
High School TKing 

 

Planning Board 
856 Main Road 

Westport, MA  02790 
www.westport-ma.gov 

 

 
 

Tel. (508) 636-1037 
Fax (508) 636-1031 

Planning@westport-ma.gov 

 
 
Memo: 
 
To: Tim King 
 Town Administrator 
 
From: Jim Hartnett 
 Assist. Admin of Planning 
 
Date: August 18, 2017 
 
Re: High School Property 
 
As requested, I researched the taking information and located the deeds for the high school 
property, 19 Main Road. The majority of the property was taken by eminent domain in 1948, 
there was also an additional piece acquired by the Town from the Rego’s in 1950.  
 
The last paragraph of the eminent domain taken states: 
 
“ Said parcels are taken for the purpose of erecting a public school house thereon for said Town 
and for other school purposes. By virtue of this order we include in the taking and hereby take 
any and all trees upon the above described property together with and structures affixed 
thereto.” 
 
11/3/1948 Special Town Meeting vote to take in fee simple absolute, three parcels 
   Parcel 1 - 29.25 Acres 
   Parcel 2 - 73 & 20/100  Sq. Rods (19,928 s.f.) 
   Parcel 3 – 104 & 51/100 Sq. Rods (28,453 s.f.) 
 
12/6/1948 Board of Selectmen signed Order of Taking, recorded in Book 954, Pages 358-

359 on December 7, 1948. (See Attachment B) 
 
12/30/1950 Antonio Rego and Mary A Rego transferred land to Town of Westport, recorded 

in Book 977, Pages 274-375. (See Attachment C) 
 
9/30/1948 Plan of Land in Westport Surveyed for the Town of Westport, Mass School 

Department, recorded in Plan Book 40, Page 10. (See Attachment A) 
 
Chapter 40, Section 14 & Chapter 79, Section 1, (See Attachment D) 
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Attachment D 

Chapter 79, Section 1: Order of taking; contents 
Section 1. The taking of real estate or of any interest therein by right of eminent domain may be 
effected in the following manner. A board of officers upon whom authority to take real estate by 
eminent domain on behalf of any body politic or corporate has been conferred by law, having first 
complied with all the preliminary requirements prescribed by law, may adopt an order of taking, 
which shall contain a description of the land taken sufficiently accurate for identification, and shall 
state the interest therein taken and the purpose for which such property is taken, and in case such 
taking if for an improvement for which betterments may be assessed shall state whether betterments 
are to be assessed therefor. In case there are trees upon the land taken, or structures affixed 
thereto, the order of taking shall state whether the same are to be included in the taking, and, if they 
are not so included, shall allow the owner a reasonable time after the date of the order or after entry 
or possession to remove the same, to be specified in the order. 

 

Chapter 40, Section 14: Purchase of land; conditions; limitations; definition 
Section 14. The aldermen of any city, except Boston, or the selectmen of a town may purchase, or 
take by eminent domain under chapter seventy-nine, any land, easement or right therein within the 
city or town not already appropriated to public use, for any municipal purpose for which the purchase 
or taking of land, easement or right therein is not otherwise authorized or directed by statute; but no 
land, easement or right therein shall be taken or purchased under this section unless the taking or 
purchase thereof has previously been authorized by the city council or by vote of the town, nor until 
an appropriation of money, to be raised by loan or otherwise, has been made for the purpose by a 
two thirds vote of the city council or by a two thirds vote of the town, and no lot of land shall be 
purchased for any municipal purpose by any city subject to this section for a price more than twenty-
five per cent in excess of its average assessed valuation during the previous three years. 

The words ''municipal purpose'', as used in this section, shall include any such land, easement or 
right therein within the city or town, so purchased or taken by eminent domain for the purpose of 
conveying or granting the same to the commonwealth for the use of a regional community college. 
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