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Westport Finance Committee (Fincom)

Meeting Minutes

Virtual Meeting-Remote Participation

September 8, 2020
Present:
Karen Raus (KAR), Tracy Priestner (TP), Hugh Morton (HM), Cindy Brown (CB), Thomas Schmitt (TS), Gary Carreiro (GC), Kevin Rioux (KR), Bob McCarthy (BM), Charles “Buzzy” Baron (BB)

Absent:


Also Present:
Terry Provencal (TA)

GC opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

GC read the following:
Under MGL Chapter 30A, section 20(f) – Meeting being recorded. Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitations on the number of people that may gather in one place, this meeting of the Westport Finance Committee is being conducted via remote participation. No in-person attendance of members of the public will be permitted, but every effort will be made to ensure that the public can adequately access the proceedings as provided for in the Order.

A reminder that persons who would like to listen to or view this meeting while in progress may do so by following the remote links: https:// meet.google.com/iaw-pjsv-fyv or dial in to this number: +1 401-379-0880‬ PIN: 852 074 120#
Minutes:
None
Annual Town Meeting:
GC began discussion by praising Steve Fors, Moderator, for a job well done.  He also commented that we have still not funded the much needed Police and Fire positions.  KR commended Matt Armendo, Director of Public Health, for cutting employees and not letting anyone go, but was disappointed that the Assistant Planner position was filed.
Special Town Meeting:
The special town meeting is scheduled for October 3rd.  KAR spoke on the budget and stated that the state cherry sheet came in level funded.  There was still some confusion over the 54/46 split.  She also was leery about the Medicaid reimbursement number being rather high at $200k when actuals were only $56k.  GC also mentioned that motor vehicle excise is in a downward trend and feels it will be much lower than anticipated.   Tanya Ryden, Board of Health, was in attendance to speak about restoring the cut positions in the Board of Health and Animal Control.  GC stated that Fincom has the final say in what is presented to town meeting.  Beverly Bisch, Director of Council on Aging, also made a plea to restore the clerk and maintenance to proper levels.  GC was also concerned that we would need to increase the Diman assessment for the MSBA project.  GC said he received an email from Tim King regarding setting up a stabilization fund for this because it is a capital project.  TP said she has not heard of this yet.  She is looking into see if the town needs to vote on this project, just as they did for the new school in town.  She said she spoke to Mr. King and he told her they didn't need a vote but she is concerned for taxpayers in town already paying for the new Police and Fire stations and soon the new school.  GC hopes we can see numbers soon for Diman if we have to increase the assessment at the special town meeting. BB stated that we are supposed to have warrant articles 4 weeks in advance.  KAR said one is going to be the re-vote of the elementary school roof because the deadline for the ballot was missed.  Not sure if there are any petition articles.  KAR said the warrant is supposed to be closed by the BOS tonight.  They are still trying to confirm the location.  Steve Fors thinks it will still be too large of a crowd to have indoors.
Reserve Fund Transfer:
Beverly spoke on this.  She is looking for $3,082.42 to fund repairs to the generator at the Council on Aging.  It is currently not working and this is vital as the center is used as a shelter when needed.  KAR motioned and KR seconded to approve the transfer.  Roll call vote was unanimous in favor.  



Other:

CB asked about COVID reimbursement for the school.  TP said the school is working on it.  TA said the monies we received for COVID have been put in a separate account for each department, including the school, to use.    


Adjournment and next meeting: There being no further business to come before this meeting, a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 p.m. was made by TP and seconded by KR and the roll call vote in favor was unanimous.  The next scheduled meeting will be on September 15th at 7:00 p.m. remotely due to the pandemic.

Respectfully submitted,

Nicole J Pearsall, Recording Clerk

REFERNCE DOCUMENTS:
Reserve Fund Transfer

