Lauchins o the snorb, Mr, Siesens Panily essn ped throush the weod, aad tock
ahalber with theiy friends tatee, Beswnalls gosd, (snobher shnterent isthat they
ware Latven 40 the hlack house at Hew Port for pabaetion) hhis -z orobebly done

The ne oldegh hongs 1z the nect lithle ol Cosbsel--aUref Douse in Mr. Pers-
axing Pobhave vewrd 7/4 of a mile norhh of Gentral Villice, Ih 12 sumvosed ©o
hern heen Dnilt ond ecmnied W Uy, Totars Hirbs 216 yenrs nto, 98 Adadds (v eins
e of hhe w- ) enn he ghown vihieh feve us heeok to 1677, one yeur nfter the

TIEQ T

oy
HA| -

=
i

Siam0n houee B harnsd,

The newt hause of viieh we heve cnv lmowledse ig on the 8AsTy gide of horse
Mack ro=d, abant L mile ¥ oTow ot eatsort 2 entnore, It 1s colled the pherpmad
house, but lx, Daniel Ricksbeosn of New Bedford, se-a thet 1t vma tailb by hisg
arsad father (Kickebeon) who wrg morsied in 1677, - nd thet houss wns il that
wear ¢ “he next 1630, Tt is 2 wwo shory somss, sad well furnlshed snd conmand?
n oleasant view of miles uvn and down the river,

The Old honse bhat stenda on the west sids of Hivea hill 1 mile north of Hesh-
port Point, has doubibless st00d weerk @ TONGIT LN {(ermelly as Lonsz. )
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Tha 01ld Paul Cuff house © niles below Hix Bridge on bthe west side is also
oy old, Ih was this same colored Cant, Culf whom the land lady in New Bed-
ford informed that she would have to set him a table by him self, but was imme~
diately informed by Cob. Cuff that he would gvere her that troubls, as he had ,
oo inyited bo djﬁﬁ writh (Jon) Wr. . !nsa ch, (01d ding housa at north sstport m',.“w
co o pravied and eaised in Tuly 1876 and furnished 7 years later (Lnrvm ”"‘!‘[}‘3 lives - &7
2 nawy
Soathaped all bhroush the woods and meadows ean be seen cellars nd crumbling
ahimnevs Arot mark the atode of n'bhor enrly sstitlers, whogsae huryal places have
1rne beaen forgobien, ond now nre unknerm, Iikmy :F.Jmily lots all over zrown with
trase, obhers have been nlowed un and leat sight of., There are 8R7 graves in | .w
Friord cancher? in the 0ld elireh vord =4 the corney 1 mile wes¥ of the He=d
W Banbral Tilleme 197 in yavrd baek of meeting house 720 in the Torm Lpnﬂtew naap-
by, in Lenden Groave in M=le mrove. T n yerd on hill nea i
Dr, Hottozes, . largegdwuriing gronnd buek of Robsrt Mrcomber, =nd in the orchard=¢
bzek of Bera on the *’ Freelove »lage,. 'Thee are Indisn graves ou lir, Issag = O
Geanker, ©orm, 3140 on the Pleecé(and Bell) niseé and Lr r_snells nesr by. On Deacon | .
TJohn ‘1llens faxm, snd 1ir, Brovmslls on tha Pine Point 2 ® miles below the hend ‘Thare |
nsed Lo he o wicomm on the hill juat Lelowm Vi .Thif_:‘ﬂ.m ns hopge at the "Heod" and
oug indian rove ol bhe foot of its vestern slops, & nile T\..'q. of David-~ienver how
in Doehnouth Rhare cpe meny graver 911 over cvoun wilh young trees, Darnk of [
s1d pling an Ba foom "w’}'“f' sagt of Hhe Hesdlob bha ju'mtz.orx of thas ¥ishar :'1:‘._‘
' O s i g _copt indnm both Indien and white neople, ke is ‘-"l 80 A

1 e A A d e .ﬂfwmm—hlm'd 1ol hand o e Bl i

vr {ndion y la hand on ton of ths zrest hill seth of rville. —

Lty

™l 1L Baldy T * mrael -'4--‘ pepevrag  wilbe nennle, SHall 21l bhers bs “"r.“.-:"-
Al An oy 2 i Por a 1ibtle 1land allow gbrancer Lo mlow them un?

o PtEhS vy f:’ \ houss on tka Saamutr nlsce west of Brovmélle anpnear «nd
e I\ eon '-' Fve nyleg 05 :J?;‘T, et we sre sgheciclly inberested in Tz
1i8%a ald HMoues % ;:'.‘-.'ﬁ'"xﬂg ('..*_ '-":'} ih the beek yord of the lote Hobert TLowthe he

Thersli-=? <= Atad the Tirsh breiness man of any note in this vert of town, I%

Wy ahalre --*L-..'u"’ crant wrast grendfrther of lie. Prederick Lasrbon. It wms

: Fhst %4 1n 1713, snd we éo not lmer how mieh sarliex
(<5 & aon *poce hin tlug fax) oome Aom S0 the "head" of the River" =snd mip= »we?’
053578 Khe wivht and buillt the Ti{AY dam, snd dgavmill on the stre: m. {25 this is
L daed Wit e mill wag pob T i1t wlk 1'! ~hrmt l‘?rln) """151!5 bi,‘_],f it Lithle
1

Tapaieeae b thalt bive he bacom mvnlved Tintneiall ¥ and ° Lsons ceme o tha
raam 1 l""""’-"l""'_':""‘ L he Tﬁ"-".'""?’lf_i'..n. lT!.'._.t: e p-,-i'l:i iy .(;.:3 })1.31 -' -':ﬂ." BL-,LJ"?]'“"‘

By aoronen ~onassl of #11 with <heom T kewe conversed (Hhe north he 1P e
aoe neon 3t e Mre, Thomre Oarr coriesg TiTak, T is sumpoged to e harmn ils
e khe Glws Bhe dem owea wedae, L, Aspon Ohilds n ocenbtlemen of color lived Lhoe
100 garwa <o, wve do nob know whe 1ived thars before him, He hrd fwo room one
dmm atoira ©nd one un sad wend un on ¢ ludder on the cutaide, /N %\
Deneon Tokn  nh¥nirg oesnie ¢ore orer Prow dnoleoad in 1684 =nd seldloed | &ionl |
in M.T. Tn 1958 when Rie father O9% John lnthony o3 8 veoy n'l.r'| hig rrend Tather
Job, lzthonyr, moved o e Hesd and bonshi She =24 on e I cren of

rothlepn %k Tonrd mnd {(srwed) tivber. =nd now our V'f'l"'id;"a h&""lnﬂ 'L"[QTB Lipae,
the

n
.'l

the 7111 e winh eoatained on ol [(houesn 135 this ) 2y a8 horn
dovmn 4n 1007 =nd wes tunmosed Bo howe baen b :'_n:ﬂ'.‘_‘.ﬁ hoo o ovs old,
Thig ka'es w2 heel: bo 4770, ~nd i %he =scond oldest 8 2 hevae e “re
néh =ble to lesrn vmo Lerad here before ¥, cthony, The coxb date (1727) is nob
theat of = Promervitiss Faad nowe Fhe erectins ol kmige, but the hirth of (:—J'!}'

Tydinn Gage) one of the nizesat 1ihble »1-1le wouw ever saw, [The f:T-'Tﬂ]-fﬂ she vas \
rorled in is nt her sronddans Wtews Mre, Trens ''oite vho also wears her little \ A VA
gay rinas, Lishie \my lived on the Alilon Pleee lotely ovmed by 1\.1'.. Bawin ko™ .37

Seith | mile soubth west of Tiw Pridea, ahe “tal nhout G0 yea '8 7o rtod 105
Treavs leavine o most dimmorhont dtem of Hianeoo el A1l come in =0 the ropey

Lire .,
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i3, Jonethen Sonle (vho mey have besen great @rond son of George doule vho came
aver in the Hay Tlower,,.lived some wheve necr Cedeser Dell, He became Pronrietor
of the Honkh nast corner of our villasze sand was bounded on the north by the rond,
mn hhn sonth hy Been Trivpz 1-nd and Prom the river bto cederdell, He nilt the
honae which ones gtood whers Mrs, Trsns Yinibes house now shands 'l mile south

arot Prom the "Head" in 1743, ond moved inbo it that year. His son Josenh s

then ¥ raars 0ld That wme 150 yesrs ngo, Hew Jezevh told lirs, Amy Case that he ,'-"&"1'5
e 17 remanbar when thee were but Three Tmursm ot the "Hend of Gthe Rivey" as s
ivg, [mite 15 Toghh zrand dsurhter, it sopeare to bgdnn item offfamily history A
cpd of et velne to ns in one ondeavor Lo ,"‘(51'} an anorodinate 'view of our vil- . :,-:
laze in its esrlier davs, '{'Fl"{. )
The Thiyd house wms in 211 proboblility the Little old Geombrel Hoofed house thet o

stood where the ghone house now st ".nrlﬁ. Jchn Lyemy. Borkor moved bhere soon ofter
coming ho this wills e, Wo one lmowa who Llived there bafore him, Humphrey
Howirmd (Tc. 1gved there lrter.)

FProm thig dote 1743 the Suy 111 and thres dvellins honses, My, Corrs, lip. Anbhomys § .o

R s

and My, H, Howlands, :.',‘o_.fqr_wl the nevelug ~thich in a fevr joars becane Hthe business Pt o
eanter of ~ lerrsa distwieh, Tn 19790 TI hilin Houland vas born, and in esrly men-

hood owaed oni oceunied ‘:HF Lydic derl olace, which i3 J.'lﬁ‘!l‘l“i" one mils west of

the Hepd, V'a do not lmowr vho ormed H‘W farm or eroet: :d the building before him,

top, Howland hed thwse sons, Jolm hora in 1754 (Died, May 9, 1831) lived in the

1ittle ofld house ab the corner of the read 'mom in ’lr*fm' y’eﬁrﬂ o8 Georg H. GiT }’-

ords comer, The houds yme npahebly baild soon ~Pher the indian wne and o 4

-1ibe old, Tt han hesn kevnt sz » Pabtlle House .t-].'t.hcm.r;h Tt contained it & rooms

~nA ealaghk, e umar (ensh) voom tme the maest chamber nnd dsnce holl, in thos

Bood 0lA At s, Eis ason Fumnhrey s born 1891. Isqoe 1762, Both settled at the

=11lz e, =nd Lowethap with M, Jonzathon born 1762, Peckham, and his son Peleg -

Tpelhnm, becspe Bha 1adin~ Wmeines men of the commnity, Other men eoptributed

trara shere of mblic apirit, Mt these nen by their pnagh and money keol huaines

gteady end hr go doinu prve conpidancs to other canitolist to setile in onr rﬁdn-h.

?,2 Tet w3 a0 nrise and nil?d votil we cryrdve of the begilnnins of this present

apentury . ond wiewr onr will-oe 8 it savoeared to the oldest resil-ns wlen & chl_'l,d.

v4eg Tonnah "ng, Lobttie Sisaan -*w“ Fanny Bemolds sreat sunt wog tarn (Hov. 18, | e’

n Siggon,lives obout 15/4 miles dowm the  Sery o

ﬁ"lve:q TT Piaerintion of the "Hend of the aiver®
thommnerrod ko hew g8 Jons spo 08 she conld remember, ‘The houses are nmentions

i ke mpohebln ra'cr"lr:sr of erection, The Oldest house in this vieinity (excavting

b Topbhend of We, Thowas Carrs home) is shanding in good resair, in the clory

of iha pld ~me in 11- By mf"‘f‘:} rd Cormsesholls yerd | mile from the bmc‘ ra annogite My

mom who used b0 travel that rood lOO yany

'l““'l} in the house vvhere Ly -.‘:J

s

“oed, amd now in her '3" e

At

tha Geppkove,  Td _,L," = Patdenge Pecli
s, =il 1% oma $hen ealled WThe 014 Gombrel Zoofed House" It 13 = reprodae-

tion of the Tirh horse of 1877 of «hieh T have svoken., The earliest resident \ :f'“
of hogm we hewe any Fnovledss e Lir, B 111'(.):‘ Liti,.l.c vho.married hWilizobeblh Hoov- g9, :Ta*
1anA, =i e Mali-k T2 1773 ond wend o ‘feaninﬂ house thepe. ile wm3 o ! _‘
the £ er of Wichalse Tithle ond all tha oi her Wit tlaﬁ wrho getbled the east ¢ e
cord fov 7 miles, [ m ,,.{.Mw ”ﬁﬁuﬁfw o L§.,r- .......,.mn Hci.-tmh; fm:n; ‘\i’i?fg N:’;Ifﬂ' B..’i i
s Mapkh end of Mw. 11y s hemde 4 vervy old =nd suovosed to have been bHne of B ’i v
thp errlies’ sreched, Mo, f-“i f“f‘m"f? lived thers mony years o0, e

Tha 1227, snd amrll baildinen eonnested off My, Georze Cravos house are -~bout — WA*
the nee of the Almy honan, Tt wos wmed ~nd oeenoied by MHp, Jonathan Peckhm, *
"M Pirst honge thrt neounied the L, 0f l'v, “tephen Bordens houce (on 3.E. . oo 20

1_4@- A) wws budk by Josenh Sorle about 1766 and he lived there meny years. ¥-3i1'0% 3’, o
drnhnin Yeghers (on Prognech h]l) e¢nn ha trneed heek to ke, Hamphrey ool id )
son nf‘ Thilip Heves Born 1751, He Ated 1921, X, Wit N8

Geopre T, GifPords house vna fivet ¥ ¥wned and occecnnied by John Gifford brothar
of Hm Gifford of whoom we have svoken, He wgg born 1754, Niad 18 2. It is tle

Oldest of o1l bhe lovoe ineg in owr village. g Jernd g gt
——peme = - Fkspne l _‘I;f L
i (L g ot

L i ! n'
¥ o ! (¢
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Mr. Tease Rowlsnd (Grandfathsr of the lete Tannc Howland) was bora in 1763 and 1is
the earlisst resident of bthe odd house that stood where hr. Vin Brighbtmaias house ,
now stands on the sast side of the river, Known as the Charles Little olace,- " K
The 1ithle old house at the saw mil) now torn down wos fipst occupied by v,

Taane Macomber nrandfether of Mrs. Lizzie Blade Taylor of Gentral Villacs,

Posches Gristliill wes the first of the ind on this river and was old, as also iy
the houge near hy. Later this was known as Craws house and 1iill. e

The Tiret house where Mrs, Ann Gifford lives vas nearky as old as the Uraw t‘:’*:”, wd
vwongs., A little old honae once shood about where Hathaniel Giffords mosuwment: "
stands in the cemetery. Mr. John Avery Parkey 1ived there when he first cams ot

to this town, about 100 years ago. o B g
M1, Charles Hiden is supposed to have wiilt John adams honse., Ib is vexy G1d, e ¥
liv. Job Giffnrd son of Stephan @ifford lived ab Mrs Brovhies house, bub it is ey

sinnoged that the honse was built before his AT e v Glanmiine sveerg = Che Al i
The €oggeshall hwouse 5/4 mile M.V, of the Head was vary ol y B, Charles Gife g %

fords large new house ocounies its @ikht, There wers remning of the old Potber bagase W50
heiEs in the meadow to the 1,E. of Ifr, Giffords, e it

The honss oscunied by kigs Phébs Beker was wiilt by her zrandfether Charles
Boleer, born 1764, YHe begen to bnild it in his 18 year which was 1782 . He died
1088 in his 92 vear.

™ iwabebh Siggons old house vwos about one Half its present size and much older
shan the Baler louse, My, Buker brbsht i of Hr. Tripp,

Phe 01d house thabt stood in the ‘»apden where Wlmer Sleson hen house atand wos
Pullt bafore the Bskexr house and lonz since csnsed to exist, My. Delison tha
gchool tescher ig supposed to have lived therc.

Lir. Job Baker brother of Charlss buill the house now occupied by Bradford
[tirby moon after his brother built his, M@ Kudqef B R Bbal Qo ey
 Tlpg, Susan AifTford house just above the bkook 1is very old, orobably one of bhe
oldest, The Gambrsl roofed house across tha viay was ilt before the time of
tha Haler house as also the old house at the head of the Tisgher Toad,

Botwenn these last bwo house snd on the gomwth gidz of the road aw, toe \-u..-. o E
of tha bld Guff housze and harying ground, - %

Daniel Soul porn 17686, Built the fambed roofed house, wher Bzey Triops bamn v, . ¢ i
atands, kv, “ilson Wing 1302 is bhe earliest residant of the littlesold hounse '
Lhat onee gbood in the Worth west corner of Aunt TWhods Howlond ynrd at the soutly
end of the landing, muite old, g eie
Thers is the Little Spsson house #/4 mile west of the Head occupied by Geo. 7
_Gornell, slso en old house stood to tho north of it ; mile in the pastur&,
Fuat bayond the Sisson house, snd uvon the onnosite side of the road, was
anobhar very old honze occupilsd "I believe" by a e, Priop,Capt. Henry Giffords
honge nkoy occuniss the site of the old one. -
£10
The lovee odd nouse =t the corner of the Forge voad is supposed to have beeninilb
(moy hows been built before --) by lir. 3tenhen Gifford, from Blades or Giffoxrd
norner soubh Dartmough. Ee was the prandfather of Iirs, Kemia Gifford, (Borm 1808)
M. Barmal biilk, Miss Limwic ‘ihites great, sroat grandfother built vhegeClharles
Beightman lives some years previous to 1799, He also owned wher Georg Trip»
1ives =eross the meadovs, whieh was o very old house then. i ol
Job 17ilk, brother of Yommel built where Pred Bawtdon lives some time before me A
hig hrother bnilt his house,

Phe Thomas Lyen house which stood on the Knowl to the east of the road and i A
south of the brook on land of Cpt. Joseph Little nbout where the bex way now is, o~
had been moved up toe the villaze, and stood in the lagavay west of bhe V. ;
Caornall housgc. ..?" 20
thn, Cornell built where Charles A Gifford 1ives (Lir, Battys house.) a S e

Daniel Howlend (Humphreys son) is suppose to have iils My, Howard Trivp
hanss next to Joh Mbkk previons to 1808,

The large houss at the s-w mill vas built by the proprietor of the mill (100
yeara nao nbout),

The Little shcool houge hasg atood for yenrs on the aite of hirs, Clorinds
Shaprons house nnd hea piven o powe to the Pond nearby, @q
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P, 12 This ig the pleture that was presented to the mind of the 1littls girl who
save this information, and as the U and T. elub have mot bo ngght in the old
kitechen from whoose tindovs our little informant looked out vpon the familiax
sacne of her cheldhood, let us nlso go dovm unon the landing in our minds wibth
wer and inform ouyx salves in geneyal of what is going on ing the village see the
145, henr the newd, and do our narh towards incrersing mublie intevest,

Puginees aners Lo bs prethy zood Tor a counbry place considering the fact that

£hare 38 o probobility & vy with Bndland ony dov, But we are rendy for amy thing .
in thet lime Tor the old magozine atande on the hill back of e Jidesw (1ire Ely qof, o
Tewrbons ) honse filled writh the tovms suoply of vovder and balle and we just dexe
them ho viink at us,

e, Job 141k and son Johm sre keeninz & fino line of zeneral supolies {(in thelr
praement) ezonelzlly in the grocery line, Uaniel Howland (Homphrey son) lg keeping
asme line of goods in his 19t51la atore next door South,

¥r. Jonathan Peclchem hog 7o blocksmiths shon in the soubh east corner of his yard
and meprhly in the rosd. (I guess he ‘balonzs to Friends meeting, for wheon he sob sngery

((for they ey he has sn awful tAemo)) he thpowa dovm his hammer and ivon, soes hto tle
honge and gites dowm in sjilence, as hin Teelines sre beyond the povier of langusge

to dascribe [Ceorse (:&ﬂ%lﬁrbvmeﬂ.l his copentice uwnderstonds the situstion walkl,

A=A 14ik%e wife throws down his biz honmes snd follows his naster; and sits down by

hin in silence o8 if at cuaker meshing. In o little while for mman natume TEDEILS
of its foolishness, and the gpirif noves, "(ione (eorze lba go dovm and oy ib
again and dowm they £0 , A8 hanoy oo aon ba dmpertTes—Ho complete the Job, .-

Nx{ Fumohrey Hovland keens & 1ittle sbtore in his house abobl as large A8 AR
ardinary closet; bubt he appears %o heve vlenty of hard money, and an inberesat
in nlnosgt every oenbervrise in fhe villoge, TFrom Vouse 1111, grigt mill, shingle
~nd snoke Tactory, to the larwe Saw mill which is doing o good business, Papar .

e e treTi-Bhandisk-tre—meh Bttt o Mt BT 2 1 IO RS Ll 0 e ke st TC | DU A Ty
11114 Philins from Triovos whnrf lives withhim, Doea chores and goes to school Lir.
Howland edueabion having heen neslected, Villie looks over hig p:\.né's with hin.
Mmat is thet? A bill acaingt so snd so. Yrite hin 2 letter Willie. ihat shell T
gny "Tell him money for me, or btrouble for jrou and gign it Imnphrey Hovlande
=om ymeh hintter do you supn ose T bowa sold tRis senson neishbor? I dont knouw
panlied the neilhbor, but if you will tell me how mich you have mode I will Gell
you how mich you have sold, Thege vemzrhs convey to us the real nuelities of the
man ttho hed money, and who made The Hend of the River a canter of husineas intor-
snta for many TeslA.

Pepden Giffordfrom 5,Dortmonth marrisd Mmphreys niecs, =nd is livinz in the
Tarzs new honge ot the 9av mill, saws logs, nnd abbendg the new grist mill. jir, Gor
ateck #nd lster Woherir Thonnson, who lives in tha Barker Little houss, runs Hhe
sofins cnd e-rdine nochinery which has jnet heen out in motion, This machinory .
tha first of the kind in this sbresm ¥ns cnsh in kr, Is:mc__]lg:.coﬂba:."s foundexy, « 7 ad
st meross the shresm below the grist mill, He wlso hag & forge on the west #ido
of the sbtresm. The hellows is blown and m trin hammey is worked by weter.

Wow let ns ~a dom street agoin, cross the old wooden bridze with its single Plor
i the-mitdde and gee whot the cost side people are doing. . LEFAIEL Milk keeps
Bblic houee ond hag 2 supnly of soods of a1l kinds in his store at the gouth gido
of his ell, Just below him snges the inovitable shoe makers shbp, and betvieen Lim
and the stream iz s wooden blacksamith shop. (Tob @ifford) Across the way on the
corner is hia friedd Tohn @ifford, he kesns o aimilosy general grocery and countzy
atope in his south east roem, He also takes in. trevellers, but as he is not aluviays

gre they rre bo be trusted he Xeens his eves oven as the polllovind T 1" 111ustrate.
Feyly one morning as he vns 1lesvine home, he noticed some one gf,oiﬁ‘;;; from the housa
~hont the eane time, suonoging it to be the fellow vho had mb un with him the
nirht before he, He shouted Go hinm "Sted hersl Step herel ye halnd ooid your reclk-
aniartitl  The apperant atrsigicer tarned buck to sive zecount of hingelf and lo it
4e hin dauehbers bean, (oroneiors son in 1ov) Poggibly the young ncn had never Lot veed]
Poiler and Yells mamial of Atioustte, nor sny of the loter mihara of the Ladies

Heyme ‘I(J'}Thﬂl' (;.'E”!f:r'r;} wa are informad Lhat 10 oelool is tha 1 % % it _[‘;'ﬂ_ e

nurnﬂ,\) - B s 4  bdne that ig all-

/ll
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1‘.5.?} The old Romeh Grist mill is erinding good meal and most likely ies in charge
of Crond Fother Craw, The saw mill is also in mood vepair., lir. Stevhen Gifford
hea established (head of the Ronches)forze on the stream just below the old
bridpe, He blows 4 Tires, and runs one trip hemmer by water. IHis sons mlihu,
Tol and Fohn sre agssigbine hinm in the manfactir of shovels, hoes snd axos ¢ e,
{forge izt hove been yunning about time of Mall ond Porker). Lir, Chatles Baker
hag a bommerv(aboub 28 to :ﬁ) in the mesdow just back of his honse, and is con-
Anetine enitbe a bosines=a for the times. Ie andhis brother Elbnezer ovm nenrly
A1l the lend for 27 milss Lo the esat, and north to large rocks L mile sast of
Meatoort Wactory Tillarae, —
W, “ilson Wine hns o hat flamufretory in his yord north of tho house on dlase g ,
441l (Porple Ridge) «ond if voun wmut to look smart when you appenr at the only ¢ a:vif“_., A
religions Aerviced in the commnity with is ab the Friends lMeeting at the corner
one mile west, vou can ek sny style or =ive feom bell top to low crowa and regial-
noe gk 1olker hat all sbiff brime and manvante ed not to provoke discivlin.
Beat Bell tov Beavers £19,00, Ceaton?or second eunaliby Hizh or loy crugn from
coon akin Ho B:L'&f'_?:eb‘lait .00 1‘-‘10[}:: Bady of ool with fur 34,00 regular fell,
211 wool 75, 100, and 125, sccording %to ~uality, i, John A Parker (viho ving
—— dined ouh of tovm when e first carne here for fesr he wisht becoms o Hill of
sxnenge) hos noved form the nowxth road nnd entered into parbnerahin with lir.
Gtondish, ~Cher tuilding sonme vessele at Hixe Eridse they come up to the "Head"
e, Prpker lives in the Gambrel Roofed house, vﬁmh ig lnmovm in later days ag
and houge, Bk Shniidish-bives jist neross the river in Mr, Milks
e Dao Trdon Lives— Join adams ) { Mo ~h'\_-‘a ]

nld house. (=t
PLE i
Golas dovm noon the landiag whiech the gowemamerd (vroppptors) had laid out some
years before, e find 2 bhuay multitude, NENGYST-E R PO CNREE £ P B Yo BT M e e
shin scpnentierawakop, to the BSouth of it are two vedls in the conrse of constiuec-
tion, further south the lending ds covered with rundreds of cords of wood which
the farmers hove droon, snd exhansed for dry sood q'roceriBS, ram and tobaceco,
Tarther conth in danb-Rhedambedends (Mp, Perlers)yard a vessel is bging const-
migknd, To Bhe cortl of the esroanters shop is = sew pit and from the brool to e
hridge is oiled mooy more cords of woed, Crossing the bridze tve long tiars of
waod sre niled un re fay dovm as the 2nd watering vlece whexs the “Phobe Ano" *
the only vessel cwrar tilt on the east side iz heing finished ,lr, V. Lamb . ok N
mithing ur the riprwing, Thede vegdells are launnched glde wise whenthe tide is

rt its helzbth, <nd vhen it setsat its lovest noints "—P-"—":-:*l‘-'“ T, and leter empty
ensks sre loshed under them (the vwessel) and shen bhe tide comes iv again bthe
vezaele ayve Tlonts? dorm bo Hix Bridse whers the wnbter is deev enough for tham o
redil i, The cord »ood 13 mb on gcows and taken to the point and loaded into
reasely vhich eapry it ho hrovidsnee snd New Port, snd erbhanged it fox (rove)
Ary oode, srogerics, mwm and tobsoece, The Aoy the vessals were 1aunched thee®
wearld be €iwa bp.d (¥ or 4) Mndred present, cnd o3 it wos undersvood to be

pree ks All day seewm % pep-amt (2luost every body kurned) out ond alnost
erary obher nerson (bedy)was fesling wmueh nleased with the daye doingg, 1f indeed
Bhiey waze able to bell how bhey d4id feel, lany had heavy hesptyg,und some had
hlzek oy, They were biz deys in the feszort Colender for tho mon ~nd hove, bub
they caused mrny a mothers heart te ache, Trolring doya were almosl as good _
ORI SO B b D M b i Aidiles . Mames of vessels Bark Wyef? Prosident, ety
rad the last one T, Wiaslow, (Irig the blzeat) Sbout this tinme ]}r:a':"’?\m:‘ahcm';-/ "
Fether has an offer of 20Coeash Tor his ol homse and lot on the cormer, Busiross

is 8bill inceesing vwith alirht chanees, Proderty 1o choming (mvmerahins) .« How
ildings (1207) bei'&-}y srected {(Job 1Til) nnd Ianace Howland e¥hans) Mr, Jonakbsn
Peolkham and hid sgn Poles hove onlorped their honse to its present dementions
as the follevia ashow, On the insdde nonel of tha nreas¥ door under the froub
SR gt i s ono wibh red ehnll dos wreibben V1811, Mhis honse
wag Wwilt 1n 1808 and neinted oubside in 111 (i% looka lilke P.Ps vorl) 21204
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ﬂ 1908 re, Nanev O vvig Grondfather Beleg Cornell who came up from south
Teatoort huilh the honss ghe now oecnnleg msny years later it wae used as o
mibhlie house, and F“mfrﬂ axchanse, Bock of the barn was a bo'ﬂmp‘ Alley wheve
r moany n sand "r ime vor endoved QO the lorcest bell used to wwing on Lirs Frances /
o i_:!;s-., e Lhey hang in the bos m,\iﬂ‘ paminder of nlesannt day in the nest,
Y1809 or 10 lrs, f,‘»'m‘t’:r'.nt Sigaon Wilt the honan now onm.mic-:-dh by Tie, John wiil-
VU T S {\dem CAffords Pouse tuilt:rbont thistime pnrt of itg@essdely the el] wae a v
senool Honge bhat once shood at tle cormer of the forge road, " It wog noved — ¢

whibthott being torn down, L

i B }B‘w'?wﬂ argkrvrrer Busseb L....é-ﬁ""*-“' X “mﬂi s lnf‘, 2© 4g husiness enoush
G}‘" "” Y fere £or him and WeTWIIIds th mita honge {uimﬁgﬂ’d‘]o mosite hps, Frrvis,
e Tithle Red store(stbod wusewe iner nnd idan G4 £ropd)" 'T*‘":‘F anthonys scnles and
ahed now stands, (( Tohn will cvea to ¥, Femnahire)) nnd “hgs Father Job chan es
(1207) residencs with Iir, Isoac Howlsond on the erst side snd diea thera, lir,
Toilend keans "Rublic Hmse" uith sbbre in the Besesent., Is interssted in +ha
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Town of Weatport

HBefore the incorporation of the town, and as early as 1762 the militim
of old Dartmouth had Bbcome so numerous as to be divided into five compan-
ies, one of which, without doubt, belonged mostly to the territory of West-
vort, The captains of the five companies were Ebenezer Akin, Job Almy,
Lzelisl Cornell, Beggemin Sherman and Hlkemnah Windlow, In 1781 there were
nine companies im Dartmouth, That part of this force beldnging te Westport
territplyy was then officered by Capt, Rebert Esrle, Lisut. Sylvester Browa-
ell, Ensigzn John Hix, In July 1788 Robert larle was promoted to Major of
the second Hegiment of the Bristol County Brigade and Lisut, Brownell to
Capt. of the Westport Ce,

At the time @8 Incorporation, a small villege was in existance at the
hesd of the east branch of the liestport Hiver, and another at Westport
Point, The people were mich divided in religious sentémmnts, There were
Tive meeting~houses; two for Friends, two for Baptists and one for Metho-
dists, The ¥illepge at the head is about eight miles from New Bedford,
eight from Franklin and twenty one from New port, Considerable quantities
of timber were obtained from Westport, The whale fishery was once an impor-
tant industyy, eight whaling vessels sailed from Vestport Peint, being built
in the town of native timber, and by native tuilders, OSeveral were bullbt i
on Town Landing at the Head by Thomas Winslow and Levi Gifford after 1818, /...

Thoe terridory of Westport was for many years under religious influences
of the Friends, many of whom settled in 01d Dartmouth, The Friends Meet-
ing at Central Village was separated from Dartmouth Mesting in 1766 under the
neme of the Acoexet (Indian name of We stport) Monthly Meeting, Some years
1later the title was changed to Westport Monthly Meeting, A house of worship
was ilt in 1814 which is still stemding though in a remodeled form. The
first members were Ichabod Eddy, Josma Davol, Merdy Davol, Israel licod,
Philip Tripp, Margaret Tripp, Christina Brightman and Sarah White all of
whom were of course early settlers, Other @mmirches were not organized in tlhe
town until after 1315,

There is a cotton mill im Westport Factory, built in 1817 of native P v} /)
granite, having ,072 spindles which consumed 300,000 prounds of cotton in
18%7, In 1854 George and Ilijmh Lewis purchased the mill for $8000 and
added on to the south in 1870-71 making it double in size, In 1872 the
lowsr cotton mill was bailt by William Bradford¥@rafford, George and Elija

Lewid,

The steam ra:l!road between Fall River and New Bedford was owned by a stock
company, The comtract wae let to Henry W, Phelps of Springfield im October
1874 for $200,000 eventually reached nearly $300,000. Finally was sold to
the 01d Colony Railroad, The firat passenger traim rmn over the road was
December 10, 1875

The Dartmouth and Westport Street Railway Col was opened for passenger
service July 1, 1894,




Paze P

Person's names who had taken the oath of fidelity (freemans oath) to May

Return Babeoek
John Coock
George Codman
Sarmel Cornwel.l
Tonathan Delano
John Enrle
Ralph Larle Jr,
Ralph Barle son of ¥m,
James Frankln
Artlny Hathaway
Samel Jeney Sr,
Semual Jeney Jr,.
Latvtice Jeney
William Maeonber
Seth Pope

1686

Stephen Peckham
John Russgell
Jomeph Busaell
Jonsbhan Russell
John Smith

James Sampson
JTohn Sherman
Bdmind Sherman
Deliverance Smith
James Sisson
Joaish Smith
Hazekinh Smith
Hathan Soule
Flmzer Smith
Ihhn Spooner
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Old Dartmouth and Yestvors

Daniel, John and Lemiet Sherman, lshmoel, Thomas, Job and Samel Tripp
ware in Capt, Thomss Kempton Co, Col, Danielsons regiment Aug, 1, 1775,

Fussell's Mille bas the honor of bdeing the flrst settled part of the
old Tovmship of Dartmouth, Here as ecrly as the year 1652 it will be remen-
bered Ralph Russelllremoved fram Raymham snd established #n irvon fovge
and other machinery, mills and ect upon the Pascamanset River now mensrally
lowown 28 Sloeun's River zo ealled probably from Anthony Slocum who was also
a setbler in this quarter and as I conclude coeval with Ralph Rusgell
aforesaid, from whose mills the village received 1bs nane, About tww nilles
to the north east of this villaze is the old Friends meeting house, located
on the south side of the road leading Lo Tueker road fram Russells Mills,
and neay the sdone arched bridge of the Smith Mills river, This church
vas Wilt in ;79 o The first church milt at nearly ths same spot in 1699
vhich was about half the size of the npresent one was tormm dovwn, In the old
graveyurd lie the remains of « large porbion of the early sebtlers of Dayte-
mouth ut owing to the ecustom of the FPriends no stones with inzeriobions
weare omrmitted,

Jobn Imssell the Hepresentative removed %o the eastside of the Appone-

ganset river near the head of tide water snd erected s garrison previons
to the King Philip war, The ct#llar and trenches of this garrlison still re-
main to be zeen today on the T=xm of the late Zebedea Kirby, In this house
vms born the Rugsell twins, John and J oseph, Gthe annestors of nearly all
who bear the suyname of Russell in Hev Bedford and ajoining towns,

Jeaary 6, 1699 2 meeting was held at John Lapbhams house; arrangements
were made to bupld a mesting house 35 byB30bylde ft. stud whieh was completed
that year, That was the first meeting-honse tn the Town of Derdouonth, Two
additions were made later, Abaer Shermen Jr., born about o mile north of the
Friends WMeebing House atb Acushnatt, April 4, 1777 died Dec, 26, 1847 at
the corner o 4th and Walnut Sts dn New Badford Mags., a Guaker,

Abner compiled the vital statistics of sarly New Badford.

Part of the list of aged persons within 2 miles of New Badford in a
pomlation of 20,000 mede by Mlisha Hathaway of Boshon Sebp, 1848,
James Sherman 88 years Samtel Trlipp 86 years,

Fhode Island Way included Hathaway Rd, and aver Tarkiin Hill.

#hen the Dritish invaded New Redfor® Sent, 5 y 1778 Samuel D, Tiafford, Ab-
rnham Russell, and Job or John Cook were standing in a path in the woods
which is now North St., {near Cointy) on seeing a soldisr scouting around,
Samel shot hinm dead with his pistol, 2 volley from bhe British soldiers
whom they did not see in the night killed all three.

The Pirst license issued to n Darbnouth ahip at the Nevmport Custan
House was the sloop "iren" Sept, 4, 1770 of 18 tons burthen, Built in
Dartmouth and owned by Steohen Davie (the naster), Caleb Tripp and Willimnm
Davia, After comanded Ly Vn, Tilinghast, Fortunatus Sherman, Jonathan Souls,
Daniel Trip and Willimm Smith,

In 13837 thare were eight whaling vessels out of Vestport Point,

In 1857 the number had ijnoreased to glghtesn ships and barks, one bilg
and one schooner totaling 425% tons,

rtf\‘ﬁ




Tovm of Westpory

Barly settlers in Viestport territory.

