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INTRODUCTION

Ex1st1ng records reveal ne1ther the source nor the
accession date of this collection. The materlals were

probably lagquired as a gift to the 01d Dartmouth H15tor1cal
Soc1ety before 1960
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Z : . BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE .

Paul Quffe was born in 1759 on the 1sland of Cuttyhunk
Mass., and;later became a resident of Westport, -Mass, He
was the son of a black slave who had purchased his own
freedom. | besprte racial prejudice, Cuffe became a success-
ful whaleman, merchant, and ship's captain - as wel]l as &
respected citizen of Westport, -joining: the Society of
Friends and establishing the first free school in the town:
- Although he was accepted in white society, he was acutely.
aware of’ the poor social conditions of slave and free $
blacks in America. This concern led }to his first voyage .
to Sieérra Leone, Africa, in 1811, to assess the British
colony as a resettlement area for freed American’ slaves-
. Before his death in 1817, Cuffe managgd to transport thirty-
-eight free blacks to Africa and esta 115h several’aboli-
t10n1st and colonlzat1on societies in | Amerlca._
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SCOPE AND .CONTENT NOTE

~ Materials in this collection reflect the 1nvolvement of
Paul Cuffe in the resettlement of freed American slaves in
Sierra Leone, Africa, dating between 1811-1828.. ‘The
majority of the mater1a1 consists. of business, personal,
family, legal, and financial correspondence dating from
1812-1816. The business correspondence concerns mercantile
ventures, primarily those related to his trip’ to Sierra _
Leorie in 1816, ‘and includes letters from William Rotch, Jr.
of New Bedford, Mass., John James, a Quaker merchant of
Ph11ade1ph1a,<and Peter Williams, Jr., who was instrumental
in starting the New York African Institute. Of particular
note is the personal correspondence which 1nc1udes‘requests
from freed slaves for passage to Africa, letters from '
William Allen of London regarding Cuffe's safe passage to
‘Sierra Leone and the resettlement issue in general, and
“perhaps most important, several. letters from settlers of
Sierra Leone descr1b1ng conditions in their new home. A
letter book of Cuffe's includes copies of letters to
Representative Laban Wheaton of Mass., Hannah Little, a good
friend of First Lady Dolley Madison, and a ﬁetter of petition
to the President, Senate, and House .of the Un1ted States.'
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE (cont-..)

d.iy .]Other papers in the collection con51st of: addresses

ca. 1816; provision lists for passengers;.1816; pledges,
~ ¢a. 181635 receipts, 1815-1816; lists and cllpp‘ngs ‘1816 1817,
and a small number of personal papers of Paul Cuffe's ;
brother, John Cuffe, and Paul S 'son, W1111am Cuffe, datlng
~from 1811-1828. :

Researchers should note‘that the bulk of Paul Euffe's
papers are in the collection of the New Bedford Free
Publlc/lerary . :

Series A. - Correspondence, 1812—1816.‘ -
: Business, personal, family, legal and financial
correspondence. 92 items. : 24

- Series Addrﬁsses,_ca. 1816 1 iten.
Series  . B o 1its. 1816, 46 itens.
Séries i fPledées, i85 1 jtem. |

| Series E. Recelpts 1815-1816. 4 ifems

&

Series F. ;| Lists, Clippings, and Mlscellany, 1811-1828.
| 13 1tems
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DESCRIPTION
Series A.  Correspondence, 1812-1816

Sub-series 1. Incoming, 1812-1816
Folder 1. 1812. ;
i1 2-64 1815 .|
B i S 1816

Sub-series 2. Outgoing,,1813v1815
Volume 1. 1813-1815
Folder 1. 1814, 1815.

Series B: Addresses,'ca 1816
Folder 1. Address to settlers of Slerra Leone, ca. 1816
Series C. Prov1s10n Lists, 1816
Folder 1. Prgvisions for passengers‘to Sierra Leene, 1816 °
Series D. Pledges, ca. 1816 ‘

~ ' Folder 1o Pledge of passengers to repay txavel expenses
- ica. 1816

Series E. "Receipts, 1815-1816

L% =

Folder 1.  1815-1816 o
Series F. Lists. Cl;pplngs, and Mlscellany, 1811-1828

Folder 1. Passenger llst to Sierra Leone 1816

Newspaper clippings on 11fe and death of .
Paul Cuffe, 1817

Correspondénce, 1811, 1827 1828, of John Cuffef
Receipt, 1814 and pledge 1827, of W1111am Cuffe
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ADDED ENTRIES!

African -Americans SEE Afro-Americans
Afro-American business enterprises--Mass.--Westport
Afro-American business people SEE | Afro-Americans in bu31ness
Afro-American colon1zat10n SEE Afro- Amerlcans—-Colonlzatlon-
Afro-American:Friends - ‘

Afro-American merchant seamen -

‘Afro-American Quakers SEE -Afro- Amer1can Friends
Afro-Americans--Biography
Afro- Amerlcans--Colonlzatlon—-Afrlca—-81erra Leone
Afro-Americans--Mass.--Westport
Afro- Amerlcans--Mass.—-Westport—-Hlstory--To 1863
Afro- -Americans--Mass. -—Westport—-Soc1al Conditions--To 1964
Afro Americans--Relations with whltes SEE Unlted States--

' Rdce Relations
Afro-Americans--United States SEE Afro -Americans
Afro-Americans |in business--Mass. ——Westport
Allen, William, 1770-1843 —.
Back to Africa movement :

- Black Americans SEE Afro- Amerlcans

‘Blacks--United States’ SEE Afro-Americans

! Businessmen, Afro-American -SEE Afro-Americans in business
LColonies in Africa ey

Colonization | - { :
Colonization by Afro- Amerlcans SEE Afro-Americans--Colonization -
‘Colored people (United States) SEE Afro-Americans
Cuffe, John, 1757-1836 | 2
Cuffe, William, 1799-ca. 1845 i
- Merchant seamen, Afro-American SEE Afro-American merchant seamen
Negroes (United States) - SEE Afro-Americans
Philanthropists--Mass.--Westport - |
'Shipmasters--Mass.--Westport ?
:Sierra Leone, Africa--Colonization | : T
Slavery in the United States--Colonlzatlon wEE Afro-Americans--
Colonization , .

-United States--Race relatlons
Westport, Mass.——Blography
'Wheatop Laban, £f1.- 1834 - .

Wllllans, Peter, Jr., ca. 1780-1840
Travegler (Brig) ; :
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SEPARATIONS LIST

Removed to printed collection: - °

Boston Recorder, October 21, 1817.
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