DRAFT

Westport Finance Committee (Fincom)

Meeting Minutes

Virtual Meeting-Remote Participation

January 11, 2022
Present:
Karen Raus (KAR),  Cindy Brown (CB), Thomas Schmitt (TS), Hugh Morton (HM), Bob McCarthy (BM), Kevin Rioux (KR),Gary Carreiro (GC), Tracy Priestner (TP)

Absent:
Charles “Buzzy” Baron (BB)

Also Present:
Nicole Pearsall (NP), Town Accountant & Jim Hartnett (JH), Town Administrator

KAR opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

KAR read the following:
Under MGL Chapter 30A, section 20(f) – Meeting being recorded. Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitations on the number of people that may gather in one place, this meeting of the Westport Finance Committee is being conducted via remote participation. No in-person attendance of members of the public will be permitted, but every effort will be made to ensure that the public can adequately access the proceedings as provided for in the Order.

A reminder that persons who would like to listen to or view this meeting while in progress may do so by following the remote links: https:// meet.google.com/iyj-hnuo-qtk dial in to this number: +1 562-373-2751‬ PIN: 495 232 760#
1.  FY2023 BUDGET MEETINGS:


A. PLANNING BOARD:
Jim Whitin (JW), Planning Board, was in attendance to discuss the FY23 budget.  He spoke on the cut of the Town Planner salary.  He spoke on the projects they are working on and the necessity of the position to keep up on the projects and grants that are currently in process.

B. COUNCIL ON AGING:
Beverly Bisch, Director, was in attendance to discuss the FY23 budget.  The only cut is in the van drivers and that can be covered by a revolving account.  She went over the handouts that detailed the different revolving accounts and grants they have.  She mentioned they are starting to open up again and encourage all seniors to come check out the senior center.

C. BEACH ENTERPRISE:
Sean Leach, Beach Committee, was in attendance to discuss the FY23 budget.  There are only small increase to the budget.  There has been a major increase in beach pass revenue over the past two years.  The increase in personnel services is that they had to increase the rate for the lifeguards to keep them.

D. BUILDING:
Ralph Souza, Building Inspector/Zoning Officer, was in attendance to discuss the FY23 budget.  The major decrease is his assistant.  Revenues are on the upside with everyone doing home repairs and new buildings.  GC asked Mr. Souza to forward the the list of permits.
2.  OVERRIDE DISCUSSION:
KAR met with the chair of the BOS and JH to discuss the budgets and the override.  JH said this is a most difficult budget with the cuts to cover a $600-900k gap.  He still does not have a number from the school committee.  Also Diman and Bristol Aggie numbers are not in yet.  Cherry sheet numbers should be available by the end of the month.  Budget A is $600k short and budget B is $900k short.  There may have to be permament staffing cuts.  Shana Shufelt, Selectboard Chair, said they have not taken an official position yet.  They understand the need for an override but even budget B is very conservative.  CB asked about the new school construction budget be under.  Sue Brayton, Treasurer/Collector, said $98 million is authorized and if the project comes in under, it is just less that will be borrowed.  
3.  TOWN ACCOUNTANT OFFICE & RECORDING CLERK:
Nothing new to report.
4.  LIAISON REPORTS:
None
5.  MINUTES:
None
6.  TOPICS FOR NEXT AGENDA:
KAR reminded meetings on the 18th and 25th.  Cemetery is on the 18th and Police still needs to be rescheduled.
Adjournment and next meeting: There being no further business to come before this meeting, a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 p.m. was made by KR and seconded by CB and the roll call vote in favor was unanimous.  The next scheduled meeting will be on January 18th at 6:30 p.m. remotely due to the pandemic.  

Respectfully submitted,

Nicole J Pearsall, Recording Clerk
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