John Allen
William Alimy
Toln Axbhony
Tillinghast Al

GCapt, Sylvarter Browmell
Sammel Brownell

Devid Brovmell

Abner Brownall
Tredearick Brownall
Nathan C. Browmell
Ansolm Bassett

John Babhecock

Sanford Brightman

Jaims Clark
Taanh Chase
Iszac Coxy

William Davise

Willi=m Yhilte
Benjomin Waibte

The Tovm of Wesbport was

Abnar Gilford
Abner B, Bifford

James H. Hendy
Andrew Hix
John Hix

Jacob Hix

Nathaniel Kirby
John Moshsr
Jonathan Mosher

fieorze Mosher

Tonddins Heymolds
James I chmond

Peleg Sigeon
Richard Siazon

Iblkanah Tobaey
Howland Tripp

seb off from Dartmouth and incorporabed Julys, 1737,

the 14th tovm Tormed in Bristol County,

b

A warrant was igsued to Willism Almy by Benjomin Mussekl directing him
to warn the inhabitants of the new tovm to the firat town meetins,
waa held at the house of William Gifford Aug. 20, 1787,

This
William Almy

was chosen moderator; &bner Brovmell town clerl; Willizm Almy, Richard
Kirby and Bdward Borden celectmen; Richard Kirby asaessor; Thomes Tripp,
Stephen Correll, snd Pardon Brovmell fence viewers; Abner Brownell treas-
urer; Stenhen Davis and Barjonas Davaol surveyors of lumber; Thomas Trlpp
and Stenhen Cornell {ield drivers; Nathangel Kirhy I;hnd keeper; Bun.]Jm:Ln
Brownell sr. sealer of weightis and messure; Beﬂ.jﬂmj,n Cory sealer o

leather; Abner Browmell warden; Caleb Earde and Edward Boomer tié’in{, nen;
Stephen Davig and Barjonas Davol measurers of wood; Jolm Tripp Jr. and
Williem Almy hog reeves; Bogjamin Davis innkeeper; Israel Brightman, Jonu-

than Davis, Wanton Case, Jonathan Taher,
Lawton, Job Almy, Pardon Erownsll,
Lamiel Milla surveyors ef highweys,
Stephan Peckhon, Weeson Kirby and William

A comndtbtee conslsting of

Capb. Sylvoama Vhite, George

Samiel Wilcox, Peleg Cornell Jr, ond

Davis wua chosen Lo settle betwsen this town and Dartmouth, in New Ped-
ford, The meeting then adjomrned to reconvene Sepb, 20, 1787 at the dwelllng

hovse of Joseph Gifford inn keeper,

Willian Gifford wea chosen delegnbe

to the convention of 1738 for rabtifying the United Jtates Constituticn,
William Davis was the first representative to the CGeneral Court,

At o meeting held “pril 7, 1788 a conmitbee, consisbing of

illiam Ay,

Wesgon Kirby and Rdwazd Borden were chosen to net in relation to selecting

a aite, and building a towm house,

This conwdbtes reporbed =1 a latexr

mecting that "at Stephen Kirbys northeaatcopner of his land »djoining the

rond” was the best site and that the ©

land at that polnt,

The report weg fnvernbly received and a

ovm, should acguire 16 9. rods of
T lding

commitbee appointed consisting of Georpge Lawbon, Vesson Kirby sad William
Hicks, Before the Miilding vwae bogun the site vms changed to the soth

westh corner of Tehobod Pobtiers land,

The commitbee vma then iLnsbivchad

to have the house ready for the aywmal meebing in March 1789 4f nossible
IHh vas secordingly bullt, ond ocenpled wmore than a cenmtury. The recoxds for

1788 shovr sccounts of Stoles Polter. Abriel MaoorMars and Bduwnvid Regsdme P s L




0Ld Dartmeuth and Yestport
Trem Andrew Shermans weltings

The southern part of the Towm ofWestport, Mass., ineluded all the
tract of lend Lyeing threo miles aastword Trom o river called @Gushenngs
(Nognochoke ) %o o ecertaln harbor called Acoanksett, to a flab rock on the
westward side of the said bharbor and ten milea up river, was purchosed {yom
Chief llagzusolt and his son Wanmentts, Price paid, thirty yards of cloth,
8 moose skins, 15 nxes, 10 hoes, 15 pair of breeches, 8 blankets, 2 kettles,
one cloak, 2 1lbs inp wampam, & pailr of shoes and stoekings, ene irem pob
and ten shillings, The deed wne conveved Trom Chéel lnssasolt snd his
son ‘amsutte, st Plymouth, Msreh 7, 1652 to the porsons msmed, residents of
Plymouth colony

John Alden Jomes Tarst
W1llism Bradfom Mrs, Jennings
Edward Bumpass Manngaes Kempton
Robert Bartlett George lorton
Petar Browne Thomas korton
Syreh Brester and My, Collyer {illiom Palmer
Willism Baggebt and My, Howland Joshia Prakt
Sarmell Cutlbert lioses Simons
Tranais Cool Praneis Sprague
Tohn Uook Henry Sanpson
John Dunhan Dp, Capt. Standish
Philip Delenoys Jobn Shaw Br,
Bawmad Dotye Gaorge Soule
Samied Eaton Sonstant Sonthwabbh
John Taunce Bhames Southworth
Tdwm rd Holtman (Holmen ) Steven Tracye
Sammiet Ticles Miss Warren

On November 29, 1652 Chief Mussasoit and his son Wemsubta conveyed by
deed at Plymouth to the same persons another troct of land, called 01d
Devtmouth whieh included the present tovms of Darbtmouth which included-the
present-tewns.of Dartmouth, Westpart, New BedPord, Fairhaven and Acushnet.
All the territory south of Freetovn and ¥Fall River and also a part of the
present tovms of Tiverton nnd Little Compton down to 1746,

014 Dartmouth was divided into %4 parbts or sharee of 800 acres each,
Surveved by Benjamin Crzne 1710 Old Dartmouth was formed fyom 2o called
"Comnon lend" on June 8, 1664, Although the deed was vassed Nov. £9 , 16562
it was not recordsed until this dote, It included the territory called
Acushens, Fonagansett nnd Coakset, The bounds of the towm were defined
June 3, 1668, IFrom this territory Hew Padford was set off Feb, 23, 1787,
destport July 2, 1787, New Bedford then included what are now, Fatthaven
and Acushmet, In Feb, 25, 179% u small jert of Darytmouth was annexed to
Westport, snd snother trackt was likewise set off Feb, 28, 1795 nlso another
traet yme added Mareh 4, 1805, On March 20, 1845 a tract wos annexed 4o
Hew Bedford and another on Yay 3, 1888, The change makde in 1862 in the
boundary between the States of Mass,, and Rhode Islend sdded certain lands
to YWestport, The boundery bebween Fall Liver znd Westport was finally fixed
June 14, 1894 ,

The original owners of 01d Dartmouth were 34, The approximate acras
being 27,200 1t was divided into BOO acres to emch, A survey of the land
wen started Oct, 2, 1710 by Benjamin Crane, The stone posts he erected
at ceortaln points can still be fTound,

¢
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Sloops out of Veatport Polnb

Tlame Aug,. 6,1829 Lo June 20, 1832
Masteras; Allin Tripp, Gideon Devia Jr, Pardon Gifferd, Christopher
Gifford,

Sehre Columbla lHay 29,18%0 to liny 29, 1836
liatera Silas Kirby, Isasc Sowle, Peleg V/, Peckhan Jonathan
layhow, Thomas , Mayhew, Perry Kirby

AP, Feb, 15, 1832 to Feb, 22, 1842 over 20 tone
mastera Peleg W, Peckhau, Jeremish Brightman, Thomas W, Mayhew,
Hercolas Manchester

Leander MNar, 19, 1832 to Mar, 17, 1834
Mastera B Rebinson, Isase Sowle

Charles  liar, 19, 1333
masbers Humphrey Gifford, Jonathan Mayhew

Frankidn June 2, 1831
nasters Rdward B, Hazam, Seabury S, Gifford

Alice April 8, 1846 over 20 tons
maaters Samol Brishbwan, Allin Tripp, Vim. Watkins

Sea Mlower June 14, 1832
masters Thomas ¥, Mayhew, Arnold Seabury

Tengon Feb, 18, 1833
masters David W, Cifford, John Macomber

Bleckfish Mar, 12, 1838
masters John Macomber, Anthony Gifford

Caroline Sept, 28, 1838
masters Giles Gifford, Israel Sowle

Hornet  April 18, 1840
nosters Anthony Gifford, Barney Vilng

Senator Oet, 15, 1946
maaters Barney Wiag, Iumphrey A, Gifford

Sehr. Ponklac
masters Andrew Hicks, George Giflord

o




Vmaling eaptalns who Lived witshin a mile of the Head of Westoort and
went as masters befove the Clvil War 1885, Theze men were all born la
Wastport and worked up from green handa to mastera,

John Ayars Andrew Mosher

Reuben Crapo teorge Macomber

John T, Cornell John Magomber

Peleg Cornell Warren Reed

Tdward Devol Pardon Wacomber (sailed from Westport Pbint
George Devol, 1849 never heard Tlrom)
4 wam Francis liogsa Snell

Henay Gifford Alexandey Tripp

Anthony Gifford Veston Tripp

Agn Grinnall Abner Tripp

John Criansll Joathan Whalon

Chexlies Little
Dasoph Little

Barly Sloops and Whalers of Weatpobt Point
1775 Sloop Union linater Thomas Caze
1807 Bark Here N L., Paddock
1815 “loop Aurorn
" "  Traveler
" " Adventure
" Drig Industry reprived on Londing Hend of Westport
1820 Bank Schooner Polly and Eliza, later conster, eapsized, crew saved

1824 Sloop Yestport, master Anthiony Cory
1830 Brig Almy
18239 Ship Hy asve n Habthaway (maybe of NB,)

In 1337 there were eight whaling vessels out of Westport Point, in 1857
tha mmber had incressed to eilghtesm ships and barks, one brig and one
schoonear totaling 4233 tons,




Uhalers oot of Vestport Poilus

MName

Bark Rajsh
" Ben (naen
" Gov, Carver
" Harbinger
" Ellzabeth

" Ceopge & Nayy
" Janetb
" Undted States

" Sacrannnbo
" Bavrelay
Brig Mexloo
Bark Greyhoind
* D, Franklin
¥ Catherwond
Brig Lecuiions
Bark Mattouvalaath
" Chamyd oz,
" President
" Sen Fox
v Bolon
" Thome:
" Merme L
" Aypor:
" Keokn
Briz Kats: Cory
Bark Theophdilns
mn G'&m].{. e

“inlalow

yeeT
tons  ollt  master Ag@nt
280 Pisher Henyy Wileox
261 Marshall Apd. Himls
180 Ives Henry Wileox
268 Gornell AMex H, Cory
270 1837 Gideon Sowle And. Hicks
165 Manchester
194 Ricketson Henyy Wilmox
217 Hials And, Hicks
218 Bowle Aex, H, Cory
165 1849 Prdop " "
130 1850 Golling Henzy Yileox
oA 1 s
171 fssell Job Dawvie
129 Oliver And. Hicka
128 6 & Chaueh
150 Smith Henry Wilcox
04 fnnimer spd, Micks
1580 Boukel % ”
2A5 f)':x"u:-;uy 3 '
129 e Honry Smith
1e *“Bleke "%Ml John Hicks
F:1510] Howes And., Hielks
&6 Marshall " "
260 Gopinneld ¢ A,Chureh
lu? Tyivp Ly My Cory
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Phare are meny 88 mildings Lu the villageof Heud of Westpord so magied,
pecanse of its location being at the head of the tide water on the sash
praneh of the Westport or Noguochoke Hiver about ten miles inland irom hhe
ooean, Also on the main road between the Cape Cod towms to Uhe sagt and
Howlands Ferry to the Island of Rhode Island on the west, later callsd 014
Gounty Road, bubt in the early days wase ealled the Rhode Island woye

Divigion of land ad the Head was Tivat alloted Lo the following persons,
in the year L7712, Beginning at the landing on the west aide of Lhe river,
goukh side of the road waz tha Siasson farm then svned by James which extond-
ad west to the Cenbrol Village Road and along the river over hnlf a mile
gonth to the farm owned in loter years by Abner Kirby Richayvd Sisson gon of
James bailt the first house in the village Jﬂl.ion the east side of the
piver, south side of the road was a small tract alloted to Robert Gifford
which exbended from the river slong 01ld Counby fd, to Pine Hill road heing
trisnmlar in shape, Next south and paralell to Robert Bifforde vas a
twenty scres strip ertending from the river So 2 point about half way be-
tween Pine Hill and Fisher Ronds ox to n ledge oa BOLd Counby Roud (north
side) nllotted o Mary ilix which wes sold scoon after %o Nicholas Howlsnd,
together with the Samel Mott famm of 230 ascres part of the Famn ol Gapt.
Chatples Little sold to Vim i, Brightman 1895, She wag ot that time ownel of
Hix Ferry which wos mn by her and her soms untll ia 1745 her san Williem
hilt the Hix toll Bridge there, Hext sohth was the Samuef Mobtt farm later
oymed by Micholas Howlend, To he eastward, bordering on the road which has
since hecome the division line betwesn Westport and Dartmouth was the ex-
tensive form of Joseoh Pechmm. The northesst corner of this tract was at
one time ovmed by Pmul Cutf, a slave owned in the Slocum family, who re-
ceived his freedom nbout 1766, Paul wes interred in the front part of the
Friends Chreh yord at Central Village, obher members ol his fandly aie
intermed on bthe southwest coxner of OLd County and Fisher Rosds .

The Giffords wers land kinge of the soubbwest part of the Lovm dalled

Conksebt and in =1l land nllotwents demanded a satisfactory share. In the 1712

appointments at the Head (hristopher and Robert Gifford pecelved nenrly Tour
mindred neres, One traet heyon the north side of the road and erxtended north
to the Forwe rond and fyom the river eadbward alony 0ld County #d. avout o
mile to the brook, Petwsen this section and the present Dartmouth line were
aeveral small tyacts set off to various persons, snd at one time owned by
Tonathan Mosher, later by Bemjmnin (ifford and his son Stephen then sold )
James Smeston . Morth of Forse rond vas the water privilege sousht by
Lawton, #Waite and Uriop, this they necured with seventy acres of land along
the river, They milt two mills, one on the west mide of the stream :mown
for a century later ss Lawbons Mill laber owned by Ben jamin Gummings of

New Bedord, Thomas J, “1len, Alden T, Sisson and Charles I, Brightinn,

This Leawbon wag George whe had n latge ferm on bhe corner of Sodom and

01d County Koads, He died in 1727 leaving an estate large far Lhose days,
and 1nelnding in his property was a megro man valned at forty pounds,

Among hls effects was a gin. In the house at Lawbons corner is = Quean
Anne misket of sreabt length, on the stock of which are ont the irmitlals
G.,L. If the trnditiom is tustworthy this gun belonged to the Lirst Ceorge
Lewbon and may have been used Ly him at his mill on the Noguochoke river,




On the seat side of the yiver end north of Forge road the partners il
what was ealled Taltes Mill, Xater it was known as Teipp's or Chase Mill
and finally by Roteh of New Be#ford but zun by Charles Crew, This mlll had
the reputation of grinding the finest Ilavorad meal of all the loeal mills
In this mil) wag one of the 0ld fmshioned up and down saws so seldon seen
todny which sawcd longs forty f'set long, and many men of years remember of
riding for hours outhe carriage ng it mede its lonz tedp te and Tro, A
1little seuth of this mill was dés-demm one cowned by Capt, Anthony Gifford
where miles were made ond later used as 3 cotbon hat mill, A%t the place
later occupied by the lower mill of the Weskport Mfg, Co, on Forze poad
Milldam Gifford and Lemwel Milk plirchased the site for the purpose of oilde
ing » Torge dm 1789, lost of the oarly iron mills ia New Bngland wers sg-
tablished by some menber of the Leonsrd Tamily of Lymn and Taunton, In this
cege Gafford and Milk secured the services of Josiah Leonard =nd gave him
one third share in the forge., In 1795 William Roteh Tr, of New Fedfomi
mrchagad all the mill property once ‘mowm aus Vaite's snd Tripp's Mill,
ineluding twenty scres of land, a grist mill, saw mill, forge, utensils,
cedl house, wbbwe store house, blackanmith shop, and a @welling house; at an
entire cost of thres hhousend dollars, Mp, Hotoh opareted thease mills o
half n century, Soom after the parchase hs built the house on the corner of
Read and Forge Romds, This oroverty afterwsrds mssad Into the hands of
Anthony Gifford and the old Forge bscame p hoe factory, In 1854 the property
wag marchased by Uilliam B, Trefford who treasferrved it to the Westport Urg.Co

On the north side of Ohd County Road and west of the river is the Bewlah
or Gifford rond, At this location from the viver west Lawbon and Waite rec-
aived o trat which extended west te gnclude the let where in 1850 stood
the Friende' necting house, Newxt west the Gifferd's received saventy acres
more which was later s0ld to Stephen Reckham mnd in later yesrs mostly
ovmed by Giles F, Brownell, HNext west was the feim of Berish Goddard a
man of comnslderable prominende inthe tovm, this farm was later owned in the
Davis family for several generations mnd corprised the places now or lately
ovmed by Richard S, Tripp and Ceorge L. Gornell., Next west as fer as the
vas the Tarm of John Sowle later woned by Ann Weat who built the west and of
the house =t » cost of over two hundred pounds, The house was of the g

bret type she tuilt in 1740 , She vas a g8ingle womesnand a seamotress, She
weg one of those important srhasians of Lthat veriod who spent deys snd weeks
in the homes of the well=to-doyfamilies performing the dubies of dress-
maker and teilor, She muet have been vely successtul to bulld such a fashe-
icmabke home. Tt was luter ovmed by William and Jonatham Devell., Jtha
W, Gifford and Lydia T, Berle and Philip T. Sheruan,

At the corner of 0ld County Hond and the Central Villoge road was the
homestend of Zoeth Howlend =iven to his son Philip and later owned by George
H, ®ifford, trial justice snd country squire for whom the cormer was named.
This house was built betwsen 1720 and 1930 it ia the last hauge in Westport
having the long north roof of the oeorly Colonial type,

On the south eest corner of 01d Gounty end Central Vidlage roads was a
smmll lot wwned by Nathan Sowle,

Next east alomg the south side of the road was another smell Lot ovmed
by Abiel Macomber,

The Town Landing at the Head may have heen given on the east eide by Kobe
ort Gifford and the west side by Georsze Lawbon and Henjamin Waite, When the
¥owm of Westport separated Trom Dartmouth and wms incorpornted in 1787 the



residents of Dartmouth wanted the seme privileges they had previously enjoyed
of the Towm Lending so it was made = public landing to any person residing
in the United States,

To Hew Bedbrd veopls above all others it will be of inferest to kunow that
John Avery Parker was z resideny of New Bedford and nodoubt mun a grocery
store there before comning to Wastport in 1801, He had some kind of a
building west of the bridge where he =old groceries and also » license to
sell licuor, At one time he wms dyinking so hard, he became so poor thab
the subhorities feared that he might besome 2 public charge, Accordingly
the tovm authorities met at his house snd formally read a document to the

aftect #hat the btovm refused to be responsible for his malntenance if bhe becomw

n pouper, ooon after he dold out teo Isaac Howland and returned to New Bed-
ford where he after accumlated a good asized fortume. He was the man who
wiilt the Parker House and gave it his name,

On Peb, 26, 1889 a meetlingz was celled by the Vestport Bublic Library.
Tncorparated May 7, 1889, Capltol “tack 2500
10,000 shares with par value each of R5¢
Preaident Charles A, Gifford
Transurer Cyrus W, Tripp
HMembere CGeorge M White, Jeseph M Bharrock, George ¥, Gifford, Arthur
G, Howland

Belore me Gmorge L, Gifford
Juatice of the Peace

Abner Browvmell was Tirst town clerk fo¥ Veatport his son Natlhem Creary
Brownell served as representative, senator and county commissioner
he had o son Isaac \/,

The old Baker house on the north side df Old Conby romd, on the Lop of
Wolf Pit Hill, supposed to be Lhe thixd oldest one in the village, was
arectad by Charles Baker in ";?;" when he was 18 years old alseo erected
another a little west of hig, %r his parenta, Both houses still standing
(1950) Charles avwms a Guaker snd had a wrkbtten marringe contract with his
wife Sarah Weaver,

The Tirat school in the village was heM in the cellar of the Isanc Francis
house, Later owned by Seisme-B Salome 5, Davoll then by Charles F, Bright-
mand, then by ocur Qreat grandfather Willard and our Tather George Shexrwan,
Bavrin Browvmel) weg tha teacher, Sechool was hsald thereuntil bhe Little
School Houne wng wilt at the foobt of 1 hill in 1855,



Two lots of land east of Nathanlal Gifford wwned by Mary Lopes
By Domd Tomes Smeaton from Leonavde S, Bothlhe 4-12-1904
na Leonardo S5, Bothdho from Dr, John B, Paris 10-21-1901
L Dy, John B, Pedis Prom Redolphus Snell 5=-26-1882
By deal Trom Dean Soublmorth ho JTones Ohisaton 18=31«1600

Smeaton recorded in New Bedford registry of desds pages 568 and 569
farm on book 113, Conveyed to Dean Soubhworth by Mirsnda Snell
north dated 9-7-1885 formerly faym of Stephen Gifford containing
aide of 40 aygres more or less, DBounded on semth by 014 County

014 Read, om enat by land of Charles Little, on north by land of

Gounty Rd, Willlem Roteh, on west by land of Pamelis Giflopd,

Fambriel roofad house on Reed Rd. ascress from Waple Grove Cam, Capt,
Viestgon S, Tripp S0 zon Georse . Tripp by deed Dec, 5, 1378, Bristol
5,3, Mg, 27, 1879 Book 91 mage 247 Charles Sawyer Hegistex

Home of Harold B, Gifford on corner of Reed and Old Couaty Rda, sond of
George Llim Girfford, By Desd from Meribah Gifford (widow of Frederick)
to George Elim Cifford Nov, 30, 1886, libro 118, Tolio 528-529 Deeded
by Zacheus Gifford to Fredrick Gifford., Line between Lhis house on corner
and Home of Charles Battey next wast, catablished in 1315 by Jonathan
Packham and John Gifford (on corner)

Bbner Gifford bullt Charles Battey house later owned b7 son Peeckhum
Gifford and Blizabeth Coolk,

David Devol owned Horace ®ibzon house
Holder Crapo " " "

The bell-sehool house lot was mirchased Prom Abner B, BiBPord in 18941 {he
died in B84 1874) he also bought (which was after the home of Dy, John
B, Pariz) thes house from Blivhalet Tripp who Wuilt it in 1828,

Cuffee -= In 1712 when the land sbout Head of Weatport was awarded ta the
various people, the land om the south west carner of 014 Counby and Fisher
Ronds wns taken by Joseph Peelliumn, Panl Cuffes bouzht a atrip of this fam,
from 01d County Rd. seubh alonz Fisher Rd, (alse a lot on the east side of
Fisher Rd where zoue of his nobhers people lived) which included the house
now owned by Nathaniml Gifford, In the cornex of the two roeds is the family
burying ground which hss overgrowm with bushes and large onk and pine trees,
Before Paul died he had = larse mmrble slab eracted ox the Lot with the names
of all the familywhe were interved thers, This 8lab was broksn up by vane
dalls and throvm inthe raod about £ifty years after (1886) Buyinl lot is
vmlled in about 40 ft, B3,

Hicketson~ Sherman House --article -—--

William Ricketson and his wifs Rllzabeth Mot (donghter of Adsi and Mary
(Rott) Mott), who was born Auge 1659 came to Wewtport from Portamodbh R.i.
William died im 1691 leaving bLhree sones, Timothy, Willism and Jonathan,
and widow Blizabeth; she mairried (2nd) Mstthew iing (30 Sept, 4, 1696,
born March 1678, son of Stephen snd Sarah (Briggs( Wing,

In 1705 Mabthew and K13zaheth mrehnzed a farm in Vlestport, on the weat
slde of the road from Seuth Westnort ta Harseneck, about ons mile south

of the Hix Bridge road, They had children born thers

Joseph bork= 1=20.1597 ¢

Benjamin 1498

Abigail 1700 A



Early Schodls in Old Dartmouth
by Henry B, Worth

Dartmouth was unfavorably located to maintain a system of
convenient schools. Three rivers divided the town into four
strips of subs#antially equal width, The highway from Plymouth
to Westport coossed at Acushnet, °mith Mills and the Head of
Westport., Near these bricdges were mills, and in the vicinity
small collections of houses. But the mass of population was
scattered further south through the four sections, As a result
of this condition several villages, separated by the rivers,
comprised the residents of the town, and there was no centre for
the location of meeting, town and schoolhouse. The town house
was placed at the head of the Slocum road, northeast of “mith
Mills, which was the geographical centre of the town, but to
have located a schoolhouse near this spot would have accommodat-
ed the children of only one of eight villages. 1t was a constant
sourse of fricton until the four sections were created distinct
towns,

The only mention of Yartmouth schools in the records before
1700 are two inditments presented by the grand jury in 1698 and
1699 against the town for neglecting to choose a schoolmaster,
Two of the selectmen, Lieutenant Jonathan Yelano and George Codman,
responded in 1689 that "they had several schools." No further
action was taken, When the same complaint was presented in 1699
Joseph Allen a selectman, answered "that there were several school=
masters," In 1701 a third presentment was made for the same cause
and the same defence offered by Lelano and William Wood, but as
they could not produce any certificate of the fitness of the schoolw
master the town was find five pounds. There is no public or pri-
vate record giving as explanation of the meaning of these movements
or the condition of the town, Certainly up to that time no money
had been appropriate for school purposes. The only suggestion is
that these compaints were connected with the controversy between
Presbyterians and Quakers over thé town meeting house, and the in-
ference is that both were parts of the same dispute, Presbyter-
ians, though predominating in the province, were in the minority in
Dartmouth, while the reverse was ture concerning the friends. 1In
this peculiar situation the Puritan element sought to compet the
Yuakers to contribute towards the maintenance of a town school,
meeting house and minister. Assuming that the course pursued by
the latter was the same in relation to schools as to the meeting
house, it might be inferred that they had established some system
of private instruction under the control of their own members. Lhe
@uakers were completely victorious in relation to the religious
branch of the controversy, but they did not seem disposed to con-



test the school appropriation, for in 1702 the town voted forty
pounds for a schoolmaster, and continued to make an annual ap=-
propriation therefor each year.

Although the town complied with the law in selecting a school
master, yet the geographical situation could not be changed, The
population was nowhere collected into a compact settlement, but
was arranged in eight scattered villages, Fairhaven, Acushnet,
South Dartmouth, Smith Mills, Russells Mjlls, Horse Neck, Head
of Westport and Central Village. The only plan by which a single
schoolmaster could give attention to all children would be to
divide his time between the differmet neighborhoods, To some ex~
tent this must have been done. <Lhe only schoolhouse mentioned
before 1770 is one on the hill west of the head of the Apponegansett
river, near the old town house. In some cases there are indications
that schools were held in dwellings,

In the records of Dartmouth from 1700 to 1778 there appear
frequent glimpses of the manner in which the townspeople dealt with
the problem of schools., For several years before 1712 the sum ap-
propriated was eighteen pounds, and the town selected Paniel
Shepherd as schoolmaster.,

In 1727 the town voted to have "two Schoolmasters besides the
old grammare master, to teach children to read, write and cypher,"
In 1728 the school question must have provided considerable dis-
cussion. The town boted to have three school masters, Danield
Shepherd grammar schoolmaster, and William Palmer and William Hall-
iday. As the court had do ordered the town voted to have a grammar
school and Christopher Turner was employed for five years as gram-
mar master. The vote was passed that the committee of three from
each village be named to settle proper schools in those sections:

Acushnet -- Stephen West, Jr, Jacob Taber, Henry Samson, all
residents of the section east of the Acushnet,

Apponegansett ~- Henry Howland, James Russell and Jabez Barker
who lived betwen Russells and Smiths Mills,

Acoakset -- Beriah Goddard, William Wood and Fbenezer Tripp,
who resided between Westport Point and the Head of Westport,

When the usual vote was passed to have two schoolmasters be-
side the grammar master, a protest was presented by DPaniel Wood,

Joseph Tripp, William Hart, Lbenezer Iripp, Jonathan Mosher, and
Josiah Merrihew. Thereupon the town directed that William Palmer
shall board five weeks with Josiah Merrihew for forty shillsngs,
This singular proceeding can be better understood when it is known
that Hart and Merrihew lived north of Smiths Mills and Mosher two
miles west; while Wood lived near Westport Factory, and the Tripps
near “entral Village, Possibly in the way in which the time of the



Schoolmaster was alloted, the children of these men did not ree
ceive satisfactory attention, The ®miths ™ills people demanded
more time and secured five weeks, While Yalmer stayed at “er-
rihew's quite likely the children in the neighborhood attended
the school at that house. 1t stood at the junction of the Hix-
ville and Faunce Comner roads until demolished in 1903, lhe town
also voted that '"those that improve the schoolmasters shall find
them diet without charge to the town; and shall pay their wages,
and those who do not are exempt,.," “aniel Shepherd was to have
ten pounds for that year,

The town returned to the one shcoolmaster plan in 1729,
Ephralm Keith's proposition "to find his diet for ten pounds
per quarter" was declined, William Yalmer was employed for 45
pounds per year for his services, and the town paid his board
to James Howland, Widow Hannah Howland and Jonathan Russell,
Cbjection to paying his board was made by John Tucker and Jabex
barker, Coaset could have a shcoomaster "but his diet to be upon
free cost to the town. All others to have their diet at the
towns expense.,"

In 1732 the town hired Thomas Mugglestone to be English and
grammar master, Another experiment was tried in 1734. William
‘oke was chosen grammar master, and "each village was granted
free toleration to elect a schoolmaster, and whichever village
should pay for the benefit of the Latin tongue could send their
children to the grammar Master", He was employed the next year
for 60 pounds and was "to teach English grammar and the art of
navigation, Those that were taupht navigation to pay the town
50 shillings each, No pupils to be taken from &hbrother towns,

and those that are #haught +to find his diet and lodging,"

In 1738 the town decided to have only one schoolmaster, but
the year following to have three, one for each village, and the
parents of those that attend the school to find his diet without
charge to the town, Cornelius Bennett was assigned to “oakset
and Eliokim Willis to Achshnet,

William Palmer was chosen again in 1742 for 65 pounds and
the town to furnish his dietl, The town ordered that "the schodl-
house by William Sanford's should be used for setting to work
idle persons." This is the first meffest mention of a sbhool-
house in the recdords, It was situated on the hill west of the
head of the Apponggansett river and next west of the old town
house » In 1772 the workhouse and lot were sold to Elihu Akin,



The town house had been moved from Smiths Mills locality to the
lot west of the Head of Apponegansett in 1751,

Prom this date until the dividision of the town one school
master only was employed, except in 1747, when there were three,
1he names of the teachers are not given thereatfter. As one
school master could not furnish instruction to such a scattered
population, the conclusion is irresistible that private séhools
must have beeen established, As will hereafter appear, this was
the act in Bedford Village before 17704 Although information con-
cerning such schools has largely been lost, yet from the fact
that the town has only one shhool master and the people were above
the average informed and educated, it is eveideat that the in-
strucion must have come from private scources.

It the foregoing investigation it has appeared that while in
some cases schools were held in dwellings, yeat here must have
been school buildings located somewhere. 7The few already mention-
ed being all thata appear on the records Lefore 1787 were not num-
erous enough to supply the requirements of all the village, One
at Apponggansett, Bedford and Fairhaven comprised all that are
known,

There must have been others, but there is no explanation why
no land was purchased, and when the houses were abandoned none
was conveyed by the town; nor how in numerous cases the town; until
recent years, has occupded lots of which there is no deed, Two
possible theories may account for theee facts. In the beginning
the land may have been donated or loaned on some verbal arrange-
ment, which conginued until it was supposed that the town had a
deed, !‘he it has been discovered that in Westport the town er-
ected School houses at the side of public ®@ays where the width
of the road would allow, and that hhis sustom existed for a period
later than 1800, How early or how general this plan was adopted
cannot be ascertained, but in such cases there would be no pur-
chase of land, and if the location were later abandoned there
would be no record of the event. There is always the possibility
in every case that a dded was given, but was lost before it was
recorded,
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WESTPORT

"Little Schoolhouse", Recently Occupied by the Library, Sold to
W,A, King,

The building, which is commonly known as the "Littel Schoolhouse'",
situated at the Head of Westport, and used a s a primary school
for the children of the vicinity, for more than half a century, has
been sold to Walter A. King. PFor the last four years this building
has been the headquarters of the Westport public libaayy. The 1lib-
brary is now occupying fine new rooms at Alumni hall.

Special attention will be given to theold folks and children who
attend the fair at thes Head of Westport. A suitable premium will be
given for the best quilt wmhibited by the oldest women, The oldest
man and the ol”est woman attending the fair will receive a suitable
sonvenior, It is very probable that the display of antiques will be
of unvsual interest. The surrouding is full of pricesless articles
of this sort, most of which have never ieeen exhibited,

The forthightly social was held at Alumni hall on Wesnesday even-
ing, with a2 large crow in attendance, Music, cards, and dancing were
amisements of the evening.

Mrs, Rhoda Pavis of the Mead is visiting her daughter, Mrs. Louis
Doyle, at Groton, Conn., for a few weeks

Mrs. George Miller and son, LeRoy, of New Bedford, have been the
buests of Mrs, Geo, N, Tripp.

Mr. and Mrs., Thomas Manchester of Mansfield are the guests:sof Mr, an
and Mrs. Asa B, Allen of Bo. West.

Abner Coggeshall and dau, , Nellie, who have been visiting Mr, and
Mrs. Charles K, Wond, have returned to their home at F.R,

Miss Jennie Brown of F,R, is sppnding a short time with Mrs, Harold
Tripp of “entral Vi]lage.

Miss Fthel Wood, who has been the puest of relatives in New Bed.,
has teturned home,

Mr. and Mrs. Angelus MclPonald and dau, Viola, who have been gures$
of friends at S.West., have returned to their home in Prov,
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IEACHER REVIVES OLD WESTPORT SCHOOL DAYS

NMre. q&adys B. Kirby Works Eight Years to Assemble
Records of bevelopment Mey 5, 1929
Sunday Standard

Real exasperation begins when Father scowls at
a student of today and explodes, "Huh! When I went
to school "#¥¥#%¥ By the time he gzets to rough it
might be inferred that schools in his time were some-
thing to brag about., Perhaps they were; certainly
it was a hardy lot who attended the rural ones,
‘teacher freqmently kept his subjects in check wihh
the aid of a club, Too ofben, club and all, unpopu-
lar masters, went flying through the window,

Light Years to Assemble Kecords

Oldtimers can tell of these things with a vivid-
ness that makes the blood race; it takes imagination
and hard work to piece the story of education to-
gether from old notes,

Liight years of patient labor have been spent by
mre. Gladys B. Kirby, principal of westport iactory
Junior High School, in assembling the record of
schools in Westport, Itrom a blustery mMarch 196 yeawrs
ago almost to the present the story runs --- from a
turbulent group of boys and girls learning their ABG's
in somebody*s musty parlor to the machine-like classes
in the great buildings of teoday --"And a story like
that is never finished, you kmow," Mrs, Kirby smiled,

‘the instructor began the task on a mich smaller
gcale than it has since assumed,

“T wanted to illustrate to my pupils a little of
the growbth of education,” she explained, "and colleded,
8 few facts about schools years ago to contrast with
the modern system. L chose records of Westport because
they were handy, and because they, as well as any,
were illustrative of the national growth of education,

Uriginals Destroyed in Ikxpleosion
"Perhaps, BSometime, it will form material for a
book. In it are records that do not exist elsewhere,
‘'he information has come from the School Gommittee,
the library and from institutions and persons in laun-
ton and Plymouth and neighboring tewns; from state and
court records and such places,

U\



"I copied some of the records from the wWestport
flles, and since then about two years ago, the orig-
inals were destroyed when the safe was blowm up. Now,
so far as 1 know, I have the only copies, It seoms as
though they ought to be preserved in some way."

The aged entried, tantalizingly brief, adford
scant clue to the piceturesque days of a centwwy or
two ago. A more colorful idea of the exeitement, of
school comes from A,F, Brownell, 22 Atlantic street,
whose father -- he'd be 107 if he were living now --
began teaching in a little school house near Hix Bridge.

tiles Brownell was 18 and contentedly working on
his father's Tarm near the bridge when a bevy of town
and district school officials descended upon him and
told him they wanted him to teach school. ‘hey didn't
tell him three teachers had been thrown out by the
pupils that term, but he Imew it,

“I don't Inow anything about teachbmg school, “&&
"Giles seid, "end [ don't want the Job and L don't
think my father wante me to have it."

"Wetll fix it with him, “the officials said,
"fi1l you take the job if he says it's all righty"

"But I don't kmow whether L could handle a class,
fiGiles protested.

"We'll back you up, young man," they said,

"Well," the youth replies, "if my father says itk
all right, 1I'1l take it."

S0 they went to see the elder Brownell, who was
working at a nearby farm., He listened gravely to their
propostion, and said, "I think uiles could 8o it, If
he wants to try, L am willing.,"

Giles Willing to Try

5o they went back and told uiles., He wasn't pre-
pared for his father*s quick consent, but e was game,

"Tt1ll be there," he said,

He'd been to school long enocugh to know what it
meant. In those days, boys and girls went to class
until they were 21, and it was not at all uncommon to
see a gawky young man sitting beside a child almost
young enough to be hia son,

ror many years women did not teach in the winter
time. ‘rhat was the season when the older boys went
to school; in the summer time the boys generally work-
ed on farms, i



yileas thought the situation over and made a neat
rawhide whip with a lash about 1l¥ feet long and a wood -
en butt a foot long, <whe butt he weignted with lead.

+his he shoved into hies pocket the next morning
and set out to become a teacher.

vhe first day was uneventful, ‘'Lhke 30-odd pupils
were “sizing him up.” The youngest ones all waibbing
for one big fellow who was recognfzed as the leader.
And while they studied uiles, he studied them, and
wondered how soon he was going to have to use his raw-
hide whip.

‘he opportunity came on the second day, ‘he big
pupil began "cutting up.,” After standing it for sever-
al mimtes the young teacher go up and beckoned to the
disturber, “come out in the shed," he said.

‘I'he pupil obeyed.

"Take off your coat," Giles sald,

"I won't," was the retort.

"pake off you coati "

"Come and take it off mel"

Giles made a leap for him end they mixed, ‘he
rest of the class witi a whoop rushed for the shed,
and in the twinkling of an eye the place was a riot
center,

'he young teacher got out nhis rawhide whip, and

instead of wielding the lash, grasped it by the head
and swung the weighted butt about him.

(ne by one the army of youﬂ?tara fell back -- and
more than one went dewn, unconscious,

lhen the uproap ceased, four or five were lying
on tune floor, and the rest whiped bloody noses and
mursed bruises at a respectful distance,

i@t back to your roemi" Giles ordered, whey troop-
ed baclk,

wA1l except youl" he added, pointing at the ring-
leader; “you stay here," He stayed,

when the two were alone again, tiles faced the
pupil grimly, his breath coming in great gasps.

"Take off your coat,” he saild,

The pupll oheyed,

"I 1iked him," Giles said, years afterward, "but
T guess hd*didn't get'a hard a thrashing as he would
have in the first placel "

One of the other pupils completed the story when
he was a grown man.



"For the rest of the term," he said, "the big
chap walked a chalk line, let me tell youl And the
rest of the class, of course, who were waiting for
him to start the deviltry, sat tight and behaved
themselves.

He and Giles got to be great friends. They
went fishing and clmmmed together, end young Brownell
had no more trouble,"

Tovn Part of Dartmouth

Westportts school systile really began when the
town was a part of vartmouth. Un March 23, 1733, the
state Legislature passed a law requiring each village
to have "free toleration to elect a schoolmaster for
each village, to be paid by a rate upon each village;
and that village which shall clear the tewn of being
fined for want of a grammar schoolmaster by procuring
a lawful one shall receive 100& pounds to be pald by
the whole town in general,”

There are no records of the size or location of
the colonial schoolhouse which resulted, but from scab-
tered information here and there it is assumed meny df
them were established in private homes, particularly
those in which there were several children of school
age,

‘'he records of the town for 1704 and 1705 show
the choice of one Uaniel shepherd as willage school-
master at a salary of 18 pounds and his debt, and 20
years later a second master was hired, while in 1733 -
34 the salary had increased to 45 pounds per year =--
about 3260,

pPersons whose children went to school were expect-
ed to do their share toward keeping the master in foal,
clothing and lodging, ‘his was a practice which was
continued until & comparatively recent date, Also in
173%3-34 the kev, Thomas ralmer, who was born at Hingham
in 1686, made a conbract with the selectmen to teach
Latin, ureek, knglish, writing and arithmatic for fran
10 to 20 pounds per year in sterling and 10 pounds of
corn, Later, by the way, he bedame pastor af a church
in widdleboro.



In 1770 the town reduced the number of school- .
masters to one again, All this time Westport was a
part of vartmouth., 1% weparated in 1787

"When the sbhool year began," Mr, Brownell ex-
plained, '"the proportionate share of each family to-
ward keeping the schoolmaster was gigured, Of course
it was knovm just how many weeks the term would run,
1t was short -~ usually around 30 or 40 weeks.

No Examinations for ‘l'eachers,

"There were no such things as examinations for
teachers, ‘'he town hired them out to see if they
would last, 1f they did -- all right, Lf they
didn't they gd' someone else,

"Thus, a family with one child of school age
might have to give the teacher his board and room for,
pay four days; while a family with six children would
have to keep him 24 days,

WIn those days children lived on the town farm
the same as their elders. ‘he tWon placed them with
pood families as quickly as they could; but at times
there were as many as a dozen in the home, 'hat
meant the master had to lbve at the town farm longer
than anywhere else, and he usually split up the perid,
living there for a week or two, then going somewhere
else, then coming back to the town farm,

“Once the list was made up he could take the roka-
tion in anyway he pleased, uenerally he began at the
most diastant point and worked toward the school so hs
to have the shortest distance to go when the worst of
the weather came, It wasn't at all uncommon in the
midst of the winter for children to start ofr to cluss-
es and get stuck in the snmow and not get there, uleighs
would come past, and pungs, and gave them a lift if
they saw them,

uGlasses numbered about 30 children, ‘whe achool
houps were not mich different from those of today."

After westport became a town in its ovm rigon, e
second tovn meeting, April 7, 1788, et Joseph Giffords
house, took up the question of establishing a modern
school gystfe., 1t was referred to the selectmen, A
montk later, at a speciel meeting the selectmen were aup
thorized to provide schools to meet the requirement of
the stete laws,

= By



Teown Hires Schoolmasters.

The next year a town schollmaster was hired, and the next year the
town hired more. In 1800 the town fathers dedided to divide Wewbmert
into districts, and several of these were formed,

The first regular appropriation for Westport schools was $120 set
agide for the purpose in 1801. Four years later the selectmen were faind
dividing thie sumf among the districts, and reqiring each to return to
the board an itemized account of school activities, Pupils bought
their own books. The appropriation went for the physicel upkeep of seattees,
buildings, fireplaces, and what-not,

Buisnesses of the day had a lot to do with deciding what sort of stud-
ies were taught, "Counting houses" in Boston, Newburyport and Salem recom-
mended Walsh's new gystem of mercantile arithmetic, and this was chosen
for Westport's students.

Arithmetie ineluded such subjects as rates of exchange all over the
world, even to the West Indies, and the Pacific islands; to tonnage of
imports from England, East Indiaz and China, and problems in Calculating
a ships's tonnapge by carpenter's measure, and for estimating the contents
of grindstones by long measurs.

Mariners micht remember this one; To find the tonnage of a single deck-
ed vessel, students multiplies the length, breadth at the main beam and
depth of the hold together, and divided the product by 95,

Men in all Teaching Jobs,

The first teachers were all men, In 1807 scmebody thought of hiring
women at half the salary given the men,

The women, however, were troublesome, They were reluctant to report
the number of school days in session--which might or might not be taken
to mean that women teachers in those days played hookey with their pupils.
Finally, the townadopted a rule requiring forfeiture of the districtd ap-
propriation unless the school report was in by aApril 1,

In 1816 the number of districts had tole increased to keep pace with
inereasing populstion, and 18 were formed, Afew years later the study of
Lotin and Greek was dropped as a scant value to a farm boy or a sailer.
The first kindergarten in Westport, called the "old Maid's school,"

was condueted around 1809 by Kuth Cadman in Westport village. The school
was held invarious homes upon successive years, and was really more of a
nursemaid's affair than a teacher's, 8Small children by this means were
kept out of their mother's way. When they became tired, teacher undressed
them and put them to bed,

Boundaries Cause of Trouble
Souabbling over district boundaries was in ever present sourse of
trouble, It became so acute in 1826 that a committee composed of William
White 2nd and Stephen Howland waw chowen to inspect the distriects and
make a preport on conditions. A couple of years later, the citizens ap-
parently satisfied, raised the annual apprepriation to 700, and it stead-
ily grew.



