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Town of Westport Special Permit Process  
(Consult M.G.L. Chapter 40A for complete and binding text.) 

Application is filed with the Town Clerk; a 
copy, including certified time of submittal, 
is submitted to the Special Permit Granting 
Authority (SPGA).  

Application forwarded 
by SPGA within 14 

days to various boards 
for review.  Comments 

are due back to the 

SPGA within 35 days. 

Public Hearing held 
within 65 days of 

submittal. 

SPGA issues decision 
within 90 days of the close 
of the public hearing. 

Decision must be filed with Town Clerk, mailed to applicant, 
abutters, & parties in interest within 14 days.   

Applicant must file a certified 
copy of the decision with the 
Registry of Deeds before the 

Special Permit becomes 
effective. 

If there is no appeal 
within 20 days or an 

appeal has been 
settled, Town Clerk 

shall issue a certificate 
to applicant. 

A 20 day appeal period begins during which an 
appeal can be taken to Division of Administrative 
Law Appeals (DALA)* or Superior Court. 

After there is 
a substantial 
change in the 
application, or 
a period of 2 

years has 
elapsed, the 
applicant can 

reapply. 

* For projects located within a 43D Priority Development Site  

If the SPGA fails to act within 90 
days, the applicant shall,  

within 14 days of the 90 day 
expiration, notify the Town Clerk 
of approval due to failure to act 

and that notice of this and 
ability to appeal has been sent 

to parties in interest 

Special Permit 
Approved 

Special Permit 
Denied 

Permit expires 
if not used 
within 2 years 
of date of 
grant 


