FINAL


Westport Finance Committee (Fincom)

Meeting Minutes

Virtual Meeting-Remote Participation

May 18, 2021
Present:
Karen Raus (KAR), Hugh Morton (HM), Cindy Brown (CB), Thomas Schmitt (TS), Gary Carreiro (GC), Bob McCarthy (BM), Kevin Rioux (KR), Tracy Priestner (TP)

Absent:
Charles “Buzzy” Baron (BB)

Also Present:


GC opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

GC read the following:
Under MGL Chapter 30A, section 20(f) – Meeting being recorded. Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitations on the number of people that may gather in one place, this meeting of the Westport Finance Committee is being conducted via remote participation. No in-person attendance of members of the public will be permitted, but every effort will be made to ensure that the public can adequately access the proceedings as provided for in the Order.

A reminder that persons who would like to listen to or view this meeting while in progress may do so by following the remote links: https:// meet.google.com/nce-unis-tjn dial in to this number: +1 260-218-1878‬ PIN: 266 808 343#
Minutes:
None
FY22 Special Town Meeting:
GC stated this is one article to accept the mass general law that allows the town to collect local option tax on recreational marijuana sales.  HM motioned and TS seconded to recommend the article.  The roll call vote was unanimous in favor.

FY22 Annual Town Meeting:
HM motioned to revisit the votes on articles 21-24 on marijuana.  TP seconded the motion to begin discussion.  GC feels we should leave the vote from the previous meeting and just bring more data to town meeting.  He feels the language on the articles was sufficient to vote.  KAR is unsure what the votes might have been if the law to collect sales tax was already in place.  The roll call vote to revote these articles was 7-1 against re-voting.






GC began discussion on the handout for town meeting.  There will be no presentation, as town meeting is outside the high school.  He would like input on what data we will share with the townspeople in the handout.  HM is not enthusiastic about the handout.  He feels the visual presentation is the key.  TP feels it should all be one packet not separate.  The clerk suggested a bullet handout added to the printed warrant.  CB suggested a letter to the editor of the shorelines newspaper.  KAR feels the committee should have one collective voice and whatever is decided, it should be everywhere-social media, wbsite, newspapers, etc.  HM feels the biggest issue is the override.  CB feels there will be two types of people at town meeting: marijuana-for or against and schools-for or against.  KAR said for GC to do the draft and distribute to the committee for criticing.  TP cautioned the group not to “reply all” to the email so there is no violation of open meeting law.  The group will reply to GC directly with comments and suggestions and GC will compile for the next meeting.  KAR noted that there is a Facebook video of Steve Fors interviewing Tim King and detailing every article.  She suggested all members watch.

Year End Transfers:

Police department personnel services to general expenses $100k for 2 cruisers not approved at last town meeting.  HM motioned and KAR seconded to approve.  The roll call vote was unanimous in favor.





$10,500 from Health Insurance Expenses to BOS expenses to cover the cost of the outside firm hired to perform the town administrator search.  CB motioned and TS seconded to approve.  The roll call vote was unanimous in favor.
Liaison Reports:
KAR said that the audit committee hasn't met pending the final audit report.  The auditors are working on the final single audit for FY20.  They said they would have the management letter by the end of May.




KAR reported on the town administrator search committee.  They are compiling resumes.  The deadline is June 7th.  They will then review them and set up interviews most likely in executive session on June 21st.

Revenues:
NONE
Other:

GC set next meeting for May 24th where the committee will finalize a handout for town meeting and review the strategy for town meeting.  We will have a completed warrant with motions by then.
Adjournment and next meeting: There being no further business to come before this meeting, a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m. was made by TP and seconded by KR and the roll call vote in favor was unanimous.  The next scheduled meeting will be on May 24th at 7:00 p.m. remotely due to the pandemic.  

Respectfully submitted,

Nicole J Pearsall, Recording Clerk

REFERNCE DOCUMENTS:
Annual Town Meeting Warrant

Special Town Meeting Warrant

Year End Transfers