Epeh district was put in control of a "prudential committee" of one
maon in 1828, and the same year a 19th district was added. School business

by this time was getting to be something of & task, and the selectmen begen

shifting responsibilities onto the shoulders of the prudential committeemen,
Westport was probably as jealous of its rights as any lively town,

and in 1829 it got into a tangle with the state over a statute providing

that each town must maintain 10 months of school each year. Anselm

Bassett was hired as town counsel that year, and he fought the case,

The records do not show the outcome.

A state Board of Kducation was appointed by the governor in 1857 and
Horace liann, its secretary, started on a tour from Nantucket to Pittsfield
making speeches on educational needs of the day.

When he arrived at Westport to tell hisstory, folks were so interested
that 100 persons ceme over from New Bedford to listen.

A few days later he stopped at Westport again to make a few verbal add-
itions, and he spoke to almost an empty hall. Just what the trouble wams is
not clear, but from observations here and there it might be assumed the
townspeople preferred to run their schools in their own way.

It was 1838 before the idea of providing good teachers with qualifying
certificates was adoped. By that time men were getting 8 per month for
their services and women 6.

A general school committee was formed in 1841 and two years later its
first printed report was issued-- 700 copies,

The earliest school library started in 1841 or 1842 when Dr. George
F, White gdve 85 books to Westport Folnt school for s collection which is
still in existence. It went to the Westport Point Fublic library in 1905
as a gift by liss Druseilla Cory.

Jealousy did exist then, as evidenced by the remark of a tLownsman when
Alumni hall was built for district No. 14 in 1841, The building followed
a new style of architecture and had a cupela on it,

"Them folks to the Head," growled the malcontent, "is gittin" mighty
high tone&, building a school with a bellcony on iti".

Schoolhouse Contitions Poor,
Conditions in the schoolhouses then were poor. They were mostly one room-
ed 1little shacks with perhaps a shed in which wood was kept for the Tire=-
places or-- for the Tortunate scheols --stoves,

"The children used to saw bmd split the wood," hir, Brownell said. "Some-
times they refused to do it, and then the town had to hire it done."

Double benches, the stove or fireplace, and table for the master and a
chair constituted the furniture. Blackboards, of course, were around the
walls, Une can imagine the use to whiech the fearless farm lads put tlem
on days of merriment.

Most of these old buildings are gone. That at the foot of Wolf Pit hill

at the Head of Westport, which was distiict No, 19, is the oldest still
gtanding. It was being used for a store house and paint shop a few days ago.

Pay Waits on Approved Heport,
The prudential committee grew to 20 members in 1843, and three years
later each district was allowed to name itwg own committeeman, School



records became compulsory, but that didn't mean they were in on time.

The town found it necessary to pass a rule providing that teacher
didn't et pnid until the report was not only in but approved.

In 1856, the records have it that E}P,Brownell, G.l.Brownell and
Chnrles H. Macomber were the members of the School Committee. Thewe men
the following year started to get unifommity of textbooks, and after 1n-
vestigating the question, they recommended Colburne Intellectural
Arithmatic, Smith's Arithmetic, Webster's Llementary Spelling book,
Worchester's Second and Third book for Heading and Spelling and Fourth
for Reading only, Smith's Georgraphy and Grammar, and Worcester's Dict -
ionary.

That special taxes were levied for the schools is shown tax receipt
for $2.49 dated 1850,

That question of having a high school first came up in 1866, and E,T.
Brownell, Henry Smith and Cortez Allen were named to énvestigate it. They
turned in s report at the next town meeting, and for sometime the mather
was banded back and forth until in April, 1868, the committee of three
recommended establishment of a building at the head of the Last river
for 18 weeks of thd term, which a tax levy of $1,000 for their support.
This recommendation was adopted with the provision that the school should
be maintained at the head of the river all the time unless a good place
wns found at the Polnt,

High School Proves Popular.

The hish school proved popular from the start under the superintendency
of Jemas P. Haywood, and many of the town's future teachers were educated
there., Report cards were issued in the form of a "model school diary,"
in which daily marks were entered, This soon became too much of & job and
the report cards were shortened,

The entire school property of Westport was appraised at 6,497 in 1869,
The same year a state law was passed necsisiating the abolishment ¥f/ of
districts,

Truancy was the problem then as always, Children between the ages of
gseven and 16 were required to attend at least 12 weeks in the year, and
habitual truants were sentenced to live at the almshouse for not more than
two years and fined not more than y20. A habitual truant was defined as one
who incurred six abaences in one term.

A union school at Wesbport Factory was authorized in 1872, with Dart-
mouth paying three-eights of the cost, In 1874, 1875 and 1876, new school
buildings were erected, the committee began kecping permanent records, and
teachers were getbting f rom $22,50 to 35 per month. The town was divided
into three districts and each of the three committeemen was placed in

charge of one.
A school census was made compulsory in 1874,

First Teachers! Institute Held,

Westport held its first teachers' institute in 1883, and parents and
teachers from Dartmouth joined the lieeting. Three years later the Schbol
committee provided for written exsmination of pupils at the end of the

autumn terms in arithmetic, geography, grammar snd spelling. By this time
the town was buying books for the children.



Employment tickets were issued to minors in 1888 and the first course
of study for the high school was drawn up, This was a two year course.
1t was not until 50 years later, in 1922-23, that the four year course .
was adopbed,

Wall maps and janitors came in 1889, 1In 1890 Charles Wisher became

purchasing agent for the schools, and in 1892 Seth ALrocker was made super-

intendent of schools, Ir. Crocker reorganized the system in 1893, recom-
mending new textbooks and other changes,

It was not until 1920 that the firgt school nurse was appointed to work
with a school physieian, but the plan evidently worked well, because in
1925 two nurses were chosen, '

The same year a dental clinic was eatablished to be held twice a week
at North Westport school,

The first janior high school was started in 1922, and John Kemick Was
made prineipal of that and the senior high school at Central Villasge.
Domestic science courses were also gtarted that year,

First Graduating Class in 1923

In June, 1923, the first graduating class, seven pupils, left the high
school. The school by that time was rated by the state educational board
ag of Class B, One member of this class entered Fitchbarg Norman School ,

In 1923, appropriations were made for three new school buildings; ona
at Greenwood Park, These are the most recent ones in Westport,

In 1924, classes in millinery and home nursing were added at the High
8chool, and a second Junior High school was established at Westport Fact-
ory in a leased building.

Now the town has 12 8chools, and the studies taught include, besides
the basic subjects, handwork and household arts for girls, manual trad ning
Tor boys, agriculture and academic eourses, The Weatport Factory Junior
High Schhol meanwhilé is now rated as class A,

Adult alien education is a modern feature, and a weekly check on the
health of the pupils demonstrated its usefulness only this week when it
kept health authorities fully informed regarding possible out break of
disease in connection with the Smallpox scare at Middleborel

The appropiation has risen to almost $80,000 with practically 50,000
for salaries and more than +k,000 for medieal care; $2,400 for books and
supplies and nearly $14,000 for transportation,

Two attendance officers, two school physicians and two:school nurses are
carried on the rolls with 62 teachers and 13 janitors,

The town is linked with vocational schools in New Bedford and Fall River
while evening schools let the older gtudents study while they work,

But still the theory of Westport's education is the same -~ to fit the
children of the town for the Jobs which they will assume. *t is the jobs
which have changed and caused education to follow suit,

o
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wriﬂén by Gladys Gifford Kirby June 20, 1925
014 Darmouth Society Injoys Outing at Hix's

Cuegts of Mr. and lrs. Abbott P, Smith at the 0Ld "Handy House" Paper by
lrs, Kirby Read by Edward lMacomber.

A large company of members of the 0Lld Dartmouth Historical Society
Journeyed to the old Dr. lHandy House" at Hix's Brldge saturday after-
noon where they were the puests of Mr. and lMrs. Abott P, Smith. The
vigitors were given thefreedom of the house, which is furnished through-
out in the period of its building ond contains many treasures,

Later the company was seated in the shade of the spreading trees,
George H. Triop, president of the society made a speech of welcome
in happy spirit and introduced Fdward liacomber, town clerk of Westport
who told stories of moteworthy character of the town, reading a his-
torical paper prepared by kirs, Kirby of Westport. A spread followed.
lMras. Kirby's paper follows:

The Region MNear Hix Bridge,

It has been said,"The great object of local history is to furnish
the first elements of general history, to record facts rather than de=-
ductions Trom facts.” In small settlements dotted over this country
were found many of the first moving causes which operated upon and re-
volutionized public opinion., MNMany facts minute in themselves, and re-
garded by many as tfrivial and unimportant, are really of great service,
The details, which it is the appropriate province of the local histor-
iané to spread before the public, are not so much history itself as mat-
erial for history." This evolution of the worth of local history is
re-affirmed and then doubly re-affrimed by the ineidents which trans-
pired in this region in the earlier days of our history and even before
the white man ever stenped his foot upon the soil of O0@d Dartmouth,

It vms past the site of this house, where the road winds, that the
Indians of this section made o trail leading from Acushnet to Seacon-
net, How long this trail had been made before the landing of our Pil-
grim fathers at Plymouth no one can tell, but we do lmow that when
these ancestors of ours, had become sufficiently well established at
Plymouth to explore, and even settle in Apponsganse, Acushea and Acoxet,
that they then found this well established trail.

After King Philip's War when the Wampanoags had been effectually
subdued for all time and the white man felt it safe to come and dwell
in the western part of Old Dartmouth, these early white settlers
widened this trial as least as early ms 1686, and made a read which
served as a second unit of transportation and commnication between the
plymouth Colony and the Rhode Island Colony, the first unit beding
the 01d County Road,

Sometime later, some adventurous soul, just who we have not yet been
sble to learn, established a Terry where Hix bridge now stands, This
ferry doubtless made travel along thia trail more enjoyable and safer.
The ferryman apparently did not apply to the colonial legistature for
permission to conduct his ferry however such formalities and legali-
ties were probably overloocked in this remote and sparsely gettled part
of the colony. In spite of the lack of the usual documentary proof,
we do lmow that a ferry was conducted here prior to 1710 because on that
date Mary Hix of Westport Point, whose husgband Joseph had recently
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died and asg a result must bind some means of earning o living for her
children, murchased from George Cadman land liying on the west bank

and south of the present bridse which was bounded on the west by "the
place where the ferry snow lands," Upon the land purchased Mary Hix
uilt & house which is now standing at the west end of the present
bridee on the south side of the road., This house Mary used as a tavern
and from 1710 to 1735 had each yesr an inn keeper's license to sell
aleoholiec liquors to the thirsty 'traveler who might venture that wWaY .
These licenses were lssued annually by the county. So far as we can
see everybody who asked for such a license always received one, so
Mary Hix living in a time when the buying and selling of alcoholic
beverages was respectable and the beverages themselves were looked upon
a8 & necessary commodity was able to earn a comfortable living for her-
self and family. However llary Hix was one of the very few women who
ever applied for a county liguofr license in Bristol County.,

After twenty-five years ass proprietor of the taﬁern, Mary Hix ap-
parently tired of this sort of business sold the tavern and the ferry
which shk had also been conducting to her son, William, William al-
though he contimied to have a license and do business at the tavern
was apparently more interested in developing transportation facilities
than in his tavern. Of course he may have reasoned with real business
sagacity and prudence that the easier snd more comfortable that he made
traveling in the vieinity of his town the greater mumber of travelers
he could attract to his tavern., However what William Hix thought is
merely a matter of conjecture but what he did wns an actuality. He at
once started to build = bridge scross the river at the place where the
ferry had been munning,

After three years work the bridge was finally completed in 1738, No
sooner was the bridge completed than William Hix began to have his trou-
bles, The Voters at the Head of Westport under the leadership of George
Lavton and William Sisson protested to thq/gnneral court that William
Hix, who had a privilege of a ferry, had built & bridge across the river
which vas & common nuisance, because it obstructed the passage of ves-
sels up and down the river: nd that the bridege be removed, The court
inmediately issued a notice to Hix to show why this petition should not
be granted. By way of answering this notice, Hix, who apparently had in-
herited some of his mother's executive ability, succedded in getting
himself elected to the general court. In 1739 by way of responding to
this notice Hix showed that he had, at his own expense, built a commod-
ius bridge at 2 convenient pluce and that it was a great benefit to the
public and also at this time petitioned the court to establish the same
as a toll bridge. The court granted the petition and allowed Hix to
charge the same amount for toll as he had previously charged for ferriage,
In 1745 he was allowed to double the rate becmuse of the cost of build-
ing and maintaining the bridge. These rates so far as we can learn
never were changed after that date and were finally abolished when the
bridge became the property of the tovm in 1871,

These rates in 1743 were posted at either end of the bridge and were
as follows:

Single Passenger =-- 1 penny,

ILvery Horse and Man -- 2 penge,

Every Horse, Ox and Cow =-- 1 penny,

Tivery =hee Score of Sheep or Hoge -- 5 pence per score.

Undoubtedly these rates were translated into United Stetes cur-
rency in the later part of the nineteenth century,
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ATter the bridse ceascd to be the broverty of the Hix Temily, its
subsequent ovmers were Joseph Gifford who lLater married one of William
Hix's daughters, John Avery Parker, Levi Standish, Josiah Brovmell, Dr,
Jemes H, Handy and Frederick Brownell, Frederick Brownell sold the b
bridge to the town of Westport in 1871,

During Frederick Brovmell!s period of ovnership he somewhat mod-
emmized the method of collecting the toll rates, He issued tickets
which were s=old in strips at reduced rates and were inscribed as follows:

Bridge Ticket
For Foot Passenger
(Signed) P, Brovmell

Some of these tickets are still to be found among certain families
who have lived in Westport for several #enerations and these tickets
nre mich prized by their owners,

Tradition saya that one of the chief forms of amisement Tor a cer-
tain clasa of young men used to be, to race their horses dovm the hills
on elther side of the bridge, both being mich ateeper than at present,
and at such a rate of speed that the gmate keepers at either end were
afraid to keep the pates closed for fear of n terrible accident when the
horses should come crashing into the gate, Thus as the gate keeper
would open the gate the horse and driver would o galloping past and
similarly intimidate the second gatekeeper, thus making it possible to
pass over the bridge without paying toll much to the drivers's amise-
ment but more to the gatekeeper's wrath, While the record of these trav-
elers is only oral tradition we have the more authentid record of those
who traveled past the Handy house and over Hix Bridge, In 1842 Alfred
Richards, who at about this time purchased sevemnl stage coach routes
in the region round about and establisped at least one new one, (and)
inserted an advertisement relating to this new route in an old New Bed-
ford Mercury which reads as follows:

"New Bedford and Tiverton Mail

Leaves Stage Office 119 Union street, New Bedford, for Tiverton Tues-
days, Thursdays and Saturdays, at 104 o'clock, on the arrival of cars
from Boston and Taunton, via South Darmouth, Lussellts Mills, Adamsville,
Little Compton Commons, Tiverton{ Four Corners and arrive at Howland's
Ferry Bridge, the same afternoon." =

( "Leaves Lawton's Hotely Howland's Ferry Bridge, londays, Wednesdays,
Fridays at 7 o'clock AM, by the same route and arrives in New Bedford
in time to take the afternoon cars for Teunton and Boston,n

"N. B. There has been a new arrangement of this line by which passen-
Gers are conveyed directly across from Adamsville to Tiverton Four Corners,

Thus we learn that on any Tuesday, Thursday or Saturday eighty years

ago sometime after noon a stage coaeh would stop at the tavern and after
the passengers had refreshed themselves and the coach horses had been
changed the coach would wind its torturous way up the steep hill past
the spot where we are today assembled, proceeding along this same road
to Howland's Ferry Bridee, On the alternate days of the week a coach
could be seen wending its way along the same road on its way to New Bed -
ford .
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Six months lmter, because of the inereasing prosperity of Westport
Point, due to the whaling in dugtry, Richards notifies the public
that after vaAue, 1, 1842 g carriage will leave Hix'sBridee on the ar-
rival of stage fronm New Bedford, Tueadaya, Thursdays and Baturdays for
Westport Point, Returning a carriage will leave Westport Point, Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fridays for New Bedford at 8 o'elock A, MM

Although these dtage coanches left maillat the tavern no postnaster
was appointed by the United States government until some years later
and when the appointment was made Fredericik Brownell was given the pos-
ition, so the first post office of this Tegion, the third to be es-
tablished in Westport, the other two being at the Hend and at the Point,

& town meeting,

—>  Frederick Brownell was town elerk from 1818 to 1845 and at present
holds the record in Westport for long and eontinued service in that
office, A centruy ago the fact that a man held one or more town offices
in no wise made him ineldégible to hold an office under the Federnl
government, tlme Browmall's appointment, as postmaster of the South West-
port post office, did not foree him to resign his office of tovm clerk,
Under similar conditions Brovnellts Tecord could not he duplicated today,

A story has come to us in connection with the days when MNr, Brovmell
was keeping store at the bridge, He had o customer whose bill had long
overdue, Finnlly he warned the gentleman that he could have 1o more goods
unless he paid eash for hhem, The customer took the warning gzood nat-
uredly and pnid eash for n few weeka for allarticles he ourchased, whicl,
by the way were not of the high priced kind, Then one Saturday afternoon
he came rushing into the store with a lengthy memorandun in his hand --
and said, handing My, Brownell the memorandum, Mrg Brownell Please et me
these things as Soon as you ean and put them in my wagon and then I
want to pay you, Mr, Brovnell and his elerk quickly filled the order,
then carried the goods outside placing thenm in the wagon, ihile they
were placing the f0ods in the vagon, the man elimbed to the wagon seat
and as the last parcel was placed on the wagonlgéoor gave his horse a cut

7O~ men, lr, Brownell and
his clerk, standing in the middle of the road gazing dazaly at the fast
retreating horse ang Wagon. In a few moments Mr. Brownell collected his
seattered wits - ng yelled to the customer, "You saig you wanted to pay
for those things," The answer came re~echoingdown the hill as the speaker

contimied on his way, "I do, but I cants, v

Previous to ¥r. Brownell's owning, the tavern during the time that it
was owvned by Josepk‘gifford, it witnessed nany scenes which were unlike
those generally enacted within tavemn walls, These occurred during that
period when Westport was trying to organize itself as o town, when it

was choosing a Tepregentative to the general court, who should vote upon

the ratification of the Constitution and when it wng attempting to hive

the boundary lines legally datermined. ilhen Westport Separated from 014

Dartmouth, it of course had no town houge and until such was eroected, the

¥own meetings were held in dwelling houses, The houses which were uged
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in this capacity were those belonging to William Gifford and T oseph
Gifford. Both of these are still standing but the one which intercsts
us most today is the Joseph Gifford house or Mary Hix tavern,

At o town meeting held here liarch 1778, William Almy was drawn a
juror. This is the same William Almy who long served as moderstor of
the early town meetings and who was sent by Westport to the general
couixt to ratify the constitution, '

Ab a towm meeting held there April 1788 votes were cast for gover-
noxr and lieutensant-governor, John Hancock received 75 ¥otes Tor governor
and Samiel Adams received 36 votes for lieutenant-governor. At this
meeting a committee to build the town house was mlso elected which con-
sisted of George Lawbon, Wesson Kirby, and William Hicks, The following
article was also acted upon and shows at this surprisingly early date
the apparent need of some sort of fish and game laws.

"To act upon the Request of a MNumber of the Inhabitants of the oaid
Town to know the Tovns mind repecting Regulation the fishing in the Riv-
ers and the Harbours in the Said Towm,"

“ind in petitioning the General Court to enable the Town to carry
the Iepulations into Execution or to otherwise act as they shall think
proper,” ."The meeting in disposing of this article chose n conmmittee of
three nen of which Joseph Gifford was one." to regulate the fishing,"

At another town meeting held in June of the sane year 2t the same
house the meeting voted to pay "Lemuel Manchester nine shills for making
a gote for the Pound" and "Lemel Baley four shill&ngs" for making a
juxry box," This jury box is apparently the one now in use at the Town
Hall. The type of hinges used on the box, the dovetailing and general
structure end design of the box, also its evidence of never having been
painted, all indicate that the one now in uge indieabe-bhat-the-en and
the one made by Lemuel Baley in 1788 are one and the same.

We will now leave the bridge and the buildings in its inmediate en-
virons and climb to the Dr, Handy house wherec we are today assumbled.

The interesting history of this house was carefully looked up and en-
tertainingly recorded by the late Henry B, Worth several years ago but
some of its history is worth our reconsideration, The land on which
the house stands was originally set to William Cadman, In 1714 Cadman's
daughter , Tlizabeth married Willism White of Rochester and her presest
father built the eastern third of the present house hetween 1714 and
1716, placing the house and farm at the disposal of his daughter and her
husband, In Cadman's will probated in 1729, he gave the property to
William White and his wife Elizabeth and it ultimately passed to Jon-
athan White ,aHumphrey White and Eli Handy and from the heirs of ITli
Handy was gold to its present ovmer,

On July 19, 1716, George Cadmen sold to the Acoakset lMeeting of
Friends, one acre and a hnlf and sixteen rods (of land) lyinz and beine
within the Township of Dartmouth nforesaid snd is the north west corner
8f that lot wherein his son-in-law Willism “hite now liveth and is by
measure sixteen rods in length and sixteen rods in breadth, bounded
southward and esstward by his own land and northward and westward by
undivided land.," TFor this piece of ladd the gsociety paid three pound
currant money,"

Not only did the Cadman estate furnish land for the first meeting
house but a part of the original estate today serves as the town ceme-
tery and the town hall lot,

Among other bequests in Cadman's willwas that of a slave which he
left to his daughter., This was not an uncommon begfaest in those days
although the Dartmouth Society of Friends as early as 1716 passed a

resolution against the further purchasi H "
The Codman's and White's althou};h devou gl’“% en g%gggﬂn%%rﬂ%%gge églaves)
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keeping slaves even if they were to buying them. There were two slaves,
who were at one time, the property of the White family who each in a
different way have left their record in the town's history. One of thes
slaves, or exslaves as they were in reality, was known as Dinah White.

At o town meeting held December 12, 1789 (Saturday) at 12 o'clock at
the town house "the voters were called upon to éecide whether Dinah White,
an sred negro women, who hed been the property of George White but whom
hés heirs now refused to supnort, should become a town's charge or
whether nction should be taken to make these heirs, who had so kindly
given Dinah her freedome, when she was too old to work and core for
herself, pay for Dinah's support. The voters promptly decided on the
latter course and the heirs evidently agreed to abide by the town's
decision for the case is not further alluded to in the tovn's records,

The other negro woman was named Charlotte White, She was of es-
timable character ond highly respected by all who kmew her. For many
years she lived in a small cottoge on the road leading from the Sodom
road to the Central Village road, So highly was she regarded by her
fellow tovmspeople that the reod on which she lived Tor 80 mMANYy years
camé to be known as the Charlotte White road, and that rond is today so
legally referred to in =211 town documents,

This brief glimpse into the history of this region about Hix bridge
has showm us something of the development of our scheme of transporta-
tion from the tridal to the stege coach route and the difficulties often
attendant upon such a period of transition, also how the ratification
of the Constitution effected even the smallest and youngest towns in
the thirteen states, as well as something of thes attitude of some north-
erners toward slavery in the days when slave ovning was still quite re-
spectable in the north. Though these facts may be trivial and unim-
portant in themselves, they often help to interpret the greater issues
of history of which they, in reality, are but a minor part,




History of Hix's Bridge

As early as 1686 there were indications that residents found
means of copssing the river due to the fact that roads ran from
either side, At that date the section was described as the "most
picturesque spot in the Indian Line of travel between Acushnet and
Sckonnet,"”

In 1710 George Cadman conveyed to Mary Hix land on the river

front which she used as a ferry landing and a home, In 1735 she
sold the land and house to her son, William, who immediately start-
ed to build a bridge that was completed in 1738,

George Lawton, William Sisson and others from the Head pro-
tested to the Yeneral “ourt that the bridge was a common nuisance be-
cause it obstructed passace of boats up and down the river, M Hix,
hwwever, was a Representative in the General Court in 1739-40 and
he succeeded in winning over the protests of the gentlemen from the

Head,

At his request the Ueneral Sourt permitted him to establich a
toll bridge in 1739, and in 1743 he was allowed to double the toll
because of costs of building an maintaining the bridge,

The property nassed on to Joseph Yifford son-in-law of By Hisx;
and subsequently to John A, Parker, Yr, J H.Hand, and Frederick
Prownell. “‘he latter was town clerk for 27 years, 1818 to 1845,

Rakes of Toll over Hix Bridge
Single passenger 1 Penny
Every Horse and Man 2 Pence
Every Horse, Yx or Cow 1 Penny
Lvery Score of Sheep
or hogs 5 Pence Per Score,

During the time when Gifford owned the house, which was used
as an Inn, tow town meetings were held, one on Septmmber 20th 1787
and the other on the second Monday én May 1788,

In 1814 Dr, James H, Handy and Frederick Brownell purchased
this property.

It was arranged that the Poctor should record the deed in his
Bame then convey the "Bridge" and all the land east of the DNrift-
way to Boownwell, who should pay the sum of $2800., Brownell repaired
the Bridge as his own, collected toll, paid the taxes erected a build-
ing on the north side where he condacted a store, Finally in cash
and groceries Brownell paid the entire price of the property but the
Yoctor neglested and refused to give him any deed., In 1871 the town
took the bridge abolished the toll feature and made an award of $1800,
to the owner whoever he might be, This led to legal proceedings be-

tween Brownell and loctor “anﬁy's Heirs, Brownel11 won the case, in 1876,

Giles Brownell sold the remaining land at Loth ends of the bridge to
Albert A1len and it was later acquired by Betsy Allen, In 1846 a Post O
Of fice was established at South Westport and Frederick “pownell was
appointed Postmaster., From 1842 until the establishmdnt of the Post
Office at Westport Point in 1845 carriages had run {rom Westport Point
to Hix's Bridge on Tues, Thurs, and Sat. to conmnect with the stage run-

.

ning from New Bed, ko “damsville, Little “ompton Gommon, 4iverten
Foyr “onmers and owlands Ferry, ®tone bBridge and on Mon, Wed, and
Fridgays similar connections were made when the stage coach made re-
turn tipp, i

(From a collection of papers given to me by Mrs. John Waldo)

b



History of Bridtol County , Mass, with BFiographical Sketches

of many of' its P{anier and Prominient men copled under the
supervision of D. Hamilton Hupd, Phil, J. W. Lewis and Co, 1883

Chapter LV I.

Westport -t =

Westport lies in the southwestern part of Bristol Yeunty, and is bounded —

as ffollows: Northerly by the city of I'~i1 River, easterly by the ancient

and time honored town of Dartmouth, southerly by Buzzards Bay, and westerly

by the towns of Tiverton and Littls Compton in the State of Khode Island,
The terribory embraced winhin the bounds of the present town of weste .
port. _forued-a-portion-ofthe old tewn of Uarbmonth until 1787, when it wes
incorporated as s separate town under its present mame, -
The Indian name of the torn was Acoaxet, and it was early settled by

a hardy, industrious, and intelligent elass, who have leit the impress ==

of the 8terling New knsland character upon their descendents,
The original bounds of Westoort have been enlarzed by the additpon
of a8 _portion from Dartmouth Feb, 25, 1793, and still anobher addition
from the same town March 4, 1805, and a part of Portsmouth, R.I. was also
annexed in 1861, S ——- LT

LT E T - 2

8toxy.~~ The following is n record of the Tirst town-meet-

ing, with the names of officers elected, tog, with other interesting votes,
among which appear the votes concernine the location and building of the
first town-house, which seemed to have given the good people of the town
considerable vexation: — ]
"In compliance with a Warrant issued from Benj, Hussel, Isq, Directing
Wim. Almy to Notify and warn the inhabitents of. the Town of Westport to ws
meet Tocether at some suitable place in said Town to clheosse all such
Town Officers as Towns are reguired to cheése at their annual Town-meetings
in the mounth of March or April annually, and a Committes to settle with
the Towns of Dartmoush and New Bedford agreéable to a tate act of General
Gourt, for Insorvorating said Town of Westport.,
"The inhabitants of said Town of Westport who were qualified by law to
Yote; befBn legally Notified and Warned by the said Wm. Almy, assumbled
ab the Dwelling house of limsuGdPBox » in said Westport, on Monday the ‘Pwen=

e e

tieth day of Aug. 1787, at ten

he clock, A.M.

"And proceeded agreeable to the directions of said warrant ,

v

"] o s chosen Moderator of said meeting,

"2 @l was chosen Town Clerk for the year ensuing, and was
duly sworn by ims Davis, Justice Patis, to authorize him to officate in
said office. o _ -

"a, Wm.”Almyinfﬁﬂffjhi lTby, and E@ward Bom were chosen Select len
for the vear ensuing, and took and subseribed the Oath of Allegiance to
authorize dhem to officdate inm aniq office. Before me Abner Brownell,

Tovm Clerk, = :

"4, Richard Kirby Wwas chosen an Assessor for the year ensuing, and was
duly sworn, to suthorize him to officiate in said office, Before me, Abner

Brovmell, Town Clerk,
"5. Ehomas Tripp, Stephen Cormell, and Fardon Brownell were chosen fence-
Lewers for the year ensuine, and were duly engaied to authorize them to
officiate in said office. Before me, Abner Brownell, Town Clerk, =
"Abner Brownell was ohoaan~ﬂawn-Traaaurer‘for the year ensuing, and
was duly sworn to authorize him to officiate in said office, By lim, Davia,
Justice Pacis, = —_— ]




—————S8urveyors-of-

_.;\ year ensui

——"1&, Septhen Davis ‘,—-Gaanper.,. :

48 Carpenter and Bsrjonas Devol were chosen Syryeyors of

lumber for the ensuing, and were duly engaged to authorize them to officiate
in said office. Before me, Abner Brownell, Town Clerk.

ng, Thomas Tripp and Stephen Cornell were chosen Field Drivers for the
ngl

inial K1

was chosen Pound-keeper for the year ensuing.

a-chosen warden for === 1n o

bl e FH

ers of wood ---
Mo

el Willee were chosen
Higm&yﬁ_-:_ === ==

"17 Tt woe voted to have three men chosen for a committee to settle with
— Dap, and New Bed, agreeable to the Act. of Incorporation of sdid Town

of Weatport

~and Wm, Davis, Esq., were chosen

™ 9gLastly it was voted for this meeting to be adjourned to Thurs. Sept.

20, 1787, at one of the Clock P,.M. to be holden at the dwelling house of —
Joaaph Gifford, . n—lseap_er."

|lIn
Westport, Kequiring any or either of the Constables of said Town %o notify

and warn the inhabitants thereof to meet at the dwelling house of Wm. Gifford ——

in said Town on Thurs., Nov 22, 1787, at ten of the clock A.M. for the pur-

pose of choosing a Delegate, Agreeadble to a late Resolve of the Cens Court,
to Represné' this town in the Convention to be holden at the State Houee in

Boston, the second Wed, of Jan, nemt , 1788, for the purpeseof Assenbting

_ to, and Ratifying the Con. of the U, 8., as proposed by the Fed, Conv. late-
ly assembled at Phil. T — — .
"Phe inhabitants 66 said town of Westport who are gqualified by law to

Yote for Representabive, being legally Notified and Warned by Benj. Cory one

of the Constables of this Town Assembled on Thurs. Nov. 22, 1787, at the o
“Pwelling House of Wm. Gifford at thé of the clock A.M. And proceeded agree=
able to the directions of said warrant, _

‘m1, Job Almy was chosen a Delega-e t0 Ren. this Town én Convention at
the State House in Boston on the second Wed,, of Jan. next, 1788, for the
parpose afepsaid." ; = - 5 -l

"At a Town meetinz held on lMon, The 7th day of April, 1788,

14, The Artiele wes taken up Respecting the building of a Town House or
not, and it passed in the Affirmative. Nextly it was Motioned to shoose
a2 Oommibbtee to look and enquire for the best accommodations for a place to
set it and to make report thereof to the next Tovm Meeting. Also a vote was
ealled how many the Committee should consist of, and 1t was voted to have
three upon the committee. And Wm. Almy, Wesson Kirby, and kdward Borden

were Nominated to be of the VYom, and they were Chosen and were to make report

of their doings to the next town meeting.
. m15, The Article was taken up Reppecting the Begulating of the rFishery
and a vote was called whether the Town would Tolerate the inhabitants
thereof to proceed in the method of Seining fish, or noy, and if passed in
the Affirmative. % T - =
. "Lastly the meeting was adjourmed to the second Mon. of May next follow-
ing to meet at the same house at ten of the Clock A.M."

_ S

&

‘compliance with a Warrant Issued Trofl the Selectmenm of the fown-of —
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"Agreeable to an adjourament of the meeting of the 7th of April last past
that was adjourned to this day and house (vix.) to the 2nd Mond of May, 1788
#% 10 0'Clock A.M. abt the House of Joseph Gifford.

"Voted to allow those accounts brought against this Town, viz: To My,
Stokes Lotter, for keeping Jjob Potter Trom the 24 of Julr, 1787, to liay 16,
1788, forty-five weeks and four days, st 5/ 8af vrf week, 12 pounds, ten
shillings, and 7 d, To Susa Dick, for keeping Hannah Simon (a Blpack Woman)

from July 2, 1787, to Nov, 1, 1787, Seventeen Weeks and an half, at 3/ pr "

lieek, and from Nov, 1, 1787, to Jan, 14, 1788, tne weeks and two deys, at

6/ vr week, Total five pounds fourteen shillings and sixpense. To Abiel lMac-
omber, for weeping Ann Worgin when Sick, from Jan. 28, 1888, four weeks, vVixz
“one week at 12/, neft &t 9/ Do., at 5/, and Do. at 2/, Total A 8/. To Edwan
Borden, for some provisions for the use of Ann Vorgin, 6/, T
 "To Wm, Almy, for Funeral Cloths for Hannah Simon, Jan,, 1788, viz., to

1 sheet, 7/6d.; gone shift, 6/; one cap, 1/; one handkerchief, 1/ 6d.;

to Cosh paid Sanl, Fales, Lsz., for a Warrant, 7e., 1/; Total, 17/,

"To Levy Shexman, for a Coffin for Hannah Simon, &/,

"The Sum tobal of the above Sald Accts, iav2l 4/1d. "

"Toted that the Town Clerk Certify upon the fLcets, allowed byt he Towm
when the sllowsnce thoreof is, and Record the same; 2nd that the Tovm Treas-
urer be divected to issue to such pozsessors of sects, allowed, as shall
aoply for the same, a certificate or cetificates, in Lien of sueh acets,
whlch certificabes shall be received in payment by the Towvn Treansurer for
ney Town Tax not 81l payed in st the time of the date of the Cext, , equal
%o the same sum in Gold and Silver. —

"A further porcedding uwvon the artiele respectlng the uilding of n Town
House, aond it was motloned that the committes, which was chosen for the mr-
poge of enquiring for the beat accommodetions for a place to erect the Town
louse shoMld be called upon, reported that at Stephen Kirby8, Noothwest corn -
er of hig Land adjoining the Road, “as the bast placa;magd the town to re-
ceive of the said Stephen Kirby four vods of land sach way, == that is, Sixt-
een Sousro Rods, wpon the condition of his being exempted from paying his
proportion of the expense of bullding saild Town house,

"Voted that the Town houze be arccted st bhe pluce above mznticned on the
said condition with Stephan Kirby, o

"Hetioned that a Committee be ehoasen for the ournose of building saild house
and George Lawton, Wesson Kirby, end #illiam Hicks were chosen.

"Voted that the Com. be impowered to conduct as they think proper, in pre —
paring listerials for s=id house, and in the method and order of erecting it,

having regard to the manner of doing of 1t, so thst the inhabltants of said
town, in things they receive of them, may be as Justly proportioned, ac-
cording to the circumstances of the Town, snd spprized by the snid committee
in as near an equality as they can come at it; also voted that the committee
be lmpowered, if in cage the aforesaid guantity of land should not be enouzh
for the nse of sald town for the purpose of a Town house Lot (in their opin-
ion), that they purchase as mch more &s vill be sufficient. _ -

"At a bown-meeting held Aug. 2, 1788, acting on the following arbicls Bf
the warrant, viz; lst, Yo take inbto consideration the expediency of Te~
considering the former vote of aaid Town respecting the ploce of Building
a Town House, and if thought pooper by said town, to agree on a more suit-
able place for the above said purpose, or otherwlse, for the town to act
and do what shall be thought most prover respecting sadd building

"The matber reapecting » place for building & Town house was taken up and
: vote was culled whether the Town would reconsider a former vote (which wns
for erecting aaid house st the Northwest corner fo Jtephen Kirby's land)
or not, and it passed in the affirmative,

"A vote was called whebler ssid houss shoudd be erected at Stephen Kirby' -

3
oy
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Southwest corner of his land, or at the lNorthwest corner. of W 1liam Gif-
Tord's land, ond it passed fo have it erected at Vi, Gifgora;a,

"~ "Voted that the Commitbtee first chosen for building said house, viz.,
Capt. Um. Hicks, Wesson Kirby, and Ceorge Lawton, be further impowered to
porceed there in agreeable to the last vote for said house, and according
to the Tormer instruction, ‘

At o town-meeting held at the house of Yesson Xirby, Sept. 6, 1788,

"A votewas called whether the Town would Teconsider the former vote pas=
sed for building & Town House at the Northwest corner of lime Gifford*s dand
or not, and it passed in hhe negative not to peconsider it, 53 voting for
and 63 against reconsideratingg of it,

"Voted that the Com. for building said Town House, viz, Capt. iim, Hicks,
fleason Kirby, and George Lewton, be further instructed to procéed in build-
ing said house, so far as to inclose it Convenient and Sufficient for holding
the next Annual Town Meeting in March or april, 1789, if possaible.

"At a town,-meeting held at the house of Wesson Kirby on Mondyn, Oct, 13,
1788, ‘

"Voted for the town to purchose two Rods emch way of land of Ichabod Potte
in the Scutheast corner of his home farm, and give him Six Dollars for the
same o

"Voted to reconsider the former vote of saild Tonw) for building a Town House
at the Horthwest corner of Wm. Gifford's and to build it at said Southeast
comner of Ichabcd Potter's land, ‘ £

"Voted that the Com. chosen for building said house he direccted to tuild
1t at this place, acreesble to the former instructions,

"The tovm-house was sccordingly built st the last-=nared plaece, and was so
far completed that o tomm-meeting was held therein for the frist time on
the sixth day of April, 1788, (1789). This house is the one now in use by
thefown, The committee were paid for their service and nttendance in bullde

y ing the house at the rate of 3/ per duy each, The workmen were paid 4/ per a

\

doy each. The timber and plank, which was mostly oak, was purchascd of £5
difrerent persons, and ten other persons furnished shingzles in guantities
of from 250 to 519 shinglies; and the nails, which were nade by hand, were
, furnished by seven difTerent versons. The togkl expense of the house fox
‘materials and labor, so far as finished to May 13, 1789, was 2 30 1/54,"

Deed of Stephen Neck.-- The following is a copy of the Indian deed to Steph=
en Neck, contrituted by G, Frederic Davis:

"To all people to whome these presents shall come, Jonothus, Sam Parach-
us, and Sue Godomoch, sister to said Jonotus, Inddans of the bown of Little
Gompton, in the county of Bristol, in New Enz,, sendeth greetingas

-=== 180 pounds of current lewful money ~-- debivering of Lhese
presents by Catp, Wm. Southworth, of ILittle Comp. and John Rogers --Boston
now Little Compton ---certain Heck of land .Said Weck lyeing and being in !
the township of Little Compton afresaid, and inthat part of the town called'
Coxit, commonly ealled and known by the name of Stevhen's Neck. Bounded ns
followeth, viz: -

"On the North side or end nartly by the lands of Isaac, andIndian predeher,
now decensed, and partly by a straight line drawn from the 5.E. corner
bounds of soid Isaac Tripps --- Faatly by a snag wood tres --- big rock
2 rods Bastward to a little brook, bounds of 2 parcel of medow land forder-
ly sold by Mamanuah unto Capt. Wm. Southwopth and dm Soale, as May appear
by a deed undér the hand and secal of dald Mamanuah, bearing date April 2,
1694 -- until said brook falls into pond ecalled Coceast, == E. pond rung
to the sea Southerly formerly the land of Peter Quaskim until 1t comes to a
pond c¢mlled by the Indians Nonaqueshago =~ i, until saild pond runs into bhe
#ea. The sea being the bounds of the 5, side or end of sald Neck gontaining

I N . |
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about 300 A, 1700 in the 12 year of the

relgn of Um the Third of Eng., Scotland, France and Ireland, King,
Signed in presence of us witnesses
John Coe
Wm Pabodie, Jr,
Bristel April 9, 1700
"Thomas Leonard
Appil 11 John Uory, Hecorder

At the south end of the town lies a small harbor, at the mouth of Westpoit
River, "fortunate in the natural position of its boundaries,” and favorable
for a good harbor, so situated that one of the boundaries of the harbor laps
by the other so ss to completely mislead one us to the entrance thereto,

So comphkete is the deception that during the Revolutionary wer it gained the
name of the "Bevil's Pocket-Hole," as vessels acquainted could enter, sail up
the river a short distance, and drop their seils at the wharves of lestport
Point, wherc only the masts coudd be seen, but noy manner of admittance
thereto; and such was the anger of the Britishere at being thus Poiled of
their orey that they, after eruising back and forth, in wrath would open fire
upon the hamlets lying along the shore, and during one of these fluppies
8hé south side of the present dwelling of G. Frederic Havis was carried away
by a shell from a vessel lying about half a mile off the shore, marks of
which the ancient building earried till thoroughly renovated = few years
since -

\
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ilitia, == From 1664 antil 1787. a iod of one hundred and twenty-
three vears, the loe-l mifitia of that awggfon of countrynnow Westport rgﬁm-

ed 1 port of the military forces of Dastmouth, which forces were, kn 1667,
by the colonial Court ordered to submit to the orders of Sergb, Jaunes Shaw
and Arthur B&tharway, “ho by the authority of the said court were appointed
to exereilse the mén in arms in the town of Dartmouth, About six years later,
viz., March 4, 1673,\§9pgr$mitp was appointed and commissdioned lleutenant
commandant of all the loeal militia of Dar], and consequently of those re-
8iding within the limits of what subsequently became Westport. Lieut, Silthe
Satbha Subordinate officer was Jacob Mitechell, who was commissioned snsign-
bemrer, ke

It is extremely difficult, snd in =ome cages impossible, td learnwho were
the military leaders, the "Trgin Band Captains” of the local militia of' the

differnnt towns, as very meagld records of these appear in the ppblic archiv-

88 in the office of the Secretary of State in Boston, and these are wmrhticul-
arly deficient for the century commencing at the date when the colonies of
liags, Bay in New England and that of New Blymouth, now called 01d Colony,
were united, Indeed it wes not until the adoption of a Sate Constitucion, n
near the close of the waw of the im. Rev., thut order came out of confusion,
systen und care suedesded irroguglarily snc neglect, and the military his-
tory of esch town cen be definitely and easily treced in the offices of the
See, of State and Adjutent- Cen in Doston.

