Westport Beach Committee Minutes
June 15, 2017
Members Present: 
Tim St. Michel, Chmn.








Barri Throop



Sean Leach

William Underwood
Lifeguards:
Andrew Baptiste
Meeting called to order at 7:08

Minutes of May 11,2017reviewed.

Motion by Mr. Underwood for approval, second Mr. Leach, voted 3-0...
Ms. Throop arrived at 7:15.

Business:

Mr.  & Ms. Tom Khoury, residents of Raynham, but owners of land on Benoit Street appeared for Beach pass approval. 

Motion by Mr. Underwood to Grant Beach pass with finding that hey meet the minimum assessment value. .Second Mr. Leach. Voted 4-0 approved.

Mr. & Ms. Joseph Boyd appeared to appeal their Beach Pass denial.  They presented a lease for 646 Main Road, They also registered to vote in the Town.

Motion by Mr. Leach to approve the Beach Pass. Second, Mr. Underwood. Voted 4-0.

Discussion to formalize the Beach hours at Cherry and Webb occurred.

Motion by Mr. Underwood to advise the selectman to adjust hours from 8:00 AM till 9:00 PM for the months of June, July and August... Second by Mr. Leach. Voted 4-0.  The Chair indicated he would present the motion to the Selectman at the next available meeting.

Discussion of members to update Beach Pass policy in an upcoming meeting.
Lifeguard Andrew Baptiste reported that there is a full complement of lifeguards, and they were ready for the Beach opening.

Motion by Mr. Leach to adjourn at 8:15. Second Mr. Underwood, voted 4-0. 

Chairman report: Light at Cherry & Webb has been repaired

Security camera has been put back in place. Regular ticketing will be beginning. The chair indicated that Mr. Leach and Ms. Throop will be up for reappointment. Letters have to be in by June 30.

Ms. Farias has called for spraying and port-a-johns which should be in place on June 6, weather permitting.

Mr. Underwood presented 20 options for the dispensation of Beach Avenue as requested by the Board of Selectman. A discussion as to the intent of the Selectman’s request ensued. Members Farias, Throop, and Leach presented opinions as to leaving the Road open. Mr. Leach indicated he believed the committee should not make recommendations on Roads in the Town. Mr. St Michel indicated that the options presented were mostly in the order of road closure or abandonment. He wished that the road remain as is to allow handicap access and existing uses. Ms. Throop questioned why the current plan should change.
The floor was opened to the public. Constance Gee of River Road impressed upon the committee that the last 600’ of road should be closed to vehicular traffic for the sake of preservation and plover nesting. She asked that the last portion of the road be left in a natural state.

Motion by Mr. Leach to recommend that the Town Beach Committee only deal with beaches and not make recommendation on Beach Avenue a Town Road, Second by Ms. Farias. Motion passed 4-0, with Mr. Underwood abstaining. Mr. Underwood withdrew his options.

Lifeguards reported a full complement of lifeguards and availability. They would assess any needs of the Beach Truck. Also they ordered new clothing for the year which they estimated costs $485.00.
A request was made by WRWA for two passes for the beach for the children summer programs. 

Motion by Ms. Farias to grant the passes. Second by Mr. Leach. Voted unanimously.

Motion by Ms. Farias to adjourn at 9:05, Second Mr. Leach. Voted unanimously.

The matter of a woman who recently moved to town eligibility for beach pass if she did not have a yearly lease, a Westport address on license or registration. Finding by the committee that she was not eligible for the pass.

Request by James Mullin, abutter to Cherry & Webb parking areas to use parking area for wedding guests on September 9, 2017.  

Motion by Ms. Farias to grant the request, second by Mr. Underwood, Voted unanimously.

Mr. Leach presented a conceptual; plan for East Beach involving moving of the road, relocating the one property owner. After discussion Mr. Leach noted he would notify land owner of possible arrangements to relocate him.
Mr. Underwood brought forward the possibility of The Nature Conservancy performing Beach monitoring duties for the Town.

Motion to adjourn at 8:22. Voted unanimously.

