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Indian Names

The Indian names of the Westport section of Dartmouth
make a most interesting study,
Noquochoke ~= "the land of the fork"
Acoaxet ----- "the land oﬁ the other side of the little land,"

Quansett --- originally spelled Nutuquansett and means
"at the burnt woods"™ or possibly "the place
of 8ishing by fire"™ and is part of Horseneck".

Paquachuck --~ the name once given to Westport Point
and means "at the laag.' or open hill,"
' ¢ )
Hassanegk ---=- has been Sorrupted to Horseneck and means
"cellar dwelling."

Watuppa ==--= great ponds between Westport and Fall
River and means "they draw water."

(from a collection of papers given to
me by Mrs. John Waldo)



From == "Traditions of Padanaram™
By L. A. Littlefield

The original tract of land comprising Dartmouth was
parchased from the Indians by William Bradford and 33
others of the Plymouth colomg in 1652, although there
were a few white settlers in the terribory previous to
that time,

John Cook, the Pilgrim, was one of the company of
that colony who settled in this locality and no doubt he
and his accociates named the place Dartmouth after the
old Bnglish township,

What courage, and strength, and perseverance, it re-
quired of those first settlers to face the trials and dis-
couragements in order to exist in this wilderness, They
mist have been men of irom, and do you ever stop to think
what a magnificent structure has been reared upon the
foundation those first settlers laid?

In the year 1675 the Indians under King Philip invad-
ed the town, and we réad in the histories that they wrought
great destruetion, killing,and torturing many of the settlers,

Some, however, were fortunate enocugh to obtain shelter
in "Russell's Garrison," the ruins of which can be seen at
the present day, about a mile from this spot on the north
side of Apponegansett river, on land now owned by Mary A.
Gifford, (I would suggest that this society take steps
to buy this site, if possible, and erect a tablet or place
a boulder, suitable inscribed, on the spot).

This garrison was built by John Russell, the first
representative from the township of Dartmough to the
01d Colony court, Plymouth, and John and Joseph Russell,
twins, were born in the garrison November 22nd 1679,

The following story is taken from Barber's Histor-
ical Collection:

"The Indians, so it is stated, had a fort on the op-
posite side of the river, and used to show themselves and
act all manner of mockery to aggrevate the English, they
being at more than a gunshot off,

"It is related, however, that an Indian came cut at
one time as usual, and exposing himself in a contemptuous
manner, some one having an uncommonly long gun fired and
put an end to his mockery,"



The Tndisns finally surrendere& to the garrison on
the strength of certain promises made %o them by Captain
Eels and Ralph Earl, but the Plymouth colony, hearing of
the distress of the Dartmouth people sent Captain Ben=-
jamin Church, #he celebrated Indian fighter, with a com-
pany of soldiers to their relief, who took matters into their
wen hands, and in spite of the sntreaty of Captain Eels
and Ralph Earl, Captaim Church marched the Indian captives,
about 160 in mumber including King Philip's wife and son,
over the forest road to Flymouth and sold them into slav-
ery to the Spaniards,
As near as can be ascertained the name "Padanaram"
originated with Laban Thatcher, who caem from Harwich,
Mass. about the year 1805, and carried on a shipyard here,
The first mention of Padanaram ocourped in a deed given
by him in 1828, and it is supposed that the circumstances
of his life corresponding with the Bible story of Laban
who lived in Padanaram prompted him to give the place
that name,

"The Salt Industry of Padanaram®
By Ellis L, Howland
Strickly speaking, the local salt makers operated
on the shores of Smiths Neck and Mishaum almost a cent-

ury before Padanaram actually started, but of that phase
of it I can find no trace whatever, save in slight refer-

ences in deeds, As early as 1720 reference was made to “ho ¥

the "road leading to the Salthouse "pPodnt", The road in
guestion was unquestionably that leading from Russells
Mills eastward to what we know today under its modern
contraction as "Salters Point", We know the road as the
wRock o'Dundee road," but all trace of the salt house
from which the pbint took its name has long since passed
away, etc, etc,



From History of Bridtol County

Indian History

Mossosoit -- sesided ot POKANOKET or Mt. Hope
that mubsequently became the tovnship of Bristol now in the State of R.I
until 1746 Bristo.l Mass.

Wamsutta succeeded his father at his death about 1662 -~ Wamsuttas onl y
only lasted about 1 year.

Pometacom (King Philip) Wamsuttas youngest brother suceeded him 14 yr.
reighn (Dart, and Swansea Inc. as towms ot this time,

Ri4ws= First white man to met the Indiens 4n this section was probably
Capt. Dermer in 1619 through Squanto and met Massasolt at Nommastaquet (
Nema&ket now Middleboro) The two kings who met Capt. Dermer were probably
Massasolt and his brother Auadequina
1621 WMassasoit visited by Edward Winslow and Stephen Hopkins
Vessssoite sub-chief -- Caunbitant - Mettapoisgt now Gardeners' Neck
in Swansea

That section of country now Little Compton was Tormerly Seaconnet, or Seconet
under direction of e women nomed Awashuncks wife of Tolony son named Wm.,
Mammynewit who, beign cet to school, learned Latin the langusze intended

for tollere but seized with the pnlsy. Older brother named Peter.

Capt. Church come to live here.

Adjacent to the Seconet tribe were the Pocassel Tndians thelr former hane
being in what afterwards beceme the township of Tiverton until 1747 was in
Tristol County.

Pocasset Indisns probsbly more mumerous and powerfultahn those at Seconeb

Subjects of a sguaw -sachem name Weetamoo fommerty the wife of Wamsutta older

brother of King Philip and siter to Wootonekanuske - King Philips wife

Weetamoo bocame wife of Pentonowswitt. Eng, cddled him Bem , and Church

speaks of him as Peter Nunuit. Weetamoo mist hove been (neen of the Wampanoag
nation.

Anawen  lassesoits prect Caph, caphirwed by Cpt Benj. Church gtill known
ns Anewons Hock (Rehobah)

Tndian Reservations -- Freetown was surchased of the Indisns in 1659 Res.
made for the Indicns Tabsdacason and Pi-nto :

Another of nenrly 200 A, fomerly in Freetown now YR, Indisn Town One

lot nssigned to and still possessed by lirs, Zervich Gould Mitchell a lineal
descendent on the 7th gen, of linssasoit , king of the Wampanoais and
"Sassacus the Terribel", king of the Pequots

Her home Bettys Neck so called, in Lakeville.
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‘Alexander, alias

Massaselt 1581-1861 / ' o sty
amsutta 1661-

THE LAST
OF

THE GREAT WAMPANOAG
SACHEMS

Anawaon 1676

King Philip, alias Pametacomet, 16462-1674




Annual Report of SCHOOL COMMITTEE of the Town of Westport for the year 1868-9

Dist. #3 This is one of the largest schools in town,

# 5 Summer term was taught by FranccH, Handie and 2 good work was done
considering the large number of scholars.

The Winter term was taught by Rebecca H, Fisher., This school suffered
from the High Schoeol being over it, the floors beign thin and no
precautions being used to deaden the sound,

Dist., #12 Winter term was also a successful school, taught by Franc M, Handie,

NDist. # 20 This school has been taught in a building which, to say the
1euast, was fit for no other purpose, and, for school purposes, only
in good weathcr; the teacher dismissing her sbhool when it looksd like
sain coming; and all hurrying to a better shelter,
teacher Cynthia ", Brownell
By 2 vote of the town, at the annual meeting, the High& 8chool was to be
located one half of the year at the Head of the River, and the other

half at W, Point, beginning at the Head of the River,

Tn this matter the Committee labored under these disadvantages.
We had no house, no teacher, and we knew not if we should have any
scholars. First of all we hired a room paying therefor at the rate
of fifty dollars per annum, because we could not obtain it for 1less
“"hen so long as it was used for private purposes it rented at
one half that amount,

23 scholars, then 6 more.
Pnaint opened with 30 later 6 admittdel

School Houses

As the Legislature has passed a law for the abolition of sbhool districts .
throughatit the State, the control of school property has changed hands, and
your Committee earmestly hope for the better. Several of the school-houses in
the town are an absolute disgrace to any neighborhood, being unfit for any pur-
pose whatever, And it is not only the house itself, but its furnishings and sur-
roundings., Several of our school-houses are set on the bank of the road, or stuck
up anywhere on land enough 66r the foundation to rest on. And then their sur-
roundings, what are they: The Agen t of the Poard of Education says:

"] have in my 'note book' descriptions of several in our State of but little
value, some of which, #atirely destitute of a globe, mapp, clock, thermometer,
chairs for visitors, and everything else except the old, unpainted, mutilated
desks and seats, and old box stove, a broom, and the remnants of the dictionary
furnished by the State, are not, everything included, worth twenty-five dollars
for any purpose whatever.,"

We hnow of no school-house in our town which can boast of two chairs, and
there are several which cannot boast of one whole one. And taken together is not
the Agent's picture ones that will apply very welll to many of the school-
housss in our town?

Charles F, Sherman

iohn W. Gifford

uther D, Kidder School Committe
of Westport

The town voted to raise $3,800 for support of public schools,
$1,000 of which amount was appropriated to the support of the High® School.
The amount received from the State School Fugd for the year was $178.78

Avera e waggs of ?:é: teachers per mohth $3?'8§



3chools —=
# 1 Acoaxet
#2 Horseneck

# B8 So. Westport 1859 (winter) W, W, Handy (39) taught here
whose reputation as a teacher is so well kmovn
a8 ho need to comment,
fpril 1884 TFranes H, Handy
# 4 TBast side of river Pinehill 1885 new sbhoolhouse

# 5 Pbint (primary) 1860 -61 The school ig large, and the differ-
ent branches pursued are Loo numerous for one
teacher to do justice to all the wvarious claas-
eg, This is the largest aschool in point of
numbers in the towm.

# 6 Point Grammar This district is also entitled to praise fop the
intereat manifested in endeavoring to secure the
gervicea of the moBt effdcient teachers, even
though they may cogt comparatively a higher price.

/£ 7 Hieks Corner (Cornell ﬁd} 1865=6 achoolhouse remodeled
Owens - yellow, 1885 repsirs (well built-
pravevard removed snd praded)

#3 Riverside (near Hysmes) 1860 Frances W/, Handy -- a young lady
of rare attainments and mualifications for mchool
teaching, who bids fair of being equal to any in
town for that vocatién, Although this was her
first attempt, she performed the task as well as
gome more experienced, giving general satisfaction,

# 9 lNacomber Corner --(Adamsville Rd.)
1860-1 Winter -- Dr, Luther D. Kidder -- good

teacher,
1865-6 needs repair
1885 Frances H, Handy
# 10 WVest Side, River (upper Drift Rd.)
# 11 Kirby Corner (Charlotte red and Alice Tirst school teacher

# 12 State Side (Sodom| new 1891
# 13 Brownell's Corner

# 14 Hend, Grammar

i 15 Sanford Roed,

# 16 Mouse Nill

# 17 MNo, Westvort




Gkhools Cont,

# 18 Vestport Factory, Intermediate
Primary
# 19 Head of Westport Primary (Wolfe Pit Hill)
1892-3 Crocker (Mattie) +taught Louis

# 20 7 Always had anexperinccd teanchers

Hend of Westport --- High School




[HE SFAL OF TOWN OF WES1PORT
From Poor bill's Almanac-Vol 1 No. 1 March 1, 1971

[he Seal of the Town of Westport was designed and approved in the late
1920's at the urging of John A, Smith who werved in our Town &2s Selectman
and Town ™oderator for 37 years., At that time around a dozen designs were
submitted, t is believed by some that George Russell §a S8electman at that
time) was the designer.,

The uppermost portion of the seal depicts the Waite“otter House; the
lower left portion shows a farmer behind a plow (this represents the agricvl-
ture in our Town which has been so important in the years past and still
plays a large roll in our everyday commerce): the lower right ppertion is
a print of Paul Cuffee who started the first free public school in Westport
(a later issue of Poor Bill's Almanac will contain more information about
My, Cuffee).

From Poor Lill's Almanac Yol 1 #6 May 10, 1971

In 1930 George W. Russell, who was Chairman of the Board of Selectmen,
soliciter designes for a Tlown Seal: to be submitted by interested people,
Shown are 4 Seals submitted at that time. lhey are as follows:

lliff-:fflz The present 2eal of the Town which was submitted by Fdmund

wied" J. Coyne of 71 Vermon Street. Yur Seal represents agriculture, fish-
ing and the old Homestead (the Waite Fotter house.

Upper Right: This design was submitted by "rs. Thomas Cooper of 72 Grant
Street, Her Seal represents the theme of "Broad Acres, Beautiful Waters."
Bottom Left: Representing the these of traditional sailing past and
EE}??“]I:&;*thih Design was submitted by John Allen II1 of Fine Hill Road.
EPJIQT-fﬁEDl : (Jokers Notion) liven the jokers are inspired Ly the sugges-
fion that Westport ought to have a Town Seal, Burning ificehouses, short lob-
sters, fire water and financial difficulties, set off by a fishing boat, ap-
pear to be suitable symbols to the designer who cautiously withheld his name
and address,
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Names in records of the Westport Lecture Ass. 1864 -1879
at U.P, Chanrch

Church, Hon. C. A
Dunham, Rev. TIsaac
Parris, Rev.Nr. J.B,
Macomber; John C,
Winchester, N, salen

Snow, hev H,P.
Winchester, A.W,
Little, Capt. Chas,
Howland, Isaac
Cumisky, Capt. M.
Leonard Rev. H.P.
Dean, Rev. Y,

Kidder, Toct. *uther D.

Anthony John L
Crapo Capt. R, W,

i o il

Lecturers

Butler Rev. J.W. Fall *iver
McPonnold high school sub,
Winsor ‘ev., Mr. 4th st. Meth. New Bed

Batchelder, Rev., R,S,

Condon, Hon, James B, Esa. N.E.

sub. Wm.Rotch.
Lyon, Rev, Mr, N.B.

Walker. Rev, Mr. Fairhaven
Cobb, Rev. Solon of Medfard . B,

Coe. Hev, lr,

Stearns Noct. of New B,

Haynes, Rev, Mr, F,R, Meth,

Knowlton #ey, Mr, N_ b,

Warren Mr. H.School

In part--
whaling on Nantucket and ha:rdships
Rev. War -- newiral possession of islanders
OQuakers --

Wm, Kotch went to “ewport to interview Gen Putman about whale oil going

to London marlet.

He was up for treason -- ha’ no guns to prevent british from landing

guns sent away in his whaling vessels and bayonetts ta%en te wharf and dumpted
He was acquitted of the charge and sent home
Interesting story of trip from Nantucket to the Sandwich guarterly meet-

Am, cruiseér capturecd the british.

*hey went off to their meeting at Sandw'ch.
Agked British to have whaling bus. the Hon mr., Pitt ne replf

ing -- captured by a “ritish cour

" French in 5 hours

Minister Mirabeau granted -- bus at the port of
Nunkirk,
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Records of the Westport Lecture Association iﬁyuvkpun-h.( o~
Novermber 1864

The Lecture Association at the head of Westport was organized in the
Month of November 1864 for the purpose of having a course of lectures
during the Winter on Signtific, Literary, and Moral Subjects. Hon. C.A,
Church was chosen President

Rev. Isaac Dunhan and
Rey, Mr. J.B.Parris Vice Presidents
John C. Macomber Secretaay
Wales Winchester Treasurer

Rev, J.Dunham and Associates were chosen a Lecture Committee

A Course of Lectures was had during the Yinter and were of a high order of
character and gave Very general satisfaction and wes very largely attended,

Tn the Fall of 1865 the association again met mnd orpanized by the choice
of the Hon C,A, Church President

Rev, J.B.Parris

Rev. H,P. Snow Vice Presidents

1.C,Macomber  Secretary
ALW Winchester lireasurer

Lectures were again had during the winter on various subjects with good
satisfaction and very good attendance.

in the fmll of 1866 the association again met and organized by the choice
of Hon C,A, Church as Fresident.

Rev, I, Kunham

Rey, F, P, “now Vice Presidents
J.C, Macomber Secretary
N W, Winchester lreasurer

Isaac UIunham
Capt. Chas, Little ‘
Isaac Howland Lecture “ommittee

A course of lectures was agaln had during the Winter and though attended
with more trouble in procuring lecturers, the coursoof 10 or 11 lectures
passed off with genenal satisfaction,

Again in the fall of 1867 the association met and organized by the choice
of Isaac Dunham a:= President,

J.°, Parris and Vice President
Isaac Howland Secretary
N.W. Winchester treasurer

Isaac Dunham ‘
Capt, M. Cumisky Lecture “ommittee
Capt. “has. Little



Again a course of lectures was had during the winter, were well attended
and although of not so high an order as those of previous years, passed off
with general satisfaction.

In the fall of 1868 the association again met and organized by the choise
of J.B., Parris as President,

Rey, H,P, Leonard

Rev, G, Dean Vice Presidants
Doct. Luther D, Kidder Secretary
N.W. Winchester Treasurer

Rey. H, P, Leonard
Rev. G. Dean Lecture Commistee
Capt. M.Cumisky

A course of lectures were hidld Auring the winter, These were several dis-
appointsments from the non fulfillment of the lecturers to meet their en-
gagements, and the degenerate character of some of the lectures, though the
lecture committe done all in thejr power to get the best class of lectures
that they could obtain but lecturers were Very Scarce, particularly those
within the reach of the association. The foregoing records are made from
memory and may be incorrect in some respect.

Thuesday eveniang Pec. 7, 1869 The association met agreeable to the follow/
owing notice.
A meeting of the lecture association will be holden this Tuesday evening
Dec. 7, 1869 at 74,0 clock at the vestry of the Pacific Union Church for
the choice of officers for the ensuring year, and the transaction of all
necessary business that may come before said meeting.

Signed
L. D, Kidder, Secty

lhe meeting was called toc order by Rev, H.P. Leonard, the following officers
were chosen

J.B.Parris was chosen President

H.P, Leonard
Jn  C, Macober Vice Presidents

John L. “nthony Secretary

N,W. Winchester Treasurer

J.B, Parris

N.W. Winchester

Capt. R, W, Crapo Lecture Committee
H.P, Leonard

N.W. Winchester the treasurer reported a ballance in the treasury of about
($38.00) Ihirty Bight Yollars.

Woted that the sum of fifty cents be paid nipptly the lectures are held, to

the saxton for his services, in making a fire lighting the house ringing
the bell and attending the doors. N /

Voted that th - i
Voted that the secretary be and ip, he[EbY FEQueplflata,kecp o reccord



Mived and voted to aﬁourn
J.L. Anthony, Secretary

Tuesday Evening Decr. 21, 1869

The opening $ecture was deliv ered this evening by the Rev. J.W. Butler

of PFall River. (Subject) Individualism as compared with the JYodyism of the
present day., The lecture was full of whit and humour , and the lecturer
_jabiyred to infuse a spirit of self individualism for God and Man that shall
remain as immortal in the ages to come, as it now appesss in the lives and
Gharacters of those who have lived in the ages that have passed,

Monday evening Decr. 27, 1869

The lecture for this evening had to be posponed on account of the severe
sickness of the Rev. J.D. Kingthe lectrer of Fall River.

i

Westport Monday evening Jany 3, 1870

The lecture this evening was delivered by “r. Mabnnold the high school
teacher of this village who very kindly consented as there was no other
person engaged to fill the opening.

His subject was, Wanted A Man.

The lecturer commenced by saying that Hiogonuse the great Greehian
Philoscpher was observed one day in the streets of Athens at mid day
seeking some thing with a lighted candle, and when asked the #bject of
his search replied a man, the lectneer said he wished to enlist man and if
there were anyjy present who came up to his requirements he would like to
engage them,.

After giving a very terse discription of those who stiled themselves
men but were found wanting according to his standards, he very vividly
drew the standard of character of the men and gentlemen he wanted. His
lecture was illustrated by, a number of pleasing and interesting ancedotes
and was well listened to and highly spoken of by hhose who h{id it,

J. L. Anthony Secry
Monday Evening Jany 17th & 70

This evening being rainey, the lecturer Rev, I.H.Coe did not come, and
at 8() clock the audiance concluded to have a discussion on Capital Punish-
ments, and was partisipated

(note-- This record should have been on the other side)

Monday Fvening “any 10, 1870
(note-- This should have been recorded on Fag 7)
No%, lecture was had this evening The lecturer Doct Stearns of New Bedford
wrote a letter, which was received Monday evening at 5 0 clock stating that
he had been taken suddenly j11 adn could not be present to filfill his
engagement.
JeL. Anthony  Secery.



Monday evening Jan§y 24, 1870

A lecture was delivered this evening by the Key, Mr, Winsor of the 4th
street Methodist Chirch New Bedford subject

The Bmerican Home. Its constitution and abuses --
The @ecturer very graphicly pictured the retrun of sailors and soldiers
to theér Home Sweet Home, and the beauties and levliness of home, also the
abuses to which many homes suffer from various couses. and what would make
a pleasant, lovely and happgy home,

The lectuee was listened to, verry attentively and with interest
by the audiance and gave good satisfaction,

J.L. Anthony “ecretary

Monday evening Jany 31, 1870

A lecture was delivered this evening by the Rey, K,5, Batchelder of New
Bedford Sub ject Courage

The lecturer commenced by saying that his theme was of that character it

would not admi © of his disappointing his audiance by not coming though,

it was a snow storm, for had he done so, and delivered his lecture at a sub-

sequent time, his audiance might well say, he did not possess much courage,

that a little snow should prevent him from keeping his engagement thsi evening.
He said these were three kinds of courage, the animal, inter--- lectual,

and the moral, Ahe animal, we see exhibited in the prize fighter, wrestler

and all surbh gldiatorial exhibitions, lhe interlectual was seen in the

marked men who have, under trials disappointments and every obsticles,

become scholars, and men of science.

Those possessing the moral were those who dared to do the right and whether
in the mor jority or minority hac the moral courage to maintain and adhere
to the right,

it was found in those who had the moral courage to govern their, own
appitites, and habits, and dispositions, It also possessed the element
and principle of a given motive, the accomplishment of a desired object,
and was the power propﬁling one on to final success.

It was this one idea, the
accomplishment of this one object, the one motive in view, that made
Genaral “rant a great hero and place? Nin in the For front of inmortal mein.

The lecture was well received and listened to with profound attention
throughout, and at its close a vote of thanks to the lecturer was passed for
his able an instructive lecture and he inreturn expressed his thanks to the
audiance for the attention they had given him in its delivery.

The president J.B.Parris then announced as the lecturer for next Monday
evening Hon J.B.Congdon of New Bedford. ihe audiance was then dismissed
J.L.Antony Secy



Monday evening Feby 7, 1870

This day was verry pleasant and the evening was pleasant and delightful as
spring, which made it verry pleasant and gortunate for the lecturer Hon.
James 5. Congdon Esq. of New Bedford,

The lecturer took for his subject The Christian Gentlemen, as exhibited i
in the 1fe an? character of William Rotch.

The lecturer spoke of his sefling on Nantucket and carrying on the Whal-
ing Business, of the breaking out of the Revolutionary War, of the nutral
position the jphabitants of the island took separated as they were from
the mainland, and composed mostly of the denomination called Quakers, of
their famishing suffering condition, and of the self sacraficeing labours
of Wm. Rotch, of his going to New port and obtaining an interview with
General Putman and laying the matter before him and of obtaining from his
a permit to send out a certain number of whaling craft, for it would be
beneficial to the Brittish Government, for about all the 0il taken was sent
to London for a market.

He Mp, Roatch was summond before a committe of the legislature of Mass-
achusetts then setting at Watertown on a charge of treason, in communicat-
ing with the Brittish and for their landing on the island but he told the
committee they of the Island were Quakers who did not believe in the taking
of human life, that they had no armes or fortifications of any kind and they
could not prevent the Brittish from landing and the continental did the same,
that the guns of which he had a large number he sent away in his whaling
vessels and bhe bayonetts belonging to them he took down to the end of
long wharf and threw them into the water, through he had been offered large
sums for them, He plead his case so succesfully in 2 christian spirit, and
with such gentlemanly deportment and condor, that he was acquitted of the
charge and returned to his home.

At one time while Mr. Roatch and others were proceeding from Nantucket
to Sandwitch to attend one of their Quarterly Meetings, they were captured
by a Brittshh cobf 't and Mr. Roatch and his company were ordered into
a boat and made for shore, but to do this Mr, Roatch did not seem inclined,
and an officer stepped up to him, drew his sword and threatened to cut his
head off if he did not comply with the command, Mr, Roatch unintimidated
by his treat spoke to the of ficer on this wise T demand of thee the treat-
ment due from the captor to the captive, In a short time the brittish

cruiser was captured by an American cruiser and Mr, Roatch and his company
were restored to théir vessel and proceeded on their way to Quarterly Meeting.

After the war Mr. Roatch went to London to obtain favors of the ‘rittish
crown in establishing the waling business from some port in Enlang. but after

laying his plans and request before the Prime Minister the Hon Mr. Pitt and
waiting for an answer four months, without getting one He apnlied to the
Government of France in person, had an interview with the French Minister
Mirabeau and in 5 hours his requested was granted and subsequently he estab-
lished the whaling business at the port of Dunkirk in Erance which has been
continued to the present time.

The lecture was verry attentively listened too by the audiance and
gave very general satisfaction

J.L.Anthony “ecretary



Monday Evening Feby 14, 1870

The lecturer for this evening was the Rev. Mr, Lyon of New Bedford -~
Subject True Manliness,

The lecture was a verry plain and practical and ought to be followed
by every young man, farticularly by those who wish to establish a charcter
in youth which is of more value than gold.

The lecture was well listened to with gpod attention, and was afterward
spoken highty off.
It was announced that Doct. Quint of New Bedford would deliver the next
lecture on Monday evening Feby 21, 1870, JLA.Clerk

Monday Lvening Feby 21, 1870
There was no lecture this evening Doct Parris receivéng a letter from
Rev. Doct Quint on Priday daying his throat was in such condition he
should not be able to preach in his church on the sabboth and therefore
could not be able to fulfill his engagement here on Monday evening.
Jo L.Anthony Clerk

Monday evening Feby 28, 1870

The seventh lecture was delivered this evening by Rey, Mr., Walker of Fair-
haven

The theme of his subject was the Reformer He spboke of what must con-
stitue a great reformer, and said with the exception of one, the sonk of
Yod, he considered Martin Luther as possessing the type of the greatest
the world has ever, known,

The lecture possessed much Aeep thought and much truth, and was illus=-
trated with many spicy and witty apeedotes.
It was beautifully delivered and there was close attention given to it,

J.L. Anthony Clerk

Monday Bvening March 7th 1870

The eighth lecture was delivered by the ®ev. Bolon Cobb of Medford. Sub-
ject, Lhe Matter of Fact Man,
The attendence was not large as it had been snowing all day as it also did
this evening. ihe lecturer spoke of a class of men in the world that were
not matter of fact men and gave his discription of them, And then spoke
of those and gave their traits of character that were Matter of Fact Men,
He said they were found one came from the cottage of the poor and from the
mansions of the rich and were those on whomm the world could rely.

lhe lecture was closely listened to by those present and weél received,

The president announced Rev, Mr. “oe of New Bedford as the lecturer for

Monday fvening next ™arch 14th
J,L.”nthony Clerk

March 14th 1870

The Nenth secture was delivered by Rev, Mr. Coe.

The tenth sect was delive D . New, B
vcrryeghinlycagggnded tﬁé;erﬁggngyn gigsuﬁ 5§§ gnﬂgngegboﬁgoﬁgslﬂngﬁé.

The course was now closed for the season as the evening were getting short



and obtaining lectures very difficult. |
JeL. nthony “ecry

1871 January 20th
ine association was called together under the following notice.

NOTICE
The members of the lecture association and all others who fell interested
in having a short course of lectures delivered the present season are hereby
requested to meet at the vestry of the Pacific Union Church, on Friday even-
ing next Jany 20, 1871, at 7 ) clock to consult and take duch action upon
the subject as may be deemed necessary.

Westport Jany 17th 1871
J.L. Anthony Secretary

Friday Evening Jany 20th 1871
Meet agreable to the above notice
Ihe meeting was called to order by J.P.Parris and the minutes of
the last meeting read by the secretary, ‘he meeting proceeded to elect
the necessary officers for the year ensuing,

J.B,Parris was chosen President

H,P.,Leonard and

N W, Winchester w v Vice Prsdidents
J.&. Antony " " Secretary
N.W, Winchester " Tgeasurer

N w, Winchester
J,.B.Parris

H,P, Leonard Lecture Committee
Capt Geo. Macomber

The Treasurer reported that there was now in his hand s 45 dollars. and
a few cents over.

There semed to be a unamimous desire to make na effort to
have s/me fectures and to have them commence as scon as prssible, It was
also agreed to pay the Jecturers ten dollar: for each loéture inslead of five
as had heretofore been done,

1t was voted. That the priGe of season tickets for the
course be fifty cents each and for single ticKts fifteen cents each,

The following persons agreed to take the number of tickets set agginst their
names

i p, Leonard 2 J.L. Anthony 4
J.B. Parris 2 Pred Gifford 1
J.C. Macomber 2 Geo Macomber 4

L.D, Kidder 2 N.W.Winchester 4

There beign no further business before the meeting voted to adjourn without

d
ch}.L. Anthony Secretary



Wednesday Evening Jany 25, 1871

The opening lecture was delivered by Rev. Mr. Haynes 66 Fall River /
Methodist. Subject The Yankee Abroad, The speaker gave an account of
his visit and travels thoomgh Londdon and to some of the prominent places
therein, Such as the Tower, Parliment House, Temple Bar etc. He spoke of
his visit to the House of Commnas, of his being armed with a letter of in-
troduction to the Hon, John Bright one of the mmmbers but on the arrival
at the gate he was stopped by the guard of Police Officers to whoom he
showed his pass, but they took no notice of it nor him, H e observed other p
passing without any hinderance and he was imbelled to know what the matter
was they would not let him pass, but in a short time from what he had seen it
come to his understanding and  taking an English shilling into his hand
he stepped up to an officer and put out his hand observing that it was a
fine day, and the same time he dAropped the shilling into his (the officers
hand who, put him through the gate in double quick time nto the house of
Commons, Parlament commences it s sessions at 4 O clock in the afternoon
and continuing its sessions into, and often through the night till 4 or 5 in
the moring. Yhe house of “odmons consist of about 600 members, though

it is verry, seldom they are all there at one time, and when such an occur-
rance does happen the seats on the floor and in the galery will not hold
them by some 30 or 40 who have to stand up in the most convenient place

they can get,

He also gave a short account of his visit in Farris and of his being

an eye witness of the riot which took place while there he said in one street
which he named there weee gathered 50,000 people Barricading the street etc
But Nepolion 3 sent a body of cavelry of 4000 down trhough the street 4
abrest who marched right through the rioters fallinglack just enough to

let them pass., He then sent ant8her body of the same number, with 4000 in-

fantry with fixed bayonets at charge who swept the sidewalks while the
Calvery wwept the middel 66 the street. In one hour after the speaker
walked through the street for nearly 2 miles and the only persons he saw
was 3 police men the mob having been all dispersed and flying for their
homes. He also spoke of his rides through the streets of Paris and over the
walls encircling the city, as all the streets that runp oujt of the city

are so constructed that they run over the walls like going up and down a
hill at an anple of about 40 degrees, nor rlo you see the walls for as you
approach it there is a high fence which runns over the wall 30 or 40 feet
on each side up to 2 large building, and in case of neceiity as now is
while being beseaged by the German “rmies, all that has to be done is to
dig down the street upon the outside and then you have it Ehrfcct wall
and mote or ditch as there is to any other nar/of it. He also spoke of his
visit to Strassborgh that old city of France, of its Great chathedral with
its lofty spire of 580 feet of its wonderful clock that has runn so many
years, of the large gathering every day of perscons from nearly every part
of the world just befnrée the hour of twelve to witness the opening of a
door and the appearance of a . youth, a middle aged man, fcllowed by an ol and
grey headed man leaning on his staff, marching round in front and disap-
pearing on the other side of the Dial -- These were followed by t he twelve
apostle and when the last one disappeared a rooster came out &h
and crowing and the old clock struck the hours of twelve. <Lhe multitude
dispeased then to be gathered again on the next day by more or less strangers



who had never seen the wonderfull clock which had occupied the long life
time of an engenius mechanic to construck.
The lecture occupied one hour in its delivery and was listened too with
marBed attention, and well applauded at its close .
JoL. Anthony  Secretary

Monday evening Jany 30, 1871

The lecture this evening was delivered by the Rev. Mr, Knowlton of New
Beflofd Subject Lthe Road to Succes.

The lecturer commenced by saying there were two great classes in the world,
or that the world was dévided into two great classes. the succesful and the
unsuccesful and among the first of the latter was our grand-parents Adam and
Eve. For when their creator had nlaced them in the garden and given them
every thing necessary for their happiness, they being the owners of all the
lands, the mines of gold, coal and prtrolivm, yet they were unsuccesful,
for they did not succed in keeping that blissful state in which they were
placed but by transgression fell from it. Nor do those succeed who live

for worldly honors, and fame, and fashion. That the road to success was

a straight and narrow path but which had many bye paths leading off from

it which were alloring and attractive intc which many turned. ihe specula-
tion, and the politicain he said were not on the road to success. But that
man who began the world with good health with two good hand , with a good
character, w ith ambition and emulation with love to God and good will to-
wards his fellow man was on the road to success. A man te succeed must
have a purpose to labour for and a will to persevere 1ike Elias Howe a

Mr. Koberson, Cyrus Field, John Jacob Astor, C, VanderBuilt, A,T.Stewart,
who from foor boys became men of fame, welth and history.

He sajd a man to succeed must keep a sharp lookout and not be like the man
who while shingling his barn on a very foggy day shingled off on to the fogg
and when the fogg cleared off had lost much of his labour and shingle by
not keeping a sharp lookout.

The lecture was one and half hour long and well listened to and much liked,

The pres, announced the Rev, Mr. Coe as the lecturer for the next monday
night, and the society ad journed
J.L, Anthony Secretary.

Monday Lvening Feby 6, 1871

Ine lecture this evening was delived by the Rew. T.H, Coe of New Beford,
Subject —The influence of home in the formation of character.

The speaker commenced by saying that home influence began in verry
1jfe even at an earlier age than the most of us was aware, That in in-
fapcy the mother probably excrted a greater amount than any other person.
KH& showegd the pernicious influence everted upon a child by exciting it
to anger, by leaving it all day to the associations of other children, who
had been surrounded by bad influence to the i1l theatment of a step father
or mother, stating that in his expierence as truent officer, and of his duty
to look after neglected children and fuvenil offenders, that in nearly, if
not all the cases, of crime in youth and manhood could be traced back to
home education, and by education he meat, the influences in training of
the moral character while young. He, gave a number of illustrations coming
under his own experience in the city of New bBedofd to substanciate the facts
he had laid down. ‘he lecture was listened too vrry attentively, and oc-
cupied one hour in delivery, but was thought by many to be a more feeble
effort than they had ever listened too of his

J.L “nthony Secretary.



Monday evening Feby 13, 1871

Thege, being no 1lecturer for this evening %r. Narren the teacher of the
High School kindly offered to give a selections of readings which he did; free
to all. His selections were from ‘ennyson, and “hakespears of Hamlet,
His rendering and reading were verry good and gave good satisfaction,
J.L Anthony Secretary

. Monday evening Feby 211, 1871
The éecturc this evening was delivered by the Rev, Mr, Batcheldor of
New Bedford.

Sub ject Se1f “ontroll.

The lecture was one of the most interesting and instructive of the sea-
son thus far and Mr. Warren the teacher of the High School pronounced it
one of the best he ever listened to --

Y.L. Anthony Secretary

Monday evening arch 13, 1871

The fifth iectureof the course was delivered this evening by the Rev,
S.W, Butler of Fall “iver.
Sub ject Llake Your Chance

The lecturer said God had given to every man a chance. But not to every
man the same chance, ZEvery young man had the chance to aspire to the
presidency of these “n.,S. but only one of twenty millions of the male
population could fill the presidentéal chair NMNepolion third availed him-
celf of every chance to be at the had of the people of France and after
serveral fruitless attemps and banishments he availed himself of the re~
bellion which dethroned “ouie Phillipi to get into france and get elected
to the chamber of deputies and from thince to Pres. fo France thencd Fres,
for 11 years from thence pee emperor with the line of decent in his heirs
to the throne. The speaker named a large number who had taken their chance
and hed passed away leaving e¢heir names and acheavements immortal on the
page of history.

The lecturer elucidated his subject by a barber shop, which was always
conducted on the true democratie principales, each sustomer took his chance,
whether he was of Ethiopian, or circassian badodd it made no differance if the
customer was from the highest walks of life and state, and one who was
from the lowest walks was before him in the chance he must be served first
if he claimed to be, ,

The lecture was listened too with muc| attention and was very in-
structive and high 1y spoken of . At the close of the lecture “r. Butler
who is an excellent s/nger, sanﬂ three pieces much to the gratification
of the audiance,. -

John ..Anthony “ecry.

*hurday evening March 23, 1871

The sigth secture of the seasonwas delivered by ‘ev. Mr. Walter of Pairhaven
Sub ject Now to get on in life,

The speaker commence by saying that we all began, to get on in life from

our birth to childhood from childhood to youth, from youth to manhood and

from manhood to old age or death,He said wvery young man and women and

particulaarly the young men should make up his mind that he would be
somebody, that he would truthful and honest and.muit in order of su%eed in
1ife have a definite object in view and pursue it to its acquirement.

Many young man had been greatly injured by having wealthy parents or



connections by being helped into business or positions in 1ife, thinking to
helpthem on in life by giving them a favorable start, but they leaning on
their fathers fortune or to the death of some odl uncle, for the means to
carry them through life, fell intc g state of indolince and laziness with
no define purpose to do fom themselved and there fore accomplished nothing.
He stated that nearly all the great of the past and present in the wor 1ld
who by their philosaphy their discoveys, of the sciences, their inventive
genius, the great statesmen and the profound schoolar who has contributed
so much to the present history, and knowledge of the world were from the
verry humblist walks in life.
The lectrue was one of much practical benefit to the youdng it
occupied 1% hoirs in delivery and was listened to withcdeep and thoughful
attention,

J.L. Anthony Secretary
Westport July 22 1879

Afeeable to notice a meeting was held this Saturcay evening Feb,22 and ®o-

organi-ed by the choice of Isaac Howland as moderator and N,w, Winchester,

and Tsaac Howland were chosen a committe to procure a lecturer, and to

use up the funds now on hand together with what might be ebtained from the

sale of tickets, N.,W. Winchester the treasurer reported that the funds now
on hand with its accummulated interest amounted to



The ﬁenealogy of #nn Eliza Dennis Harrison :
Comptled by her son Peleg Demanis Harrison

Manchester, New Hamp., Aug 1909

Ann Bliza Dennis was born in Westport Setp. 10, 1819 dau, of
Peleg and Mshsla (Snell) Dennia

Capt. Hobert Dennis, master of the ship "Twwe Lov," brought émigrants
td thhs country as early as 1635. He was chairman of hhe commision sent
by Cromwell in 1652, to Va. to secupethe allegicnce of the Colony., It is
probable that Hobert Dennis, who settled in Portsmouth, Rk.I. , was the
gon of Capt. Hobert VPennis.

The first mention of Hobert Dennis yet met in his purchase of twenty
acres of land in Portesmouth, E.I., from Job Hawkins and Jane, his mother,
widow of Richard Hawkins, of Boston, Aug. 25, 1656, in the deed of which
he is demominated a "planter," He wans ndmitted o Freeman in Portsmouth
in 1671.

On the 19th of Nov., 1672, he married Sarah, Dau. of Henry and Mary (Newlamd
Howland, of Duxbury, Mass., "at the house of Joshua Coggeshall, of Fortsmotith,
before the neople of God,"

It is thoupht thst he was of Enplish Ancegtry. He was probably in middle

or advance life when he married . His will was dated “ay 11, 1691, he died
June 5, 1691, and his will was proved July 2, 1691,

Tle was the progenitor of a'ong line of friends, snd in 1672 he deeded
land for a Friends' burial ground in Portsmobtp; in his own words, "for the
love I besr the truth end the people of God, which in scorn are called

tunkers," The burial ground is in the rear of the yuaker Hill Meeting House,
and there he was buried.

George Yox, born in England in July, 1624, the founder of the society
of Friends, visited Portsmouth in 1671, and preached in this house, which
hag been called the most interesting, historically, of any house of worship
in America. This house was standing within a few years and was little changed.

Robert Dennis was a committeec in 1676 to ghoose Keepers of Indisn Prison-
ers. He was a member of the legislative House of Deputies of the Colony, 1673-

84, He accummulated considerable property in R.I and New Jersey., In 1691,
he bwaght 150 a. of 1l nd in Monmouth County, N.J: of Zededinh Allen, who
wes his brother-in-l,w, he having married Elizabeth, a sister of Sarah How-
rentr-kpfefiah-81ien land, Zedeltinh Allen was a judge of the bench with Saim-
vel Bennis, a son of Thomas Dennis, who came from Fng, to Salem, Mass.,

June 1%, 1630, with John Winthrop., who was governor of Mass. Bay Colony,
1637-40,

Thomes Dennis settled in New Jews He mgy have been a redative of Robert

Dennis. The descenents of lobert Dennis were Friends fa'e & number of gener-
ations. Some of them removed to N,Y New J, and Western Stated, where they
conbinued to be Friends and leading eitiz'ns in the communities where they

resided. '

As a mule the Dennises were tall and erect, even in advanced life . Vle read

of families in which bhoth faler and sons were more than 6% in height,

Sarnh Howleand -- wife of Robert born in Duxbury 1645 died 1712 burried
beside husband in the rear of the (uaker Hill Meeting house,

Henry bbrtler of John came in the Mayilower in 1620 (John) Bllis history

of New Bed. says: "Were the early records of Duxbury in existance, we should
know more of the life of this nobleman, They were probably buorned in Miles

Stadsd ishes's house, as at that time Alexander Standish who lived with Miles,
vas clerk of the town."

oy




Cooks, Briggs, Waites in this family came to Tiverton

lMercy sometimes cclled Mgy Tripp who merried Thomas Waite, 1711, was born
in 1689 dau. of Joseph and M@hitable (Fish) Tripp.
Jéoeph snd Mehitable Tripp were of Portsmouth K.I. and Dartmout, Masas,
Their children were John 1668
Thomas 1670
Jonathan 1671

Paleg 3
Ebenezer 7}
James 77
Alice 79
Abtal 81
Mehitable 83
Jhaeph 85
Jabez 87
Maxy 89
Daniel 91

Josevh Tripn was theson of Hon, John Tripp of Portsmouth
Tohn Tripp wes born in 1610 and was admitted an inhabitent of the Island

of Acuidneck in 1638 ., He married Mary, dau, of Anthony Paine,

On May 31, 1643 John Tripp vas gronted 3 a, of land in Portsmouth.

He was Deputy to the H.I, Assembly a large number of terms from 1648 to 167Z.

Commisssioner in 1655, and Assistant, 1670-75-74-75. He died in 1678

1660 Richard Kirby
Ephrom Macomber 1749-50 married Fatience I'ish -- Tiverton
Ephraim Macober was a‘toldier in the Rev. Seviece under Capt. Igane Cook an

Col. John Cook. Living after 1835 becasue he came to see Mary A E. Crapo

from Tiverton to Westoort, remarking that he game to see the dau. of his grand-

daughter, L

Robert § Dennis, born 1762 married Elbe ® Macomber, born 1771.

Tived in Tiverton and then vemoved to West. Else (on her sravestontAlice)
Dennis died 18%4 and burried near her home in W, Records of Elder Daniel
Hi\p\fs chureh, Dart, give the date of her death as Dec. 15, 1874.

Hobert Dennis merried, deond, 1837 lrs. Sylivai (nece Peckham) Hyer, of Vart.

by Elder Daniel Hix, He died 185l. and was buried near the old homestend in W,

had two childred -- one m rried Nahala Snell of Troy. (Peleg)
Almedin nresume she was born in W, 1813  She matried Gideon Gifford both af

Wa

7 %3 children one nammed Sally, born in W,

ks jomtpen DF Higtory of Llder Yaniel Bix's church -- which I failed to
copy when — was lomned the book some ye' rs apo by Uncle Geo. Crapo, I think
cougin Oythis Pear ce has the book,

Snell family -- married "reclove --Sarah descendoent of Marris Freelove
Hannah (Porter) Wilbur _
Samuel -- wife ann, % sons Samuel, Joseph and ~hadroek,

Ann dau, of Thomas Bradford *ng.

Sam. 1 Wilbur wes freeman of Boston 1633 and ddmitted into the church
there 18%% He was a follower of Mrs. Ann Hutchinson, ene of the founders
of Portsmobtuhm, assessor, surveyor constable, clerk of the trein band,

Second nmarriede E1iz. the widow of Thomas Lechford, first lawyer ot prac-
tice in Boson.