“hile the French and Indian war was progressing, Zacheus Tobey and iben=
ozer Wfillis were captaine of Jartmouth militiu. Capb, Tobey was promoted to
e jor of the Second hegiment in 1762, and Capt. Willis wss promoted to ma jor
of the same regiment in or about 1771, snd diseharged Sept, 19, 1776,

As early as 1762, the militia of old or original Darmouth had become so
numerous a8 Lo be divided into five companies, one of which doubtless smbrac-
ed the train band and alarm list of which is now Weatport, The commissionsd
officers of thesc companies at that date were 25 follows:

Capbeins,--libenezer Aiken, Job Almey, Lzekiel Cornell, Begj. Sherman, and
Elksnsh Winslow, '

Licutenants,-- Jonathan Wimdie winslow, James Wilkey, ¥m, Hix, Thomas
Dennis, and Benj. Terry.

Ensigns .-~ Elkanah Tobey, Janmes Richmond, San, Brownell, John Balicock,
and Jerius Clark.

Nineteen years later the militia of ancient Dart. had been increased to
nine companies, and that part of these forces in what Subsequently became
Westport appeared under these officers, viz.: liobert Earl, capt.; Sylvester
Brownell, lieut.; and John Hix, ensign.

In July, 1788, Capt, Hobert Earl was oromoted to mijor of the Second Reg=
iment of the Bristol County brigade, and Lieut. Sylvester Brownell advanced
to captain of the Westport company,

May 20,1294 , Capt. Sylvester Brownell wes promoted to Major,

Barber, in his "Historiesl Collections,” published in 1848, in speaking
of Yestport, saya, "This Town, vrevious to its ine. in 1787, was a part of
Dart. There are two small villazes in the town, one at the head of L. Liver,
the other at Westport Point. The veople are much divided in religious sent-
iments, There are five meeting-houses: two for Friends, two for Babtists,
and one for iethodists, There is also c—x""a'ﬁg’i.’ili sociaty of Uong. The village
at the head of E. or Nochaeuck Hiver is about eight miles from New Ded., 8
from Franklin, a 21 from Newporit. Formerly considerable guantities of time
ber were obtained in this town. The whale fishery is now an important branch
of business; 8 whaling vessels now go out from West. Point, There 18 a cobton

. mill in this ¥own having 3072 spindles, which in 1837 consumed 300,000 pds.,

of eotton; 270,000 nds. of cotton yard were mfge, the valile of which was
1167,500," :



P7

Westport in 1883.~- The town of Westport has five post-offices, viz; o,
DREKBERL HRRERGH" -8 noHEBRE Has SE7ORRY, VEH LRG0, 008 HSTOROEE, E0I gy e

Westport Point is situated at bhe aoutherly part of the town, between the
@68t and west brenches of Westpowt River. It conteins about 1B0 sad inhabi-
tanta, many of whom are engaged in fishing, Whaling vessels were Tormerly
fitted from this port, ut there is no lge shipping thewe at this time,

Hend_of Westport, or Westport village, is situated at the head of the
east brench of Westport River, ard contains Trom lSQ_gg_ﬁOO infabitants,

Yflestport Factory vikkage is situated one and = half Filgs norbherly from
Westport vinllage and martly in the town of Dart, It contains upwsrds of
+ 200 inhabitants, most of whom mre dmployed by the Westport dirg, Co., who
carry o Ah extensive business in the mfgs of carpet warp, twine, wicking
cotton battin, ete, T : ?

" Westport Harbor is situated on the w. side of the W. River, nearly opposite
fiestvort Point. It has a large boradinz-house and several cottages, which
ore occuvled by visitora from abroad Guring the summer season, The Mew Bede
ford end Fall River Railwond passes across the northerly part of the t own,

but ie a little adventage to the ms jority of the inhabitants of thé town,

The ¥Fell River correspondent of the Providence Journal, in gpeaking of
Hestport Factory village, says.--

"One of the most quiet, pleasing, and successful business villapges in the
vicinity of Fall River is Westport Factory, some 6 mi. out from this city,
on YWestport River, in the town of destport, A long time ago capttal was in-
vested there and a cotton-mill of med. size was orected, the power beilng [fuiw
nished by a dam across Westport Hiver, Same twenty or more years ago this
property was purchased by Mr, Wq,_y,_Iraﬂfozd, who for some years previously

had been associated with Mr, Augustus Chuse, of this city, in mug. enterpris
es. lir, Trafford reorsinized the mill and infused a new life into gvery dept,.
and it soon became a standing success, Mp, PTrafford sacured the best of
help, discoursaped the uae of alcohol, enconrsged the operatives to build
themselves permanent homes, and in the history of the concern there has been
no clashing betwaen emnplver and enploya' on the cquestions of labor or wages,
Not striles aie smnid to afflict this concern, because the work-people are
contentied and satisfied, lany of them ovn their neat little homes, and on
riding through the villsge n notlceable, foature is the cleanliness oi every-
thing and the culetnese surrounding the place, 4 neat little chapel has

been erected, which is cceupied helf of each Sunday by & Protestent and the
other half by = Roman Catholic preacher, if they chocse o0 préeach, and as
there ie no liauor-shop allowed, there is no drunkenness unkeds the victim b
buys his liguor- abroad. In faet, it 1s a striet rule that the Wwork-psople
mst keep sober, and the rule is obeyed., lir, Wm, B. Trafford was a man of
great public spirit, and paid out of his own pocket half th e expenses of a
new road from the “arrowgngputgguﬁacthy, 3 miles or move , some 10 yrs ag04
He died about 1880, but fortunately had reared his sons o the business, With-
in a year after his death the oldest sone was thrown from his buggy and kil-
led, lir. Chapin Trafford, another son, now manages the coneern, The business
now carried on is buying the waste of the cotbon-mille in P, R, and chap cote
ton, and mfz. cotton batting and varn for cheap goods, All their supplies are
hauled from this eity, and the Tinished %00ds returned the same, anddtheir
heavy teams are quite a featuro on our streebs. The business has been highly
profitable, Mr, Trafford, the nananger, completed an elegant mansion in the
Faetory village last year, and lives neibhor +o his operatives, but in eleg-
and style. It is rare to find an ectablished business that has done betbtér
than this in the same number of years,"
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The Firet Christiand Vhurch in Westport . By Curtis I. i'kerce

Wear the close of the last century this vieinity, so long under the in-
Tiuence of religlous tenets of the F'riends, wos inspired with a desire for
more comorehensgive religious opinions, and a3 the Baptist Church at No,
Dart. (Hizville), under the pastorship of Elder Daniel Hix, had adopted the
Biblé as their only rule of faith, and Christian experisnce their only
test of religious fellowship (g0 considering all creeds annecessary), this
doetrine of gospel lbberty naturally extended inteelf into ‘this town, where
“lder Hix was well kmown and much reapected,

In 1819 religious meetings were held &t the lesd of the River, when Peleg
Sisson, Jonathsn Mosher, George Mosher, Thaddins Keynolds, Catharine Sowle,
tiophin Tripp, Hachel Tripp, Susannah Lawton, §liz, Tripp, and Phebe Moshor,
being in "fellowship,requested Hlder Daniel Hix, of Dar., to meet with them,
end agrecable to theri reouest, acknowledged them theFirst Christian Church
in Westport, Mass,” They contimed to worship in private dwellings until
the completion of their house of worship, which was erected under the fol-
lowing eall: '

"Whereas, It ls essential in all civillized sociéties that some suit-
able place be provided for mablie worship, and as there is none nédar ths vil-
lage st bhe head of the east branech of Acoaxet Hiver, in Wlestport, the sub-
geribera hereby agree to pay what we here subsceribe, in order to buiid a
houge for publie worship, seaid house to be 7ree for all denominstions of
Christians to assemble in and worship in their own way, when unoccupied by
the chureh andsociety established et that plece by the name of the Chris-
tian Church and Soclebv.

"Weatport, Sept. 1B23"

There were no officers chosen until lov, 1825, "when they mnade choice of

Peleg Sisson for minister, snd Brethren George 1. Yrownell snd Jonsthan
. liosher for deacons, a reedble to the directions given in the Holy Seripture,
by festing, prawer, and laying on ®f hands, Flder Sisson lived about 11 mo.

from that time. His days were Tilled up with a wzood degree of usefulness,
agreeable in life and lamented indeath," He was succeeded by Ilder Howard

ZIripp, = younq man whose praise is in all the church, under whose L:bors
the membership increased to 184, Deason licsher moved to Yew Bed, soon fifter
his appointment, and Descon Brownell died Sept. 20, 1830, They were succeed-
ed in 8ffice by Benj, Tripp. whose labors contimned until his death, Yan 17,
1874, and Howland Tripp who united with another church in 1845, Since then
other members have served es occasion demanded, Deacon Howland Tripp was
chosen first clerk Oct. 16, 1820; Robert Lawton, Aug. 20, 16841, and John A,
Smith, the peesent clerk, March 9, 1878, S
About 1833 they were troubled with Mormen mimiesew— missionaries, who pepr-
8lated in occunying their house of worship, and in 1844 they were greatly an-
noyed by those who hesded the cry, "Come ye out of Babylon," btut the timely
counsek of Rev. I.H. Coe, and the adoption of the following resolution pre-

gented by him, made them more passive:
1"

Vhoreas, some of us have followed false doectrines, and doctrines

which have proved to be false; ther:fore

"lesolved, That we hereby confess oux mistalke, and acknowledge our
regret that such should have been the esse, and thereby the feeclings
of some have beeen injured,”

The first mention of a Sabbath-school is July 16, 1842, but it 18 known

ﬁf‘
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to have existed before this., Jan, 98,1844, the society was inc, , and in 1854
pews were put in the house of wopship., Fresent value of property ias about
800 dollars. In 1842, Abner G, Devol was "licensed to improve his gift." Sic
Sinee then Jemes L, Pierce, Jomn G, Gammons, Gideon W, Tripp, as ordained
ministers, aid Hobert A, Lawton, a licentiate from this ehureh, have joined
the R. I and Yaas Christian Conference, the church joining uapt. 1862,

The church has enjoyed a number of revivals, and as the nucleus of relige
ious effort here has the pleasure of rvecognizing the following socisties as
her offapring: The Second Christian Church at So. Jeatport, organlzed Sept,
.18, 1838;.bhe Third, at Gentral”Village, June 16, 1869; the Fourth, at Drown-
ell's Corner, July 4, 1843; and the Pacific Union Congregational, llay, 1858,
Sefrices were held at Westporl Factory for many years, and they conbinued with
us until 1871, Sinee then a respectable congregation of Christians assemble
rezualarly, but are as yel unogganized.

No article of faith has ever been ®eceived by this body, but rles for bus-
i{ness have been adonted when necessary, all of which passed o complete rTe-
vision March 9, 1378,

Mrs. Eliz,kTrigp, wife of Deacon Ben. the lest of the orlginal newbers,
died in the year 1aas,at the advenced age of 92 years. Thres (320 persons
have joined Ghis @hareh, its present membership' being 81,

The following have been pastors and supplles: Peleg uiﬂSoﬂ, Howard Tripp,

» John Phillips, Isaac Smith, Wm. W. Swit, Wesley Burnham, I, ¥W. Graffen,
R, B, Eldridge, Sam, #hite; James L., Eierce, Jolhn B, Perris, Go. W. byer,

John G, G*mmons Gildeon N.'Eripp, A,D, Blanchard, ¥. P. Snow, Geardner Uean,
Curtis I. Pieroa, He P, Guilford, and Curtis I. E;ercu.
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The Second Chyistisn Church at So, Westport was organized Sevt. 18, 1858
The Third Christdan Chureh st Browuell's Corner July 4, 1843

The First Christian Chureh, No. Westport was " Jan, 1, 1858
4rticle written by R v. B, ¥, Hosher

The Third Christian Chureh of Westpoxt was " June 10, 1839
article writbten by Heary Brizhtman.

Friends' Church, Ventral Village wis st off from Dar, Msching in the ysar
1766,
arbictlewritten by Hennah H, Gifford,
Pacifle Union Congrepational Church Tn the month of Maren, 1880 Nev,

J.B, Parris was engaged to supply the mlpit of th o 01d Honze(so callal
it being the Tirat Christian Chureh in Westport of that demoninstion,
Contimed to preach in Washington Hall, Chuphh completed in 1855,

Fr
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Chapter XVI
WISTPORT

It is only within the past quarter of a centruy that the Acoaxet country,
the Westports, has witnessed any appreciable changes (rom the farm and community
conditions that had existed nearly the same for a century or more, Within the
twenty-five years, may descandants of old settlers, branching out into bLusiness
relations elsewhere and seeking new homes, have disposed of homesteads that had
been in families for gemerations; and people of other nationalities, leaving the
factories and the fishing, have been purchasing lands and providing new homes for
themslves in this old Quaker country, Within two decades, road building on mod-
ern lines has become universal in the town, even to its southernmost limits,
through the seashore resorts and along by the shores. The district school building
is rapidly disappearing, and the present-day structure that is taking its place
is overflowing with the increasing school population, Upon the foundations of the
first homes, everywhere has arisen the cottage of today; the Portuguese and Prench
arrivals have established their neighborhoods and churches; and along the shore
have come a multitude of summer homesmakers,

North Westport has witnessed just such changes as there,-- the Beulah or
tUreenwood section having been built up within a half dozen years, with its new
$12,000 public school in process of construction in 1923; and in this part of the
town is a school that was built only ten years ago to provide for the growing
educational interests, A Congregational church and the postof fice have their
location here; and the Watufpa Grange was instituted in 1921, with a large memver-
ship of farmers and townsfolk in general,

Westport Factory is no longer Lhe scattered hamlet, but rather a steadily
increasing vigllage both of nativesﬁnd many newcomers in the vicinity of the plant
of the Westport Manufacturing Company. Here, just about halfway between the cities
of New Bedford and PFall River, is the old water power privilege of a succession
of mills; she Union school, built within fifteen years; the Union Christian Church,
built about the year 1908; and the Catholic church for the lrench residents, just
over the Dartmouth line, and in process of building in 1923, Beyond, is the small
but comparatively new settlement of Brownell's Corners, where a public school-
house was being built in 1923, and were a Congregational church has long been
established, The Head of Westport, known as the "Head", is a live part of the
town, with its library, Congregational €hurch, schools and postoffice., Ceniral
Village is a small section of the town where the high school had been established
about eight years, Here there is a Priends meeting, a Portuguese Catholic ehurch,
postoffice, primary school, and where a new schoolhouse was being built in 1923,
Westport Point, formerly a whaling port, is now almost entirely a summer resort,
wid$h church, school and postoffice. Horsemeck Beach, where an extensive causeway
was under construction in 1923, is entirely a community of summer homes, with a
postoffice open during three months of the year; and South Westport is all farme
ing district,
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The town's assessed valuation in real estate in 1822 was $4,125,375; in
personal, $552,450, Hdward L, Macomber was town clerk, Charles U5 Gifford treas-
urer, The Pree Public Library, #iss Annie “, Howland, librartin, had a circul-
ation of 2526 books in 1922; the Westport “ublic “ibrary, Miss Emily ¥, “isson,
librarian, had a ¢ircudation of 3502 hooks.

Past anc Present --. Westport, the Acoaxet Indian plantation, was incorporat-
ed under its present pnawe in 1787, it having originally been part of the Vart-
mouth territory, Portions of “artmouth were ceded to the town Gebruary 25, 1793,
and March 4, 1805, and again a part of FPoriswouth, ithode Island, in 1861, the
first townhouse was tuilt on fchabod land, and the first town meeting held there
April 6, 1789, No historian of this southland was better imformed with regard to
the foundaions of the first white men's homes here than the late Henry “, Worth,
Fsq., who had made a thorough study of deeds relating to the township of Dart-
mouth and Westport. Mr, Worth, who was secretary of the Dartmouth Historical
Society, and had written and read many papers concerning this part of the State
that are to be found among the publications of that society, was of opinion that
the first settler at the had oi Westport was Richard Sisson, who had located his
home on the west side of the river and at the south side of the wmain highway, and
was elected surveyorof town roggﬁiin 1671, He has stated that Richard Gifford,
also an carly settler, was a long king of Acoaxet, and in the 1712 apportionment
the head of Westport he received nearly 400 acres. Previous to that, George
Lawton, Benjamin Waite and John Iripp had secured seventy acres of land along the
river, and in 1712 they formed @ combination to utilize the water power north of
the present village, They built two mills, that on the west side of the river,
known as Lawton's mill, that on the east side as Waité's mill, and later as Tripp's
or “hase’s mill, Joseph Peckham and Beriah Goddard, were also first purchasers
in this part of the town, as well as Mary Hix, who was owner of the Hix ferry that
was Gonducted by her and her sons until 1745, when William Hix built the Ffirst
bridge there, Nicholas Howland was a purchaser 6f ddnds in this section, so was
Paul Cuff, a slave who had received his freedomw in 1765, The Giffords lived at
Horseneck and at Westport Point,

The Friends were tenacious of their beliefs and of their religious rights
from the first settlement of the section, or from the time whem the Quakers and
the Baptists began to assert that privileges should be accorded them apart from
the Congregationalists, and that they should be relieved from paying the Lon-
gregational ministerial tax. Thus they began their meetings, and they have main-
tained them to this day. Again we quote from the papers of the late Henry b,
Worth, whose information concernipmg the PFriends was based upon his life study of
the tonwship in general, The has stated that Acoaxet was stronly Quaker, and has
held tenaciously to that form of belief emen to modern times. They had a meeting- :
house seventy years before New Gedford, at Cantral Village, Im 1761 there was L
a demand by them for a place 6f worship in the north part of the town, so a build- A
ing was erected at teorge I, Gifford's Corner, and called the Centre Meeting- &ty
house, which was maintained until 1840, when it was removed to the northside of the .. .
road, about a quarter of a mile west of the bridge. This was discontinued about .
thirty years ago (1878). Jusf what happened, says Mr. Worth, in 1840, to induce var%'
the Friends to move their meetinghkhouse nearer .the village may be inferred from
some hints to be found in the records, In 1830 George ™. Brownell purchased
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from Dr, Handy a lot of land which in 1845 was conveyed by John 0. Brownell to the
RFirst Christian Baptist §bciety. There had then been a meeting-house on this lot,
which in 1859 is desccibed as "the old meeting-house,"” There is some reason to
infer that it may have been built soon after 13830, Evidently the Quakers felt
that it was necessary to have a weeting-hosse nearer the dwellings of their
members, or they might attend the other meeting. _

The First Christian Church in Westport was organized in 13819, and the church
was built in 1824, with Peleg Sisson for the minister. The society was incorporat=-
ed January 9, 1844, znd the church joined the “hode Island and Massachusetts
Uonference in September, 1862. The Second Christian “hurch at South Westport was _
organized September 18, 1838, and the church building was dedicated PFebruary 1, ¥
1876. TheThird Christian Church was organized at Central Village, Junme 10, 1539,
and the church was erected in 1842, 'The Pourth Christain Church, at “rownell's
Corner, was orpanized July 4, 1843, and the church building was opened and de-
dicated the same day., 7The First Christian Church was opened and dedicted the same
day, The First Christain Church at North Westport was organized in-layy-1885
January 1, 1858, The Pacific Union Congregational “hurch was organized in May, 1855

The most extensive business in the section and one of the oldest in the
county, is that of the westport Cotton Manufacturing Company, at Westport Factory,
employing many hands and producing at full capacity more than 1,500,000 pounds
of goods annually, In 1789, ¥illiam Gifford and Lemuel Milk bought the site for
an iron forge; and in 1854 the property was purchased by William ©, Trafford, who
transferred it to the Westport Manufacturing Company, #r, Trafford having been
asgnciated with Augustus Chace at Glove Yillage. In the early sixties, ¥p, lraff-
ord in company with his tow half-brothers, George and Eli jah Lewis, reorganized
the concern, Mg, Trafford remaining s manager to the time of his death in 1580,
#illaim C. Trafford was made treasurer in 1871, The incorporation took place in
Aprill916, and to that date the Lusiness had Leen managed by five men-- William
B. Trafford, Elijah ", Lewis, George Y. Lewis, Andrew R, Trafford (who died Octob-
er 20, 1917), and Willaim C.Trafford was elected president, in May of the same year
The capital is $600,000 --$400,000 prefered and $300,000 common. The mill was
built in 1812, TIn May, 1919, the company took possession of its modern up-to-
daie cotton waste plant in Fall River, a three-story structure, 70 by 126 feet,

At Westport lactory, the old office building standing since 1872, has been re-
moved and an elaborate new office building has Leen eonstructed, modelled upon
the lines of the mill struciure,

Outside of the factory, farming, poultry raising and fishing ase the indust-
ries of the town. A large proportion of the farms are productive and well located
for market-gardening, and include the pooperties of Edmund Gifford, Nelson Gifford,
frank Perry, John Costa, Mason Macomber, William Hicks, Joseph Lone, John, Goege
and .illiam Smith.

Henry ©, Worth, Lgg., once said that on account of absence of records re-
lating to school affairs in this part of the town in the early days, there is no
way of knowing about that arrangement, Previous to 1840 it is not possible to find
the record of any purchase of land for school purposes in Westport. lhe schools
throughout the town in 1923 were as follows: The high school, whose four-year ar-
rangement had been completed in 1923; the schools at North Westport, Sanford Road,
Beulah Woad, PFactory, Hbad, brownell's Cormer, Macomber‘'s Cormer, Point, South
Westport, Horseneck, Acoaxet. There were 774 pupils, and the amount of gppropria~
tion for schools maitenance was $45,000, Edward L., Hill was the superintendent,

Puring the Civil War there were 253 men in the service from this town; in
the World War, there were eighty-eight,

¢ L



Stevenson®s on Lake Noguochoke

Noquochoke is an old Indian name, Noquochoke is not a natural
pond, Its recreation is an interesting story, A1l early industries
in this part of New England required water power, For its develop-
ment The Westport Manufacturing Co., had been in the business of
brocessing cotton waste since it was established in the very early
1800's and remained continuously in business until 1938, After the
business was established jt did over a long period of years acquired
title to most of the land lying on either side of what was then
known as Noquochéke River as far back as Reed Road in North Dart-
mouth, Having thus acquired the riparian rights it then erected a wooden
dam which later replaced by successive dams including the present one
which was built in 1940 as part of a road widéning pro ject by the
Commonwealth, Their flowage rights entitled them to maintain a maxi-
mum water level now indicated by a bronze plate set in the cement
on the west end of the present dam, They also erected gates which
would allow the pond water to plunge against the power wheel which,
in turn operated the machinery of the waste mill,

The creation of the lake thus permitted the factory to run by water
power for about 9 months of the year, With extension of the electric
power line such water power became unnecessary and uneconomical,
These water rights are now owned by the city of Fall River and were
purchased at a cost of $10,000, The pumping station on the lake next
to this restaurant was erected at a cost of $100,000 and a 42 inch pipe
line extending from the pumping gtation down the center of the State
Highway carries the waters from this lake 4 2/10 miles into the South
Watuppa Pond. ‘lhe total cost of this project was about $500,000 and
was completed in 1942, The water in the South Watuppa pond supplies
most of the water fro industrial uses within the ciy of Pall River
and are received by those industries through the Quequechan river
which empties the South Watuppa Pond into Faill River's Harbor, The
largest single user of the water is the Firestone Latex,

\



A Unigque Library Dec, &, 1908 paper?

That ot lead of Vestnorf "ounded in 1840 == Only one of the
Original Subserivera Now Liviig -=- Delivers to Homes of Borrowers.

tvery ¢ity and fewm in liass. mow has = public library, but none cun
boaat of having three separste and distimet libraries under separate
managements and w1th sepsrate sources of support, In this respect,
Westport is unique among her sister sunicipalities,

The renson for this state of affairs ig that the town ia large in
area and long and narrow in shape. In different parte of the town
grouns of houses have arisen and have in the course of time, bedome
vidlages. Just across the line from Fall kiver, for efaplﬁ, 1s the
village of MNorth Vestport; about three miles from this is Brownell's
coher; in anotherr direction is lestnort Fachory; then come fead of
Westvort, South VWestvort, Central Village, vestport Point, VWestport
Herbor and Horseneck Beach, These loealities have nearly as rmch in-
dividuality as llew Bedford or Fall River. The neans of commniecation
between the villages are not particularly zood, and each lives for the
most part within 1tself and for iteealf, uhen, each spring, the citizens
of the town agsermble in town sweting, it is usually for the purnose of
electins men from particular villages or procuring mecadamized roads for
their several localities, witi little repgard for the interests of the
town s o whole, So far aport are the commnities that each has its
store, its church, ite school nud 1ts own organization for village im-
provement,

In the matter of principal villages, Westoort, like "All Ganl", is
divided into three parbs -- lecd of Westport, the business and resid-
entlal center; lJestport Poiubt, the seaport; and Ceuntral Vilease, in
which is the town house. Jach of bhese villages haa a public Llibrary.
That at Vlestport Point was srovided by lNrs, Chakles Cubhbert Hall from
the estate of her husbend, .t the time of his death, it was small and
of 1ittle ®alue; but his berueat will enable it to become in size and
in usefulness the loprgest in tle tekn, It is free to residents of West-
port Point end viclnity, bubt a fee is reouired from borrowers wiho do
not live there, Only in a restricted sense, therefore, is it a public
libpary, and its noefulness is limited to those who csn reach it con-
venlently,

At Centrnl Vigfllage, four miles north, is the Westport Free Pablic
library, founded and supported by the town, It is really supported by
the whole town for the benefit of the people of Camtral Village, for
there ave no deliveries elsewhere and no branch libraries which would
place its books at the diasposal of residents of other villages,

The libvrary of which this article is to treat is that of Head of Wost-
port, the oldest and larseeh in the town, and the only one of the theee
that has o aeparate bullding of its wwn, The history of this institutim
rung paralle¥ alnost with the histoxy of the villaze, The Head of West-
port, for mony vears prior to the Civil Wlar, wae pre-eminently a "Cap=-
taina' town, In the book recently published by the library is a list,
not nenrly complete, of the captaing residing at the Head, It numbers
over twenty, These men on theilr various voyapes acoumilated considercble
wealth, and gave freely of it to chureh and sbhool, It 18 not surpris-
ing that among them and among the prosperous business men of the town
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there should have been a desire for the establishment of a public 1ib-
rary. A8 a result of this, in Tamiary of the year 1840, a library wae
founded known as the \lestport Soeial library, .

After several meetings of those interested, it was decided to make
the library a do-operative organization with shares selling at $1 each,
And to the rest of Westport, the commitiee said; "no shares, no books,”
If they wanted to contribute they eould, but it was understood that the
library was for the Head and was to be situated there,

Subseription papers were started and the original book of the first
librarian shows that over 3120 was pledged, the 1ist of the founders
and the mumber of shares for which they subseribed being given belowk,
Sad to relate, the book alsc shows that some of the people, who in the
first flush of enthusissm and village pride offered sums to defray the
cost, thought better of their generosity when the collector arrived and
the cash was not forthcoming, But that happened nearly 70 years ago, has
all been forgotten now, and the list which is appended give the names of
everyone who signed the first papers, whether he vpaid or whether he
allowed it to slip his mind, The list is as follow, the number side
of them showing the number of shares subseribed for at $1 per share:

Daniel B, Anthony 5 Hohn Lawton 1
George 5, Allen 2 B, Macomber 2
Ineilla 5, Borden 1 Wi, Macgomber 2
Geo, C, Brownell o) L. Macomber 2
John R, Baker 2 Hobart Mosher 1
David 1, Browmell 2 fizra lMacomber 2
John L. Anthony 4 P, Wi, Peckham o
Christ. A. Chureh 5 Isaac lacomber 1
Jonathan Chace 1 Mary S, Richmond 1
Peace Cormell 1 Sophie 5. Richmfiond 1
Buby Case 1 Willifa Reed 2
Charles Denna 1 Lomiel B, Hood )
Philip H, Devoll 1 Warren lieed 2
Peter Davis 1 J. P. Gifford 5
Isane Francis 2 Wle Ho Slade 1
A, B, Gif ford 6 Jeremiah Thompson 2
Adam Gifford 3 Howland Tripop i &
Ldward 5., Gifford 5 Julia Ann Triop 1
Stephen A, Gifford 5 Thomas {inslow 1
George H, Gifford 5 Holden VWhite, Jr, 1
Henyry B, Gifford 5 Mary Ann Weaver 1l
Anthony Gifford 5 Mary J, Brownell i
Stephen Howland 10 Lydia C, Barl 1
Chas, H. Hathaway 1 Job Cornell 1
lMady Ann Howland 1

Azel P, Ladd B

then sufficient memey had been collected to warrant further action

by the comuittee, several sets of books, in all comprising 280 vol-

umes, were secured, the library was name the "Westport Social Lib-
rayy", and with the books catalogued from No. 1 to No, 280, the 1lib-
rary wag ready for business,

The library was place in the tailor shop when run by William Taylor,
situated on the land now wwned by C. A, Gifford, between his stove and
house., A book cage was built with swinging doors and for a time served
to hold bee all the books, This case is now in the kitchen of the ©ld
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Dr. Kidder house doing duty as o china closet. The name of bhe original
librarian is somewhat in doubt, tubt it was probably Charles H, Hathavay. -
Of the large munber of founders, but one is now alive, Mrs, Peace Snow.
She 1s now 88 years old and lives with her son in Providence, She remem-
bers when the libwery was 8irst opened sand was one of the first borrow=
ers, OShe saye that the shares were 51 oach and that tho enteries in the
old books which seemed to be dollars, are only ceuts; and that "fifby" co-
vosite = name does not gigsnify, as towm historiuns had supposed, that

the man eontrituted $50 to the cause of distyubuting literature, but that
this sum -- TiTty cents -- was his sdsessment on Tive shores ab 10

cents a share, for the vurchase of books,

To look at the catulugae voday would bring & smaille to the face ol
the present day reader. The library's collebiion comsisted of histor-
ical sketches of old world celebrities, a few stories of the life of
“ashingbon, several sets of school histories, aud a few books of adven-
ture, Among the books were large nugbers of religious publications,

people in those days reading more works of this charaeter than they do
now, Some of them bore date marks of the 18th contury, and a larse nubl-
ber of them whensecured were rather the worse for wear, s one entry in
the boocktalls haw the librarian has gpent several days in recovering a
rebinding old books in order to make them presentable,

tnbhusiasm in the new venture ren high, if one &n gusge that by the nun-
ber of books which werscirculated during the first year, and interest in
the orpanization vms maintained for o anmb nearly & decads. The accounts
of the librarian are merely a 1list of volumes issued and returned during
this period, one paze being reserved in the book for every member,

About 15 years after the librnry was started, the circulation of beooks
dropped to such a sn=ll figure thab there was no need for a librarian,
Fewers and fewer books were tuken out and those who wished a book to
read vv@:f@t to the case and helped themwdlves, oailors golng on whaling
voyages would teke along wolumes with which to pass thelr leisurc mo-
ments ond muny of these wers never returned. Finally the books were me-
moved from the case because lir, Leary, the tailor, needed it as a closet
for his food 2nd dishes, as he kept buchelor's hsll. He went to wur when
hostilities broke out and whem the war was over resturmed to iestport and
resumed bis tailor's business, Ome day in 1571 Clarles Baker wus stowing
some firewood im Leary's back shop when he came acopss same books. He
asked Mr, Leory what they wers, and the latter replied: "They are books
belonging to the old library we used to have here, I wish they were
somewhere else." "I§11 teke them,” s&id Mr. Pake:, and bake then he aid,
Nr. Leary comsenting. And so, for the frist time in 30 years the books
were removed and carried to the house then ogcupied by Mra, Beker and
pleced inthe basement where itheeler Brownell once had & store. lirg.
Baker lept the library ovew for sobut =1ght months, when the busement
was let to Goorkre Vhite to store stoek carried by him on hie peddler's cart.

Thie ended the second period of the libroryYs existence and the books
renained until removed with the goods of Mr, White to the store on the
west side of the river, Here thuy remoined for yeurs. Occasionally
gaceone would elimb the stairs to the rocm where they were kept and
borrow & volume, but very ssldom,
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In the fall of 1888, Curtis Il Pierce went about from house to house
selling shares at 25 eants aplece to reppen the library and purchase
new books, &N fair sum was yealized and the books were brought out and
the library opened in the 11 Lawbom house now occupied by Jane Almy,

It remained here only = short time, for the old White and Winchester
store being vaecatsd the collection was housed there, With the aid
of Dr, and lrs, H, F1 Ifottago, the library was open hers until 1896,
At this time the interest waned among the elder folks, she Porrowers
being for the most part the younger peophe, The trustees did not be-
lieve that the library should be a social center, but parely a liter-
erary, and decided to eclose it, Fimally the books were packed up and
earted away to Matthias Gammona® barn at George ., Brownell's Corier.
There they remained for four years,

_In 1900 Percy Brackett, at that vime a teacher in the village gram-
AT schools, interested the young people in the library end it was
brought into the village and put in order., By a strange train of cir-
cumstances, it was, after sixty years of use, storage snd travel, set
up again in the very foom whieh saw its birth. The old tailor shor
had been sold and moved and was now the rear vortion of what is knowm
ag the Dr, Kidder house, Dr, Kidder's widow, herself a great reader
offered the use of ome of her foams on cindit¥ion that she might be al-
lowed to use the library when she wished, This offer wos eagerly ac-
o@pted and until her death the libwary Found a home with her.

Aifber her death, it was moved again to a plase offered by lirs,
Jane Almy for 2 small remtal. After a short existence here, the achool
comittee wag induced to allow it to be placed 1m a corner of the High
achool room at the BeRl schoclhouse, Here it remained uvmntil the little
gchoolhouse wrs wacated and it was moved to what will now be its per-
manent home recently purechased for it at auckion by Alber|C. Kirby,

The library tires hard to be of every possible use to the towmspeople,
It has three branch libraries in various parts of the village, a loan
colleetion in some of the Sunday schools, inm the public schools and in
the Almy house, ﬁidﬂﬂ this, it has what few country libraries ean
boast of -- a free delivery system by which books are collected, ex-
chenged and delivered to the .deor for one cent per volume, "‘he books
are catalogued like those inthe New Bedfmid, Fall River dnd Fairhaven
libraries and the same charging system is employed. It is self-sup-
porting. If the funds mun low, an oyster supper or a bean supper or o
play or tow are glven to replenish its coffers, BResides this, it is
now branching out as a village Improvemnet society and is destained
to be a forece for the soclal and intellectual uplifting of the Head of
Weastport.



Wegtport Miblic Library Bulletin Tune 1936
Emily Sisson Libparisn

History

The westport Mublic Library wne orcanized inthe year 1840,
The price of each share in this corporstion was ten dollars while three
of the most porminent members of this organization were Christopher
Church, llary Richmond snd Peleg W, Psckhem, '

The first building to house the Library was Leary's teilor shop
vhich stood just off 0ld County rosd and west of the present bridge.
The ovmer of the shop, who so generously donated the baek room of
his shop for so worthy a purnose also acted as Librarian,

For some years this library was a flourishing institution,
but then interest in its upkeevn lazmed snd was not again reviwved
until 1889 vhen we find a notice dated Jan, 21, 1889 which invites -
all vho are interested in having a obublie library in the commanity
to meet at Riverside Hall, Jan. 21, 1889 st 7:30 P,H, At this neet-
ing it wag voted that John B. Gifford, George &, Gifford, and Joseph
i, Shawock be a committee to prepare articles of government snd thet
John B, Bifford, George B, Gifford, Curtis.Pisrce, Cyrus if, Tripy,
and Jol'n A, Davis be a committee on entertzinments.

The Library was next loeated in the house of Theodore Davis.
A little later the libinry wos moved to the store of Winchester snd
hite which then stood on the north side of 014 County vomd just
west of the present Lridece, At this time IMrs, H, P, Nottasze institu-
ted » card cataloguing system for the bhooki This was much cppreciateal
by the ldbr rians, I, H, Nottage end Miss Lizzie R:cords,

In 1896 the library was agsin not too orosperous snd the as-
gsociation voted to store the books at the home of M,I, Gammons ,

In 1900 the officers of the library held a meebing :nd decided
to reopen the library at the home of Mrs., Kidder on Drift road.
This place remained the home of the library until Mrs. Kidders death.
The books were then renmoved to the home of lrs. Jane Ay, rom here
the books were circulnted for a few years,

Next the library was located in the Little School house st tha
Toot of Wolfpit Hill, In 1909 it was removed to its presen: loc atin
at Alumni Hall Drift iHoad,

The library now contains beotween thre:and four thonsand vol-
armes, It i¢ open one afhterncon each veek, lgpeecinl attention is
given to the selzction of children's boolks,



The Sunday Standard, Oect. 25, 1908
An Amatenr Playwright

Dr, Buwhk's Lateat Effort in Interests of Social Life at Head of Westport
Had Hoped He Would Not Be Yound Out, But in Vain,

"Go over in Westport and write something about a play to be given there,
with a Westport author, a Vieatport cast, and Westport scenes," were the
ingtructions given a Sunday Standard reporter the tbher afternoon.

Thus started on an all-Westport story the newspaper nan cast about for
gome clue by which to run down this mysterious plan, announced without any
names or any vlaces designated, 2nd be thought himself of Dr. E. W. Burt

usually knows what is happening among the wll as among the sick in the
town, 3o Dr, Burt was called up on the telephone and asked if he dould
polnt the way toward the discovery of the unknown suthor, the unknown cast
and the unknown plays,

"Well, I don't know how much I cold tell you about them, but perhaps I
could help you in your search if you could come over to the house," replied
the vhysician,

“o securing s carriage the newspaper man drove out to the Head of Vestport,
followed inatruetions carefully about "first road to the right," "secodd road
to the 18ft," "upf at the ton of the hill,"” and eventually, after urgint his
auto to the summit of a big e¢limb arrived at the doctors hoge.

The doctor himself answered the ring at the door and escorted his caller
into his office, seating himself in the swivel chair befowe his desk, and
agsigngng his visitor to another chair opposite him,

"Now what can I do for you?" he queried ss he swung one leg over the
other, and looked up half smiling.

"Who wrote the Westport plays that are to be presenbed in the Bell school
house next month3"” asked the newspaper man.

The doctor's smile quickly vanished, Ie cast furtive glamces (whatever
that may mean) about the room, looked at the windows, peeked out through
the door, and then coming across the carpet on tiptoes, lemned over, and whisp-
ered, "I did." And then as if the confession had slipped from him before
he could help it, he turned to his desk, drummed upon the blobter wih his pen=-
eil and cast wistful glances (those are different than furtive glances) at a
huge framed portrait of Shakewpeare which in his mind's eye, he saw hanging
on an imaginary easel st his right hand,

"I did not anticaplate this,"” he said softly, after a long pause., "I thought
that out here in the country solitude, I conld do these things, and never be
found out, but I have told it now, Believe me it wasn't for hope of personal
gain that I have done this === it was in an effort to railse some money for the
Vigstport Public Library, Bean suppers have played out; socials have become
irksome to the pomulace, and I did now know what to do at first, And then I
thought again, and then I finally decided that *the play's the thing,® and
one vinter evening I wrote me two dramas, I am the Westport author true too,

the robls are to be interpreted by liestport people, but the scenes, the scenes
may be laid anywhere, so far as it mokes any difference."

