FINAL

  Westport Finance Committee (Fincom)

Meeting Minutes

Westport Town Hall
May 6, 2019
Present:
Hugh Morton (HM), Gary Carreiro (GC), Karen Raus (KAR), Bob McCarthy (BM), Charles “Buzzy” Baron (BB), Thomas Schmitt (TS), Kevin Rioux (KR)

Absent:
Karen Powell (KP), Tracy Priestner (TP)

Also present:
Tim King (TK), Shana Shufelt (SS)

GC opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the traditional salute to the flag.  

GC announced that we were not being recorded since no cable operators were available.  

Minutes:
None
Annual Town Meeting:
Article 2:
KAR stated we would be deleting the BOH transfer for $6k and $3k and the Transfer station for $500 and $8,143.  We would be changing the transfer to BOH for $7k to $6,593. The new total of transfers would be $62,493.  KR motioned to recommend and TS seconded.  The vote was unanimous in favor.  





Article 13:
This is for the purchase of the campground.  SS said that the BOS discovered that the article includes Lot 31C.  A motion will be made to change it to Lot B & E only which changes it from 31.2 acres to 30 acres.  Joseph Ingoldsby (JI) said the other parcel was willed to a family member that was not included in the negotiations.  BB stated is should be a debt exclusion but town meeting can vote anyway they want.  HM is not opposed to the purchase just not out of the operating budget.  KAR feels some of the older debt is rolling off and there will be money available to include it.  GC said he would have to consult the Treasurer to find out if that is true.  KR said our long term goal is public safety and if we include this, public safety will never have enough funding.  HM motioned to recommend excluded debt.  BB seconded.  The vote was 6-1 in favor with KAR voting against.





Articles 21-23:
These are contingent on the vote of Article 20.  SS said the BOS handled it by recommending no on 20 then recommend the rest based on that vote.  HM motioned to recommend in favor if artcile20 passes.  TS seconded and all were in favor.





Article 30:
SS said the BOS voted to recommend not exceeding $10k from free cash. BB motioned and KAR seconded to vote the same.  All were in favor with TS abstaining.





Article 31-32:

BB said he was confused as to the nature of what this article was accomplishing.  KR said the repairs are on town property.  SS said the BOS recommend not to exceed $200k from free cash.  SS also said the second part is to enter into an easement for this project.  Mrs. Cynthia Anderson (CA), property owner, was very upset that only she received an easement letter from town counsel and not the other property owners.  KR motioned and TS seconded to recommend as the BOS on Article 31.  The vote was unanimous.  SS said they are still formalizing the easement language for ongoing problems. CA continued to speak on the other property owners and the fact that no monies are in the article or in the letters she received.  GC said Fincom was not the forum for her questions as they could not answer her and suggested she continue to speak to the BOS and the Administrator.  GC motioned to make no recommendation on article 32.  KR seconded it and all were in favor.
Adjournment and next meeting: There being no further business to come before this meeting, a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m. was made by KR and seconded by BB and the vote in favor was unanimous.  The next regularly scheduled meeting will be on May 7th at 6 p.m. at the Westport Jr./Sr. High School for Town Meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Nicole J Pearsall, Recording Clerk