1791 Amos Snell,Sr. lived east of the No. Watuppa Lake, near 4ndian To
Naas., soldicrs and sailore of the Rev, Vol XIV p, 588 gives his services
Amoss Snell of Frectovm. He was commissioned sec. Liet. July 5, 1776
Children of Amas and Susannah Snell Job Abigall Geo. Amos

Job b. 1763 mar. Lbigail Winslow

o 'm"




P35

A, Kenelme Winslow mar. Katherine ---- will dated 1607 .His estaes were Clerken
@an end Newport place, Hempsey, Fng,

B. Bdward Winslow, son of Kenelme of Droitwick and Hempsey, Worchester County
Ene. bo 1560 died 1631 He married birst Hleanor Pelham, and sfter her death
he mar, Magdlen Ollyver, Nov, 4, 1594 at 5t. Bride's London

they had 8 child
Edward, b, Oct. 15, 1595 mor, first at byden, 'olland,
Eliz Barker, second, =t Plymout, Mass Susannah, (Tilley) widow of VWm. White

Ellen Newton -- husband John Adams -- 3 children
Domes merriedl 1666 UVrancis, Yan,. of Wm, Vassall of Scituate.
#1lne ond Kenelm, 3 child. Job 1641 mar. futh ---
command of a Train Band of Freetown. 1702with rank of Liewt,
their children =--- John Timdale 1 mar, arah £ widow 1 VWalker, who came
jn the =hip Blizm. freom Londohn 1625, John Sarah settled in Duxbory 169
removed to Taounon ofle of the 26 purchers os Freeton. port of Assonet Villoge
18 now locat ‘ed. secectman of Tautno 1672 housge burned by the Indians
and he sail 1675

Thomas Terry married Anna (Rogers( Tislale, widown of John 2 Tisdale
Anna sometmes called Hannah, Yobers, Tisdade wis the dau, of Hohn 2 , Thmas 1
lkosers. Thom:s and his son Joseph came on tho “oythwler
John Kobers will was sted aug., 26, 1691 father of 4
John who married Eliz. Pabodie
Anna, John Tisdale, Jr.
Bliz. Hathaniel %illima
Abigail —-~—-= Richmond

181% Barnea Snell and Bebecca Taber married

1814 Simeon Snell and Luey Taber, both of w, Limeon and Duey Taber mar,
Job Snell removed Hrom Freetown to ",

1801 Bon John and Naney “ifford both of w.

Tobs Widow Abigail removed to Tiverton, died 1847 bur. in W. at the Head of the
River, I presume, where her home had been.

Job soldwer during the Rev,

1813 W, Peleg Yennis of W, and Mghala Snell of 'roy. Elder Daniel Hix.

They live in W. and were members of Elder Daniel Hix's Chureh, Dsrt. as were t

the fathers, mother snd stepmother of Peleg.-They we Mahala Joined the church

1875, and Peleg 1829, The were dismissed in Dec, 1857 to inssist in organizing

the No., W. churdh. in early fifties they removed from W, to the northern
section of Tiverton, ¥nown as Harrisionville, which since 1862 hes been a pard
oz BT, “Mahala died 1868 Peleg 1869 married in W,

Ann Eliz. 1819 mar. John Harrison (grandfather ( of Liverton
Ann Eliz Dennie of W, 1838
John born Liverton 1816 the son of Wm. a nne March Peckham Harrison
children John and Eliz, born in Harronville
Alver Henry 1839
Wm, Francei 1841
Peleg Yennis 1843

John Horrson ma . second, “arah Ann, dau, of Maj., Lyman and Eliza (Drown(
Snell, they had Alelaide Eliz. now the wifeo of Thomas W, Fuller of KF.R.
Joyn died in F,R, 1887 widown 1907




Notes from Clipping Miss Ellis loaned me from her writings
to the Standard Times == From June 4 to March 3lst d44-45

1,000 lived in New Bed, in 1795

article on ipon -- In our Whaling Museum on Johnny Cake Hill, in one
of the casem you mi¥ see an old iron tobaco pipe made in very much the
s#me shape as the old clay "Churchwardens,” This pipe begonged to Capt,
Paul Cuffee who was a famous and Successful whaling captain. He was born
on Cuttyhunk Island in 1759 of a Negro father and an Indian mother of the
Wampanoag tribe, Through his own initiative, Paul CuffeeJr. Taught him-
€6lf navigation, and later built whaling ships that sailed in many

ters. Druing the latter part of his life, in 1815, after he had made
a substantial fortune he interested himself in earrying some of his
ople on his brig, the Traveler, to Sierra Leone where the English had

unded a colony for the Negro people. Catii, Cuffee felt the Negroes in
1s country had an unfair struggle ahead'of them to complete with the

whiite race,

cr H

Cthts --- The ends of these chests are worth your notice with the rope
beckets that made for easy handling and were wometimes used to keep the
chests lashed to the deck,

Panl Ciffee, a Negro who at the are of 16 went on & whaling voyage along
the cost in 1776 and waes cantured by the British and imprisoned in N.Y.

n the entry into the New Egqn, Kitchen is the old closet door taken
from the Judah Butler House that stood on Clark's Point, The house was
built in the early 18th Cen, it was fired upon from the British ship Nim-
rod and broken into by the British soldiers. This dopr shows that it was
foreed open,

In|the early Colonel days the Tireplace was often 8 feet wide for wood

was plentiful and whole animals could be roasted in such fireplaces,
!Bridkﬂ we know to have been made in the early 17th cen. in New Enghand

ng the coast where clay was found the chimneys were made of brick

le inland they were made of field stone.

The oven is at the back of the fireplace and there is a brick shelf

the tin¢ door to rest upon, These ovens were built with a rounded

or and adome top in order to have the heat rotate, To bake in this

oven a fire was made in it; probably birch wood was used as it gave great
heat, the- When the oven was well heated, the ashes were removed with the
iron ®eel ash peel and brushed out with a birch broom. Then oak or cabbage

leaves might have been spread on the oven floor and on these went the loav-
es of bread. A very long slow baking made this bread especially gocd.

he large g-te-leg table shows the use of walnut wood for the turned
Jackbean legs snd stretchers, and wide boards of maple make the top,

This tablestood for mnay years in the kitchen of the old Wilcox house,
comionly known as the Handy Tavern, on the road above HI¥X Bridge in Westp
por

hells bwrned for lime., In the old days captains and owners of sailing
ships, that traded among the islands of the Pacific, ma@ie fortunes by mean
of Yshell money," taking advantage of the variations in the rates of exh
change. Visitng South Sea Islands, the-same-eaw these traders would bar-
ter| goods for the cowry shells Then, sailing to Africa, the

. ¥y would ex-
chamge the shells for gold, ivroy, slages or any toher éommoditiea worth




mamy times the price of the a ticles they traded, for 00 or 300 cowries
equaled $1. You can see in one case a large triton shell which was un-
doubtedly used abord shipas a Bog horn.

Jan, 14 '44
Ricketson-Sherman house stood on east side of Horseneck K., about 2 miles
gouth of Macombers Corner ----
#m Ricketson came to Dartmouth from K.I about 1684 when he built his
home. He was a miller by trade and he had his mill on the brook below his
1se where undoubtedly this old mantel was sawed, In one of the wall
ses is an old map of Westport, survedyed and drawn by S, Bourne in
31, on hich you can identify this house and brook, and, slso, on the
er dide of the East branch of the Acoaxet River, you can see the dot
presenting the house of Caot. Paul Cuffee which is still standing, and
om which the wide wall boards were taken that encloses this exhibition,
oper Gaw, who owns the Paul Cuffee hous¢, gave the Society this wall
rd and it is most fitting to have this remmant from the home of Capt.
ffee, as he was such an outstanding figure in the early days of whaling.

rJ Or some visitors would be interested in loocking at a beautifully ens
rraved pistol, wiht carved ivory handle, that was opresented to Capt,.Edwin
D%iia by Com. B 3rd of Mggs. He wns one of » woup sent to search for
Bgoth after he shot Pre. Lincoln, Or some might look at the old mirror
tqat was used in the gurest stateroom of the Seamer Lkiver Queen which ran
teh Vineyard line for many years. This steamer wos used during the

vil War on the Potomac as a dispatch boat for Gen., Grant and Pres,
incoln made a number of trips aboard her. It might be csssumed thst
incoln used the morror.

(&)

In 1798 Benj. White of ‘Acuskmet carried on his trade of shemaking.

d boyage of the Mayflower--in 1629 Thomas Beard brought hides -paid for
ese and his services by John Winthrop, Gov. with 8B 50 acres of land
36 Philp Kertland made shoes in Lynn. Up to 1850 all shoes hand made.
At the Museum you can see the cobblers' hammer and an old lap stone

t for meny years was used by Varnum Macomber in his old cobbler shép
at stood on the Main Rd. in Westpot Point, just north of the present ¢
hool playsround, '
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When Colonial craftsment Tirst were starting the "paper steininz"
sustry the English and French worlkmen were printing eleborate paper
ngings from wood bloeks, It is difficult to determine when wallpaper
As fdrst made db this cowhtryy byt dtis known that in the provinceé of
Y. John Rugar in 1765 "produced several patterns of paper hanging,"
Phil. end Boston from 1763 to 1787 there were ssid to be makers of wall-
per. History tells us that all industries rfrom 1787 on, were in-
ired by the same incentive of indenendence, and the home tradtes,
om then on, began to create their wwn produce, vather than depend on
reign trade for their stock.

In the old Dart, section of the Museum, hanging ageinst the wide pine
ards taken from theold Paul Cuffee house, is a frame @éontaining an
1d fragment of wallpaper from the old Slcum-Wing house that stood on
rseneck Rd,, Dart, This house was built about 1790 and this scrap of
per is a fine example of the quality of paper made in this country about
00, It is obvious that ome of the design was stamped with crude wood
ocks, or stencils were used., The quality of colors is evident, and this
so can be verified by examingin the -remaints of paper that remgin on the
ne boards. In the corner, near the framed wallpaper, is a rich fragment o
avy blue paper that shows the use and lasting quality of indigo in wall
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Cofrner cupboard from Ricketson house -- that was built in So. Westport
abbut 1684, It is well to picture the deiling as resting on the top so
thet the molding on the top of this cupboard was contimied around the

of the room from which it was taken, Wm, Ricketson migreted from R.I.
anfl built his home facing toward the sea about 2 mi. s. from the present
Post Office. If you look around the dividing screen t the mantel teken
friom this seme house you get a clear picture of the type of interior that
thiis o0ld cupboard came from with the simple, but hesvy, pine molding which
wels probably msde from the trees cleared from this house-site and was
gawed in the old mill that Wim. set up on the brook flowing through his

Stace prices Feb, 4, 1796, sdvertised by Abraham Russell, $3 fare, from
v Bedford to Boston, snd one from Fetrhaven to Boston leaving Nathanbdl
od's Mondsy and Thursday et 4 a.m, snd arriving at Coleonel Coleman's
hneh of Grepes," State Street, on the evenign of the same day for {4
1797 Hr. Russell reised his fare to $3.50

rry Manchester feithful mail carrier at the Point,
d -- opening rope from slicing

hhe passageway leading from the Whaleboat koom to the Dartmouth section
the Museum ig an old transit that was made about 1823 by Henry Howland
apo who at that time was living in Dart. and was teaching in Westport,

the same time edueating himself as & surveyor. Having no funds where-
ith to purchase proper instruments, he devised and made this transit
spite of the fact that he was not & mechanic,

=

1602 Capt. Bartholomew Gosnold, and adventurer of the court of Queen
iz., organized an expedition across the Atlantie Ocean and handed in
e month of May from his ship Concord on an islend which he maned after
s Queen, "Elizebeth,", but is know to us by the Indian name ,"Cuttyhunk."
Tndian nemes of the isslands
Neushon, nonsmessett, Onkatonka and Wepecket, Nashawena, Peskinese,

ttyhunk and Penekese,

In 1607, on Whitsunday, Capt Martin Pring venttred inbo what is now
gartovm harbor end he called it Whitsun Bay. The Indian name for the
ineyard was Capawock,

e "Candle Trow" candle tree. The chandler originally made and sold
ndles but soon there were &hip chandlers and even a man selling small
res and groceries vas knewn es s chendler. The closet or box where canidle
re stored was a chandry and msny persons called candles chandles at the
ime when they were commonly used for light.

However, what were much more commonly used along the New England
ast by the early settlers, were the neandle-wood" pleces cut from the
tive pine that contained resinous pitch., These sticks were about the
jze of en ordinary candle and were stuck between the sones of the crude
ireplaces or placed in improvised holders; in burning they gave out much
oke as well as light, snd also dropped a pitchy kind of substance.
t the fragrant odor coming from the burning candle-wood as well as f{rom
e candles made of tallow or suet of myrtleberry or beyberry was so pleas-
g that is was customary to light them to sweeten the atmosphere before h

e arrivael of mests, With the rooms having low ceilings and only a few
all windows, the ventilation was something to be reckoned with. C@}
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rcussion revolvers which came into popular use during the Civil War
ricd,

» flintlocks of Revoluticnary dsys -- mede in so many small shops

rd to identify. The k776 committees of safety collected such a mixed
sortemtn of strnge firearms that Benj. Franklin sugzested it might be
#e to arm the soldiers with bows and arros,

1817 all this had changed as independence fostered = great advance here
guns manf, The so-called Kentucky rifle (oroduced by Penn. Dutch gun-
iths) ves a greast factor in turning back hhe enemy, The bettle of
Orleans Andrw Jackson's force of 3,918 lost 2@ to British 3,336,

The Kentacky model reached 42 " in length, and accurate,

Also a pistol picked up en the battlefield of Waterlco in 1815

d given to Capt. Borden Wood in 1865. A peir of matched flintlock
lster pistols is= reminiscent of how dangerous were trips by stagecoach
en such fire-arms were standard equipment for highway traveleis,
Military weapons are further revresented by two Savage Navy 1860 model
volvers with firure-eight finger guards and a Wesson single-shot Navy
r-trigger pistol of 1850, Of additonal interest ig a revolver with de-
chable shoulder stock, Colt Dragoon model of 1848,
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Notes about Westport from Clipnings Miss Bllis wrote for Standard Times

Jan, 14, 1944

Ricketson-- Sherman house stood on east side of *orseneck Rd, about
2 miles south of dMacombers “orner =---

“m, Ricketson came Lo Lopt, from B,T. about 1684 when he built his houe,
He was a miller Ly trade and he had his mill on the brook below his
house where undoubtedly this old manetl was sawed, *n one of the wall
cases is an ol map of Westport, surve yed and drawn by S. bourne in
1831, on which you can icentify this house and brook, and, also, on the other
side of the Bast branch of the “*coaxet River, you can see the dot
representing the house of Cpat. Cuffee which is still standing, and
from which the wide wall boards were taken that encloses this exhibition.
Cooner Gaw, who awns the Yaul Cuffee house, gave the Society this wall
board aa! it ic most Citting to have this remnant from the home of Capt.
Cuffee, as he was such ar outstanding gigure in the early days cf whaling.

At the “useum you can see the cobli:lers® hammer and an ol? lap stone
that for many years was usec by Yarnum ™acomber in his ol c¢obbler shop
that stood on the min Rd, in Westport L)m'nt, just north of the present
school playgzround,

Tn the old Nart. secti-n of the “userm, hanzing aginst the wide pine boards
taken from the ols Yaul “uffee house, is a frame containing an old fraguwent

of wallpaper fror the old locum-*ing house that stoocd on Horseneck #d,,

Dart. his house was built about 1790 and this scrap of paper is a fine exauple.
of the quality of paper made in this country about 1200, It is obvious that
one of the cesigns was stampe? with crude wood blocks, or stencils w ere used,
lhe quality of colors is evident, and this also can be cerified by examining

the remins of paper that remain on the pine bords, in the corner, near the
framed wallpaper, is a rich fragment of heavy blue paper that shows the use

and lasting guality of indigo in wall decorations,

Commer cupboard from Ricketson house -- that was built in 2o. West, about

1684, 1t is well to picture the ceiling as resting on the top so that

the molding on the top of this cupboard was continued around the top of the

room from which it was talken. "m. Ricketson migrated from R.+ and built his home
fadine toward the sea about 2 mil, s. from the present £,0, if you look around
the dividing screan the wantel taken from this same house you get a clear pic-
ture of the type of interior that this old cupboard came from with the simple,
but heavy, pine molding which was probably made from the trees cleared from
this house-site and was sawed in the old mill that “m., sel up on the brook
€lowing through his land,

Harry ‘anchester faithful mail carrier at the Yoint,

An old transit that was made about 1823 by Henry Howland crapo who at that time
lived in Dart, taught in west., at the same time educating himsell as & surveyor,
Having no funds wherewith to purchase proper instruvments, he devised and rade
this transit in spite of the fact that he was not a mechanic,



; Coffin, Timothy Gardner Coffin
{ ~ One of the earliest members of the Bristol bar, and leading lawyer
f of hig day In the State was Timothy G, Coffin , who was born in Nantucket
' in 1790 of humble Quaker parentage --
E ‘He married ﬁetany -- daughter of' lion, Jonn sAvery Parker of N. B. a lead-
ing Morchant or that city and at hi® death the richest men in N, Bed.
At his death 1854 the ablest layer in So. lass, (Daniel Webster thought

50 Loo)

Golby, idarrison tray Otis, Co scholarly 'as he that his mother's brother
the eminent Vr, Sewall, of Vash, took charge of hiv educetion sad saw him
through coliegs,

soved Trom Taunton Lo New B, married danzhter of John +very Farker,

Biiot, Thomas Uawes urad. from GColunmbia Uolleze, in D, ¢, 18925

'he whullnz fleet of dew. bed, 400 vedsles,

1854 he was ianvited by the Whigs orf the #et Cong. Dist, to bedome their
condidute ior Gong. (B5rd Cong, next) in the midst of the intense excibeir
ment sbtbendant wpon the intro, of the Kanses- Nebreska bill, tock part in
the debate, vud his printed aposch wes circeulsced by tne Whlg parsy to prove
iwa voncurrence wibh Lhe srowing anti-clovery zsutiment oi the obtate. ‘Whe
next year the Whig narty went down befors the Native Am. organization. Lts
wbabe tlcwet and all it members of Cong., were cefeated, okd the purty never
azsin aopeasved in phlitkcsl abiing,

Tho slavery issues wele now engaging political attentbion, The"Gonscience
Wnigs," so called in lMass, deemed bLheir old party useless for the situation,
and sougul, with the gid of the free-doll organization and praciical anti-
glavery men of all schoolsd, to orgenize anew. The result wasthe lepabliean
partys bir, Lliot was greatly interested in ise rocrmation. iHe orsenized
the 1'irgs whting of the new parby in this country.

In 1664 ae was chaiiman of the Comu. on Emancigpetion, mnd reported and
advocubed the billestabl, a 3ur, of Freedmen's Affairs, which became a law,
It was vetoed by Prs, Johnson, and was only carried over his beto by the un-
flageing zeal oad devobion of lr, Lliot,

He w:s the author of the Coolie Blll, and ils passuge we: due to his el=
fowiss lhe svstem of importation of Chinese collles Lound by lebor coantracts
vas leadinz Lo a system hardly less sbominable and desrusdine than sctual
slavery, hor@ed on & casd with Mr, Licedla, Died 1870 -- Unitarian,

Williems, Josevph hicketson -- Toledo Blade,

Indian History -- Ut was near iorse Neck Deach that Capo. Church enbtered
into the teeaty with the lndian cueen and her chiefs, and whea, io pur-
\ suance with s previous arrangement, he came to visit the queen, be found
f large nunivers of her jeople sporbting wvon Lhe marble-like surface of the
bercli, some rocing horses, some playlng st foot-Ball, aand others fisaing
fran tone rociks,

Jon Avery Parker -~ nad very limined advanbazes for an aducabion, but what

he had he liuproveil, amd by readiag and poflectiog was well inofymed in the

current events or his day, At an early age he showsd sigzns of financial

ability, and manifested a stroug desire to angube in some active business,

hence begzan mereh, In 1795 he formed a copartnership with Lemuel Milka.

of W est, Maes,, wno was engaged in btiilding vessels for e moféhant ser-

yice., ‘Uhe f¢rm_-ﬂ51{own a8 Milke and Parker, Ulssolved parbucrship, and

moved to llew Eed., Utut continued to build merchant ves:els st Hicks Lvidge,

gome three or four miles from West, ujder the supervision of his brother- .
in“=law, Levi ttandish. Among the vessels built there were the "Phoenix," e
"W.L.Packet," and Vietory", h
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I'red, Parker a son born in Westpbrt 15th May 1806.

P, 2 ~- John Avery Parker merried Averick, daughter of shadrach and lary
Standish, of Plympton, 1785, She was born’ in 1772. ohe a direet descendant

.ol Miles Standish,

Wm, Rotech -- was owner of hhe famous ship "Bedford", which first displayed
the Am, flep in Bridish weters, an event which is thus described in Larnerd's
Historw of Lnglond," _

"I'he ship 'ueford * , Cant, iloores, beglonging to the Mass, nrrived
in the Downs on the 34 of Yeo, , 1783, and was prevorted 2 the ecushon-
hovuse on the Gbh instsnt, ohe wes not allowed regular ensry ontil gome g
consulbation led token plice betwe.n the commissioners of the conabome and
the Lors of Council, on sccount of the wany acts of Parliazent in Toree
againot the rebels Of ruie  She was loaded with 400 pad 27 butte of whale-
oll, is nue bwilb, monned wnolly by Am, seamen, end bolouss to the island
of MNenbociet, in wuss, This is the Tirsv vessel which nas displayed the
1% webellicus sbriped ol Aa, in eny Eritislh poit,.”

Francis Rotcu '1750-1825), the yo g or brother of i, was alo® a f0.20e88=
ful wmerch, and the cvwner of several ships, among whieh was the “Darimounth!
from which he tea was Likown overboard in Boston naybor Dec..B, 1773,

Very inberesbing all of ib ---=

Beawvais, Jos. arthur,

Form:d rall Rijer Kailroud vo, 'Whiis corporation coucr cted with Lo,
Henry . Phelps to bulla tihe roilro o from dew Bed., bo Fall River. It wzs
opensd {or trovel Jec, 18%D,

Aeushuct sriends aoved bo Acushnet end other southern sections of kristol
"{rorns in the flesh." of I'resbyteriens. no duts for Azushnet church
but believed bo be second To the Appon, and built around 1696,a point
anciently called Yaiting Waeys, Shoe-lenther was scarce and expensive,
Those who were not Tortunute enocurgsh to hove 2 horse nnd had to walk
cume barefooted, carrying their shoes in thelr hands, snd oot them om
just Lelore wreachiung the meeting-house, Une who oracticed this scys the
favorite Vshoelng=vlace " for chose who eame up Trom bthe Fairhaven
nelzhvorbood to this chureh was the ledegn of rocks south of tha chuveh
about ¢ thousend yards, on the west side of the rairhaven road.

Dirst pestor was Rev, bam. dunt. built old parsonase n.w. corier
of' Acushnet Ave, vlicre the road thai leads Irom the vilhluze wesbwnrd
over Trr Kiln Hill cwossesit., UOied 1729, Prea, Nether Pres, minister
was H¢._I€§E == witn an ovtsbanding knovledos of the Bibtle, Also was
eccenbite snd Peculiar., His mhﬂbhh-miﬁdcdnubd wes also very remarkable,
In #oing to mill cne doy, he wt the srist upon his ovn baek snd walked to
the miller'a,leﬂding the horse by the bridle, iz supposed the orisht was on
the horde by nntil the miatake wez pointed out by o nelzhbor. On Forefathene
Day he spoke abt rlymounth in 1YYY,

The religious gociety that comes next in vrder of dute is Uhet of tLne Chiis-
tian st Long Flain, o villare ot the porth end of the doun. klder Danjel
Hix, who wns pastor of a fleourishiny church of this decomination af Hixrille,
in the dw part or Uarmowth, was iavited to hold mettings here, First build-
inb built 1796, Lunber and ocher mmterinls 178,00 smong the 'other ..i.risls
wee seven gallons of Vest Indis ru, , #n indispensable arviele in ilding

a crureh in those primitive times, 1805 Hix had to go 8 miles to pre ch
here at 550 a year in . Subsequently Rev, John Leland presched in the old
house, 7This is the msn who in 1812 got up e mammoth cheese, muinhuinr

over u ton, which was pressed in o; cider-mill, drevm to tlash, by four
horses, and presented to Pres. liadiscn,

Ira Lelend orduined, Babtist, ir, Leland remained with the churceh
about 2 years. VYent to the Second Bebtist chureh in Barnstable, Leturned
1844, Built new chwpch 1847, ‘Then he went to Lexin ton,

The ofld bedford (N.bed) meetinis held in Achuset ) town meebinps days
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were gala occasions, 'hey were zeneral hobidays, and overybody came. The

pastimes outside the house were usually foot and bat ball, shooting mateies,
and with many ¢ €illingz uo with New Zng, rum, Plenty of the latter could be
easily obhained st the half-dozen places with in' mile where it was sold,
the "taverm",

Berkley =-- Jn 1798, money belng scerce, lr, sdpndros asked tas town in wzxlh-
ing to piy his salary of 2B0. in the {ollowing manner, which vas Jdone
52 bu, corn -5/6; 15 bu. cye » 4/; & barrels flour o 33/; L2 pis. Gea
W 2/63 60 pisesugar 4 /9; 18 gal. wolasses z %/; 15 cords wood w 8/; &
tons L. Loy 4/0' 3 bu, salt o 3/; 400 1ba beef % /83 HUU Llbg. pork &
/4; 100 lra flaz L /81 40 shhp's wool  1/6; 6 pairs men's shous - 8/ ;
5 barrels oider = 6/3 200 1bs cheese /6; 100 1bs, butter w /8; cash, 16,17
(editor, wvoet, custou~houss officer in Eoston, pres. of an ins,., co. etc, a
man of fine litepery haste, Ghesa he wos L chy ol bhe =imekewse?)ilinisiry)
In 1798 theve was « subscription paper suwarted and completed with i259.00
voluntemred for the "purghase of 2 bell for the now meating-hous ¢ in Lark--
ley", A bell of 500 1lbs weight, chose San, Tobey, Simeon Puwt, aad Luther
Craen « cGllu’Jll'bhutB Lo purchase o bell in Besbou, and the aforesald com, pur-
chase a vell of “sul Hevere of 635 lbs weight © 2/7 per »d, smountiag o
$o78,37; carting hone, p2,75; total, $276.1%8,

Daytmouth: The reccrds of the ecleny of w,I, show that a Daxrt of toe oresedt
towna of Uiverton and of Little Compton were, prior to 1746, a part ol Dart.

Gough's litator, of the -vakers

Town meetinge started ot 10 a.m, no latsyr thau 4 (loed 6 penec nbsont

$ pence euch hour labes 4o wonder wihat with such rules
our ecyly cunicipel affairs were ably aunministered, 'Tu# lrue, Soue

of the lemislation of the town may seem to us btrivaill, Tor example, thab

every houscholdacr shall ill 18 blackbirds betwesn blie montis of Jan, and

May or pay o penalty for the ncglepet, end that a crow shculd count Lox

3 bluckbiris, ' -

The basterly and Westerly villaces ffieald town coulan't always get to
the &bown nectinzs becuuse ol dlsbance -=- vokbd Lo wove Lhe Towl Houds ---
evenflently it didn't solfe the popblem --next year the selecbiane inserted
an article inthe warrant, "1'o see if the verscans wio carcicd away the bown-
house will bring it back again and set i6 up in the scme place wheiv woey
took i from, in as good repair as 1t wos  when they tous 1v away, andior
the town Lo uct on the affair »s they sbould think proper." fTais Lown
house I enfer was bLhe ons vobed in L7359 to be Luilbt, bie diuensions of
whigh vere to be "¥' L nlne Teelt bebuween the Jﬂlﬂtu and 22' wide aundcl!
long, with a4 eildmney ot oue and, with & sultulle roof andvwindows ot the saalf

It wes further ogrevd st the gaid Town teébing the 28 iiay 18886 tiut Tor
mpairim, of the hipgh-ways the villuagze o Conzet shull extend 8o ier &8
Peleg Slocutis und ponsgansect village irom thece to tLezekiah Sidths and that
Cokset village shall repare bthe roedwsys rrow .the wesbormost sld of tnis
township b0 bthe east $1d oi Hocchek eiver sad bonugansett [rom thence into
the east sid of the nert swamp to the euct of the neit owanp which is aboal
the midway between tha mill and Chshiet and acushnet village to repare
from thence to bl cast side of this Gownsuip., 1t is furbher ordered ab the
town meeting the 29Lh May 1885 thob wheieas it doth ajpear that irdinn
Robben living &t Saconet did ki1l a wolf sune tluwe uvhis last year within
the township of Dar, bhat he sahll have six shillings paid unbo him out
of the town rate by the conastable at some convenlent time alter making of
this year's rate ant that any in disn or indians that shull kill eny wolves
or bares hereafter witnin this township and bring the heads of said wolf
or bare to tho' constuble sahll have six shilings paid unto him or them for
eteh wolf or bare so killed. Also ordered that the Eng. shall have tean
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the town rale by the constable.

' May 24, 1686, Coorse Cadion among froup chosen fox surveyors of the hamhwuy&
'\ Algo all mectings held at or rear the mill in Daxt,

July 29, 1709 lenry Howland wae npresd with to mele o pair of stocks snd

whipping DOShe o
Daniel RNicketson's uxcelent nEi{stary of Hew Bedford" pubs 1n 1868

Rep. of the town 1565 Joseph Tripp 1708-2 1740 "hn, iz 1810 Enhraim
Tripp 1811 13213 1814 1815 1R1% 1817

s~ 1gP7-98 Wm, P. Pocomber of Westport

—, 188l1-82 Jola 7. Gifford, of lVieatoort

ek, B, F. Ving born in Dyxt, 19728 son of Pepdon ~nd Almy (=1 ocum)

Wing. Capt Wing erccted s hecutiful heme on the farm in Dour, which

he purchased in 1855 at tle hewd of the fpponsgensett Piver, He mrxried
1801 Lidly daug. of dohn and Choaity Gifford -- she born in Westport,
:mu./ oo

Ontrivuted by S.A, Browmell, at the Family Celebration of the
EICHTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF DEACON GODFREY CORNRIL,
At His Hesidence, So. Westpot Nov, 4, 1882,

rrinted by request of the company.
8 living childrsn Daaieﬁl the elder msny hompses

5 Haohn--went to ssa, Capb, then city broker--lives at his
BasSS.
Pardon, like Daniel, deals in meatand everything else
Of wealth hi'1ll have his share he can

Jay Gould of New Bed. -Pays heavy taxes on house,

horse and lend.- He owns o whole Experiment, be capt

if he can, .
BEdwsrd , sailor boy, not for him, Produce merch.

lives in Fall River

Godfrey, Jr. must stsll home =nd till hhe Cormell

lend with father(took a schoolmsrm, for & wife.

(ideon -- odd one -- not married
Sarah and Addvﬁmmrria& good farmers
Abby

Joghua

w-- Westport's good place to live, with very much to do,
But if wealth is the object, independence to gain,
That men who tiredit would seek it in vain,
There's excepbions to every wule, though some ar® very rare,
to this muley you can except Mr. C --- , with guite a lot to spgre.
To Westport he came, many, msny years ago,
And loecated by the river's side, a farmer's work te do.
Though a trifle more productive, than the averags farms in town
No doubt many prophecies were volunteered around
That if more than a living Mr, Cornel) hdd in view,
His plans for the future would soon fall through,
Ghat &3 years rollled on, he would struggle on in vain,
That taxes and expen sges, would consume all the gain,
But years passed on, and time  fled sway,
Mr. Cornell older grew, and his hair turned gray,
Industriously he toiled, he had no lazy bones,
He made durable fandes of othe wise useless stones,

i



meadows made smoobthe the 2.1 oducta goon increasead.
%Es mbfva oTe Made Ebfa T ENe GO O Tt 0?7 his Dealtd,

The seawedd Wad oftdn® wathutharedanﬂ spread upon:the land,
And signs of his industry were seen;on every hadm, . ..
He wag economicsl and saw thet nothering went to wogte,
Shre"d in his bdsdnessosndcmadesno plens,in hastes
Though frugsl and soving, he hed a generous heart,
None to him hungreysesmes: thab;hungry-did depsyt, <5770

B D

o
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I §izes mentioned

paces 1 and 2 . N - -
* ——— ¢ At B -4 ' 19 a, 57 rods
D' ~ BAKER PAPERS o 46 a
16 a
Ba%er, Charles Tanner 6 a
James ': 1792 21 a 57 rods ; y
Job “ordwainer ’ < ot

. . e - 332
E, partly on Papl “uff C) 23

v Job Mosher
Philip Howlands no.
John “nthony “ountry Rd,
Jou tosher W,
John Anthony and partly on Priftway that runs Sol from County Rd,
so partly on County rd. and part on Jos. Soal
above land was once owned by John Anthony S i
David Willgox an : -

-

Phili» HowlanA Peed 1790
land thatwas Stenhen Luffin-ton 1791 feed
Yeleg Tripn 1792 "

enfgyland with blacesmith shop anc house the said Baker bnilt
Charles Paker shall have throu'h no nart of Job baker lanf
free pacsway by bars and gates as the old cartway now runs down to the country rd

Charles “aker is to have all the tanvats now on his rart of the land ‘

pace 3Cornell, Mirium of W, widow of Peleg ., $240.96 1812
Laker, dharles,

Howland, Isaac ’ 10a & rods ‘,

Gifford, Job 333

- Anathony, Sarah (widow Abner . Vifford 'Justice of Peace)

Page 4
Milk, Wi of N.Y $170 paid by Charles Baker and Lot “herman of w,  1€15

land near brirge over end of E, branch of Acoaxet river £ 33;7
Lemuel Milks (he bought of Job “nthony)

highway [ g
s. and e. on land b-long to John “nthony

mary Milk, (wife of Wm,

P 5 Baker, Job (cnrﬂwainér) 450 nair by Charles Laker (tanner) 1801
lot including & of a dwelline house 6 a

(Rachael *“aker) also 1837 wm, Fitch

£. 336



P6 TDevol, lavid %95 1814 . - :

v/ paid by Baker, “harles and Lot ®herman of W.

 Shop ¢r buildings called a shoemakers shop head of W. river p.335
same as that Pavid Yevol bought of Lemuel Milk '

1852 ' "
: 333

# 51 cert, )
4 Paker, Henry 1 share in W, Local Yibrary Char, H, Hathway clerk :
P, 7 Little, Nathanijel 2 a 96 rods 1805
Wife Rebecca $14
paid by “harles Laker Tanner 339
t/ Tand Charles baker bought of Jos., ‘Weaver
swamd -- to land Nathanel Little bousht of Yenj. “ifford g :

Robert Larl Justice of the Peace

1872

P.& baker, Rut" lease to NAan Ann W, baker
1 of dwelling house --- through house occupied by Nan i, baker 4
V/ to corner Llhompson Marcus W, .
Lo 33%
Wm, Baker Jr, witness to Ruth signing
Baker, lhomas ". $500 & 1856 |
and Tsabella P, Sherman paid by Ruth “aker (singel” “oman ‘
: F33%
homestead of our Father “harles baker (late) ¥ _Cﬁf

country rd, through the “dwelling house
Bask house meadow so called
Parn meadow

liseck Little
Geo, H, Yifford Justice of Beace

P 9 Sherman, Willard R, Tart 1859
Sherman, “larinda M, wife ,
p $100 paid by Uits A, Wilgox of N.b
\J/ B. of lorseneck Rd. so calded
by land of Isaac *rances '
by land of Wm. Sis:zon (same as sold to “illard ¥, Sherman
F3 ?

to be vaid by lsaac ©, Yook of N,B,

0O, Prescott



A Copvy

Sebruary 4, 1792

Charles Baker -~ James baker Job Baker . i
Peed Book 70 bolio 344 - Jawes Williams Kegr,

Ihis endenture made this fourth day of the second month A.D one 'housand
seven hunired and ninety two by &he and between Charles baker lanner James
Baker Tanner and Job Paker Cordwainer all of th€ wown of Dart. and County-
of Yristol in the “om of “ass. are and do now stand jointly intitled to

the fee of cerain Ffracts of land situate in the town of W, in the county
afore said containing by estimation 19 a and 5@ rod s be the sare more or
less it is boinded easterly partly on Paul Cuff partly on Job lipsher

parily on Philip Howlands northerly partly on John ﬂnthcmy partly on the
County r4. and partly on Job Mosher westerly nactly on John Anthony and nart
ly on a Priftway that runs s. from County Ra, s. partly on County rd. and
partly on Joseph Seal the above g8 A tracts of land contaiRs the the whole
of the land which the alove named persons bought of John nthon,y Baid Will-
cox an’ and Philip Howland as per deed bareimg date “an. &th A., 1790 and
also the whole of a tract of land which the sd pe: sons bough of Stephne
Buffinton as pt deed bareing date Nov. 26th A.I, 1791 and also the whole of
that tract of lnnd the sd persons b0uqht of Peleg Tripp as pr. deed -bare-
ing Jate Janm, 19th A.D, 1792 as may appear reference being hat to sd deeds
Now said persons have mutually acre o and covenanted to and with each other
to d vide the premisses into three parts in the manner and for me following
(vix) and firstly that he the said James Eaker shall have hold and peaci-
bley injoy in severalty to him and to his heirs and assigns forever the
whole of that tract of lan? that they the sd bakers bought of Stephen
Guffinton it being divided from the other tracts before wmentioned by the
country road and contains by estimation 46 a. be the same more or less
referance being had to the deed they had of sd, Buffington for the bounds of
8d tract and secondly that he the sd Job Yaker shall have hold and peacibly
it joy in severably to him and his heirs and assigns forever east part of
that lot that they the sd Baker bought of Johﬁ"nnthony David #jilgox and
Philip lowland bounded as followeth beginning at the corner of a wall

in the north line about 34 rods from the n.e. corner of sd lot ‘thence s

in a straigth line as dd wall now stad and in that direction out to the
Country Road reference &bing had to the deed for the further bounds esti.
mated to contain 16 a. lying and being all ‘of their & land e. of the last
mentioned line be the same more or less and that the sd Job baker shall in
like manner have and hold } of their dwelling ho'se wit" 4 of all the
priviledzes there unto belongzing iu:gﬂirw-.im,r, at the Hirhway thence runing n
in a straight line threurh the mdd 1e of the 'house 6 rods from sd highway

to a stake an' heap of stones thence n, as the wall vow stands about 19
rods thence w five deg. n. about 40 rods to the couriry Re, thence s.e by
the country rd, to the first rentiong houn!' this teing lan' that the sd. Laker
bought of Peleg iripn containing by estimation 6-a. be the same uore or less
the sd Job Baker shall peaceblely and guietly enjoy the sd presiss s to-
gether with the Llacksmith shops belonging there to and thirdly that he the
sd “harles “aker shall have held and peacibly injoyin geveralty to him and
to his heirs an? assigns forever } of their dwelling house aioresd jt being
the house that the sd Baker built together with i of the priviledges there
unto belonging and all the land not yet mentioned in this instrument it
being part of the tract that they the gd Bakers bought of the aforesd
Anthondy, Wilcox and ilowland an: part of that tract that they bought of Peleg
Tripp lying between the two aforesd lots taken off for sd Jjob baker and

bognded on sd lot reference being had to the deeds they had of sd land f or
otheret



other bounds and contains by estimation 21 a and 57 rods be the same more
or less and the sd “harles baker and the sd Job Paker to covenant and agree
lirst that the sd Charles Baker shall have though the n, part of sd Job
baker land a free passway by bars or gates as the old cartway now runs down
to the country road and that the sd Charles Baker shall find and maintain
two pair of bars or gates for the 8d way and like wiSe the sd Charles Laker
sahlll have a right and priviledg to pass or repass across sd Job bakers ™
land and celler through the outside cellar door an 8o in to the sd Charles
part of the cellar to carry om feeth any kind of commodity whatever and
secon'ly that the sd Job Baker shall have a rightand free priviledg of the
well and liborty to pass an? repass from the house across sd Charles land
to sd well when occasion shall require to draw or fetch watter an’ the sd
Charles Baker is to have all the tanflats now on his part of the land and
each one of the above s parties they their heirs an’ assigzns forever are
peacibley to possess and injoy each ones respective part of the lands

with all the priviledges and appurtinances thereunto belonging with sd
privilidges all as above disscribed and bounded unto Lhem so that no one

of them mor his heir nor any other person or persons {or or under them or
either of them or in his or their right or stead hereafter shall clame or
demand right title interest or proportion in or to the others parts or

lots any other way than what is above discribed bounded and divided off
unto them but shall fovever here after be debared and utterly dscluded by
these presents in witness where of they the above name d Charles Baker James
Baker and Job “aker have hereunto set their hands and seals the day and year
above writen

Signed sealed and delivered
in presence of us Charles baker

David W“ood James Paker
Mjchel + Hanpdel
Jjoti. Baker



Deed Mirium Cormell of West. to Charles Baker July 21, 1812 widow end .
administrator of the estate of Peleg Cornell.
$240,96 paid her by Charles Baker of West,

starts with stakes and heaps of sépees -~ then bounded e. on Z,baker
land, s, on land seit of for widow,.n part on Isaac Howland and partly on
Job “iff rds land.w on widow Sarah Anthonys land and.-said deceased heirs lands,
"E66LH. " " " " Have and to held the same with
all the priviledges and appurtanences thereof to him the said-- Charles
Baker his heirsand afsigns forever excepting the priviledge of a pass _
way 2 rods wide on hhe 2 side of. this lott, for the accomodation of all - -
the purchasers of the k’el.leg Cornell land to pass and repass to their lotts,
and also for the widow to pass and repass to the wood lott and also that
the sd Charles Uaker his heirs and assigns, shall have a privildse to pass
and repss from this lott to the hjkhway on the north side of the meeting
house lott and on the south of Sarah “nthonys mea‘ow * The above lott
contains tné a. and seven rods by weasure " ®» " "And 1 do hereby in the
capacity afored Covenant with the sd “harles bLaker his heirs and assipam, that
the sd Peleg “ornell died seized of the premise that I was duly licenserd by & '
the said court to make sale thereof; and that it was nécesary the same should
be sold for the purposes aforsd; that previous to the intenddd sale I took
the oath by law prescribed; etc.(no meformation needed)

Miriam “ornell
John ﬂnthonv
Abner B, VYifford

west, Apr1l 7 1813
“bner Y. Gifford , Justice of Peace

book 101 of Land Record in Page 494 and 495
James Williams Register



Know all men by these presents that I Nathaniel Little of Part. in the

—w- Saddler know ye I the said Nathanéel Little in consideration of the sum
of 14 dollers to we in hand paid Dy Charles Paker of W. ~-- said lanner
2 a 06 pods Beginning at a stake and heep of stonss in the w e corner of
that land that the a above named Char les baker bought of Jogeph Weaver

thence s 2} degrees e 1% rods to the highway ---  to Littles lavd —-=
granted premises to gether with a priveledgs of a Wedsdegbebias-dand-shat
way to cross te Frnm his Swamp this way is to be on the W end of that land
that the Nathanell Little bought of Uenlamin Gifford and the above sd Charles
Baker is to keep up bares or gates without any cast or trouble to the sd
Little and 1 the sd Nathamel Little for my 81F my heirs T the s
Nathaniel Little with my wife Rebecch.Little have here uynto lett our hands
and seals this 12 day of June 1805

Stephen Gifford Nathaniel Little
Nicholas L-ttle
Rebecca Little
nobert Barl Justice of the Peace

Marech 13 1310 fionk 91 of land recors P.82

Jawes "illiams Register



Know all men by those presents that L Dayid Devol ef W. in the county of
Bristo znd state of Mass for and in consideration of the sum of 95 dol-
lars to me in hand in paid by Charles Yaker and Lott Shearman, both of .
in the county and state afresd (yeomans), at or before the sealing and del-
jvery of these presents, the receipt whereof I the gd David DNevol do hereby
acknowledze, have pranted, bargained, and sold, and by these presents do
gran, bargain and sell, unto them the said Charles Baker, and Lott Shear-
gan, their heirs a‘minist rators, or assicns, the whole of a certa n Shép
or building called a shourakers ship, standing near the head of Westport
River so called and being the same that favid Devol bought of Leuuel Milk --

T have and to hold the said shop ass or buildihg unto them the sd.
Charles baker and Lott Shearman, and the above repeated

6th day of Sept. in the year 1814

A1, Gifford

George C. brownell Pavid Vevol

Westport Social Library

No. 51
lhis certifies that Henry Baker is entitled to one share No. 51 in

the Westport %ocial Library transferable only at the Lfrra??"hy the sai’
Henry baker personally or by his atlorney, and all assessments and (ines
if any due therom being firgt paid
Dated at Westport

Jany 1st 1852 Charles il, Hathaway Clerk




-

Know all wen by these presents that 1 (job Baker of W. in --- cordwaiger.
in consideration of 430 paid by “harles Baker of the to&n and county afore-
said Tanner.