"And are hhese plays comedies, or do they treat of some serious theme?"
was the next oueation asked,

"One of them is twed¥ truly o comedy,"” he rapled, "The other may be serious
for all I know, as the work serious devends entirely upon one's own interpre-
tation of the play. But I will say it is a melodrama == a drama so'melo' in
fact that I am afraid someone with a joke in his head will say that it is rotten."



Pe

And then recovering from the surprise at being discovered at his newest
hobby of playwrighting the doctor suddenyfly emerged from the shy, sad attitude
into which the interviewer's first questions had plunged him, and told inter-
estingly of his latest asttempt to infure some 8igns of activity into the soc~-
ial life of Head of Westport. For Dr, Burt, be it known, has been for the
eight years during which he had resided in the town, onf of the most active
of eitizens, giving of his time freely in helping in church and town affairs,
heading the 01ld Home Weelk celebration, and dolng everything in his powde to
help the town docially and intellectually,

The two plays which he has lately written, he does not consider as being
of much literary merit; he merely wrote them in an effort to provide some~
thing new and interesting for the people at one of their social times, and
ineidentally he hopes to wet some money for the library -~ perhaps the chéef
hobby of this energetic citi-en. .

The titles of the plays are, "Tom Uriver, Miner," and "The Sol&er's Return."
The first is in twe acts, and he maned it while the newspaper man was present,
That is the melodrama, while the other lone, which is in one aet, is a comddy,
Dr, Burt has seen severasl amateur thestrical efforts in Westpobt fail, mostly
because people could not be found who could enmct the roles satisfactorily,
But knowing the people available, the dogtor-playwright wrote stories around
them, And everyone who has seen the rehearsals prophecles a most interesting
and entertaining evening when the 1little plays are presented,

"What is that? You went to knwo the story of these plays?" asked the doctor
in response to queriesfrom his visitor. "Oh no," he continued, "you never heard
of a manager announcing the theme of details of his production before the first
night, did you, As I am the manager, I'1l have to claim that prerogative, and
no one save the members of the compnnies will know anything about that featume
until the curtain goes up before the audience,"

So there is this mueh mystery about these Restport dramas at any rate,
mmmme=eme= 0 worn to read) to all who his actors were and furnished the
following ecasta:

"Tom¢ Driver, Miner,"

Tome Driver, miner, E.,J, Sisson
James Blake, villaze lawyer, Dy, E, W, Burt
Mrs, Jones, widow, lirs, B, ¥, Burt
¥Frances, her daugher, Louisa Hicks
Sam, office boy, Larl Cahoon

Aot I -~ James Blake's Office,
Aet II --- Mrs, Jones's home,

"The Soldier's Return,"

nUnt Sophrony, spinster, liss Susie Lawton
Rose White, her niece, Iirs, Abbottt Kirby
Sam Hunt, in love with Rose, David Morrison

Hezekiah Jehosephat Brown, soldier Dr, E.W, Birt
Place Aunt Sophrony's sitting foom., A one act sketch,

He explained in comnnection with his name that he did not originally intmad
to take mctive part, but after rehearsals had been started, two of the cast
dropped ocut and he had to take hheir places,

The date for the presentation of the dobbpr's plays has not been set as yet,
tut will be announced in a short time, and will probably be during the first
week of next month, The Bell shcoolhiouse has been secured for the event, and
all Westport is awalting the announcement -- and about all of Westport that
can be crowded into the hall will be inattendance, too, for the idea of this
Wewtport drama affalr has aroused a whole lot of intersat out there,

Mrs, Alhert e Kirby Mrs. BV, Burt Miss Susie Lawton Miss Louisa Hicks
E, J, 84sson Dr. E, W, Burt David Morrison The Bell School Library (Wolf Pit)



Cadman's Neck,

A freen retreat 'neath the summer sky,

Where the fleegy clouds Bo sailing by,

While the river bends, like a silver bow,
Roundl its pleasant shores in its ebb and flow;
Cool oaken shades when the sun is bright,

And a glimpse of fairy land at night,

When the river breeze has fanned the camp,
Alight with many a twinkling damp,

Then the voice of song on the evening air,
Breaks the solemn silence that follows prayer;
The words are borne to the listening ear,

Un the tones of the music sweet and clear,

"A tent or a cottage, why should I carep
They*re building a palace for me, over there,"
And heaven seems Nearer than clouds that fleck
1he moon-1it arch over Cadman's Neck,

But who was Cadman, and where djd he pet

The Neck that claims him for owner yet?

I thought of it often, I pondered jt well,
And T questioned others, but none could tell,
Was he the last of the vanished race,

Who hunted and fished in this beautiful place?
Was he the forerunner of those who came

To dispossess them of land and Fame?

Rose his wigwam rude by the river's side?

Did his bark canoe o'er its waters glide?

Or, had he a humble cabin, made

Of unhewn logs, in the forest glade?

Did he slay his game with arrow and bow,

Or shoot with a musket; did any one know?

At last I chanced upon one who told

This simple tale of the days of o1d,

Over the seas, in the Mayflower, came

The fathers, to Plymouth of pilgim fame;

But they stayed their feet by the eastern shore,
Glad that their wanderings at last were o'er:
While the years went by and no white man knew
That our hills and our valleys were fair to view,



The Wampanoag's camp-fire glean

Was reflected in many a lake and stream

Where Pokamoket, the lofty, stood,

Pown looking on forest and field and flood,
The lodge of the brave Massasoit was found,
And wise was his rule o'er the country round,
" Full thirty sagamores owned his sway,

From Narraganselt to Cape Cod bay;

Far north and south did his empire reach,
From the Peacon hill to the Horse Neck beach,

The Indian lone through the forest strayed,

While his dusky squaw by the wigwam stayed,

And their small pappoose, in the sunshine at play,
Was as free as the squirrels and nimble as they}

H brushed the dew from the séddge away,

With his moccasined feet at the dawn of day,

Down the Noquochoke pacddled his light canoe,

(His labors were slight for his wants were few,)
Cookerd his fish and clams by the river's bank,
From the clear, cool springs when a thirst he dranik;
And returning, sometimes, when the day was done,
And low o'er the hills hung the westering sun,

Saw mirrowed in waters all peaceful and still,

The beaches, the bluffs, and the green wooded hill
Of Cadman's Neck, warm with the roseate glow,

And scarce knew if the real were above or below,

A simple life; yet who of us shall say

That ours is a better or happier way,

Save as he hath taught us what life may be,
Who yielded his own upon Calvary's tree.

Like us he lived, and like us, too, he died;
You may find his grave on the bleak hillside,
Where an ancient walnut, all stark and dead,
Stretched one gnarled limb o'er his lowly bed,

but long ere the seventeeth century's close,
Now here and now there, smoky columns arose
From the settler's hearthstone up toward the blue skies,
And the red man beheld them with sorrowful eyes,
For one pale faced stranger gave promise of more
As coming events cast their shadows before.



His axe, in the forest, the loud echoes woke;

His plow, in the valley, the long furrows broke;

He bridged the broad streams, set the brooks to turn mills,
And his cattle and sheep cropped the grass on the hills,

They journeyed from east, and they Jjourneyed from west,

And chose by our waters the place of their rest;

There were Howlands and Giffords, the records declare,

And Sissons and Allens and Kirbys were there.

Smiths, Macombers, Simmonses, Hixes and Earls,

Settled down with their cattle, their boys and their girls.
There were Soules, there were Wings, and also, we learn

Of another called Babcock, Whose name was Return,

These all were from Piymouth; but from Portsmouth came o'er
The Almys with slaves and Bordens with more

Came with*Pevals, the Pettys, the Lawtons and Woods,
Followed Shermans ane Cornells and Moshers with coods,
Wodels, “nthonys, Prownells and Sanfords,--ah! space
Forbids maming all who helped people the place,

But the Ricketsons, Tripps and a Huddleston came

And also our Cadman, whatever his name;

for though William or Richard or George it must be,

Who, alas, shall determine which one of the three.#

Our search has been long, but our labors are past,
Right here on the spot we have found him at last,

He built him no cabin in forest or glade,

But out on the hill-top his dwelling he made

He lived there and died there and gave it a name ,

And for long generations hiés kindred the same;

But today in onr midst there is left not a trace,

To show that among us they ever had place

Save that down on the hillside, remains of a well,
The take of a homestead, forsaken, may tell,

But when all is uttered, how little we know,

Save that Cadman, like us, was a dweller below,

If a wise man or simple, dishonest or just,

If one to confide in or one to distrust,

If a saint or a sinner-~there record is none,

His faults and his virtues alike are unknown,

(Yet think not that day will the secret unfold
When the book of the judgment at last is unrolled,
Bach soul in that hour will be standing alone

And the sentence he hears willlbe only his own,)



Living few years or many he didd as all must,

And somewhere his body has criibled to dust,

If he prospered and flourished and rose to renown,
His fame has long perished in Westport town;

But his name is still ours to redeem or defend

As it clings to this beautiful spot to the end.

But if spirits revisit, as some think they may ,

The scenes they frequented in life's busy day,

And if Cadman should wander some night through the camp,
When the mist from the river hung heavy and damp,

Would he wonder what manner of people were these

Who builed their cahins in shadow of trees?

And if 'gainst an oak trunk a bicycle lean,

Whould he deem it a pe=fangled spinning machine?

Whould he think the white tents standing spectral and cold,
Were ghe ghosts of the wigwans he knew there of old?

But some things e'en Cadman would find were unchanged
Since in strength of his manhood the wildwood he ranged;
The sky is as blue and the air is as free,

And we find the cool shadows as grateful as he;

Still love is as precious and death is as grim,

And life as uncertain for us as for him;

There's the same heaven above us, the same hell below,
And upward of do@nward as surely we go;

To the same tender PFahter his children still pray,

And souls are redeemed in the old-fashioned way,

0, watchman, shouldst meet him at night on the ground,
Pray greet him politely and show him around;

And if, why this gath'ring he charge thee to tell,

& answer him wisely and answer him well;

"For what do we come here?Z" For just what we will;

We are ever pursuing our good or our illj;

We make our surroundings, in life and in death,

As the atmosphere round us is changed by our breath,
Some seek here for pleasure, and some seek for rest,
And whatever is sought for, rewarded the questg

For in this peaceful shade, beneath heaven's blue vault,
It is said some have even been known to find faultsg
And a hallowed spot is this camp ground sod

To seeking souls who have here found God,"



Ah! Cadman, we deem thee than many more blest,

Tn that, though uncertain the place of thy rest,

Thou art held in rememb rance and doubtless shall be,

As long as the river fllows by to the sea,

For each season when verflure the oak tree shall deck,

Many hearts will be turning to fair Cgadman's Neck;

While of those who here gathered, the brilliant and young,
The preachers who preached, and the singers who sung,
After two hundred summers (so fleeting is fame,)

There'll be few to remember they'd even a name,

Then "A tent or a cottage, "and "why should I care,™
Send it ringing afar on the evening air,

This world is a camp, and how brief is our stay,

Fre the tent that has shelteeed is folded away;

But mansions eternal await the redeemed,

And heaven is fairer than earth ever dreamed,

Susan E, Gammons,

* That is the old name for Deveol, and so spelled in the
odd repords,

#The name of William Cadman has always been associated with
the land now known as Cadman's Neck, situated in South Westp
port, His name is first mentioned in the old Proprietors!
Records, June 28, 1682, when he sold his son George % a share,
and again Sept. 25, 1711, when Benj, Brane survegpd his home-
‘stead,

Richard Cadman is first mentioned in Vol. 1 of South
Bristol Records, Sept, 24, 1688, when he bought of Thomas
Cornell "82 acres of upland, more or less, lying in ye
neck, and 6 acres of meadow," This was bounded northerly
by Samuel Cornell (now Joseph Bone), and easterly by said
Thomas Cornell; 80 acres further east were added, and the
price for all was 150 L.



George Cadman, son of William was one of the carliest
and largest land proprietors in the town, having pur-
chased land as early as May 29, 1665, which is ten years
before King Philip's War, Supposing the above mentioned
lands to be parts of the Smith and “1len farms, the fol-
lowing dated in 1711-13, is the first mention of Cadman's
Neck properl

"Laid out to George “adman 30 acres, being the Gore
between his 400, and 800, and 120 acres, on the west side
of his 400," Page 19, Rroprietors' Records., Pu

(This poem was copied from a clipping Mrs, Frank Potter
loaned me. The author Susan E. Gammons lived at the
Head of Westport where the Feenans live,)
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50 years azo Standard July 58

Camp Meeting Was Held "
Cadman's Yeck Group Marked “ts 30th “rniversary “t Westport Site
By L.M.H,

Cadman's Neck Camp ideeting was observing its 30t" amminversary in ﬂug.
1908, The acddress on that occasion was given by the “ev, ",J, Reynolds,
who gave a brief history of bow the meétings came to be held at waht was
originally %nown as Alien's Grove near Hix Eridpge in Westport,

The “amp meeting at Cadman's Meck was an outgrowth of a series of union
weetings in which the churches in VWestport united., Delegates from the
VaEOpiE=64i864Re-pi-bdandawn ,various churcnes of the town met at the
Pacific Union Church at the Head of Westport in Octolb.r 1873 and organized
what was called the Union Sunday School Association, ‘his developed into

union meetings held at the several churches., At the union meeting in
North westport in June 1878 there was discussion as to the proposal to
fiold 2 four-day meeting at some convenient place out=of=doors,

A committee, including S,R, Wordell, #illiam ¥, Macomber, Rhoda Vavis,
L,P. Atwood and lsaaac Carle, was 2ppo nted to arrange for such a mecet=-
ing, As a result a call was issued for the meeting to be held at Allen's
Urove fug, 6, 1878. The calll for the weetin stated refreshments can be
secured on the grounds and family tents could be rented from “Y.R, wWordell.
The preacher at this opening meeting was the Rev, L,P, Atweod,

The four-day meeting met with sufficiant approval to warrant the or-
ganization of a Camp Meeting Association, A meeting to complete the organ=-
ization was hdld at the Pacific Union Shurdh Nov, 8m 1878, The Rev,

Flihu “rant was elected as the first president, Cortes Allen agreed to
give the use of his grove for the meetings,
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Westport Kesidents to Celebrate 150th Anniver-
sary Of Town, uonday July 5, with
voncert, iireworks
(1937)

First Lown Meeting was Held in August, 1787, &bt
Gentral village; Wormerly knowm as the Acoaxet In-
dian rlantation,

westport will celebrate the 150th anniversary of
its incorporation as a tewn July, 5. <the town, in- .
corporated July 2, 1787, was formerly known as the
Acoaxeb Indian Flantation and later was the westarly
part of vartmouth.

A committee of citizens is arranging a program
$hat will inelude a band, concert and display of
fireworks.

in August, 1787, the towmspeople held their first
anmial meeting at a house ovmed by william ifford,
ventral village. ulection of the community's first
soard of Selectmen was held., william almy, iichard
kirby and sdward porden were elected to bhe Board.

vaptain paul Cuffe

probably the most famous man in the town was Capb-
ain raul Cuffe, a negro whaler, GCavptain cvuffe is
credited with opening the first school in Westport.,
Although he received no schooling himself, he was a
ready pmupil of friends and fighermen, He opened and
provided a teacher for the school on his own land in
the vieinity of the present uix Bridge.

Tt is also said that Captain Cuffe sought to es=
tablis a "Negro Paradise" by trensporting one or
more boatloads of Negroes from Africa .

Portions of Dartmouth were ceded to the town on
webruary 25, 1793, and mareh 4, 1805, while 2 section
of Portemouth, R, I. was given in 1861.

Lchabod Potter's land was the scene where the fimt
tovnhouge was built and the first meeting in the new
cuarters was held April 6, 1789,

L



Richard Sisson is believed to be the first
settler at the Head of Westport, uis home was loc-
ated on the west side of the river on the main
highway. He was elected road surveyor in 1671,
wichard Gifford, alse an early setbtler w.s land
king of Acoaxet and in the 1712 apportionment at
the Head, he received over 400 acres.

manufacturing Starts

Manufecturing got ite start in the town when
ueorge Lawton, Benjemin Waite and John Tripp secur=
ed 70 agpes along the river and built two mills,
¢alled Lawton's Mill on the west side and uaibe,
Tripp's or Chase's Mill on the east side.

irs. Mary Hix and her sons operated the Hix
Terry unkil 1745 when villiam Hix built the first
bridge in the town.

Among the prineipal religious creeds in the tovm
were the (uakers who built a meeting house 70 years
vefore one wes founded in hew Bedford, Historians lw
have stated that the Acoaxet section of the town was
strongly Quaker., The First Christian church was
built in Westport in 1824, Peleg Sisson was the min-
ister.

lestport Point was one of the principal whaling
ports in this section of the country. Vessels plied

from there to all parts of the world. several of the

largest whalers had the Point as their home port.
sections inland were slow in developing. 1t was

not until recent years that the ureenwood Park and,

Central village secbions came into prominence.

Polibically, the town, as a whole, has abided with
the lepublican Party and its predecessors,

(Under picture)

This is Westport's oldest house, situated on the
property of wax Collector rrank A, Potter, lain Road,
Central village. The exact date of its erection is
not known, but it was first mentioned in the town's
history published in 1667, Lt was in possession, of
iaites and Kirbys before the rotters purchased it and
ur. Potber's grandfather, the late Kuscobe P. Potter,
1ived in the west end of the house, {red brick chim-

‘ney), built about 100 yyears ago. Yhe east end he usdd

uPeF a workshop, ‘Lthe house whiich is part of the 'wown
Seal, is now used for a storeshouse,



Hevolutiomary Soldiera

Benjomin Prowmell .

Abner Prownell

Abraham Cornell

Jonathan Brownell

Himphrey #lmy

John Cifford

Capt, Barney Hicks =

David Kirby
Siles Kirby
Iarael Brightman b 1750 loved to k.1,
John Tripp b Westport 1761 4 llebron, lm, 1847
Bamphrey Allen d, Westport
Mrancis Tripp b. Westport Sept. 16, 1769 d., Sept. 20, 1846 aged &7.
William Gifford at 84 Ohio = record published in N,B, Mercury ¥ar, 14,
1839, b, Gestport
Prince Brownell
teorge Brownell Sr.
" o Jr. *
Hathaniel Drovmell
Samuel Prownell
Lieut Pardon Brownell b, Little Compton d. Vestport
Betheneld ltichmond
Thomas Cornell
¥a jor Sylvester Erownell
Perez ichmond
Dr. Eenjamin liichmond
John Cifford-who 1ladd out the Gifford road and for whom it was nomed,
Stephen Pavis -who lived on Sodom Doad
Jonathon Lawton
John Kirby
Joshua Pettey
Ezra lichmond-b lestvport d, Dighton
£1ijah Borden b, Westport D, Oneids County, Hele
Borden fordell-b; Westport 26 TEY 1744.




"Certain Comeovers" by Henry Howland Crapo Vol.l
New Bedford, Mass, 1912

John Tripp

John Tripp was born about 1610, He was an original settler of Ports-
mouth in 1638 and one of the signers of the civil cmmpact which formed
the organization of the town, He was a carpenter by trade, having come
over, it is thought, as an apprentice of one Holden. He also engaged in
farming and must have been a good judge of cattle, since for many years
he was annually chosen the “Surveyor of Cattle." le was evidently not a
man of any education, but none the less he served the town in numerous
capacities, serving many years on the Town Council, as moderator of the
town meetins, and during the latter purt of his life as Deputy of the
General Agssembly Tor six years.

John Tripp in 16453 purchased land next to Thomas Gorton. Leater he 1iv-—
ed next door to Ralph Earle in Portsmouth, and they had some controversy
about their lines and fences and their cattle, which was finally adjusted
by an elaborate agreement between them, dated Aug. 25, 1651l. This agreement
was witneswed by Benedict Arnold and Thomas Newton, and is cerefully set
forth in the records of the bown by the Recorder, Fhilip Sherman. In 1687
John Tripp had planting land at Hogg Island. His will, dated Dec, 16, 1677,
and probated Oct. P8, 1678, is & carefully prepored document. Among other
provisiona he mives "to each of my grandehildren five shills to buy bibles
for them,"

John Tripp married “ary Paine, the daughter of Anthony Paine, with wham
and her mother she must have crossed the ocean when a young woman, It is
not probable that Faines crossed many years before 1638, and kory must
have been married to John Tripp soon after the settlement of Portsmouth,
as her son Peleg wasborn in 16482, Anthony Paine wae one of the signers,
by his mark, of the compact under which Portsmouth was settled, fe does
not appear to have taken any interest in the town's affairs, as his mme
seldom appera upon the records, He died in 1649, His will is as follows:

I Anthony Paine in my perfect memory due manifest my minde and last will
is to give and bequeath unto my daughter Alice one cow shee or her husband
painge unto my daughter Mary Tripp Bo much 86 yo COW, sttt
md—pidd—% i5 judged tobe more worth than the heffer and to be made up
equall out of ye cow, And further my minde and will is to make my wife kose
Paine wholl and soull executrlix to see my ye former Covinant and my last
will performed, and my debts paide, and Mr. Porter and William Baulston
to see my estate egually divided witness my hand this 5th day of May 1649,

The marke of Anthony

Paine  (X)

Thomas Wait
William Baulston,

On March 18, 1650, John Tripp and kary Tripp exet¢uted a release to
Hose Paine stating that they had received the elgacy in full, alige
Paine, who and meanwhile married Lot Strange, also expressed herself as
satisfied. It is regretable that the receipts do not disclose just how
the balance between the cow and the heffer was arrived st,



Pape 2 of John Tripp

John Tripp had purchased about 1662 a one-quarter share of the Dartmouth
parchase from John Alden, In 1665 he conveyed this imterest to his son Pele
eg, who, however, did not "take up" his lands for some years, Peleg was made

Constable of the town of Portamouth when he wae 25 years of agg, and for

more hhan 20 years thereafter he was constantly holding public office as
Surveyor of Highways, member of the Bown Council, and Deputy to the Gemeral :
Assembly at Newport, which latter fofice he held for scms 10 yers consecute _
ively. The last entry in the Portsmouth records concerning him is in 1690, Y T
when he was elected a Deputy. As his zeme appears so frequently before this Ll P
date, and not at all thereafter, it seems likely that he left Portsmouth socn !
after and went to .Dl:mlmth’ taking up heldings in what is mow the township o
of Westport, east of Devoll's Pomd., He died in 1714, He had married Anne oK
Sieson of Portemcuth and Dartmeuth, :

A% & bown mesting held in Portsmouth June 16,1651, "Richard Sisson is re=
geived imhabitant amongst ue and hath given his ingagement ,” Whence he cams
I kmow not, He was then about 43 years old, which tends to the supposition
that he had been in New BEngland some yoars before, since most of the sarly
immigrante were belween 20 and 30 years of age when they undertook the voj-
age across the oceam. In 165% "Goodman Sisson" was chosen Constable, an
office in whieh he must have been efficient, since he wase repeatedly ve- '
elected, OCtherwise, he does not seem to have been at all prominent im hhe
town affairs, In 1658 he bought a part of Con#meut and Duteh Islands,
where perhaps he lived for tOw years he sold them, Just when he came to
Dartmouth I do not know, was in th in 1667 when he was chosen on |
the Orand Jury, and the r his name appears occasiomally om the Darbe /
mouth records, although he held me office, Richard Sisson hed a large ferm
en the west bank of the Coakset River atthe "Hsed", His house was probably |
near what 1s now the cormer of the road leading southerly frem the Head of
Westport te South Westpert, and the "Rhode Island Way" lending westerly be-
twees Sandy Point and Stafford Pond to the Sakomnet River, The locality [
was kmown as "Sisson's," and Richard Sissom, his som, kept a tavera im hhe
odd homestead, which was so used for mearly two ceaturies, Johm Avery Parker, ‘
a praminent merchant of New Bedford, at ome time being its proprietor. ‘
Richard Sissom, the first, dled in 1684 leaving an estage of1600, in which
there was " 1 negro servant L28, and 1 Indiem servant L10." Im his will he
leaves Lo his dmughter Anne, the wife of Peleg Tripp, & tract of land noar
"Pogansett Pond and all thoss sheep he is keeping,”

The d=mughter of Peleg Tripp and Anns Sissen, whose name was Mary, msrried
Deliverance Smith, a som of old John Smith, and was a great great grand-
mother of Amne Almy Chase, .



"Ceortain Comeovers”
Ly llenry Howland Crapo 1912 Vol. 1T

In Governor illiam sradford's list of "the names of those
which came over First in ye year 1620, and were, by the blessing
of God, the first beginners and '(in a sort) the foundation of
211 the Plantaticns and Colonies in Mew fngland” in the following:
mhip, William White and Susanna his wife and one somf called Re-
solved, and one horne on ship Loard caled Peregrine, and 2 servants
william !lelieck and Ldward Thowason."

wilidam White is .aid Lo have been the son of a Bishon of the
Church of Pngland, If this be so, which I regard as exiremely
doubtful, if way have icen ‘rvancis “hite Lorn at St, Noets, Hunt -
ingdonshire, educated =t Caius “ollege, vanbridge, and after many
preferments made ~ishoy of Carlisle, and Lord “lmoner to the King
(Charles 1), then translated to Norwich, and in 1631 to Ely. In
Jed, 1637-3%, bhe died ia his palace at folborn and was buried in
Samint Paui’s, “ondon. Lf your ancester, william white, was indeed
the son of so cdistinguished a “hurch of ®nland divine, he must have
Felt the difficuities od domestic revolt before he came into cou-
“liect with the established order of society and was forced into
axile in Holland, He way weil have deserved the descripttion which
some pious fescentant gives us, to the effect that he "“was one of
that 1ittle handful of Yod's own wheat {luiled by adversity, tos-
sed and winnowed until earthly seliiishness had been beaten from
them and left them pure seed fit for the planting of a new world."”

7Willipm Vhite was one of the origimal band who left bpgland
in 1608 and settied 'n Leyden, Yliand, in 1609, Of these pilgrims
Lradferd wriles: "Deing thus constrained to leave their native soil
and countrie, their lands and livings and all their friends and (am-

fliar acqraintance, it was much, and thought narvelous by many,
oyt to o nte a counltrie they knew not (but by hearsay) where they
mpst learn a rew langua.e and get their livings they knew not how,
it being a dear place, and subject to the wiseries of war, it was
by many thought an adventure almos! desperatle, a case intolerable,
amd a misery werse than death, Especially seeing they were not
acguainted with trades nor traific (by which that countrie doth
subsist) but had only been used to & plain counirie life and the
innocent trade of husbandry, But these things did not dismay

them (thouph they did sometimes trouvble them) For their desires
were set on the ways of Yod and to enjoy his ordipmances,”

Willjam ¥hite solved his problem by learning the trade of a
"wool comber™ as appears by the following cntxy on the town records
o° Leycen, translated from the “utch: "hwilliam #hite, wool comber,
ummarcied man, [rowm Engliand egcompanied by “jlliam Jepson and Sam~
nel Ffuller his acquaintances, with 4nn fuller, single woman, also



from Enland, accompanied by Rosamond Jepson and “arah Priest

her acquaintances, *hey were married before Jasper van Pauchern
and "illdam Cornelison Tylault, sheriffs, this eleventh day of

feb, 1612," 'The religious ceremony was performed by their be-
loved minister John Hobinson, Although the bride's name is given
in this record as "Ann", and she is named in her father's will
as"Anna", she was always called Susanna in later years in Flymouth,

Susanna Fuller was t(he daughter of Robert Fuller of Reden-
hall in the “ounty of Norfoik, Ile was a butcher and as appears
by his will which was probated May 31, 1614, he was very well
off as to landed estabes and worldly goods, 1t is evident from
the provisions of the will that his son Samuel and his daughter
“"Anna," as he clls her, were in Holland, and that his wife Frances
and several children, including a son Bdward, were living with him
in Redenhall, lhree of his children crossed the Atlantic on the
Mayflower: ™4p, Samuel fyller and a servant ==-==(his wife was be-
hin# and a child which came afterwards); Edward Puller and his
wife and Samuel their son;" (8radford) and Susanna the wife of
William White,

William White hacd a "Breeches Bible"™ ( printed in 1586-158&)
given to him &n Amsterdam where the filgrims tarried awhile, in
1608, and by a memoranda on the fly feaves, still well preserved,
it appears that he went to Leyden in 1609, and sailed from lelit
Haven for Southampton in 1619, and "from Ylymouth in ye ship May=-
flower ye 6th day of Sept,, Anno Yomini 1620," "Noy, ye Oth came
to the harbour called Cape Cod ‘arbour in ye dauntless ship,”

Under date of Nov, 19, 1620, is this entry? "Soone born to Sus=
anna iWhite ye six o'elock in the morning." The cdate of Peregrine
White's Lirth as given by bradford was Dec. 10, "hew style.™ And
again "Landed ye Plymocth Dec, ye 11th 1620," The date, "new style,”
was Pec, 21, since known as "forefathers' Day," This was the first
landing at Flymouth by the explorers who left the Mayflower at
Provincetown Harbor and came up along the shore in the shallop,

the fly leaves of this old Bible are covered with memoranda, and

it is evident that the children of the family tock a hand in illus-
trating it, Perhaps it was your ancestor Resolved who drew a crude
likeness of an lIndian and put under it the name of his brother Pere-
¢rine, 'The bible crossed the ocean again to England on the ship
Lyon, as appears by notations, and then came back to flymouth into
the possession of Elder Brewster,

During that first tragic winter when more than half of the May-
flower's company perished, William White and his two servanis died
"soon after landing," 4ihe exact date of h&s death was March 12,1621,
His widow, “usanna on May 12, 1621, married Mr, Edward Windslow, Jr,,
of Proitwich, England, whose wife also had died after landing. So
it was that your ancestor Resolved and his baby brother, Peregrine,
went to live with their stepfather, Edward Windlow, '



Hward winslow and hiszs wife in 1632 removed from the settle-
ment of £lymouth and lived in what is now Marshfield, lhe “Gov-
ernor Winslow ¥lace,” as it is now called, and which Bdward Win-
slow himslef called “Careswell." in memory of his Fnglish home, is

at “reen iHarBor in the souvtherly part of Marchfield, near the
Duxbury line. A part of the tract included in Governor Winglow's
holdings was, tow centuries later, made fauous as the home of
Daniel nebbser. '

Your grandwother eight times removed, >usanna ‘uller (White)
who magried Bdward Winslow, had gby him two children, a daughter
flizabeth and a son Josiah, afterwards Gov, of Flymouth Colony,
1673 - 1680, Your ancestress, therefor, was the first mother,
the ficst widow, the first bride, and the first mother of a native
born Uov. of New Epgland. She died Oet, 1680, 25 years after the
death of her husband, and was buried in the Winslow burial ground
at Marshfield, her son Peregrine "even at three score years having
been most attentive and loving to his mother.”

lesolved, the older boy, your ancester, did not remain with
his stepfather's family at *“arshfield when he grew of age. In 1638
he owned lands in Scituate a half mile south of the harbor, which
he afterwards sold to Lieut, lsaac Buck, Whe he was 20 years of
age he married Judith, daughter of iim, Vassall of “cituate (April
8, 1640) —==

Resolved, #héte and Judith Vassall bad eight children, of whom
the third was your six times great grandfather Samuel. Wiht ihe
exception of km., (who "Tied in sMarshfield, 1695) none of these child-
ren remained in Scitvate or Marshfield, “ome of them went to the
Uarbadoes, where their grandfther Yassall's family lived. Resolved
iwhite had .een one of the original 26 purchasers of the first pre-
cinct of Middleboro in 1662 from the “ndian Chief Wampatuck, and
it is probalble that some of his children took up these holdings.

A¢ all evernts the vwhites of Hiddleboro and of “ristol “Younty are
larpgely the descendants of the mayflower'a boy Yesolved, ---
Samuel white settled in North Rochester, near Sniptuit, and after
his death his son-in-law, Feter “rapo, bought from his grandeon
his "Mansion house" there situate ?(near”gituate ‘

Ihe earliest list of freemen in Hochester in 1684giwes the
name of Yamuel “hite. lle was of the fiist board of Selectmen in
1690, (n Uctober 15, 1689, he took the oath of fidelity under “ov,
“inckley. Jn 1709 he is named in a list of 17 male members of the
First “hurch of Rochester. In 1722-23 Samuel White and Timothy
Ruggles examined ome “r. Josiah Marshalland "did dpprove of him as
a fitt person guallified as the law dirests” to be a schodlmaster,
He married Retecca, who died June 25, 1711, aged 65 years,

“amuel White and his wife Rebecca, had eight children of whom
your several times great grandmother Penelope was the 7th, She
was born “arch 12, 1687, marvied Peter “rapo “ay 31, 1704, and was
a great grandmother of Jesse “rapo.



benjamin Howland, the second son ot Zoeth and Abigail How-
land, was torn in Duxbury “arch 8, 1727, He married Judith Sampe
son, “pril 23, 1684, He owned and lived on the Round Hills #farm
at'the end of Smjth's Neck, which passed to his son Isaac, and
is now in possession of one of his descendants, Hetty Robinson
Ureen, Bein. Howland, like his brothers, was prominently con-
nected wit: the Dartmouth Meeting of “riends.

Page 222---(1682 - vetitioned this meeting for liberty to erect
a water mill)

Whether the committee looked upon the matter favorably does
not appear, or whether William Ricketson actufidly built his mill,
which was doubtdess intended for & saw mill, If he did indeed
erect a mill he operated it for a short time only, since in 1684
he purchased five hundred acres of land in Dartmouth on the cast
side of the road leading from Head of Westport to Horsed Neck
“each and thither removed with his wife, Elizabeth tott, whom he
had lately married in Portsmouth, Here he built a dwelling house
which is still standing, Of this interesting old dwelling “r,
Henry b, Worth says: "Tf was a palace for thos days, It was
tuilt according to the later Rhode Isiand type which seems to
have been first adopted in Connecticut.” The chamber chimney-
plece, now in the rooms of the Uld Yar tmouth Historical Sockety,
is an interesting example of the best type of carpentry of twwe or
more centuries ago,

#William Ricketson afterwards acquired other interests in Dart-
mouth, purchasing @ part of Goy, William Bradfordt's original share,
and also acquiring some of the “locum interest, e also owned and
operated a saw mill not far from his homestead and apparently pros-
pered in worldly affairs, He died in 1691 and later his widow
Elizabeth barried Matthew “ing,

It is from Jomathan Kicketson, born in 1688, the son of wWm,
Hicketson and Eliz, mott, that Yhebe Howland descended through
her grandmwother, Lavinia “ussell.

Hilliam flmy ha  acquired “the right ol the 800 acre division

qualified by Abraham Tucker's homestead in lartmouth," between
Horseneck Beach and “llen’'s deach, including Yoeseberry Neck.
ithis rogion was called Nuttaquansett, In his will W, Bloy de-
vised his “arm in Dartmouth to his son Job “lmy, who was probably
living there at the time in the first of the threefmansion houses
which he built, After Job's marriage with Lydia Lillinghast,
a scion of the merchant princes of that ilk, he built the third
and yrandest wansion, now known as "Quanset,” a splended exanple
‘of colemial architecture which has ieen perfectly preserved and
is mow in the possession of a lineal descendant, Young Job did
not have to make a lomg journey when he went a-courting Ann



Slocum, whe lived in the northerly house on the old barney's
Joy place, lhe two places were in sight of eabh other. ihe
course of thue love seems to have cun smooth, and Yob and fnn
were married and were grandparents of Aane A'my “hase,

job Almy, the older, died in 1771, His will, dated April
1771, after providing for his widow and daughters and disposing
of money and negroes, devises his real estate awong his four sons,
sapuel, Joseph, Job and “hristohaer. In 1778 the sons made a
division, Jjoseph and Christopher taking the portion east of the
highway, Quanset, and Samuel and Job taking the westerly portion,
including Gooseberry Neck, which had been laid out to Wm. Almy
in 1712 by order of the court, In 1779 Samael conveyed all his
interest, except a half of Yposeberry Heck which he had sold to
Joseph Russell, to his brother Job, It wa on this farm, in more
modern times known as the Ajichard Almy farm, that Job Almy and
Ann Slocum lived, The mansion, althouzh not so fine as Quanset
across the way, is a substantial and commodious dwelling with a
Fine outlook to the sea,

when Job “*lmy was 84 years ofd, he becawe infirm and his
only son, tillinghast Almy, acted as his guardian, He died in
1816, and by his will gave various bequests to his children and
grandchildren, As he does not mention his daughter “ary, who
married Benjamin Chase, 1 conclude she died prior to his death.
Her children are remembered, Anne Almy Chase (Slocum) being
given $500.

Like so many bther of your ancestors, Richard Kirby took ade
vantage of the new Quaker setilement at Dartmouth to escape the
rigor of the law. In 1670 he purchased of Sarah Warren one-half
of Thomas Morton's full share in the Dartmouth purchase, and
ifterwards acquired other interests in the Dartmouth lands, Im
1683 he purchased of 7achariah Jenkins of Plymeuth, a tract of
1and on the Coarset River, lying on the easterly side of the road
leading to Horse Meck, near Axin's Corner, and it was here that
he dwelt, 1t is probably that he removed from Sandwich to Dart-
mouth soom after 1670, He evidently did not take any prominent
part in the affairs of the town as his name seldom appears upon
the records, cxcept as having taken the cath of fidelity in 1684
and again in 1686, fe died some tiem after May, 1686, and before
July 1688,

1t was from his daughier Ruhamah, who married John Smith,
that you descend through their son, Deliverance, who was a great
great grandfather of Anne Almy Chase, uf Veliverance Smith you
have already had tidings ip the notes on the ancfestors of Phebe
dowland,

puncatest -- later kmown as liverton and Little Compton,
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Revolutionary Soldiers

from Records of Gladys Gifford Kirbys

Ben jamin Brownell Stephen Davis - who lived on Bodom rd,
Abner Brownell Jonathan Lawton

Abraham Cornell John Kirby

Jonathan Brownell Joshua Pettey

Humphrey Almy Ezra-Rhie Richmond

John Gifford F1li jah Borden

Capt. Barney Hicks

Davis Kirby

Dilas Kirby

Israel Brightman b. 1750 moved to R,I,

John Tripp b, West., 1761 d, Hebron, Ma 1847
Humphrey Allen, d. West,

Francis Tripp b, W. 1759

William Gifford

Prince DBrownell

George Brwoneil Dr,

George Brownell Jr.

Lieut. Pardon Brownell b, Little Compton died in West.
Nathaniel Richmond

Thomas Cornell

Ma jor Sylvester Brownell

John Gifford «who laid out the Gifford %ad and for whom it was named



‘1 ]'hn': River Mas, Hearald News Saturday, November 8, 1947

" Will of Westporter, Made Out In 1807, Is Prized Possessiol of
Viee Adm, Forrest Sherman.

Washington, Nov. B == A will made back in 1807 by a "yoeman" of
Westport in his 78th year "“Ilmowing that it is appointed unto all men
once to &ke" is the prized possesslon of Deputy Chief of Navel Oper-
ations, Vice Adm, Foxvest Sherman,

Admiral Sherman, whose home address is Melrose, learned sea-lore when

sunmering in his youth in Bristol County, The will was written by his
great, grent, great, great grandfather, Dan:l.o.'l. M.l-n, who died 15 years
later at the age of 95,

Great, great, great, great Grandfather Allen made the will for the
stated mrpose of "preveating difficulty that might arise with respect
to what property I have been blesced with in this life." A perfusal
of the document's meticulously detailed provisions suggests there could
be no doubt in the mird of hiu heirs ef ag to how he wished his pro-
perty distributed,

Adm, Sherman points out readers wihould bear in mind the wife was 77
years old at the time of its makfng and the reference to "so long as she
ahall rermain my widew" had reference to her contimed life rather than
to any prespect of remarriage, The Admiral is descendsd from the author
of the will through his son, Humphrey Allen, his sen, Greer Allen, his

son, lumphrey Allen and his soa, nnhn Allen who was his grandfather.

The will rcads: Item

"I give to my wife, Betty Allen, the cholce of my feather beds, bed-
stead and cord, and furniture sufficient for onme bed, and the choice of
my cowa, and a looking-glass, al:l. the aforesald to her free and clear
to her owvm disposal.

