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Westport Finance Committee (Fincom)

Meeting Minutes

Virtual Meeting-Remote Participation

February 1, 2022
Present:
Karen Raus (KAR),  Cindy Brown (CB), Thomas Schmitt (TS), Hugh Morton (HM), Bob McCarthy (BM), Kevin Rioux (KR), Charles “Buzzy” Baron (BB),  Gary Carreiro (GC)
Absent:
Tracy Priestner (TP)
Also Present:
Nicole Pearsall (NP), Town Accountant, Jim Hartnett (JH), Town Administrator
KAR opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

KAR read the following:
Under MGL Chapter 30A, section 20(f) – Meeting being recorded. Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitations on the number of people that may gather in one place, this meeting of the Westport Finance Committee is being conducted via remote participation. No in-person attendance of members of the public will be permitted, but every effort will be made to ensure that the public can adequately access the proceedings as provided for in the Order.

A reminder that persons who would like to listen to or view this meeting while in progress may do so by following the remote links: https:// meet.google.com/dsi-qkru-qmk dial in to this number: +1 336-948-0034‬ PIN: 652 472 735#
1.  FY2023 BUDGET MEETINGS:


A. POLICE:
Keith Pelletier, Chief, was in attendance to discuss the FY23 budget.  It is level service.  He did not do a wish list.  Most pressing is staffing.  Also looking at new detail software.  Also need to purchase all wheel drive vehicles now.  


B. OVERALL BUDGET:
JH said he received the Governor’s budget and it came in $240k higher than expected.  The Select Board plan on voting on the final budget in two weeks.  KAR said we need to spend within our means without using free cash.  JH spoke on the Diman project.  They have 60 days to vote to disapprove which is February 14th.  The authorization is approved but we need funding on the ballot for a debt exclusion.

2.  OVERRIDE DISCUSSION:
Discussion was regarding the split tax rate.  This would not give us any additional revenue.  It would just shift the burden.  KAR said we are looking for the two options: commercial vs. residential and non domicile exemption.  This is all in a memo from BB.  KR said right now any effort is just an olive branch.  BB said it just needs to be implemented from the Select Board.
3.  TOWN ACCOUNTANT OFFICE & RECORDING CLERK:
GC questioned who was handling the clerk applications.  CB said she would contact JH tomorrow.
4.  LIAISON REPORTS:
None
5.  MINUTES:
None
6.  TOPICS FOR NEXT AGENDA:
CB said she has not received the Highway budget for next meeting.  BM said they are working on it.
Adjournment and next meeting: There being no further business to come before this meeting, a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 p.m. was made by KR and seconded by HM and the roll call vote in favor was unanimous.  The next scheduled meeting will be on February 8th at 6:30 p.m. remotely due to the pandemic.  

Respectfully submitted,

Nicole J Pearsall, Recording Clerk
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