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Westport Finance Committee (Fincom)

Meeting Minutes

Virtual Meeting-Remote Participation

October 13, 2020
Present:
Karen Raus (KAR), Tracy Priestner (TP), Hugh Morton (HM), Cindy Brown (CB), Thomas Schmitt (TS), Gary Carreiro (GC), Charles “Buzzy” Baron (BB)

Absent:
Kevin Rioux (KR), Bob McCarthy (BM)

Also Present:


GC opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

GC read the following:
Under MGL Chapter 30A, section 20(f) – Meeting being recorded. Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitations on the number of people that may gather in one place, this meeting of the Westport Finance Committee is being conducted via remote participation. No in-person attendance of members of the public will be permitted, but every effort will be made to ensure that the public can adequately access the proceedings as provided for in the Order.

A reminder that persons who would like to listen to or view this meeting while in progress may do so by following the remote links: https:// meet.google.com/iod-rfno-ecz or dial in to this number: +1 413-561-2116‬ PIN: 319 848 864#
Minutes:
7/14 and 7/21 minutes were presented for approval.  TS motioned and TP seconded to approve.  Roll call vote was unanimous in favor.
Special Town Meeting:
GC welcomed Steve Fors (SF), Moderator, to the meeting to discuss the special town meeting.  SF spoke on the motions in the warrant and the recommendations.  The issue is to recommend the motion, not the article.  We need to find a better way to articulate this to the townspeople.  HM said this makes the assumption that we are involved in the drafting of the motions or have them in ample time to make the correct recommendations.  SF said that before he was Moderator, he thought Fincom was too vocal at town meeting and now he feels that Fincom is not vocal enough.  He would like to see more Fincom members at the microphones addressing the meeting.  GC said we will work on better scheduling of meetings and getting information.
Other:

GC asked the Assistant Town Accountant about revenue.  She stated that the Treasurer's office has not turned over September revenue to the Town Accountant.  GC would like the Town Accountant and Town Administrator to discuss revenue projections vs actual going forward.  GC said the Fincom really needs to know where we stand on collections.  



GC said we cannot set the budget calendar since we have not seen the Administrator's budget memo, however, we need to start scheduling meetings as soon as the deadline to submit budgets passes.  Liaisons should also look closely at the revenues each department is generating, if a department generates revenue.  GC also asked if anyone wanted to switch liaison assignments.  Some other towns rotate the assignments each year.  Some discussion ensued but was left alone for now.  



GC set the next meeting for November 10th.

Adjournment and next meeting: There being no further business to come before this meeting, a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m. was made by TP and seconded by BB and the roll call vote in favor was unanimous.  The next scheduled meeting will be on November 10th at 7:00 p.m. remotely due to the pandemic.  

Respectfully submitted,

Nicole J Pearsall, Recording Clerk
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