"I aleo give her for her improvement so long as she shall remain uy
widow, the chelce of the rooms in my dwelling house, and 2 privilege
for her own use in the chambor and the cellar, aad to the well za often
ag cecasion may require, a privilege in the orchard for what apples she
shall need for her owvm use, and ho have Winter apples as long as my son,
Weston Allen, shalllhave any, and one mundred pounds of good pork, and
ene hundred pounds of good beef, and Whsw bushels of geed Englaish
grain, and ten pounds of good sheep wool, and ten pounds of goed flax
from the Bwingle, and a suffliciency of both Summer and Winter sauce
for her own use, and cne good fat goode, and one turkey, all the afore-
saild provisions to be provided and delivered to her yearly and every
year, so long as she shall remain my widow, by my said son, Weston Allen:

"I order slso him, my =aid son, to keep the cow which I have given
my wife, to be well kept both Winter end Summer, and if eh any tire she
should not be able to milk her cow, that my som shall bave the cow milied
and the milk brought ia to her, and whenever the said cow shall fail
or meet any misfortune, my said son to take the said ecow, and provide
another as good as the former was when my said wife took her the afore-
eaid for her by my said somn, Veston Allen, so long as she remin
my widow,

" Ialso glve my wife a sufficlency of firewood for one five, drawed
to the @oor, and cut a sultable length for the fire, asd btrought into



the house as she may want it, to be provided and delivered to her year-
ly, and every year so long as she remain my widow, by the three sonsh:
viz, Humphrey Allen, Pardon Allen, and Weston Allen, at equal charges
between them,

"I aleso give my said wife so long as she shall remain my widow, Ghe
use and improvement of a1l my household goods and indoor movables, nob
herein otherwise disposed of, I nlso give her all the eatable provis-
ions that I shall have at my decease, All the aforesaid to my wife in
lieu of her right of dower or my estate, if she see cause Lo acceph
and not otherwise,”

Item

In this Daniel Allen wills to Humphrey Allen "und to his heirs and
assigns forever" nhout 54 acres of land along with "privilege to pasc
and repass on the Cansey fyom the land that I have hereim given him unto
the Drift Way, he being at one-third of the expense of keeping the sald
Causey in repair,”

The next item dividea the remaninder of the homestead farm betwemn
Pardon and Weston Allen "end to their heirs and assigns Corever," with a
following paragraph giving Humphrey, Pardon and Weston "all my salt
meadow or sedge-glat."” Joseph Allen, another son, is willed "three lune
dred dollars to be paeid to him in one year after my death,” by Humph-
rey. Ancther son, Gidefon, is to get 2560 dollars to be paid by Farxdon
Allen within year "of my dedease," while his eon John is to receive $d60
t0 be paid within same period of time by Weston.

Then cemes a paragravh concerning the disposal of his property to his
deughters, "I give to my daughters, viz: Mary Cormell and khoda kizccmber,
sixteen dollars, to be equally divided betwen them and to be paid to Lhem
in one year afier my deceasc by my son Weston Allen, I also give unto
them, my t@¥ said doughters, nll the household goeds and indoor move=
ables which I have given herein the use and improvemest thereof to my
said wife, that is, what remnins after my sald wife ceases to be my wid-
ow, expept one bedstead, bed and cord, and sufficiency of furniture for
the same, I give uate my granddaughter, Sara Wilmox duaghter of my daugh-
er Ruth Shepman, deceased, she to eome into posseséibon of the same when
my wife ceeges te be my widow,"

The next four "itema" dispose of personal possessions, giving unte
Humphrey and Weston "all my carpenterz tools and joiners tools of every
kind to be equally divided;" Pardemn Allen is to recelve "all my wearing
apparel,” and "unto the other children of my saild daughter degeased, ¥iz:
Naney Earle, Barbara Shemrman, Kobert Shearman, Patience Shearman, and
Matilda Shearman, to ench one of them cme dollar to be paid %o them in
one ydear efter my decease, by my son, Weston Allen,

Item

"My mind and will is and I herein order that the place on my land which
has been used for burying ground, be kept for that use, and that all of
my children and connections have liberty to make use of the same at any
time when it is needed,”

He then makes his son Weston Allen execubtor and leaves "all the rest
and residue™ not otherwise disposed of to him,



Willaim Gifford =nd William H, Gifford

From Eli Wordell's genealogical work -- & rare and really in-
genious and labored production -- we glean something of the No, West-
port Giffords, Ananias(?) Gifford had at least five children, --
Benj., Kecompence, Abigail, Mary, Kezin. Benj. was a cooper, died
in West. about 1817. (E.W. says he was son or borthep of Ananiss
Gifford) He has children, Nathamiel, James, Stephen, John, Geprze,
and Futh. ("@eorge Gifford, sond of Benj. and Susan Sherman, dau.
of Sampson Sherman, his second wife, wes married flour times, and
barely escaped two other such calamities, He was to marry Miss And-
rews, who died bride expentant, He married Eliz. Wédell, Susan Sher
man, kuth Cottle, and Merey Bullock, and escaped Miss Andrews and Nis
Randell, to whom at his death he was contracted. He was a good and
sensible man, and had considerzble literary talent." -- Eli Wodell.)
George, born Feb. 17, 1772, in Freetown, was a farmer, well read,
and a worthy and deeply-devoted member of the Baptist Church, He
moved in later life to Grafton N.H. and in that new country was very
useful, and by his aid in forming churches and relizious societies,
made a permanent dmpress on the place. By his first wife he had Elk
married Samiel Thurston; by his second wife, Susan, he had William,
Stephen, and Charles (whol died in 1828, while in the U. S, naval
service and by his third wife he had one dau. Caroline,

William Gifford was born in West., Feb, 12, 1794, He was reared on
the farm and became a farmer. Married Deborah, dau, of Thomas Free-
love of Troy (F.R) She was b orn,Oct. 12, 1791 Their children attain-
ing mature years were Kuth and Welliam 4, Futh married Jacob Hicks,
of F,R. Her only survivign child, Charles “arried Catharine Paine, a
and had one son, Charles A. ndw a practicing physician in F.R.
Mr. /Gifford was an energetic and an industrious man, and possessed
good intellect. He taught school in early life successfully, and wos
a lfarmer the rest of his days, He was one of those earnest and de-
voted yeomen who did good service in the progress of the better elem-
ments of civilization, Guiet and undemonstrative in manner, he read
mich and had clear and original thoughts and ideas, His Judgment was
sound, and weighed impartically all things, and rarely was it at
fault in its conslusions, He was a Christian, a worthy member of
Elder Hicka' {Baptist) Church at No. Darl, where he vretained his mem~
bership during life. H1ls religion was not the pompous religion that
---- gte, Comsequently we find him an nctive member of the first
temperance soeiety (the Washingbonians) organized in this section,
and equally as stronqand pronounced was hisagainst the monster evil
of slavery, died in 1865

William Henry Gifford, son of Wm. and Deborah (Freeldve( Gifford
b, 1827 in W. not mech more than 40 rods from his present residence.
He had common school ed. becams?a farmer; inherited his fathe¥'s
real estate of about 70 a, his thrift expanding it to 700a.

In the old Washingtonien Temperance Soc,

Interested in whaling owning 3/4 of n whaler.

married Ruth L, dew. of “avid and Zilpha (Devoll) Brownell of W.
He is today one of the wealthy and progressive citizens of his town.

i



Isranel HMacomber

The neme Macomber cr Macumber is variously spelled. It is of Gmelie op
Highland Scoteh, and signifies the son of the counselor or wide man, Fyom
records we find that two brothers, Johnm and William, ceme in 1638 from
Inverness, Scotland, to Americe. Jcohn settled in Taunton; wus subject to
militery duty in 1643; was a lpand-owner; and in 1659 was permitted to build
g saw-mill, He wae taxed maven shillings that year on 24 a, and four "heada?
His desscndants still live in that locality. William, the ancestor of ILsrael
Macomber, settled in Duxbury, Mass, in 1638, and afterwards removed to harshi
field, and about 1750 removed to Dart. and pesided vhere, and in Tiverton,
until after 1686, He was an energetic man, of great prudence and force of
character, and ef-gweat wans esteemed for his probity. He was a great Bib-
lical student, and s striet Puriten. His descendant, Timothy Macomber,
(third generation), resided near the Masg. and ReI. line, and was connected
both States, He was & farmer end a useful citizen, We can say but little orl
him furthertshen that he was married, and had children, one of whom was Wi,
(4th gen,) This ¥m. located in Dar]; married Ssrah Brownell; was a faruer
and sheemaker, tanning and currying his own lesather. He was an honeat,
hardsworking man, Both he and his wife lived to be old, she attaining
more than 90 years, He hmd 10 child-- Vim, Gilbert, Hogers, Thurston, John,
Simeon, Margaret(Mrs. Tohn Palmer), Mary (lirs. Nath Potter), Iliz, , and
Serah. Um (5th son) was born in the town of West. Nov,. 28, 1771, and married
Rachel BFightman, who was born Map, 17, 1778, He startid in life poor and
was truly n self-made men, In those early days there wus a herd stiuggle
with the haid climete and sterile soil of New Eng., and well did im, Machm-
ber do a man's work, He was a quiet, reserved, and unassuming person,
never seekingz office, but devoting his energies to the maintenance of his
femily, He wes & Whig in politics, and a worthy member of the Methodist
Cburch. He died April 15, 1839, lirs. Macomber was & more than ordinary
weman, She was remerkable for her active and vigorous constitution and her
tenacicus and nctive membry, She took great interect in matters of history
and genealogicsl details of her own and other families of her scquuintance.
She wes muchk eonsulted as an unerring informant for facts and dates in
these and kindred matters in her later years, She died in 1885 1873, aged
94 yre, and 5 mo. She was one of the 3 constituent members of the Methodist
Epigeopal Church at Westport Point, and #émained a consistent snd earnest
member during her life, and wes reverenced: ss & "mother 4em Israel." She
was_borm in West, Her father, Israel Brightman, was a kev. soldier, and re-
geived o penzion. To him and his wire Bethany were born 6 children, --
Christian, born Aug. 31, 1777; Rachel, Mar, 17, 1778; Israel, Feb, 15, 1780;
Jobn April 29, 1782; Cornellus, Nov, 29, 1733; Lemuel, Feb, 29, 1786; and
Bethany, Jan. 13, 1798, '

Tarael Macomber (6th gen). only son and child of ¥m and Rachel (Bright-
men) Macomber, was born in West. March 24, 1810, He had but limited educa=
tion at Schools, The schools of that period were very poor, and a large part
of his lknowledge from books wes scruired at the heme firside. He made the
most of hie ovpportunities, however, and became quite proficient in several
brances, particularly so in srithmetic, He was reared a farmer, and a farm-
er he has remsined through life. In 1827 his father removed to the place
wvhare Isreel now resides, and ended his days there, Israel succeeding him

5



Iarael Macomber 2,

on the place. Here he done his work well, shrinking not from labor, and fim -
ing his efforts erowned with svhstantisl succesa. He is an unassuming man,
has never sousht or held office, refnsing to leave his own afiairs to be
neglected while he wae attending to the business of others. He has been nom
or less interested in whaling-vessels for the past 45 yrs. He married Mary
E. , dugbter of Hercules und Abby {Tripp) Manchester, May 7, 1834, She was
born Dec, 11, 1814, For n nearly half a cenbury has this 200d couple walked
hand in hanﬂ bringing uo thir children to maturity and an honorable position
in life, and have the satisfaction of knowing that none are recreant to the
prineiples inculeated by their encestors, Their child, age 1, Wm, P, born
Aug, 2%, 1837, (He msrried, first, Abby, duahrhter of Godfrey Cornell,
They had 2 child. Mary D, and Theresa H, After her death he married Hellie,
daughter of Edward Tuecker, of Dsr, Thay hage one child, Edward, 2, Isasc B,
born Nov, 9, 1839, married Sarah, duahter of Godfrey Cornell, They hove 2
chidren, Pertha and Nason. 3. Adin H.N. born Aug. 12, 1845, 4. Flihue G.,
born Dec, 20, 1848, The 2 last reside with their mrénts. Wm, and Isanec
pagsed geveral yeare in Calif, are now locsted in heautifl homes not far from
the paternal mansion, - nd are nore than ordinarily successful men,

In 1368, Mr, Macomber erected the residence he now occunies. It is a ver y
substantial end pleasant home. Situated as it is on the hizghtest point of
o beautiful promontory, suprounded by bays, inlebts, islands, ete., with |
Buzzard's Bay and the broad Atlsntic stretching wmwgy to he south, and on
either side an extended view of s more than usual remantic coast-line, it |
presents 88 fine a view as can be obtained for many a mile of distance,.

Mr. Macomber has been an achive ang leading member of the Meth, Epis.
“hurch for more than half a century,., He hag been class--lecader, atrew ward
or turstee for many years, and has besn o liberal supporter not only of the
chureh but all worbthy objects. Both he and his worthy wife habe been more
than mere spectators in the cesuse of momnljty and religion, and have given 1
largely, both of personal endesvor and their vossessions, to assialt the good
work. lMras. Macomber has been a démmrch menber sicile 1845, In politiecs
Mr, Macomber is a Repuhlican. Among his tonwamen¥ he ig regareded ag 2n hone
est, successful businees men, a good und lawabiding citizen, and a walued
Briend zsnd neighbor.



Nathﬂn Slade ~= Somerset

Son Nathan As a #youth went to West, and learned the trade of bAdcaksmithing
which combined with mschinist ond themaking of edze tools, ames, hoes, etc,

He married 1824, Phebe, daughter of Isaac and Ann(Heeden) Macomber. She

was born in West, 1803, Ur. Slade pirchased a farm near Westpors Point

and resided Hhere, and was a farmer until his death, Nov., 21. 1870..

He had 2 child. Idwin aré-Elkim, 1826, Kliz. 1828 married 1882 John ¢. Taylor,

of Belgrave, he. and resides in West. Friends’ :



Leonayd Macomber

Leonard Macomber, son§ of John snd Mapy (Slade) Macomber, was born in
Vest, Mass. Peb, 8, 1818. ie comes off both sides from early settlers of
this section, who gave given to their descendants not only good estates
but hongorsble records. His grandfather, Neth, Macomber, was a nitive of
Vest, (then Dart.) and was & farmer snd nurseryman, He married Susanna
Macomber, and had a lge famil y of children, and bequeathed his farm and
nurseryg to his son John, who for meny years carrled on the same business
as his fether, John married Mery Slade, of the olld Swansea( Somerset)
family, They hed 8 child. of whom Leonard was the 4th. Leocnard hed common
school education, ond attended the Friends' school at Prov. K.l. He married
Esther 4., daughter of Joshue and Piangda (manchester) Austin, of Little
Comp. ReI. They had 3 children, Eliz, &, John A, and Hannah D. (Married
George B, Tripp, and has 2 child,)

Leonsyd lived on o farm adjoining the homestead of hls father, and never
changed his residence,

Treasuer and tax collector. Birthright member of the Soclety of
Friends snd his life was an exaple of their peaceful creed. He diedJan.3l,
1873.

¥rs. Macomber wes Born Feb, 23, 1819 and is now residing at Ceniral vil-
lage

John £. Macomver(#d) son of Leonard snd Diana Macomber, married fsther
A dBughter of Stephen snd Ann D, Allen, and hes 2 child. lie is at the

present writing town clerk of West. and is an honored and useful eitizen
R of his native town.
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Ezra P. Brownell -- son of Jiveah and Sarah (Kirby) Brownell, was born in
Westport, Mass, Aug, 10, 1819, His paternal grandparénts were Benj. and

Bbrigail (Milk ) Bromwell, His early education was acquired at common schoolls, .

which he supplemented by two terms at Pierce Academy, Mliddleborough, kags, -

This he accomplished by teaching in the winter, and using the funds thms ac-
puired in attending the summer sessions of whe acadeny.

Yir, Brownell served faithfully in eveyy stdion of phblic trust, as school
committee 19 yr. (1846 to 1866), auditing committee, selectman 10 yrs.
Chairmen of the board 7 yrs, member of the Lower Housc of the State Leg-
islature 9 yrs. (1857 to 1869) State senator in 1861. Ie was appointed county
commissioner in 1865, and served 3 yrs,

Fiis love lor his country and #ts free institutions cuommed him to take s
deep interest in aiding the gov. in its efforts to suppress the Rebellion,
and in the eapacity of recruitingz officer he was one of the most active in
the cause of the Union., To this he gave his thought and time night and day He
advocated good pay and large bounties for the enlisting goldiers, suaranteed
thet their families should be taken care of, and the widows and orpahons sup-
pored, and his promise was by him fulfflled down to theday of his death. His
untiring efforts, oartiotie labora, and rare discretion atbracted the notice
and won the hearty commendation of Gov, Andrew. He anved the town T{rom draft
by placing in serviee the full gquota of men. A1l this valuable service was
done without any compensation.

He was reelected to the Legislature by the highest number of votes ever
given 407 votes. IHe died Sept, 6, 1870 from shock arising from amputatlion
of his left leg, by a cancer, which he had suffered for 17 yrs,.

He wns o Universalist -- Fumeral services, which through the kindness of
the Society of Friends, was held in their meeting-house.
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Benjamin Franklin Tripp, son of John and Deersheba (Potter) Tripp, was born
in Yestport, Mass. MQEJ__B@LFJ_.SQ&. Tie 18 of Lnglish ancestry, The name was
early connected with Dartmouth, Joseph and James Tripp being mmong those

who were named as proprietors in the confirmatory deed of Wm. Bradford,

Hov. 13, 1694, The descendents of these pioncer settlers are very number-
ous, and are mostly worthy scilons of the sturdy stock from which they Bpruag,
John Tripp, the grandfather of Benj. F. was born in 1727, in that part of
Datt.now Vest. wae & farfier on a few acres, a diligent, thoughtful, in-
dustrious man, of déep religious principles, which were perhaps Loo emag-
gerated, He was a follower of Anna Wilkinson, and, it is said, so injured
his health by trying to fast 40 days as to fall a victim of measlas, in
consequence therecof, in hsl 64th year, dying in 1791. He married Penelope
Brightnan end had 5 children,-- Phebe, Mary, Thankful, Peace, and John.
Hig Tarm of about 40 a, was located a short distance north of Central village,
near the cemetery where he and his wife lie buried, John, his son, born July
8. 1761, was a farmer, of an exceedingly indenious mechanical turn of mind.
He was a much better sducsted man hhan most of his townsmen, wes a great
reader, varticularly of history, and in connectlon with farning, used to make
the wooden plows then so much in use. He married, in April, 1786, Deersheba,
youngest daughter of Sjokes and Phebe (Spooner) Potter, They had 8 children
attainsing maturity, -- Amy, Ponelope, Cynthia (married Christopher Weston),
Caymi, Marina (married Hilliard Gifford), Wilkeson, Amna (merried V. Potter)
and Benj, ¥. All of these are dead but Msrina and Benj. ¥. ’

Both Mr. snd Mrs. Tripp were independent in religious shought; were membes
of no church organization, although regular attendants at the Friands' meet-
ing house, Mr, Tripo had imperfect vision in one eye, and was slightly lame
from birth. These freed him from military duty. e brought up a large Bamily
well, didnot, slthough s hard-working, industrious msn, accumulate mich pro-
perty. He was a Wig in politics, but avolded office, His oldest son lived
with him in his latter years on his samll farm, where he died June 30, 1851,
very nearly 90 yrs. old, His wife, born #n West. Feb, 5, 1765, was youngest
daughter of a large family. Her father, Stokes Potter, wus a shoemaker, and
died dbout 1809, Iirs. Triop dled in 1854, -

B. F. Tripp had only the very meagre opportunities of book education af-
foreded by a few weeks' attendance each winter, from the time he was nine
until he was 15, at the country schools of that period, Robust in health,
he was fond of work, snd aided his father in his farm-work, the older brothers
being away at work for themselves., He remained st home until he was of age,
when he engaged one seamson during haying to mow for a farmer in Little Compton,
R. I. The next year he worked 8 mo. for John Macomber, ncar Central village,
on the farm and in the empleyed nursery. For 9 consecutive seasons he was
thns employed., He passed the winters at his father's chopping cord-wood.

He married, Deé. 11, 1834, Patience, daughter of Richard and Hebecca (Cook)
Gifford, who was born June 2, 1806, in West. ler line of ancestors on her
father's side is 1, Christopher, 2, VWim, 3 Hichard, 4 Rebececan, 5 Patience., ..
Wim., son of Christopher, was 8 man of eonsideration and inn-keeper at Hicks'

Bridge, which he owned and maintained as a tohk-bridge. His mavried Patience

Russell, and lived to be old, Of his children, Riehard lived just south of
\/é8bport Centre, married Rebecea, deughter of Pardon Cook, of TivertonR.I.
He had 5 children, of whom Mrs. Tripp was youngest.



Benj. Tripp P. 2

18.Eba children of B, ¥, und Patience Teipp are Kebecca Cook, born Dec. 9,
5 snehe Dwelly, Sept. 19, 1857; Bdwin Irving, Nov, 26, 1838; Mary Almy,

June 16, 1840; Cook Gifford, Feb. 16, 1844; and John Richard, May 24, 1850,
Rebecea married Berney Gifford, liwes in Adamsville, R.I. and has four child-

ven, Blla V, Emna G, Fred. B. and Lena G. Hary marrisd Charles H, Drownell
1ives in Hew Bed., and has 2 child, BElma, W, and Ulysses G, Cook G, mariiezd
Ellen M, Snpell, ond hae 2 child. Anna K, and Benj. F, Bwdwin L, “arried Mary
%, Brownell, ne child. John K, married Mary ¥. lcsher, lives on his father's
vlace, and has 4 child, Florence D, Chara P, Rddie I, and Lottie K.

Mr. Tripp began housekeeninz the summer afte: marriage, moving to the
house he now occupies, which he has changed sndrepnired and completely
altered, From adate found onthe plaking hhe house was evidentbly bullt in
17%3, and it wes coupied, if not erected, by Cnpt. Philip Tabee, an officer
of ‘the Rev, Mrs. Tripp died Jan, 23, 1878, aged 71, She was an estimable
woman, ruled well her household, and is honored by her descendants, MNr. Irip

has been highuay Surveyor many years, and was one of the ~ommittee of public
1qnding Tor 26 yrs. He has nver dough , but rather avoided office of import
ance, but nas merited and enjoyed the confidence of both phlicinel parbiss,
go 83 to receive the full suffrages of the town whon he was a sandidate. He
hosbeen a great reader and thinker, and an iafl xibly honest man, le has
o very accurate an! stronicemoxy, 2ad a wonderful fund of knowledge, which
he takes pleasure in giving to others. He is an aminble, pleasant, Wirm-
hearted geatleman, with very many friends. He ie independent in politics,
and thoroughtly indcpendent also in religious thought, with strong tendency
to Universalism. He has been a hard-working man all his lire, tut has hus-
banded his sbrength and health, and nver had to eall a physicain but twice.
in his 1ife. He has built a zreat deal of sdtne wall, snd has stoned uboub
100 ecellars. He has been properous financially, owns 75 a, of good land, am
and has & competeney to supply all wants of his declining years. Blest with
' a cheerful disposition, surrounded by affectinate descendants, and the re-
gards of all who know him, Mr, Tripp is passing with honor to thes clese of
an active and useful life,



Ghristoher Borden.

gorn of Abraham and Phebe (Barker) Borden, wus horn Oct, 20, 1815, on Lhe
lands possessed by 4 or B generations of his ancestors in Tiverton, H.Il.
now HNestport, Mass (

Thomas-Horden (4th Gen.) pave the Cranberry Neck property with other
woodlands to hie Christopher, who bedame a forrer there, and probably buillt
the Pirst saw-mill on the site vhere stands the mill of hai)descendant
Ghpistopher. He was s man of respechabllity andsubstance, owning much land
end wmany sloves, married Hgnnah, dsughter of Stephen and Penelope Bordesn
Dece 94, 1748fand died suddenly, an old man.

His son Jonathan, born May 5, 1761, marvied £liz. Bowen, and had Hannah,
Abrahem, Phebe, Thomas, Rhoda, Isaze, and Elzi. He was a larmer and mill=
owner. le died May 19, 1848.

Abroham was born near the pressnt residence of Christopher, July 20, 1792
By purchase and logacy he yeceived from his father 270 a. le was enzaged in
the lambering in sddition to farming. He married Phebe, deughter of Lemuel
and Marie (Tripp) Barker, of Dar, ond had tyee chidlren, Onristopher, KXhoda
(tips. Abtel Davis,) and Maria X, who died one year after Ber marri.ge to Capt.
Weston Jenney., lirs., Borden was o friend, and Kr, Berden attended thedr meel-
ings raguelarly, although nowt & member of the society, He dled Oct. £8, lg64

Christepher Dorden (8th gen,) was educanbed a t codmon schools and the
Frienda' school at Prov. R.I. Wibth hsi father ac fermer and Jumbering. Cedar
ned shingles. He meirvéed Lucy H, daughter of Peter snd Sareh s, (iowland)
Davie, Feb, 11, 1839, >She wus s-nikwenctive of Westport, kass, and Born Fets
11, 1818, Threy hove hed 6 chiddr en Jomethan, married Mary M. (5mell) ustes,
has 7 ehildren, snd loves on the old homestead; Alice A, merried Georde H,
hicks, and has 5 childr, end loves in ¥, #, Mory B, married Isanc i. Howland
of Little “omp, R.I. 1 ehild, Uthnisl T. aecidently shot,. 1866, Ldwin mar-
ried viapy ¥, Yound, hus 5 child. lives neur nis vartnte; Phebe i3, married AT -
thur D. Cornsll, has 2 lives in 7. R.

The home of Mr. Horden Las always been on the homestead of his forelathers
Ty the fluctuation boundary 1in%es it hss beom in 2 states, and 4 towns,
Tiverton, H.L. Fo Rs H.I., and Westpors, liags.

He was o member of bthe Town Council of Tiverton, selectman of lest. yest
after year., has been on auditing com. for sav. years, and has alee held
minor offices, stockholder in 6 companies listed, P. 701



Capt, Benj. Gifford

Capt., Benj. Gifford, son of Humphrey and Fhebe (Davis) Fifford, was born
in Westvort, Mass, July 11, 1874. He commenced coasting voyages wiltl his
father when but sevedl years old, 80 had but listle advantages for education
except that given by pérsomal application op board of shilp, where i€ vas
a diligent swudent, e sailed oa his first vhaling voyage on hie F5th birth
day in bark "Hope" his uncle, Captd Gideon Davis, belng master. XHe re-
surned in Nov., 1840, He then made 3 yoyagzes in Brig "Hexico",and 2 in "Lz,
Frenklin," The last one he commanded the vesuel, rising to his position
of Wrnater Yy stesdy promotion, The wayes of his first 4 voyages were Laken
by his father, for he was uader age, He next commanded the burkhilarion,’
of New Dud., 00 8 §3 4 yre cmise. ¥is nexy vessel was tho bark "Mathapois-
sett,” of lest,., andthe next, io cnich he made 3 voyages, was the bark "Pres
jdénL" of dew Ped., He sferwards went I voynges as cant, in the vescels L
rgiacier”, "Spertan” aad "Sunbeam,” of Now Bed. He returned from bis last

voyage Dace 2, 1879, having accumulated quite a property Ly his services., Ib:

wae very conscieatious io all things, so much 8o that an acgualntance re-
marked oncs, when the capb. was talking of leavisg the sea znd cngsgsing in
merch. "He never would make » living, for hs was too honaest.,” He merried,
Aug. 14, 1853, Mannah R. daughter of Syephen and Hannah (Baker) Allen, an
estimable aud generous lady who survives him,

Capt, Sifford was 4 hap. in politics, and &+ such represnted West. 5 tern 8

in the State Leglolature. ie died April 18, 1281, Te vas o deyout Christian,
Belonging to the Friends' Soclety.

e

I addn't write up the srticle about Um, Gifford =ad LA
william H. Gipford

Benj. was 8 cooper, died in Wesh. about 1817. (E,%. eays he was son

e

or brother of Ananias Gifford) Le had children, Neth. James, Stephen, Jobn, |

George end Rith. {George Gifford, son of Benj. anl Susan Sherwan, daughber
of Semason Shermen, his second wite, was murried 4 times, and barely cs-
caped 2 other such celamitios. Be was o marry liss Andrews, who (icd bridge

expectant. He married BEli-, Wedell, Susan Sherman, kuth Cottle, ana kercy
Bullock, snd cgeapsd liiss sndrews ond Mrs, tandall, to whom ab his death he
wae contracted. He was a good and eensibel nen, and had considerable lit-
erary talent." == ili Wodell.)

| R
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The Gifford Family

From the Fng. book of heraldry,otherwise culled "The Doomsday Book", we

gitggct the ¥en1 QB the Gifford family down to emigration Bd the first An-
e name In 1630, wppe family of Gifford is a hight anticquity, and was

seathd at Honfleur, in Normendy, 8B0 rs. before the conguest of L. by Wm.
the Norman. At the battle of Hastings (1066), ~——-= P 697

Ceorge He Glfford

Georre “cwland Gifford, sond of Elilm and Barbars (Holland) Gifford,
was born in llestoort, Mass,, Feb. 8, 1806, iiis grandfather, Stephen Gifford
married Rhoda Anthony. He lived on the lene of Dar, was & faimer, and died
advanced in years, leaving © songs and two daughters.
©1im, one of his sons, wos born Yan, 9, 1783, married Barpare, daughter of
John end Bliz, Howland, about 1804, She wne born in Westp. Noy, 12, 1782
They had 5 children. T
fgorge H,
Yewinh H, bapried Henry ©, Gifford, lives in Pov., R. I and has 9 child,
E1i7., Mra, Isaac Howland of Vesport
John H, of Springfield,
Gaorge L, of Westport.

B)ilug was a blacksmith of that early day, ren a forge,made hoes, axes,
and othetcutbing instruments, in connectionwith his brothers Job and John,
and wored at his trade until his early death, Dec. 26, 1809, He was o mer -
vous, immdlsive, and impebuous man, hard-worklng, social, fond of his family
and a member of the Friend's Soclety., His widow married John W, Giffoxd,
and died Oct. 6, 1867, in her 85th yr.She was a woman of great strength of
character, Very thoughful of others, she wus universally loved, and was cal-
1ed by every one in her old age "Grandmother Barbara". She learned hhe
trade of tallovess at the apce of 15, and wos very ingenlcus, moking dresses
conts, vests, bonnet:, etc. She was ersct and quiek in her monvements, re-
tained her schtivity until her death, and was noted for her superd horsemens-

ship., She was an elder of the Friends' Soclety and held in high esteemn,

George H, Gifford was educated at comuon school, and attended the select
school, which enjoyed high reputation, under the teaching of Geo, W. Baker,
Phttdbg him for an instmctor, He besan to tesch in 1827, and devoted him-
self to vhis for geveral ye'rs, part of the time belng in charge of a high
school., De married, Dec, B, 1886, Hebeckah, daunghter of Joseph and Judith
(Brightnan) Devis. She was born at Jest, Sept. 18, 1826, #aboewsng and died

. q ,

Dec. 21, 1879. oBilApen =

Fenry T. ifarried “ery B, Hamsdell 1 child George H.
Julis S. " m, Davenport 2 child. George i, and James H.
WaneyH. ¢ Edwin K, Pool, who dled in Sslisbury prisonwhile serving as
s soldier in the Union army during the late civik war,
They had 2 c¢hild, Augusta D, Mer. C. W. Trivp (1 child
Eswin P.)
Carrie May
Goorge D. died in infancy
Algo veared Frank Seymour Davis son of kirs, G, brother

|
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After the death of her lmsbhand Elilu, the mother of My, Gifford returned
with her children to her father's home, and for 70 yrs. thereafter, and
until his death, this was Hir. Gifford's home. le becume & farmer, and pmr=
chased the place after his craffather's death, varying thia avocation by
aniling Aug._ggl?;§524_onwprjg_“E}iz.", from Yiestport, on a whaling voy-
age which lasted nime months, yith this exdeption, this farm was hr, Gif-
fordts vesidence for 70 yre. and until his death, On his return from this
voyage he engefed in mfz, shingles in connection with farmiag, and also be-
came a carriege-meker. e bought the Moose MMill, in Westport, and made

eapriage woodwork, and cvmed the mill at his death.

But it wes his longz and active cereer in publie affairs and his promin-
ence in temperance work that most deserves perpetuation. He was much in
mblic 1ife. He was commissioned justice of the pesce about 1845, and con-
tinned in that office until his death, He held every town office, ond ve-
presented his town in the Legislature. He settled many estates, and ajeo
was chief surveyor of this visinity for many years., He was often called upam
to mive advice, and vas & wise and sagacious conunselor. He was a popular
anetioneer, and confinued to gmasact soem kinds of business till within a
“rgw days of his death, May 19, 1882. He acted at various perlods of nis life

with the Democratic, Republican , and Prohibitory political parkles. His teu-

serance history was a marked onc. Ab the formation of the Washingtonian
Temperance Society, in 1842, he was somewhat dissipated, but such was the
interest in him and desire to secure his ald that when organizing the Weslt-
port Society the office of vice-president was left wacant to Dbe given him
1f he would take the pledge and join them, ie did sog,became ita first
vice-pres., and held that office, or that of preaident, 80 long as the soc-
gety existed. He took hold of emperance with all the axdor of hie positive
nature, and fought the rum-demon everywhere and at all times, He wus o for-
¢ible soeaker, and soon received the sobricuet of the "0ld Temperance War-
horse". He had the satisfaction of lmowing ghat tangible and permanent re-
sults come from d4s efforts, He was chief officer of Sons of Tem. and Good
Templars for a number of terms. In religion he waa leberal and independent,
¢melédmine inclining, however, to the Friends® belief, He was accurate,
methodical, and systematic in all things, and correct in all budinessimat=-
ters, and successful in the acouisition of property. He was a kind and
loving husband and fathewr, covering a warm heart by an appearance £d aus-
terity and gruffness. Ile was an agreeable social companion, full of humor
and leughable stories, Honored by the commnity, hia death wes deeply re-
gratted,



Andrew Hicks

"“-prax:b Hicks came from Eng. in ship "Fortuen" in 1621, His wife, Marzored
Hicks;/wo sons San, cod Evhralm, and two dsughters mare in ship "Ann", Aug.
1685, He wes in 1618 = leather-dresser in London, FHe died bay, 24, 1647,
Sam, Hicks, eldest sone of Robert, Plymouth, 1643, removed to baatham;
thers married Lydia, dauihter of JTohn Doane, Esq.; was a reprss. in 1649;
removed later to Parnstable, whare he was éngaged in promoting the settle-
ment of Dar., He was among the 36 orlgimal ourchasers of that town, who met
at Ply. Mar. 7, 16562, to divide their mrchose, He owned 1/34th of the
town, where he removed before 1670, as on May 20th of that year we find him
recorded as one of the seven fresmen of Dart.

His descendant, Jecob Hicks, who married Mary Darle, was a farmer in
that part of Dart, now Westport. IHe had three children -- k

Gabbiel ~- was a famuer and tanner, and owned about 100 a. ¢ He married
Mayy Manchestér, and had 8 children,

Tim, who marriad Susannah viesah; Thomas, mrrried Hamnah Sowle
* Joseph,-wke Gomfort, " John Potter

Benj. married Mary Gibson Bliz, " Constant Sigson- —-

Tohn, married Mary Congdon Susan " Ym. Macomber

*Joseoh Hicks, born Feb, 22, 1722, was a farmer and tanner, and like his

father, wae a valued citizen and of sound judgmmnt, He married Eliz. walte,
and reaved a family of 12 children, '

Benj. married Hunice Briggs fary, married Stephen Earle

Oliver, " Pblly iarle Luey " Philip Taber

*Bayrney, ' Sarah Cook Priscilla, " Stephen Earle (second i)
Durfes " Susannsh Potter Deborah, " John Pearce

Thomas, " Eliz, Davis Prudence ¥ Anthony Almy

Comffort " Philip Corey Hapoah Y Paul Iarle

*Barney Hicks, was born in 1754, Before he was of age he became a sold-
jer in the lev, war, enlisting ns a private soldier under la§, Manchesier,
in a R. I. regiment of the colonial army, and wos for some months iln ser-
vice. He then fitted cut a sloop at Westport for the West India trade,
and started on o voyege. Lis sloop was captured by a Bridtish cruiser,
however, before night of the first dey out., The weather bed@oming rough,
the sloop eovld not be carried in to Newport, as the captors desired, and
they bore sway for M,Y, The storm conbimied, and they were cast away near
Little Eggz Harbor, and all were lost except lir, Iicks, one other man, and
a dogs who reached o small desert island, The cold was intense. lr. Hicks?
companion and the dog were frozen to death. Mr. Hicks was so badly frozen
a8 to lose both feet from this cause after the lapse of 20 yrs. At last he
atbracted the attention of the residents of the Jersey shore, and they
aueeseded in rescuing him irom his perilous condition. He remained at the
hense he firet vemched 2& mo. before he recovered his health so far as to
do any husiness. Then going to Phil, he enzapged, with some New Bed. Driends
in fitting out a privateer, In 3 weeks after salling he returned to Phil,
in eharge of & caphtired vessel, and after receiving his share ol the prize-
money he paid for his year's board in New Jersey. He soon saifed as captain

L
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of another privateer. On the Tirst voyape the vessel wos captured and talen

to Blymouth, fng. , and after a short eapbivity in a prison-shlp, Capt,
Meks was snet to Am, During a fog he incited = mutiny and captured the vessel
The @og lifting, the atiempt at escape w:s discovered, and the vesselre-
taken by the Brivish, Osapt. Hicks again succeeded in capturing esd-be- the
vessel, and thias time cut her cut from the fleeh and brought her safely as
his prize into Boston. He made other privateering cruises, was again cup=-
tured, and held for nearly 2 yrs. a prisoner on a prisonship at N.Y, lhen
the war closed he entered the merchant service, which he followed until he
wa8 about 40, when he rebturned to his farm in Vestport, where he spent the
rest of his life. He made 45 voyages to San Domingo, and on hie last
woyoge salled ¢ fr,ica and the Bagt Indiles.

He married, Ty 1798, Sarah Cook, Torn in 1776, and had 22 children,
Betapy, married Nathaniel Tomplins:
Andyew *
Lydia married Nathanile Church, and now lives in Falrhaven
Isasc, " Huldah Tompkins Alex,, Married Eliz. Howland
John " Caroling Almy S
Hammah, " Edward G, Sowle (Children --Sophia, Francis, Andrew Julia, lira.

C. B, Trip, and Josevh)
Parney, " Catharine Sealmry ‘
Wm. " Tliza Seabury Sarah, “arried Ephraim Brownell
feuben " Sarah Kirby Josaeph "Betsey Briguse
3 of these children, Andrew, Isaac, and Lydia are now living (1883)
asch over 80 yrs, ir. Hlcks died at 78, His wife at 50 -- 1826.

* Andrew was born in Viestport, Jume 17, 1799, Iiis boyhood until his 13th

wes passed on the Tarm, He engaged as clerk in a store in Adams. H. I.
were after 8 yrs, service he opened a stare of his own, After trading 3 yrs,
he returned to the farm of his ancestors, In 1836 he fitted out s vessel snd
begen an extmnded whaling tusiness, contioning from that tiem down %o the
cresent. Le has owned interests in 11 vessels at one time., KHe has seen the
various stages of this gzreat enterprise of other days, from its palmy and
nyrosverous days to iks decoy and subsidence, He has tuilt 8 vessels for
wlmling, and his venbtures have met with very satlsfactory results,

Mr. Hicks was in former dsys a lhlg. Since the Tormetion of the Renublican
party he has been active in support of its principles. fHe has been justice
of the peace Tor 28 yrs, and preprsented Westport in the Leg. of 1866,

Hie is a director of the Merchants' Bank of New Bed., and is universally
coneidered a sound fineneier, careful, prudent, snd fortunate. ‘e now owns
60 a, of the hemestesd farm, dating back over £00 yrs. in its possession
if his fanily. He has neeer nmerried, and at the advanced sge of 84 yrs,
has o rerarkable memory of events and dates and unusual clearness of in-
tellect.



Leorpe Lawton

George Lawton, son of JoL and Hannah (Kirby) Lawton, was

born in Westport, Mass. Feb., 8, 1804. He is of good English
stock, and his Awm. ancestors were among the first seitlers of
Portsmouth, R.I1. and George smmms to have been a favogite name
with them; as far back as 1650 there were twe or three of them

in the town. In 1701, George Dawton, of Porst. (we cannont as-
certain of which particular family) purchaedd 100 acres of laund

in Dart. now Westport, in the north part of the town, for 30
pounds, and settled upon it, This land is now occupied and owned
by one of his descendants, Robert Lawton, and has never been

out of the ownership of the family, 4his George married a dau-
ghtet ol Gideon PFreelorn, who, for his second wife, married the
widown of veorge Lawton, “he received from her father as her
marriage portion } of one share of land in Westerly R,I, deeded

in 1697. dhey ha one son, John, who married a Dennis, MHe built
the first grist-mill at the "'‘ead of westport,” a short dis-

tance above the present village, about 1750, on the site of a
mill now owned by “lden “isson. Ule had one son, George, born

Mov, 8, 1739, and several daughters. it is said he also owned a
small coasting-vessel plying to Newport, He was a man of some
consequence, a hardworking, honest man of good reputation, but
not very successful financially, as the building of the mill in=-
volved him much, and after his death his children redeemed it

from his obligations, 'e died ™ay 2, 1753, ilis son Yeorge was
brought up as a farmer, and succeeded his father in the possess-
ion of his homestead, He married Patience, daughter of Obadiah
Mosher, and had John, Pavid, Job, Adam, Richard, George, Patience,
and Hannah, Lesides three others, e was propperous, and brought
vp a large family in good circumstances, He was a man of intelli-
gence, industrious and prudent, palin? and direct in speech, and
was a very useful citizen, popular with all classes, and generally
known as "Uncle VYeorge Lawton" His wife was a member of the Society
066 Friends, and he was a regular attendant of their meetings. lle

died Sept, 20, 1820, nearly 81 yrs old, surviving his wife a very

few vears.

