
Westport Board of Health 
COVID-19 Update
December 3, 2021

Case Status: July 1-31:   30 new cases
Aug.1-31: 170 new cases
Sep.1-30:      190 new cases
Oct. 1-31:      148 new cases
Nov.1-30: 196 new cases

The total confirmed COVID-19 positive cases of Westport residents as of state’s weekly 
report of Dec. 2nd, 2021 is 2210 – this is an increase of 58 since last week.  
Unfortunately, we also have one additional death of a Westport resident from COVID to 
report and one hospitalization. After a one-week dip, Westport is seeing a post-holiday 
spike in cases. This is similar to last year, except that now most cases are concentrated 
in unvaccinated residents. The rolling 14-day incidence rate of cases spiked to 33.3 per 
100,000. State COVID data dashboard. 

Westport Testing Data: The positivity rate climbed to 6.83% (from 4.98% last week) – 
out of 11244 tests in the last 2 weeks. COVID Testing Info. 

Westport Vaccination Data: As of the state’s Dec. 2, 2021 report, 12,253 or 73% of 
Westport residents are at least partially vaccinated against COVID. 13% of Westport 
kids 5 to 11 have received their first dose. Vaccine Reports 

REMINDER TODAY!  Vaccine Clinic from 3:30 pm to 7 pm on Friday, Dec. 3rd 
It will be in the GYM of the former High School, 19 Main Rd. Park in the south lot and 
enter at the front doors.  FREE & OPEN to all. No appointment needed. Please bring 
your insurance card and vaccination card, if available.

Ages 5 to 18: Pfizer COVID vaccine (1st or 2nd dose; no boosters) & Flu shots
Ages 18+: Pfizer, Moderna and J&J COVID vaccines (1st, 2nd and Boosters; 
mix & match allowed for boosters) & Flu shots. High dose flu vaccine available 
for those over 65.

Other vaccination sites: In addition to the Westport Apothecary, you can search on 
https://vaxfinder.mass.gov/. Also, local mobile clinics will be held in Fall River and New 
Bedford this weekend. For details go to https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-
mobile-pop-up-vaccination-clinics

NEW! Omicron Variant
Although the Delta variant remains the predominant strain of COVID virus circulating 
here, the new Omicron variant has recently been detected in other states. We don’t 
know a lot yet. We have weekly calls with the state Dept. of Public Health and will keep 
residents updated as we learn more. Scientists are looking at three things: whether this 
variant actually spreads faster than others, whether it’s evading immune responses, and 
whether it causes more serious disease than other variants. We should have more data 
and analysis by the middle-to-end of December.
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However, it is very unlikely that this variant will completely escape the vaccinated 
immune response. Research so far also suggests that people can boost their protection 
against any variant by having three exposures to the virus. So that means either three 
doses of the vaccine or two doses after a natural infection.

Everyone is also encouraged to keep up with all those other measures we know are 
important—masking, distancing, paying attention to ventilation, and getting tested when 
you feel sick or think you’ve been exposed. And if you haven’t gotten vaccinated yet, 
now is the time. Getting vaccinated is not just protecting you from sickness; it will also 
help starve the virus of opportunities to continue to mutate into something that could 
potentially be worse.

In Home Vaccination Program: In-home vaccinations are available for anyone who is 

unable to get to a vaccine location, including children 5-11 years old. Call the In-Home 

Vaccination Central Intake Line at (833) 983-0485 Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. 

COVID Testing: You should get tested if you have any symptoms or have been a close 
contact of someone who tested positive. Find a test site here.  Free testing is also 
available in Fall River and New Bedford through the Stop the Spread initiative, which 
has been extended through March 2022.

Updated Isolation & Quarantine Guidance: 
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-isolation-and-quarantine-information
You must isolate for 10 days if you have tested positive for COVID-19. This means you 
must be alone, without direct contact with anyone else. 

If you are exposed to someone with COVID-19 and you are unvaccinated: you must 
quarantine.

 If 10 days after your exposure you have no symptoms, you can end quarantine.
 You can also end your quarantine after 7 days if you get tested and are negative 

for the virus. Testing should occur on or after the 5th day.

If you are exposed to someone with COVID-19 and you are fully vaccinated: you are not 
required to quarantine following an exposure. 
However, you should still monitor for symptoms of COVID-19 for 14 days following an 
exposure. If you experience symptoms, isolate yourself, seek testing, and contact your 
healthcare provider.

Town Building Mask Mandate Remains in Effect
At its Nov. 15th meeting, the Board of Health set the following criteria for when it would 
recommend the Selectboard lift the mask order for town buildings: after three (3) 
consecutive weeks of COVID test positivity below 5%, which is the threshold for 
higher risk set by CDC and DPH. 

Please check the town COVID webpage for useful links and sign up for e alerts to keep 
up to date. 

Thank you for your continued cooperation and stay safe everyone! 
Matthew J. Armendo, Director 


