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Westport Finance Committee (Fincom)

Meeting Minutes

Virtual Meeting-Remote Participation

February 8, 2022
Present:
Karen Raus (KAR),  Cindy Brown (CB), Thomas Schmitt (TS), Hugh Morton (HM), Bob McCarthy (BM), Kevin Rioux (KR), Charles “Buzzy” Baron (BB), Tracy Priestner (TP), Gary Carreiro (GC)
Absent:

Also Present:
Nicole Pearsall (NP), Town Accountant, Jim Hartnett (JH), Town Administrator
KAR opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

KAR read the following:
Under MGL Chapter 30A, section 20(f) – Meeting being recorded. Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitations on the number of people that may gather in one place, this meeting of the Westport Finance Committee is being conducted via remote participation. No in-person attendance of members of the public will be permitted, but every effort will be made to ensure that the public can adequately access the proceedings as provided for in the Order.

A reminder that persons who would like to listen to or view this meeting while in progress may do so by following the remote links: https:// meet.google.com/iyj-hnuo-qtk dial in to this number: +1 562-373-2751‬ PIN: 495 232 760#
1.  FY2023 BUDGET MEETINGS:


A. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY:
Keith Novo was in attendance to discuss the FY23 Budget.  He has an increase in software maintenance for the new phone system.  Slight decrease in support and additional equipment.  He has on part time person to help out.  


B. HIGHWAY/SNOW & ICE:
 JH spoke on these budgets.  Deparmtent is down employees.  Contractual salary increases.  Budget “B” is increased staffing.  Snow & Ice level funded.  Only budget you can deficit spend.


C. WESTPORT COMMUNITY SCHOOLS:
TP read her yearly introduction.  Tom Aubin, Superintendent, spoke on the budget.  He stated that the Governor level funded Chapter 70.  Michelle Rapoza, Business Manager, said it is a level service budget at $20,669,320.  They would have the detailed budget to the Fincom by the end of the week.  Discussion ensued to try to get the number down to something that would be livable.  The conversation became heated and the school committee and school employees left the meeting at 8pm to be rescheduled at a later date.  

2.  OVERRIDE DISCUSSION:
 None
3.  TOWN ACCOUNTANT OFFICE & RECORDING CLERK:
KAR said she and CB went through the applications and have four interviews.  Hopefully will have someone in place for the next meeting.
4.  LIAISON REPORTS:
None
5.  MINUTES:
None
6.  TOPICS FOR NEXT AGENDA:
KAR stated there is no meeting on 2/15.  On 2/14 the Select Board is going to finalize the budget and have a draft warrant available so we can assign liaisons at the next meeting.
Adjournment and next meeting: There being no further business to come before this meeting, a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 p.m. was made by TP and seconded by TS and the roll call vote in favor was unanimous.  The next scheduled meeting will be on February 22nd at 6:30 p.m. remotely due to the pandemic.  

Respectfully submitted,

Nicole J Pearsall, Recording Clerk
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