Job Lawton, his son, was born Nov, 12, 1764, He married Han-

Hmah , daughter of Weston and Hannah (White) Kirby. She was born
in Westpert about 1769, They had 2 children. Silas, Obadiah, and
George. He had the educationmal advantages generally given their
child by the New Bngland farmers of that day, and combined the avo-
cations ot farming and shoemaking. He settled about a mile above
the "lead of Westport,” buying a farm of about 80 acres. He resid-
ed there for several years, then selling this he purchased another
of 100 a, farther toward “entral village, whither he moved in 1815
or 1816, l!le was always a great sufferer from asthma., He was a



guiet person, not giving to notoriety or office-seeking. He died,
of cancer, March 5, 1843, ihe George Lawton whose portrait ace
companies this &k?uﬁh ldved with his father, having bl1ght school
privileges. After he was 12 he attended the school at Central
Village a few weeks wach winter for a limited period, 'le married,
Nov. 26, 1826, Kuth, daughter of Joshua and Elizabeth (Wood) Potter.
She was boru within a mile of the R.I, line, in Westport, Her fami-
1y was an old one in the town, Her father was a farmer, who lived
to be very olld, He hdd 14 children, of whom 11 attained mature years.
She was youngest girl, and was born Aprii 25, 1809, Her grandfather
was Abner Potter, whose wife, ‘atience, was a most splanded specimen
of ture womanhood, brincing cheer and happiness to all within her
sphere of action, #r, and drs, Lawton had 9 children, Bli Potter,
born Sept, 20, 1527, married hary B, daughter of Jeremiah and “ar-
bara Devol, has two childrem, and lives in westport Uriah W, born
April 27, 1831, wmarried Augusta King, of Taunton, has three children,
He :raﬂnated 4% Brown Un,, and is now superintendent of schools in
Jackson, Mich, vary E., born July2, 1834, She married George J. Alleen
nad 2 children, Jacob and Ella, both of whom are married, Jacob
lives in Prov. R,I, has four ch:ldren Ella, married Thomas Nye, has
one child, and lives in West Somerville, “ass; Hannah A. born Sept.
30, 1837, married wm. J. “hadwick, of Mew Bed., has 4 children. Ann
George F. born Nov, 11, 1844, lives with his parents; Ruth A, born
July 3, 1846, wmarried Wm, P, Kirby, lives in Jersey City, N.,Y. has
one som; #m,0. borm March 16, 1850, Married Rachel Wing, lives in
New Bedford] and has one ch:ld- Amanda i, born Jume 21, 1854, married
1,A, Iripp, of New Haven, and has ome child,

tr., Lawton lived with his father for several years after mar-
piage, then purchased 2 small farm near Hicks' Bridge, for which he
agreed to pay 1400 dollars, His capital at this time was osjy 300,
After 2 stay of 2 years he sold out, removed to Westport Yoint, pur-
chased a farm of 60 a. and resided there from 1839 to 1881, “he 4
youngestts est children were born here, Mr. *awton and his wife
practiced the cardinal virtues of dilligence and industry, and by
long years of toil, in which there was perfect harmony between them=,
they built up a Handsome competency, Although economical and ppn-
dent, they were not niggardly. All daudable chardehies met 2 hearty
response from them, and all along life's pathway has the same gener=-
ous feeling been exhibited. In 1847, 4r, Lawton erected a grisi-
mill on his farm, and attended to that personally for the many years
he resided on the farm, ile sold it, however, in March, 1881, and removed
to the Head of liest., where he now resides, His has been a life of honest
labor. BEve'y dollar he posesses has been paid [for by its full equavlent
in hard work., He has beenwhig and Republican in plitics, and, as such
has been overseer of the poor 3 yrs,, and selectman during 3 yr.s of the
civil war. He aad his wife belong to the Society of Friends. “r, Lawe=
ton has the honorof being the second resident of West, to graduate a
child at colle.e, After 57 yrs, of conubial felicity, Mr. and Mrs.
Lawton are passing down the declivity of life with the esteem of a
large circle of friends, and enjoy in their latter years the results
of theri industry, and leave lives that their nmmerous descendants
may worthily emulate.



Samuel ¥, Sanford

Samuel Tripp Sanford, son of Capt, Thomas San@6od and Charity D,
Capron, his wife, Was born in Troy, now Fall River, Mass, May 2, 1825,
His Fahter was born in Westport, Yan, 15, 1772, and from a common
sailor rose to be master before he was ?1. He commanded vessels many
years, mostly on trading voyages to Oo.Anz At one time he invested all
his property in a large brig and cargo, which was almost entirely owned
by himself, She was lost, and Capt, Sanford lost everyfwnp, not even
saving a suit of clothes, There was no insurance on either vessel or
cargo, and the ors of years were swept away. O/ strong mind and
physique, he went to work with a will, and soon more than made good
his loss., He married Charity Davis “apron, 0O€t, 2, 1797. She was born
in Preetown, Aug, 18, 1780. lhey had 19 children, 17 of whom lived to
maturity. They were Hannah W. married John Bowcock; Ruth Gifford, ("
married John Lindsay; John “., Thomas, Erwin, Rhoda, Samuel X, , David,
Hope, Almanze, Brunette, married George W. Chase; Emmeline, married
Lloyd N, Pierce; Carline, married David A.Mason; Hope Ann, Amanda b,
Melvina F,, married John H, Wady; Newton F., adopted, and Samuel lr:pp.
Capt. Sanford built, in 1798, the largest house in lroy, now Fall River,
and he shrewdly predicted that the water-power here would build up a
large city, being one of the very few who were clear-sighted enough to
see this, He was a positive man, of much originallty of thought, He
was skeptical in religion, and his opposition to the creeds of the
churches tended to injure him financially, He was a good logician and
well read in the Bible. He condensed his religion into this nutshell;
"Give 16 ounces to the pound, keep your pigs and chitkens out of your
neighbors' yards, help your neighbors when in need wathout telling
everybody you meet about it." died jan, 2, 1847, aged 74, His wife
died Oct. 24, 1871, aged 81, Whjb in So, Am, he purchased a very val-
uable rec;pe for preparing a blood-purifier, and, under the name of
"Sanford's Geat Spanish Remedy," it won success 1n this country, and
caused him and (after his death) his son Samuel to devote much time to
its manufacture,

Samuel T, Sanford, from early boyhood, manifested a great inven-
tive genius, He was always suggesting an easier way of performing work
or of lightening household labor, He had a very active brain, which,
joined to a not very vigorous body, made his health always delicate,

He invented several valuable machines and improvements, among which was
a machine for punching copper (for which he received 5000 dollars),

a self-opening and closing gate, a shingle-cutting machine, as applﬂ
parer, a shoe-fastener, and an oscillating water-meter, Wthh he pat-
ented in April, 1879, only about a mohth before his death. He married,
Sept., 10, 1858, Susan, daughter of Rescom and Henrietta (Sanford)
borden. She was born at Westport, Mass., Sept. 19, 1837, and dudied
medicine 2 yrs. at the Women's Medical “ollege of Phil, Her family



(the Bordens) can trace its ancestry for about 1000 yrs. back through
England and the Norman conguest to the village of Bourdonnay, France,
where for centuréés they were landed proprietors, She is descended
from Richard Borden, who came to Am, in 1635, This union was blessed
with 4 children. -- Bordena; Charitta L., born April 16, 1863; Thre-
lia D,, Mar, 13, 1871; and Samuel N, B,, Aug. 2, 1872. Mr. Sanford
began house-keeping in the same house where his mother resided in Fall
River immediately upon his marriage. The house is still standing,
yellow in color, on the cormer of Bedford and Quarry Streets, on the
same lot as the Stafford Mills. Here their oldest child, Bordena, was
born Oct, 28, 1859.

Mrs., Sanford haxing inherited a large lande: property of about
1000 acres from her father ' a portion of the purchase made by her an-
cestors over 200 years ago), they removed to West. both to look after
her property and for "r, Sanford's heddth, which became very ppor.,
Here they lbved about 10 yrs. Mrg.Sanford following agriculture in con-
nection with his inventive endavors, Here also wre born the other
children, Peeming their children worthy of better education than West-
port could give them in the fall of 1873 they removed to Norton, and
for 5 yrs. gave thexir children the advantages of the celebrated Wheat~
on Seminary. They then removed to the present residence of Mrs. San-
ford in Pall River, which has since been the family home, and where
he died May 8, 1879, Mrg. Sanford was a hearty supporter of everything
tending to advance, educated, or elevate humanity. He took an active
part in agricultural matters, and was a close investigator into the
origin and philosophy of the operations of nature, and wanted to de-
monstrate the truth of every theory, not by the word of some individual
but by logic, reason, and science. lle was of a warm and affectionate
nalite, fond of Bociety, and with a large dund of vicacity, was the gay-
est of the gay. He was a devoted husband, and apm indulgent and affect-
ionate father., “eyal in his friendships, the closer ties of the family
relation were the most firmly attached to his nature, which, sympathe-
tic and loving, drew the inspiration for his studies (which were large-
ly at night after his family had retired) from the happy countenances
of his wife and children, He was a law-abiding and useful citizen,
one who never sought office, but who preferred to look into the myster-
ées of nature as a pleasureable employment, He studied geology and
chemistry at the univergity at Phil, in 1857858 and collected guite a
geological cabinet, He was a good chemist, and possessed a rare fund
of general information, which he delighted to impart, and was a great
reader of solid and scientific works, In his latter days he was an
earnest investigator of the spiritual philosophy.

From "Histbry of Bristol County, Mass,"
Published in 1883,
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From the New Bedfoxd Standard limes Dec. 19. i?lb

In the original aliotment‘uf 1nnd at théofime WHénMWeatpdrbawasl
first aetiled the &Eftlﬁﬂ where rh;a house stands was alloted to
James “isson and later to ertku Brownall to whose descendents the
house belonged until a few yezrs ago (William Smith now owns it, it
ig on the Old Caunty foad west of the Head).

“ianie one warm Saturday Btternaon in mid-summer during the trying
ﬂayu of the Revolution, Just as the good lady of the hnuse had taken
the last of her Saturday's baking from the oven and put it on the
kitehen table with the food she hac cooked earlier in the day, the
clatter of horses' hoofs and the steady tramp of macching feet could
he heard in the distance coming nearer and NEALEr === ihe women and
children who were busily engaged with the household tagks in the
kitchen rushed to the hillitop to see if the approaching soldiers
were the hated red-coats, Insiead ~—===-- there came marching dowmw
the dusty, winding voad a small company of men clad in the homespun.
With relief, the small party of excited womenf and childrén returned
Yo the house,

Soon the 1little band of soldiers reached the gate at the driveway,
=== Here the commanding officer gave the command tohalt, e ---
asked for food for himgelf and his men, --- the housewife bade him and
his comrades VWelcome, From her bownteous supply of freshly cooked
food she gave the soldiers refreshment to which they did ample justice,
leavingz not even a scant supply for the family's use.

-~~~ It was learned that they had been sent out on a reconnoitering
expedition by the command of Lafayeite.

Offered pay for the food his hostess replied that the service

slie had just rendered had been for her country and not for moneye

(Rumsaanﬁhwunﬁth& table)



'rom "The Owl"  Kewaunee, Wis. March 1911
N loaned to me by Mary Sowle

Luther Wing pictured with 3rd Great Grandfather writen on it. L

Fdward Wing of Westport

Edward Wing (Ben}§, Benj, Matthew, Stephen, kev. John, Matthew) born

in 1754, lived in Westpor, Bristol County, liass His father, Benj., and =
also his mother, Bethsheba, appear upon the land records of Smtihfiéld, R.I.
and must have lived 1n\§mithfiald at some period during Ldward's minority.
Howéver that may be, Edard's marriage to Hannah Tallman appears upon the
redords of 0Old Dart, of which Westport was a part, as having taken place
there Feb., 25, 1775, the year of the outbreak of the Am. Rev. After the
death of his first wife, he marricé Phebe Akin.

The U, 5. Census of 1790, report his residence in Weatport, at which time
hig family consisted of 1 white male over 16 years of age, 5 white males under
16 and 2 white females. In this report, Edward is classed as Ldward, Jr.,
there being another Bdward Wing living in Westport at the same tiem. The
Children of Hdwars were:

1, Luthan, born Nov.ll, 1783
2. William

3, Widson

4, Rebecca, Born 4th mo. 1787.

Luthan Wing, song of Edward, msrried, Setp, 5, 1808, Hannah Chase, dau- L_‘;;:;/
gheré of Peleg. He was a hatter by trade, and lived about + mi. morth of ,/”CT{F
the Matthew Wing place in Westport. He was rather short, thick-set man, of
quiet habits and highly respected in his neighborhood, His wife, Hynneh, was
a capable woman, known for her helpfulness in case of sickness among the
neibhobors, Luthan died at Westport, July 13, 1877 His wife died at West,
April 11, 1849, Their children were:

1, Angeline, born Feb, 8, 1809

2. Geo ge Wash, , born Jan, 26, 1811

3. Peleg.

4, Deborsh, born May, 1816

5, Leander, born Jan. 23, 1829

Wm, Wing, son of Ldward, appears to have merried a wife nemed Theresa,

He had & son named Ldward, whose widow is now living in New Bed. at the age
of 91. A late interview with Mrs,., Wing, whose mind appecars still active
and brighk, discloses the fact that her husbpnd had two brothers named charles
and Gideon, who léwved in Ohio Dr, Wing states in his genealogy of the family
that Wm, removed to the West. We also believe from the study of the records,
that Wm, and Theresa had a daughter, Theresa A,, who was born in 1815, and
who gfirst married Edwdn Tabor at New Bed., Oct. 23, 1837 and had a son
Augustus H, Her husband was lost at sea in 1853 and she is said to have
died in 1900, There was dso a Theresa A, Wing, daug. of Wm. and Theresa,
who matried Jos, H, Tripp at New Bed., Jan 22, 1864.

Wilson Wing, son of Ldward, married Keziah TiblLets and died in 1846.
Their children were:, 1, Hannah, Ann, 1804-1885 John rhebe, Alex,

ebecca Wing, Daug of Edward, married Stdﬁhen Giffoyd, of West. They
lived at West and had:. 1 Elihu, Edward, Stephen

Angeline Wing, dau, of Luthan and Hamnah, ri¥ried Ebenezer Blake and léved
in New Bed, where she died Feb, 5, 1894, ler children were:

1. Peleg Wi, Born liay 8, 1835 who married first, Mary Gammons, dau. of V2
Curtis and Rabheel; and second, Ethel Davis of Falmouth, He was first lieu.
of the 5th lMass, Battery, and was killed vhile in command of the battery at
Federicksburg, Va. June 18, 1864, liis body was sent home to New Bed. for burial o]

2. Luthan, born Oct. 3, 1857, not married; died in rebel prison during the
Civil War, Dec, 13, 1862,




Wing Page 2

Deborah Wing, dau. of Luthan and Hennah, never married. She kept house for
her father after the death of her mother, and lived to be 62 dying at Wesb., 1873 -

Geo. Wagh, Wing, son of Luthan and Hannah, married Lydia Peckham White, ..o ° .-
dau, of Ge. White who lived on the Handy Road in West,. and lived with his 1 HJ“""'#t
father-in-law. le died at West. Feb, 28(7) 1879. His wife died at Vest.

Beb, 3, 1849, They had:.
1. Gideon H, born Jan 30, 1835 died Wec. 27, 1858
2, Obed W, born Setp. 1 1835 da, liar, 1836
3. NMary A. b. Feb, 13, 1837 d. lay 8, 1898
4, Hannah C, b, Feb, 18k 1839
5. Rhoda Ann, Born Nov. 11, 1843
6, Lydia , B, Aro., 4, 1845

Peleg Wing, son of Luthan and Hannah, married rhebe Ann Wilkie, dau. @f
David. They had no children, He was reported lost at sea.

Leander Wing, Son of Luthan and Hauneh, married, first, Melinda Ashley
Manchester, dau, of Isaacdind Hannah, by whom his 3 elduﬂﬁfchild were born.
Melinda died at New Bed. Nov. 11, 1861, aged 27 Leender then married, Jan,

12, 1865, Betsey Hervey, dau. of James and Betsey M. Hervey of Taunton,
by whom he had 2 child. He was by occupation @ carpenter, and live and died
in Ne® Bed., where his death occured, July 1, 1891, His chidren, all born in
New Bed. were. 1. Hannah, b, Oct. 18. 1852 2. kliz. Howard, b. Nov. 16,
18541 4 Sapb. 3, 1860 3 Cha rles Henry, b. April 30, 1857. 4 Bdward Leander,
b. dec. 1. 1865 5. Amanda Maria, b. Oct. 15, 1867.

Hannah Wing, dau. of Leander and Melinda, mar. Albert R. Wilbur, son of
Wm. Hedof New Bed. April 28, 1876 and now lives at Nor. Dar, Her hyspind
died April 1, 1901 Her only daughter was Melinde Wing Gifford, born Aug. 12,
1884 married Herbert A, Lawson and now lives in No. Dart.

Charles lenry Ving, son of Leander and Melinda, married at New Bed. Sept

29, 1879 Ida M, Murray, Deau of larned, lr Wing is a commereial traveler
and resides at 37 Morgan st. New Bed. Their only child is Avis Ashley, born
at New Bed, Moy 25, 1881, now living with her parehﬁ%,.Mr. Wingand his family
were active reunionists 1ast summer and will be most pleasantly remembered,
Much of the date cofftined in this article wes collected by Miss Avig.

Raward Tesnder Wine, son of Leander and Betsey, never married and died at
New Bed. Sept. 17,1390 in his 25th year.

Amanda Wing, dau, of Leander and Betsy, Iir. Lincoln Chase, son of Eliga
and Sarha of E. Freetowm, at New Be. Mar. 15, 1895, They reside at L. Free-

town and theri children are. 1 Gladys, b. April 23, 1896. 2 huthiEdna, B.
June 18, 1897.

Rhoda Ann Wing, dau. of Ge. Wash. and Lydia P, Married, June 8, 1863
Tillinshast A, Sowle, son of Abel and Polly., They now live in Wes. and their
children are: 1. Pardon T. b. llar. 9, 1863; married Helen a, Davis in 1897.

and they have Mary &, W, and Florence B. 2, Harry G, b, Wov.30, 1866
%, Lydia WhitR; b. June 30, 1874

Hannsh C. Wing, dau, of Ge. Wash. and Lydia P. married, Dec. 29, 1864
Pardon A. Tripp, son of Allen and Mary Tripp. They have no childrén and
Hannah C, now lives in West.

Lydia Wing, dau., of Ge. Wash. and Lydia P. Mar, Jan, 31, 1864, Oliver H.
Mayhew, son of Edwin L, and Nancy. They had Tdwin L. born in July 1863, who

married Isabel B, Simonds. They reside in Providence, Rels
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Mary Soles
Mary Sowlea book on the Wing Tamily contained this handwriten paper

Stephen Peckham, was Born Sept. the 14th Day 1719
Sarah Peckham was born July the 5th Day 1724

Elizebeth Peckham was born Dec, 22 1740

Peleg Peckham was born Setp, 17th 1744

liary Peckham was born Febuxpy the 23 day 1745

Stephen Peckham April 6 day 1748

Seth Peckham was boon Oct. the 31 day 1750

Jonathan Peckham was born I'eb, 8th day 1753

James Peckham was born May the 1lth 1756

Sarah Peckham was born June the 9th day 1758

Lydia Peckham was born Jan, 9th day 1761

Amy Peckham was born BeB, 19th day 1763

Jos, Peckham was born Jan 27th day 1766

Sarhah Peckham Deceased and in the 44 th year of her age Dec. the 12 day 1768
Elizebeth Peckham April the 12th in the 51 year of her age 1791

Peleg Pedkham Deceased august 12th day 1771 inthe 27th vear of his age

Stephen Peckham Desceased March the 18th day 1797 and in the 78th year of
his age,

Uncle Willima Hammond and his brother had been up the river for a load of
wood and were capsized at the turn of the chanmel —-

Huriphrey Hammond married Bydin Robinson her brother Eligah iobinson live
down the lane in the Christina Allen house,
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MEMORIES OF HARRY L, HOWLAND

flarry L. Howland who died 3 ycars ago at the are of 90 was the last
of the family of William P. Howland who lived to be 93, lle lived ally
his tharried life in the house now owned Ly the Lynn Carters, There
were 8 children, 7 living to a good are,

7oeth Howland, half brother to William, Luilt the house next to the
church with meney he earned from Whaiing and lived tﬁere until his death,
being 98 years old, (Lurrell lives there now)

The Alexan’er Cogys lived in the next house north of the Howland ilouse
and had 2 large family,

Whaling was a big business in the early days; at least 16 whaling
vessels went out of Westport; 3 were built here, vix: George and dMary,
Andrew ilicks and Kate Cory, Llhe dMatiapoisette was the last one to come
in full of oil, fDme, the itho, Chase, left here but was never reported,
William and Zoeth Howland had a cooper shop, "down the lane" across the
street From the Cory house:; there they made the casks for the oil, Le-
ander Hrightmar made bungs for the casks, using power from a wind-mill
on top of a building then owned by Perry & feander Brightman, brothers,
who ran a lumber yard now where Leach is. Urandmother boarded the whalers,

william P. Howland owned the store and wharf where Blbert Lees is now,
and kept a small fishing boat on the east side of it, When the bridge was
built so near, it was difficult for him to keep his boat there, but he
was glad to have the bridge as he enjoyed going to the horseneck for beg-
ries, huckle berries, blueberries, beach-plums and cranberries were

salways plentiful,

sefore the bridge was built in 1890's small boats were used to row

across the river,



The Hotel, at the head of New Road MNill, now faton's house, flour=
ished in the summer with out-of=-iown guests, livery day a horse drawn
vehicle with seats running along the sides was filled to go fo the
heach, or wharf rather, visitors were then rowed across the river to a
built out pier, this side of the Yacht Club, and all walked % mile up
2 cleated walk over a sand dune to the beach, Those who owned Jand
there built bakh-houses to accommodatz the bathers, The 3 Waring sisters
from New Jersey were regular visitors to the Hotel; tihe one remainihg,
Mrs, Mary waring Fitch now lives on Cape Bial Lane.

Alexander Cory ownad the general store (now Peckachuck Inn) which
kent abbut everythinge A bLlackswmith shop was in back of the store which
had a brick wall to ppotect it from the heat,s All hinges, nails and
door handles in the Howland house were ﬁade there, Sails for the ships
were made in the third story of 1he store,

There were wmany large families from & to 12 children and many social
affairs including plum=-porridge partiss, hﬁsking bees etc, There were
3 separace schools, Primary, grammar, and High school a1l well filled;
over 60 in the high school,

2 or 3 houses were originally on the horseneck and moved over here,

fighing and hunting were not only for sport but for supplying the din-
ner table, Turkey shoots o~k place thanksgiving and Christmas, price per
shot was price per pound, usually 25¢,

Cranberries were a big business about 1880, Jehiel Balker ownerd il
largest bogs on the horseneck and one year yielded 600 barrels, 3Schools
closed 2 weeks to let pupils pick berries in Sept,

figas sold for 12¢ a dozen and salt port - 3 pounds for 25¢,
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A stape coach with two horses raun from here o New Bedford every
week day., If one wanted to go to PFall River, he changed at Lincoln
park for another vehicle, The stage driver was always accommodating,
doing all kinds of errands in the city for the people along the way,

Stage also carvied the mail and had to wait at 2 post offices to sort

it

February 10, 1959 - “lorence A, Packard (Mrs, !larlon W, Packard)

sranddaughter of william P, Howland



THE OLD DARTMOUTI HISTORICAL SOCIRTY
Compiled by = William H, Sparrow
Prom Ships Registry 1790-1900 Mew Ledford and other ports:

VESSILE BUILT IN WESTPORT, MASS,

The ships and dates were cblained From our volumes of ships registeries
from ports of New Beford, Boston and Charlestown 178995, Nighton =
Fall River 1789.193&, Larnstable 1814-1913 and Plymouth 178921908,

ihe reasen for the tonnage being given in fractions of 1/95 was because
of the formuls for figuring tonnage, 1.8,

Langth - 3/5 breadth x () breadth) x breadth
% 95

Where the name "Starbuck"™ appears-in those cases daia was taken from
Starbuck's "History of American Whale Fishery,”

Ihe"Andrew Hicks", while hailing from Westvort and later from New Bedford
was actually built in faichaven in 1867,

late Name Type Tons Miscellaneous
1790 Polly brig 100,1 wrecked off Gooseberry
_ 247 55/95  MNeck, Dartamouth 11/27/1200
1794 Plato Ship =
sRanger Schooner 69 33/93
1795 THope " 49 32/95
1706 Iwo Brothers Sloop 35 41/95
Two PFriends  Sloop 59 3X495
1800  Susan Ship 243 85/95
Nancy Schooner BE §7/95
1801 RBagle Brig 176 33/95
franklin " 100 63/65
George " 172 40/95
Hero " )40 H8—-63795
friendshi P " 162 s au - Gy .
1201 Roda Schooner 88/ 4/95
1803 Aurora Sloop 38 18/95
Westport v 45 17/95
1804  jmary “ane o 38 75/95
Columbia Schooner 46 79/95
Ontario Brig 169 39/95
1805 Exper iment Schoouner 51 84/95
Mercator Ship 246 6/95
Phebe Brig 208 28/95
Lark Sloop 29 20/95
Averick Ship 322 44/95 = lost in 1812, Nore Sands,
Eng land
#

fFor a 100 foot vessel 25 feet wide this would prove outs

35 x 125 x 25 = 279 57/95 tons
g e



sloop
Schooner
Sloop
Brig
Brig
Sloop
Schooner
Ship
brig
bark
Bark
Schooener

Date Fane
Rose
1806 William & Henry
Lydia
Alpha
Pacific
1807 Traveller
francis & Mary
180& Averick
1810 Phenix
Fffame
1814 Hornet
1815 Wilmington &
Liverpoul Packet
Aurilla
Indnstry
Miagara
Uspray AW
181F  Trident el
Amy & Polly
Northern Liberty :
18138 Iris
Catherine
1819 Albert
1821 Bmily
1822 Columbus
1823 Sarah
Westport
1825 Maria
1827 Nye
1828 Thomas Winslow
1832 Cornelia
13855 Mermaid
1856 Kate Cory
Etarbuck

‘Tons
g
300
40
268
254
100
354
402
423
54
21
3584

110

Misgellaneous

49/95
8/95
76/95

70/95

87/95~captured by British in 1812
45/05

16/95=largest vessel recorded as
76/05 being built at Westport
10/95

12/95

51/95

94 26/95

253
169
114
48
46
311
55
96
87
152
134
54
LiPL]
211
135
215
3z6

8/95
39/905
61/95
79/95
36/95
14/95
31/95
35/05 ;
45/95
22/95
30/95
9/95
63795
10/95
34/95

.93/95

35/95

132/695 =captured and burned
by Confederate raider "Alabama" 1863 =length 754 feet breadth
22 feet 1 inch, depth 9 feet l% inch = Master, Geo, L. Manchester

fleregistered May 12, 1857 - Master Yestpn 5, Tripp as Brig, December T
1858 - Master Weston S, Tripp August 21, 1560

Reregistered April 16, 1861 - Master, Stephen Flanders

June 26, 1862, Master, Steohen Flanders, captured and
burned by the "Alabama" 1863,



"Mermaid" -~ Bark of Westport, Registered August 4, 1855 - built at
destport 1855 - 326 35/95 tons = length 113 feet, breacdth 25 feet
2 inches, depth 15 feet 5 inches - Master Gorham B, Howes

Reregistered Uctober 3, 1860 - daster, George W, Jenks

L August 25, 1865 - Master, Jjohn Horan
(2nd Mate, Mr, Perry, drowned while fast to a whale Nov, 1866)
Starbuck Jime 3, 1869 Master, John loran
T August 28, 1873 Master, Rdward £. Hicks
" June 20, 1876 Master, Ceorge B, Allen
2 rerepistered july 19, 1876

Andrew Hicks, bark 303,12 tons, built - Bairhaven, 18567
REregistered as of Westport 1867-1876
" as of Yew Ledford 1831-1911

ﬂeﬂégistered May 31, 1880 out of “ew Bedford
September 3, 1283 New bedford, “aster Jas, I, Bherman
June 15, 1891 New bedford, Master, Theo, A, Lake

;
\’\6



BEACH FIUM TIME IN NEW ENGLAND

"The beach plume are ripe today®" It was a beautiful day in
early September with just a ting of fromt in the air. "The Point"
was all agog. ZILveryone large enough to carry a basket or young
enough to seramble over the dunes was on his way,

A well-groomed white horse with head held high and a brand new
buggy drew smartly up before the door of the Howland house just north
of the village church, Fred White, the young farmer from Adamsville,
four miles away, was calling for pretty Hannah Howlend.

The shutters scross the street trembled a bit., 01d Pardon Trip p
picked up his cane and hobbled out, muttering, "Young Fred has a fine
new hoss there”,

Four curious pairs of eyes looked out from as many windows next
door, The Brightman girls, Nan, Lindy, Laura, and Julie suddenly
ducked when lMother Fhebe, peering from behind the curtain, sharply
whispered, "Taint polite to watech your neighbors so,"

Mrs. Tillinghast Sowle making biscutt at her side window sadden-
1y dropped her dough declaring, "I must go domm to Phebe's to borrow
gome cream o'tartar.,"

Hannah, just twenty that day, in daintily flowered dimity under
broad flowpping sun hat tripped down the path and jumped lightly into
the uggy. VWilh & wave of her hand to her father they were off. Up
the beautiful Drift Road, over Hix Bridge, down the river road and
along the shore to the dunes they drove, Fred tied their horse to a
tree in the woods near-by and with baske t between them they were
goon lost in the dunes,

Way dowvm in the hollow the happy pair laughingly tried to pick
the same plums. Hand in hand like éhildren they strove to run to the
top of the highest dune, Pausing a moment to cateh their breath,
they gazed out over the broad ocean, sparkiling in the sunlight, Then
with a merry call they slid to the bottom again,

"Small heed had they for the fleet, sweet hours." Smmll heed
had they for the horse tied to the tree, He, poor beast, tired of
moaouitoes and horseflied had impatiently pawed the ground., Shaking
his knowing head, he finally worked the knot loose and calmly trotted
home through the village strect. The village wondered, smiled know-
ingly, and impatiently waited.

Three hours later a somewhat bedraggled pair with a full basked®
between them trudged up the street, Tired? Perhaps! Happy? De-
cidedly! Life and love were young and true that day,.

Fred came to tea the next Sunday, and the next, and the next,
The village gossiped and wondered, "Will Hannah leave her #father?"
"Do you suppose Zoeth Howland would ever go live at the farm@" Per-
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BEACH FPLUM TIME IN NEW ENGLAND ==-2
haps she will wailt,

Hannah waited and Fred came on, 014 Zoeth tolled the village
church bell year in, year out. Father Time was good to him and allow-
ed him ninely-seven years bf life, Then, well, Hannah could not
leave the little white house just north of the village church., So
Fred came on to Sunday tea,

"The beach plums are ripe todayl" It was a beautiful day in
early September with just a tdn)of frost in the air, A\vell-groomed
white horse with head held high trotted down the street, 0ld Phebe
with head against the windows péna peered out, The fowr Brightman
girls, Nan, Lindy, Laura, and Julie drew her back, whispering sharp-
ly, "Mother, it isn't polite to watch your neighors so." She shook
her old white head and counted., "So that's ¥red's new hoss, That
must be the eighteenth one to trot down to see Hannah,"

¢

Under the old church she disappeared the rig, Fred quickly
appeared, vaulted the old stone wall and entered the little white
house,

"Hello, Hannahi"
"Hello, Fredi"

"I brought you some corn fresh from my garden and here are some
beach plums., I bought a basket from the Portuzuese children as I
came along, It does beat all how the people are flocking over tb the
dunes, I reckon there is a picker for each plum this year,"

The old clock ticked and the old rockers creaked. The old tea
kettle sand cheerily on the hearth and odor of steaming corn fill-
ed the air, 01d Fred and 6ld Hannah, just seventy, sat down 4o tea,
Life and love were old but true that day,

Ldna Ruth Kennedy

Article loaned to Miss Ellis who let me copy it before retwrning
it to Miss Flizabeth Tripp




flotel Westport

Jestoort Point, Hristol County, lasscchusetts

1894 - Fifch Se sof ww—w-- mm——— ] 804
Cpens June l4th

lotel Yestvort, at \lestport Point, is easily reached
from oll pointa north nnd cust, via Boston and New Bedford,
liags., and fram all points west and south, via Hew York
City and the Fall River Lime to Fall River, or New Bedford,
thence to Jesbport Foint, linss, by corrisge, or by mblic
atane,

Hotel Westport is a cozy, first-class seaside hotel,
situated on high land, commending ocean views from Block
Islapd to Martha's Vineyard, including views of Seconnet
Point, Cuttylnlk, Cay Head, nnd Buzzerd's Day,

The Hotel faces the Atlantic Ocean end Horseneclk Beach
Cresdent, which extends from the enst side of Westport Hore
bor to Gooseberry Neck, three and a half mides,

The Ilotel is flanked by the east and west branches of
Jestport River, which is studded with lovely islands, and
ig navignble for vessels drewing ten fect of water fronm
the ocean to the wharves at V'estvort Point, one mile frum
the harbor entrance,

Jestport Point is vpheasantly situnted on the seaconst,
ecuil-~distant from New Bedford and Fall Rivew, Mass,, and
Newport, R.I,

The town of lieatport consists of .estport Point, the
sea-port, Central Villace, Head of Wiestport, Westport Har-
bor, and South Wastport; it adjoine Dartmouth on the cu:t,
¥nll Hiver on the north, and Tiverton, R,I, on the weat,

Horseneek Bench Crescent lies in the beautiful ocesn
curve between Seconnet Polnbt and Duzzard's Bay., It is
directly opposite Vestport Point,

The surf bathing is varmer than at any other of the

beaches north, owing to the deep course of the beach inland, -

and the remegkably level, hard sands that form the besch
orevent andertow and render it perfectly safe for bathing,
and provides a solid surface for driving and wallding,

The river and ocean fishing at Westport Point 1s sup-
erb; seabuss, tautog, perch, seup, macherel, bluefish and
striped bass abound., DBass véghhing from ten to fifty pounds
each are caught in Vestport River above the Point wharves,
which is called the best locality for striped bass gishing
on the coast, Doats Tor fishing aml sailing con be had ot
moderate prices,



Arranzements for bathing houses, carriages, laundry
work, excursions, etc,, can be made nt the office of the
liotel, with the certainky of getting the best service at
the lowest vprice, Being witlin easy resch of New Bedford
#all River, and Stone Bridge, Seconnet, Adamsville, lest-
port Harbor, Russells }ills, Nonquit, Hix's Bridge and
other nointe of interest, guests ecan have delightful
drives al moderate cost., DBerry pastures and groves near
the hotel afford Civersion for rambles,

Hetel Weatport is protected from sun and storus by
outeide blinds, furnished with eleetPic bells, modern
toilete with mnniug wateyr, excellent spring beds, and
good abtendance, Lvery room in the Hotel is light, alry,
comfortable, and hes a charming outleouk on river, bay or
ocean, Thers are broad easy stairs, wide halls, and ample
fire eveapes; bthe sanitary arranzement and drainage is per-
tect; the lotel is supplied with vure water from munning
springs, There iy an oxcellent stable coansoted with the
Hotel,

The Hotel euiséne will be in charpge of an experienced
chef, snd the serviee Lo ennzl to the bost in the country.
Fresh fuddfboand vegotables in sessen, and pure country
milk only used, Misn and lobsters nre aserved fresh from
the ocenan,

The orieces of rooms and bourd et lcbel Westoort are
fixed ot the lowest rates consistent with flrsl=cless
service, ae follows:

Less thap one wesl, 2,50 to 3150 per day.
By the week, one guest, ylS.50 to 18400,
By the week, two in room (each), ¥11l.00 to $14,00,

There is no reduction to servants, special rates for
one mouth or the sesson,

Cots, extra meals and Daths charged vxira,

(uests should send notice of their coming, at least
two days before they start, or wire the day beiore they
start, stating the time they w1ll readh New Beford or
Fall River, and the mumber of perscns and trunks, if they
desire Hotel carrisges, where they will be met accordingly
and cunveyed to the Hetel al moderate cost,

A mblic stoge lesves 104 North Second street, New
Bedford, for Yestpurt Point, daily, except Sundays, at
3 P,l; also from Wilbur's Hotel, Fall River, at 2:30 P.l.
daily, ercept Sundays, the fare by elther stage bLelng
$1,00, each person, The drive by carriage from Fald River
or New Bedford is picturesque and veautiful,



Westport Point 1s well pomlated, with pleasant sur-
roundinga backed by high lands, and is vnrivealed for
sunmer residence. The beauties of ocsan, bay, river and
inland secnery, combine with freésh, pure breezes and every
requisite for comfort, heslth, mental and physical rocrea-
tion, rest aund enjoyment.

Lldridge Heights -- the headlands of Jestport -- con-
mand nagnificent views 1ln every directlion, Riverside
Avemie has been graded asnd ovened for public travel across
the Heights by Jir, Henry A. Brown, who hus accomplished many
improverente ot Vestport Point in redent years. Lldridge
Heights 1o the property of lMr. Henry A, Brown and his asso-
ciates, It ic¢ in full view from vhe Hotel,

Many vrominent persons from Washingtom, New York, Phil-
ndelphia, Brooklyn, Bostom, New Bedford and nearly every
Htote 1n the Union nre recular visitors at Hetel Usstport
and Westvort “oint during the summer monbhs,

Hotel Weskport --- says State Inspector Dexter, “Ior
substantial build, fineness of finish end convenience, fotel
westport will compare fauvorably with any summer hotel in
this part of the Stute, and is uhead of most of them," It
wes desizned by, built aund equipped vnder the personal dir-
ection of lir, Hei, Brown, Lie well lnown sugar teriff expert,
40 supply a long felt publie want, and {or the develepuent
of the most beawtiful swumer resort on bhe Atlantic Coast.

f'ram the verandas of Iotel Wesbport a most glorious
view is had, One will never tire of watching the stately
shivs and steamers, the swift-zldding pilot-boats and small-
er seiling eraft pessing before the vision in an almost end-
lese panaorama; as many =8 four hundred and twenty saill have '
been counted at once from the Hotel veranda, lothing in
natural scenery can exceed the beauty of the views from IHotel
lestport, 'fhe healthfulnesa of Vestpobt Point is remarksble.
The ecol, sweet recrontive nir of ihis ehewidmss charming
spob ennnot, indeed, restore to prolonged life persons al=
ready smitten by revival of the derressed, the weary and the lu
hordworn. There are healing virtues,in the winds, the per-
fumes, and the impalable mists that float about.

The surroundings fo Westport Point are of the mot Yas-
einating of lew Lnglend landscepes,

Boating, bathing, fishing, wood rembling, and all the
enjoyments offered at the sesside aure to be found herc,



Here the eye wunders over an unu?mting panorams of
sea end shore, distant hills, and scross the blue waters
to where Bloek Island lays low down in the besom of the
Sound, The prevailins breeze is from the southwest, from
off the Sound, and the harshness of east winds are seldam
felt, The water, too, is warmer than at more northern
resorts in the State, and the sea<bathing on that account
attracts a grest many people.