6 a of land -- the first lot (including half a dwelling house) Uey. at *
the highway that leads e from the hrad of the e civer in W to New Bed,,
thence n. a straight line through the middle of the dwelling house 6 rods
from said highway to a stake and heap of stones thenc€ w 2 rods to another

of Jjob Bakers land, tnence s by said lot to the highway afeesaid
thence ¢ as the highway is to the first nentioned bound,

The other lot (imclud ng a Adwelling house thereon) be . at the sw cor-
ner of the first lot herein descr bed at the said highway, thence n about
25 rods to a stake an!! heap of siones thense w. 5 degressn 40 rods to the
said highway thence s and e as the said highway runs to the said sw corn,
of the first lot herein described with a1l the buildings privileges and
appurtenanes belonging to the two afroesaid lots,

3Q,dinwpﬁyﬂgcf-nﬂ_lﬂgi 29 day of Dec. 1801

. Job Paker
John “ornell
Philip Cormell Raehel Baker
Abrer Brownell Justice of the Peace
81 book of land record in page 400
James “illiams Register

" note ofn outside Wm Ritch too the house ithe 9th of Jan 1837



Nnow all men by these presents, that I William Milk of Lcipio in the County
of Cayuga in the State of NewYork for and in consideration of the sum of
170 dollars to me in hand paid, by Charles Baker and Lot Sherman both of ",
wew- a certain lot of land situcate in the town of w. afforesaid daying _
near the bridge over the gead of the east brdnch of Acoaxet river so called
in W, and is contained within the bounds hereabter named,

legining at a stake in the s line of the highway for a n w cormer bound,
which is also the m e corner bound of Lemuel Milks land, that he bought

of Job Anthony, thence s 26 degrees w, by the said Milks line, 9 rods to

a stake for the s w corner bound, thence e ten degrees s, to a stake for

the s e corner bound, 3 rods. thence n, 26 degrees e, to a bound line of the

highway, thence w in the line of the highway to the first menti ned bound,
said lot is bounded n on the highway w on Lemuel Milks land, s and e on
land belonging to John Apthony --- and contains by estimation about.26 rods
and } bg the sawe more or less —--- And Mary Milk the wife of the said
William Milk doth hereby agree and consent to relinquish and Quit Claim ---

21st day of April in the 1815

Samuel Mandell (Looks more 1ik. Sunuel) William Milk
Bannabas Kirby

Mary Milk
book 101 1land record p. 492
James Williams Register



We Thomes W, Baker of W, ancd isabélla B, Sherman of ¥R, % P -
500 paid by Ruth Eaker Sipgle woman _
Wpit-claim unto the siad Ruth Baker hes _

211 of that part or portion of the Homestead farm of our father Charles
Baker late of said W, deceased that lies w and n, of the following dascrib-
ed line Vis: Beg. at a point in the n, lipe of the country rd so cailed i

in range with the partitionm that runs through the dwelling house on said

homestead thence n. in a strajit line to same partition thance n by said

partition to the n. side of said swelling house. Thance n. in & strait line

to the nw corver of the Pask house meadow so called Ihence e. a5 the was st
stards 8 rods thence across the lire on & sirzit line to the 3e corner of

the bara mealow thence . as the wall starnds to the 0 ¢ -orrer of said Garn

meadlow Thense o as the wall stands about 1 ro to & corner ¢f the wall

thence n e as the wall stands abont 21 rods to a zacner of the wall.
Thence = as the wall stands until it comes to lans of Rseck Little at the
e side of said Houestead tog. with a privilege to the well near siacd dwel-

ling house and on the e, side of the above Jdescribed line

Alse s privilege in that portion of the cellar under the e pari of the
afresaid dwelling house for the said Ruth Yaker durimg her natural life ;
and no ionger

10 sept 1856
Ceo. H. Vifford Thomas ", Baker
Justice of the Peace

lgabblle B, “herman

|
Meeds Book 32 pages 327 and 328
Benj. K, Saver, Hfegister -

Lease (rom Ruth Daker to Ann W. Gaker Nov.4, 1872

Ann W, Baker of the said W, a certain lot of land situated in the said W
with 4 of a Awelling house —- beg, n line of the tad leading from the Head
to Smiths Mills then n in line of land and thought the house now occupied
by the said “an W, Pater until it comes to the corner of Marcus M, Thomp-
sons land, thence w in line of said Thompsons land until it comes to a cor-
ner of the orchard {romerly owned by me: thence s in line of said orchard to
the n gide of the roac before m entione? thence e in line of gaid road to th
place of beginning,

Wm larker Jr. witness to Rnth “akers signing



We Willard R, “herman of Daf? and Clarinda M, Sherman wife of said Wil-
tard 100 @ollars paid by Yils A Wilcox of New Bed., Jlot of landi and
buildings thereon sitvate in W, imsaid cownty

: orn n by the highway leading ‘rom the 'lead of W Riverto

New Bed. on the F by the Horse Neck Roa*' s&n called, on the s by land of
Tsnac Francis, an'! on hte ¥ by pand of William b*sson containing about
40 rods and be ne the same 1ot of land sold te Willard R, Sherwan by
Isaac ‘rances, top. with an one e FE title an ' uterest in and was hone

stead iv the premises. Fnw all by there preserts that I, Otis A, ,
Wilcox that within named motgapée is comsideratrn  one hundred dnllara, to -
me paid by Isaac . Conk of New Bed. the receipt where of T do hereby
acknowlege, o hereby see, convey, transfe and assign gnte him, the said
Cook, ====

302 27 day of June A,D, 1859

Otis A Wilcox

0.Prescott
Robt ©, Pitman Willard ®, “hearman

Benjamin K, “ifford w tness C,M. Sherman
: Ciarinda + Sherman



* Material from #rs, Clara Shérmnn Eorror i) 1790

John Anthony David Willcox Philip Howland
her her
Sarap 4+ Willcox ' Thankful + Howland
Mark Mark

all of the lown of Dart, in the circle of Weftport 49 lbs and 2 shillings to

us paid by Charles baker , Job Baker and James baker (equally) =-=-

said pareel of land in the lownship of West. and is part of that Lott of land
that was bought of John brayton containing 36 acres and 57 rods, Stake and stone
heep (a little southerly) of a white oal tree mar¥ in the no, land of Peleg
Tripp's houestead, thence n. two degrees and j degree east 72 rods to heep of
stones in the s. line of our middle lot thence e. 3 degrees and } dégree s.
about 78 rods etc, etc. to 40 rods along by said rock to Job Mofsher =---

Job Moshers e, liéne n,e. corner of Mosher ---- parl on Peleg *ripps homestead.

8th day of Jan. 1790

James . *ripp John “nthony
Peleg ‘ripp David “illegox
: Philip Howland
Sarah + Wilcox
thankful + Howland

Marbh 30, 1791

Feb. 10, 1792 *hen rec'd this deed and recorded the same in Pook 70 Folio 342
Attest James Williams Register

Fbenezer “aker Deed to “harles Paker Kegra Sept 15, 1802
Westport April 6, 1801 - 3
***** signed tiefore me Wm. Almy Justice of lVeace
Bristol Sept 15 1802 Then rec'd this deed and recirded the 'same in the
81st book of land records in page 399 Attest James Williams register

Fbenezer Paker of West. $125.00 paid by “harles “aker -- afprsaid lanner
@oodland located inm W, 1 bought of Samuel “mith and Stephen Fotter om the ",
dide of Pine ?Ri‘'ge and in the fork of the Wagechuck River --—- bounded of
Jonathan Peckhams'g aldm land ---- to a Whie oak saplin for a southwest corner
in Stephen Yotters line thence £, 27 defrees no. in Ld Potters line ----
The same course to the Highway =--- umtil it comes to Janathan Peckhams land --
pine stump for a corner in P, Peckhams line thence So, 124 degrees until it
comes to the line of the lot I had of “amuel “mith Za-a

Bounded Laste 1y on Highway No. by Jonmathan Peckham W. on Lamrini jons land
50, on Stephen Yotters in part and part on Deviols ? land 25 acres

31 == 3 d Mon, 1801

Inpres of
Joseph Paker fbeneza Baker
Job Paker 2nd '



Ebenezer Fripp of Yart. :
$3 - paid by Charles “Paker of Town of West. --- fork of the river an
the pine ridge =~ 5., corner of Jonathan Peckhaws Land s, lai degrees w
39 rods or untill it comes to said HBakers land -- to Jgnathan Peckhaws -~
no. on Jonathan Peckham E. northerly and westerlg on harles Bakers own land
3 acres 22da 12th Mo, 1804 '
“igned sealed and delivered 5
In presence of Huuprey *ripp -
ANathan C, PBrownell Lpenezer Lripp

Abner Brownell Justice of the Peace

Bristol ™arch 13, 1810 91 book of land record P, 78
James “illiams Registor

Com, of Mass
By the ‘‘onourable Seth Padeford Lfquire
To Charles “aker of ", ---= guardian unto beorge Daker a minor above the age
14 -- a son of Job bBaker late of . :
Dated Newbedford 6 day of ™ay 1806
Seth Padeford

1o Kachael “aker of f. Guard an unto Hannah baker and Sarah baker m nor's
under the age of 14 Children of Joab Baker late of West
6 da May 1806

By the llonerable Hodi jah “aylies
To harles Paker ,
Hannah “aker a minor above the age of 14 and Sarah Paker under 14
Children of Job “aker late of W,
1st day of Yct, 1811

H, @ylies
Deed of Josiah seee Shearman to Charles Paker Feby 21, 1817
101 book of land records in page 493 James Williams repgister
Josiah Shearman for 260 -- paid by “harles “aker of W. 19a. and 73 rods

Beg, 2., corner of John Viffords e 6 degrees S, 284 rods in the line of the
Highway to the mdddle of the brook, thence m. 20 de, E, and 121 rods to a
white oad tree, w, 174 de, s, 29} rods to a heap of stomes in W, Hoches line s,
12 de. w, 109 rods in John ~pthomy and John Giffords line to lst mentioned
bound Bounded e. on Stephen-qiffords land,

1

1 Josiah Shearman and my wife Phebe 9th da. of March 1814

Lemuel Milk
Abner “. Gifford Josiah “hearman

Josiah “hearman Phebe “hearman

Abner B, Yifford Just. of Peace



1 job baker of West. Corcdwainer
450 - paid by Charles Paker afresaid lanner
6 a. -- viz., ‘he first lot (imcluding half a dwelling house) beg. at the high- "
way that leads E, from the head of the river in W. to Newbed.N. :

T

I Nathané#el Little 100 paid by “harles “aker of W, said *Enner, land in Town
of W, said *anner, al land in Town of West, 3 a. °. by ounty Rd, ' n and w
by @rantees own land it being that land and all the land that 1 bought of Job

Mofher. ' ‘
12 da of April 1800 ) ‘ 3

Nicho Little Nathaniel Little
Rebecca “ittle
Bakker Little
“arch 21, 1201
) John Smith Justice Peace
Rec'd sept 15, 1802

Bill of Sale from David Devol to Charles Baver .
95 by Charles baker and “ott Shearman both of W  Shemakers shop

Peed Nathaniel Little Charles Baker ™ar. 13, 1810

1 “athaniel Little - saddler $14 paid by Charles “aker of ¥, said Tanner

"2 A. 96 rods Deg, at a stake and heap of stomes in the “.E, cormer of that land
the above named Charles Baker bought of Joseph “eaver B. to highway

Y

Art. of agreement between Job Baker and Charles v

Charles sold to Job 4 a, 12 rods Bey. at Jobs === on all the afredescribed
lot of said C.B. reserves to himself his heirs all the timer of wood thereon
standing and growing for his and their use and disposal to be taken off
previous to the assp ration of 4days from 25 March next Dec, 29, 1501

Abner “rownell

I Charles “aker -- Culbert “ooth sum 300 to be paid unto the said Booth
23 da, April 1819 6 rods s.w. corner of a small lot of land belonging to
Lenuel Milk, at the highway which leads from John Anthonys to Charles Baker
house, thence e. sail Milk 8 rods and 13* then begin at the lst bound ---
pay by 25 da, of “arch next
40 ===
I shall permit the said LBooth to of¥xupy the houe until said 25 day “arch

km., Phillips
Phebe bLaker



I Levi Chase of Westport (house wright) 275 paid by Charles baker
Certain tract of land and dwelling house 13 a,
2nd lott is a parcel of land that “m Bozworth bought of L“eo, “heatuman,

and a part of James “ifford a part of Johm Cuffee and part of Abraham Allen

Levi “hase and my wife Yydia 28 day Dec. 1813

(Looks like TW. Peckham Levi “hase .
Abener Y, Gifford Jus. of Peace her
Lydia + “hase
mark

W, 26 Feb, 1828 1 Jeremiah W, Pierce was present at a settlement and Enyment
of 2 notes of Hand one of 40 other 50 which Isaac Little held against “harles
Baker which said C.B, paid him in my presence
note 50 dated 13 Jan., 1827 and said Isaac Little said they were
all the notes he held against C.B.
- attest Jeremiah W, Pierce

Charles Yaker of Westport $400 to me paid by Wm, Fitch of Tlart,

Land in West, 1% a, with dwelling house barn and othe out buildings thereon
beg, at the corner of a wall and little £, and 5, of the dwelling house f(rom
thence s, 55 degrees E. near wall corner of public highway etc,

benj. B, “isson 9th Jan 1837 “uth Paker
Jan'y 26, 1837 “harles “aker

Benj. 1. Sisson, Justice of the Peace

We lhomas V., Baker of W, and Isabella B, Sherman of Y,R, 500 paid by Ruth Baker
single womean quicl claims all of that part or pertion of the Homestead

farm of our father “.B. late of W, Sept 11, 1856

(land of Fseck Little) Barkhouse meadow also hand wriiten acc. of above with more
names quit claim unto the said ‘homas W. Baker and Ann baker wife of said
Thomas and at death of ==-=m their 8 sons “harles W,, Fdward M, Henry C,

beo, I, Yifford _ Ruth “aker

Setp, 11, 1856 lgabella B, Sherman

Geo., H, "ifford Justice of the Peace

book 32 pages 329 and 330
Attest Benj, H., Sayer register

$1,90 W. 8 mo 31 1862
Henry C baker )
1 90 in full for his portion of State, “ounty and Town tax, asses:ed for the
year 1862

4o 3 OO



I Thomas Winslow of W, $260 to me by lsaac Frances same of W,
10 a to school house lot #19 31st day July 1838
Tho, "inflow

John Anthony Lydia Winslow
W. July 31 1858 June 29, 1870
Thomas “inslow book 67 pages 184-185 =
Nataniéel Prownell “test Charles C, Sayer
Justice of the Yeace Register

Quit Claims from “harles W, “aker to Hlenry C, taker dated April 21, 1862

$100 paid by ienry parcel reads the same

Bark louse meadow etc. refers to deed of “ept 10, 1856

Kyth B, Isabelle Y, Sherman to lhom, W, baker and Aun
beok 32 p 320-330

In witness “harles W, with Abby U Baker my wife 21 April 1862
Charles C1 “ayer
Veeds Lib. 47 Fol 168 and 169
Attest Ch, “, Sayer Register

warrenty Yeed Ruth L. to Henry C. Nov 4, 1872 $1 and other valuable consid-
erations Henry of ¥, R, county same as above with 4 of a dwelling

Wy, Baker Justice of the Peace May 14 1873

lsaac Frances to W, R, Sherman
378.33
209,82
168,51
June 29, 1870 book 67 Pages 185-186
$75 paijd by "illard R. Sherman of Part aforesaid, Teamer
Isaac Prances tog. with Sophia Frances wife of lsanc.

Geo, 11, Gifford Justice of the Peace Igsaag ===

Sept, 9 1858 Sophia --=



“om, of Mass probate court .

to Preserver lripp
Daniel H, Waite
vhar, L, Sherman appraisers

Appraise, on each the estate and effects date of W,
willard %, Sherman
Avg. 1, 1883
w. E, Puller Justice of the Yeace
vefore me lsaac Howland "
real est, 250, 8 a, Head
personal 5376,70 F

#1458  Silas &, Sherman Aug, 3, 1883

Western Union rec'd at 'V ,K, Sept 12, 1882

ampello, Mas:

to Chas, W, Baker Head of W, yia H,R, .
Arthur died this morning at 5 o'clock Mrs. “has. W, “aker
Sept7?  Typhoid mar. wed, Aug 20 sich next day

fairhaven July 1 1895 srs. Abbie “aker
Stone for “harles » -
H ban, A, B. 33
Rec. by & G, spooner

Written by “Yeo Y, Grinnell
4

West., mar. 7, 1893 to “eo %, bifford

“har, ". baker to laying out and embalming body 3, 00
“lack cloth Caske. plate handler ooy
robe L ¥ o
box of
Furn, notice in N,B, Standard 3.
wheat . '2)_.
opening grave P A TR e
-;Q““ o Ly 50
/ ('. .
3 -
e & =
Y 1)
i /7

1o Lan Sheep-skins white

lake one gill of salt, half an ounce of oil-vitriol, and 1 qt. of warm water,
to each skin, prepare the skins as for bark, and sandle them as in bark

L



Memories of the Village of the Head of Weatport in the =% |
late 1870's and 1880°'s =

My earliest recollection is in a little room in back of the muditor-
ium of the church which is still in the Village with a steeple and a
bell that vesled mcross the hill on a ~abbath day morning, galling
for all to come and worship,

it must have been about 1877 and Hellie Anthony, daughter of John L,
Antheny had charze of the little folle, At that time there were tnreo
churches in the Villege: a Quaker leeting House on Winding lilll at the
of the Village to the West; the ¢hurch that is 56111 there with itte
steeple and bell; alzo a Bebtist Chwrck beyond, on the old New Bedford
poad, I have attended sexvices in ell of them, The Bapbist Cherch
was later built over imto n dwelling house and the Guaker Cherch elther
rePuilt or torn down and a dwelling hous e bullt,

My memory takes me next to a few years later when the wood bridge was ;
washod nway by what was called n Freshet and the dem gave way at the

Pactory or the Ford and the loquochoke liiver was nearly 100 yarde wide

snd you cold eross it by paying 9,10 to some enterprising young men

thoat wew had row boats. I went down with my father to see it and it

made & deep impression in my rmemory. Soon the stone bridge that has

with stood the emenents of many years was built by honest labor and

akilla,

There was the Bell Sehool with High School up stairs and Grammar Sehoo L
down stairs and the Little or Primary School on the east side of the
kiver, Lizzie P, Lawton teught the Granmar School for several years ard
wes coneldered a very efficient teacher, The High School was always
teught by young men with soms advanced education, There were no trakes

or Graduntion, It was the duty of the tescher to advance pupils when he
thought they wers ready. * chtended there from 1885 to June 1890, My
Pipst teacher w as John T, Nichols, then O.A, Johnson and then William

B, G, Chaffiin, ell very capable young men and belleved that discipline
was a part of an edneation, Capitol punishment had not then been nbolighed/

I do not think there were ever over thirty pupils in the one-room kigh
School. Some come on the stage fram the south and others walked three

' milea esch way and no doubt had two or three cows tc milk both night and
nornings.

The first Fublic Library was started in a store just west of the Kiver ‘
~bout 1988 or 89 and the High Scheol pupils, under the direction of the

teacher rented the hall for 42,00 and rut on the "Courtshin of liyles

Standish” and hed a fall house et i\u26 o tieket and netted yE5.00 for

books for the library, Avthar C, Howland was John Alden, Lizzie Kecords

woe Priseilla, Will Cdllins was the \Parson and Ben Mosher was Mylee Stand-

ish. Frobably the acting would not be considered good in 1966. We sang

or opening aoni and a clasing song. ‘:I.'J;'he clasing song wasj



-y

"Kind friends we meet again too socon to part,

Fond memories long shall dwell around each heart;

Tones that we love to hear sholl dwell upon the ear, .
La we inaccente clear repeat CGood Night." and then the curbtain went

d OWlle

There was one General Crocery and Grain store that was ovmed and opersbod
by John L, Anthony and later by John C. Maconber mnd Btill later by Churles
m, Gifford. It was also the Post Office,

There was o Stage Coach that carried mail and passengers from Vestpoit
Point to New Bedford making the round trip each day. Arthur Lawrence

was the driver and slways a fresh pitr of horses aweited him at hhe Heed «
He passed through the Villsge at 8:45 in the morning and arrived back ab
4330 with the mzil, In true western style, he mdée a running finish when
he turned the corner and a sliding stopy John C, lacouber was the Post
Master and auickly sorted the mail for the dozen or more people walting
for it.

Soon there was another store erected on he west side of the River on tle
trizngle and operated by Frank Kirby and Granvill Hicks under the fimm
n.me of Kirby and Hicks. They did a successful business for soveral
yvears and then sold to Jeseph Sharrock.

George White operated a Dry Goods Store wewt of the bridge on the north
side and nlso peddled dry goods over the town of Westport and Dartmoubh,

There were two Blacksmith Shops, one owned by Bill Sisson and assisted

by Job Allen, The other owned by ~~-- Brightmon, The price of shoeing a
horse all sround with new shoes was {Ll.75.

There wae o Wheelwright Shop wnd cerrisge painting, slso house painting
done by Cyrus Tripp and Brightman Hros.

There were two Doctors, Dr, John B, Parls, a Homepath snd Dr, Xidder an
Alepshh, Dr, Paris wasthe people's first choice and used three horses in
driving to the sick all over Westport and Daktmouth. One dollar wps the
price of a visit and he furnished the medicine. He assisted inlringVing
into the world a lsrge number of Westport infents and also officicted at
many funerals. He jogged about in a two-wheeled chaise and no doubb
covered forty and fifty miles many days, but wos ready to come out et
midnight if called to the sick,

There was o Harneds lMaker's Shdp owned by Azel Reed and assisted by
Hiram Reed who loter took it over.

There was a Shd”lNaker's Shop near the Bell School opersted by Tom Carr
and the price of tapping end heeling a pair of boots or shoes with real
leather was § .60,



A fish Market, operated by Capt. Simons who had a peg leg, but could geb
around well He slso peddled fish several deys n weeok snd announced his
coming with a fish horn so that custamers would come out to his Fish Cart,

#14 Lawbon wes the Butcher, wssisted by Isasac Macomber.
George Llisher Gifford was the Undertaker.

A Orist Mill on the Gifford road, owned and opereted by Aldem Sisson,

also o seeond one up near the Fopd, operated by David Craw, ‘hey were ey
and dusty places as most people used more corn meal than flour in johnuy
enkes, browm bresd, indian pudding, Hsty rudding, plum porridge, ete.

The miller took a teoll of cora for his pay for the crinding, pro

two quarte out of each bushel of corn, David Crew also ran a Saw Mill,

Un the River there were whale boats, flat bottom sharpies of about the
pame lenght and several scil boets snd row bosts., The whale boats and
sharples ef-sbewt made trips down the Kiver to Hoorsenekk and came back
joaded with oewweed or salt mareh hey which was unloaded on the publie
landing opposite Bell Sehool and sold to farmers.

There was & Base Dall Team useing the name "Noquochoke", Carl kasomber
was the manager. Our uniforms consisted of a [ ,10 cap with the letter
"}" in ved onthefront, if we could get cur Jothers or sisters to do it.
We played on the landing ncmiqm Bell School with Al Kirby's stone
wall for a back stop and ren first base to the left as we bearned that
we lost less balls in the River by doing that, Holder Kirby, later Dr,
Kirby, stooped to stop & grasser and lost two upper front teeth az the

ground was rough,

1 could go on aud on with incjidents that were & part of Westport life, b
tut £ heve tried to confine myeelf to a pictupe of the Village and nob
the town or the people. R

It ie said that we should Barget the past, but at 92 I cen say that the
best part of 0ld age is when my mind goes back to my childhood and youthe
Ful years and I deem it ae necesspry es food for a full life.

Very Sincerely, | Bm;jamj,n F, liosher
d L

-]
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From History of Bristol County

Abont 600 sq. miles

Ine, June 1685 Bpearing the name of shire-~town until 1746 when
Pristol, Barrincton, Little Compton, -nd Warren ware set off to H.I.
by » new division line driwmn between the two stabes, In 1675

the county insluded it 11 Lowns,

Atnlsborouzh Noxrton
Rerkley Rehoban
Eastaon Swangen

Dighton Taunton
Dartnouth 20,971 pop.
Freatonw

Haynham

Fall River, New Redford, Acushiet, Falcraavea, dansTidld, Sonmerseu
Seeckonk Westvort had not been inec,

Teunton made Canital

211l eourts held until 1828

When New Bedford (6,357 lazgest in sounty) was created s half-3hire
town {important seat of navigation] wi h ita courd hoase snd othar
county nnpendacas,

In 1860 wnother &ine drmwn, sc¥RIEBZPswtneket, rnd o portics of .oskonk
from this aounty - »dding them to R.I and dn axchanze taking a porbtion
of Tiverton to F, R, from tha Stote,

1877 ¥ R, grown itno imvortnnt mfg. 46000 vrd seat of justlos.
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Interesting Legislatlon on Bducation in 01d Dartmouth £ o :
/ 4

e find that Dartmouth vwme not remiss in matters of education al-
though there sre no recovds of the sime or loeation of the colonial
gchool houses, 4{n the town regords under the dote of 1704-5, & school=
master was chogen a8 the law divects. This school master was Paniel
Shepherd snd his salary for one year was to be n18% and his debt,”
uring the yeors followinzg , the town grew and in consequence of thisg
growth, the records state that in 1B28 it was voted" there should bve
two schoolmasters upon the LHown charge beside the grammar schooluaster,”
The town covering, as it did at this time, a large anrea throuzh which
were scottered maony small villages snd setilements, often coused dis-
arreenents ag to the proper dividing of the school master's time so
that each commnity might receive its proportionate period of servics,

Under the date 1733-54 Lhe town records record the following vote:
"im Loke o8 gramar schoolmszster peid forty-five (pounds) per ammum,
that all people who recelve beneflt of the said schoolmaster by send=
ing their schitdien shall fronldy give said master their proporticuogble
part of his dlet, washing snd lodging as he shall be removed by ouder
of the selectmen,” From this recprd we may properly infer, that if the
parents of 014 Dartmouth®s school pooulation had not felt that a teachex
wase worth his keep, they had openly givean demonstrations of the fact
and this made the above mentioned leglalation necessary, As we {find no
Marther mention of this Aifficulty, we judge that the enactment of 1LB33-4
remediad the trouble,

Paces 88=50 History of New Dedford-Hllis

01& Partmonth listorieal Sketehes ifo.” 20 Page 20

The Leonard Papers tell us that Rev, Thomas Palmer, who was borm ab
Hingham in 1685, made a contract with the selectmen at one time to tench
Latin, Greek, Bnglish, writing and arithmetic for & 20 = & 10 in money
and & 10 in corn - 28 - yeadly salary, Illow long he remoined in that posl-
tion we do nob kmow, but lbuter he became pastor of the church ot lidile-
boro,

In 1790 it wae vobed at the Jarbmouth town meeting = "There be one
Grammay Schoolunaster Provided for sald Town by the Sededétmen and by them
plsced end revlaced as they shall judge proper.” It was now considered
wiser to have one grammar master, divide his time among the several sclhiools,
than to employ a nostexr for eanch srangar school,



Interesting Legislation on Bducation in 014 Daxbmoubh, ar | J

"Te 234 of yn month ealled larch 1753/+ voted that each village
shhll have free toleration to elect u school-master Tor each village,
to be pald by a rate upon each village, if sald village see cause to
elect one & thob village which sahll clear the town of being fined
for vant of a graommar schoodwmaster, by procuring a lawful one, shall
receive ten pounds to be pald by the whole town in genreal, end that
every person or persons in each of g villagea shall have free access
or liberbty to send thedd children to said master for benefit of latiin
tongue but no other.” This record found among the Dartmouth Town
hecoxds throws considerable light upon the feelings of the inhabitents
of 01d Darbtmouth concerning higher education, Xvedently the "graimar
school” of that day, which in some ways resembled the modern highé
school was not a porticularly popular ingtitution in the old town.

o,




FPhotographs of Houses and Publie Buildings

lenry B. Woktih Fhotographa by Fred .W. Palmer
"Done Into Shape by
Enma C, Austin Sept. 1907

To The Offiders and Members of 0ld Dartmouth liistoricsl Society

Dear Friends: —--

We have always been deeply interested in the section formerly
comorised in the original town of Dartmouth and hive felt the Sesire
to contritute something of a permanent charater to the ¢ollection
now being arranged in the new Historical building, Yith that thought _
in mind we attained the pictures contained in this work and the notes
thd the discriptions apvended thereto and present Lhem to your
Society in the hope that they may prove entertaining end instuctive
bo any who desire to consult them,

' Harvert L., Cushman
Anna T, Cushman

Introduection

T — g i - - —

Indian trails - Southwest over land now covercd by twees Lo the
junetion of Shavmdmt Ave, and Hatheway woad and thende by the latter
way to Smith Mills where &t held its course south and west to the head
of Westport river, and from this point west across the territory now
celled Tiverton to Den Howland'®s Ferry, in modern times known os
Otone Bridge; and then by Ferry or Bridce to the Island of Rhode s,




Pe 18 lioxthy book in Dovb. His, Soc.
Ueite=Pobhter Honge abont 16977

+he oldeat honae in Old baremonth, ‘his aonse is loeonied (Lusty o
ni1l0 novth of Central Villase between the fain nand niver woudy ond 1o
el In ]“Tmamqr i, Potber, It con be seon Yvon Ghe indin wood
crraent An the enrmer sendon, whon n.Ld by bhe roiloszoe of Lhe Grooh,

e oriminal farm on which shis house is looused wnw situubed ol

hﬁ“?'{:,) alfen of the main rond nnd wen conveyed in 1661 by williom

arle o Thomne Ueléaes comorinad over 200 rceres and was Donndod onst
Y N .m‘r*ni-n ."'lvfﬁ Th reradnod dn whe edbe Yomily vntill LVES, whion
Pemionin Unlhe wﬁ.r:'i. tha noxt botueen the Mives oud the msin vo \L' Ho
Mghaort ﬂ..-‘h:’-,r'.rh'me d&ccendnnta eontimed in sossogsion uabll 2.7, whon
¥l ity eonvedyed  ho lesheome Pottor his homestoad o of bu
Ton whiah Mdc hmise 1o loented,  dhan ioascons Potbow didd Ghe
reananded B2 ki ron, the creaehl avmere, Tn the deed vo L, Jubtor
w11 nicee of Loud wia reseryed whieh had hgon the Rirby rdnl

oy 100 s oahopes in the Lot teing aaried, ode
f sennd the manwe, and oacther IL.X. The Tnite bhavial lob wod ibh G
I\ - L ¥
Yopuetion ol bie e mest slde of the road,

e hoase s She plfest in 014 Derd

i# aot in anubhera v

1B o

L
“h b tre chioney is consbroctod in two seetid ‘
svone, rod the left brick. The exnloacrtion honded
fo suoh yhon ‘t‘-‘ ; veat cdfition v mild juse D0ce
’ v oAt oweme foapd et the old gtene shicnesy
wald nob Memivh o frozlice for tho cdfition wibhont ancther flva,
42 hanes She wesh soction n"" trdel: vios todltd speinst the old chinnoy,
wizient seceh i » hazoe ig the muvet vhich anmears in Che pige
e 1o tho covdre, T4 A Tedlt seenwxdine to tro methods in fosno
ey Uhindes Tolend Pallovdiace 1680, I% ia o mne-shory deelling of one oo
18 foot sgince vt o fireplcee lew etbic npder the veof wf he
vuab end of the onclont honge vos o oshone welll tovering with the roof
e2ddos oo akimey ghoel., The Plvaqdlene ie wide Wb low, w06 th e
~fhor the bouge vwe Bilh vwrs Lired with brdels, who chinoey
cohonr 15 inches gcveme, fhe spmmor was olaced psyndlol to the o
woand wme eupportat Yr onopbs pet Into the wmlls of the hoass, Yhe
weha nre Livclkobod enf heneed, he morder in the ehlaney 16 ol
naesbion pode fron son-gholls, The entipe comstyucblon dadlicates
o d exeched hefore 1VO0,
and Dwovpy it Providance cxnarts ir colondsd hadego toilde
i dee, 1908 ond cuzgesbed 1860 an tho uao-
Die doto of comsbrnstion 1:.1’: Hne Sradltlon edsts bhat 35 vee Builb
1.1 phe youy 1677, which wag the yens followlng King Philips Viar cod
as bhe Ioddsns ebe suppozed o have destiovod all dvuﬂ”'v a0 this seo-
sioc, the tredition is _‘»:f.ubu Lly eom -:J-'_:?,. 56 Llnat ossupant, o #lxby,
1Pt it to move inbo the west #4ditica ood the old poxtlon hos & bee
nged os o plg-sty, bhon amw , and dor ;w.,-;.g.mJ. Poam puzDoBCs,
negeone Povtor ldved in Lhe west povi btuo yeoru oftber he purchusod
Hho farm ored bhon bodld the presean foambonss o Dow yords GGot.

o+ '!l'\Ju-"ﬂ i

A S

o eyl L - #
VAl , 4 A

ohe tudlde

e - s Tl
Mogpry lahoe

tan, exsizined thin trectuie
X




8% Viorths book in the Darh, His. Soeciety
licketason=Sherman House about 1684

This house is located on the east side of the road leading fyom
South Westport to Morae Neek, ohont twe miles south of the Bouth
llestport—corner, and 300 yards eest of the road,

The land was originnlly ovmed by Hannanish Gaunt, 2 relative of the
Southworth family of Duxbmry. Iq 1684 he conveyed tha same to William
fiicketeon, before that time = res:ldent of Portamcuth, R.,I., In 1682 liickat
son petitioned the tovm of Port-smouth for leave to build a water-mill,
and in 1683 he petitioned Lo be '1dmifted nos a ¥Freeman, The twwm mcmrrlﬂ
digclose no action on either puﬁition. His next appearance seens t0 have
been in Dartmoubh. Yhen sll the lannl to which he was entitled hnd been
set off to him he owned nearly $00 dcres bounded wost by the Noquchoke
River. He dled in 1691, leaving thyee cousz, +inothy, Willian wad Jonible
on, and the widow Elizabeth who later married Mathew Wing, nnd from thede
two marringes are descended the Migketons, and most of the Wings of this
socion.

This form yemnined in the inicket.son fondily until 1798, The porbion
containing this house wes 30ld ta 'lhqms Sherman of Rholde Isleand, and in
1904 it vns owned by Charles and itlbprt Co Sherman of MNew Ledford, two
of His desuondants.

This house 1s located on a hill whlc,h commands a view embiacing Adansy
ville, South lestport, Westport Point ..‘bo the blimabeth Islands. It faces
South and the end to the adjoing romi. The chimmey is made of stons and
according to the principlea ﬂovaming the latest LhoYde IA&kind stone
chimney., The chimney extends nearly =cr05a the house and furnishss the
four rooms each with a fireplace. The* house throughout hns heavy swmers
end brocketed corner poats., The L:i.mba:"q are all of sawed plae and hand-
gomely, though plainly finished. Such a qonﬂtmction clearly antedous 1700

In the eaet chamber the mantel-plece snd frame about the Tireplace
(recently vemoved and set up in the rooms| of the Old Dart.; indicates the
fineat degree of hand worlmenship in a day when sandpaper was unknowne
ihen Isham and Brown visited this house in Dec, 1903, it was theiw opin-
ion that it woa constructed about 1684.

The latust occupant left it before 1877, and as the dustwornm has prac-
tleally desbreoyed ite frame in the first atary it cannot remain standing
muny years longer,

William Rickebsons buginess was bLhat .o:{.‘ a miller, and lm operated a sSew
~uill on tho brook south east from his holidstéad, where possibly the tim-
“bers of bthis house were prepared and fjnlshed.




Landers = Wing House about 1707

Located on the West side of Horse Neck Road half a mile south

of Hix Bridge,

1707 Land laid out ot James Landers

1716 Peseph Landers to Patthew Wing

1907 The land still remains in the Wing family, the house
having been taken dowm in 1894,

The "lean-to" variety was rare ip Dartmouth This was once of
the earlier type end was probably built by Janes Landers.

A doubtful tradition exibts that the frame was raised just
badfore King Philips war but was not closed in, and that before
further construction took place saplings had grown up ingide
of the house as high as the frame, The house from the soubh,
end bo the roed, with a long sloping roof to the north, Whether
or not the tradition is ture it' is probable that the house as
completed was not built earlier than 1707.

_ g ¢
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Benjamin vaite 1721 about

Locaced on the west side of road about a mile north of
Canbanl Willage

The land was set off to keuben Waite and was owned by his dese
cendents until 1844 when keuben conmeyed it to Johh lMacohber and in
1868 Leonard Lacomber to Lr. Joseph T. Lawbon.

The house fronts south with . to the road, and presents all
the Teatures of ancient framing ang, constructions It waes built
by Benjamin Waite “"house carpenter'| dbout 1821 and is a fine illustra-
tion of the honesty and thoroughness oi the construction of That

datéde |




P 59 Uorths book at the Dart, His . Society
RO—— prt of story from the Dr,. ilandy house

The land was originally set off to Geo. Cadman and Ghat faim exbended
Prom the river west and included the tuaker lNeeting house cemeter,and the
Toun house at Central Vidlage. ' “

" teopze Codran'¥s only @hild was Elizabeth who married Williom uhive
of llochester  uis Ghe name Cadmsn in this branch of the fomily disup=
peared from Dat, but the nmerous descendants by the name of ihite in
that part of New England all trace their lineage boek to Geo, Uadiman,
Phery were narried about 1714 snd this property was placed ab thori:
disposal by Geo, Uadman, and in his will, oribebed-ub-lk= probabled in
1729 wea devised to Williem White and his wife,

1794 Jonathan White to !mmprey vhite
1794 Humphrey White to Bli Handy.

That 1t was built in 1714 to 1716,

about 1730 addition
Dy, Handy 1821 bullt weet 'qllxird.

P L L
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Ttobert Gifford 1721  wboub

This heuse is aituated oa bho wpst side of th Horsdeneck roud aboub
i mile South of ALim corner, in 1904 wes owned by Llvira M. Thell

The land was originolly laid out Go Mobert Gifford and occupled
and used by him as hia honegtead.|, i

1789 Robort Gifford to son Tinob yy homeswvead"

This fam has descended {rom fathér to son , occasionaly by deed ond o
oftener by lnher;:,t mee cod bthe present auner iy a lincal deseendant of
the Tirsh liobert Gifford,

About midvway bebween the louse aad ‘uel-n is a srave where brodition says
flobert Gifford was buried, =N - -

This fomm is loeabed on the :Jlupa, of & hill overlocoking the scoaliett
wihver, Vestport Point, Horsge Nm,k.‘ The house 1s not visible from the roxd.

Tho house faces .sum..h hus a 1.odoru umduwu and chianey of brick. iho

interior gives indisiutable evidefice that the house is of early ovigzin
Doth unsteirs snd down thero are sumors and the cormer posts are bracics -
etod,.

The edgue of ull beams are ;mndﬁ@l and beaded. The suE-dewas ocUNOYS
downstairs in the North East room is i.bm.ppo:rtad by a post in the wall.

Tha bricks in the chiuney ure of J.i. gize, LTho facts point Lo the con-
elnsion that this house was buillt by »'obert‘- uifford about 1Y&.

fop many years She uiffouds wnd,uatqm a store in tue south wasi. chezb-
er of this house : and there exists a tpadition that customers came even &
Pron Youton 9o do business st this stapd. There is a possibility that
the ovmers availed themselves of the convenience of this house to the seca
ghove to cngage in the sale of dublable articles. in later years the
property was owned by Lphmaim G'll‘:rord.
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Abraham "anchester about 1740

Located on the west side of the road about 2 mile north
of Westport Yarbor. 1t fronts south an! is end to the road.
(in fron the road) IFxcept in its position there is little
inexternal appearance to suggest an origin tefore the Rev,
War, with inside bracketer cornerg posts and heavy summers
prove an earlier corstruction. The house has Tteenthe sub-
ject of consideratble change, The secticn east of the front
door ie the olsest. The bresent chimney was huilt not long
tefore 1800,

The lan® was origirally owne” by Jahn Rogers ans it res-
cended to his grands»n Roger Afchmond,

174& conveverd to Pere- Richmond

1770 Perez to his sons Verez and Edward

1773 Perez and Edwar~ to “ar-on ovrownell

1792 Pardon to Joshja Prownell

1829 Heirs of Joshja to Alraham ™Manchester whose dau-
bhter “rs. Rhora ™anchester, wife of Capt. Forbes “an-
chester is the present cowner.

The Hichmond family wa: prominent in t he annals of Rhode
Islane' and there were several of wealth and high standing in
colonial affairs who resided inthe corner of Mass, called
Coaxetp

Their are reasons to infer that there was a house on the
farm when Roger Richmond gave the deed in 1848 and the inf-
luence seams sound that it was the east end of the Manchester
mansion, It further seems probable that Joshija brownell added
to t he west end and built the present chimney. The origianl
section of the house was built about 1740

L
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D 84 Howland-Tripp house about 1748

Located on the I, side of the Pine Hill Meeting house rd, about
3/4 of u nile south of the Heads —

Land originally 1aild out to Nieholas lowland, who dewised the
seme to Lis son, -amuiel and Samuel in 1748 conveyed the south part of thw
fexm to his son, Nicholas, \ L

It subeequently wos owmed in 1815 by juldeh Tripp 1856 by Lot Iripp
and later by “ndréw Slocum, Edward lanchcater and Jeremish Tripp

Very few houses have been ullowed to uwontinae withoul renovation so
long as this snd llever and elegant house it has considerably suffcred
from lsck of repair, The construction lezves no doubt thot the west end,

containing the chimmey, was tuilt by Nicholas Howlund after 1748,

and the cast cdd, cerbaining-bho-enimsey was added later.

/’?’mw/qud} NMich ol as
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SeN  Mieholes 1248
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Lother Newitt  built a’bmiffi'?w.

) Locsted on the west edge of Westport between Devoll and Sawdy Ponds
In the eorly history of the tovm Devoll pond wes named "Pogensett™ Tho
land was orighnaslly owned by hi].i:p Tﬂber and in 1748 conveyed by him to

John Mosher, It nassed from John MMosher te his son Paul and later
to kobert, who had a sister listher, am:l she married Sammel Newett.
Her bothors -and sisters conveyed thori interest to her in 1806, In
1857 her administrstor sold the farm to Thomas Sandford and it was
later ovmed by Gideon Lewton and in 1905 by Geo. Tripo.

The house was bult at three periods, that part containing the loxge
chimmey wrs the oldeet, the other end buil: second, and the cctension
on the end, last. Lhe house fronts gouth and is located 2bout H/4 of
a mile {‘rcn“ the road lezding to the Crandall kd. in Tivertol:

In my opinion the old part was built antout 1748 by John losher, the
second nart by lobert Mosher, and the extension possibly by warmel
lNewlitt

4 : Es | b ek j
It wadt 5::::2,[ 748 evoll  I49amansutf’
Taven PhVlip ! Saw;),y Pond
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Joyn Rice Baker about 1750

Locagted on the west side of the Forge Road about % mile west of the
store at the Factory. -

The lend was laid out to Willim Earle, and his devisees about 1800
go0ld the same to Ebenezer Baker, who transferred it to his son, John

Rice Baker.
This house is a gambréel- roof and was built not far from 1750 by

Williem Barle. It has not been occupied for over 20 years and is unfit
for a dwelling,

&, & ai"\‘e N O Bk b MA?
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Giftford-Almy Horse Heek  about 1740

This house 18 loested on the Veast side of the road to lorsensck
and nesrly apposite the William Almy farm, and in 1904 belonged to
Lie William Almy hou3so.

In 1715 -- the land in this section weg owned by Robert Giffoxd,
and upon his death in 1729 came into the posaesaion of Daniel Gifford.
1791 Uaniel Gifford to Richard iirby
1805 Richord Kirby to Pordon Cornell
1317 Pardon Cormell te Gedion lpightman and Humphrey A. Slocumn.
1855 Andryew Slocum to Pardon Almy
The house belonged to the middle period of thgt style end vms
probably built about 1740 by Deniel Gifford, It has become wery
delapedatedand is not ocoupied,

=) {_!
9
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f:.llbcrt Ihcomhm Mouse b@t’.'_recan 1750 1760 (e 2§ 3) g )

Located on tho Sodun road about 3/4 of & mile north of the road
to Adameville,

Lant belenged originnlly to “:lllium tagomher and passed from him
to his son, Timothy, who devised, tho aame to his grendson Gilbert,
Tn 1976 it descended to Gilbert G, Macomber, .. o ¥j¢ ~—y

Hpllt prebebly bhetween 1750 and 1760

<
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Warren Gifford House Horseneck  About 1LV52

This house is located on the Last side of the road, just south
of Akin's eormer, and wes in 1904 owned by Cant. Viarren Gifford,
The Paym was originally ovmed by Nicholis Hosher, ' '

1727 Wicholis Mosher to Joseph Wing

1720 Joseoh Uing to Khenezder Fish

1755 Ebenazer Fish to Joseph Lornell

1778 Josevh 40 Abrahan Allen

1786 Abrahan Allen to Perry lacomber

1791 Perry Macombor 4o Allen Gifford

1981 Tabitha G, Howland to Warren Gifford

This house belongs to the middle period of Bambrel, - roof constyuc=
tion, When 1t was pepalred In 1855 the carpenter, Sisson, ripped off
a shingle from the side of the house on which was a dave, 1755,
Theras is no evidence of how ths date wes placed there, but there is
no cmestion that without it the influence would be that ©he housde
was buillt sabout thattime. '

In 1881 Capt. Gifford took out the old chimney and repdoced ib
by the present ons.

Mony years ago, when Allen Gifford was plowing, nertheast of this
house, nesr the spring, lime and bricks were uncoversd, showing locatd
lon of aneient house, whilch was probably that used by licholas licsher
in 1679, when his father geve him the farm and was the same house

nenttoned in the deed to Jaseph \?1:1@:./‘%*-&'.\
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Abner Kirby wbout 1730

Located on the wost side of vrift fead o mile =nd e querter south
the Head and wae owned in 1904 by Ceorge XKivby.

ihe land was laid out in 1736 to Inos GLffond.

1746 Pnos to Joseph Tripp

1768 Joseph Wripp to VWildiem Yevoll

1780 William Devoll to Sylvanus White

1780 Sylvamdas dhite bto Joshua Devell

1762 Joshua by will (o widow Pgace levoll

1795 FPeace %0 ichabod Brownell

1799 Ischzbed 3,rovnell to Job Lewbon

1811 Job Lawton t0 Whurston #hite

1852 Osborn ¢, Tilton to .abner Kirby

The house seems o have been ok thée farm when owned by wnog GLf-
ford in 1746, It belongs GO o well known type of gambrel -roof
built in Uartmouth between 1735-1745 The proboble date of its or=
ection wag bebtween 1730~ and 1736,

of
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ICHABOD POTTER HOUSE, WESTPORT. BUILT ABOUT 1720.