Choice locations for summer residences ean be pur-
chesed on Ildridge Helghts, and inflormation in regerd to
lands and cottages ean had by addressing iir. Henry A,
Browa, Sexonville, o until June £0th, after which,

“atmﬁ B M Ml. . th. Banson,
Tor Hotel Vestport 3 or c¢ircular, address Wm. B,
Southworth, "Hotel Jeffersoh”, 15th street, H,Y, City

until June Ast, cfter which, Westport Point, linss,

The favorite route to/take fram N.7.C, is the Fall
River Line, \The service of this line is on a large scale,
a8 befitting an interprise that has, in a sense, the whole
civilized world as a constjbuencey, and which mmbers in
its lists of pitrons, representetives from every part of the

glﬁh. \ v

Thie fleet of steamers are unrivalled, and are regudisr
floating palaces traverging Long Islamd Sound, A band of
imsie on each r gives two concerts every evening, and

is a tmt/‘m b’ all,

From Ji,7/, the steamer lesves Pier 28 North River,
foot of Mu: reet, every afternoon, Sundays included,
for Newpert and Fall River,

Cucots foy Hotel Westport take stage frem Fall River,
Trom Poston, the royte is by the favorite "0ld Colony Line,”

- %o lew Bedford, thenee by staze ro carriage to Hotel,

he cuty in this booklet are from "In Brightest Sum~
mer Land," piblished by the Fall River Line,
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Apbointment of Surveyor of the Port ond Leceiver of Customs at Vestport
Polint

Th4yaar3 after the wharf wes built at Vestoort Point, 1807, we find
that Isase Cory, Jr. was given his commission as "Surveyor Sfr the port
of liestport and likewise Inspector of said Port,"” In 1830 the yeor '
the town granted to the owvmners of the whaPf the privilege to exbend
the same, we find the commlssion for Collector of Customs then issued
reads thus, "Inow ye that revnosing special trust and confidence in
the integrity, deligence, and discretion of Isanc Cory, Jr. of lestport
in the statoe of limssachusetts, I have appointed and by and with the
approbation of the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, do
appoint him Inspector of the Customs for the Port of Westoort,”

e are told b{ nenbers of the Cory family that Isace Gorf Jre, held
this office untili 1855 and later his srondson Isaac Cory held the same
office Trom 18681870 or the:reabouts, The buildings which werc used as
a custom houses were the Coyy stores. The first Cory store stbod on tio
site of the »resent structure knowm as Cowy's store, This first builde
ing was torn dovm in 1841 to make room for the more moderm and lorger
shore,




Liniken Island

Thic island lies west of the sand duncs at Westport Point in the
west bronch of the river, Today this rivey is somebimes spoken of as
the Vest River ond spaln ns the Adamsville Hiver but In hhe old days
it wag called the Acoaxet Hiver, Here tradifidon tells us Capb. widd
buried his treasure ond the youth of Westport Point used to come hither
to dip for it. Thie interésting island comprises bwelve acres, six of
upland and six of marsh, The following vecoxd of its chanre of ovner-
Bhip has been found,”On Dec, 31, 1712 in the eleventh year of Her Maj-
esties? Nolgn, Anne, vueen of Great Brifain etc. ete., for the sum of
L 21 Thilp Taber sold to George Brownell", "On larch 8th, 1752 in the
twerty-seventh year of is liajesties' Reign, John Shrefe sodd the island
40 Jonathan Drownell for & 70," "On June, 1884, the island was divided
betwden Paul Brownell and llary Taber, also the snid llary Tober is to
have one-half pert of the salt maedow or Sedge Flat, Down in the Liver
and also the one-half of that part of the island is called lam Iglond”
on Dec, 21, 1793 for & 96 Willlam facomber, Joiner sold to Capt., Isaac
Cory =1l of Liken Island excepting o plece of marsh of Sedge Ilat that
Thorits Brightnon bought of Pardon Srownell and hag had his nossessgion
the year past.” . -

The upland portion of the island has fertlls soil ond for many years
crpps wore raised theveon and bthe accounts of some of the mem who have
earried on Tarming there are still to be seen in the town.
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It is safe to say that seldom was a house created, christ=
ened and put to use with greater anffection than one that rose from an
open pasture at the highest point of HEldrédge Heights in the summer of
1889, Unscreened by ivrees, its growth could be watched from points on
land and sea as distant as the earth’'s curvature allowed, “he village
of Westpori Point, Massachusetis, to which rightfully Bldridge Heights
can be said to belong, had been" discovered" by my Father and Mother in
1888 through friendship with the Lucius Sheldons, parishioners in the
church in which Fabher then served, the First Presbyterian “hurch of Brook-
lyn, New York, lhey in turn had just "discovered"™ it in an unusual way,
Having developed consumption, one of their sons had been sent on a long
voyage aboard a schooner, in accord with the medical opinion of the time
which recommended such sea travel as remedial therapy for that disease,
& hits retyrh, unfortunately not much helped by the trip, when his par=-
ents asked him if there were any harbor which had especially appealed to
him, he promptly mamed Westport Point. They forthwith came to New Eng-
land, explored the Point by “four-in-hand” (at least that was the legend
1 learned as a boy), were as much captivated by the place as had been
their boy, bought considerable land and built a suomer home. 1t was only
natural that their enthusiasm aroumed my parents® curiosity one evening
when they were dinner guests of the Sheldons on Brookly Heights, Present=-
ly they al;o mnade a trip of exploration, fell in live with the vidlage and
arranged lodgings for that very summer (1888) at the home of Mrs, Hannah
Bifford, a trim and comfortable house near the North end of the Point's

only atreet,



After summering each year at a different place - on Long Island
or abroad - they felt the time had come for a growing family to take
root, Their little daughter, Katharine Stanley, was two years old, iy
own appearance on January ¥ of that year had added urgency to the sit-
uation, A manse, no matter how attractive, was of necéssity only a tran-
sient abode, Both of them were home-lovers and thrilled to the thought of
possessing a home of their very own, Suddenly Westport Point seened to
meet all their requirements; here at last they had found the spot for which
they had been searching, 1 feel sure that whwn they rented rooms at Mrs,
Gifford's they saw this as a first step towards making their larger dream
come trué,

So it was that in midsummer the trek was made from Brooklyn fleights -
complete with Lizzie, Margaret and Rachel, their three faithful maids; huge
trunks, hold-alls and bags galore, and the English perambulator for me, 1t
was a complicated journey, invelving two hacks and an express wagon from
128 llenry Street to the pier on the lewer West side of “anhattan; an over-
night vcyage on the Fall River Boat - around the Battery at abo@it 5:15 P, M,
under the Brooklyn Bridge (which always seemed too low for the masts and
funnels), up the Past River, through Hell Gate, at sunset fime along the
Sound, an exciting bit in rounding Point Judith in the wee hours (it might
be really rough ! ), an early mourning stop at Newport with the bumping and
rumbling of handetruncks laden with freight along the gnngplaﬁkn, and tﬁég_
Fall River, where Tripp's carriages and another express wagon were waiting
to carry us sixteen miles South along sandy roads, Not that we children

grasped all of this in °*88, but at least it was then that our conditioning
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was started in a process which was destined each year to gain more and
more magic hold on our imaginations, until the name "Pall River Boat" was
enthroned in our subconscious with a rapture which all the time between
has never been able to dull,

The rented house at the Point and the garden with its picket fences
oroved all that had been expected, An errand-boy, "Charlie" was added to
the menage and a “splendid” hopse was secured for the season, For Father
and Mother driving seems to have been their favorite recreation = on the
Drift Road, up "the steep hill" and back by the “d#n Road; West to Little
Compton or Seakonnet, Rast to Nonquit, North-east to New Bedford, The roade
sides were in those days gay with wildflowers, which so intrigued my Mother
that she took up Botany as an avocation which she pursued joyfully all the
rest of her life, Armed with Asa Gray's “anual, she gathered and analysed
and pressecd specimens from the countryside for many miles around, compiling
as she did so what was to become probably the most comprehensive list of
the Flora of this area,

1t was a friendly summer, 7The family came to know and like many of
the villagers, and neighbored with them up and down the street, Fablier let
himself be used repeatedly in preaching for the local Methodist minister;
reference is made to some services when the church was so crowded that chairs
had to be placed in the aisles, 1In spite of this welcome to a-visiting clerge
yman, however, they also detected a certain "religious coldness" which seemed
to mark the community, different from the greater arbor with which they had
become familiar in Brooklyn, '
At some time prior to 1888 two newcomers at the Point, Mr, Charles A,

Brown, who had Leen engaged in the sugar business, and Mr, Rufus Baker, who
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was related distantly to Mary baker G. Bggdy, and a few others, had stari-
a lang-development scheme just Northswest of the village, and also erected
a summer hotel on the village sireet, Their real estate holdings included
part of what had been known as Eldridge's 'lill - a long glacial ridge run-
ning North and South, parallel to and somewhat to the West of the village
street, 'This they had laid out in a rigid checkerboard of avenues and streets,
each block being divided inte small building lots, Although the project had
been advertised, the syndicate had as yet made no sales, With his love for
Schbeh moors Father was at once atiracted to this high, clean hill-top with
its unobstructed views in every direction., All the highest land had last
been used as a tornip field, but it had grassed over and become a grazing
ground for cattle, From it one could see open ocean all the way from Sea-
konnet Point to the tip of Cuttyhunk, much of “azzards Bay and the Elizabeth
islands, with the West River as a foreground to the South and atretching up
four miles on the West to Adamsville, Rhode Island, VUn clear nights it was
eagy to identify the Hen and Chickens and the Sow and Yigs Lightships, light=
housesg at Seakonnet and Cuttyhunk, and.sometimes (probably by mirage) the
more powerful flashing light on Gay llead, Marbha's Vineyard, <~ome even
maintained that on certain nights they could see the light om Block island,
but this was never well ppoven, When fog clesed in, the "hooter" tuned up
of f towards Vineyard Sound, and when the wind was right we could hear the
music of the bell buoys, Wwhenever the sky was overcast the city lights of
Newport, PFall River and New Bedford made three glowing patches on the clouds,
and on rare occasions the Aurora Borealis played along the northern horizon,
Granted the phenomenal growth of tlrees since those days it is hard to imagine

the spectacular prospect from Eldridge Heights in the late 1580°'s,
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On Augusi 14 Mother wrote: "We have decided to build a summer home,
commanding the most brilliant view of its kind ! ever saw ... We have
wanted a home somewhere in this wide world which is really ours, and we
do not know of a better place,” The difficult negotiations for purchase
began; Fahker himself drew the plans, “The ground”, Mother peported, "is
to be ploughed up this fall, the foundation laid and trees planted ,., It
is not to be a shell of & summer ﬁouae, but substantial and suitable for
living in at any time," So matters stood when vacation days ended, and Mrs,
Uifford had agreed to rent her home to them again in 1889,

I have carefully read more than 150 letters writtem by my Mother to
her mother and sisters during the next seventeen summers, and various let-
ters which she received from my Pather when he made brief off-season visits
at Westport Point, “*n order that some annals of that happy era may be hand=
ed on to my children and grandchildren, nieces and nephews. 1 want now to
give a short summary of parts of that correspondence, illustrated with many
direct quatatidos, ¢ 1 ¢an in this way transmit any impression of the spirit
of those years * shall feel the effort well justified., 4t was Mother's pecule

iar genius to select in her letters all that was happiedt and best, Con=-

sistently she minimized or did not refer to cares and worriei that might be
troubling her, sharing instead everything of beauty and good cheer, Although
as the years moved along they brought to her much that was difficult, she.
had an amaging way of concentrating her attention on the brighter and more
hopeful facets of 1ife. i is largely through her eyes that we can now re=
constroct a merry pdéture of summertime at Westport Point as the 19th Cen-
tury ended and the 20th Cantbry btegan, bui now and then PFahblier will inter~

ject almost lyrical comments on the same theme,

\
]
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As long as Pather was in the pastorate, the Journey from Brooklyn
to the Point was taken in mid-June; after he became President of Union
Seminary it was possible for the family to leave the city a month earlier,
but he himself could then have but brief stretches "out of harness,"

With Junme of 1889 a contract had been signed with ¥r, Pierce of
Little Compton; work on the house had begun and was to continue, wxcept
when weather interfered, until February, 1890, At times as many as four-
teen men would be busy on the job, doing the carpentry or mason-work, grad-
ing the land, making the cistern or diggimg the well, Even the window
frames and sashed were constructed on the premises by thorough craftsmen:
adlso all the doors, including the heavy oak “Dutch" front door, Mp. Pierce
proved to be a pleasant man to deal with, far from speedy, but all that he
did was well done, DNow, seventy~-five years later, the house¢ he and his men
fashioned is as strong as ever, It has weathered a long succession of line-
storms and bhurricanes and come bravely through them all,

As this second Westport visit started for the Hall family Mrs. Gifford
had thoughtfully secured a reed organ for Father's use; again a horse and
carriage were rented and the pleasant round of drives, ocean baths, enter-
taining, and, above all, watching the new house, had begun, Presently the
frame arose against the skyline; by July 23 both the first and second floors
had been laid, and 1 in my perambulator was rolled on é slanting gnngplank
up to the first floor and parked in the Bast bay-window of the dining-room.
Pather took much pride in the dasign of the roof, which he consideread "en=
tirely original™; so it was an important event when on Jply @6 he could see
the finished product, "liow immense the house seem,” Mother exclaimed, "larg-

er every day as it is enclosed, and the piazzas are not yet on!"
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Bunches of everlastings and swamp milkweed, and lighted candles,
decorated the table in %rs, Gifford's little dining-room one evening in
July when My, and Mrs, Sheldon and two of thelr sons were entertained for
a dinner which consisted of "a large baked blackfish with lemon and cu-
cumbera, sweetbreads and stewed potatoes, iese cream, fresh chocolate cake
and Albert biscuitsy After the meal Katharine and I were allowed to come
down in our "nightdresses” and 1 displayed my prowess by repeating the days
of the week, As a reward for their extra labors Mother "let the servants
go to the beach the next afternoon,” A few days later the Sheldons returne
ed the complimeni by entertaining Mother and Father "most delightfully” for
dinner at the hotel ~"really an excellent dinner - most elaborate," Strange=
1y enough the cuisine at that hostelry was in the Prench style, a fact that
apparently did not add to its popularity, Meanwhile Harry Sheldon practiced
singing some new songs, accompanied by Father on the little organ up at
%rg, Yifford's,

By August 7 the piazza beams had been laid, l1he program now included
picking huckleberries, which grew lavishly on the Heights, gathering bunches
of Clethra and tansy, driving over roads pleasantly hardened by the rain,
sailing with various friends on the West River, and sometimes playing halma
at home, Again “ather helped the Point Church by taking occasional services
and, for a while, by teaching a “ible Class, There was some anxiety about
Katharine's use of the Bnglish language for she insisted on imitating the
maids in speaking of "them flowers" or "them boys",

As the month moved along the pizza weef was added and a "woodshead" was
built at the North which brought down "the rear siope nicely,” For a while

the weather was as cold as autumn, and storms hampered the builders. This, how®



ever, did not interfere with the enjoyable voutine of drives and visits and
quiet evenings when Father read aloud from Washington Igving, A fiercer
storm thch must have been almost a hurricane struck thel#oint during the
second week of September, but the new house "scarcely vibrated" and when the
weather had cleared ¥, Pierce found on inateation that nothing had been
injured and the roof had sprunf no leaks,

Eefore leaving €br Brooklyn Mother recorded that she had had "exquisite
pleasure in driving and Bofiony", adding "! will never be without a special
study again, 1 feel now as if 1 had wasted so many summers; now there is a
special stimulus to know 511 i possibly can for the children.,” “nly one
clodd marred the picture, it had been discovered that Mr, Brown had care-
lessly named the wromg tract of lamnd in the deed which he had conveyed to
father; the house, therefore, stood on property which the family technically
did not own, This evddently gzave Father grave concern, but Mother wrote him
characteristicallys "I look beyond all the worry and wear to the bright peace-
ful times we shall yet have in our own dearhome of Sinton,” And she queted
words of a favorite hymn: "Calm me, my God, and keep me calm", The error was
soon rectified and that clodd had rodled away, As the family were leaving,
"Booth and Cornell" were laying the piazza floor, and "George and William
Tripp" were making progress with the well, The season was over and the house
on Bldridge Heights neared completion, Evidently somewhere along the line
the decision had been made to name it "Sinton" after the old Scott homeséead
in the lowlands of Scntl@nd. for several years the name was epelled with an
miv; then it was discovered that “y" had just as good historic precedent;

aftfer that the spelling "Synton" was definitely adopted,
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On february 4, 1890 father made a quick trip to the Point and as he
sat in Mgs, Yifford's parlor that evening he wrote home: "I can with glad=
ness assure you that the whole result of the work has satisfied me completew
1y, 1t is in the greatest degree thorough and workmanlike ,.,. It looks so
charmingly inviting now when filled with workmen and chips 1 reall} narvel
to think how sweet a resting place it may be if we are spared to furnish it
ever 80 simply, Pierce has thus far exceeded my anticipation by the style
of work he is doing on the finish, %he stariway, the window frames, the_mnn-
tels, while all most simple and plain, are delightfully refined, The butler's
pantryaand Eitchen are a delight to the eye, My onl} fear is that you will
scorn 128 Henry Street after residing at Sinton, The well is a colossal
thing surrounded now by at least 100 oxloads of earth (piled up from the exw
cavation), The stoning is beautifflly done, with massive ;nlidity, and at
the present moment water stands in the well fifteen feet, three inches in
depth, The fence is an ornameﬁt, not a blemish, The other great event of
the day was my call om Mr, and prs, Pavis, We got talking about furniture
and they were only too delééhted to show me some chairs from Miss Bridges?®
house and some other old chairs belonging to a Macomber, 1 am to‘get about
12 chairs and 2 washstands, The chairs I guess will be about 40 cents each,
Whan Mrs, Davis has given us the loveliest old éhe;t, 4 feéf long, a unique
thing made of pine - the top part is a great chest for sheets or blankets
(top 1lifts up, on ancient hinges)~ underneath is one drawer wiﬁh brass handles
Bedides this: the [rustees of the Chorch are clearing up the cemetery and in
one part is a group of 12 or more small and benu%iful spruce trees, Thea!‘
have been voted to me if I will pay Mr, Devol the expense of‘removal. They

will make a benutifui feature on our grounds,"
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Un June 3 he was busy at the next major bit of preparation, Horty=
nine crates of furnishings had been shippad from Drookiyn anﬁ wera safe
at a New Bedford pier; the problem was to get them carried to Sintom, At
a livery stable he was directed to a man nemed Corson "the most kind and
straightforward New Bnglander whose business it is tu do this very thing [or
families 211 over the country around here", He had a wagon 14 feet louﬁ and
drawn by four horses, and thought he could geteverything on it; he was ready
to do the job the very next day for %12,00, had heavy canvas covers to use in
case of rain, and said by starting at 7:20 1,M, he could have everything un=-
loaded at Sinton by 4:30 that afterncon, T7here may have been sceme small
extra charge, for he had also to use another smwaller truck drawn by two Lot
ses, hitched tandem, The whole plan worked like magic; the wagons came wiihe
out mishap even up the last steep hill (and iun those days that was really
steep, for "Riverside Drive™ ran in a straight line due West from the Main
Road to the river). All the crates were 1ifted in iprn over the fence; large
er crates were opened at once on the lawn;smaller crates were carried ifie
doors unopened, Quite miraculously the rain held off until the last item was
under cover; then the heavens let loose, Pather took it as one uore indica-
tion that the whole enterprise was especially blessed,

Yn the 16th the family arrived "ern masse”, and on the 17th the first
letter “from within Sinton” was written by my Mother to her mother, She
was "not disappointed in a single particular"; the trunks had ﬁrrived early;
Cuthbert had a strongman beside our John and they have worked all day clean=-
ing up, and doing alll the heavy work, All the rugs are down and furmiture
in place," (The John mentioned #as John Babeock who for many years was "right-

hand man" on the hill, especially valuable because he was also a carpenter,
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and could make exira tables and all soris of other improvements.) 7The sea
was "a glorious blue"; the view "dazzlingly beautiful™, A few days later she
wrote: "I pever saw so many ships on the horizon « so thickly clusiered off
Cuttyhunk that they seemed to form another island," Those were the days when
merchant sailing vessels were still in their glory and when four-or even fivew
masted schooners marched proudly by, 4 have a recollection that once we even
saw lhomas W, Lawson's seven-master, ’‘he two-masted "Mary Douglas" and "John
Gs Pettis" came regularly into our harbor,and, on occasion, up to Adamsville=
often with serious problems of wind and tide, It was also the age of the cate
boat, a proud fleet of which, owned by individual Point "sea-captains," made
daily fishing trips on the ocean all summer, when weather permitted, It was
e gallant sight, particularly on a "blue day"™ of good visibility, to watch
them proceed to sea, single file, in the morming, and come back in the same
fashion &#n the afternoon, Since, by the nature of the geography of Westport,
they bhad to sail West and South-west from their moorings to Westport Harbor;
then take a long reach io the South-wast towards Buzzard Bap and the fishing
grounds (with a streteh due South around Half-mile Rock), and repeat the pro=
cess in reverse on their return, a high order of seamanship was required than
one long oar to help them when the elements were contrary, Add to this the
laborious work of pulling lobster pots entirely by hand, and it is evédent
that this was a profession for rugged men ohly, A feature of_that era was
the readiness of some of these "captains" to take But parties of summer
people for fishing, or just for the trip,

By July 8 Mother could write: "we do look wonderfully neat and our turf

is lovely," She had discovered that no matter from which direction the wind
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might blow there was always a sheltered place on the broad piazza, which
encircled the house on its West, South and Last sides., It was during these
weeks that "Daisy", the horse of the summer, produced what was to become
thereafter a part of the family's tradition, "The day ended”, Mother wrote,
"with a great excitement and what jusi escaped providentially from being a
sreat calamity - no less than that “argaret (the cook) was in imminent dang-
er of drownin:, She drove down as 4 have given them permission to do when-
ever they feel like it with John for the mail, I had given him an order for
fish and he drove to the wharf to fill it, and ,., left Daisy unhitched
while he went down to the end of the pier, A sail-boat came in with sail
Flapping and Daisy stepped forwards - not frightened, she Marga;et says, but
restless: she of course did the wrong thing - pulled on the :ei;s and back
they all went over the wall into the sea - quietly and slowly ;s-ptoved for=
tunate; Daisy marvellously not frightened and stfuggling in the least, even
when she got all wunder water but her head; the carriage struck a stone, tilt=
ed and Margaret was thrown out, and would enevitably have been drowned if a
man who knew just what to do had not jumped in and saved her ... she went
entirely under water and was dcipping wet, Mrs. Hitt loaned her a shawl; she
preferred coming home and has not taken cold, .Daisy drove off as if nothing
had happened .,.. Cuthbert is now in the village finding out her rescuers to
reward them; they said there could not have been a better person on the spot
to save Margaret than Gene Gifford,” le had just landed from his schooner -and
his hired man assisted,” The only way some of the people in the village knew
of the accident was by seeing seaweed in the fringe of "Mr, Hall's surrey,"

A favorite excursion for the children #as a visit to the blacksmith

shop at Hix's Dridge, where they could hear 'the music of hammer on anvil,
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watch the rhythm of the bellows, the gold and scarlet and white of fire,

and all the intricate art of putting shoes on horses, In 1890 Muthe; addad
astronomy to botany as a further avocation, identifying planets and stars
with the aid of her planisphere, and noting with more awarenmess at dusk one
September evening a reflection of the crescent moon in the waters of the

Viest River, which were then clearly visible from Sinton's living-room. It
was about then that the inspiration came io make a small replica of Sinton

as a children's playhouse; this led to the building of "The Cottage” the fola=
lowing year - about 8 ér 10 feet square, with two rooms, an entry and a clo#et,
tiny windows that went up and down, a piazza that extended around all four
sides, and imitation fireplaces and chimneys. It stood parhaps sixty feet
behind the big house across that part of the lawn which was to be used later
for croguet, and it soon became a treasured part of the family's life,

A comment ﬁade by an old gentleman on the Drift Road thqt July in which
Hather had already won a place for himself in this community of his choice:
“I think an awful sight of that man," he said, "he is an old folks' man, as
well as a young folks®,"

A year later "The Cottage” was finished and the first "cottage service”
had been held; whenever possible thereafter a small service wag conducted
there on summer Sunday afternoons, the congregations numbering anywhere from
8 to 15 people, A few, including Pather, sat on child-size chairs in the 450
foot-high rooms; others stood or sat on the miniature piazza and listened
through the open windows, Here is a typical order of service: reading of the
23rd Psalm, a hymn, a reading from the Gospel, a hymn, the Apoastles Creed, the

sqrmonetté, a hymn and prayer, Sometimes a collection was taken in an orange
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shaped bank for the Mission Band in brooklyn, At one of these services
Mrs, Duttom, the soprano soloist in PFather's Church, sang "Oh! for the wings
of a dove", while seated inside the Cottage; in such a claustrophobic pogi=-
tion the words may have baken on Ber her new meanings

The 1891 season saw also the building of a carrigge house connected
with the two-storey barn which had evidenily been erected in 1&90. The se=
cond Floor of the barn included not only a large, wire-enclosed section for
the hay, but also a work-bench and working area for carpentry purposes, a
section which Pather used as a study, and a wonderful balcony with far views
off to the ocean and over the West River, He often read and wrote out there,
A flat-bobtom rowboat, or sharpie, which was the indigenous craft along ﬁhis
stretch of the coast, had been bought and chhistened "Sunlight," to be kept
on the West Rivershore below Sinton, Another sharpie was also rented and
kept at the village wharf and was used to row over to the sandhills, thus
carrying the family to the boardwalk which led over to the bathhouses on
the ocean beach, References in Mother's letters to bathing in the ocean
sound simple enough, until one recalls that each such event required having
“Daisy", the horse, hitched up, diiting from Sinton to the wharf, unhitching
“Paisy" and putting her in Mr, Cory's barn, rowing in rushing tidewater over
to the pier on the opposite shore (somewhat West of the end of the old bridge),
trudgiﬁg about half a mile through the pitch-pine woods and over the dunes on
the boardwalk, which often had migsing boards, getting ready ip the batha
houses, bathing, drying off and dressing again, trudging and rowing all the
way back to the whaff, hitching up “Daisy", stopping perhaps at Myra Tripp®s
for‘Hbt domghnuts, probably also Forlmail and other errand#-at Tripp8 and Gif

Giffordd stores, and then driving back to Sinton! At that time I accepted this
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heroic effort of my parents as a matter of course; lnokipg back at it now I
mérvel that they had the will and the courage to attempt it so ofteny it
would have been much eagier to forget the whole bus%ness. In those days

pe, “harles Giffurd, better known as “Charlie Ross", was in charge at the
beach, a 1itt1e, wizened-up Yankee with chin whiskers and avery kind henrt.
One day when 8 stranger had invaded the beach and was shooting at sandpipers
Charlie made the sage remark, "Bf a feller wants to shoot suthin, let him
shoot suthin of some bigness." Here ahead of time was a practical Audbon
Society "Ffan", He lived all alone in a Cape Cod house which gtill stands not
far from the Moby Kick “andwich Shép; as a young man he had vanished from the
Point for years, just at the time of the famous di:appearance of a wealthy
youth named “Charlie Ross". When Charlie Gifford fimally returned, taciturn
about what he had been doing or where he had been, it was natural that his
nickname became "Charlie Ross",

That was a summer of droﬁkh and thus of dusty roads; so the family did
little driving. Instead they seemed always to be "walking to the village",
"walking acrosas the fields to church", "taking a seven-mile walk to and from
Goosaberry Neck" (which, by the way was a tricky venture in those days long
before the construction of a causeway = the Neck beipg accessible only nJFow
tide by a rough scramble over rocks;) rowing up to Mysterious Island (as
Father had named the largest of the Wesi River Islands) or around to “Crnuk-
ed Creek" in the Bast River, But always Sinton beckoned as evening settled
down ~ a five glowing on the hearth, the yellow-shaded kerssene lamp casting
a glow on the red rug, in season, perhaps, a bunch of poppies adding a glow
of its own, while the great ship's lantern, hung outside the front door, sent
its beams far out to sea,

And such good things to eat! On August 14 Mother tells how even she had

been cooking . ...¢ occurrence - for she had made silver cake, cocoanut layer
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cake and a "wedding™ or fruit cake, as well as ordering chicken and sweete
breads for Saturday, lobster and bluefish for Sunday, and a roast of beef
for “onday, Another time she mentions making raspberry jam,

During the winter of 18911892 the great family evﬁﬁt was the birth
on Decembaer 13 of Bieanor MacMaster Hall in Hfooklyn - one more enthusiastic
littlé person to enjoy the Fall River Boat, Sinton,the Cottage and every-
thing at Westport Point, In early Pebruary Pather made an unexpected
journey to the Point to officiate at the village, Here are snatches from a
letter written during that visit: "It aeems-almost impossible to realize
where I am¢ I am seated in the Drawing Room, with a roaring wood ficre, and

the cheery lamplight, Not a sound - save the crackle of the fire, a distant

roar of surf, and the faint sound of John looking after my woodstove upstairs,
I cannot describe to you the ecstasy of repose which I feel in being here in
our own house, far of fF on this seaward hillside,” He had sent his bag and
fug up to Sinton by Johm Pabcock; after "a good tea” at llanmah Gifford's

"it being then dark, Hannah gave me a lantern, and I had my delicious wild
walk up to the hill, §ohn wae waiting for me and at my order had, before I
arrived, had a blazing fire in the drawing-room and the lamp lighted, It was
too lovely to be described, I then walked through the whole house, and found
everything in the most exquisite order - nothing wrong, nothing out of place,
every room sweet and fresh, He had had a fire dh the woodstove all after-
noon anq the room i8 perfectly dey and comfortable, We 3§t oﬁt sheets, blanke
ets and comfortables, and they are all airing in the warmth around the stove,
uhung out on clothes horses and chairs ... 1 %eel as if this real dream, of

sitting in the depths of the winter night, up jon my own hill, in my own hill,

|
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in my own house, with my own fire = were one of the most beautiful experierie
ces ot my life., How wonderfully we were led in selecting this site, and
building such a house upon it, When * think that this home belongs to you
and the three children, my cup runsa§Vﬂr.“

He was there again that April pnd wrote on the 6th: "Not a sound but the
wind and the orackling fire“f:. It i& high tide in the West River, The wind
which has been S,W, has drawn to W, by N, The northern sky is clear; the calm
afternoon sunlight floods the room and falls upon me as I git at my desk, A
beautiful fire of loge is blazingf%n the hearth., The air is as warm and dry
as if we had beenm living here al) winter, As i turn my head to look out of
the South window, I see the whit wing at the beacon (the "spindle”) and the
broad band of sandhills. At this instant two large droves of wifld ducks have
come swooping along and have sfttled on the West River just epposite my wifie
dow." e had called on villag#ﬁf:ianda - Canaan Dyer, William Gifford, drs,
Pardon Tripp; he had aecured}ﬂlhe jélly big front room at the Manchesters",
and considered himself in grt%t lucks Then he had walked "from the Sall House
(now the Shannons®) up nver:tﬁe fields to Sinton, always a favorite walk of
mine," He had later walked tr the Boyce fprm on Cape Bial, and Stacy Boyce

had returned with him to Sintbn to talk ovpr various planms, "Stacy is a trump",

he added, "Item: 1f the ocean gets much bljler, and the sunlight blaze much

|
i

brighter, I shall go mad," Q

Boating activities increased in thef+uﬁme: of 1892 when Yahher rented t

the rights to a stretch of West River beach, John Babcock constructer upon it

an inclined wooden platform on which the bpats could be pulled up; also a
saall shelter for oars, oar-locks and ot her gear, "Sunlight" was painted

white and decorated with a band of vermilin; the oar-blades were vermilion

also and the boat wags equipped with turkeyﬂred cushions , One day a row in

£
i

|
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thick fog elicited fhia comment; "The effect on the water of the loneline
ess of a fog was very beautiful, and the wild birds were all about us,"
For a while the rowers were actually out of sight of land,

Social li¥e also speeded up as more brooklyn and New York friends
came for visits at Sinton or in the village, The White “ountain Freezer
was in fregquent use producing ice cream and water-ices, some with such un-
usual flavors as blackberry and wild grape. The chafing dish created other
delicacies on the supper table, Beneath these "trimmings" however, the djf-‘
ficulties of housekeeping in those days ﬁtior to the use of rural eleciric-
ity and the coming of "modern improvements" must have been somewhat over -
whelming, When we who have to do almost everyghing for ourselves read that
the family then had three maids and a man to help them, it is only fair alsé
to recall how now electric refrigerators, pumps and all sorts of gadgets are
at our disposal indoors, and automoBbiles and milkmen, smooth roads, motor
lawnmowers, power saws and all uﬁrta of other iﬁvcutiona await us outdoors,
Think for a moment of the inconvaniences we would face were we to He tdans—
ported back into "the good old days", At Sinton the huge icebox stood in the
celler; it had a heavy door on top, through which the great cakes of ice
were inserted from the shoulders of "the iceman", and through thch, as one
mounted two steps at its base, all food had to be put in or taken out, Milk
was kept in shallow round pans on high hanging shelves, also in the cellar,
shielded by mosquito netting; as ;he cream formed on the surface it had to
be skimmed off and put in special pitchers, The only way to reach the icebox
and the milk shelves was by climbing down steep dark, and, 1 fear, unrailed
stairs from a dark central hall by the kitchen, The ascent, with hands full,

must have been still harder.
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Through the early years “inton had no plumbing, except one pump in

the kitchen which drew rain water from the cistern, All drinking water
(and it was cold and delicious) was hoisted in "the old oaken bucket”

from the well at the Bast of the house, In those days we had only "sitz
tubs", shaped like easy chairs, which were set up in the bedrooms by the
maids, who alsc carried up all the water, hot and cold, in neat litdle
cans, something like watering pots, Father always used a different var-
iety of tub - a kind of glorified tin bird-bath, perhaps 3% feet in dia-
meter and six or eight inches high, How any of these tubs were ever M-
tied into the "slop-pails” without flooding the floors must remain a mye
stery of the past, When some years later 2 real bath-room was installed,
complete with washstand, claw-footed bath-tub and toilet, it required the
construction of a large minc-lined tank in the attic; this tank had to be
filled regularly by '"th man¥, using a heavy-duty pump which stood outdoors,
Tn memory I can still hear the rhythmic beat of that pump, going on and on,
and can imagine how "the man" must have waited eagerly for the pleasant
sound of water overflowing from the exhaust pipe., UYther "facilities" were
for quite a while in a small room attached to the North end of the house,
and equipped with seats of varying sizes and beneath them a long sand-fill-
ed box, which incidentally had no automation,

One of the great annual events in the Town of Westport in the 1890°s
was the Camp Meeting held on Cadman‘; Neck for part of August, and climaxed
by what was called "Big Sunday", I cannot vouch for the accuracy of the fig-
ures given by Mother; this, at least, is'what she reported in a home lette}

for "Big Sunday", 1892: "%here were 1500 teams in the enclosare and 6000
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peopde™, It was to this crown that Father preached; the hymn=-ginging was
impressive and the whole eveni was conducted “in & dignified mannez,"

Another high point of the summer season was the Annual Clambake
which was held in 2 grove at the foot of the steep hill hehdéind the hotel,
Alec Brigthman was the master of the bake and presided, with the sid of
spicy language, over the digging of the pit, the heating of the stones, the
arranging of the food (clams, fish, tripe, sweet corn, ete,) in layers sep=-
arated by rock-weeM, the heaping on of the final rock-weed cover and fast-
ening the whole down under 2 tarpaulin, It was he alone who could give
the fateful wopd as to when the bake should be opened, Long tables and
plank benches stood ready all through the year in the grove, There was
much rivalry as to who coudd stow away the most steam clams, the result
being neasured by the size of each person's pile of clam-shells, It was al-
together a festive community celebration, with muech pleasant meighboring;
its demise meant a real loss to Westport life,

An incident of that particular summer was a visit to the Point from
sy, Kapmarkar of India, then a stadent at Yale Divinity School, and des~
tined to be a leader of the Marathi Mission in his homeland, Un fortunate=
1y the man who introduced him to the Sunday School, was slightly confused:
"Children,"he said, "we have a treat for you this morning - a genuine Bamboo
Indian," Evidently the distinction between Bombay and Bamboo was a bit vague}

Once more wild flowers kept Sinton gay; reference is made to a great
buneh of pueple thistles on the hall table and to a centerpiece of growing
ferns, surrounded by ground=pine; while outdoors the heaveams continued

their pagent - one night a full moon and Mars had the leading roles; ane
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other night a "marvellous Aurora™. As the day of devarture drew near the
big trunks were brought down fromlthe attic, set in a stately row in the
dining-reom, and the familiar ritual began of assembling all the stuff to
Fill them, They were then put aboard an express cart and taken to New Bede
ford to go by freight, On the day itself the famlly drove off in "Mr, Mace
ombers®s surrey with a span of good horses", Lizeie and Margaret fnllowed-
in Mg, Tripp's carriage, Rachel having gone on ahead to Brooklyn to make
ready at 128 Henry Street,

By 1293 we children were seven, five and twé respectively, and as we
grew the summer program grew with us, Now we had two sharpies on the West
River shore; now we bagan exploring "on our own"™ or with our parfenta, itake
ing exciting trips through the huckleberry pastures out back, whers the chief
peril was stirring up a hormet®s nesi or two, or going down fhe "wild animal
path™ or the clethra path = really cow trails which led through woods and.
thickets to the Northeeast of Sinton, 1 imagine the wild animals were no
fiercer than squirrels, rabbits and woodchucks, with just the chance of a
skunk, Here grew a wealth of wild-flowers, most of which, as also in much
of this area, have, alas, largely vanished, We could find many kinds of
orchids - green-fringed, white-fringed or even purple~fringed orchises, slenda
er pogonias and calopogons, many pink lady-slippers nodding under the trees,
out in the more open places the graceful Lady's Tresses with their spiral
white blooms; among fallen leaves the grcy-irgen rosettes of Goodyerag - or
Rattlesnake Plantain - with its delicate white design and tall whité blog=
somsj and, queen of them all, the rate Arethusa with its rich velvet and

many=hued tongue, In all, one might find fourteen different kinds of orchid
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in the neighborhood, Where the brook widened into a pool there would be
blue Iris and scarlet cardinal flowers; where sphagnum moss made spongy
domes thece lurked also Drossera with its 1little round, hairy and sticky
leaves, one of the insecfbatins plants, At some seasons parts of the path
would be bordered by the clean blue spheres hanging from the daﬁgleberrv
bhshes, and by the golden cornucopiag of the jewel weed, 1 gan 8till savor
the sweetness of the delicate pink wild roses which abounded, or the heave
ier sweetness of the elethrz or pepper~bush, which fortunately still syre
vives, Out in the cow pastures various sorts of polygola, some with tiny“
Spires, some in little knobs, added patches of violet or white; blucestar
grass, yeddow-star grass and brunella were in their glory; slender gerardis
was beautiful in late summer , genlike scarlét pimpernet and blue curls,
scarlet wood lilies or, in swampier places, the royal clusters of turk's cap
lilies and Joe Pye weed, What snow-drifts of daisies there were, buttereup
"fields of gold®, fragrant banks of sweel fern or masses of bayberry, in
springtime lacy carpets of bluets along our land, with a backdrop of shade
flower; “hen we first arrived eagh year there was the thrill of discover=
ing slopes bright with columbine and wild geranium, all sorts of violets
ant the yellow dog-tooth violet, which is truly a 1lily, the fuzzy clusters
of hepaticas among the fallen wood-leaves, aéd lots of merry jacks-in the
pulpit and skunk cabbages, Before we left we ' had watched the arrival of
St, Johnswort, with its fabled promise of only%aix weeks to frost; at least
eleven different kinds of goldenrod, blended 1&\roya1 hues with at least
fourteen different kinds of asters, JSome junip%t trees were-then festooned

with Ugnea, a more delicate relative of the southern Spanish Moss; as a cor-
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ollary we then had many Parula Warblers, which fashion their swinging nests
in its softness. How these flower friends come flocking back in memocy -~ on
and on and on, as Mether introduced us to them! We learned the peril of
poison ivy and poison sumac and fdeadly nightshade; the roughness of tear-
thumb; the queer habits of golden doddar, living on air; the excitement of
finding a frimged gentian in some hidden glade, or blazing star on the top
of the Nubble; the treasures of certain swamps in Little Compton; the lave
ish beauty of the tall pink mallows around pools on Gooseberry Neck; the hon-
or deserved by wild carrot, which merited rather the title of Queen Anne's’
Lace, As a younster I am purported to have brought in a flower then unknown
to me and saying, "3ee, pretty flower -~ aufwiedersehn"., If Mother could rate
tle off the Latin names, Eleanor was not going to be outdone, And she could
not better display her scorn of an infant than by saying "he does not know a
cyprepedium from a pillow”, What unwelcome forces have been at work through
all the succeeding decades to reduce or extarminate 50 many of our childhood's
favorite wildflowers 1 shall not attempt to say; one fears that many of them
have disappeared forever, BSut they, in their day, gave us great joy; wmonu-
ments should be built in their etermal honor,

Native cultivated strawberried were in profusiom on our arrival at the
Point in 1893 - only a few cents per box; and , 8till tastier, wild straw-
berries which glowed among the shoréer grass where cattle had been grazing,
Then came the red raspberries, the unusual wineberries - one of Surbank's
creations, made by coossing raspberried and currvants; the wild black raspe
berries, andﬁacraﬂ of hunkleberries, which brought many "pickers™ from the

village walking up Riverside Drive with their pails, and often spending the
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day, Bspecially in pastures West of Riverside Drive on the Cornell property,
we could gather masses of blackberries of various species; on one famous walk
to gather the latter, Uncle Andrew - our marvellous Schpttish friend, Andrew
Warden - wore a pair of white flannel trousers, As we were returning with a
half-bushel Full of blackberries, it was noticed that some of the fruit was
evidently escaping from the bottom of the basket, Uncle Andrew gallantly
kneeled on one knee, rested the basket on the other knee, and tried to look
underneath it to see what was wrong., When he got up agaiﬁ that knee had a
great blackberry $itain, Unfortunately the sequek to this tale is lacking! In
the gutumn it was fun to go to the cranberry bogs along the north shore of
the sandhills and watch crowds of Wesiport Pointers at work picking - the more
s0 begause we could eall moat of them by name, There were at that time at
least three cranberry barns in the pine woods near these bogs,

This was the year when for the first time the family really celebrated
Bourth of July, A large supply of fireworks had been brought from the city =
rock