Located on t he North side of the Adamsville rodd, about 200 yrds
west of the town house at Central Village.

The land in 1712 belenged te Ichabod Potter and the same r;nﬁiﬁed
in the Yotter family for over a century, At the time of hid death,
the farm belonged to Ezra Brownell and at his death was ewned by
Stephen A, Brownell, his son, who was once mayer of New Bedferd, The
east addition is moderm, the gambrel-roof part belenged to the peried
between 1720 and 1740, and was porbably built by Ichabod Potter,



/)
Pe 184 \Juréip articles in Dart, His, Society
Pr.uler)u ,“/\ormmﬂu House ahout 1735

Loeatbod uq the ponth side of the main highway in flestport, soubh
west of Browﬁg]le COTNer .

The land w'tq originally owmed by George Cadman and by will and ine-
heritance dngca,nﬂed to his grandehildren, Christopher and loger lihite,
vho conveyed the urme hefore 1753 to Joseph Urownell, who that year
deoded the, & to Ichabod Trivp, who tyansferved the same Lo certain
heirs and by Bls adninfstreter in 1829 was sold to George C, brownell,
it the aa {-, Brovmell Gonveyed it to tphwaim P, i1rdpp, onc ol vhe
descenfengs ¢f yehabod, Hin second wife was Frudence, and at his
de ath, befor_. 1967, his heirs releaced theip righvs Lo the wicow,
ligy a.-.ucq 1 }m w,n was george Vi, a;l.mnwna and she is the owner of the
wonesrb 1805, '

Thy ziou V,T ,px:obnoly built by Jaseph Brownell but the exoct
year 3. unqgrt in ‘peo-mﬂa his deed from the Whites has never boen
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Daniel “ripp house built betwoen 1740 and 1750

“his

housé 1s located on the esat slde of Westport Point

opPosite Undman's Neeck, at the place commonly kmown as Tripp's
Wharf, and was owned in 19204 by Samuel Y. Henry. '

~ "The lond was orginally owned by J and J. #llen and fyrom then des-
cended to Philip Allen,

1776
1786
1795
1803
1829

1886

1837
1884

7 This

~ Philip Allen to Henry Eddy
Hepyy Eddy to Bbonezer Eddy
‘Epenezer Lddy to Daniel Tripp
baniel Tripp te Edward Phillips
{ Bdward Phillips to Jacob Collins
‘ Jagob 4o Abner Lripp
 Abner Tripp %o Daniel Tripp
| George Ae Tripp to kichsel Wainex and by will to 5.\, lenry

llouse was probably builb by rhilip &illen debween 1742 and 1780

Ty
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n-Lees House about 1740

dn the Vest side of the road about 2 miles south of
Tillage on Westport Point.
a part of the 500 acre farm of Henry Brightmen and this

: gaad t8, Brownell to Hobert P. Tripp
' 1861) Robert P.\Tripp to Jomn &, Cornell
_A8p6 \Tohn &, Carnell to HiB, Woodbridge
e | H,Be Woodbridge to Andrew Lees.

" 186 \faces south with end to the road and has a gammel

{/f TOo &on.tt’m ‘south side and plain on the north an two distinct dates,
~ /| the gqast hal: [ ‘beihg the oldest,as there is a summer in that pert of
2 ) | ‘none_in the west end. |The house was probebly built
Brig itman and the new parh built about 1300 when it passed

.0f Preserved Sherman,
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P 140 Worth book in Dart, His, soﬂ,q
Asa Tripp House, Built about 1740
= g b ‘

Located in the woods e mile from the road, the entrance being
about & mile north of Central Village near the premises of
Algren O, Tripp The land was laid out to Joseply or Peleg Tripp.
1802 This house wes owned by Preserved Tripp

1859 Mary Tripp gave it to hey son Asa
1882 Asa Tripp to Ceorge F, Vipod

1884 George to Christiana Gun.st‘,ant!.na
1886 Chrietisna Constantine to Stephen B, Pettey
The house is a gambriel- roof of the 1740 style and was probably

milt about tlfﬂate by some ownar hamed Trippe
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P 141 Vlorth book in Dart, His. Society

iichard Gifford House about 1773

Located on the west side of Horge Neck 3/4 mile south of south
Westport and near romantic cut formied by a brook commonly designefied
s "The Glen",

It was a part of the Willlem Iiipherton farm and in 1772 was con-
veyed to Edward Wing,

1784 Ldward Ving to sons Joseph ond Edward, In the division
Edward received the north part with the house,
1834 Edward Vings daughter, Ro'bmua Gifford sold it to o hqnw

pero-
1845 HNgchard Gifford
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James Tripp house about 1721

Located on the east sice of the road, west of the Noguochoke
N

piver about a mile and a half north of Hix bridge.
=

Land laid out to James Tripp

Trinn to Hohn lripo "where A

now rwell"”

p Da

James
John Trinn to James Tripp

fames Tripp to William White, Ir.

thite to THdwds/Prééd#/ Reuten Raite pyg g e &

to dhomas #TEQEE - livad o=T Parr{J
i

fn I
P = s

3 <) =1 ~1 =)

A -

T e

Jenathan |
Henry Wa

=3
“t
-
y L
~) b
| |

L
n

N ?3” i3
Thomas Preese to Yapoleon Neschamp

et

tel

2
J

and cornice sugpests @ construc-

The overhang gable
tion previous to 1740, the only other in this section
ke chimney, evedently,

being the Antipas Hathaway house. 1
has been altered. The house has summers upstairs and down,
but the corner pcsts are of uniform size.

1721 by John lripp

-

The house was probably built abou

or his father James.




@harleas Baker house Weat port Bullt about 1782

Located near the head ob hhe head of the uine H;ll meeting
house road. R S 7

1787 Land owned by Peleg ?ripp
1792 Peleg Tripp to Charles Baker, Tannex
1904 Descendents of Charles

A tradition exests that Chawles Baker began to build this
house when he was 18, and he was born in 1764, The main parb is
constructed on the five room plan, like the Akin house on
Potteors hill, Dartmoutli, |

/..
-



tieorge Lawbon House Westport buile about 1790

Land laid out originally to {igg:gg..L-aw'bon_ who wa$ the proprictor
of a mill on the stream between &ieatport,f‘aptory_gnd the Head, in
the vieinity of which is the lower mill of the Westport Nfgs LOe

His homestead was located &t Lawtons Corner about % miles north-
west of the head on the old road to Fall River. The famm has descend=
ed from one Lawton %0 another €nd has never been owned by any one ex-
copt @ lineal descendent of the orglnall Georse Lawton. 1he present
ovmer is George C, Lewton of Fall Hivers

The pietuve represents FWe Palmer holding a gueen Anne flint-
10ck mekot, the barrel &8 which 1s of unusul length. The gun is men-
¥ioned in the inventory of the cstate of the orginal Geogge lewton

ond has passed by the same s1itle a5 the farm,
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NAMES OF OWNERS OF HOUSFS PA ES

Allen, Philip 365
Allen, Abelan 368
Augtin, Pmma C, 371
Baker, John "ice 358 L750
Ebenezer 358
Charles 369
Brownell, ¥ardon 357
Jogh ja 357
Isaacs 364
Ichabod B, 373

Joseph 375

Geo. C 375
Brightman Henry 364
Thomas 364

Gedion 372

Cornell, John A 364
Jos. 368

Pardon 372
Collins, Jacob 365
Cushuan Herbert E, 371

Anna "
Cadman Yeo, 375
Constantine Christiana 376

Bevoll ¥im
Joshua 373
Peace 373

Earle, "m, 358 362
Eddy, lenry 365
Ebenezer

Figh, Ebenezer 368

Gifford, Robert 372 259
Timothy 359
Ephraim ™
Richard 363

Rebecca "
warren, Capt. 368
Aljen "

Daniel 371

Enos 373

@Gaunt, Hannanuh 361

Howland, Nicholas 356 Nich, son
Tshaubd G, 388

Handy 360

Henry 2.W, 365

Kirby, Bobert 362

Ichabond "
Richard 372
Geo 373
Abner 373

Lawton, Gedion 355
Geo, C. 366
jos, T, 370
Job 373
Lees, Andrew 304
Landers, James 367
Jos, 367

-

Mosher , John 355

C 1748

Paul, “obert sons WBsther

Nicholis 368

374

Macomber, "“m, 356
Perry 368
John 370

Leonard 370

. Gilbert 374

Limothy 374

Manchester Fdward 356

abraham 357 Rhoda (Capt, “orbes)

Newett, “sther 355
Samuel "
Potter 362
Perry G
Rescomb "

Nathaniel 364
Pero, ‘lenry 363
Phil ps Pdward 365
Paimer, “.W. 366
Petty Stephen . 376

174&

371

[

Rogers, John 357 Kichmond (grandson)

Richmond, Perez
Ricketson 361

357 (1748
kliz,

sons *imothy "m. Jonathan

Sanford, ‘Thomas 355

Slocum Andrew 356
Wjumphrey 372

“herua: , ‘homas 361

372

i/

Charles and “lbert 361
Hobert Perserved 364
Pimmons Prundence Geo. W, 375

laber, Philip 355
Truel, Llvia,m, 359
lilton Ysborn ~ 373
Tripp Geo 3557
Huldah 356
Lot 356
Jeremiah 356
Paniel 365
Jacob 365
Yeo. A, 365"
Algren O, 376
fos. or Peleg "’

dena jah 364
Robert P. "
Peleg 369 7
Jos. 373 ¥
Ichabod 375
Ephraim "
Prudence "
Asa fﬁJ?ﬁ)



Ving, “athew 361 367
Edward 363 ’
sons Jos 3063
Edward 363
Wait -Potters 302
bhomas
ﬁl'.'l‘li.
Keuben 370
Wondbridge H,E, 364
WainermMachael 365
Worth, Henry ¥, 371
White, “ylvanus 373
Lthurston 373
Whristopher 375
Roger 375
Wood, Yeo, ¥, 376

368



01d Colony Society Has Westport as Topic 1932

Miss Gladys b. Kirby Tells of Visit of Gosnold and His Iraders.,
Thanks, iving Dialogve Ably Rresented

The followingz is an abstract of the address of Miss Kirby:

ligiousfreedom and the general pposperty of the closing days of the reign of"good
Jueen Dess'", a band of English gentlemen and (raders under the leadership of
Bartholomew Gosmold came to the i&land of Cuttyhunk and there established a
trading post, hoping to carry on a lucrative trade with the Indians of that
section; but the unfriendly atritude of these same Indians, the rigors of our

New Bngland climate, the gnawiny pands of hunger, or some equally terrifyin
reason forced these faint hea, ted Unplishmen 1o remasn in this localid y bnd

ithree weecks,

However during this brief sojourn these men did one thing which to us of this
era, at least, is signi icant. They took a sailing voyaze (rom the western shore
of their island settlment, across Bu-zard's Bay to Round Hill then to a plare
which we rec gnize as Gooseberry Neck and lastly to a broad harbor of river's
mouth which is so well des ribed by one of the two historians of the expedtion
that we quickly recognize the spot as Westport Harbor and so realize most readily
that it was not the Pilgrim band, but Gosnold and his tracders who were the first
Enlishmen to gaze upon the shores of Westport, this visit taking place according
to the recorder on May 31, 1602,

However those same stern Pilgrims did not long overlook the value of this re-
gion. As early as 1640 we find them trying by means somewhat irregular, at least
according to the practiees of modern business, to get possession of this Indain
region known as Acoaxet and its two adjoin ng neighbors Acushnet nnd &pponaganset,
but their scheme apparently fell through and it was not until 1652 "that b,
William Bradford, Captain Standish, lhomas Southworth, John Winslow, Jahn Cook
and other asaocaates or ol cnmers” bought from Wesamequen and Wamsutta his son,
"all tracts of land lying three miles eastward from a river called Cushenagg to
a certain ha bor called Acoaksett, to a flat rock on the west side of said harbor."

Por this vast region these "old comers' paid 30 yards of cloth, eight moose skins,
15 axes, 15 hoes, 15 pairs of breeches, eight blankets, two ktttleb, one cloth,

21 pounds in wampum eight pairs of stock1ng$, eight pairs of shoes, one iron pot

and eight shillgs in othér commodities, probably this last meaning eight shilléngs
worth of rum. For this munificent sum these men received, roughtly speaking,

the territory now included within the limits o' the city of New Bedford and the towns
of Fairhaven, Acushnet, Yartmouth, and Westport,

In 1664, or 12 y&ars after the date o” the purchase, these three regions petit-
ioned the Plymouth “ourt to be incorporated as a town and given the name of Dart-
mouth. Although this peptidion was rea’lily granted, the western section of the
town continued to be known by its former name of Coaksett or Acoaksett. T is town
was destined to grow and at the close of the Revolution was desirdus of bLreaking
up into several smaller muncipalities. So, in 1787, the Acoaksett section petition
ed the General Court to become a separaie town to be known by the name of Westport
This name Westport had a real significance at that time, for then the states of
Maine and Mass. were both Mass. territory and so remained until 1820. During this
period the term "from Eastport to Westport' was used by the sailors to determine
the limits of the Mass, coastline, Thus the harbor at the southern end of the town
and the westPort of our Mass sailors gave to the town its present name

WHllF our Pilgrim fathers were living peacefully at Scrooby injoying the re-
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The first white settler who came to dwell in Westport was Richard Sisson who
removed there from Portsmouth, Rhode Island, In 1671 this venturesome character
had the courage to build a house eight miles from the seashore, a thing most
hazardous to contemplate in those days prior to King Philip's War. Sisson's
farm was a large one located at the Head of Westport on the west side of the
Acoaksett River and extended about a quarter of a mile along the present Drift
Road and equally far west along the vld County Road, Bxactly where Sisson built
his house is not knmown, "but it was probably just west of the present landing
and near both the road and the river."

The original house was burned by the Indians during the summer of 1675, Ihis
FDC&;WM&Q Aauted the sisson family, for no sobner was the war over than they pro-
ceadbd Lo build another house on or near the site of the old one, Here the family
continued to dwell for a centnry and a half and during most of that time, kept a
tavern at which the stagecoaches stopped on their way to and from Newport and New
Bedford and where the town meeting war rants were regularly posted.

Another would-be inland settler of Westport during the days before King Philip's
War was William Barle. He bought a farm on the west side of Horseneck road and
about one mile south of South Westport near the regions called Peetskeshuet and
Skimsuet by the Indians. Here in the summer of 1675. Harle started to build a
house and was in the act of boarding the roof when a méssenger came to warn him of
the approach of hostile Indians. Whereupon the Earle family started for the near-
est blockhouse which was at Appona; ansett.The Larles reached the blockhouse in
safety, but even after the Wampanoaps had been efectually subsued, they could not
be induced to return to Westport,

jamp years passed by and finally when the trees which had taken root in the
cellar had gwown as hight as the roof , Joseph Landers purchased the Barle farm and
completed, in 1707, the house which remained standing until 1894 when the present
owner of the farm tore the old house down and erected a modern structure in its
place.

Although nol particularly applicable in the case of these men, we can if we look
beneath the surface, easily see that one of the leading factors in the settlement
of the town was the religious intolerance of the colonial governuents of Plymouth
and Mass, Bay.

In the latter half of the 17th century descendants of several of the emigrants
of several of the emigrants from Scrooby and in one case even a Mayflower passen=—
gerr himself disapreed with the established government of the Plymouth colony
over questions religious and migrated to L1d Vartmouth to enjoy greather freedom,
Like wise the persecuted JQuakers of Sandwich and Marshfiled along with the des-
cendants of those Friends, who had suffered persecution in the Mass. Pay olony,
came to Dartmouth to take up their abode. llere these people, because of geographic
conditions and differing religious faiths, settled not in a community siwilar to
the Bnglish town with a central village and outlgyng fields to which many of the
populace daily migrated in order ot till the fields, but instead we find large
separate farms of almost manor-like porportions over each of which a proprietor
of the town, as owner, lorded his individual sway.

Because some of these adventurous pion .ers poss -ssed strong views on independ-
ence they dared to settle far from the seacoast among the barbarous Indians. The
colonial officials paid little heed to these later irregularities of behavior
among these non-conformists, ntil the town growing larger and more prosperous
forced its attention upon the Plymouth Court who, in turn, in 1671 passed the fol-
lowing order,"In reference unto the town of Dartmouth, it is ordered hy the €Gourt
that whereas a neglect the past year of the gathering in of the sum of 15 pounds
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according to order of the court to be kept in stock toward the support of such
as may dispense the word of God unto them, it is again ordered by the Court that
the sum of 15 pounds be this year levied unto Arthur Hathaway and Serpeant Shaw,
to be Ly them improved as opportunity may present by the ends aforesaid."

This order affected the people of Dartmouth but little for three years later,
1674, at a meeting of the “ourt at which the boundaries of Fartmouth were being de
termined, it was recorded,"the Governor, Mr, Hinckley, Ireasurer, bir, Wally,

Lieut, Forton and John lomson, did engate to give meeting with others to propose
and endeavor that some provision may be made for the preaching of the word of
God amonst them'(the people of Vartmouth.) .

Lven during the trials and calamities which befell the people of Dartmough
in the days of King Philip's War, the authorities at Plymouth did not discontinue
their upbraidings, but instead; in Uctober 1675, the Court passed an order pepeim-
manding the people of Dartmouth for their lack of piety which, in turn, had caused
the Almighty to visit His wrath upon them by "suffering the barbarous heathen to
spoil and destroy most of their habitations." Therefore, in rebuilding. the town
must have one or more compact villapes in order that the inhabitants might be
better able todefend themselves properly against the Indians and "to betler attend
the public worship of God" under the leadership of a "faithful dispenser of the
word of God", Also that in the future that the ppople of Dartmouth would find that
neither God nor the Court would tolerate the same neglect of things religious that
had existed in the past,

In spite of this dire warning the court was unable to suppress the spirit of
heresay. The enactment went unheaded by the populace and the General Court in 1692
and in 1695 issued orders, requiring the town to provide able, learned and orthodox
minis ters. Finally on Feb, 16, 1703, it was voted, that "Mr, James Gardner shall
be minister of the town."

Bvedently Mr, Gardener was not acceptalble as a minister for in 1704 the town was
indicted for non-cowmpliance of the law.

This indictment arounsed the ire of the townspeople, who at a town meeting
held Jan. 4, 1705, sent an indignant reply to the court addressed '"to the Quarter
sessions to be holder at Bristol" in which the town vehemently asserted f{hat it
had an "honest, bearful God, conscientious, learned, able and orthodox minister."

Now to remove all chance of a difference of opinion between a town and the Gen-
eral “ourt as to what constituted an orthodoz minister, a law was enacted in 1715,
that gave the power of deciding on a minister's orthodoxy to the court and not to
the individual municipality. 5till the people of Dartmouth refused to allow the court
to choose their minister,

Finally matters reached a crisis as is bound to happen in such cases and Dart-
mouth in 1722 refused to pay 100 pound ta- for the support of a minister whose
selection should be made by the General “ourt. As a result, their selectmen, Philip
Taber and John Akin were thrown into Bristol jail., This added insult to njury
and the town at a special town meeting immediately appropriated 700 pounds to pay
for sending an embassy to Bngland whose mission should be the gaining of the towns
religious liberty, Dartmouth's representatives upon arriving in England immediate-
ly gained sympathies of two friends, lhomas Richardson and Richard Partridge, who
were most willing to intercede in thé town's behalf.

Ihese representatives were armed with a petition which well pleaded the cause
of civil and religious liberty and was addressed to the 1“ing in Council. This
petition was considered at the ourt of St, James on June 2, 1724 when "the King's
nost HExcellent Jamerty and all the lords of the privy council" were present,

After due consideration his Majerty Sedi®e I ordered the obnoxious tax be re-
mitted and that Philip Taber and John Akin be released from their 18 months imprison-
ed at the same time on a similar charge. Dartmouth and Liverton, which was then
in Mass, were the only towns in the colony who had refused to levy the tax, "ihe
Lovernor and all other officers of the province of Mass, Liay" were netcified to
yiel® obedience Lo Lhese orders."
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Was it George I, the German, the first of those Hanoverian kings, who never
learned to speak Lnbl1sh and always conversed with his ministers in Latin who
listened to this petition of the people of Vartmouth written in Lngllbh and de=
dided in favor of these colonists or was it that archOpoliticain, England's first
Prime minister, lorace Walpole, who decided to grant that petition?

Knowing Horace Walpole's love of stock companies which iater nearly proved his
political undoing, we believe that some of the influential stock holders of lart-
mouth or if not they, their friends, whispered right words into Horace's listen-
ing ear, ‘Thus in one way or another was religious liberty won in Old Dartmouth
and for that matter for all ™ass, for never again did a “ass legislature dare at-
tempt to dictate ot any town against that town's will whom it should hire for a
minister, So, in 1730, we fidn the Eeople of lartmouth choosing as their relig-
ious teachers, NlCthﬂS Howland, riend, and Philip Taber, a Laptist.

Always in the old town we find that th ese two denomirations, Friends and Pap-
tists, working amicably on all projects athat werefor the betterment and the dev=
elopment of the town, Une of the projects in which these people engaged was the
acquisition of more territory. This of course was not peculiar to our town but
seems to have been a hobby with many New England communities. in the early part
of the 18th century during one of those frequent periods when the Mass and ®,1,
boundary line went roaming about and finally settled itself in a new location,
the town acquired on its wesiern front a large tract of land known as Stephen's
Neck, the name probably being the English adaptation of some more poetic sounding
Ind:an name. this region is today a part of that section of the town known as
Westport Harbor and is partially covered by the Acoaxet Club,

The origianl purchasers of the region were Capt, “illiam “outhworth of Little
Compton and "John Rogers, an inhabitant of Boston in New England." These men
paid for the land 120 pounds "of current lawful money in New England' though the
purchase price are our real sources of interest,

John Rovers of Yoston was the grandson of Thomas Rogers 18th 51gner of the
Mayflower ompict and great, gredat grandson of John Rogers, the "artyr, who was
burned at the stake at Smithfield under an edict issufed by "Bloody Mary" on Feb=-
ruary 4, 1555, Genealogists at first had difficulty in proving that John Kobers,
purchaser of Stephen's Neck was a lineal descendant of John Rogers the Martyr.
Now Mr, Wilfred Rogers of Nottingham, England, fourteenth descendant from the
Martyr and other equally relible authorities feel that they have unguesionable
proof that Thomas Rogers, the “ayfolower passenger and grandfather of the purchas-
er was a lineal descendant of this most famous member of the Rogers family, John
Rogers the ®artyr.

John Rogers the purchaser married Blizabeth Yabodie, daughter of William and
Rlizabeth (Alden) Pabodie, John and Blizabeht (Yabodie) Rogers had a daughter
Elizabeth who married Col, Slivesser Richmond and these two, in turn, became the
parents of Hon, Col, Sylvester Richmond, shose gallantry at Cape Breton and Louis-
burg has undoubedly often been commented upon from this platform as that gentle=
man was for mamy years a resident of Dighton although for several years he did re-
side in the western section of our town which later became a part of Little Comp-

ton., 1t was while residing near Stephen's Neck that his son Hzra was born who later

won the title of colonel at the famous siege of Louisburg and who still later

marcied Mary Baylies of Dighton. Both the Richuon? and Daylies were intimately con
necter with the earlier history of your city and this immediate vicinity,

The other purchaser, wWilliam =2outhworih, son of Lhe well=lknown -engral “onstant
Sotithworth, was a Lrother-in-law of John Rogers, his partner as William Southworth
narried lebececa Pabodie another danghter of William and Elizabeth (Alden)Yabodie,

The Southworth family like the Rogers family traces its descent from the DNukes
of Capet, Baldwin, and Burgundy, Alfred the Great, Charlemagne, and William the
Longqueror. Gen, Lnnstant Southworth, Father of the purchaser, served in the Pe=
quot War, was treasurer of the Flymou th ei#kiké colony for 16 years, a deputy
for 22 years, commissary general during King Philip's war, and govermnor of Ken-
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nebeec while his wife was Elizabeth Collier, Baughter of William Collier, richest
man of the Plymouth colony and one of the original purchasers of our town.

Two other men who were engaged in extensive land transactions at this time were
Christopher and Robert Gifford, sons of William Gifford of Sandwich, who had been
persecuted for being a Quaker, The two men have been referred to as the land kings
of Dartmouth for at one time they owned more than 800 acres in the town and gave
to Westport the ladings at Horseneck, Westport Point, Hix's Bridge, and Head of
Westport. <%he younger of the brothers, Robert, sometime before 1711 built a
house on the west s ide of Horseneck roacd about a half mile south of Akin's corn=
er which is still owned by a lineal descendant of the original owner. The site
which Robert chose for his home is not lacking in beauty. 1t is located on the
side of a hill overlooking Westport Point, Horsenmeck and the Acoalsett River. The
interior of the house gives indisputable evicence of its early origin as both up=
stairs and downstairs there are summers -- those beams which cross the main room
from the end girt to the chimney girt. The word is a relic of the Middl: Ages
and is derived from the Norman ‘rench "sommier™ anc finally goes back to the low
Latin "sagmarius™, a pack horse, The name is well applied for the s ummer carried
half the second floor. the other half resting on the side girts. The corner posts

of the Gifford house are bLracketed and the ed es are rounded and beaded while the
bricks in the chimney are of small size. lhe summer downsiairs is supported by
a post in the wall,

for many years the Giffords conducted a store in the southwest chamber of this
house. Llradition states that customers often came from pints as far distant as
Tauton tobuy the wares here displayed, When we consider the condition of the roads
which then lay between lprseneck and Taunton and the fine outlook which the house
hal in all directions we can not help feeling athat the owner was a '"trader on the
wrong side of the law" and dealt widely in smuggled goods, Our suspicions become
even stronger when we recollect there was no custom house in the town till more
than céntury after Robert Gifford built his house. Thus we malign our ancestor,

Another landholder of this peried who seems worthy of our attention is one
valentine Huddlestone, whose name first appears in the Dartmouth records in 1681
and again on Nov., 13, 1694, it is found among the list of proprietors of Lart-
mouth attached to the oconformitory deed of William Bradford. Previous to his ar-
rival &t Dartwmouth iluddlestone had resided at Newport, His Westport farm was lo-
cated near '‘ix's Bridge on the east side of Westport River, on the north side of
the highway fronting the river, and was by the survey of 1711 declared to contain
297 acres, lere Huddlestone live until his death at the age of 99 in June 1727,

Loday, we together with all other Anglo—Saxon people, have a keen interest in
and a feeling of gratitude toward one of Huddleston's descendants, his preat, great
great,preat gradn-daughter, Lady Pairhaven, daughter of the late lenry Huddles-

stone Rogers, who in June 1929, gave to the british nation $ke to L= G
kept as a patrietic shrine, thai wost historic islan® in the Lhames River, funny-
mede ——- that snot where Sine John in 1215 was forced by the barons of England to
sign Magna Charta, that docu ent which pave permuently to all *nglish sbealing
people the right to jury trial, nrotection ajai sl unjust imprisonwent and unfair
taxation.

Now let us say no more about the region about Hix's Lridge until we know more of

the bridge and its wwner, *n 1709 Mary Hix, twice a widow and the mother of 11
children was looking about for a means of livelihood for herself and family and
at last decided to purchase a piece of land on the west side of the river and the
south side of the Acushnet-Seaconnet Trail near where the present Hix's Dridge

is located and upon this land erect a house which she could fise as a tavern also
to run the ferry which some venturesoume, but as yet unidentified, person had pre-
viously been running. The house built the next year is still standing at the west
end of the present bridge on the south side of the highway and owned by Anasa

L. Remington.
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This house Mary Hix uscd as a tavern and from 1710-1735 had pranted to her
each year an innkeeper's license to sell intoxicating liquors, so Mary Hix, liv-
ing in a time when the buying and the selling of alcoholic beverapes were most
respectable and whn the Leverages themselves were looked upen as a necessary
commodity, was able to earn a comfortable 1iving for herself and her family. But A
after 25 years as proprietor of ferry and tavern tdary llix sold her business to
her son “illiam Hix, Although he coninted to have a liquor license and to keep the

tavern, he was apparently more interestied in develoning transportation facilities
than in ionkeeping.

Uf course he may have reasoned with real business sagacity an” prudence that
the safer and more comfortable that he made traveling in the vicinity of his tavern,
the more travelers he could attract to that place. However what William Uix thought
is a matter of conjecture but what he did is a mat -- (missing section)

Immediately the voters at the llead under the leadership of George Lawton and
William Sisson protested to the Yeneral Court that William Hix, who had a priv-
ilege of a ferry, had built a lridge which was a comuon nuisance, because it ob-
structe’ the passape of vessels up anl down the river ancd that the bridge should
be removed. Notice was issued to Hix io show why the petition should nob be
granted. By the incidents which followed, it would secem as if William Hix had in-
herited some of his moiher's executive ability, as we [ind that next two years
this gentelman was elected as one of the town's representatives to the Leneral
Court,

This election was apparently much to his advantage in the bridge controversy
for in 1739, in reponding to the nitice of the Yeneral “ourt, Hix showed that at
his own expense, he had built a sommodious bridge at a convenient place alos that
it was a great benefit to the public., He at the same time petitioned the court
to establish the same as a toll bridge. 'lhe court with little hesitancy granted
the petition and Hix was allowed to charge the same amount for toll that he had pre—
viously charged ferrigaz. 1In 1743 the owner was allowed to double the rates bLe-
cause of the cost of building and maintaining the bLridge. ‘he rates as then es-—
tablished were: "Single Passenger, 1 penny: fvery lorse and ban, 2 pencej Every
Horse, Ox or Cow, 1 penny; Every Score of Sheep or Hogs, 5 pence per score,"

Brom the time of Mix's death to 1871 this bridee was owned by various residents
of the town and finally in 1871 it was bought by the town for $1500 , when the
practice of paying toll was albolished,

The Hix house as well ag the bridge was destined to become a place of local
interest. Here in 1787 and 1788 in the days when William [lix's son-in-law, Joseph
Gifford, was managing the tavern, many scenes were here enacted which were entirely
unlilke those which usvally take place within the walls of a tavern. lhese occurred
during the period when Westport was trying to organize itself as a town, when it w
as alteyptivg to have ils boundry lines lepally deterwined, when il was choasing
a represéentative to the “eneral Court who should vote negatively or affirmatively
on the ratification of the new Fedoral “onstitution, for for a time it servedias

estpori's town hall. AL a town weeting held here Bppil 1784, voles were cast for
governor and lieutenant governor., John Handcock received 75 votes for governor
and Bamuel Adams 38 for lieutanant governor.

At another m eeting held here in June of the same year, it was voted to pay
Lemuel Bagley four shillings for making a jury box. Jhis jury bos is the one mnow
in use at the Westport lown Hall as its general structure and design, its hinges,
and its evidence of never having been painted all indicate that it is nearly a
century and a half old.
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Apther important factor inthe early growhh of our town was the
establishment of saw andgrist mills in the town and this happened rather
early in the town's history. We find that in 1714, Benjamin Crane who
made the first euthentic survey of the town of Dﬂzm‘qfﬁ Jaia out
land at the Head of VWestport to “the saw mill men," Théae saw mill men"
vere George Lawton, John Tripp mfdd Benjamin Waite allformer residents
of—Darbmenbh,--R,--I- Portemouth, R, I. Tripp and Waite appear to one
on the east side snd the other have conducted mills on two sites, on
the weat side of IMorge Road about one-half mile north of Head of West=-
port, one being near the present cobton mill ovned b the Westport mfg,
co,, and the other directly opposite it, Here until 1786 Tripp and
Waite ran a forge in the mill on the west side of the road and a grist
mill in the Building on th enst side of the redd . ‘Then this property
wag sold to w11118n Rotich, Jr., a member of the famous Rotch family
who more than any other family were reponsible for the fame New Beford
experienced as a_whaling port, I"ifty years later Rotch sodd this pro-
perty to Anthonv Gifford who made hoes in the forge and had a rule fac-
tory on the east side off the road.

Wle should have said that during the early days of Roteh's ownership h e

engaped a member of the Leonard family of Taunton to show him how to run,
in the best possible menner this irvon f= :ectory where he was manufacturing
chainas, anchors and other appliances to be uged in connection with the
whaling indusdry,

In 1854 Anthony Gifford sold this property to William B, Trfford who
erected a stone mill on the sifle of the forge. This mill today is the
property of the Vlestport Man, Co,, and is commonly spoken of as the
"Forge Mill."

The houses of two of these "mill men" are still standing add are in ) i B
good state of preservation, Vaite's house, built in 1667 according to ;
well founded tradition, but zccording to | he only documentary svidence
available not until 1683, At presént the house is owned by Frank A,
Potter and is loeated about one-nusrter of » mile north of Central Vidlage
on the enst side of the Nain Hond some distance from bhe highway. Not omyly
is it the oldest house to be found within the terribbry once included.Old
Dartmouth but is probably the oldest house in southern mass, It is a
one-Btory dwelling 18 feet square with 2 low attif under the roof. The
west side hsa a stone wall tapering with .the roof ending in the chimney
atack., The fireplace is low =nd a century after the house was built was
lined with brick. The chimmey jamb is a beam 18 inches 8sgusre and the
corner posts are braced and mortared. The mortar used in constructisg
the chimney was made from a composition of oyster shells, So proud is
Westnort of this house that it has a likeness of it on the towvm seal,.

Lripp, like his partner liaite, chose to build his guwelling at con-
giderable distance from his mill, His house is located nbout two miles e
south of Hend of Westpor/ on a lane running off Drift Read. The type of
architecture used is the overhanging pgable style and is somewhat simi-
1ar to the Paul Revere house in Boston,

Lawton the third "mill man" erected a saw mill on what is now the Gif-
f"ﬁ Rond about a ﬁiqﬁ mile north of Head of Wesport, Tor century this




mill was mown ag the "Lawbton Mill," This mill continued to operate up
to the last decade ond Tor meny years played on important part in the
life of the toyn, liany years after the erection, probably 100, John
Gifford vurchased nearly all the land which lay between this mill and
fthe 0ld Bedford Road in what is now Worth Westpory As his sons grew
to manhood and married, he cut from hi§ large holdings a generous por-
tion for each,

In order to visit his family with sreater esse he caused a road to
be built which would connect these scottered farms and ultimately &
final short stretch of road was built from his holdings to the mill in
order that his family misght easily get "to Hill.," ZLest you think too
highly of this man's generosity let us relate another story which re-
veals another ailde of his character,

One day, so the story goes, this said John Gifford received his tax
bill of 11,50 en his 400-acre holdings. So enraged was he at receiving
such an exorbitant bill that he like all other irate taxpayers refused
then and there to pay the bill, declaring that the town should not rec-
eive one cent of his money. The tovm did not receive one cent of his
money but over came the situation in the following menner, He paid a
vigit to a neighbor who happened to owe Gifford a sum of money and sug-
gested to his debtor that the account could be cancelled if he (Gifford)
could borrow the former's yolk of oven for three days., The wwner of th e
readily agreed,

The next day HohnGaéfford, the borrowed oxen and a tip-cart went to
work repaniring a certain picce of the town's highway. This procedure
was gone through asain on the tQw succedding days. At the end of the
third day the record of work was duly reported to the tax collector who

vag duty bound to mark Gifford's tax 1ill ponid as the tovm then al-
lowed any man to pay his tax through working on the road at the rate of
50 cents a day for his services along with bhose of a wagon, and team of
horsesa or oxen,
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Now let us consider a different type of man undoubtedly on of the most far
sighted broad-minded and philanthbopic man who ever claimed Westport as his
place of residence, We refer to Captain Yaul Cuffee, whose father, a negro,
and whose mother, an Indian, were slaves owned by the “lcum family. When still a
child. TPaul “uffee's father purchased the freedome of this family from the Slo-
sums for the sum of 140 pounds. Though Paul early received his freedom, he re-
ceived only a very meager education ofr in this family of ten children of whomn
Paul was the youngest few luxuries were had At the ageof sixteen Yaul became
a sailor and it is said that in two weeks he hearned enought about navigation to
be abel to command his own ves:el., He made many voyages to the Gulf of Mexico, the
West Indies, JJnglanr! and Africa, Of his many voyages the two maot famous are one
to Sierra Leone and England in 1812,

Un the first of these voyages he carried thiry-one emigrants to the free
British settlement at Sierra Leone, Learing the expense of the whol expedition
himself. which amounted to $4,000. While on his way to Africa he made port on the
Scottish coast and the next edition of the Edinburg Review commented upon the un-
usual occurrence that a vessel with negro owner, captain and crew, had made port
in its harbor and in a later edition, commented upon the nobi# life and character
of this ne ro Friend from Westport.

Un the latter voyage which came to an end after the War of 1812 had begun as
his vessel was returning from Africa, he stopped at England and here took on a
cargo of merchandise, including 160 merino sheep, said to be the second importa-
tion of these animals to this country. When “aptain Cuffee's vessel was draw-
ing near Buzzard's Bay, she was halted and boarded by a cusion officer. After
the officer ha ' concluded his examination of the cargo, he ordered the vessel to
be interned at Newport, because, in his estimation, at least a part of the cargo
was contraband,

Cffee did not agree with the officer, but came to Wewtport without further dis=
cussion. Here he got a certificate from the Acoaxet Meeting of Friends, stating
that he might not be apprehended as a fugitive slave on a irip he had suddenly
determined to take. Next he proceeded to Philadelphia where he procured letters
of recommendation from prominent Priends, From there Captain Cuffee went to Wash-
ingbon, where he interviewed Predident Madison, At the close of the interview
the President gave Captain Cuffee an order addresced to the collector of the port
at Newport, R.I, which directed the collector to detain the Captain's vessel no
longer end to restore the same and its cargo to the wwner. On Cuffee's return he-
wrote a letter to President Madison thanking him for his courtesty, A copy of
this letter was made by Paul Cuffee and is today in the collection of Faul Cuffee
papers at the New Bedford Public Library. So fiar as we can learn. So far as we
can learn Paul Cuffee has the distinciton of being the only Westport citizen who
ever wrote a letter directly to a President of the U,5, although on tow occasions
the citizens of Westport in town meeting have sent pettions to the President and
Congress, first to repeal the Embargo Act in 1508 and second not to enact the
Kansas- Nebraska Bill in 1854,

To this man Paul Cuffee, the Negroes of Mass. owe an everlansting debt of
gratitude because it was through a petition which he caused to be circulated in
1780 and which he later had forwarded to the General Court, asking for redress
that from over taxation that the Legislature of this Commonwealth ultimately
granted to the Negroes of Mass. the right to vote, But all residents of Westport
whether black or white are indebted to him for another great blessing because
Paul Cuffee buit and maintained at his own expense the first public school in
town. This was free alike to boht white and Negro chéldren.
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Paul Cuffee live in the town during the days thot Weatport became
famoug 68 a whaling port wien herfleet of whaling vessels was sailing Gﬂﬁ#g*]
the seven Seas in senxch of whales, when her ghipyards were ringing with
the sound of hammers, when her cooper's shops were shaping enormous
casts tq hold that oil for s---

Tust %8 $oul Cuffee's deaht the town saw BHill other changes. The L
invention of the cotton gin consed tow cotbton mills o gpring into be- IKVQ%
ing., Thege two industkies, cotton monufacturing and whaling, caused ~ J
new villares to spring into being, older ones 4o be further developed, il ¥
still more stapeconch routes to be cstablished and lesser industried sub- P

ordinate to the two important ones to develop rapidly. &n improvemnent

n trangportaion facilites which later proved rather unique was also made.
3hr1fnﬁL4LJmmwA&trﬁﬁalh wee biojt em-t je mprtjerm sc

Tn 1827 =& new turnpike wes built in the northern section of the town
in what is now North Westvort but what was then Tiverton, R. I. This
turnpike knovn as the Fall River- Jatuppn Turnpike has a rather unusual
factor in its historys. Yhe rosd wos laid out in compliance with the
populer demand for a shorter route between B, K. and N, B, which was tade
soon after 1825 when the first stagecoach right was established to pass
through the young but thriving menufacturing village of F. R. The R, I.
general assenbly in eranting the franchise for this turnpike stated
thet the romd should be built from the Mass K. I line "at the corner of
the first great lot and the mill share of Pocasset purchase" thence
tgoutheasterly to the Narrows on the road that divides Watuppa Ponds"
and then eaderly to the town of Westport. In 1862 when t he Mas- R, I
boundary line was rearrangeg this entire turnpike was transferred from
R. I. to liass so has the diginction of being the only turnpike in New
Eng.and to be transferred in ke its intirety from one atate to another.
Near this turnpike is located & ghouse at the corner of Janford and

State rosds built in 1836 which has¢possibly o more unusual history than
its neighbor the turnpike, This hose today owned by the Christorpher
Borden heirs, lineal descendants of the orginal ovner has been located in
! two stotes and three towns but has never been moved. \hen bullt the hos
house stood in Tiverton, R. I. Bhen in 1856 the section of the town in
which the house stood wns spearated from the mother town and incorpor-
ated ns nseparate minicipality under the name of ¥. R, R, I was ceded to
Jestnort, Moss, So the Borden house hos stood in hhree towng, Tiverton,
¥, R, and Westp rt and intow stetes, R, I. end liass,.

Thus we might go on almost indefinitely visiting places scatbered here
and ~there over the town where persons have lived or incidents have
occured which help to interpret and evaluste thos more importent and
vitel scenes in the dremn of state or netional hisotr , but all these

would only more fopcibly impress upon us that whilé times and customs
have chensed, human nature hs remained much the same throughout the ages.




History of the Stokes Potter House
Now the Osear Palmer House Adamsville Hoad

New Bedford
liay 6, 1906

Palmer
Dear Sirl
The Farm on both sides of the road in 1700 belonged

to Nathaniel Potter who left the part on south side of road

to son Stokes, 1717 the latter left it to his son Nathaniel,
and 1t then passed to his son William, 1760 it was purchased by
John Tripp who owned bn the west, Tripp sold the farm in 1766
in two parts, the east half to Benjamin Brownell and the west
to John Taber, In 1794 Gideon Taber sold his half to Benjamin
Brovmell., It then passed in 1802 to Abner Browmell, Then
Nathen Erovwnell: 1855 to Henry Palmer and 1881 to Franklin

J. Palmer, TFrom the style of framing I would infer that your
House was tuilt between 1750 and 1775. The transfer to
Benjamin Brownell was during this periocd and in my opion the
east end was bult by him shortly after his purchase in 1766,
The west part of the farm that went to Job Taber had on it a
house in 1766 and it was quite likely to be the house where’
the Potters lived, If I could have seen it I could have easily
decided when it was built and by which Potter., The west part
of your House was tuilt between 1790 and 1810 and the most
likely date was when it csme into the posession of Abner
Brownell in 1802, Although it may have been added by Nathan
Brovnell a few years later, There was a new house on this farm
in 1712 about 400 feet on the road whst of the line of the brook.
It was then occupied by the widow of Stokes Potter,

This farm extended west from the brook and measured on the

road 135 rods, They called it 45 acres, but it was probably
larger.

Henry B. Worth
Attorney at Law.

L
— —_— —_— —

In 1700 Nathaniel left this house and land to his son Stokes

on the South side of road

In 1712 a new house was built for Stokes Potterts wikdow on

the east lot 450 feet west of the brook. (same hand writing as sbove)

Copied by Oscar H, Palmer

At
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Palmer Homestead Central Village Build in 1700

L

Distintive in design and construction and rich in historical
backgrouﬁa although,the present structure differs slightly in
appesrance from the original building erected in 1700 it has re-
tained many of the charscteristics of abodes of two or more
centuries ago., ©Since ite construction revages wrought by time
and weather necessitated repairs which were made without chang-
ing the style of building,

The building has served as residence to many pioneer settlers
in Westport and the farm in the days of horse-drawn work service
between Little Compton R,I and New Bedford, was a half-way stop
where travelers were accyo, ded every courtesy and where horses,
fatigued following# a run Trom either point were replaced by fresh
horses.

Originally this farm was on both sides of the road and in 1700
wag the property of Nathaniel Potter.

In 1932 Oscar Palmer inherited it from his father Franklin
Palmer. Two additions have been made to the origginal building
one on the west and one , on the north side, The roof has been
raiged a fewﬂinchaﬂ but;paaked style has not been changed. Floors
and walls of, 6riginal part of the structure, although they have
undergone minor repairs are the same, The base of the chimney
in the center of the dwelling conbtins a fireplace and is pyramid

in shape,

Antique modern kibchen utensile, muzzle loading mskets and
pistols wodden forks and spoons with handles shped like a ques-
ion mak and other household articles are among the priceless

~Heirlooms of the present owner.

Metallic shoe buckles in different sizes, engraved powder horns

Blintlock musket are articles reminicent of days of long ago

are gamong the articles Mr, Plamer delights in showing, He also
has a fine collection of Indian Relics, such as arrow heads of
different sizes and shapes, Potte )tomahawks and other Indian War
weapons he unearthed while p;ewuhigg on his farm in the vipnity.of
Cornell Brook which runs through his land, His collection also
includes & notched scalping knife flade made of stone, several
Indiad avvbos Aafie Itarirs carved figures of Indians
and a quantity E% small stone racgptacleﬂ, some of which contain
a vellwish-red substance believed to be war paint.
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(From a collection of papers given to me by Mrs, John Waddo)




"Joe Sanford Bount®

Mr, Smith (Julius) After you left, {4 remembered the narrative we have
about bounds and the enclosed is an extra copy.

This was copied from an Atlas of boundries which our Ylotting Eng-
ineer now has

Apparently at one time Joseph Sanford owned property as the Engin-

eer picked up Lot 13 Plan 60. and we have assessed, address
unknow. Hope this answers some of your questions,
; Sincerely Mrs, Pearce

LINE BETWEEN THE TOWNS OF LITTLE COMPTON, (R.I) and WESTPORT
(see also Tine-Water bounﬁarles)

Beginning at the corner of Little Compton, Tiverton and Westport,
an unmarke” point in the Mass.-R.I. boundary line, where the north=-
erly limeof kittle Compton and southerly line of Tiverton intersect
the same, being about 3-4 of a mile north of the village of Adamsville;
thence south 5% 19' east to corner 1, a granite monumént marked MASS
RT1861 1898 and situated on the northerly side of the New Bedford
road at Adamsville mill pond, near the westerly end of the dam; thence
south 6° 41' east 1,240 feet to corner 2, a rough granite monument
marked MASS R,T1., 1898 and situated 2,5 feet west of a wall on the
easterly side of the road leading from Adamsville to Westport harbor,
at a point about 2,000 feet southerly from its junction with the Adam-
sville--New Bedford road; thence south 5° 36' east 10,779 feet to cor-
ner 3, a rough granite monument marked MASS.R.I. and situated ‘on high
solid land, 2.5 feet south of the wall on the northerly side of the
Little Compton road, at a point 236,3 feet easterly of a straight line
between the "Joe Sa banford Bound" and the "Peaked Rock bound;" thence
south 3° 20" east 8,234 feet to corner # 4 witness mark, a light-col-
ored granite monument marked R.I. MASS 1898, known as the "Peaked Rock
bound" and situated in an open pasture, on land sloping westerly from
the southerly end of Quicksand pond; thence in the same direction
about 785 feet to corner 4, aén unmarked point in the high-water line
at the Atlantic ocean. (For continuation, see tide-water boundaries)

Note: Corner 1 is 82.20 feet east, and Corner 2 is 119,08 feet
east of this same straight line,

LINE BFTWFFN THE TIVERTON (R,.I) AND WESTPORT

Beginning at the corner of Fall River, Tiverton ane Westport, a
granite monument markes R,T7,MASS, R,T, 1861 and situater in a young
growth of woods, at the line of highest water, at the extreme s»outh-
ern point of Sawdy pond, on Land of Clarinda Potter, about 850 feet
north of the Westport road: thence south 26% 53' east 4,069 feet to
corner k, a granite morument, set in concrete masonry, marked MASS R.T.
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1861 1898, known as the "Jgg_§§5f9£g'ygygg" and situated in an or=-
chard, 5 feet west of a wall, 125 feet north of the northwesterly cor-
ner of A, E. Snell’s barn; thence south 5% 19' east to the corner of

Little Compton, liverton, and Wesport - an unmarked point in the ™Mss-
achusetts-Rhode lsland boundry line where the northerly line of Little

Compton and the southerly line of Tiverton intersect the same.

TIPEXWATER DPOUNDARY LINES

(Defined by the Harbor and Land Commissioners, under
authority of Chapter 196 of the Kcts of 1881.)

LINE BETWEEN THE TOWNS OF PARTMOUTH AND WPSTPORT
Beginning at the end of the boundary line between said towns,

as hereto-fore established on the shore, and running south 34° 30°
east to the general division line of tide-water in Buzzards bay,
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The Sunday Standard New Bedford, July 17, 1910
WESTPORT FARMER 'S WIRELESS STATION

Upe of the Most Efficient in This Section Constructed By William O, Macomber

Has Received Messages from As Far Away As Scbtland -- Gets Correct Time
for Neighbors.,

S.L.D," came click-click across the ocean through three thousand miles,
of space and the message found its way to the aerials of the only wireless
station located in the town of Westport, and William O, Macomber found
himself in communication with ™achrihanish bay, Scotland, Since ¥r, Macomber
began experimenting with wireless telegraphy nine years ago, he has evolv-
ed one of the most efficient wireless stations in this section of the
country, While he is playing at the game like all amateurs he belongs more
in the professional class of operators since he has previously been en-
gaged in the business commercially, 7The Westport station, however, was
the fruit of Mr, Macomber's own study without any assistance. Circumstances
are such that Yr, Macomber is a farmer for the time being, but, the call of
the wireless keeps him interested and when times are dull on the farm Mr,
Macomber may usually be found in his well equiped wireless station a few
hundred feet from his homse

More wonderful than the mere fact that Mr., Macomber has built this stat-
ionwithout any assistance is the fact that he has picked vp practically
everything he knows of wireless telegraphy through the study of boolls treat-
ing of the subject of electricity. He had a wireless station before he ever
saw a commercial wireless station and was sending and receiving messages at
Westport before he had been in touch with the commercial side of the business.
While he is now a farmer by reason of the fact that his father needs his
assistance he has the opportunity at any time to accept a good position with
the commercial companies and while he is at the business of farméng, his
station and his continued study of the subject of wireless telegraphy through
the. technical journals serve to keep him well informed and equipped to take
a position when the chance offers. Every one im Westport is proud of Mr,
Macomber, for he makes his station of service to some of the townspeople,

Mr. Macomber became interested in the subject through reading an article
about ten years ago, in which it was related that if a needle were placed
across two carbons and connected with batteries and a telephone receiver
bridged across it would be possible to receive wireless messages. The
young man tried the experiment, he seemed to hear the click-click of some
message and was delighted, That started him in the way of making experi-
ments, 'is only knowledge of electricity was such as hi had gained in a
perfunctory way while a student at the Westport High school. When he began
his experiments he subscribed for every technical journal that treated of
the subject of woreless telegraphy., He made the mistake of all beginners
in buying cheap materiads with which he set up his first station. From the
crude apparatus with which he started several years ago, Mr. Macomber has
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Page 2.

has now a station that is finely equipped for receiving and there is every-
thing necessary for sending long distance messages. with the excepntion of
the lack of power., At present he can send distances up to onehundred miles,
As for his equipment for receiving the fact that he caught that three
thousand mile message from Scotland is evidence of the capability of his
dquipment. He has alsc received messages sent from Fensacola, Florida,

over a thousand miles down the coast, and from all the wireless stations
within that distance, Previous to the destruction by fire of the stationg
within-that at Place bay he was almost in daily connection with that
station,

Were it not for the three 100-foot poles that carry the aerials “r.
Macomber's wireless station might escape attention, For his first equip-
ment My, Macomber put up a 150-foot pole, but one winter night the wind
laid this flat., *t had required the services of nine men --- neighbors
of Mr, Macomber --- to get this lofty pole in place, and while they were
alwavs willing to give their services gratis, “r. Macomber concluded
that shorter poles must answer his purpose, The three poles that mark
the station today stand gaunt and scrawney in the midst of the Macember
pasture a few hundred feet back from the Westport Point road. Bach pole
is in two parts, the topmosts hoisted up by means of ropes, and each pole is
guyed by a dozen or more wires, Mr. ™acomber uses one, two or three poles
in making experiments to get the best results. Directly at the foot of the
middle pole is the wireless house, a building probably 12 X 6 feet, in
which is housed several hundred dollars worth of equipment, some bought
outright from the manufacturers of wébreless equipment, seme-beught and
other instruments made by "r., Macomber., There is all the eqguipment for
using a single aerial or using alll three aerials in 2 loop. The build-
ing is comnlete, in every way, though some might be fussy because of the
foot of sawdust that covers the floor. A stove in one corner heats the
building in winter, but it is a hot, stuffy place in the summer with only
2 small door and a window to let in the air,

PDuring the summer season Mr. Macomber does not do much experimenting,
but during the winter days and late into the evenings he found a great deal
of pleasure in sitting in the station and hearing messages sent from hund-
reds of miles awgy. In the summer there is the static condition of the at~
mosphere to interfere with the receiving of messages, but in the winter the
messages received at the Westport station come in as clear as at any of the
commercial statiions, The receipt of the message from the coast of Scot-
land came as an incident during a day last winter #hat Mr, Macomber sat in
the station, Llhe message was sent to the Brant rock station and as “r,
Macomber listened he heard the reply of the station on the Massachuseets
coast and twice repeated d came the message from the Scotland station, The
receipt of this message and that from Pensacola are the best illustrations
of the completeness of the Westport station}

After ™r, Macomber became so thoroughly interested in the subject of
wireless t#ddgraphy he secured a position at a land station in New Haven
and picked up there some things hehddn't acquired through a study of
books. He also learned the Morse and “ontinental codes and has the Navy code
pretty well down, He had every chance to take a good position as a wireless
operator when his father became ill} and the young man found his place was
to go home and run the farm., The occupation of farmer and wireless operator
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seem rather incongruous, but it is not often that one person has the know-
ledge to fit in with both occupations. “r, Macomber makes his station
serviceable to his neighbors by getting the correct tiem for them. When
it gets along toward noon on any day Mr, “acomber can sit in his station, t
tune for the navy yard stations and get the crrect time as it is ticked

of f at these stations. "o gets Newport, Charlestown, Portsmough, Fire
Is1land and Boodklynd navy yard, Just for the fun of it, Mr, “acomber sat

in the station while the linver bearing Roosevelt was nearing New York

and heard the exchange of greetings between the liner at sea land the

coast stations., “r, Macomber keeps in tough with all the government pub-
lications relating to the wideless stations and so dexterous has he be-
come that the call signals of all the best known ships are known to him
without having reference to the signal book, Before the government made

it illegal for the amateur operators to call the government stations Mr,
Macomber had a wireless acqmaintance with the greater number of the op-
erators. As he sat in his station and remarked to lhe Standard man, "here's
old Fez," he referred to the fact that he was just then getting a message
sent out by Yr, Pessenden at the Brant rock station.

My, Macomber has made his knowledge useful by establishing in his im-
mediate neighborhood a tele phone system by which about a dezen neighbors
have the means of telephonic communication with each other at ny time, The
neighbors supplied Mr, Macomber with enough money so that he was able to
come to New Bedford and purchase enough material to put the line in opera=
tion, It is probably one of the few telephone lines in the state that op-
erates without the consetn of the state, The telephone sysémm runs itself,
while Yr, Macomber devotes his spare time to his experiménts with wireless,



ESTRANGED PFOR PFOURTY YEARS, STILL LIVE TOGETHER
CONVERSE THROUGH THIRT' PERSON

STRANGE CASH OF MR, AND MRS CHARLES WING OF WOUTH WESTPORT==WIFE HAB HOUSE
ON HISTORIC PAR, HUSBAND HIS "BEN" IN SMALL OUTBUILDING.,

Any eme whe krows Eharles Wing of Seuth Westpert will tell yeu that
Mr, Wing is eme of the best men ir the werld, After meeting “r. Wing ence
one will agree that the estimale of the mam is mel exaggerated, These
whe knew his wife, Mrs. Wimg, will tell yeu the same cencernimg the re-
rard in which seh is held, lm fact, the neighbors will tell yeu that
there is ne mere highly respected cauple irn the town of Westport, Yet
Mr, and Mrg, Wimg have nothing in cemmem, Peeople will tell yeu that the
couple have net speken tegether im twemty years, but this ismn't se in
the strict semse, theugh it is true that durimg mere than that peried
they have nel conversed nere tham was abselutely necessary, What they
wish te cenvey io each eother gees theugh a third persen.

Such a situatien sirikes one as a little strance im view of the fact
that “r, Wing will be eighty years olé om Octeber 17th next am” has
been married for 44 years. Thoeugh separateed se far as conversatiom is
concernecd, they have always centinued te live under the same reef, This
conversatiomal separation is understeed and resgpected by theose who know
Mr, amnd YMrsg, Wing, While the meighbers talk about it amemg themselves
they held a tee high regard fer the eclderly ceuple te talk of it among
strangers, As a matter of fact, there are but few peeple whe kmew the
cause of the gulf between mam and wife. It began shertly after their
marriage rearly a half century age amd both pave emdured the sitvatien
and beth have apparently lived happy amd centented lives, J'hey have
livee useful lives as well, fer amyeme will tell yeu that Mr, ame Mrs,
Wing will put themsleves te a great deal of treuble te de a kindly act,
It has bkeen said fer many years that im case eof sickness ameng any of
the meighbers, the latter had emly te metify Mr, Wing amy time of the
day er might and he weuld drive fer the nearest phycician, Mrs, Wing has
nursed mamny patients amenp the nmeighbers and has even come inte the city
te be of assistance in cases of sickness ameng her friends, Neither
Mp, Wimg er his wife expected any pay fer their kindness and if it was
ef fered they declined it.

Mr, amd “rs. Wimg have had three children, twe séns and eme daughter,
Their eldest sem; Ezra A,, is met livimg and the next eldest is laura W,
F., new married, lheir eother sem, Cecil O, Wimg, is married and with
wife resides with his father amd mother im Seuth Wesipert, Beth Mr, and
Mrs, Wimg are well preserved physically, but Mr, Wing leaves much of the
work im carryinmg em the farm te his sen, mew abeout 35 years of age,

Charles Wing has the distinctien of beimg the represemtntive of the
enly remaining "eld family" eof the erigimal settlers im the sectiem ef
Westpert im which he lives. Yme can truthfully say the Wimg farm is eme
of the mest delightfully stivated em the Negquecheke river, Situated en
high ground, the immediate vicinity ef the heuse commands a beautiful
view., Cadmans Neck lies im the feregreumd at the nerth amd em the south
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Wing cen't,

is Herse Neck., Whem the sum is settimg acress the river eme ceuld
scarcely wish fer a mere enchantimg view, Near the farmhouse is "The
Gdem," a recky ravime that has beenm called the Alps of America by seme
of the mamy whe have visited the spet, In the spring of the year, when
the water comes tumbling dewn ever the recks, it is certainly eme of
the beautiful things of mature. One will fimd hundreds of imitials
carved em the beech trees that lime beth sides of the ravine, theugh
the late Rrs, Richard Gifferd, the sister of Charles Wipg, seught te
have visiters leave the irees alemg, and to pacify the ems craving of
the visiters whe wished te inscribe their mames she fastened a hex to
eme of the trees, the inscription em the bex inviting visiters te in-
scribe their names on the beek inside rather than cot the trees, Prom
the barked tree trumks eme cam gather that her request was not very
fully cemplied with.

Une of the mest interesting facts comcermimg the Wimg farm, hewever,
is that it is the eriginal farm that was purchased by Matthew Wing, the
great-great grandfather of Charles "iwg, Matthew Yimg was the prandsem
of John and I'eberah (Batchelder) Wimg, the progenitors of most of these
in America whe teday bear the name of Wipg, This family has the distince
tiem of beimg ome of the greatest inm point of mumbers im this ceuntry.
Its reprecentatives are spreac acress the centiment frem one scean te
the ether and at the family reumiens held each year members of the
family frem every sectiom of the ceumtry have beem inm atterncdance. While
John ard Deberzh Ying srrived irm Bestom and later meved te Saugus, it
is the tewm ef Samrdwich er the Cape that claims te what might be called
the native séil ef the Wimg family, There the eold hemestead are situat=
ed and there the first family reunien was held, at which time members
ef the family frem all ever the comtinent gathered te mark the sacred
ancient family homes.

Jehn and Deberah Wing had feur soms, lamiel, John, Stephem and Matthew,
and of three of the sems, Matthew,returmimg te Lngland, where he died,
there is a very cemplete reeerd down te the present day, Charles Rimg
is a descemdant of Stephem, the third sem and the descent cemes dewn
threugh Matthew the sen of Stepher, Benjamin, David the grandfather of

arles "img, and lavid the father of Charles, making the latter of the
sevengh generation, The mether of David Wing, the grandfather of Charles,
was Rheda Regers, the second wife eof bBemjamim Wimg, and she was a dir-
ect descerdant of the Puritan martyr of Smithfield, Emgland,

It was this Matthew, the great-great grardfather ef Charles Wing, whe
im 1705 purchased the farm in Partmeuth (new Westpert), 2 part of which
is still ewned by Charles Wing, it mever havimg beem out of the family
mame, Matthew Wing appears te have beer recognized at ence as 2 mam of
mete im the tewnship, fer in the same year im which he settled he was
appeinted censtable, er cellecter ef the tewm, Mr, Wimg has 2 cepy ef
the warrant directimg “atthew Wing te cellect 128 peunds, 15 shillimgs
and five pence for the year 1705. Simce Matthew Wimg purchased his
farm there, a tract ef several hundred acres, several ether farm tracts
have been seld frem it,



Wing cen't,

The foregeing is by way of shewing that Charles Winmg has a well
authenticated ancestry, Yf the family of the Wings there is ene dis-
tinctien that stands prominently te the fromt im the case of most of
the members and that is their indepencence, Twe of the sons of the
pregeniter in this ceumntry embraced Quakerism by reason of the inted-
erance of the autherities towards that sect., This independence has de~
scended te Charles Wing, whe has "his ways,” It is largely this spirit
of independence im his way of deing and sayinmg things that estrangled
Mp, Wing frem his wife,

While ™¢, and Mrs. Wing live under the same reef the greater part
of the time, there are periods of the year whem Yr, Wing resides in
what he terms his "dem," a small eutbuilding near the heuse, In the
building is a huge fireplace of large reocks. There is a comfertable
bed, a table covered with newspapers and varieus ether means of mak-
ing eneself cemfortable, 1t is fm the "den" that Mr, Wing receives
"the heys," as he calls them, "Never find any reem in the heuse te sit
down," said Mr, Wing, by way of explainiig the reasem for his occu-
pancy ef his outside quarters, In the scasom whem cicder is at its best
"the boys'" are guests of Mr, Wing'g whe has the dry wit ef his Quaker
amcesters, There are many of Mr, Wing's friends whe reside in the city
and whe always make it a peint te call en the old gentlemar quite fre-
quently. These visits afferd tir, Wing the eppertunity te renew his
yeuth and as fer his visiters they find very congenial cempany,
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Taken from "A Visit to the Museum" of the
Uld Dartmouth Historical Society

Written by Jephaniah W, Pease 1932
Paul Cuffee-- #n Yld Print

Paul Cuffee, A Negro, born on Cuttyhunk in 1759, whence he came to
the town of Partmouth, and became famed as a master mariner, educator,
defender of Negro rights and philanthropist. At the age of 16 he went
on a whaling voyage, in 1776, and another the vessel on which he sailed
later was captured by the British and Cuffee was imprisoned in New York,
Later he came to Dartmough, and, with his brothey, built a small trading
boat, As he prospered he built larger vessels, achooners, in which he
traded with the West ‘ndies, Africa and other foreign countries., In
1797, desirous of sending his children to school, he built a schoolhouse
on his own property at Westport, as the town contended over the sort of
a school that would be desirable, and he offered free use of it to the
inhabitantsa

Some historians have given Cuffee the credit of bringing about the
legpislative enactment which enfranchised the colored people of this state,
The facts appear to be that he did draw up and sign a pepition to the
legislature, setting forth that Negroes were subject to taxation without
receiving in return the right of sufrage, *ut there is no record of its
presentation to the legislature and it appears that in 1778 a state con-
stitution was framed which conferred the right to vote, This constitution
was rejected by the people, but in 1780 another draft containing the pro-
vision was aconted, The credit has been in controversy,

Cuffee married an lndian girl, He is described as tall, with straight
hair, of light complexion, with dignity of mine, He learned in two weeks
sufficient of the science to navigate his own vessels, of which he built
seven,

Cuffee joined the Friends meeting in Acoaxet in 1808. He four times
received special certificates from this society to far away places, twice
bearing certificates with him to the coast of Africa, He was once sent
with a certificate to Washington,

The Westport patriot was held in Dartmough. It is a tradition that he
was once approached by a landlady and informed he would be served his
dinner at a table separate from the white guests of the house. He arose
with calmness and dignity, thanked her, and said that he had already ac-
cepted the inviatation of William Rotch to dine,

He owned in Westport a farm of 100 acres of fertile land, and wharf
where he built his ships. On all his voyages, his vessels were manned
by blacks, In the latter years of hds life he became interested in the
Negro settlement at Sierra Leone, In 1811, on his brig the lraveler,
manned by Negroes, he visited that colony and remained two months, study-
ing the condition of the colony and formning the Society of Sierra Leone,
to promote its interests.

He died, a man of wealth, in 1817, Cuffee is buried at Central Village,
Westport, where a monument to his memory was dedicated in 1813,
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February 23, 1863 ‘
Daily Evening “tandard

COLORED MEN,
Sketches of Character,
To the Editor of the Standard:

Sir,- The following brief sketches make a part of a létter written
by me a year or twoe ago, in which, in reply to certain questions put by
one who hoped to get from me some help in the work of disparagement in
which 1 had reason to think he was engaged, 1 attempted to vindicate the
character and maintain the right of the colored population of our city.
This part ®f the letter having been copied, the manuscript found its way,
without any knowledge on my part, into the office of the Yineyard “azette,
and was printed, 1t has been thought desireable to give it a wider cir-
culation, Lo this desire 1 have consented, and now send it for publica-
tion in your paper. Who will deny to such mentas these the right to wor-
ship wilth us in the temple of “iberty, or share in the perils and honors
of its defence,

James ¥, “ongdon,
i

Letter to John Smith,Esq.

My Dear Sir, - I have your note of the lst inst., You ask me to let
you know what, morally, mentally, socially, is the condition of the
colored man in New Bedford, "Give, me, "you say, " a hasty, off-hand view."

It is such a view only that ! can give you. I have no time for stat-
istics, Neither do T think thme needed,

T have had much intercourse with the colored people of this city and
vicinity, Most of them * have known; with many of them I have been in-
timate. Let me, by way of answer to your question, look hastily over the
Jast half centwny, and give you a few sketches of character taken from
the record thal memory has preserved,

PAUL CURFEE.

I have in my possession the papers of Paul Cuffee. You may have heard
of such a man, He died in 1817, and in the columbian “entinel, of Sept-
ember, of that year, will be found a notice of his death and a eulogy
upon his character,

e was a megro. MHe was a merchant, a mariner, and a minister, He
was a man of wealth, and the vessel he commanded was his own, &n New
Bedford, he was the friend and companion of the Rotches, the Rocdmans,
the Russells, the Howlands, the Hathaways, and the Hazards. At Liverpool
he sat at the table of James Cropper. At London he was the friend of Wil-
berforce; and Allen and Buxton took him to their homes and their coun-
cils, At Sierra Leone, as everywhere else, he was the discreet, firm,
earnest, and untiring friend of the race to which he belonged, "Grave,



humble, and unassuming in his deportment, he was remarkable for great
civility and sound discretion,"

In thr presence of social or official greatness, he exhibited the
manners of a gentleman, and the dignity of a man., As a member of
the Society of Friends, he was meek in his deportment and faifhful in
the discharge of duty. His public ministrations were earnest and
solemn,

The writer of this sat beside him the last time he appeared as a
public speaker in New Bedford., More than forty years have passed, but the
impression made by his earnest and solemn exhortation remains un-
effaced, Soon after he slept with his fathers. From his humble
Dartmough home, he could look upon the neighboring promontory of Gay Head,
then, as now, the dwelling place of the remmant of the once powerful tribe
of the "ampaneags, Had he Leen born one of them, how different would
have been the story of his life!l

Ihat story is yet to be told, beside obituary and other notices, a
PHrief, and therefore imperfect biography, was published in England,
A work more full, and therefore more faithfiul to the dead and useful
to the living, was in the course of preparation by Joseph Congdon, of
New Befford, at the time of his death. The Papers are now in my poss-
ession. It may one day be completed,

Jacob Johnson
John Corey,

Henry Y, Kemington,



’ ,"' | ¢
x o pu b

Friends' Chureh, Central Village By Hapnah K, Gifford Ceef b (-
i v A= 0

The Friends' Meeting atb Central Village was set off from Dart. M@etinéﬁi dk?

in the year 1766, under the nawue of Acoaxet lMonthly Meeting, -- this village '

at that time being the western part of 0ld Daptmouth, and called by the In- ° "

dian name of Acoaxet, Several years afterwards its name of- was changed to

Westport Monthly Meeting. The present house was btuilt in 1814 at a cost of

eleven mndred and ninety-eight @lollars, This was, however, & rebuild (but

we have no redord of when the house was built which was occupied previous

to this). I wish I could give you a pieture of it. It is with great pleas-

ure I look buck to my childhood days, and think of that large, commodious

old meeting-house, with its bright, blazing fires +n the large fireplaces,

and its rows of venerakble gray heands arranged ' along on the high sents. Mo

paint or marks of decorntion were seen upon its massive beams or walls, no

stuffed cushions on 1ts benches, or carpets covered its sanded floors, but

the whole was a picture of neathess, In 1872 the old meeting-house was Suli~ =

moned to lay aside its muaint old zarb and undergo another remodeling,

which iB the present house now occupied.

The first members were Ichabod lddr, Joshua Bevol, Mercy Devol, Israel wood
Philip Tripp, Margaret Tripp, Christian Brightman, Sarah White. = =
__“14nt of ministers: Warren Gifford, Tabitha Gifford, Jeremiah Austin, Wi,

P. Macomber, Joseph Tripp, Rebekah Trivp, Annie Macomber, Mery L. Gifford.

I cannot justly leave the history of this meeting without making partl-
oulsr mention of one of its members. I allude to Capt. Faul Cuffg, whose name
has been handed down from generation to generation a8 8 man oi great worth
and noble character, le was born on Cutbtylunk, one of the Lliz. Islands, in
the yvear 1759. His father was a glave, his mother a native Indian by the
name of Ruth Moses., He was tall and dignified in his mppearance, his hair
dpraight, and his complexidn was not dark. <& man of limited education, and,
in traveling over the world as he did, sensibly realized what a loss he sus-
tained by this privation. Several times during his voyagzes he took home with
him poor boys from foreign ports to educate them, In two weeks he learned
enouph of navigation to command his own vessels, of which he built seven.

At the age of sixteen he became n gnilor and made n whaling voyage to
the Gulf of Mexico, filis second voyage was.to the West Indies, but on hhe
third he was captured by a British ship during the HRev. war (in 1776), and
held a prisoner three months at N,y. He joined this meeting in the year
1808, and often appeared in the ministry with deep devotional feelings.

Tn 1810 he received a certificate from the meeting to visit Africa; lat-
er he had one to go to Wash.; atill later, tow others, one to visit Africa
the second time. He hnd s strong atbtachment for the people of his own color

Tt was this same Capt. Duff, with his brother John, who sent in a peti-
to the Legislature in the year 1778 which was the means of passing the law
giving all free persons of color enual privileges with other citizens, also
rending them liable to tuxation, -- a day which ought to be pratefully re-
membered in connection with t he name of Paul Cuff by all the colorad people
of linsa,

One more incident of this worthy man. On o certain time he visited New Bed.
and stopped at a public-house with some friends,and was sitting in the drove-
lers! room, warming himself by the fire. When the hour of dinner arrived
the landlady entered the Toom and told Capt. Cuff she would set him a sep=-
arate table. He politely thanked her, and then told her he had previously
accepted an invitation o dine with Hon. Wm, Roteh. .

He owned a farm in Westport of 100 acres, about 2 miles so, of Hix's
bridge; also a store-house and wharf, where his yessels were built.

He didd at his home in 1817, and his pemains lie burlied in Friends' bury
ing ground at Central vidlage,
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Prem Old Scheel Cemmittee Reports

G © B pex
g
L859-60 Westpert Academy

This shheel, situated at the llead of the River, has beem im suc-
cessbul eperatiem for twe terms, The average attendance has been
a little ever 33 per quarter. The schesl offers great imducements
te youmg gentlemem amd lacdies whe wish te prepare themselves fer
teachers, and here the youmg mem may pursue the preparatery ceurse
of study necessary te his enterimg cellege. ‘he Cemmittee imdulge
the hepe that the imhabitants of the tewm will patremize the scheeol,
believimg as they de that it is werthy ef their patremage, and that
Mr. Selem Cebb is a gemtlemam well qualified te act im the capacity
of Primcipal,

Seme plam of ventilatimg eur scheel-heuses, aside frem epeming
windews amd deers, amd thus causimg a fleed of celd air te rush im
upen the childrem while im a state of perspiratiom, should be
adepted immediately, ' '

----- and the eld cleck of time has already struck frem existemce
the scheel year of 1859,
Permit us them te bid you all am affectiemage farewell,
Ezra P, Lrewmell
Giles E. Brownell :
Jehm B, Parris, Schesl “em, ef West,
' Westpert Appil 21, 1860

1860-61 the largest attemdance im amy eme schesl was 58

largest average " oon woon " 45
smallest 0" e " i Wi 9
smallest average " " " " "4

1860-61 District Ne, 12 -- State Side (Bodem) The district was fer-
tumate te have Miss Mary J. Brewn&ll, This scheesl certaimly has made
great imprevement withim the past 3 years. Ne scheel in tewm has ad-
vamnced mere rapidly within that lemgth of time, Feor several years this
district suffered for want of a suitable schesl-house, and cemnsequently
many of the childrem were backward; yet at the presemt time mamy of
them will cempare faverably with ether childrem of the same age inm
ether parts eof the twwnm,

Digtréct Ne, 20 This district has me suitable scheel-heuse fer
accommedation of either teacher eor pupils. The Cemmittee call attentienm
te sectiem 21, Chpp. 39 "A scheel district, ebliged by law te previde
a suitable schesl-house, shall, fer meglecting eme year se te de -m--

fime $200,

Westpert Academy--- This schesl has beem in successful eperation
fer 1 year and a half, and we are happy te say, has been well sustaimed,



0ld Scheel Committee Reperts Comtimued ---

1868 Average male wages per memth  $46,35
female 21,05

District #2 (Hersemeck Carrie E, Gifferd) OScheel stands higher
tham the average ef the scheels im the tewm, especially im the
branches of readimg amd gpellimg,

District Ne, 3 Se, Westport, This is eme of the largest scheels
im tewmn, and with se many classes as there mecessarily must be, it
is mearly impessibdd te make se much imprevement as wauld be ex-
pected from a scheel sémtaiming a smaller mumber of schelars., Win-
ter term }luﬁht by Certeg Allem , a gentleman of expieremce and
energy.

District Ne, 5, Summer term taught by Prances H, Handie, good work
dene cemsiderimg the large mumber of schelars,

Winter term by Rebecca H, Figsher, lhe scheel suffered frem the
High Scheel beimg ever it, the fleers being thim amd me precautiems
being used te deadem the ssumd,

District Ne, 8. Riverside (mear Hyames) Scheel tee small te be very
interesting 8 average 4, Vinter term better --. a mumber of schel-
ars came frem amother district made the scheel seem more interestimg,

Mere om District 20 --- scheel enly im geed weather; the teacher
dismissing her scheel whem it leeked like raim cemimg, amd all
hurryimg te a better shelter,

By vete of the tewn, at the ammual meeting, the High scheel was te be
lecated 4 year at the Head, and the other half at Peimt, Head first -
we had me house, me teacher, and we kmew mot if we sheuld have anmy
schelars. Hired reem $50 per ammum, whem it was used fer privage
purpese it remted at 4 that ameumt, Scheel epemed with 23, after which
Guper: admitted, Peint epened with 30 after which 6 were admitted,

1865=06 District Ne. 9 "imter-- scheel was large amd the heuse very
imcenvenient and celd, A few beoys whe had mever learmed te appreciate
kimdmess, mor respect the autherity of a female teacher, becamse she ¢
could met wield dle rod with a stremg arm, were a little treubleseme
tewards the clese of scheel,

Melissa M, Hazzard,

Nistriet Ne, 10 West Side Upper Urift Read, Summer Framces H, Hamdie
whe has taught a mumber of terms im this district, Ome of the best
teachers,

It is true we have a private scheel at the head of the river, which has
been successful eperatiem for several years, ihe tewn meeds a [High
Scheel --- public High Scheel,
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0ld Scheel Cemmittee Reperts --- Cenmt,

1884 April Free Beoks
Dr, §, B, Parris served 23 years retires

1891

1892

High “cheel at the “eint threughsut the year,
Taught by “eerge E, Eldridge

lhe Law--Am Act requiring Physislegy and Hygieme to be
taught im the Public °cheels.

Uurimg the past year we have fitted up and furmished a roem
in the Town Hall fer the use of the Highf Scheol, The towns
anpual meeting--reduced its apprepgiatiens fer scheels.

“lreldv paying teachers lewer salaries tham adjeiring tewms.

1892-3 Censelidation of the scheels recemmended, less, heat, teach-

1895

wrs, ctc. New superintemdent (first) Seth S, Crecker.

New Superintemdent “laremce B, “reckway.

High Scheel lecated at Head taught by Ldwim C, Heward

Pupils stayed in scheel umtil 14, few for lemger,

Framces “andy back im schesls-listed at e, Westipert
$£30,.25 a menth,

1895-6 “dditiomal schoel facilities needed at Sanfard and Nethh

Westpert mew taxed te full capacity; due te growth of pop-
ulatiesm and tramspertation furmished by the Uartmeuth and
Westpert Electric Railread,

Primary scheel heuse at the Head(Welf Pit Hill) is am umsuit-
able buildimg for the mumber of childrem-- The buildimg is
tee lew between jeimts, lhe study and recitatiem reem is tee
small; cemsequently the air seen becemes feoul frem cemstant
ishalatien and unfit fer respiratien,

We alse advise the sale ef the schee-heuse and let sn the Drift
read (se called), as the buildimg will be werthless if left
much lenger te the tender mercies of the elements,

Attemdence "Anmual Repert of the “tate “sard of Bducation” 1894
“estpert schesl at 333 ameng the 352 tewns and cities of the
State im her percemtage of average attendance. (Omly 19 tewns
stead worse,)

High scheel graduates 4 im Jume, lhe mext year expect twice
that mumber,

#18 is the Uniem scheel at the fnctory rep-rfed by ”nrtn.u}h fer seme

ime,
ILeuis listed fer perfect atterdance fer summer amd fall,

v



0ld Scheel Cemmitter Reperis centumded

1897 Umiem ScheelZ back umder Westpert (Westpert Factery)
Tewns pepulatienm im 1895 2675 36 peeple te a square mile
May 1896 455 chiddren between 5 and 15 Average of 6 child-
drem per square mile, .
17 buildings accomedate 455 pupils —-stresses toe many buildimgs.

Mr. Merse princ?pul ef the High Scheel

1898-9 bBreckway resigms and Winthrep N, Crecker is his successer
Gift of an ergam frem the Peckham fumd
Herse Neck Schoel 22 by 22 by 8 3/4* 38 pupils and
5 mere expected. 12 pupils frem Dartmeuth attendimg this
scheesl,
At the Peint Frances Hamdy was makimg $32 a menth,

1898 High Scheel held at the Peimt at this time,
Fall term 87 Semier, middle and Junier 18
“primg 98 me tramspertatiem 12

Fall term 98 scheel at Peimt 7

Yinter term 99 6

Beg. Srpimg 99 3

1899 im 97 28 teachers
98 28
99 31
Salaries High amd Grammar (Westpert Peimt Alex Scett $55,
High Scheel (at Head( Frank M, Marsh $50 Winter$5s5.

1903 Superimntendent of Scheels Ermest P. Carr
Pepulatiern 1900 2890 Pupils 557 frem 5-15
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Material from "The Voice of the Whaleman"
By Stuart C, Sherman
‘The chap, on Logbooks, Journals and Account Books

Addison, Journall kept by 'oses Snell on the ship Addison of Fairbaven
Avery P. Pakker 1834-1837

Andrew Hicks Journal kept on the bark Andrew Hicks of westport Fdward
E. Hicks haster Uct, 18, 1376~ Feb., 27, 1378

Barclay -- Logbook of the bark Parclay of Westport Thurston racomber,
vaster May 30, L8843 vct. 19, 1544

Cape florn Pegion Partial journal kept by “rs., Admy of the bark Pigeon
of Dart., wm.H, Almy, “Master June 12, 1854 - Aub, 8, 1855,

Cathewood, Log book of the brig Catherwood of Westport Elnathan ¥, Cushing
laster, V-t, 14, 1845 Uct, 24, 1847

Catherwood Logbook of the bark Catherwood of West, "m, B, Stanton, Master
April 14, 1848 “ept. l. 1850

Charles and Bdward Account book of the schooner C. and &, of Dart. “im, H,
Salter, “aster, Wm, ‘otter, 2d, Apent. Sailed 1855
" " kogbook of the bark C.and B, of lart, Wm.H, 2alter, ™aster,
Oc.t 20, 1856 ™ay 15, 1858
" " Account book of the bark E. E., of Far., Wm.H., SalterMaster
Wu, Better 2d, Agent Sailed 1850
. " Frederick 2, “onrnell, Master 1853
.U * Wm., U, Vifford, ™aster  Sailed 1860

weorge and #Mary Fartial journal kept by “Yeorge T, Kirby on the bark George
and “ary of Westport, Geo. L, Manchester, “aster, June 24, 1852
“arch 16, 1854

Governor Carver Logbook of the bark “overnor Carver of West, Oren 2,
Riggins, dMaster, July 13, 13854~ June 9, 1357

Grand Turk Partial logbook of the ship “rand lurk of Lagt, Luther Little,
Master July 10, 1836 April 20 1838 (other times reg. in New Led,)

Greyhound Logbook of the bark Greyhound of West, Frederick A, Wing, Master
July 28, 1851 Nov, 9, 1853
" Lozbook same July 2, 1854-‘ov. 16, 1356,
" " Geo, G, Cathcart, vMaster ™ay 9, 1857 Oct. 7, 1861
o Journal kept by Wm. C, Brownell Jamea M. Sowle, master, June 22, 1862
Sept. 25, 1564
i Partial journal probably kept by “lex Omey on the bark G. of N.B,
Timothy“.A11llne “aster April 1881 Jan 23, 1582
" Loz, of U, of New B, Jos. *, Enos, vMaster Yct. 20, 1892 Nov.4, 1897

" 8 more listings all in N,B,

Juno Partial Iogbook of an wnidentified vessel believed to be the sloop Juno
of Yoston., Yaul White, Jr. Master. Aug. 21 Setp 9 1766
" Partial journal kept on the brig Juno of Westport, Philip Sanford
Master PFeb, 28 May 3 1843
" Lop, of brig Juno of ¥, Pardon Cook, Master June 20, 1843 Auc .27 1844,



P2
Kate Cory Legbook kept by Yardon Z. Petty on the brig Kale Cory of West,
Weston S, lripp Master. lDed, 9, 1858 Aug, 20, 1860
v n Log, kept by Pardon Z, Petty  Stephen Flanders, Master, April 20,
1861 - April 18, 1862

Keoka Partial logbook probabtly kept by Moses L. fnell on the bark Kecka
o” W, Asa Grimnell, Mester Setp. ©, 1857-fent, 20, 1860
* Ship Reg. of N.B, ¢c vés her re’. at N.B, Starbuck and Whalenen's
Shipping List give West, as her port,

Leonidas Partial logbook of the btwig Lecnidas of W, Pelep Cornell, Master
Novy, 7 1847 May 11, 1850

vatilda Sears Logbook of the vark of far, Bdward J. lowland, Master Nov,11860
April &, 1869
Wei. D, Yifford master, Aug,2,1869 June 11, 1873
Aee, Look ™ Vim., Potter, 2d Agent Sailed 1869
Log, Charles Childs Master July 22, 1873 July 16 1877
Acc, "o " Sajled 1873
Log. kept by Yiles P. Slocum Giles L, Benneti,Mast. Aug.28 1877 -1882

Mattapoisettt Loghook probably kept by Capt, Wing on the bark of West,
Pred, A, Wing ™aster June 7, 1849 Aug, 23 1850
" Par, log, Plired C. Tavis, “aster Jan 18, 1867 Aug. 27 1868
" Weston “, Yripp, Master Ppril 23, 1869 Sept, 19, 1870
" Part, journal kept by Wm, C, Brownell Orlando J, Tripp, Master,
July 19 Dec. 22, 1871
" Log, of N,B. John D, Silva Master Oct, 25, 1879 Uct. 8, 1&¢d
" Part, log. kept by John B, Gidley of N,B. Almon L, Stickney, Master
Yet, 26, 1881 Seto. 30 1834
" Acc. books of Ddgartown John ©, Reynolds Master. Sam. Osborn Jr. Agent
sailed 1836

Mermaid Acc. bocok of the bark of W, Gorham B, tlowes, Master Andrew Hicks
Agent sailed 1855
" Acc, book of the bark of West. Geo, w, Jenks, Master, Andrew
Hicks, Arent. Sailed 1860
" Partial captain's journal kept on the bark i, John Horan, Master
July 12, 1869-April 7, 1873,
" Acc, hook of the bark M, of 5an Prancisco. David f. Devoll, Master
L %B,R, Briphtman, Azents, Sailed 1896,

President Journal Kept or the bark Fres, of West, Walter Simmonds,
vaster day 30, 1843 May 30, 1844
" Dartial logbook of the bark P, of ", Horace Yound and lavid Ross
Masters., Nov, 29, 1853 April 4 1856
" 2ge Logbook of the bark P of New Bed, Edward Kelly, Master
July 11, 1855 April 7, 1869
Pres. 2d, New Bed,

Sea PFox Loghkook of the bark Sea ¥ox of West, Peleg “. “ifford Master
Aug, 2, 1858 Sept, 8 1864
" Dogbook John Horan, “ast.Nov.4, 1861 Oct. 19 1864
* Far, log. Wm, W, Eldredge, ™aster Apr 1 18, 1871 July 28, 1872

Sea Queen Acc. book of the bark Sea Queen of West. Thomas Burdett,
Master, Andrew Hicks , Agent “ailed 1858

Thomas Winslow Journal kept by Obed Pierce on the bark T.W, of West., Wn.
B. Stanton, Master Aug.2,1846 Sept. 3 1847 '

United States Part, logbook of the bark U,%, of West, fzra Perkings, Master



Logbooks,_Jﬁﬁ:nde*ard'aqéOMntb bdéﬁs §j$t ipdiyiﬁua1 Voydﬁgs

Best fur anyunp :ntetested in'tre subJPct of whale fisherg
' "mtstory of the Am. “halé fishezy by Alexnor ander tarbuck

Lat sqnar -r:gned whaling vessel Ngnderarn- wrecred off uuttyhunk ls.
"in Aug. 'blow'' 1924 capbingml i
The return of ‘the sehooner ”hrgarett From a short whalang voya(e in ‘the
! “/“Atlantic came in the previdus ‘day.

Dev, method of spnaylng steam generated by a pnrtable ?DIIEI onto pages
of ‘1ogbooks- tﬂ #eHaved nasfed or cliﬁﬁings etc.

Schooner Gaspe of Uloucester used t6 film "Yown to the Sea in Ships"

The pract:ce of "keeping récords of whal:ng voyages ir'the form of logbooks
in No, fm, must have started somotime between 1712~ 1751

Off shhre whaling staried about 1712 . Farlest “nwo manuscrip$ whaling
loghbooks cover boyages made in 1751,

There was no doctor on board as there is on a 20th cent. whaling factory
whip, Accidents arnd jillness which occurrad at sea were dependaent for
their treatment on whatever scrans of medical knowledge the master pos-
sessed, the patent madicines available and whatever advice there was
to be found in a wmanual, For this reason logbooks and journals somet-
times contained stray bits of information which might be of practical
value duriong the voyage. “he lorbook of the ship Chandler Price con-
tains formulas f or the cure of corns, dyspepsia, neuralgia, for making
glycerine ointment, whitewash ansfor waterproofing cloth. The logbook
of the ship Cornelius Howland contains racipes for making vinegar, yeast,
for curing hams and bee, and cures for cancer, sore throat and 'dipthery’
The journal of the ship “ourier has recipes for roach pogson, 'myce®

poiscn and what to do for bleeding at the lungs.
But the home bfew patent medicine with the boldes claims for
success was a fliabolical mixture Ynown as Sulphuric Hther. There is
no record of the number of whalemen it sent to an early, watery grave,

Ihe earliest reference to the art of scrimshaw appeared in 1826 (C1if-
ord Ashley)

. A barrel denotes a specific unit of guantity for oil equal in the U.S.
to 314 pallons. -determined the gallon capacity of each by means of a
graduated rod, (the number of sperm, right , blackfish and sea elephant o0il)

The only vessels entitled to a register are thos built in the U.,S, and
owned wholly by citizens Mhhereof, captured in war by our citizens,and
condemned as prizes, ctc, didn't have to register, Name of every registered
vessel, and the port :to which she belongs , ust be painted on her stern,
on a black ground, in white letters of not less than 3" in lenght,

Also had to have a 'SBa Letter' signed by the Pres, of the U,S, Sec,
of State etc, Vessels bound around Cape Horn -or the Cape of Good Hope



had to have a Sea Letter. In the Nocholson Collection there are about 30
examples of Sea Letters dating from 1834 to 1877

Newspapers -- The marine iptelligence colymns of newspapers printed in

New Eng. seaport cities and towns providad a valuable source of inormation
about whaling, They are virtually the only source for a knowledge of whaling
before the Kevolution. The newspaper nost often cited was the Whalemenss
Shipping List which was published in New Uedford from “arch 17, 1843 to

Bec. 29, 1914, The Nichoison Collection file spans 52 years, of which 36
years are complete and 16 years are complete but for a few issués. it
provides information about vessels from all ports, their tonnage, master,
agent, date of sailing desination, where last reported, date of return and
0il and bone taken, oY )

Phoftographs The Nichbl,§§n30911¢ctiongcqqpéins several hundred prints and
glass plate negatives of whaling vessels, whaling processes and buildings
in New bed, about the turn of the century,

Grehhound , made ten voyages spanning 1851-1916, with two vessels with same
" name, ' vy ) -

Hlda
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Mass{ Regester amd Business lirector 1852
Bristol Ceunty

Westport ¥inc, June 2d 1685 fermerly Old Colony of Plymeuth
In King Philips time was called PAWCIMNAWCUTT

Iron ore abounds

Justices of Peace Notaries Public
Nathan C, Brownell Brownell and Sissen
ﬁeo. H, Yiéford
“ndrew Hicks
Benj. B. Sissen

Coroners
Frederick ®rownell
P,W, Peckham

TOWN OFPICER'S

Selectuen, Oversecrs of Poor, and Assessors
Frederick ¥rownell
Gea, i, Gifford

Percy “avis

Clerk, ‘reas. and Cel, Geo H, Wifford

Scheol Committee
J.b. Parris Money raised for schools $2,281,.18
G, E, Brownell
B.P., Brownell

Constakles
lsaac Francis
E.B, Gifford
Autioneers  Jireh brownell, Geo., H, Gifford

Blacksmiths Paul Fisher, Eli P. Lawton, DBathaniel Little 24
abrahan Macomber, Allen ™Macomber ®m. T'. Sherman

Boot and Shoe Mig. Job A, Srightman, Adrian Yavis, Idward E, Gilman
Ezar Macomber, Varnum Macomber
Carpenters John Allen Abrer Sisson
Clergymen M.F, “ammons (ch) J. B. Parris (ch)
“.5. Hazard (M.F.) Peint L.wW. Tripp (ch)



Ceuntry Steres

J.L. Anthony C.A,Churech 2&Co,
E.P. ®Provnell and Ce, Alex, H, Corey
Geo, R, » R, Macomber & Co.
Pred, - Thomas . Mayhew
Grist Mills
Briggs & Washburn Isaac Gifford
Cumnings & Macomber Geo, Lawton
Anthony Gifferd NDavid Wing
Insurance Agents Geo, M, Gifford
Lumber Restcombe Macember Ce,

Abner Sisson

Painters Rufus W, ¥rightman
Physicians James H, Handy
Provision Dealey Rdwain B, Gifford
Public Heuse Thomas “ifford
Saw Mills Briggs & Washburn Antheny Gifford
Cummings & Macomber Geo, H, " (shingle)
Tailers % Traners Timothy B, Chedell
Tanners & Curriers Thomas W, Baker
Wheelwrights Geo, H, Yifford John Washburn
Jeremiah T, Thomsson Holden White Jz.
P.B, S. Howland
Bouth -- F. Erownell
Point A.H, Cory
House of Representatives Prederick ®Prowneil
Miss, Hoe & lo#l Pactory Edward 5, Yifford
Rule Maker Anthony Gifford
Spoke Maker Geo, H, Yiffere

Wocl Carders Cummings & Macomber



WESTRORT

WESTPORT w=-- Ingrid Waldron (Partmouth Cron.)

Notes from two of her articles

1677 full brunt of King Philips War

Smugglers' paradise, from smugglers to pirates, awong them possible
Captain Kidd{ hinmself,

Whalers

Ruym runners of probition days.

The camseway to Gooseberry was built dnring Weild War II

Indian didn't know what a horse was =-- the Indians in this area,

Maybe the Norse people built that cellar dwelling ?

Irish or Celtic monks called "Culdies" may have arrived here in the 9th cen,
ihey were known to have built curious beehive like houses out of stone,

partly beneath the ground,

They went to Iceland before the Norse men ., What happen d to the men after-
wards that no one really knows,



THE TOWN OF WESTPORT POINT,  MASS.
by Conrad PFeininger

Westpoert town seal

Dedicated to Mrs. Louis *ripp, Without her help I could not have
written my report and to Miss HHlen Ellis who kindly lent me her
beok The Village of Westport Peint by Katherine Sanley Hall and
Mary Hannah Sewle without which I could not have written my report,

Introdeation

Westport Point is a wonderful little town on the Southern
coast of Massachusetts. Tt was once engajeged in whale fishery
but now it is just a quiet little wown,
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Chapter 1,

HISTORY

In 1652 Governor Gradferd travelled through the woeds te Yartmouth
te buy it frem the Indians, "Know that I, Wesamequen, and Wamsutta, my son,
have sold unte Mr, Williaw Bradfoerd, Captain Standish, Thomas Southworth,
John Winslow, John Cook, and other associates, the purchasers or old comers,
all the tract or tracts of land lying three miles éastward from a village
called Cushenagg to a certain harbour called Acoaksett to a flat rock en
the westward side of the said harbor. And in consideration thereof we, the
above menti ned are to pay te Wesamequen and Wamsutta as followeth; thirty
yards of cleth, eight moose-skins, fifteen ases, fifteen hoes, fifteen pairs
of breeches, eight blankets, two kettles, one cloth, L 22 in wampum, éight
pairs of stockings, eight pairs of shoes, one irom pot, and ten shillings
in othe' commodities." No one settled in Westport at all until 1660, as
you shall see in the section on settlers,

Dartmouth was not officially part of Plymouth Colony until 1652, but
people like to think it was, Westport was part of Darmotth until Julyz,
1787, when it separated and becane a town of its own, On February 25, 1793,
Febravary 2&, 1795, and Marc h 4, 1796 parts of Dartmouth were annexed to
Westport., On Pebraury 20, 1828, a boundary line was established between
Dartmouth and Westport. On April 17, 1861, certain lands lying east and
south of a line desrribed in the entry of the decree of the United States
Supreme Court concerning the Rhodld Island boundary, were recognezed as part
of Westport, On June 14, 1894, a boundary line was located and defined
between Fall River and Westport,

Now we'll go back some years ¢e 1776; America is at war with England,
An english Navy war map shows three of the houses (‘owland House, Humphrey
Gifford and #he third is unknown as it is net standing) in Westport Point
marked on it. The English never did raid Westport although it thought that
they had planned to, ome of the reasons being Westpords very small channel
with horrible sandbars ald over (they called it the Pevil's pocket hele¥
the other reason being they could net find the entrance., So the Bridish
came all the way from Washingten, D.C, for nothéng,



C hapter 2,
NATURAL RESOURCES TODAY AND YESTERPAY.

Westports natural resources are almost the same today as they were
yesterday, They were: very good farming, quite good fishing -- 145 years
ago a beautiful whaling bark could be seen leaving Westport harbor --
(those were the good old days,) Nowa days several lebster and swordfish
boats can be seen leaving Westport horbor (guite majestic) until you're in
a small boat being rocked by its waves,

There used to be (and still are, in some places) over 400 differeat
herbs (a count which is probably incorrect, The number was porbably much
greater). There are alone 20 different frens growing at Westport. "The wild
fuits, too, find this an advantageous place: there are delicious wild grapes,
elderberries, blackberries, blueberries, beach plums, hunkleberries and
wild cherries."” Caamberries were raised in great guantities in bogs on the
samd dunes, but now pitch pines are drivimg away the vines, for very little
is done to keep the bogs in good condition.

"No better place could be afforded than this, te study land and sea
birds, The following flish are caught: cod, macherel, bass, bluefish,
squetegue, tautogg, flounders, scup and swordfish, The shellfish are:
lobsters, crabs, quohogs, scallops and oysters. Our woods shelter fox,
deer, woodchuckk, skunks, raibits, weasels, raccoons, other (rare) and
squirrel,”

RELTGION Chapter 3,

The early settlers in Westport were mainly Quakers ( or friends),
They had to travei ail ihe way to the Appongansett Meeting House over on
the Russells Mills road in Dartmouth te church, Finding this too far te
go, they built their {irsi weeting house at Central Village in 1716,
It was rebuilt in 1613 and remodeled in 1872,
The second Meeting llouse in town once siood by the eemetery norhth ef the
high school,

OTHER CHURCHES STANDING TODAY ARE THHE FOLLOWING,

Elder Daniel Hix at Hixville had the original church in Dartmouth.
These other ohurches didided from it.
ist “hristadn “hurch North Westport 1858 (now called the United
Congregational Church).
2nd “hristian church South Westport 1838 (moved from Pine Hill Road
to Hix “ridge Road) Where our Historigal meetings are usually held,
4th Christian church ®rownells Corner at Route 177 1843,
Methodisi church at the Point built in 1832
Pacific Undon Congregationa Church 1856 On 01d County Reoad Head of
Westport,
Calvery Maptist (Westport)Fattory) not very ofd,
A Chapel at Wesiport harbor date unknown to me.
A Chapel once stood aon ™ain Read at Charlotte White road,
The 3rd Christain church known as the knotty shingle church once stood
at thetop of Hady 1ill and Main Road -~ burned in the 1940s (Babtist)
Also a very old Baptist church once stoed near the Conrregational
church at t he Head of



Very, very large meetings were held at Cadmans Neck -- different
religions,
There weren't any Catholic churches in the peginning -- Now mostly
Catholic and very few Quakers.

The “ppongansett meeting house is only open one Sunday a year,
usually the last Sundey in July, It is beutiful inside because it is so
old, They hold an un-rogramed meeting. The church scene from "Down To
The Sea in Ships" with Clara Bow was filmed there.

Chapter 4
Housing

In Westport there are about 150 house=which is a great number
compared to how many there were in 1670 3 or 4.

The construction of most of the houses was a square box-like
structure with slanting rooves,

Most of the housees date back to at least 1860, however there are
a few modern houses.

I would say the oldest house in Westport are either the Abner
Brownell house (new in pocesion of Mr. Oscar Palmer) or the Hall TNouse
(now in pocesion of the Rev, Basil Hdil)., The Abner “rownell House was
“built in 1710 and housee minuteman Abner “rownell, fIhe date of the build-
ing of the llall house is unknown, it is estdmated teo have been build,
by some fisherman in or around 1710, After some years somebody moved it
from the dunes and used it as a summer place, Somewhere along the line a
Hall acquired it and it has not changed hands since.

Housing.,

Westport has one smell school, built in the 20th century, personally
don®t think it is as effcient as Buckingham,

O
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One thing I forgot to mertion about the Abner Erownell House and the Hall
house is that both are privately owned, and I don't either want people
trooping through, especizlly the Halls who are both in their &0s,

There used to be in Westport a hotel (ne longer standing) called
hotel Westport. It was located on New Road Hill, which is now part of
Drift road (See map), One place I think is a great interest is Lee's
(recently purchased by Prelude Corseration) Knoone knows when it was
built, During the whaling period (1836-1899) many ships came and left Lee's
wharf, It is a very nice place with the smédl of fish all around, Right
neéxt to Lee's Wharf is a wharf where many sword fisherman take the place
of gallant whaling Parks,



HOUSTING (cont,)

Another very interesting place is Alexander Corya store, then the
general store, (now Peckachuck inn) which kept almost enything. A
Blacksmith shop was in back of the store which had a brick wall to
protect it from the heat, 11 hinges, nails and door handles in the
Howland house Cecendant of the Hohn Howland, passenger on the Mayflower)
(now my summer place) were made there,

Geo Graphy

Westports farm land is very fertile: farmers usually have very god
crops unless 1 they are not good farmers er 2 thy had a grought,

Westpors beaches have lots of sand dunes, that are constantly
changing with the weather, Westport has one narrow and trachourus
channel with a 45 degree turn to the right, and plenty of rocks and sand-
bars., the ®ritish in 1776 called it the devils pocket hole, Westport
lots and lots of streches of pleasant beaches (half of which are polluted,)
One Horseneck beach (the Indian name is Hassanegk) there are two bunkers
that were built during worid war LL to protect us from Japenese attacks

Westport is full of shallow little coves dotted all along the coast,

The Wesiport rivers Indian is Noquacheck and is preety well polluted,
however parts of it are clean as can be, At the point there is rock
barrier which is fun te climb on except for the peison ivy. The point
is mostly shallow} boggy water, with a few small sail boats, mostly
Widgeons, and a few small outboard hotor boats.

WHALING

Westport was active in whaling, and there are accounts of whaling as
early as 1836, However, “estport is a very treacherous harvbomr, with only
anparrow channel, Among the stories of the whaling life is an interesfing
account connected with one of the voyages of the "Sanette", She starte d
on a trip around Cape Horn, and after six months out had 300 barrels of oil
on board. Onf her return after three years, she had nct much more oil, but
brought a wild story of adventure., Ihe captain and three sailors when out
in a small boat , had been swamped, The captain was flwwned, and t he others
went ashore on a desert island; {imally reduced to the point of starvation,
they chose one man by lot, whom they killed andate, The two survisors
were later carried to Australia by a vessel called the “Leonidas", which
at the island forguano,

The following story is valukle en account of its familiar setting.

In May 1836, two ships which had finished loading at Westport, fiscovered
whales, a cow and a calf of the hump-backed species, just outside the
breakers near the Horseneck, “ifred Davis notified the people on the Point;
then captains Thomas Mayhew and Bdward Soule, with others, went out in
three boats, and towed the whales inte the Point wharf, where the oil was
tried out, While they were killing the calf, the angry mother stove in
one boat and the crew was nearly dwowned, This event drew a great crowd
of people from the neighboring towns, who came in all kinds of vehicles
to view the prizes, The @il was seld in shares, One woman bought a
sailors share for thirty dollars, and the remainder was sold in Baltimore,.
Two sections of backbone from these whales may be seen today just north
of Joseph Corys home?

The



The price of sperm whale oil at one time was $2.60 to $2.70 per gallen.
When Kerosene came into the pricefell to $1.28 per gallen., On January
1st 1860 ther were 1.000 barrels fof sperm oil and 250 barrels of whale
0il stored at Westport Point, The average price in 1859 for pperm oil
was $1.36%, and whale oil sold for 48} cents.

One account tells how Yeorge L. Manchester, captain of the "Bark Mat-
tapoisett", brought John Stevens a colored man from Anibon (Modern spelling
of Anibon island is Anncbom island) which is located off the west coast
of Africa, Stevens had been chosen govemnor of the island, but a party
against him sought his life, and he swam out to Gaptain Manchesters
vessel, the Matlapoisett, which was getling supplies at Annobon island,
and begged Captain Manchester to take him away, He agreed and Stevens
came to Westport Point, where he was highly respected,

On every voyage a log was kept with dadly entries, and many of these
record books are most thhilling and facinaling reading, As one turns the
old yellow pages with the faint odor of brine still chinging to them
one can picture the clean-sailed brig bound for a tussel with the sea,
and, in imagination, can hear the creaking of ropes in pulleys and the
yarns of the Fo'castle,

The following extracts are taken at random from the log of the Bark
"George and Mary" which wastuilt at South-Dartmouth in 1850, and received
her name from her first captain and his wife, both of whom lived at West-
pofg Point . After many cruises she wasburned in New 3edford at a PFourth
of July celebration,

LOG EBXIRACTS
Friday, October 26, 1335,

"“These 24 hours commences with sirong breezes from the. W.N.W. (West
Nerth West), and clear pleasant weather. At 7 A.M. wighed anchor in West-
port harbour and stood out to sea and hvove to under whole topsails, jib,
and zpank waiting for the captain and officers. So ends whese 24 hours,

Monday, April 7th 1356

"These 24 hours begins with fien breezes and pleasant weather steering
for the island, At three P.,M. came to anchor in the roads water harbeur, if
a big ship came in to city it would Sirst anchor outsie #he harbour with
docks and then come into the harbour and tic up at one of the docks, in
this case off a island) fo Anna Boana island, and the negroes (was niggers
but I changed it so as not to ffend certain people.) was thicker on board
than crows on carrion: furled the sails and got suppers; the middle and
latter part much the same; I went on shore trading, all hands emplyd in
getting wood and watdr so ends these 24 hours,

Monday July 1l4th, 1856

"These 24 hours peping with light bre=zes from (PFast South East), and
overcast weather, steering W,S.W. (West South West) under all sail, The
middle part strong breezes and pleasant weather, At day light called all
hands and commenced stowing down the #il. At § P.M. saw the island of
St. Helena bearing W, by §, (West Ly South), distance 60 miles, All hands
employed in stowing down the o0il, So ends these 24 hours,



Wednesday, September 10, 1856

These 24 hours begins with 1ight breezes from the south-ward and over-
cast weather, steering E,N.B, Onder all sail, At Half past 11 P.M, kept off
N,N.W, At daylight steerdd N.W. under all sail, the latter part much the
same, At half past 9 A M, battened the hatchways to smook for rats:
saw a number of himpbak&s. S0 ends these 24 hours,

friday October 3rd 1856

These 24 hours begins with light breezes from the W.3.W. the ship head-
ing south by the wind, The middle part fine breezes from the W,N,W and
overcast weather the latter part light airs from the 5,5,W. and pleasandt
weather. At 8 A.M. lowered the boats for a hdampback, struck and killed one
to the larboard boat, At 10 A,l, took him along side, got up the cutting
gear, and cut him in (outting awhale in is to take him along side the ship
and cut him into stiips ). OSo ends thse 24 heurs.

Wednesday January 7th, 13857,

These 24 hours begins with strong breezes from the W,5,W. and pleasant
weather, steering eastward under short sail. At sundown spook the Kanawah,
All hmads employed in clearing away and cutting up the blubber., The middle
and latter part much the same, Saw a dead whale, lowered #&he barboard boat
and took him aleng side and cut him in so ends these 24 hours."”

Probably a fleet of 20 or 30 whalers was the biggest of which Jestport
Point could boast of at one time. The follwwing list condains the best
known sloops and ships which lay, at various times, in ®hat is now the
muddock, with their bowsprits projecting over the town landing., These
played their part in making this country {amous {or her whale fisheries.

Early Sleops and Whalers of Westport Point

1775 Sloop, Unien, Themezs Case, Master

1807 Bark Hero, L.K Paddock, Master

1816 Sloop Aurora

1816 Sloop Traveller

1816 Sloop Adventure

1816 Brig Industry

1820 Bark Schooner Polly and Eliza, Later caster; capsized; crew saved
1824 Sloop Westport, “apt. Anthonmy Cory

1830 Brig Mexico

1830 Brig Almy

1830 Brig Thomas “inslwe (lost)

1837 Brig Blizabeth, Capt, G, Gideen Sowle,

1839 Ship Hydaspe, “apt. llathaway (possibely of New bedford
1849 ®ark ‘heophilus Chase (lest fFinally)

1849 Bark Barckly
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INTPRESTTING PACTS TO REMEMRER ABOUT WESTPORT

Westport was bought f rom the Indians in 1652

First settlers in Westport came in 1660, first to the Point in 1685
British planned to raid Westport in 1776

Whaling period began in Westport about 1833

Westport, for a while used Indians for slaves, but found they were lazy,
John Stevens, Governor of Annibon island brought away about 1850
Whaling perdod ended in Westport about 1899,

Westport separated from Dartmouth, July 2, 1787.
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Westport is a small town in southeastern Massachusetts, present
population about 8,200. This report will be an attempt to trace
at least the outlines of this particular town's development and-
discuss thilis town's response to major events which I hope will be
an interesting approach to our country's past. The results are
sketchy because much of the town's past is forgotten or was un-
available to me. Hopefully this essay will convince people to
preserve what remains in order for e sense of the continuum of
experience. Almost my sole reference work was a book entitled
OUR COUNTY AND ITS PEOPLE: A Descriptive and Blographical Record
of Bristol County, Massachusetts, published in 1899, thus this

essay makes little note of events in the 20th century.

The territory of Westport and the rest of Bristol County was
formerly occupied by the Wampanoag Indians who, at one time,
were one of the most numerous and powerful of the Massachusetts
tribes of the Algonquin nation. Their area covered the whole of
southern Massachusetts from Cape Cod to Narragansett Bay. How-
ever, by the time the English came into this area, the tribe was
reduced to 300 people by recent epidemics. They were headed by

 Massasoit, who died in 1661, and his two sons: Alexander (Wamsutta)

who died in 1662 and Philip who more will be heard from later.

The English first came into the Westport area in 1602 when Barth-
olomew Gosnold landed on Cuttyhunk Island in Buzzards Bay.

The island became an early trading post wilth the Indians. Ac~
tual settlement of the area did not start until about 50 years
later when, in November, 1652, Massasoit conveyed by deed the
area known a8 the Dartmouth Purchase to Williem Bradford, Cap-
taln Miles Standish, Thomas Southworth, John Winslow, John Cooke,
and other associates of Plymouth Colony. The price pald was 30
yards of cloth, 8 moose skins, 15 axes, 15 hoes, 15 palrs of
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breeches, 8 blankets, 2 kettles, one cloak, 2 pounds wempum, 8
pairs of stockings, 8 pairs of shoes, one iron pot and ten ,
shillings. The area of the Dartmouth Purchase included the pres-
ent towns of Dartmouth, Westport, New Bedford, Fairhaven, and
Acushnet; also part of the present towns of Tiverton and Little
Compton. Westport itself did not split off from Dartmouth un-
til 1787. Thus the history of Westport prior to that time is

the history of Dartmouth.

None of the original proprietors mentioned in the deed of the
Dartmouth Purchase actually settled in the area, but the Dart-
mouth area was settled at the time of the purchase by others
getting permission from Plymouth. The area grew in population
and, in 1685, Plymouth split into three counties., Dartmouth,
along with the then existing towns of Taunton, Rehoboth, Swansea,
Bristol, Iiverton, Little Cqmpton, and Freetown ,formed Bristol
County.

There was a formation of County Courts under a General Court.
The County Courts decided everything"not extending to Life, Limb
or Banishment or matter of Divorce'. However, the basic unit of
government was the town meeting,which was very important in com-
munity life. There were fines for not attending meeting or ar-
riving late. Because of the spread-out nature of the community,
there was some quarrel about the location of the meeting~house.
In 1752 it was moved

"To see if the persons who carried away the
town-house will bring it back again and set
it up in the same place where they took it
from, in as good repair as it was when they
took it away, and for the town to act on the
affalr as they should think proper."

Because of the precarious condition of the early settlements,
the municipal government extended greatly into personal and in-
dividual affairs to a degree that in the modern context might
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seem intolerable. There are many examples of laws and restric-
tions put on an individual for the community welfare. My par-

ticular favorite is the one that required every housecholder to

kill 12 blackbirds between January and May or pay a penalty and
"a ecrow should count for 3 blackbirds".

The Dartmouth settlement had many Quakers and Baptists in it

almost from the start of its existence and this situation caused
a continuing conflict with the powers at Plymouth, although Ply-
mouth was notably more lenient in its treatment of Quakers than
the Massachusetts Bay Colony. The Quakers were recognized as a
religious body in 1683 and had their first meetinghouse in 1699
on the site ever since occupied by them at Aponagansett. The
Quakers and the Baptists falthfully paid the province tax but they
resisted firmly the tax lald down by the Plymouth Court for the
support of ministers. The Plymouth authorities moreover were
troubled that the preaching in the settlement was not maintained
according to the established Puritan faith. Dartmouth was par-
ticularly hard hit by the Indians in King Philip's War and this
destruction was turned by the Plymouth Court into evidence of

the wrath of the Almighty against the people for their neglect

to worship in the Puritan way. Laws were passed in 1692 and 1695
requiring all towns to provide learned orthodox ministers. In
1704 Dartmouth was indicted for not complying and in 1705 the town
appointed a minister that was unsatisfactory to the General Court.
A law was passed in 1715 stating that all questions of orthodoxy
should be decided by the General Court. Dartmouth resisted and
still claimed the right to choose her own ministers. Than an act

~was passed to raise .£ 100 in Dartmouth for the support of mini-

sters. Dartmouth refused to pay the tax; voted money to pay any
charges of selectmen incurred in the contest; and finally voted
them a certain sum "each of them, a day for every day they lie in
jail on the town account", an action which set aside {700 and was
opposed by only five taxpayers in the town. The selectmen, sonme
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Q&akers and some Baptists, were imprisoned in Bristol jail,
wﬁere they remained for 18 months. The contest was carried

to the English court, where a petition was heard on June 2,
1724 for the repeal of the "obnoxious" law. The result was

the repeal of the law and the release of the selectmen. Thus
Quakers of Dartmouth and Tiverton, with aid from the Baptists,
made the first successful appeal for justice to the English
gqyernment and struck a crippling blow to thg religious oli-
g%ichy in the New England colonies.

However, trouble with the religlous establishment at Plymouth
was not the only problem the town had in its early years.
Philip, the son of Massasolt, began to grow jealous of the
progress of the settlers in thelr occupation of the land. Philip
started plotting with the nearby Narragansetts and other neigh-
boring Indians. In 1671 he began hostile demonstrations on ac-
count of the alleged injury done to his planting lands by set=
tlers. At this time he was forced to sign a treaty of sub-
mission, which he later broke.

Hostilities broke out again on June 20, 1675, as Philip at-
tacked the houses in part of Rehoboth (what is now Swansea).

Cn the 27th he attacked Taunton, one of the largest settle-
ments in the area. On the 29th he was beaten back. He re-
treated into Pocasset country, where he joined up with those

of the Seacoanet Indians and came up and laid waste settlements
in Dartmouth. Dartmouth was a scattered settlement and easy
prey for the Indians. Not everyone escaped to the three gar-
risons that the town maintained. The town was for the most part
abandoned except for the garrisons during the war. A contempo-
rary description of the burning of Dartmouth says:

"They burnt nearly thirty houses in Dartmouth,
killing many people after a most barbarous man-
ner, as skinning them all over, some only their
heads, cutting off their hands and feet; but any
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women they took alive they defiled, afterward
putting her to death by some of these or the
like ways".

The officials recognized the prostration of Dartmouth and the
county history notes that

"Dartmouth was not required to furnish soldiers
during this war on account of her maintenance
of' the garrisons, and for several years after
peace came the town was not taxed because of
the great suffering of the inhabitants".

Massachusetts and Plymouth colony representatives met in Boston
on September 9, 1675 in order to combine action. Each town was
required to furnish a set proportion of men.

Philip, meanwhile, had been carrying on his waxr in the interior
of state and his last big attack was on Hatfield, Massachusetts,
on October 29, when he was repulsed. He fled into Rhode Island
aﬁd fell in with the Narragansetts, who jolned Philip regardless
of the recent submissive treaty they had signed with the British.
Philip now had about 3,000 warriors and was held up for winter
in a swamp near South Kingston, Rhode Island.

On the 19th of December, the English attacked the Indian fort.
Iﬁithe ensuing battle 1,000 warriors were slain and several hun-
dred were taken prisoners. The English lost 86 men, with 150
wounded. All the wigwams in the village were burned and the
women and children killed. However, Philip escaped.

|
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The next spring the Indlans split into small roving bands, hid-

ing and attacking when the opportunity presented itself. At

the same time the colonial troops systematlcally destroyed Indian
crops and captured many Indians, giving them the alternative of
fighting their own or being sold into slavery. The Indlans under
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Philip began to resent him and desert his leadership. On August
lst, Philip's wife and son were taken captive and sold into
slavery in the West Indies. This capture demoralized Philip
greatly, it has been said. On August 12th, an Indian deserter
came to Captain Church (of Plymouth, hero of the swamp battle,
now head of the colonial forces) and told Church that Philip was
held up in a swamp near Mount Hope, Rhode Island, which is in the
Westport area. The informer offered to gulde Church to the place
and help kill him because the sachem had killed the informer's
brother and it was his duty to murder Philip. He did. The law
of England was carried out and the "traitor" was quartered, a
service performed by the murderer with his hatchet. Captain
Church cut off Philip's head and it was carried on a pole to Ply-
mouth.

The Indian atrocities have been established with the above de-
scriptive quote about the burning of Dartmouth, but the English
actions were far from laudable. Philip's brother had been
promised clemency by Church. The English authorities beheaded
him. Over 150 Indians surrendered on the promise that they would
be protected. Yet the Indians were subsequently carried off to
Plymouth and, after the trial, were sold into slavery.

The damages of Philip's war were extensive in the Massachusetts
and Plymouth colonies. Thirteen town were destroyed, 600 houses
were burned, and about 600 persons were killed. The property
destroyed had an estimated value of $750,000. The conquered
lands were sold and the proceeds divided among the towns.

The Dartmouth area was involved in the other wars less directly.
In King William's War (1689-1697) in which the Indians supported
the French, Bristol County was asked for men and money. If the
town did not fill the quota, men were impressed. If the men
still refused, they went to jail or pald & 4. However, no ac-
tual battles took place within the limits of Bristol County.
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In Queen Anne's War (1702-1713), again, no important battles
took place in Bristol County, but a few of the towns were har-
assed. Agaln, men and money were called for, and the areca con-
tributed especially to the expedition of 1710 that sailed from
Boston and captured Port Royal,

In King George's War (LT7UU-1748), the area again supplied men
and money, but the heaviest involvement was in the French and
Indian War of 1754-1763. The British, for the first time, were
able to send substantial military forces to ald the colonies in
thelr conquest of French territories and the outcome of this
war is well known.

Probably the next major events in the history of the area are
Tthose concerning the American Revolution. An appointed com-
mittee of Dartmouth in 1774 published a report stating that they
were grieved at the necessity of doing anything unfriendly to
Great Britain but they were resolved not to purchase goods made
in Great Britain or Ireland.

Cn the 9th of April in 1775 (antedating Lexington by 10 days),
an expedltion was planned and started to march to Freetown under
Colonel John Daggett of Attleborough to seize arms and munitions
and to capture royalists there. Arriving at the destination,
forty stand of arms and a quantity of ammunition were captured
and a number of men were compelled to swear allegiance to the
patriot cause, all "substantially without bloodshed".

Dartmouth furnished at least 500 men for the army and also sup=
ported the navy. Tories were not numerous in the area, nor were
they active. Some fled and others were imprisoned. The large
number of Quakers in Dartmouth probebly created an atmosphere of
disloyalty, but the Quakers were not traitors and often helped
as much as their religion would permit.
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Dartmouth was invaded, and much of it was burned on September 5,
1778. The raid was considered punishment on the town for her
zealous activity in privateering during the early years of the

war. The Westport settlement was shelled, but the area of Dartmouth
that bore the brunt of the attack was the settlement that later
became New Bedford. Ships were burned and houses destroyed. The
British had a policy of not mistreating Quakers, but there is
evidence that they did not necessarily hold to it.

The Dartmouth settlements grew considerably during the 18th cen-
tury. The Friends in Westport separated from Dartmouth in 1766
under the name of the Acoaxet Monthly Meeting (Indian name of
Westport). Some years later the name was changed to the Westport
Monthly Meeting. The house of worship built in 1814 is still
standing and is in use.
Westport was incorporated and set off from Dartmouth in 1787
ok (as was the village of New Bedford). There were small additions
to the area of the town from Dartmouth in 1793 and 1805 and from
Portsmouth, Rhode Island in 1861. The name "Westport" derives
from the fact that the town was the western-most port in Massa-
chusetts. Its sister port is Eastport, now in the state of Mailne.

e
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AL the time of incorporation, there were actually two villages
in Westport -- one at the head of the east branch of the West-
port River, and another at Westport Point, the harbor. The
sprawling nature of this town with separate pockets of concen-
trated population exists even to this day.

Shay's Rebellion had some following in the area. The movement
was mainly a protest against the heavy taxation following the
Revolution and the legal process taken against delinquents., In
the western counties of Massachusetts, some of the men seized
court houses to stop the courts from functioning. Colonel David

.
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Valentine was the local leader of the protest and evidently had
some support. However, when he assembled his men at Tatnton
Green, the court of this area, the militia had also assembled and

"that fear and rage with which they alarmed

the country for some days past appeared to

have vanished, and sight of government in

force made them as peaceful a set of rioters

as ever with so much impudence advanced so near
the enemy". (from the report of the general in
charge, General Cobb, to Governer Bowdoin,
October 20, 1786).

Valentine subsequently fled to England.

Educational affalrs were important to the early settlements in
the Dartmouth-Westport area, as it was to most New England com-
munities, though records are not available beyond March 23, 1734,
when the following was noted:

"that such village shall have free toleration

to elect a schoolmaster for each village, to

be paid by a rate upon each vilage if the said
vilages see cause to elect one and that vilage
which shall clear the town of being fined for
want of a grammar schoolmaster, by procuring

a lawful one, shall receive ten pounds to be
paid by the whole town in general and that every
person or persons in each of sd vilages shall
have free access or liberty to sent their children
to sd"master for benefit of lattin tongue but no
other”.

Also all people who "receive benefitt of ye sd schoolmaster" shall
give him "thelr proportionable part of his diet, washing, and
lodging".

ALl school affairs came before the town until 1789, when the dis-
trict system was adopted, with towns still retaining the controll-
ing power. The district system continued until 1864. By 1817,

the districts could, as corporations, own their own schoolhouses and
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property and other property, contract with teachers through pru-
dential committees, etc. When the district system was dropped,
the general school committees were chosen in the towns.

As has been shown previously, religion played an important part
in the development, because a large part of the population con-
sisted of dissenters to the established Church in Massachusetts.
Quite early in the 19th century, the Bristol County Bible Society
was formed in the area, an organization similar in its make-up

to many other voluntary religious societies that sprung up on the
upsurge of religious activity in the early part of the 19th cen-
tury. These societles wielded tremendous influence over life in
this period, advocating evangelism, temperance, and other issues.
The societies have been dubbed "the benevolent empire’". Barber's
HISTORY OF MASSACHUSETTS, written in the second quarter of the
19th century, notes in its description of Westport the variety of
religious activity in the town.

"the people are much divided in their religious
sentiments, there are five meeting houses: two .
for ngends, two for Baptists, and one for Metho=
dists"”.

Barber's description goes on to note:

"Formerly considerable quantities of timber were
obtained from this town. The whale fishery is
now an important branch of business; eight whaling
vessels now go out from Westport Point. There is
a cotton mill in this town having 3,072 sp:‘mdlesf
which in 1837 consumed 300,00 pounds of cotton'.

This points out that industrial and commercial activity were im-
portant in this area from the early days. Unfortunately, the
documentation of these developments is hard to find. A note on
the  industrial situation in 1685 shows there were several saw
and grist mills, the Leonard iron works in Taunton, and shops
for shoemakers, blacksmiths, and hat-makers., There is a grist
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mill in the town that is now the home of washing-machine manu-
Facturers that was in operation as early as 171L.

Cotton mills came early to this area. Slater's Mill is not far
away in Pawtucket, Rhode Island. The mill in Westport was opera-
ting in 1828 with the usual set-up including company houses and
a company store. However, as the cotton business increased the
activity shifted to more urban areas like nearby Fall River.

The introduction of steam freed the industry from its reliance

on rural water power. The cotton mill in Westport in the late
19th century was using scrap cotton and making carpet warp,wrap-
ping twine, bats and lamp wicking.

Agriculture has also been important to the area. In 1820 the
Bristol County Agricultural Society for the Advancement and
Interests of Agriculture. However, in the late 19th century
agriculture declined. The county history written in 1897 laments
that many of the rural areas have declined in population and
found this due

"principally to the modern desire of young

men to escape from farm labor and gather in

cities and villages and engage in what they

erroneously think is more genteel labor.

The hard conditions of agriculture in recent

years in meny reglons has also contributed

to the same end",
This area had one of the first railroads in this country, which
was between Providence and Boston, passing through Attleborouszh
and Mansfield, which was in operation in June, 1835, This rail-
road gave a death blow to the old stage line which, in different
periods and on the branch lines, didpass through Westport. Another

railroad between Taunton and New Bedford was opened in 1840.

Maritime occupations and activity have always been important
to the town. Fishing has to this day been o profitable source
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of income but perhaps more interesting is this town's past
glory in the whaling industry. The national whaling industry
in 1770-1775 had 200 vessels and employed 4,500 men. On the
average of 45,890 barrels of sperm oil and 8,850 barrels of
whale oil were taken anmually. Of this national total Dart-
mouth (in those days including New Bedford and Westport) had
80 vessels and employed 1,040 seamen. This trade was severely
damaged by the Revolution. Seventy vessels were destroyed in

the 1778 Dartmouth invasion. The town recovered and by 1800 Dartmouth

whaling and merchant vessels numbered about 50.

The hostilities that arose with Great Britain in the early 1800's
hurt the maritime interests badly. They suffered heavily under
the embargo of 1807 and many were opposed to the outbreak of war
in 1812. Three months after the outset of the war eight vessels
belonging to New Bedford had been seized by the enemy. Thelr car-
goes were valued at $218,000. On June 14, 1814 New Bedford was
again invaded by British troops and had 12 vessels burned.

Still the area again recovered and enjoyed the most profitable
period of whaling between the years 18%5 and 1857. Many of the
other ships gave up cod fishing and took to supplying the whalers.
The ship-building industry flourished. It is hard to say Jjust
how many whaling ships Westport had operating at any one time.
Judging by what few records there are, there seemed to be usually
about ten vessels that operated out of Westport. The town was
quite involved in whaling but certainly overshadowed by the larger
operations at New Bedford and Nantucket. To Westport, however,
belongs the distinction of having a successful black whaling cap-
tain, Paul Cuffee. At about the time of the Civil War, kerosene
began to cut into the sperm oil trade, and today commercial fish-
ing 1s the major maritime venture of the town.

Despite the signs of growth throughout the area in the period
before the Civil War, there were periods of severe financisal
distress. On February 22, 1834 a memorial was sent to Hon. John
Reed in Washington which was signed by 832 citizens of New Bed-
ford, 219 of Dartmouth, 417 of Fairhaven, 287 of Wareham, 175 of
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Rohhester, and 136 of Westport. The memorial set forth the dis-
tréssing conditions in the county, urged the speedy re-establishment
of & national bank, claiming that such an institution would restore
credit and prosperity. Reed presented the resolutions of the meet-
ing and noted

"that while in the full tide of success, sud-
denly and unexpectedly they (the inhabitants of
New Bedford) have been plunged into almost over-
whelming distress; that trade and confidence are
in a great measure destroyed and business stopped;
that they cannot fulfill their engagements, be-
cause they cannot sell thelr property for cash,
or obtain any loan of money; many worthy and
hitherto prosperous men have been ruined, and the
future presents prospects awfully alarming and
distressing. They believe the present calamity
and distress are mainly owing to removing the
depoiiﬁs and the measures resulting from the re-
movadl. .

Evidently the effects of the Jacksonian money policy were felt
early in this area. However, the wealth of the region had a firm
basis in the operations of the mills and the whaling industry re-
covered.

According to the county history the industrial and trade interests
of this county passed through their severest financial struggle

in 1857, "when the whole country experienced a stringency in money
and business centers that has been unparalleled since". Many mills
in the cilties of Fall River, New Bedford, and Taunton were closed
and failure of business firms was common.

The area was an active participator in the Civil War. Westport
‘supplied 258 to the Union cause. WNew Bedford , Fall River and
Taunton were the centers of military activity. The militia was
called up for three months'! duty only four days after the attack
on Fort Sumter. Organizations for relief of soldiers'! families
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aqd for mitigation of hardship in the field were quickly formed.
|

The 38th regiment, which was mustered in August 24, 1862 for %

years! duty, contained one company, H, raised mainly in New Bed-
f@kd, Dartmouth, and Westport, with small numbers from elsewhere

in the county. One of the most interesting contributions of the

area was the sale of old vessels to the Union, most of whilch were
afterward taken into Charleston Harbor and sunk -- effectively block-
ing the entrance.

Immigration to the area picked up after the Civil War. Irish are
prevalent as they are throughout New England. There is a sub-
stantial Portugese population which was attracted by the shipping
interests and the opportunities for small farming. The county
history notes in 1897 that neither they nor the Italians have
intermixed much with the English-speaking population. Many im-
migrants, especially French Canadians, were attracted to jobs in
the cotton mills. In the 1870's several French newspapers were
operated in Fall River.

The resort industry developed greatly in the last quarter of the
19th century in Westport. In 1888 the Hotel Westport was built
and this period saw the beginning of the growth of summer cot-
tages in the town. The whole area ié still suffering from the
closing of the cotton mills as they moved south. Today Westport
1s a quiet community engaged in small farming and business and
sees an upsurge of activity in the summer vacation months.
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A Child's=Histery pf Dartmeouth by Anne Gifford

foreword

This little booklet is written because I have been se interested in the
History of Partmouth, When children read History of other places they never
think that their own Town has a listory too but only a few Towns have such an
interesting one as Dartmouth. I hope that if any older person reads this h
will be patient with any descrepancies which may have been made; that he will
be generous if something dear te his heart has been ommitted, And I would
like to say Thank you te all those persons who have helped me to find material
on Dartmouth, who have given me pictures or whe have told me old stories, I
hope that this little history will awaken in all the childr@n who may read it
an interest to read more bbout their levely histeric town,
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A Child*s Histery of Dartmough, Past and Present

Once upon a time about three hundred years ago, in 1652, a group of people

in the Plymouth Colony purchased a piece of land, This ddnd was about 40

miles to the west of the first colony. It was bought from an Indian Chief
whose name was Massasoit, There were three paris of this aldn, the section
on the east was called by the Indians "Acushnegg", lo-day it is divided inte
Acushnet, Fairgaven and New ledford, The section in the midile was called
Aponagansett. To-day it is called Partmough. The sectdon on the west was named
Coaxet, To-day it is known as Westpert, Acoaxet and a part of Liverton, In
the beginning the settlers called all three parts Partmough . low do you
suppose that the Plymouth paid for this new land? LUo you think that they used
dollar bills, fifty cent pieces and quarters? No, they uzed all sorts of
commodities, which the Indian wanted, Here is a list of the things which the
colonists gave to the Iadians for Lartmouth: 30 yards of cloth, & moose skins,
15 axes, 15 hoes, 15 pairs of breeches, 8 blankets, 2 kettles, 1 clock, 2
English pounds in “ampum, 8 pairs of stockings, 8 pairs of shoes, 1 irom pot
and 10 shillings, It was about six months after the land was bought that the
people came here to live, It was not the people who had bought ithe land but
pepple who were looking fer a place where they could worship as they wished,
The people who came were mostly PFriends and Baptists, The Indian cheef
Massasoit was very good and kind to the white settlers. 'le showed them which
streams had the most fish. He agreed te have all the Indians which were liv=
ing in Dartmouth move into new land, This was all done in a friendly fashien,
While Massasoit lived the white people and the Indians got aleong te-gether,
Then the “ood Massasoit died, He had two sons, the oldest was called Wamsutta,
He was friendly te the white people but he was weak., His brother Philip re=-
sented the white colonists, He felt that they were driving the Indians from
their land. What do you think he did? He harrassed the white settler, stole
or killed their few cattle, spoiled their crops, burned their houses and barns.
Ihis was easy for him te do because the farms were far apart with only trails
leading from one farm to another. There were no telephones or radios te use
to spread the alamm, 7The white settlers complained of these depredations te
the Plymouth Autherities., They sent Captain Cook and some soldiers to catch
Philip er te drive hin away, “aptain Cook chased Philip and his Indians all
about, Pinally he caught a band of women and children, There were about 90

in all, These were marched back te Plymouth and sold out eof the country inte
slavery, King Phillips whfé and son were in this group of Indians. This act
infuriated King Philip and the local Indians. 7lhey retaliated in the only way
they knew., They swept down on the people of Yartmouth like a whirlwind,

They burnmed all the houses, about thirty in number, and killed all the people
they could fird, They stole or kdlled all the cattle. “ome of the people

were warned and they escaped to the some of Ralph Russell, He had built his
house like a garrison. Do you knmow what a garrison is? It is a house which
is built like a fort, 1ihe walls are very strong, There were leop holes in
the walls seo that the people inside could poke their muskets through and fire
on the enemy out side. *he holes were so small thai the Indians could net
shoot their arrows through them at the people inside., Sometimms around the
house was built a stockade., This was a high wall of heavy timbers with peinted
ends, It was very hard to climb over this wall, Uenerally there was a catwalk



near the inside top of the stockade. This enabled the men inside to walk

all around the stockade and see what wasgeing on outside. There was room
enough inside these strong walls of the stockade for the women and children
and sometimes the cattle. They could keep supplies inside too. Most important,
there was always a spring of water inside, Sometimes the people had to stay
inside the stockade fro many days. Captain Cook and his seldieeg chased

King Philip up through what is now Smith Mills, through Hicksville and finmally
in the swamps around Fridgewater and Freetown where he was killed by an Indian
whe was fighting for Captain Cook, After Philip was killed the Indian war=-
riors were scattered, The people inside the garrison could now go back to
gheir farms, The foundations of this old garrison house of Ralph Russell

can still be seen near Bush street in Padanaram, There was a spring of water
near it, !t must have been very hard for the Colonists to see all the des-
tructien which the Indisns had done, but they did not lose their courage,

They started right in te rebuild their houses sheds and barns, 1t was not
easy. lhey could nei go to the telephene and order the lumber from a lumber
company. lhey had te cut down the trees and saw the lumber by hand, They had
to cut their own shingles toe, They did not have many nairls but used wooden
pegs to hild the timers to-gether, They worked as fast as they were able and
soon cnce again their homes were rfﬁuilﬂ and their gardens replanted, Part-
mouth was a lively place to live, "t still is, It had so much to offer new
settlers, 41here were gently rolling hills, and goed fields; there were many
many streams and rivers which could be used feor navigation and for fishing;
there were ponds of fresh water and cool springs; there was alsoa long shore-
line with many little inlets and twe goed harbers. It was no wonder that many
people wanted to deme inte PDartmough te build their homes and live., in the
late 1600s many people came inte Vartmouth from “oston, Newport and Providence.
They built many homes and cleared a great deal of land for farms. “oon there
were communities in the different parts of the town, “ome of the new comumers
built millsof different type, lumber mills, grist mills, saw mills, Some es~
tablished sheps and stores. Most of the settlers leok land en the rivers or
streams or sheres. Why de you think they did this? Later on some of the roads
followed the rivers and streams, At first Dartmouth was iust a province of the
Plymouth Coleny. But in 1664 Dartmouth was made a town in its own right, *his
meant tha the people could hold its own town meetings, elect their own offices
and make their own laws. You must remember that the Partmouth we are talking
about is the old Nartmouth. If you look on the map on the opposite page you
will see how much higeer it was then it is te-day, Tn 1665 John “ussell was
representative to the Plymouth ccourt, Plymouth was still the state government
He had to walk all the way, Lt must have been very disagreeable in the winter
time for it was about 40 miles to Plymouth,

Sometimem the things which the Plymouth voted were rot agreeable to the Dart-
mouth settlers. At one time they pdotested against the church tax. %his was a
tax which everyone had to pay to support the chuteh and minister of the Puri-
tans, People living in lartmouth were not Puritans, ‘lhey refused to pay a tax
for a church that which was not to their liking, lhe plymoutk Court then put
Mr, Russell and a Mr. Howland, both of whom were selectmen of Dartmouth, in
prisen, They were in prison for 18 deng months, The people of Dartmouth ime



mediately raised money to take care of theri families at home and to feed the
twe men who were in prison, In those days when a person was put in prison they
had to supply their own food and beddipg. Prisons in those days were not like
our well run modern prisons te-day, While the two selectmen were in prison
the people of Dartmouth appealed to the King of England for the right te choose
their own minister, ‘his he allowed them to do and he alse said that they did n
not have te pay the Church !ax te Plymouth., They appointed one 66 their own
Townspeople to be the minister, He could perform marriages, took care of
funerals, did the preaching and took care of the spiritual well being of the
people in the town,

During the Revolution when America was fightlpg so dedsparately to become
free the people of Partmough proved that they were good citizens, They raised
a2 hundred pounds te buy powder and shot with; They sent some of their men and
bosys te help fight; they raised foed for the soldiers. JThe people of lart-
mouth léved their homes and their farms, They were willing to fight te pro=-
tect them, They were ready to defend this new land of theirs from its enemies,
ihey were grateful for the freedom they found here and for the opportunities,
it eoffered to become irdependent and to get ahead, There is a story told that
during the war the British warships were anchored in the Bay around Smiths?
Neck and Barney's Joy. The sailors on this ships would come ashore ot night
and steal the sheep which were on the farms around about. This made the set-
tlers very amgry and they used to go cdonw to the shore and try to step them,
No-one has ever said if they ever caught anybody,

As the years rolled by many many more pecple wmoved inte Dartmouth., It was
easy to buyy a piece of land for a farm or a home, Yf course it ook a lot of
hard work to clear this adds Jand and make it yeild. 1he rivers snd the streams
were ideal places to build mills for the water would provide the power needed
to run them, Many of the old settlers who first came have desendents still liv-
ing here. One of the first places to be settled was Russell's Mills. Then the
people began to Ipreadﬂmut and take land around this spet; “ome moved on to
Smith's Neck; some to 1llen's Neck; “ome made farms around “idley FourCorners,.
Some hoved to “mith's Nélls but at first there was soon a thriving little vil-
lage at Russell®s Mills, Some of the Settlers moved te Padanaram and set up
different businesses and built homes. At Smith®s Mills many of the peaple
built mills around the pond. Many of the old Families living in Dartmouth had
slaves to help them., Some were house slaves, Lhese slaves worked in the house
and halped take care of the children, Some were feild hands. “hey worked in
the fields or with the cattle, It was net thought wrong to own slaves in thesa
days. They were needed to help in this new land, It was the Friends who first
began to feel that it was wrong to own slaves and through the teachings of
their ministers and through their example, the slaves in Dartmouth were grad=
ually given their freedome long before the “ivil War was fought, t is said
that somewhere near “mith's Mjlls, between Tucker Road and Chase Road their is
a small cemetery know as '"The Slaves Burying Lot". Soms of the older people
living in Smith's Mills said they had been there as children, Perhaps your
grandparents can show you where it is,

It was after the Revolutionary War that both New Bedford and Westport decid-
ed to break away from old Dartmouth and become a townand a city of themselves,
Lhig they did in 1787. lhey gwew and became prosperous and well known, Darte
mouth containued to grow to and to prosper. More and more farms were cleared,
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More and more mills and shops were built, From 1787 to 1887 it was amazing
how the town grew. During the “ivil War many of the Dartmouth men went to
fight for the Union. You can find their names on the Old grave stones in the
various cemetaries of the lown. We honor them each Memorial Pay. On an

old map which was made in 1853 there are little dots which show where every
home in the Town was and beside each dot is the name of the person who lived
there, All the different kinds of Mills and shops are sown too, In some odd
Records printed in 1848 we can find this Record,

Dartmouth to-day has 479 farms; 634 dwelling houses; milk sent to market
has yielded dn income for this year $15,000 ; athe foreests furnish woed te
run 6 saw mills which make sawed boards, laths, clap beards and shingles;
in addition there 2 salt mines, & grist mills, 1 carding mill, 3 hotels, 1
farmers® club, 1 town hall, 15 churches, 23 district schools, 1 high school,
1 fulling mill, 1 iron forte and 2 tanning mills; plus many shops and stores,
Since that time many changes have come about, The large farms of several thous-
and acres each have been divided into many small farms. Farming has been be-
come specialized; Some farms are dairy farms, somes poultry farms, some are
truck garden farms, “ome of the land has been turned inte housing districts.
Most of the old dirt roads and trails have been widened, strightened and mac-
adamized. Many of the old houses have fallen ddown or been torn down, but some
have been modernized, This means that they have been all fixed up with electric
lights and running water, Most all the old indurstires in Dartmouth have dis-
appeared. The old blacksmith shops have been replaced by garages, There are
only three left, OUne is lecated near the towm hhll, One is in “ussell's Mills
and the third onme is in Bliss Cornmer. lhey do net have any horses except riding
horses to shoe to-day, but they fix plow peints and farm machinery. The old
lumber mills and shingle mills have all disappeared too, but the buildings
are still used to-day for other purpeses, such as a grain store, or a storage
place; the iron foundries and the tanneries have beaen torn downs only ome of
the grist mills is still left, it is at Kussell's Mills., The people have taken
the old mill stones and are using them as door steps or gate pests, Dartmough
to-day is mainly a town of farms and a residential town. 'his means that many
of the people who have homes in Dartmough work in other towns or cities, Dartmo
mouth is also a wll known summer resort with its exclusive summer colonies
at Nonquitt, Bay View, Salter's Point and Mishaum. There are several public
beaches too,
Would you like to know how each village was like around 18507



Russell's Mills

Rugsell's Mills was the first place to be settled in our town, It was named
for a Mr, Russell who came here from Taunton and set up an ipon foundry on
Fresh River above the mill pond, An iron foundry is a place where iron tools
are made, The #ron used was bog-iren which the settlers dug out of the bogs
around the mills, One can still see the old stone foundations of this old
foundry in the river and old pieces of iron can still be fished up. This
founiry was down in back of Mr, Sherman's house, Mr. g@rman's house is the
olest in Russell's Mills, This location was a good place to start a town oy
here there was a river and a pond of fresh water. ZThe river flowed down te
the ocean, in fact the ocdh cemes right up to meet it at the Landing twice
a day when the tides rise and fall, On theLanding there was a boat yard where
several small whalé ships were built and a great many smaller boats. Today
there is no boat yard but there ape several fishing boats which still dock
at the Landing to-day, The water is salt at the landing, The young people
of Russell®s Mills usec the landing as @ recreation center. They have built
a tennis court here, and also go swimming, I expect the little boys way back
in 1700 swam here too. After Mr, Russell ha” bu’lt his iron foundry on the
river he built 2 mills on the mill pond, One side was his frist mill and on the
other 2 lumber mill, He knew that the new comers would need lumber to build
houses with, The prist mill ground the corn the settlers raised intc meal
between 2 big mill stones. You can see some of these old mill stones to-day
arcund some of the homess in Russell's Mills, The settlers made the famous
"Johnny ca%es" from this meal, These cakes which were made of the meal salt
and water were baked on hot stones or fried in old iren fyylng pans which
were ha¥le at the irom foundry, They would keep for several days without
spoiling, People who had to travel would make up a great many to carry with
them and at first they were called "Journey cakes", Many people came in to
Russell®s Mills to bury farms, to build homes and some to start businesses.,
One of the new comers built a shingle mill on the pond; another built a
second grist mill on Destruction “rook. 'his is where Johnny “heehan's
grist mill is to-day. Me still grinds meal just as they did in 1850 Dbetween
the large mill stones, He also runs a little saw mill here, “omebody built
a carding mill in the village to card the wool from the sheep which every
family raised, Another settler built a Tanning Mill, Do you know what a
tanning mill is? It is 2 place where the hides or skins of animal are made
into leather, The skins were brought to the tannery ®green'. This means they
8§till had the fur on them, PFirst the skins were placed in huge vais and covered
with lime to loosen the heir., These vats were huge wooden takks sunk deep
inte the ground. They were so big that the setilers were careful not to let
the children play around them for if they should fafll in they would have
been seriously hurt er drowned, After the skins had been soaked in the lime
water for several days they were taken out and washed to remove the lime and
the fat., Then they were acraped te get the hair off, Cnce again they were
packed back into the vats With a layer of bark betwan each skin, They only
used the bark which came from the oak tree, the sumac tree or the hemlock.,



Men and boys used to gather this bark in their spare time to make a little
money, The bark was crushed fine between stonef rollers before it could

bm used, After the hides were all packed inte the vats with the bark they
were weightdd down with heavy stones and the vats were filled with water.
The water and the bark to-tether made a sort eof acid °lannin® which made

the skins strong and preserved them, ‘Ihe skins had to remain in this solu=-
tion for about six months., Then they were taken out and washed and washed
to get the acid out and then dried, ‘The final process was Lo roll them be-
tween stone rollers to make them soft and pliable, Then they were ready for
the settlers to make them into moccasins, pants, skirts or jackets, People
moved in to Smith*s Neck and a Mr. Slecum had a large farm on barney's Joy.
The Pfriends or the Quakers as they are often called bult a large church near
Apponagansett River, It is the oldest Quaker church which is still standing,
It was built in 1698 and is called the fpponaganselt mMeeting Houses To=day
there is only ome service each year held in it for it has no lights or heat-
iug system, When the motion picture "Down to the Sea in Ships" was first made
there were several scenes filmed at this eold meeting house and many of the
townspeople took vart in it. They were the eld fashion clothes and bonnets
of their grandparents, A Baptist church was also built at Russell's Mills
and many years later a Christian Church. A Fulling Mill was built on or

near the river. Po you know what a Fulling Mill is? It is & mill whdch
made the woolen cloth woven Ly the s&ttlers into thick, heavy blanket-like
material, PFirst the cloth was put into hot water, then into cold, then it
was twisted into a roll and pounded, This hot and cold water made the wool-
en fibres in the cloth shrink up hard and thick, ‘The pounding made them mat
to-gether and become very firm, This thick heavy material would wear a long
time and was very warm, JThere are mills to-day which use this same process
but they are much bigger and more efficient, 'lhe malerial is used 1o make
felt boots, heavy coats, blankets and the "ironm pants" which farmers and
fisherman sometimes wear in the winter, A school house was alse built at
Russell's Mills., A Wheel Right shop and a blacksmith shep. Here (oo was a
grovcery slore, a dry geoods store and a tailor shep. There was a carpenter
shop here too, but in those days it was called a cabinet maker's shep, You
can see that around 1850 andbefore Russell's Mills was a very imporiant come-
munity, To-day there is a grocery store and a post office in one end of which
is a variely store, 4 library which at one time was the district high schoel.
two garages, a fire station with two engines and a four room elementasy school,
ihe Christian church is still there but it has not been used for many years.
Soon it will be moved away to beemme a Veteran®s Hall, One thing which
Russell's Mills still has is a pveal counlry store where one can meet his
neighbors every day; where you can buy anything from a spool of white thread
to a ton of chicken feed; where in the gvening you will find the old cronies
sitting in well wo#n chairs discussing what has happened since they met the
night before and settling all the world's affairs, Here you can get the
latest news about your neighbors.



#liss Corner

This is the only spot in Dartmouth which is really citified, Busees whiz

by on its main street and the houses are built guike close to-gether, It

is one of the more recent settlements, Because it was so close to New Ded-
ford with it's mills and it's whaliog incdustry and Padanaram with it's

Salt Works and Boat Yard it was always a busy place., In 1856 it was a re-
sidential distric. But there were no shops, no mills, no stores, lere

the people whe had made money in the cotton mills and other industries

came to build big houses and live, Here too the old sea captains built their
big houses for they could see the whaleships coming up the river after their
long voyages to dock at the wharves in New Bddford, To-day the big houses
have been made into apartment houses., Here we find modern drug stores,
eating places, garapes, 2 big eight room school, a wholesale meal place,

an automobile agency, a barber shop and grocery stores, The two churches
that once sténd in Bliss Corner have both disappeared, One of the prele-
tiest sights in the spring is a huge Rhododendron tree which grows in the
yard of a big brown house on Dartmouth Street near the corner. I must be
150 years old, Who do you spppoase planted it?



Hicksville

Hicksville was named for a man called Preacher Hicks, 'This sleepy little
village was once a busy community, It lies about mid-way between New Bed-
ford and rFall Hiver on the old road which was the only roac in the 1800s,
This road is in the northern part of the town, In those days it was an all
day trip with a horse to go from one city to the other, In Hicksville there
was a hotel where the travelers could stop and gelt a hot meal or ztay all
night if they had started to make the trip in the afternoen, lhis eold
building is still standing, lere in Hicksville there was « Whiel Wight
shop, Do you know what a Wheel Right shop is? Back in the old days people
drove horses with carriages or carts. 1he wheels of the carriages were
made with & round hub from which wooden spokes rayed out te a large wooden
rim around which was an iron rim, It was guite a job to put the iron rim
on over the wooden rim and shrink it to fit tightly and stay there, It

was a job to build a good wheel, Whedl Rights built the axle for carriages
or carts, lhe carts had to be balanced evenly so thai they would run
smoothly., 1t took a lot of knowledge to make the parts of the carriages

or wagons and to put them to-gether, Nearly every village had a Wheel Hight
shop as well as a Blacksmith shop, ihe Yaptists build & Baptist Church
which is still being used to-day and there is a cemetary there too, There
was a district schoel for the children who lived in licksville., 1lhere was
a Grist Mill on a little pond called Jobey's Pond which is te the east of
the village, The “rist Mill nas been torn down bul one can still see the
remains of the old dam at the pond, There was a shoe shop where a cobbler
made the shoes for the people and there were two grosery stores and seven-
teen houses, How different the town is to-day, A modern twe room school
replaces the odd district school, %he church shaded with trees and the
cemetary with its quaint old slate gravestones carn still be seen, There is
a grocery store there but the shoe shop, the “rist Mill, the Zlacksmith
Shop and the Wheel “ight Shop are all gonme. Lhe hotel is no longer needed
for macadam roacs and automobiles make it easy for people to go (rom Fall
River to New Sedford with out having to stop over night., The main road now
leaves Hicksville oif the veaten path,
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Smith Milas

You all know where Smith Mills is, almost in the center of the town on

Route #6. Tn 1700 it was only beginning to be a community. It has grown
steadily for it was in a good place with a pond and a river. 4t is not as
important in the same way to-cay as it was in the later 1700s and un to 1856.
It was located almost on the Post “oad which ran from Newport to Plymouth

and from Beston to Newpert, 4his roa” did net run aleng Koute #6 as it does
now. It came down Hathaway and crossed over to Tucker Road., <lhen about half
a mile south it turned to the right and ran aleng by what is the Gidley

farm to-day, and crosses over the Apponagansett River by an old tone bridge
and joined the old Westport Rpad by thecemetary on Chase “oad, You can still
walk across that old stone bridge down in back of the cemetary, Sometines
that short piece of road was called Lover's Lane, !t was so shady, caol and
pretty., On an old map made around 1850 one can see where one Grist Mill was
on the miil pond above Smith Mills a&nd another one was across. the road on

the river. The old stone wmill is still there but is used as a grain shed
to~day, There was a tannery near the village, Jlhere were two “heel Mght
shops and twe “lacksmith shops. Do you knew what a Blacksmith shep is? 1t is
& place where people in olden times tookr their horses to have iron shoes
fitted to their hooves, A Blacksmith shop is a fascinating place with its
big iron forge in which there was always a fire, Beside the ferge there

were always bellows which were pumped to make the fire burn hot and bright,
The horse shoes had to be heated and then bent and fitted to the shape of

the horses hoof for like people all horses do not have the same size or
shape ef-the hoof, If you read Longfellow's poew "The Village Blacksmifh",
it will give you a good idea of what a Blacksmith shop was like, Tn Smiths
Mill center there was a tavern where one cofld get a good hot geal in olden
days. This old building is still there to-day, In its cellar are secret
paseapes and a secret room where the towns neople used to hids the slaves
who were running away from their masters in the south, This wss the second
stop of the under ground reilway in Dartmouth, The first was in an old house
down near Horseneck Beach on the Noquechoke River, Near the top fo Emith
Mills hill was a hotel, Tt wzs 2 very smart place in the old days when the
stage coaches were traveling the Post Road, At Smith Mills there was 2 dig-
trict school 18, two Quaker churches anc a Baptist Chucch. There was a
shingle mill and saw mill on the pond, twe shoe shops and two other stores,
A1l around the community there were large farms., In Smith Mills itself

there were large house which belonged to the owners of tha mills, These
houses were well kept with nice lawns and gardens., How different Smith Mills
is to-day, The State Road goes right through the center of the town, here we
find a modern drug store and a ;rain store, a hardware store and a post office,
& garage stands where once there was a Blacksmith shop., The district scheol
has been made into a home. One of the churches has also been made into a
home, Some of the lovely old houses have been made into apartment houses,
lhe old hetel is an apertnent house, A big consolidated school on Tucker

Road replaces the district school. There is an ivy covered library and a
medern fire statior. Smith Mills has a barber shop and a variety store and

a small dry goods stere, lhere is a private country club at one end of the
town and a public golf links at the other, Lhere are over night cabins on
the main road just as you enter the town, A firange Hall and a Howard Johnson
dining place have been built just to the east of the center of the village,
The State Police have a barracks here too, A Christian church replaces the
old Baptist church but the same Priends church is still being used to-day, What
do you think the people wpo séttled here in the 1800s would think &f thev could
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Padanaraum

Padanaram to-dzy is a charming New Epgland village with lovely threes and
hospitable houses but it is also a bustling little village catering to the

su mmer people who come to it from all parts of the United States to enjoy
its ocean and unegual summer sports, How different the townwas in the pe -
ginning and in the 1800s, The earlier settlers live on “mith's Neck before
they began to build up the village. At first the people had to row across
the river or go around it to get to the village, Pul in 1§34 a wooden
bridge wasbuilt, “t was & toll bridge, This wmeans that any one using the
bridie had to pay & todl which was 3 swall sum of money, 7There was a tell
house on the north side of the bridge, Yhis house was moved and rlocated

on School 8treet and 3s being lived in to-day. Yne of the earliest indusi=-
ries of lartmouth was the 3alt "orks, 7The records show us that as carly as
1720 thera was & Salt Works om the “mith Neck road, During the 1700s there
were 7 Salt “orks located in the and about the village. One was on Salter's
Point, Mnother Salt Works was built on Ricketson's Point and yel another on
the south side of the harbor. In the old days the settlers got salt by evape
orating the $alt ocean woter. They Lult wind mills which pumped the waler up
into a long trough, Meneath this trough there was a frawe work which was
filled with brush. The water rarn down over the brush into shallow wouden
trays. The sun evaporated the water and left the salt, lThese trays had wood=
en trays., Jhe sun evaporated the water and left the salt. 'Ihese trays had
wooden covers to Le used on rainy days. 7+his business could only be carried
on in the summer wovibs cn sveny days, How much salt do you think they could
make during one summer? The records tell us ihat in a good year between

10 and 12 thousaacd bushels of salt were made., They got £ifty cents a bushel,
Padanaram has a good harbor and it was an ideal place fer a boat yard, There
was 2 big toat yard here, Now=a=cays when one things of a whaleship one thinks
of New Fedford but Padanaram had quite a large fleet of whalships which were
built in their own boat wpards and sent {rom her harber all over the world,
There is sti1l a boat yavrd in the village but it is only for smdll sail boats
and Beelte boats, Yhe boat yerd takes care of the boats that belong io the
summer neople and carries all kinds of boat gear, Padanaram grew quite fast
and is one of the tiggest villages in the wown, There were two churches
built here, a Baptist Church and a Congregational Church which had a parsonage,
A Priends church was builft on Smith's Neck road btout a mile and a half south
of the village, Here were two district schools end an Academy for thoss who
wished wore than elementary schooling, It was also a [inishing school for
young ladies, Not only was ther a Blacksmith Shop and A Wheel Right Shop

but 2 shoe stores, & paint shop, a harness shop, a village hall, several
stores but not mills. In the late 1800s and the early 1900s there were street
cars that came from New Bedford and ran down Elm Street. As in the other vile
lages old stores have been replaced by modern ones, “e find a drug store,

2 grocery stores, a barber shoo. a beauty parlor, a modern Post Office, a
lower elemmntary school in Padanaram itself, and a pew large grammar school a
short distance outside the village. There is a yacht club and the harbor is
full of sailboats and Cris-crafts, There are ssveral eating places and a
hardware store. There is a lovely ivy covered library called the Seuthworth
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Library. The old Baptist Church is gone but the “ongregational Church still
stands in its place though the present one is not the origainal one, lThe first
one was burned. A pretty little Catholic Church has been built on Blm Street
near the center of the town., The old wooden bridge has been replace by

a wide concrete one, Jhere must be good fishing (rom it for every day one
can see someone fishing from it, rain or shine,

To the south of Padanaram, on the east side of Smith Neck Road lies the estate
of the late Solonel Yreene, 7To-day it is owned by the Magsachuseiis Institute
of Technology gemerally called M,1,71. No cne is allowed through the gates
to-day with out a special pass. ‘lwenty five years ago it was one of the
special places every one visited during the summer, Here Colonel “reene had the
od] waleship "the Morgan" set in a concrete berth and fitted up just as the
o1d whaleships used to be, “aptain “eorge Fred Tilton and old whaling Captain
stayed on it and explained to the visilors all the differsnt things about it.
lere on a little hill-called Hap's Hill where & dr. sosmold landed in 1602-
was one of the first radio stations in America. lsre on this estate M.J.l.
built the First “yclotron. 1his was a famous piece of electrical equipment
which first smashed the atom., *t was because we learned liow te smasi atoms
that America learned to make atom bombs, Colonel “reene lived in a huge

stone house, itself a show place. Here were famous rose gardens and lilac
hedges which people came to see each year when they were in bloome There was

2 small but nice bathing beach on this estate which -olonel “reene allowed

the town's young people to use, Ilere too was a duck pond where one coddd

feed the white duck. “here was alsc a small landing [ield for “olonel Greene
owned one or two small plumes and a llelicopter, Teo=day the gardens have

been all dug up and made into lawns for the estate has been turned over to
M.T.T. for an experimental work shob.
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Scheels

Prom the very first the Quakers were concerned about education, ihey knew
that if their children were to grow up into intelligent women and men they
must have schedling., They did not think that boys and pirls shoudd have the
same kind of schooling, Yirls were too "frail" to go te school in the winter,
besides girls didn't uneed to know but a little reading and writing and maybe
to count a little, They were taught to cook and bake, to card the wool, to
spin and weave ii inte cloth, to sew and to make soap, They were taught how
to doctor simple sickness or cuis, JLhey used herbs which they ceuld find in
the woods so they had to learn to tell one kind frow another and how to use
thew, Boys mn the other hand were expected to be the providers for a family
and to rum town affairs, therefore, a boy must have the most schooling., “oys
had to learn Lo read, to write, to spell and bo cipher. To-day we call it
arithmetic. They studied Latin, “hey had to study mevigation toe. Can you
guess why? It was because they usec the rivers and the streams and the ocean
for roads and many boys expecied to go to sea, poys were taught surveying too,
Lhis megns to know how to measure land and where to put the boundary warks,
Boundary marks are stone posts which tell where one person's land ends and
another bigins, Al farms, roads or any property has boundary marks., JLhe
people lived so far apart in early times that the first schools were held in
the homes. The children of two or three families learning to-gether. There
were no roads to walk on and no busses Lo pick up the children in one part of
the town and carry thewm to a school in another, The teacher was generally

the preacher, lie would go from howe te home and set the childcen their les-
sons, Teh first scheols were not public scheols. ‘he parents had to pay a sum
of money to the teacher and also to supply each child with his scheol equipm
ment, The first public school heuse in Dartmeuth was built on the corner of
Gulf Hill Road and Bakerville Roads To-day only the old stone chimney is
standing, How co you suppose this old schoolhouse looked? I will tell yOUe

It was aboul 20 feet square, maMe of lumber, sawed at the “usscll®s mill
lumber yard, It was shingled with shingles made in the shingle millther,
There were windows with heavy shutters on three sides of the buildings lhere
was a door on one side, Inside the building instead of desks such as you

have to-day there were benches running around three sides of the room and seve
eral in the center., 4he teacher or master as he was called in these days had
a high desk in the front of the room. There was a high stool with this desk
80 that he could look down on to the pupils. At [irst the master was generale-
iy the preacher bul later on they were real schoel teachers, 'lhe schoel
teacher was very sirict, He alwgys kept seversl birch switches which he used
often, Children were not allowed to whisper or giggle, They came to school
to learn and learning was serious business, Ihere were not backs to bhe bench=
es so0 that a child could lean back when it waa tived, In the front of the
school would be a black board. On the black board the teacher would set down
the sums to be done or the spelling words to Le learned, Children copied

these on their own slates which were like little back boards. The schools
were all ungraded, this means that children of all ages worked to-gether in
one school room. “omam were only five years old, scme were twelve or four=-
teen, The big ones helped the little ones, At [irst there were very Lew books
but later on in the 18005 there were the iac Guifey readers @wnd Webster's bilue
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back spelling book, Little children learned their letters, their tables and
simple spellipg words, Bigger students did harder sums and read the Classics,
Soon one school was not enocugh for in these days families were much bigger
than they are to-day. It was not unusual for there to be 9 or ten or eleven
children in one family, When there were several families living within walk-
ing distance of each other there might be 20 or thirty children of schoel age,
This meant that they must have several school heouses. lhe town was divided
inte 27 school districts, Fach d istrict had a schoel, so that no child but
could walk te school, Yur grandparents did not think it would hurt a child
to walk three miles to school, “ometimes & child would be lucky enough to huwe
2 horse to ride, ‘The town meeting appointed a committee of five men, ‘his
committee was called the high committee, It decided where the scheols were tc b
be built and many times chese the teacher, WBrom each scheol district one man
was appointed to have the care of th& schoel, e was known as the prudential
committee, It was at this time that the town bought the scheol supplies. The
prudential committee had Le see that the school was kept in good repair, that
there was wood for the fire, and that there were encugh supplies. e saw that
strict discipline was kept too. e would visit the school every se often to
see that every thivg was as it should be, When he visited school the teacher
would put on & spelling bee or have the children recite poelry or read a very
difficult piece from some book. 7The Leacher trisd to impress the prudential
committee with how smart his pupils were, Bach district school was very jJoul-
ous of it's reputation for discipline and learning, There were no graded
studies. EFach teacher taught as be saw fit, The teacher boarded arcund with
the different parents, ‘‘e didn't receive much money for the people [elt that
they were paying him & salary when they fed and boarded hia. The teacher had
to be his own janitor too. l!le had to build the fire and seep the floor, and
many tiwes had to go te the nearby spring or well for drinking water, 3Schoel
days were long put the school year was short, The disirict systeus were kept
until arcund 1865, then it was ablished, This means that the town appointed
orne school committee of five men which would run all the schewuls. 1t was
about this time that the people began to realize ihat all gchiddren have an
education so that the law was passed making it compulsory. At first it was only
through the first grade, ithen it was through the sixth or a child had to be
gixteenn, *t was about this time that the schooels began Lo be graded. Child=
ren of the same age were put in the same grade and Lagght the same subjects.
They had to be [ive years old before Lthey could starl schovls Hore and more
subjecis, were added t¢ the school curricuiea, The discipline of the old
schools ere very stirict, Children were expecied to behave, L they wiggled,
squirmed and whispered they were punished, 1f they centinued te disobey they
were whipped. OUfeen il a child received a whipping at school he would get
another when he got home ai night because he had goi one st schovl, in the
latter part ol the LloUUs the scliool committee decided to add a high school

to the sclisol system, 1t was only & twe year high school. For two years it was
held at Smith Mills and for two years it wus held at Russell's Milis., it was
called the "{leating high school", In 1672 the town decided to have a school
superintendent to visit Llie schools and see (hal they alll used (he same text
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books in the same grades, Tn 1900 there were twenty grammer schools in Dirte
mouth, ‘his was too uwany schools to run, too many teachers to hire, too many
schools to keep in repair for now families were smaller and there were only

a few children to go to each schoel. The school committee began to consol-
idate the schools, lhie means that the pupils from several schools would be
put to-gether in one big sbhool., School busses which were pulled by a team

of horses picked up the children who lived the fatbhest away. *he first bus
ran from Smith's Neck to Padanaram. Some of the children rode on the trolley
cars to school. It was at ihis time thal the school conmittee began te build
bigger schools with four or six rooms. They were more attractive, good light=
ing, running water and heating systems, A [lour year high school was started
in Padanaram, Bebore this there had been 3 two year high schools in differ=
ent parts of the town, “egt of the high school students had to study Yatin and
Frenche. The present high school wasilt in 1926 =1927. Ii is much mére wmode
ern than the old one at Padanaram which is now used for the first five grades,
At one time there was an academy in Pacdanaram teo, This was a private school,
The girls who went there were taughtl piano lessous, singing lessons, how to
paiat China, to dance, and to embpdider., In shert, they were taught how to
become young ladies. Tne boys were taught Latin, Law, dancing and manners.
Many of the boys weni on toe college, To-day we have a private school in Darte-
mouth, It is located on Tucker ™oad and is called the Friends Acadeny. The
students here learh the same things as those in public schovls, but the clags-
ses are much smaller and each pupil gets more individual attantion, In this
private school they start to learn alatin and Prerch in the &th swrade, How dif-
ferent are our schools to~day than those of 50 years ago. All schools have a
physical education program with a physical education Leather who goes from
school to school and tsaches Lhe students how te play differenl gawmes and to
dance the difcerent (olk dances. She also had charge of Lhe physical education
for the grils at the high school but the Lopp have their own coach. Lo-day in
high school a pupil can choose oiie of several courses such as lomestic Sceence,
Agricultural or Secretarial whereas in the old days all high school education
was preparing fomd college, Leok around you and see how many things vou have
to-day that the children of 100 years ago did not have, low do you get to
school? low do you think your bLooks woulid oupare wilh the books of a little
girl or boy 100 years ago? Aren't you glad you can go to school to=day and
enjoy all these new things? How many schools do you think we have in Dapt-
mouth to-day? dlthough we have many many more pupils we have only 11 schools.
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Town Government

At first when Dartmouth was still a Part of Flymouth Coleny it was governed
from there. All the business whéch had to do with the town was carried on in
Plymouth with out the settlers in Dartmouth having anything to say. It was in
Plymouth that the Court decided how much tax should be paid by the Dartmouth
settlers, The peeple én lVartmouth did think that this was quite fair, They
félt that they should run their own affairs, How glad they were when Dart-
mouth was incorporated as a Town in 1664. Lhis meant that now the lartmouth
Colonists could be their own boss, They could held their own Town Meetings,
they could decide themselves what their taxes should be and hew they would

be spent., Plymouth Courts was still the Stake Govermnet se the Dartmouth
people appointed Mr, John Russell as their first representative to this court}
Their was some business which the Plymeuth County still had to decide but Dart=-
mouth could also have a voice in it, A representative represents the people
in the Town, He could protest if he did not like what the Court was planning
to do or he could approve. !t was a leng way from Dartmouth te Plymouth, The
trail was narrow and rough, It must have been very disagreeable in the winter
for Mr. Russell generally had te walk, The distance was a little more than

40 miles. It was dangerous toe feor there were wild animals in the woods and
some times there were hostile Indians lurking abeut,

After Dartmouth became a Town it was necessary to have an election and eledt
some Town officials who would help to run the Town First there had te be some
Selectmen, There were three to be elected. The Selectman are the most import-
ant department of a town, They are an Excutive “oard, This means that they
take care of all the people and 411 the property of the lown; they supervise
all the other lown Departments and they must approve te fht way the Departments
spend the money which the Town appropiates to witch Depariment,/ To-day the
selectmen appeint the Police, the Firemen, the *own Poctor and the Town Nurse,
Next the people must elect a Clerk to keep a record of all that happens in the
lown Meetings, the clerk also records marriages; eh makes out dog liciences,
burial permits and marriage liscens. He records all the births in a lown tooj
A Town must have some Assessors. 7These men put a value on the property which
the people own., The lown raises mongy by levying taxes on this preperty, The
lown had ¢e have a Constable, theee was no Police lepartment in 1800, The
Constable posted a nitice of all the *own feetings, he was the dog catcher and
sometimes the Iruant officer. There was a Highway Department to build and repair

croads. All Town business was carried on in lown Meetings., lhe €olonists knew
how very important it was for every one to take part in Town Meetings, Nayone
who stayed away, unless he was sick, was fined. He was fined also if he was
late., The old netices told when and where the Town Meeting was te be held, In
these days only men took part in running the ITwen, It was only the men who
cold vete, 1t was not until 1920 that women could hold or take part in Town
Meetings, The first lown Meeting were held in the homes but the houses were
samll and the mensaw that they must build a Town House, At the mext Town Meet=
ing it was voted to build a Town House en Hathaway Read., The old records tell
us just how big it was to be, how many windows it was to have and even hew high
the wall were to be, Net every one liked having the Town louse on Hathaway Rd,
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It was a leng way from Sconticut “eek and Acushnet and they were both a part
of lartmouth at this time., It was @ long way from North Westport and Acoaxet
and they both were in Dartmouth too. ILven after the Town House was built

some of the people still argued about it an@ finally one night some of them
carried it away, Not records tell us where they took it but they deo tell us
that in the next Town Meeting it was voted te ask those persons whe carried
away the lown House te bring it back and put it back en its foundatien in

the same cendition &% was when they carried it away, This they did, In 1751
it was moved to a new pesition on the north side of Russell's Mills Road

aboit a half a mile te the West of our present Town Hall., In 1787 when New
Bedford and Westport decided to break away from Partmouth and become a town
and a city in their own right, they each built their own Town Houses but they
de not concern us, As the Townbecame bigger so the lown Meetings became larger
and soon this lown Heuse was too small, Then the Town bult anether Town House
still on the Russell's Mills road but near the corner of *im Street. This is
now called the @1d lown Hall te distinguish it frem the new brick office builde
ing which was built around the 1920s, The O1d Town Hall is used to-day not only
for Town Meetings but for elections, dances, suppers and for meeting of all
kinds, Have you ever been to a Town Meeting. It is only in New England #&hat we
find Town Meetings are still held, They are the real Vemocratic way of gove
erning, It is in the Town Meeting which all the Townspeople attend that Town
Business is discussed and voted on. After a Town Meeting the Selectmen see
that all the lown Departments carry out the wishes of the Towns people, What
is the lown's Lusiness you may ask? Anththing that has to do with the Town

is Town's business such as, Shall the Town build a new Schoel, how much shall
they spend on it; shall the Town build a new Road; shall it be a cement or a
tarred road? Shall the Town buy a Town Farm where its old people can go and
live if they wish toe7 Shall the lown have a Police Force? All these things
have come up at Town Meetings in the past and have been voted on, How many
Pepartments do you think your Town has to-day, It is ever so much bigper than
it was in 1856, At that time there was around 3000 people, to-day there are
nearly 12,000, With so many more people and so many more roads and schools

we need many more Departments to help rum the iown and to-day we have a Water
Department; a Health Department and several more which are not named,

To%day lewn Meetings are not carried on exactly as they were a 100 YEars ago
To-day with se many people living in Dartmouth there isn't any place which
would be pig enough if every one came and if everyone came and discussed each
bit of Town business it would take a whole year te decide what to do. As a
Town Meeting is generally held only once a year unless someghing special
comes up, this would be an impossible situation, What do you think the Town
decided to do, They devided the Town in te four parts er Precincts as they
are called, Rach Precincts have about the same number of people living in
5h3m, "%h343 them, lhere are 21 members elected from each precinct who serve
as Town Meeging members. OSeven members are elected every year and each member
serves for three years, These Town Meeting members represent the people in
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their Precinct andthey try te vote as they think that the neople in their
Precinet whould wish them teoe, T!e Heads of each VYepartment are Town Meet-
ing Members too, 411 lown Meeting Members have one VOYE on each peice of
Town Business, Anyone in the Town can go te Town Meetinmg but only the Town
Meeting Members can Vote., If we should draw a chart of how this all werks
it would look like this:
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Churches

Dartmouth was settled mainly by the PFriends, often called Quakers, and the
Baptists, These two religious groups had come to “merica to worship as they
wished, They found that the Puritans were just as strict about hew people
who lived in their communities worship as the people had been back in Eng-
land, The Priends had been very badly treated by the Coleonists, Some had
been whipped, some were put in jail; some were driven ent of the towns;

some were sent back to fngland. In Dartmouth they found the freedom they
were seeking, Here they could build their churches and worship God as they
wished, One of the first things that the new setldrs build after their
heuses was a church, They felt that going te church every Sunday to worship
God and t e thank him fer all the blessings they had received was very im=
portant, A great many churches were built between 1892 and 1920 for the
pecple live far apart and there were no automobiles te whisk them 10 miles

to their church on Sunday, lhe first church built was the Apponagansett
Meeting House in 1692, It is still there to=day but enly used ence a year,
If we look on the old maps we wil find that there was a Russell®s Mills

a paptist Church and later a Christian Church, Neither is epen te-day.

The Priends bult churches at Allen's Neck, At Smith®s Neck, on Hickville Read
At Smith's Mills and in Bliss Corner. lhe ones at Smith's Mills, Allen's
Neck and Smith's Neck have Servies every Sunday, There was € Christian Church
at Smith's Mill which is still used to=day but the eme which was built en

the Bakerville has Leen clesed for many years. At Bliss Corner there was

& Baptist Church. The Baptists alse bult Churches in Hicksville, In Padanaram
the “ongeegationalist built a levely white church with a steeple, They built
a parsonage for the minister too, This church was burned dewn several years
later but was rebulkt., It still holds services te-day. And alse in Padanaram
there is a pretty little brick Cathelic church, There is a large brick
Cathelic church in North Partmouth near Westport factory, It is called

St, Georges. And in South Dartmouth there is a lovely little ivy covered
chapel called St, Adrian's, On the Tucker Road is the Cathelic Noviate.

Here young Catholic men are trained te be missionaries, There are twe shrines
here, The one of the Virgin Mary is very levely against a blue background,
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EXIRAS

In the old days in Dartmouth every man had a gun, He carried it with him
where ever he went, This was because he needed it to shoet wild turkeys,
rabbits or deer for foord; alse there were wild cats and walves and foxes in
the woeds, In some old receords we can fi“mn where the lown Meeting to pay and
Indian 6 shillings as a bounty on 2 wolf that he had killed, lo-day many beys
and men still have suns and like te shoot them, ‘he only wild gave left to-day
is water fowl or woodchunks, a most destuctive garden pest. The picture of the
of fosite page shows the author's son with his 'pag® for one evening.

In 1946, the Yartmouth High Scheol Alumni Association voted to sponser a
project te be known as the Partmouth Living Memeorial to the Dartmouth *esy
whe died in “orld “ar 11, It was to be a Community Affair and the whele ‘own
supported ft, This Liaving Memreial was te be a big recrational fiedld next te
the High Scheol, It was te have concrete bleachers with well equipped dressing
rooms beneath for the use of the various athletic leams of the schoels and
Town, Bvery organization in the Town can use this field at any time, The money
te pay fer this Memorial was nearly all raised by voluntary contributiens,

Dar tmouth has many different organizations within the lown, Nearly every
scheol has a Parent leachers erganizatien. lhey have raised a great deal of
money to buy visual aid equppment, athletic equipment, beoks and pictures for
the different schoels, “ome of the Yrganizations have held dances for the
younger set, “ome eof the other emganizations of The Town are: The Girl and oy
Scout LGreups; the Hely Gheoats Secieties; the Veterans Clubs; the Woman's
Auziliary; the Alumni Asseciation; the 4<M Clubs and the League of Women
Veters. There 2 re many mere, Perhaps you can all seme $o0 this list.

Partmeuth has published its own weekly newspaper for a number of years, lo
keep up with exclusive town news one sheuld read this paper every weell,

Like all New England Dartmeuth has a great many stenes., lhe people used
them for steen walls, stone buildings and chimneys, Did yeu ever step and leok
at a stone wall? It is an art te build ene which will be straight and firm
and net fall dewn, There are many different kinks-seme are made of field
stones fitted together carefully; some are made of dressed stones, these are
stones which are chiseled with flat sides so that they will fit te-gether
eagily; sone walls are made of stones cemented tesether; some walls have flat
tops; some have pofnte=* mnes. # real good stone wall builder can make a pretty
fancy sonte wall,

Dartmeuth has ever se many different kinds of houses. Some are big and
sauare, they were usually built in the 1800s when families were big. Some are
the Rhode lsland type which were generally built in the 1700s, They were
usually enly a story and a half high and had a kitchen all, lo-day we find
eld houses and medern heuse Luilt side by side, Seme houses are big, some
are little, some are of weod some are macde of brick, Hew many different
kinds eof houses can yoeu find? De yeu recognize any of these in the pictures,

Dartmouth has a big recreational park called Linceln Fark, Have you ever been
there? Can you guess how many things there are te de there such as riding en the
merry-go-round, the ferris wheel, or the reller skating kink.Can you name mere?

One can see how very very different is the town of Dartmouth te-day with its
drug stores, its country clubs, its gelf links; its outdeer theatre and its
Lincoln Park; it s moedern scheols and its up-te-date eating places; its many re-

creational summer spots and its Yacht Club; its modern lighting and its medern
roads from the Dartmouth of a hundred years age, Yet Dartmouth possesses a
quaint charm all its own and is one of the beauty spots of New Fngland,
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Murder At Looseberry Neck

June 1 =« It is always good to get back to Horseneck beach again after
the long winter in t he city., Llhe peaceful life that it offers is
doubly welcome to me this year, for my physician has prescribed a long
period == two or three months =-- of rest and relaxation following my
recent lengthy and debilitating illness, I am staying as I have so
many times before, at Burden Head's boarding house on the East Beach,
His establishment is by no megns elaborate, but the rooms are clean

and comfortable, and the food is good and plentiful -- a bit too plen-
tiful, perhaps, for a person of my moderate appetite, As I passed by
the kitchen on my way to the dining room this evening, I notice that
Head has acquired a new housekeeper, She looks as though she were very
capable and efficient,

June 2 - A beautiful day today and I lost no time in getting out and
renewing my acquaintance -- or more precidely, my od friendship ==
with Horseneck Beach, This is, Il believe, one of the loveliest stands
on the entire Massachusetts coast, West from Gooseberry Neck, near
where I am staying, it runs in a gently sweeping curve for nearly five
miles until it comes to an end at the narrow opening into Westport ‘ar-
bor., Behind its wide expanse of fine white sand is a range of lofty
dunes, bare where the wind scours them, covered with coarse grass,
beach-plum bushes and stunted trees on the lee side. If you climb to
the crest of this sandy barrier, you see below you the half-mile ro so
of woodland that is the Horseneck and beyond, the marshes and sparkling
blue waters of the Westport River, narrowed here by the tongue of land
on which is situated the pleasant village of Westport Point, The East
Beach, on which Head's, Gifford®s and the fother boarding houses are,

not as long nor as attractive., Here the sand is coarser and darker,
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and numerous large rocks jut up from the beach itself and f rom the
water just off-shore. Walking the length of both beaches today was a
pleasurable, but very tiring experience for me, and 1 was only too
glad to get back to my room and into bed at an early hour to=night,
June 4 - The new housekpper's name is Sarah Sherman, but everyone
calls her "Dolly", a nickname, I think, that is well suited to her,
it appears that she came to Head's early this year seeking employment,
was hired on the spot, and has given complete satisfaction ever since,
She is a pleasant person; not overly intelligent, I fear, but with a
happy personality, a most affectionate nature and a genuine desire to
please, Her cooking is excellent, and I am sure that no one who has
stayed at Head's in previous years regrets that she has taken Mrs,
Head's place in the kitchen, Incidentally, 1 have tried to discover
why our landlord®s wife is no longer in evidence, Head himself did
not appear anxious to vouchsafe any information, but 1 jearned from
one of the other boarders that she had divorced him last winter. "She
cast off her Burden at last,” was the factious comment of my inform-
ant, At any rake, no one seems to miss her -- least of all Burden
Head himself,

June 7 « lhe tide was right today, so I ventured to cross the narrow
rocky causeway that leads to Gooseberry Neck, This is a barren and
desolate tongue of land projecting into the ocen near the mouth of
Buzzards Bay, and making the dividiing point between the East and West
Beaches, It is about a mle lohg and no more than three-quarters of

a mile wide at any point, and 1 suppose it would be considered an
island same for the causeway which connects it somewhat tenuously to

the mainland, The shores of the Neck are rugged indeed, with no beach
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whatsoever, only a widd spillage of rocks of all shapes and sizes,
some nearly as large as a house, Off the southern tip, from which
on a clear day you can see the headlands of Cuttyhunk and the scar=
let hull of the len and Chickens Light-ship, is a stretch of shoal
wat8r covering a long ledge of barmacle=encrusted rocks., The local
fishermen say that these barnacles are sharp enough to cut the rope
of any insufficiently-weighted lobster-pot that may be washed or
flown across them, Inland, Gosseberry Neck has litéle scenic attrac-
tiveness; it is bare and uninviting with little vegetation save marsh
grass and bhe bushes which give the pldace its name, 1 had no inclin-
ation to tarry there for long, and I hurried to make my way back to
the mainland before the rising tide could cover the causeway and
leave me trapped overnight on the island,

June 10 - It is now more than w week since I arrived at Head®s and I
regret to confless that my daily walks and explorations have left me
but little time to become better acquainted with my fellow=boarders.
Of course, in an establishment such as this, people come andare

gone long before one progresses beyond the perfunctory "good mornings"
and "good evenings" as paths cross in the dining room or on the spac=
ious piazza, There is, however, one old gentleman who has apparently
decided to settle donw here for an indefinite period and he and I have
struck up a fairly close acquaintancesheip, His name, Tillinghast
l‘*irby,, well suits his distinguised appearance, and both his physical
vigor and mental alertness belie his 87 years, For most of his life
hé operated a successful business in New Beford, making spars for
whaling vessels and bater, following the decline of the whaling in-
dustry, for smaller commercial sailboats and pleasure craft, His wife
had died shortly after his retirement from active business, and he

told me that he now intended to spdnd as much time as possible at
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Horseneck Beach, in pursuit of his two favorite diversions, hunting
and fishing, Mr. Kirby is a most affable and kindly old genteman;
every one here at the beach is very fond of hiw, and among the fish-
erman, he is known affectionately as "Uncle John." Although I have
but little interest in fishing -- or for that matter, dn any other
outdoor sport -- Mrs. Kirby and I pet on very well, and we have en joyed
a number of interesting conversations in the evenin 8 an'd on those days
when the weather prevented him from putting out to the fishing grounds
in his little white sharpie,

June 11 - Yesterday I wrote of my growing friendship with b, Kirby
and of the high esteem in which I hold him, UnHappily I am unable

to speak so warmly of another man who also seems to be a "regular"

at llead®s boarding house, Angles Snell has, I hear , been living here
since March, but no one is quite sure whether his status is that of

@ paying boarder or a poid enployee. He is always busy, fishing, clame=
ming, doing odd jobs around the place, helping out with the household
chores, but again it is never quite clear whether his labors are on
his own behalf or on that of Burden Head, Smell is a man, 1 should
Judge, in his late 50's, a cocky little fellow just under five-and-gz-
half feet tall, with a dark complexion and a pair of sharp and rest=
less little black eyes., With his quick movements, his darting glances
and his pugnacious nature, he reminds me of an English sparrow, busily
pecking away for whatever morsel of value he can find, His manner is
not pleasant, but still not downright impolite, and because of

his restlessness, it is diffiult to carry on any extended conversation
with him, The other boarders make no secret of their dislike and dis-
trust of him, and T must confess that I am inclined to share their
feelings, None of this appears to bother Snell in the least; he conw

tinues to act as though he were a regular member of the household, al=
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though I have the distinct feeling &bat Durden Head would be greatly
relieved if he were to pack up and leave, The only person in the house
who shows any real feeling for Snell is Dolly Serman, and * have ob-
served a number of rather affectionate passages between them when they
thought that no one was looking,

June 15 -« No fisherman myself, I find it somewhat difficult t& fully ap=-
reciate old Mr, Kirby's unflagging enthusiasm for this sport, Scarcely

a day passes that, weather permitting, he does not launch his little

boat and row off along the eastern s hore of Gooseberry Neck, His fish-
ing expeditions start shortly after breakfast and he rarely returns une
til just in time for the evengny meal, I asked him the other day if he
did not think it rather hazardous for a man his age to go so far offshore
alone in an open boat, !le just laughted and said he'd been doing it all
his life and he certainly had no intention fo letting the burden of a few
additional years put an end to it, Then, more seriously, he told me that
his health was really remarkably good, save for a few infrequent spells
of dizziness, and a bilateral hernia, for which he wore a truss he had
fashioned hinself, Despite all these assurances, 1 frequently worry
about the old gentleman, especially since after he has rowed his little
boat around the southern end of the Neck, he is hidden from view and we
at the house are unable to see him,

June 18 -~ My suspicions about the unfriendliness between Burden Head and
Snell were at least partially confipmed today ., I happened to enter the
kitchen yesterday afternoon just in time to overhear a vigorous argument
between the two men, Head was demanding that Snell begin paying something
toward his board and keep, which the other refused to do, stating that
all the jobs he did around the place, all the clams and fish he caught
and cotributed, surely should count for something, That, Head countered,

was, 11 very well, but a little cold cash right now would be more to the
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point, and unless it was forthcoming very soon, Snell might find hime
self forcibly evicted from the house, I did not hear the upshot of th
quarrell but I notice that Snell is still here today, a bit more sub=
dued in manner, but still performing hs chores as though nothing had
happened,
June 25 - John Gifford, who runs a boarding house nearby, and I had a
long talk this morning, and I was disturbed to learn how strongly he
feels about Angles Snell, Accodding to him, the dark little man is a
thoroughly disreputable character, and his continued presence at llead's
will lean to nothing but trouble, @ifford told me that Snell had
showed up at Head's door last winter shortly after Dolly Serman had
been taken on as housekeeper. He had no money, but he was able to
persuade Head to take him in until he could find employment on one of
the local fishing boats, A week or so later, a whole wagon-load of
Snell's personal possessions arrived, and Heed was further persuaded
to store them in his attic until their owner could find work, From
that day to this, Gifford was positive, Snell had never apid a penny
for his board, thought he seemed always to have money in his pocket
and was willing to spend it on liquor and other personal indulgences,
I described the quarrel I had overheard, and Gifford shook his head
gloomily, vowing that the sooner Head go rid of that crafty little
devil, the better it would be for Head himself -- and for adl the other
Horsenekk Deach folks as well,
July 20 = The beautiful days of summer pass so quickly that it barely
seems possible 1 have been here for nearly two months, Very little
has happened at Horseneck -- which is the chief reason I like to
stay here, Dolly Bherman®s cooking gets better every day, and her

cheerful disposition never seems to get ruffled, no matter how much
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the comings 2nd goings of the boarders may disrupt her schedule, Head
himself is friendly enough with alad of us =~ in his own reserved
fashion == but towards Sneil, his attitude is one of thinly~disguised
hostility. This does not seem to bother Snell one whip; he continues
on in his sparrow-like perky way, his darting little black eyes never
seeming to miss one thing that is goin g on. My friendship with old
Mr. Kirby grows stronger Adaily, although it did suffer a temporary
sct-back one day recently, when 1 allowed myself to be persuaded to
go fishing with him, It turned out to be rather choppy, and I became
sea-sick as soon as we 16ft the beach, but despite my obvious misery,
Mr, Rirby refused to turn back until the bail was all gone, He will
never know how close I came to throwing most of it over the dide when
his back was turned,
August 2 - It was never my intention to devote so much of this jour-
nal to Angles Snell, but like King Charles® head, he keeps turning up
in it frequently, whether I will it or no. The most regent addition
to my dossier on him comes from Albert C, Kirby, an energetic and cap-
able young DNeputy Sheriff who has lately been spending considerable
time here at the beach, Kirby, who is only distantly related to my
eldecly fisherman friend, is convinced that Snell is actively engaged
in selling illegal liquor and that he is using Head's premises as a
base for his operations. He told me that, for most of his life, Snell
has been in trouble with the law and that the police in wany towns
around here know him as a "bad man, a shrewd thricky fello." When
questioned, he gives his occupation as "fisherman," although he also
claims to hédd a steamboat pilot's license, In actural fact, however,
he has always been available for whatever employment might present it-

swlf, legitimate or otherwise, His reoord shows that following some
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years of activity in the so=called "policy" business in Boston, he
returned to this area where he became involved in the procurement and
sale of illegal liquor, In recent years, he has been arrested several
times for theft, petty larceny, assault, and on at least two occasions,
on suspicion of barn-burning in retaliation for supposed prievances,
Kirby says that Spwll's reputation for vengeance by arson is so widely-
known that one man he trisd to question refused to say anything against
him, stating “that he had a barn and didn't care to furnish it for any
illumination this season,"

Although Sneil is known to have been marfied at least twice,
companion for the past fisteen years has been -- again 1 was rith} ==
none other than Dolly Sherman. Late last year, Kirby learned, Snell
and Polly were living in Swansea on a farm which he supposedly took
"on shares," is councept of "sharing” includéd stealing the other
man's potatoes, eggs and chickens and even worse, he was suspected of
ngoing into the pastures and nilking other men's cows." By the end of
the year, Snell had apparently decided that the time had come for him
to move om and find a location where be could re-establish his ligoor
business. He must have determined somehow that Burden Head's house at
Hovseneck was suited to his requirements, and sending DPolly Sherman
there to seek employment was the first step in carrying out his plans.

Sheriff Kirby, after first extracting my promise of completed se-
crecy, then went on to unfold what appears to me an icredible story.
Barly this spring, Snell is reported to have met with one Uriah G.
Yjerce in Fall River and to have porposed to him that they murder Bur-
den Head {or his money ancd to obtain the use of his house. Pierce
alleges that Spell said to hm "I want you to come down to Horseneck

and board a week with Durden Head, You need money, so do I, and Bur=
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den Head has from sixteen hundred to two thousand dollars., And we will
take him out in a boat fishing, and 1 will knock him on the head, tie

a rope around his neck, and a stone to the other end, and throw him over-
board, and he will never come up, and T will be proprietor down there
then, and you can come down and stay any time you like after that,"”

Te his credit, Pierce refused to take part in such a hare-brained
scheme, but he did not go at once to the police with his story. In fact,
the authorities in Ball River had only just now learned of Snell's abort-
ive plot, and this was the reason that Kirby had besen sent to Horsee
neck -- to investigate Snell's activities and to keep and eye on his move-

ments, 1 have no reason to doubt the Sheriff's gbvory, but nevertehless,
I find it hard to believe that Angles Snell, unsavory as he may be, is
sufficiently evil to plot cold-blooded murder, Just the same, 1 almost
wish that Sheriff Kirby had not confided in me, for 1 know now that I shall
never be completely at ease as long as Snell is a resident in this house,
August 3 = How fortuitously things sometimes work outl! Just as I am
endeavoring to make the difficult ad justment to living under the same
roof with a potential murderer, urgent personal business calls me back

to New Bed6ord, 1t will be at least two weeks before I can return and
perhaps by then, my mind will be in less of a turmoil,
Avgust 20 - My hopes for finding tranquillity on my return to Burden
Head's were rudely dashed today when 1 came back here and found the
whole household in a furore over the loss of Dolly Shermand®s savings --
some $40.00 - apparently stolen from iis hiding place between the mat-
tresses of her bed, She has accused Angles Snell of taking it, and he
has very doolly admitted the theft, stating as his justification that

Head has not paid him anything for his services this summer, and so the
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money is just 95 much his as it is Polly Sherman®s, Strangely enough,
several people here think it entirely proper for him to take Dolly*s
money, but wost of us are deeply disturbed and some have even threat-
ened to leave the house unless Hepd takes some action against Sneil,
August 22 . No further developments . Polly still laments the loss of
her savings, Sneil still stubbornly refuses to return it, and Head rea
maing strangely reluctant te get rid of his thoroughly unpopular boarder,
The rest of us no longer Feel free to leave our money on bureaus or
dressing tables as we have done in the Past -~ now we lock it up or
carry it on our persons, 7o me, knowing what 1 do, the episode 5igni=
fies a shift in t he alignmment of forces in Head's house wa Dolly is
turning away from her former love and ig transferring her Loyalty me
and quite possibly her affections w. to Burden Head,

Septenber 1 - Although it was an excellent fishing day today, odd Mr.,
Kirby reluctantly gave up his favorite sport anc Journeyed to New Bede
ford., This was his custom, he told mey 0 go to his bank on the first

of each month and withdraw enough money to pay his board and defray

his modest personal expenses, He was back at tha house in tiem for Supper
and, like the rest of us, retired early,

September 2 - While taking my customary afternoon stroll along the beacih,

I encountered my friend Deputy Sheriff Kirby and 1 told him of the re-
cent events at our boarding house, He made but litile comment 0il Lhe
robbery itself, but he stated that the whole episode only strengthened
his belief that Snell was turning against every one, even his old ass=
ociates, and that his general attitude was becoming more and uore hostile,
He said he had received reperts that Snell was now resentful of old M, X
Kirby's presence in the house and was making threats against him, even

going so flar as to say "that damned oRa bugger ought to be cut of' the way,™
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September 7 - Today is Labor Day, normally a quiet holiday at the
beach, because most of the summer folks have packed up and gone back
to the cities, Unhappily, this year it was marked by bitterness and
violence at Head's, I was not present when the trouble began, but from
all I can gather, Head had finally made a determined effort to get
Angles Snell out of the.house. Snell replied that he would leave only
if he could take Dolly Sherman with him; a condition which Head flatly
refected, and Dolly herself declared that she had every intention of
remaining right where she was, The angry words which followed soon
led to physical violence, and in the brief scuffle which ensued, Head
gave Snell two black eyes and a bloody nowe., Old Mr, Kirby and I came
on the scene just in time and we succeeded in separating the two come
batants before any more serious damage could be done, 1 shall never
forget how vicious Snell looked as he stood there, wihh a bloody hand-
kerchief at his nose, muttering threats of vengeance and glaring mal-
evolently at all of us with his vicked kittle eyes, Old Mr, Kirby
strode over to him, and shaking an angry finger under his nose, swore
that if he made any more trouble around here, he (Mr, Kirby) would go
to the police at once and have him locked up for good, The old man
looked positively Jovian as, he eyes flashing and his white beard
quivering with emotion, he hurled his denunciations at the cowering
Snell, While all this was going on, poor Dolly Sherman had gone into
a violent fit of hysterica and it was more than ah hour before we could
quiet her and persuade her to seek relaxation in sleep, Needless to
point out, those few of us who sat down to supper at Burden Head's that
evening had little to say to ome another and the occasion was one of a

strained and uneasy silence,
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September 8 = Head and Snell are still not speaking to each other today,
but Mr, Kirby has made a few friendly overtures towards the little
man, and Dolly has even offered to wash his bloody shirt for him, For
my part, I earmestly wish I were back in the city, for the events of
the past few days have been nearly too much for me,
September 9 - A day as beautifdl as this one invariably brightens omne's
spirits and I believe that all of us felt better as we left the break-
fast table and took up the day's occupations, blr, Kirby -- to no one's
surprise =- announced that he was going fishing and would probably not
be back until near supper time, Snell said that as soon as the tide
got down a bit more, he intended to go clamming in the flat-grounds off
Gooseberry Neck., Head had already left for PFall River, where he planned
to attend a "muster.,"” My own program called for nothing more strenuous
than a strodl along the beach, and 1 walked down there with Mr, Kirby
and watched him put his white sharpie in the water, When I returned to
the house, an hour or so later, he was still in slight, anchored some
distance off the east shore of the Neck, but even as I watched, he pulled
up his anchor and rowed off toe the southward, becoming lost to view as he
rounded the far end of that rocky promontory, Snwll came back to the
house late this afterncom with a bucket of clams, which he duly turn-
ed over to Dolly Sherman, 7Then he changed his pants and came to sit on
the piazza with me, awiting the call to supper, !le seemed unusually
affable and in a talkative mood, most unlike his recent period of sul=-
lenness; indeed, had it not been for his still discolored eyes,
one would not have suspected that he had been involved in so much viol=
ence only two days before. As we went in to supper, I expressed y con-
cern about Mr, Kirby, pointing out that he usually returned from fish-

ing in time for the evening meal. To this, Snell replied that he had
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tossed the old gentleman a number of clams as he passes by the flats
early that afterncon, and with that additional bait to use, he
was bound to stay out later than usual, As the evening wore one, my
worries about Mr, Kirby®s safety increased, hut Snell remained unwill-
ing to take any action and, with Head out of the house, there was no
one else to whom I could appeal, Shortly after 10:00 o'clock as I was
reluctantly preparing to retire, Head returned and, before I could say
a word, Snell, professing a newly-found anxiety, told him that "r. Kirby
had not come back, and proposed that they should go out at once and
look for him, By this time of course it was pitch-dark, and Head pro=
fanely demanded of Snell how in Hell he expected to locate a small
boat in the open ocean at this time of night; and besides, if he was
80 G=w= D----d worried, why hadn't he gone to John Gifford's and got
some mane to help him look while it was still daylight? Snell made some
weak excuse and Head clumped off upstairs to bed, growling that now we
would have to wait until morning before doing anything about the miss=
ing man, I too went to bed, but my worries and fears -= and, yes, mf
suspicions == did not permit sleep to come easily.
September 10 - My near-sleepless night brought me down to breakfast
and hour somewhat later tham usual, so I was one of the last in the
household to hear the tragic news., As soon as it was light this morn-
ing Snell and Gideon Butts had rowed out and found Mr, Kirby's white
sharpie anchored near the "Shark's Hole" one of the old man's favorite
fishing grounds of f the west side of Gooseberry Neck, Everything in
the boat, they reported, was shipshape, the lines pulled in and care-
fully stowed away, but of Mr, Kirby there was no trace whatsoever,
‘They pulled up the anchor and towed the boat to shore, where they were
met by an irate John Gifford, who soundly berated them for not leaving

the boat where it was. Anchored there, he shouted, it made a perfect
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marker buoy; now, with you damned fools towing it in, how can any one
know where to look for Kirby's body? With every ore else so fully
occupied, it fell to my Jot to telephone the offd man's son Edward
in New Bedford and tell him that his father was missing, and we feared,
drowned, Young Kirby made arrangements to come to Horseneck at once
and he arrived here early this afternoon, Even beofore his arrival,
the people here were saying openly that they believed the old man had
been the victim of foul play, but his son quickly rejected this theory.
In a statement to the press, he declared: "It is my conviction that
my father fell overboard while in a dizzy spell, and the only thing
that looks bad in this sad affair is the delay which ensure before
any one went out to the boat." Then, to the surprise and dis may of
all, Edward Kirby proceeded to hire Angles Snell to conduct the search
for his father's body. When news of this action spread, I heard more
than one firserman muttering about the folly of hiring the fox to
round up the chickens that had escaped,

September 11 = This has been a busy day indeed all up and down the
whole length of Horseneck Beach, Although Snell has been put in charge
of the official search for the body, it seems that every one who owns

a boat and a grappling-iron is out there dragging for it, There is a
general agreement now that old ¥r, Kirby is dead; the only question is,
was it an accident or cold-blooded murder? I regret I must report that
all the fishermem $e-beare convincdd that the old man was killed and that
Snell is without doubt the murderer., Already the stories against him
are beginning to be told; some people declase they saw his green shar=-
pie on the west side of the Neck that afternoon -- a statement which
Snell vehemently denies., Another man claims that he saw Snell's boat

near the "Shark 'lole" about 3;00 P.M, and that the man in it appeared
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to be going through the motions of heaving a lobster-pot overboard —e
the same motions, it is quickly peinted out, that a man would go through
in disposing of a dead or an unconscious body, We at the house have
examined Mr, Kirby's personal belongings and it appears that he carried
with im on his last fishing trip t he residue - we figure #t must
have been less tham $100, -- of the meney he had drawn from the bank
earlier this month, A question that perplexes all of us -= is the
acquisition of such a small sum sufficient motive for murder?
September 13 - Dragging operations off the beach continue, but without
success. However, the feeling that Snell is reponsible for the old
man's death continues to intensify, Today it is reported that he left
the little flotilla of boats searching for the body and rowed off some
half-a-mile away to a spot where he spent considerable time leaning over
the side of his boat, peering intently into the depths, I fell into
casual conversation with one of the searchers this afternoon and he
told me emphatically that he would give a month's pay "just to sit on
the jury that sent Snell to the gallows," Peputy Seriff Kirby is back
again and, I believe, has so fully made up his mind that he waits only
the finding of the body to arrest Snell for mur der,
Septmeber 14 -~ Another day has passed and still no developments, The
Number of boats engaged in dragging operations has diminished consid-
erably, and the general opinion seems to be that the body will never
be found, Feeding against Snell continues to run high, but he himsaif
appears to be completely unaware of it, MHe is queted by the press as
saying, somewhat sanctimoniously, that a man of Mg, Eirby's age and
infirmities should never have gone out alone lkke that in a small boat

and that it wss undoubkedly one of his dizzy spells that contributed
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to his death, Snell has also Stated that when he threw the clams to
the old gentleman that aftcrnoon, he was probably the last person to
see him alive == a remark that in the context of public feeling around
here, is in judicious, to say the least, Fven so, noese pne seems wille
ing to @ome right out and accuse 5nell to his face -- a reluctance that
is fostered, no doubt, by the fact that while there are few barns to
burn at Horseneck, boats can still be stove in or lobster-pot buoys cut
adrift. What deeply distresses me in this while unpleasant business
is the unreasoning unanimity of belief in Snell's EUilt wa there is
simply no doubt in any one's mind, no other possible suspect, no accept-
ance of the likelihood of accident -- the man is guilty and that is all
there is to it, Such bitter feeling against Jjust one man is repugnant
to me, even though 1 often [ind myself forced to share in the general
conviction of his guilt,
September 15 - Nothing new today, except that Snell has asked to be
relieved of his job for a couple of days to that he can go to Prova
idence to attend to some personal business,
Septmmber 16 - Just when cvery one scemed to be losing interest in the
case, a new development has occurred, This morning, on the west side
of Gooseberry Neck, a pair of heavy rubler boots were found, which were
immediately identified as belonging to the missing man, At first, the
few proponents of the accidental-death-by-falljng-overboard theory
hailed this discovery as supporting their belief, but the docal fisher-
men soon dashed their hopes by stating unequivocally that bootls as
heavy as bhese woulcd sink at once, would never wash ashore; and besides
was it likely that a man 87 years old could kick off his boots while
seimming for his life? FPor my own part, ! must admit that $hat= I am

intrigued by the f,ct that the boots were found neatly arranged side



=T 1
by side, almost as though they were placed there waiting for some sea-
borne porter to come and clean them., As I go to bed topight, I hear
the spatter of rain and the sound of rising wind, It looks as though
to-morrow will be stormy,
September 17 - My prediction about the weathar was correct -- when T
swoke this mornign a heavy storm was raging and it has inrcreased in
violence all through the day, Snell apneared at hreakfast this morn-
ing, somewhat the worse for wear, Apparently his business in Providence
had been conducted mainly inthe saloons of that city, for his eyes
were bloodshot, his hands shaking and his temper post foul., Hwad's
attitude toward him was more unfriendly than L have ever seen it, and
I was not really greatly surprised this afternoon when a sheriff are
rived from Fall River and, despite the raging storm, of(icially evicted
Snell from the house, bag and baggage. Much as 1 and the rest of our
household may have disliked the little man, we could not help but feel
some pity for him as he gathered up his meazre belongings and stepped
of f the piazza into the pouring rain, Later T heard that he had turned
up at John Gifford®s, asking to be boarded there, ‘e was to all appear=
ances partly Adrunk and when Gifford refused to take him in, saying his
house was full, Snell openad his wallet and displayed a sizeable roo
of bills. When even this incducement faziled to have any effect, he
turned away muttering, and stunbled off into the storm, We learned
later that he somehow made his way that night to the Head of Westport,
about ten miles distant, where he found refuge with his brother Frank,
September 17 - The storm continued to rage all last night, but early
this morning its strength began to wane and by the time ! came down
to breakfast, the sun was breaking through the clouds, Off=shore,

however, the waves were still running high and the beaches were lite
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tered with odds and ends of jetsam cast up by the rugped seas of the
past two days, No one at Head's appears to be much distressed by Snellts
absence, least of all Polly Sherman, and our landlord is in a pleasanter
humor and more relaxed than T have seen him for some time,
Later: The most extraordinary event has taken place and I am still so
distranght by it that 1 carnot sleep -~ perhaps setting it all Aown in
this jonrnal will heip to quiet my mind, About 3:00 o'clock this
afternoon two sailors from a mackerel-fishing boat anchored off the
beach were walking along the east shore of Gooseberry Neck in the hape
of finding something of valve that might have been cast up by the sea,
Suddenly to #heir horror, they came upon a body wedged between two
rocks just above the high-water mark., it had obviously been in the
sea for some time, and the fish and crabs had eaten away most of the
face and hair, Une of the sailors volunteered to stay with the body,
protecting it with a barrage of rocks from the rats that threatened to
complete what the fish hhd begun, while hie companion went back to the
beach for help, Luckily, Sheriff Kirby was st John Gifford®s when the
breathless and shaken sailor pounded on the door, anrd together they
raced back across the 6auseway to the spot where the body lay, Bifford
and the sheriff had ne hesitancy in identifying it as that of old Mr,
Kirby, first by what remained of the clothing, and later by the home-
made truss. They alse note that there was a ragged dent in the skull,
apparently made by some heavy instrument like club, and that around
the neck was a lightly-tied rope, the other end of which was in a noosg,
such as might be used to hald a heavy anchorage weight, All of these
details have come to me late this evening from t hose who have pplashed
their way across the now-submerged causeway to view the remaing, The
latest word they bring is that the body cannot be brought back to the

mainland until the tide has fallen, which will be some time around midnight,
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September 19 - 5o wuch has taken place since yesterday eveuing when
I last wrote in this journal thet I feel T must depart from my usval
custom and begin to write it up early in the afternoon, Naturally

1 could not have been an eyewitness of all the everts which have occurred

'
but I have talted with those who were present and T believe T can give
& pretty accurate account of what happered at Horseneck Emach late last
night and this morning., It was nearly midnight before the local fish-
ermen were able to load poor “r, Kirby's remains into a wagon and bring
them back to the mainland, Johu Gifford volunteered the nse of a shed
on his property and into this building the wagon with its grisly bur-
den was driven. A Dr, Dedrick, who is a boarder at Gifford*s, was
gotten out of bed to look at the body and, after making a cursery exame
ination, he expressed his opinion that murder had indeed been done,
Others who went through the dead man's clothing declared that Mr. Kirby's
watch was missing, as were his boots, his coat and the two wallete in
which he was known to carry hie money, Burden Heed has stated POSi=-
tively that the rope and anchor warp around the hody's nmeck are his --
how these fishermen can Aistinguish ore bit of rone from another will
always be a mystery to me! -- and that they had once been attached to
@ chunk of pig-ivon which he used for an anchor, He then went on to
declare that this wmake-shift anchor has been missing from his boat for
a couple of weeks, and at once saveral other men spoke up, saying that
they had seen it in Snell's boat just before the tragedy., Finally,
at Dy, ﬁedrick's ingistence, the body, still laying in the wagon=bed,
was locked up in the shed, and Ceorge Fish was given a gun and posted
at the door to ensure that no one would tamper with it throughout the
remainder of the night,

Meanwhile my friend, Deputy Sheriff Kirby, was experiencing mingled
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emotions of elation and frustration. The discovery of old “r, Kirby's
body had confirmed his suspicion of murder, but now his chief suspect,
Angles Snell, had left the neiphborhood and could not be arrected, But,
as he told me later, Kirby placed his reliance on two strong convictions:
one, that the news of the finding of the old man's body would spread
rapidly throughout the area; and two, that Snell (if he were in truth
the murderer) would experience an overwhelming compulsion te find out
for sure if the body in Gifford's shed was indeed that of his victim,
Acting on these aasumptions, Kirby proceeded to set his trap. He had
earlier called on the New Bedford Police for assistance, but they had
proved strangely reluctant to become involved &nd suggested instead
that he get the State Police to help him, Luckily, Kirby was on cor=-
dial terms with State Trooper Hodges of Tadton, and though it was now
late at might, he called him on the phone and besought his assistance,
Rodges, as he said later, "dropped everything, even his sleep,”" and
caught the midnight train to New Bedford, Kirby met him at the depot
in a beach wagon drawn by a sprightly little mare, and together they
started back to Horseneck Beach, Arriving there about 3:30 A.M,, they
asked Johm Gifford if they could set up headquarters in his living room,
from which they could keep am eye on the shed, As events turned out,
they were == to employ a meldramatic phrace -~ "not a moment too soon,"
Kirby was correct in his belief that news of finding the body would
travel swiftly; Smell, in his place of rufuge at the lead of Westport,
knew by midnight that a body had been found, and he realized that he
could know no peace of mind until he had seen it himself and becoume
convinced of its true identity, By 2:00 AgM, he had somehow managed
to hire a horse and wagon in which he started back to the Horseneck.,

But instead of going directly there, he macde a long side-trip to Dar=
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ney's Joy, to the house where ¥r., Kirby's soun Bdward was staying,
Snell routed the young man out of bed, demanding to be paid for his
services in searching for his father's body, Wher payment was indig-
nantly refused, he clambered back intn the wagon and, nusséeing threats
and curses, resumed his journey,

Sheriff Kirby and Yatrolman flodges heard a commotiom in Jehn Gifford's
yard about 5:00 A,N, and, rumning to the window, they saw Apgles Sneil
alight from his wagon and unerringly make his way across the yard to
the shed which housed the murdaerad man's body, According to George
Fish, standing guard at the door, Snell said "ihey've found the old
man's body." in a tone that was half -question, half-statement, "Yes,
they have «w and with a rope around his nsck, too," snapped Pish, feel-
ing as he said it that he would like to hang the man then and there,
Snell winced and then asked "lg he in there? 1 want to see him,'

"Oh, no, you don't," ceplied Fish, "You get out ," and gave Lhe other

@ push, Snell fell back and came face to face with the two officers.
Kirby stepped up to him, clepped his hand on his shoulder and said,

"I think you had better come along with me,” Srell offered no resis-
tance, he asked neo guestions, not even irquiring why he was béing ar-
rested; his attitude was that of indiffererce and glum resignation,

He was searched, found 1o have only $14,00 on his person, then hand-
cuffed and taken into the house, while Kirby notified the authorities
in New Bedford that he had taken into custody the prime =-- and indeed
the only == suspect in the Tillinghast Kirby murder case,

Later this amorhdng, after Snell had Leen taken off to the New Bedford
jail, Dr. Buck the Medical Bxamirer, arrived to conduct the formai
examination of My, Kirby's bLody, His findings were as folows: "There

was a deep indentation on the right side of the skull, over and back
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of the ear, a blow which had crushed in (ie skull, but had not broken
the scalp in the least, 1he blow was, powever, sufficient to have
caused copious hemorrhage from the wouth and ecars, 4pa shirt front was
Saturated yith blood, which was sufficient to Prove that death ensured
before ihe body was thrown into the water, laq the body bled after im=
mersion, the blood woyld have flowed awady into the water and not haye
stained the shirt,n»

September 20 - 4t jg a1l over now, Mg, hi:by's remaing have been re-
moved to the undertaking parlors in New bedlord, Suell is confinec,
sulen and thRcommunicative, 1o hjs jail cell, all of us at ieadr's

are striving to resuue our normad way of life, and “heriff Kirby is
being commended on every side for the masterful way in which he handled
the case, His newly-established position as hcru-of—the-day has not,
however, let hin forget our friendship nor VUL many discussions of the
case during the past suumer, He Stopped in to see me this afternoon

to say good-hye (he returns to the city to-morrow) aud Lo elaborate

his theory of what actuflly happened, ie Says the authorities have
officially declaren their belief that Kirby was nurdered for the money
he was krown (g have had on his person, What they are not revealing at
this tine, however, is their strong comviction that when Spell's plan
to murder (with Pierce's aid) Burden Hesa last summer come to naught,
he simply turned his original scheme Ppainst Mr, Kirby, whow he had
come to believe was as great an obstacle to hig plans as Head hver was,
Me. Kirby's threats Against him alter the fight on Labor Pay brought
things to 3 head, and the old man's well=kuows habit of going out alone
all day in his boat gave Snell his opportunity, It is new velieved,
Kirby told me, that “fter the spisode of the clams, Snell wateched until
the 014 man had rounded the tip of Guosebcrry Neck ang anchored well

of f-shore on the west side, MHe followed and brought his boat up alonge
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side Mr, Kirby's, inventing some plausible excuse for 80 doing, When
when the old man's back was turned, he struck him over the head with
some heavy club-like instrument, probably an ear, denting in the skull,
Mro, Rirby must have died almost instantly, and Smell tied the ancher
rope around his neck, threw the body overboard and towed it to a spot
some distance away from where his boat lay at anchor, Here he robbed
the body and removed the boots which he later placed on the beach te
divert suspiciom, Then he attached the chunk of pig=iron te the ane
chor-warp and let the body sink, feeling that surely t he sharks and
dog-fish would destroy it before it could ever come te the surface,
His plan might well have been successful had it not been for the vielent
storm which stirred up waves and currents strong enough to move the
body, weighted as it was, across the shoals at the southern tip of
Gooseberry Neck, Here the sharp barnacle-encrusted rocks chafed
through the rope, the body rose and eventually was washed ashore on
the eastern side of the Neck,

After Sheriff Kirby had taken his departure, I sat for a long time
and pondered on what he had told me, Without dougt, the case against
Angles Snell is a stron one, even though much of the evidence is cir
cumstantial, bBut for my part, despite the man's criminal record, des-
pite his unattractive personality, and despite his many hgchly suse
picious actions, 1 simply cannot bring myself to the belief that hewe
or anyone else, for that matter -- would commit bontal murder for the Fad
gain of such a small sum of many, °omcthing else that deeply disturbs

me -~ and I have written of this feeling before == is that Snell was
80 early suspected of the murder, that he was held to be guilty by so
many ppople evenbefore the fact of murder was established, that no
efforts seemingly were made to find any other person who might conceiv-

ably have committed the crime e or profited from it, * realize that
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it is now too late to interfere with the inexorable machinery of the
law; Snell will be arraigned, indicted, and in due course, brought to
trial. ! can only wonder what will happen to him when he faces a

jury of his peers,

Author's Noke: 7The trial of Angles Smell began on September 6, 1904,

almost exactly a year after the death of old Mr, Kipgy, It lasted for
nine days, during which the “ommonwealth presented an extremely damage-
ing case against him, whole the defense could do little more than at-
tempt to discredit the credibility of the prosecution's witnesses,
Lhroughout it all, Smell hims&lf remained unmoved, seemingly oblivious
of the stremgth of the case that was being built up against him., The
jury was out for only about three hours and when it returned with a
verdict of "guilty of murder in the first degree,” he still showed no
sign of emotiom or concern, The verdict carried with it the sentence
of death by hamging, and “nell was removed to the State Yrison to await
its carrying out, Un November 27, 1905 the Governor of Magsachusetts
communted it to life imprisonment, OUn March 14, 1910 “ngles “nell
drepped dead of a heart attack sustained while exercising im the

prison yard,



Our Troubles 1

Westport is full of troubles.

It's people filled with grief,

In rhyme I'm weeking solace,

Ag temporary reldef.

Tt's all about a forbune.

That Charley gave %o Sue.

Setting the people wandering.

If the story could be tmus,

Yes true it was, worse luck,

Why did not Charley sse,

That every check and order,

flere all drawn out for me,

But no, all checks were duely drawn
Tor only little Sue.

And thousands from the different banks.
She very promotly drew,

The trouble now is simply this,
Charles gave her, Lord knows what,
And, all his relatives and friends
We entirely forgot

And every one is angry

And know not what to do.

Because they did not have the chance,
0f the scheming little Sue.

If we only had the money,

Then our anger quick would go.

No wrong for us to have the gift.
As in Sue's case, you know,

But he that gets all Charleys wealth,
Will hear all others say.

There is an a¥pful villian,

fho ought not live a day,

It galled us greatly to behold,
S5ue in her mansion grand,

With luxury and comforts,

And a doctor neéar at hand,

But then if it was our luck,

Of course it would be right.

All evil, caentered in the case,
Would disappear from sight,

But law steps in, and lawyers

Put Charley on the stand,

And guestions plied with cunning.
Implied that Susy planed,

To relieve Charles of his money,

In atmenner most alarming,

By smiles and wiles and artful guile,
And by her leg so charming,

Now this is most outrageous

At least implied by law,

But one thing seams now certain,
This case is in its maw,

As usual the lawyers,

Jorl the game of legal lore,
Though each court means much money,
Whieh litigants deplore,

ya



S%ulﬂ all this wealth be spent in court,
Though Charles appose it strong.
He would not then be fleeced of it,
It would be right, not wrong.

But should Charley once get free,
And have some money still,

I hope it all, will come to me,
By gift, if not by will,

If others seem to shun me,

Quite likely I may tell,

A1l the disgruntled grumblers,
To land themselves, Oh! well
Before I close this subject

Of Charles, I wish to say.

He has acted in & manner,

Much in the usual way,

He used his eyes in seeing,

The sights to please his taste,
Although to some, susplecien

Of voluptuous is traced,

When Susie in her mirthfulness,
Displayed her winning cards,
Poor Charles could not in reason,
Restrain his kind regards,

While at acrobatic tumbling,
Somersaults and that,

He saw mot much of anything.

She was quicker than a cat,

Now many deem that Busie,
Displayed a want of shame,

Yet Westporters all would do,

For Honey just the same,

For many who are wrangling,

About this thigg, in court,

Would if they could &ee Suay's leg
Congider it, great sport.

And many that sre troubled,

And disapprove the game,

Have only to look back to see,
They have done much thesame,

Now age is crawling on them,

More quietness they seelk,

They seem to think they alvoyp
Were circumspect and meek,

Now to end up this story,

I'm mad, yes mad way through,

Mad because I have not got,

The money dravm by Sue,

I'm mad because I did not see,
All Charley saw of sights,

Which seem, to have been seen by him,
In Susy merry flights,

I'm mad because the doctor,

Was chosen from the crowd,
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To help her spend the money,

That parte, would make me, proud.
But Doctor, suited Susie well,
I'd positively no show -

A1l I ean do, is try, forget,

The burden of my woe,

Cease useless pining on my luck,
'Tis fate, it was to be,

Only one thing consoles me,
Dbhers, dare my misery,

Wm. R, Brightman

Itta Brightman Giffords Bather and loaned to me
by Etta.
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THE PTLGRIMS SONG.

Come 21l ye weary lravell-rs, now lel us joip and sinp
Lhe ever lastling praifes of fJesus Christ our king
e have had & tedions jourrey and tivesome it is trpe
Uil see how many dancers lLhe “ord hath broveht ns through
At firsi when Jesus (ound us he calle’ us urto him
an' pointe  out Lhe danper of falling imto Sing
Ihe world, the [lefh, ard Satan, would proved fatal Snare
linlesf we d3d reject thew by faith and huuble prayer
Lee by eur difelbedience, with Serrow we confefs
e have hael leng to wander im a dark wilderpels
Where we wi ht oft have fainte!' on that inchanted pround
But mow and then a clulter of pleafant grapes we found
The pleasfart fruits of Canada, give life, and love, and peace
Raives our dropping spirits and makes our joy en (e
lo corfefs our kord and wafter, and run at his command,
and haften our Journey unte the promifed Land
In faith, and hope, and patience, were made for lo rejeice,
and Jefsus and his people, forever arre our choice;
in peace and confelation we new are going eonj
the pleafant roac to Canaan, where Jeusms Chrift is gon,
Sinners why ftand ye idle, while we do march alon;:
Has confeience pever told you that you are g oing wrong
Down the broad read to darknefs Leneath an endlefls caufe
forfake your ways of Sinning, and come and go with us
But if you will refufe us we bid you all farewell,
we arc on the road Lo Canaan, an you the rogd Lo liell;
We are Sorry for to Leave you, we ralher you woul” go,
Come iry a bleeding Saviour, and feel “alvation f low,
@ Sinpers be awakener Lo See yrur loft Fftate,
Repeat ard be converte? before it be too late;
Tlurn to the Lord Ly prayer and, daily Search his word
Ard never reft contente” untill you find the *ord
Now to the kiwg immortal, be everlstine praife
For in his hely service we long to fpend our Pays
1i1l we arrive at Canman, the Celeltical world alove,
I everlafting wonder to praife Receening *ove

Finis
CHARLOT I wHILI HER SONG

T In write these lines for to Lelray
lhe thief that Steals this “ong away
Steal not this Song for {ear of Shane
For above thefe Lines is the owners name
Charlette ‘hite is my name and Newenglang is my Nalien
Wefport is my dwelling place and Heaven is my Salvation

When this you see mifs Charlotte white
Remenl er ls wy Chief Pelight
enter me
who far from me Fay or “ight
Your diftance be Af 1 do think whie ?

Weftpoert Yeloler the 14th D 1798




The Sturdy Age of Hemespun
Li’r‘ Mngazine

Spenge umd cerk fer mettling chests
Cat hair brushes
Leather cemb fer graining werk

First suecessful Americanm Glass werks was started im 1739 in
rural Salﬁg.C-ulty New Jersey.
Big beem fer U.S, glass came after 1815,

A leng the reads were humndreds ef mmall taverams

Oak used fer framing

Cedar feor shingles

Walnut fer gumstecks

Ash fer ax handles

Hichery splints fer baskets amd barrel staves

VWeed turmers used white pime fer sheesebexes since it had ne
teste or smell.

Chairmakers made reckera of black walmut which did net slide
eagily.en the fleor,

Hard maple fer utensils

Poplar & sift white bass weed for "dish timber" turming eut
bewls, ladles, treachers (plstes) megzins (drinking muigs).

h
Skilled artesans tird mest impertamnt class, after farmers and
merchsnts,

Franklim steve invemted im 1742 which lead te Am, kitchen
steves them Am, diet changed makimg biscuits, muffins, cerm
penes, flapjacks all came im with the steve,

Apdirens made by lecal blacksmith curved feet, with pepular
goeseneck upright.
Trammel reds em which pets hung.
At first geeem weed peles were used thése burmed threugh
upsetting the feed Them iren ecranes casme next.

Log Cabine later 1750 en --filled with moss and med,

Windows of sliding boards olled paper eor gressed deer skin
arly ones of reund lezs net perminent -- souare leogs were

and mertised at the corners. Second flaor reached by a ladder,

From 1830%'s greatesat agriculturel revelutien in histerytoeck place

Iren was the industrial preduct the colenists nesded most-- fer
horgeshoes, nails, wagon axles and weapens. They began very early
teo make their own. 1619 ene in Va. failed. 1646 Saugus, Mams. more
successful. Powered by water wheels and produced a ten ef cast iren
every day frem beog ores dug nearby and forestfired charceal., Some
of the raw iren wns cast directly inte lge pots and firebacks. The
rest was reheated in hhe forge, cenverted te wroght iron and beaten
into bars under a huge water-driven hammer. The bars were carried
next door te the slitting mill and werked inte atripe and rods
from which other craftsmen made farm teols and other finished pre-

duets,
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the Ship improd --
Wulte large vessel built by Daniel Homer (Padanaran Littlefiedl 1903)

For the Standzrd: Sept, 15, 1868,

The next in rototion ocomes Wilhor Palmer, age 72 and upward,
Sut the last but not laast ig Peles Peckham, Esq., now residing:
in this »lsce age 83, {Little Cmngton) ic vas in the U.8, dexvice
in the war of 1812-16, and was sresent ana active on the sontheast
section of the islond of LeX,, when His Britennix Majeety's slocn-
of-war Nimrod chosedwriz Litsle Froneis, from St, Barts, loaded
with sugar, ote,

Sron "Yar in Suzezards Pay" %Wy Pauline K, Hathawey,

On June 9, 1814, the Pritish brig-of-war Nimrod cavtured the
sloow Pelly, just ofrf Viest aort, Her raster, whe is identified only
a8 Gupts Jarvows, arrawged te pransem his ship for 500, Loaving
two hostares, loses Sumsus asad Janes Miller, with ths British, he
came heme te zet the MONSY o

+ party fitted out frem Weotnort manased to re-take the Polly on
the same day. The two hostages hed beentaken on boord the Nimred and
renained priseners, After several days the Nimred ran u» the hay to
West's Island and it wes the ozinion of many thet the hestages fuided
them. The Eritish apvarentlyfelt their suidance wos inadeguate for they
took & thir men, Samuel Besse, from Vest's Island end foveed tin, or
so he loter claimed, to act as their »ilet,
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List of "estport Capts in cemeteries

Capt. Barnabas Kirky 1817-1850
Capt. Daniel Tripp 1802-1879
Capt. Edward Amy 1781-1864
Capt., Timethy P. #llen 1852-1923
Capt. Barney Hicks 1754-1832
Capt Alem. Tripp 1823-1889
Capt., Jonathan Tripp 1847-1917
Capt. ¥red Tripp 1856-1916
Capt. Westeon Tripp 1820-1896
Capt. Chase

Capt John Grennell

Capt. Crapo

Cant, Andrew Jackson Mesher 1868
Capt Isaac Tripp

Capt Peleg Sisson, son of Phil,
Cavt Erick Carr

Cast, Joseph Irish

Capt Ebenezer Sowle

Capt Hemon Castine

Capt Wm., Brightman

Capt. Benj. Yilcoz

Cant Asa Bly

Capt. Isaac Ceory

Capt Michall Dean

1807
1807
1eqQ7
1808
1808
1806
1809
1811
1806
lagv

(Babbitts)

(Lepreaus)
n

Ueans
Browns

Point 16 listed & net finished

) ”‘i)





